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Hackles  rise  over  ‘no  tartan  tax’ 

Blair  accused 
of  insulting 
the  Scots 

By  Gillian  Bowditch,  Arthur  Leathjley  and  Philip  Webster 
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TONY  BLAIR  suffered  his 
worst  day  of  the  election 
campaign  so  far-  yesterday 
after  comparing  Labours  pro¬ 
posed  Scottish  parliament  to 
an  English  parish  council  and 
banning  it  from  raising  taxes 
for  at  least  five  years. 

Travelling  north  to  rally  his 
Scottish  troops,  Mr  Blair  fur¬ 
ther  upset  his  hosts  by  saying 
that  if  Labour  were  elected, 
sovereignty  would  remain 
with  Westminster  and  with 
“me  as  an  English  MP". 

John  Major  -exploited  Mr 
Blair's  tough  reception  by 
daiming  that  the  Labour  cam¬ 
paign  was  falling  apart  “The 
moment  they  are  asked  ques¬ 
tions  in  detail  they  don't  know 
the  answers."  he  said.  They 
can  produce  slogans,  fine 
words  and  the  sofr  smites  but 
when  it  comes  to  hard  sub¬ 
stance  which  determines  what 
government  is  really  about, 
they  fall  to  pieces." 

The  Prime  Minister  also 
rewrote  his  speech  far  his 
Albert  Hall  campaign  rally 
Last  night  to  concentrate  on 
Labour's  discomfort  He 
claimed  that  Mr  Blair’s  shift 
on  devolution  was  a  sign  of 
umrostworthiness  on  other 
slides,  and  he  predicted  dai- 
changes  of  stance  as 
Labour’s  programme  was  put 
to  the  test 

He  told  2,000  Tory  activists: 
“Mr  Blair  both  insults  Scot¬ 
land  and  breaks  the  promise 
he  has  given  them  for  a  long 
time.  Tms  is  a  man  who  only 
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yesterday  asked  people  to  trust 
him.  What  a  fall  is  here  — 
from  powerhouse  to  parish 
council  in  a  soft  phrase  too 
many  from  the  Labour  leader. 
Not  a  minor  matter  of  detail.  It 
strikes  at  the  heart  of  the 
United  Kingdom  itself." 

But  Mr  Blairs  aides  pro¬ 
fessed  satisfaction  with  the 
day's  events,  saying  he  had 
spent  all  day  winning  the 
headlines  for  making  plain 
that  the  Scots  would  face  no 
tax  increases  under  Labour, 

However,  his  announce¬ 
ment  that  a  Scottish  Parlia¬ 
ment  would  not  be  able  to  .use 
its  tax-raising  powers  —  while 
doing  no  more  than  bringing 
Scotland  into  line  with  his 
pledge  for  the  rest  of  Britain  — 
inevitably  raised  questions 
about  why  he  was  giving  it  the 
powers  in  the  first  place. 

Under  Labour  proposals, 
the  parliament  would  have  (he 
ability  to  vary  the  basic  rate  of 
income  tax  by  3p  in  the  pound. 
But  The  Times  disclosed  last 
year  that  Mr  Blair  would  not 
allow  ir  to  raise  taxes,  a  report 
vigorously  denied  by  his  aides. 

Yesterday  Mr  Blair  con¬ 


firmed  for  the  first  time  that 
that  was  the  case,  but  said  chat 
having  the  power  to  raise  tax 
did  not  mean  that  it  would  be 
used.  Becoming  increasingly 
tetchy  with  journalists  who 
questioned  him  about  the  ap: 
parent  inconsistency,  he  insist¬ 
ed:  “Having  a  power  is  not  the 
same  as  using  that  power.  The 
Labour  Party  is  committed  to 
not  raising  the  basic  and  top 
rates  of  income  tax.  That 
commitment  applies  in  Scot¬ 
land  as  much  as  it  applies  in 
the  rest  of  the  UK." 

Mr  Blair’s  words  about 
sovereignty  were  also  certain 
to  raise  Scottish  hackles,  even 
though  constitutionally,  the 
Westminster  Parliament 
would  remain  sovereign  after 
devolution.  In  March  1989 
every  Scottish  Labour  MP 
except  Tam  Dalyell  signed  a 
document  entitled  the  "Claim 
of  Right"  which  acknowledged 
“the  sovereign  right  of  the 
Scottish  people". 

Yesterday  Mr  Blair  flatly 
contradicted  that  document  by 
saying:  "Sovereignty  remains 
with  Westminster  that  is  why 
it  is  devolution.  That  is  the 
constitutional  fact.  Devolution 
is  the  sensible  third  way 
between  the  Tories’  policy  of 
no  change  and  the  lunatic 
separatism  of  the  SNP.” 

Scottish  sensibilities  were 
further  enraged  by  an  article 
m  The  Scotsman  in  which  the 
Labour  leader  appeared  to 
liken  the  tax-raising  powers  of 

Continued  on  page  2,  col  5 


JoeTTzzard  preparing  yesterday  to  chase  Grand  National  fortune  with  file  country's  leading  jump  jockeys.  “You  cant  stop  to  think  about  the  risks" 

Young  blood  jumps  at  chance  of  National  glory 


By  Rob  Hughes 

JOE  T1ZZARD.  the  I7-year-old  son  of  a 
Dorset  dairy  farmer,  will  attempt  to 
become  the  youngest  Grand  National 
winner  for  GO  years  today. 

With  his  16-year-old  girlfriend  Caro¬ 
line  Tuffin  and  his  parents  in  tow.  he 
arrives  straight  out  of  school  with  nine 
GCSEs.  a  foil  ser  of  teeth  —  which  is 
uncommon  among  National  Hunt 
jockeys  —  and  the  philosophy:  “If  you 
think  about  ending  up  in  a  wheelchair, 
you  would  never  get  on  a  horse." 

Tizzard’s  birthday  is  December  13.  If 
he  were  to  win  on  the  66-1  outsider 
Straight  Talk,  he  would  be  the  second 


youngest  National  winner  this  century, 
two  weeks  older  than  Bruce  Hobbs, 
who  won  on  Battleship,  in  1938. 

The  Grand  National,  apart  from  its 
30  fearsome  fences  and  gruelling  effect 
on  the  limbs  and  nerves  of  the 
country’s  most  hardened  jump  jockeys, 
apparently  holds  no  trepidation  far 
Tfrzard.  He  left  school  in  the  summer 
and.  when  not  being  brought  dawn  to 
earth  milking  the  180  Fresian  cows  on 
his  parents’  farm  at  Milbome  Port,  or 
shovelling  manure,  he  dreams  of 
keeping  his  weight  down  and  chasing 
the  achievements  of  his  grandfather 
Dick  Nettley.  who  saddled  Loving 
Words,  which  took  third  in  the  1982 


National.  When  Joe  was  a  year  old.  be 
was  put  on  the  family  pciny,  and 
insisted  on  riding  around  in  his 
grandfathers  colours. 

The  Jockey  Club  granted  the  young 
amateur  special  dispensation  to  ride 
with  the  38  competitors  in  respect  for 
his  seven  victories  under  rules  and  17 
wins  in  point-to-point  races,  in  which 
his  father  Colin  is  a  trainer. 

The  owner,  trainer  and  backers  of 
Straight  Talk  all  describe  Tizzard  as  an 
able  and  gifted  horseman  beyond  his 
years. 

Undismayed  by  the  facr  that  on  his 
last  visit  to  Ain  tree  Straight  Talk,  a  ten- 
year-old  bay  gelding,  unseated  Tbny 


McCoy,  arguably  the  leading  National 
Hunt  jockey  of  the  day,  Tinard 
describes  his  race  plan.  “I  shall  drive 
up  to  Ain  tree  with  my  father  in  the 
morning,  then  walk  the  course,"  he 
says  confidently.  “In  die  race.  I’m 
hoping  to  creep  through  the  field  and 
take  the  lead  in  the  final  third  . . .  You 
cant  stop  to  think  about  the  risks." 

Alas,  not  everyone  will  be  cheering 
for  him.  A  mystery  punter  who  placed 
a  bet  of  £76.000  with  William  Hill  in 
London,  stands  to  win  £550,000  if 
Wylde  Hide  wins  at  16-1. 

Form  guide;  page  42 
Preview,  page  48 


Ashdown  plea  for 
the  ‘can-do’  spirit 

By  Our  Political  Editor 


PADDY  ASHDOWN  rejected 
suggestions  that  a  Liberal 
Democrat  vote  would  be  wast¬ 
ed  yesterday  as  he  promised 
fresh  spending  on  education 
and  health,  financed  by  an 
extra  penny  on  income  tax  and 
a  new  top  rate  of  50p. 

Launching  his  party’s  mani¬ 
festo  Mr  Ashdown  said:  “A 
liberal  vote  is  not  a  wasted 
vote  if  you  want  more  invest¬ 
ment  in  your  kid’s  school,  if 
you  want  more  investment  to 
solve  the  crisis  in  the  hospi¬ 
tals.  A  liberal  Democrat  vote 
is  foe  only  vote  you  have  got 
“ft's  not  a  wasted  vote  in 
those  150  seats  where  the 
Liberal  Democrat  is  the  only 
alternative  to  the  Conservat¬ 
ives." 
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Putting  the  cost  of  his  poli¬ 
cies  at  45p  a  week  for  the 
average  taxpayer,  he  added: 
“If  you  don't  think  45p  is 
worth  it  to  make  sure  your  kid 
gets  a  decent  education  to 
prepare  us  for  the  future;  that 
we  don't  have  to  sack  all  those 
teachers  that  are  being  sacked 
at  present  year  after  yean  that 
your  child  doesn’t  have  to  be  in 
a  class  of  40  or  more;  to  make 
sure  they  don't  have  to  use 
photocopiers  to  study  in  the 
evening;  that  they  have  access 
to  computers  to  prepare  us  for 
the  future,  the  answer  is 
simple  —  don’t  vote  for  us. 

“We  are  told  that  nothing 
can  be  done.  That  it  has  to  be 
like  this.  It  doesn’t  have  to  be 
like  this.  We've  got  to  break 
the  fatalism  of  our  politics. 
WeVe  got  to  get  this  country’s 
■can-do’  spirit  back  and  there 
is  nothing  we  cannot  achieve." 

Manifesto  details,  page  13 


Boning  up  on  the  evolutionary  scale 


By  Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 


NEANDERTHAL  Man  «juld 
play  sweet  music,  according  to 
an  analysis  of  the  oldest 
known  musical  instrument,  a 
Bute  made  from  the  thigh 
bane  of  a  bear. 

The  flute  was  found  in  a 
cave  in  Slovenia,  and  dated  to 
between  43,000  and  67.000 
years  ago  —  at  least  10,000 
years  older  titan  any  previous¬ 
ly  known  instrument. 

The  bone,  less  than  four 
inches  long,  contains  two  neat¬ 
ly-drilled  holes  and  the  traces 
of  two  more  at  its  broken  ends. 
Now  Bob  Fink,  a  Canadian 
musicologist,  has  worked  oui 
the  notes  the  flute  could  play 
when  it  was  complete. 

He  concludes  that  the  in¬ 
strument  is  based  on  the  same 
seven-note  scale  used  in  mod¬ 
em  Western  music.  The  flute 
as  it  survives  could  play  four 
notes  (Mi.  Fa.  Soh  and  Lah)  in 
a  minor  key. 

In  its  original  form  it  would 
have  been  about  15  inches  long 
and  capable  of  playing  the 
entire  scale.  He  has  made  a 


The  bone  flute:  srweet  music  from  Neanderthal  Man 


flute  matching  the  partem  of 
holes  found  in  the  bone,  and 
found  that  when  played  it 
confirmed  the  analysis. 

The  results  are  striking 
because  Neanderthals  are 
generally  considered  to  have 
been  uncultured  humans  with 
no  language  and  no  art  If 
confirmed,  they  cast  a  new 
fight  on  their  behaviour. 

Neanderthals  first  appeared 
about  200.000  years  ago  and 


disappeared  30,000  years  ago. 
Most  experts  now  believe  that 
they  were  a  dead-end  in  hu¬ 
man  evolution,  an  offshoot 
that  did  not  evolve  into  mod¬ 
em  man  but  was  eventually 
replaced  by  him. 

The  results  also  suggest,  in 
Mr  Fink's  view,  that  the 
notion  of  harmony  is  “hard¬ 
wired"  into  rhe  human  brain, 
not  something  that  is  learnt. 
This  view,  which  is  opposed 


by  many  musicologists,  is 
backed  by  research  showing 
that  babies  react  differently  to 
a  pair  of  harmo/iious  notes 
played  together  than  they  do 
to  a  pair  of  discordant  notes. 

The  section  of  flute  was 
found  in  July  1995  by  Slove¬ 
nian  archaeologist  Dr  Ivan 
Turk  alongside  other  Nean¬ 
derthal  artefacts.  Teeth  and 
soil  from  the  same  layer  of 
earth  in  which  the  flute  was 
found  were  dated  by  Dr 
Bonnie  Blackwell  of  Queens 
College  in  New  York. 

She  concluded  it  was  at  least 
43.000  years  old  and  possibly 
as  old  as  67.000  years. 

She  acknowledged  that  the 
holes  could  have  been  made 
by  an  animal  but  added:  “It 
would  be  pretty  surprising  to 
■  have  an  animal  make  them  in 
such  a  straight  line". 

Dr  Ttirk  said:  “The  flute 
reinforces  the  basic  human¬ 
ness  of  the  Neanderthals.  I 
can’t  imagine  a  group  having 
conscious  music  without  hav¬ 
ing  language." 


Why  the  cereal  fillers  have  more  get  up  and  go 


By  Jeremy  Laurance 

HEALTH  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  ideal  breakfast  is  a  glass  of 
orange  juice,  a  cup  of  coffee  and  a  bowl 
of  cereal. 

People  who  start  the  day  with  a  slug 
of  vitamin  C.  a  dose  of  caffeine  and  a 
helping  of  carbohydrate  are  happier 
and  perform  better  throughout  the 
morning.  Professor  Andy  Smith  of  the 
University  of  Bristol  said. 


A  study  of  600  people  who  were 
asked  to  record  their  breakfast  habits 
found  that  those  who  regularly  ate 
cereal  first  thing  in  the  morning  had  a 
more  positive  mood  compared  with 
those  who  ate  other  foods  or  had  no 
breakfast.  Elderly  cereal  eaters  were 
also  found  to  have  higher  IQs. 

However  the  same  meal  eaten  later 
in  the  day  did  not  have  the  same  effect, 
and  researchers  are  investigating  how 
breakfast  enhances  performance.  "It  is 


possibly  the  effect  of  the  glucose  -  the 
primary'  foe!  of  rhe  brain.  After  fasting 
overnight  you  need  it,”  Professor 
Smith  told  the  British  Psychological 
Society  conference  in  Edinburgh. 

"We  did  not  look  at  the  type  of  cereal 
eaten,  but  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  whether  cornflakes  or  All  Bran 
has  the  greater  effect,"  he  added. 

The  study  provided  no  information 
about  cooked  breakfasts  because  the 
diets  of  the  non-cereal  eaters  were  not 


recorded.  But  other  research  has 
shown  that  cooked  breakfasts  do 
improve  mood,  probably  because  they 
are  now  unusual  and  regarded  as  a 
treat 

In  further  research.  Professor  Smith 
said  that  people  who  drank  the 
equivalent  of  four  cups  of  coffee  a  day 
performed  more  efficiently  throughout 
the  day  than  those  who  drank  less  and 
he  suggested  that  sensible  employers 
should  hand  out  free  coffee  or  tea. 
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Says  a  well  known  Indian  text. 

‘Life  flows  like  water  from  a  broken  pot, 
therefore,  O  man,  while  there  still  is  time, 
choose  the  better  way../ 
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Teachers  boo  Shephard  attack  on  union 

.1 I  _1 


By  David  Charter 

EDUCATION  CORRESPONDENT 


GILLIAN  SHEPHARD  was  hissed 
and  booed  by  more  than  500  teachers 
yesterday  alter  she  said  that  industri¬ 
al  action  was  unacceptable  behav¬ 
iour.  The  Education  and 
Employment  Secretary  was  heckled 
as  teachers  insisted  that  giving 
parents  die  power  to  stop  them 
striking  would  deepen  the  crisis  of 
indiscipline  in  schools. 

Speaking  to  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Schoolmasters  and  Union  of 
Women  Teachers,  Mrs  Shephard 
defended  Conservative  manifesto 
plans  to  allow  those  affected  by 
strikes  to  halt  diem  with  a  court 


injunction -The  union  said  that  this 
would  give  even  more  power  to 
unruly  pupils  and  their  parents  to 
disrupt  school  life.  The  union  has 
won  several  high-profile  victories 
against  troublesome  children  by 
threatening  to  strike  if  forced  to  teach 
them. and  will  consider  industrial 
action  next  term  to  prevent  die  return 
on  appeal  of  two  boys -expelled  for 
carrying  an  air  pistol  at  Yorkshire 
Martyrs  Collegiate  School,  Bradford. 

Mrs  Shephard  yesterday  praised 
the  union  for  bringing  discipline 
problems  at  The  Ridings  School. 
Halifax,  into  the  spotlight  but  said 
striking  was  “not  the  way  for 
professional  people  to  behave". 

In  an  -  uncompromising  perfor¬ 


mance  at  the  NASUWT  annual 
conference  in  Bournemouth,  she 
endured  jeers  throughout  her  speech 
over  nursery  vouchers,  school  inspec¬ 
tion  and  plans  to  appraise  teachers' 
based  on  their  pupils’  results. 

The  barracking  marked  a  growing 
stand-off  between  politicians  and 
teacher  unions  during  their  Easter 
conference  season. 

David  Blunkett  Mrs  Shephard^ 
Labour  Shadow,  told  the  more  mili¬ 
tant  National  Union  of  Teachers  that 
he  would  not  accept  “bullying"  tactics 
from  teachers.  He  said  it  was  not 
acceptable  for  them  to  strike  over 
government  policies. 

■Nigel  de  Gruchy.  general  secretary 
of  the  NASUWT.  said  he  would 


ballot  his  165.000  members  for 
industrial  action  if  the  next  Govern¬ 
ment  did  not  cut  workload  within  a 
year.  The  union  yesterday  voted  to 
boycott  after-school  homework  dubs, 
a  key  part  of  Labour’s  plans,  unless 
they  were  paid  extra.  Labour  re¬ 
sponded  by  saying  it  wanted  the 
dubs  to  be  staffed  by  students  and 
elderly  volunteers. 

A  survey  for  the  union  next  week 
wUl  confirm  teachers’  dissatisfaction 
with  politicians  by  showing  a  large 
percentage  undecided  over  who  to 
vote  for.  Mr  de  Gruchy  said:  "Both 
manifestos  of  the  two  main  parties 
are  so  uninteresting.  The  Conserva¬ 
tive  re-hashes  all  the  old  arguments 
about  structure  and  does  nothing  to 


raise  the  morale  of  teachers.  Labour 
makes  more  of  a  move  towards 
helping  die  teaching  profession  by 
reducing  dass  sizes." 

Mr  de  Gruchy  fold  Mrs  Shephard 
her  plans  further  to  limit  industrial 
action  struck  "at  die  very  heart  of 
human  freedom". 

Mrs  Shephard  said  the  conference 
had  been  “stimulating  and  enjoy¬ 
able"  and  left  in  defiant  mood.  "You 
have  said  goodbye  to  me  but  don't 
hold  your  breath."  she  said.  “Ill  be 
back." 

Mr  de  Gruchy  responded:  “We 
hope  to  welcome  you  back  I  am  sure 
h  will  be  quite  an  experience  to  come 
back  as  a  Shadow  of  your  former 
self.” 
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at  Wembley 


Central  London 
gridlocked  by 
rail  bomb  alerts 


By  Richard  Ford  and 
MichaelHorsneu. 
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LARGE  areas  of  central 
London  were  gridlocked  last 
night  after  bomb  alerts  at 
mainline  rail  stations  forced 
the  closure  of  surrounding 
main  roads. 

As  British  Transport  police 
searched  King’s  Cross,  St  Fan- 
eras,  Waterloo  and  Euston 
after  telephoned  threats,  se¬ 
nior  officers  held  an  anti- 
terrorist  summit  to  discuss 
ways  of  combating  a  new  IRA 
strategy  aimed  at  causing 
maximum  disruption  in  the 
run-up  to  the  election. 

A  spokesman  for  the  AA 
said:  “Major  roads  have  been 
sealed  off  because  of  security 
alerts  and  central  London  is 
pretty  well  gridlocked.  This  is 
one  of  the  worst  cases  of  delay 
we  have  ever  seen." 

The  alerts  led  to  the  suspen¬ 
sion  for  several  hours  of 
mainline  rail  services  in  and 
out  of  King’s  Cross.  St  Pancras 
and  the  Thamesiink  line  at 
King's  Cross.  Underground, 
services  were  also  suspended 
before  the  start  of  die  rush- 
hour.  Tube  trains  were  later 
allowed  to  run  but  not  to  stop 
at  King’s  Gross. 

Traffic  problems  were  exac¬ 
erbated  by  subsidence  at 
Westminster  Underground 
station  due  to  excavations  for 
foe  Jubilee  Line.  Eastbound 
traffic  was  not  allowed  to  cross 
Westminster  Bridge. 

The  anti-terror  summit  took 
place  as  police  reopened 
stretches  of  foe  M5  and  the 


The  driver  of  an  articulat¬ 
ed  lony  died  early  yester¬ 
day  when  it  careered  off  a 
bridge  and  blocked  foe 
main  West  Coast  railway 
line.  No  other  vehicle  was 
involved  in  the  accident 
on  the  A5I9  in  the  Staf¬ 
fordshire  hamlet  of  M31- 
meece,  near  EcdeshalL 
The  crash  affected  com¬ 
muters  trying  to  avoid 
traffic  jams  caused  by  the 
M5  and  Mfi  closures. 


M6  in  the  West  Midlands 
which  had  been  closed  to 
traffic  for  more  than  30  hours 
after  bombs  were  planted 
under  an  elevated  section  of 
the  carriageway.  There  were 
unconfirmed  reports  that  one 
of  the  bombs  placed  under  the 
M6  contained  up  to  1*2  lb  of 
Semtex  high  explosive, 
enough  to  cause  severe  dam¬ 
age  to  a  main  junction. 

Commander  John  Grieve, 
head  of  Scotland  Yard’s  Anti- 
Terrorist  Branch,  took  part  in 
the  summit  in  his  role  as 
national  co-ordinator  for  com¬ 
bating  terrorist  activity. 

Mervyn  Jones,  Chief  Con¬ 
stable  of  Cheshire,  said  foe 
meeting  demonstrated  that  foe 
country's  43  police  forces 
worked  very  closely  on  tack¬ 
ling  terrorism.  “By  collectively 
looking  at  the  pattern  of 
activity  in  these  incidents,  we 
are  able  to  address  the  big 
picture  and  bring  together  all 
of  the  information  relevant  to 
our  particular  investigations." 


With  a  TSB 
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Simon  Pemberton  (Peter  Wingfield),  left  and  Eddie  Grundy  (Trevor  Harrison) 


Forget  the  polls,  Eddie’s  safe 


By  Robin  Young 


A  VILLAGE  crisis  that 
sparked  a  nationwide  cam¬ 
paign  ended  happily  last 
night  as  the  botch-and-mend 
Grundys  kept  control,  of 
Grange  Farm  in  The  Archers, 
defeating  eviction  by  dastard¬ 
ly  landlord.  Simon 
Pemberton. 

The  latest  plot  in  the  Radio 
4  drama  had  appeared  to  grip 
more  of  Middle  England  than 
the  election,  and  Ira  listeners 
launching  a  pro-Grundy  cam¬ 
paign  which  sought  the  sup¬ 
port  of  John  Gummer.  the 
Environment  Secretary. 

Despite  an  agricultural 
track  record  which  included  a 
conviction  for  leaving  sheep 
undipped  two  years  ago. 
another  for  polluting  the  river 
with  slurry  run-off  from  their 


flHcept  farmyard!,  and  no 
fewer  than  eight  livestock 
escapes  in  the  past  year  alone, 
Eddie  Grundy  was  heard  by 
four  million  listeners  as  he 
returned  from  an  agricultural 
tribunal  bearing  and  told  his 
wife,  Clarrie:  “We’ve  won 
love.  U’s  ail  right  now  Clarrie. 
It’s  all  over.” 

Pemberton  had  based  his 
case  for  eviction  on  two 
points:  the  Grundys’  poor 
husbandry  and  the  argument 
that  the  land  could  be  more 
profitably  used  if  farmed  dir¬ 
ectly  by  the  estate.  The  evi¬ 
dence  which  turned  the 
verdict  against  him  was  given 
by  Shula  Hebden  (n£e  Ar¬ 
cher),  formerly  Pemberton’s 
estate  agent,  who  weighed  in 
as  expert  farming  witness  on 
behalf  of  her  family’s  erst¬ 
while  enemies,  foe  grubby 


and  ever-grumbling  Grundys. 
Pemberton  may  hot  be  fin¬ 
ished  yet  There  could  be 
trouble  ahead  for  Susan  Car¬ 
ter.  his  employee,  who  risked 
her  job  by  telling  foe  Grun¬ 
dys'  (egkl  representative  that 
the  he  secretly  planned  to  put 
Grange  Farm  entirely  down 
to  the  EU  grant-rich  crop  of 
the  moment  flax. 

“This  has  been  one  of  our 
most  successful  stories  of  re¬ 
cent  years."  said  The  Archers 
editor,  Vanessa  Whitburn, 
criticised  in  the  past  for  intro¬ 
ducing  swearing,  drug  taking, 
armed  robbery,  suicide,  rac¬ 
ism,  domestic  violence  and 
abortion  to  the  everyday  saga 
of  countryfolk.  “It  featured  a 
dramatic  conflict  between 
strong  characters,  while  re¬ 
flecting  the  real  erosion  of 
smaller,  traditiooal  farms." 


Islanders 

celebrate 


buy-out 


Woman  starved 


Murder  charge 


Police  last  night  charged 
Samson  Gower,  18.  with  the 
murder  of  poet  Deborah 
Thomas.  37.  who  was  found 
battered  to  death  in  her  blaz¬ 
ing  home  in  Brighton  on 
Easter  Day.  He  will  appear  at 
foe  town’s  magistrates*  court 
this  morning.' 


Record  GP  quits 


Dr  Adrian  Caro,  who  once 
held  the  worid^  record  for  the 
most  hours  on  duty  in  a  week 
—  139  —  is  to  retire  from 


general  practice  in  Dereham, 
Norfolk,  because  of  stress.  In 
1971  he  led  a  junior  hospital 
doctors'  strike  against  exces¬ 
sive  working  hours. 


Princess’s  riches 


Diana.  Princess  of  Wales,  has 
made  her  first  appearance  in 
the  annual  listing  by  The 
Sunday  Times  of  Britain's 
1,000  richest  people.  Her  di¬ 
vorce  settlement  helped  her  to 
share  9I6th  place  with  the 
cook  Delia  Smith.  Both 
women  are  worth  £17  million. 


Scotland 


Continued  from  page  1 
a  Scottish  parliament  to  those 
of  an  English  parish  council. 
His  comparison  may  have 
been  designed  to  reassure 
English  voters  who  fear  that 
Labour  could  destabilise  Brit¬ 
ain  with  plans  for  constitu¬ 
tional  change-  But  foe  Soots 
took  it  as  a  further  emascula¬ 
tion  of  the  parliament  they 
have  waited  300  years  to  see. 

Michael  Forsyth,  the  Scot¬ 
tish  Secretary,  said;  "Tony 
Blair’s  dismissive  remarks 
about  a  Scottish  parliament 
betray  foe  extent  to  which  he 
has  duped  his  own  Scottish 
supporters.  If  he  agrees  with 
us  that  sovereignty  must  re¬ 
main  at  Westminster,  why 
does  he  not  abandon  this 
reckless  scheme?" 

The  comparison  of  a  Scot¬ 
tish  parliament  with  a  parish 
council  was  “blatantly  dishon¬ 
est".  but  if  what  Scotland  was 
to  get  was  "no  more  significant 
than  a  parish  council,  why 
risk  the  integrity  of  the  United 
Kingdom?" 

Alex  Salmond,  leader  of  the 
Scottish  National  Party,  said: 
Tony  Blairs  reversal  of  Scot¬ 
tish  sovereignty  goes  to  the 
very  heart  of  new  Labour’s 
retreat  on  the  Scottish  consti¬ 
tution.  And  likening  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  an  assembly  to  those  of  a 
local  authority  gives  foe  game 
away  about  the  weakness  of 
devolution.  Blair  has  blown 
the  Scottish  election  wide  open 
with  these  devestaring 
remarks” 

Sir  David  Steel  of  the 
liberal  Democrats  said: 
Tony  Blair  should  leave  talk¬ 
ing  about  Scotland  to  his 
Scottish  colleagues  who  un¬ 
derstand  the  issues.  Sadly 
when  he  opens  his  mouth  on 
die  subject  he  puts  his  foot  in 
it 

“He .  says  ‘sovereignty  re¬ 
sides  with  the  Westminster 
parliament’  and  ‘that  we  are 
not  devolving,  sovereignty. 
Frankly  that  is 
gobbledegook." 


Sellafield 
fined  over 
unsafe 


transport 


OPERATORS  of  the  Sellafield 
nudear  plant  showed  a  "total 
disregard"  of  repeated  warn¬ 
ings  that  a  bridge  carrying 
radioactive  waste  over  a  rail¬ 
way  fine  was  in  danger  of 
collapse,  a  magistrate  said 
yesTerday. 

British  Nuclear  Fuels  was 
fined  the  maximum  of  £20,000 
and  ordered  to  pay  costs  of 
£3,844  by  Whitehaven  Magis¬ 
trates’  Court  in  Cumbria  after 
it  admitted  breaching  the  Ra¬ 
dioactive  Substances  Act. 

The  court  was  told  that,  for 
more  than  six  years,  the  state- 
owned  company  fallal  to  act 
on  a  series  of  recommenda¬ 
tions  that  it  should  carry  out 
“urgent  and  immediate"  re¬ 
pair  work  on  foe  100-yard  long 
bridge  carrying  the  main  low- 
level  radioactive  discharge 
from  the  plant  over  the  Bar- 
row-to-Carlisle  railway  line 
and  out  into  the  Irish 
Sea. 

Steven  Zdolyny,  for  the 
prosecution,  told  the  court  that 
there  had  been  a  risk  that  a 
collapse  of  the  bridge  could 
fracture  the  pipe  and  allow 
radioactive  material  to  escape. 
Frank  Hornsby,  the  chairman 
of  foe  Bench,  said  the  public 
had  a  right  to  expect  that 
BNFL  should  folly  carry  out 
its  responsibilities.  "The  total 
disregard  of  reports  prepared 
between  1990  and  1995  recom¬ 
mending  urgent  remedial  ac¬ 
tion  is  of  grave  concern,"  he 
said. 

The  Environment  Agency, 
which  brought  the  prosecu¬ 
tion,  accepted  that  the  environ¬ 
mental  results  of  any  collapse 
of  the  bridge  would  have  been 
small  because  the  plant's  leak- 
detection  system  would  have 
shut  off  foe  discharge. 
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The  Open 
University 


Nine-month  courses 
for  career  and 
personal  development 


Our  new  7997  prospectus  has  over  150  courses  in  arts, 
science,  social  science,  computing,  technology,  mathematics, 
modem  languages,  business  management,  law,  education, 
and  health  and  social  welfare. 

Whether  you're  looking  for  personal  satisfaction  or 
improved  career  prospects,  there's  a  course  for  you.  All 
courses  can  count  towards  a  Diploma  or  BA/BSc  degree  and 
many  relate  to  professional  qualifications.  Employers  welcome 
applications  from  OU  graduates  because  they're  seen  as 
self-starters,  and  over 24,000  employers  sponsor  their  staff  on 
OU  courses.  ' 

Through  OU  supported  open  learning 

Our  unique  method  of  teaching  lets  you  study  wherever  you 
live  and  in  your  own  time.  The  Open  University  comes  to  you  - 
with  specially  written  texts,  audio  and  video  cassettes,  TV  and 
radio  programmes  ?nd,  for  some  courses,  computer  software. 
You  also  receive  support  from  your  personal  tutor  and  Regional 
■Centre.  No  previous  qualifications  are  required.  If  you  need 
help,  some  financial  support  may  be  available. 

Admissions  are  on  a  first-come,  first-served  baas  -  so  fill 
in  the  coupon  or  phone  NOW. 


Send  for  your  free  prospectus  on  ‘Courses, 
Diplomas  and  BA/BSc  Degrees’  NOW. 


Sand  tw  The  Open  Untanrity.  PO  Box  $25,  Milton  Kaynaa,  MK1  1HC 
□  Pknaa  sand  my  copy  erf  the  Courses,  Diplomas  and  BA/BSc  Dagree* 
prospectus. 

U97CN 


Nam* 


Addnm 


Pomade 


Tel 


OU  Hotline  £24  hoor$)  Ol908  370199 


Unlverrity  education  and  training  open  to  all  adults 


The  64  islanders  of  Eigg  were 

celebrating  last  night  after 
having  bought  foe  Hebridean 
isle,  ending  the  long  and 
bitter  reign  of  absentee  pri¬ 
vate  lairds.  Their  £15  million 
offer  was  accepted  by  those 
acting  for  Marlin  Eckhart 
iVfaruma,  a  German  artist 
who  bought  Eigg  less  than 
two  years  ago.  The  island  is 
"dry",  with  no  pubs  or  hotels, 
but  islanders  believe  that  pri¬ 
vate  cellars  will  provide  a 
celebratory  drink.  The  Isle  of 
Eigg  Heritage  Trust  will  be¬ 
come  foe  official  island  own¬ 
ers  on  June  12. 


The  daughter  of  a  former 
Tory  MP  starved  to  death,  a 
coroner’s  court  found.  Cath¬ 
erine  Bingham,  39,  of 
Heswall,  Merseyside, 
weighed  force  stone  when 
police  found  her  dead  at  home 
last  month.  Her  father  was 
the  late  Richard  Bingham. 
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Ford  Escort  reaches  the  end  of  the  road 


By  Tim  Jones 


THE  Ford  Escort,  one  of  the 
most  famous  yet  derided 
/tames  in  motoring,  is  nearing 
*e  end  of  the  road.  More  than 
30  years  after  the  People's  Car 
rolled  off  the  production  lines. 
Ford  is  looking  to  rename  the 
humble  family  saloon  which 
has  numbered  Diana,  Prin¬ 
cess  of  Wales,  Essex  Woman 
and  the  Chancellor.  Kenneth 
Clarke,  among  its  fans. 

The  company  is  seeking  to 
consign  the  name  ro  the  hist¬ 
ory  books  and  come  up  with  a 
sleeker,  slicker  moniker  to 
drive  the  car  into  the  new 
millennium,  it  is  a  high-risk 
y  which  yesterday  sur- 
industry  experts  and 
advertising  agencies, 
which  know  the  value  of  a 
tried  and  tested  brand  name. 
The  move  may  even  dismay 
some  of  the  18  million  people 
worldwide  who  have  bought 
the  modest  mid-market  saloon 
which  has  been  restyled  many 
times  since  tt  was  launched  in 
its  Mark  1  form  in  1968. 

Although  no  firm  derision 
has  yet  been  taken,  the  com¬ 
pany  is  expected  to  pay  image 
consultants  up  to  £500,000  to 
come  up  with  a  new  name.  For 
a  car  which  has  supplied  the 
company's  bread-and-butter 
profits  for  three  decades,  it  will 
be  a  decision  Ford  cannot 
afford  to  get  wrong. 

In  spite  of  being  associated 
with  Essex  girls  and  having  its 
acoustic  properties  tested  by 
young  men  with  loud  music 
systems,  the  Escort  has  also 
been  loved  by  upmarket  enth¬ 
usiasts.  Diana,  Princess  of 


Wales,  once  owned  a  115  mph 
Ford  Escort  Cabriolet  and 
Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Chancel¬ 
lor.  still  drives  a  red  M- 
registered  model. 

Professor  Garel  Rhys,  an 
industry  expert  of  Cardiff 
University,  said:  “Escort  is 
already  a  European  name.  It 
is  unthinkable  that  VW  or 
Toyota  would  kick  names 
such  as  Golf  or  Corolla  into 
touch" 

Trevor  Beattie,  creative  di¬ 
rector  of  GGT  advertising. 


said:  “I  am  not  surprised  they 
are  thinking  of  changing  the 
name,  just  disappointed.  The 
Escort  name,  after  all  these 
years,  means  something.  I  just 
know  a  new  name  will  be 
something  ludicrous  and 
meaningless,  wind-tested  so 
as  not  to  offend  any  nation  on 
Earth,  i  dread  to  think  what 
they  will  come  up  with.” 

Moray  MacLennan  of 
M&C  Saatchi,  the  advertising 
agency,  said:  “Changing  the 
name  of  a  well-loved  product 


can  be  dangerous  but  the 
company  will  not  be  altering 
the  essentia]  Fbrdness  of  the 
.car. 

“They  will  want  a  name 
which  will  retain  the  heritage 
and  warm  values  of  the  old 
product  while  creating  some¬ 
thing  for  the  new  millennium. 
It  could  be  quite  tricky." 

Since  it  first  rolled  off  the 
production  line  in  1968,  as  a 
sedate  family  saloon  which 
went  from  0-60  in  a  stately  223 
seconds,  reaching  a  top  speed 


of  75  mph.  the  Escort  has 
undergone  five  reincarna¬ 
tions.  The  latest  l.S  injection 
two  door  cabriolet  reaches 
60m ph  in  10  seconds  and  has  a 
top  speed  nf  120  mph. 

Special  editions,  much  fa¬ 
voured  by  boy  racers,  have 
included  the  Mexico,  the 
RS2000,  XR3i  and  the  exotical- 
ly  named  Calypso.  And  where 
they  were  once  sold  in  only 
bland  colours  they  now  can  bie 
had  in  -  Chianti  Red,  Mint 
Green.  Bahama  Blue  and 


Spring  Violet.  For  three  years 
in  a  row.  in  the  early  1980s,  the 
Escort  was  the  world's  best¬ 
selling  car  and,  until  recently, 
the  top-selling  model  in 
Britain. 

Ford’s  decision  earlier  this 
year  to  cease  producing  the 
Escort  at  its  plant  in 
Halewood.  Merseyside, 
threatened  the  company  with 
a  national  strike.  That  was 
averted  only  when  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  stepped  in  with  a 
£15  million  grant  to  ensure 


that  a  “people  carrier”,  based 
on  the  Escort,  would  be  made 
at  the  factory. 

The  replacement  car  for  the 
current  model,  know  only  as 
the  “World  Escort",  is  to  be 
huiit  in  Cologne,  it  will  be 
launched  next  year. 

A  spokesman  for  the  com¬ 
pany  said  no  decision  had 
been  taken  on  whether  the 
Escort  name  would  be 
scrapped.  “We  cannot  confirm 
or  deny  what  the  replacement 
will  be  called." 


Consultant  will  be  paid  £500,000  to  test-drive  new  brand  name 


By  Alan  Copps 

WHATEVER  name  is  chosen  to 
replace  the  long-serving  Escort,  the 
£3)0.000  Ford  is  expected  to  pay  a 
branding  consultant  will  be  money 
well  spent  if  it  avoids  some  of  the 
deeper  potholes  on  the  road  to  a 
new  car  name. 

Even  the  world's  most  presti¬ 
gious  carmaker  is  not  immune. 
Rolls-Royce  wanted  to  add  to  its 
renowned  catalogue  .  of  Stiver 
Ghosts  and  Silver  Shadows  a 
model  named  the  Silver  Mist  — 


until  a  linguist  among  the  execu¬ 
tives  at  Crewe  pointed  out  that 
“Mist"  in  German  meant  “dung". 
Toyota  has  exactly  the  same  prob¬ 
lem  in  France:  where  its  neat  little 
MR2  coupe,  enunciated  in  French 
as  “Emm-erredeux”,  sounds  rath¬ 
er  like  “meide". 

General  Motors'  problem  in 
Spain  was  less  scatological  but  just 
as  tricky.  When  the  VanxbaU  Nova 
was  renamed  the  Corsa.  the  official 
reason  was  the  harmonisation  of 
marketing  throughout  Europe,  but 
the  real  problem  was  that  in  Spain 


Nova  is  tile  equivalent  of  saying  "it 
doesn't  go”. 

The  Escort  can  justly  daira  to  be 
the  first  “Eurocar”.  Identical  mod¬ 
els  made  at  Halewood  on  Mersey¬ 
side  and  Cologne  in  Germany  were 
introduced  in  1967  and  more  than 
l&5miHion  have  been  sold  world¬ 
wide  since  then.  But  the  name 
harks  back  to  the  days  when  cosy 
but  dignified  Anglo-Saxon  titles 
like  Prefect  Popular  and  Anglia 
adorned  Fond’s  bestsellers,  a  far  cry 
from  the  aggressive  Probe,  animal 
Puma  and  all-embracing  Mondeo 


which  grace  some  of  its  current 
range. 

One  of  the  biggest  consultancies 
in  tire  business  is  tire  London-based 
Interbrand,  which  has  worked  for 
most  of  the  world’s  carmakers. 
Interbrand  gets  a  thorough  briefing 
on  the  car’s  specification  and  in¬ 
tended  market  and  then  calls  in  its 
brainstorming  committee  —  100 
part-timers  ranging  from  resting 
actors  to  housewives,  from  civil 
servants  to  peers. 

“These  are  all  people  chosen  for 
their  wide  vocabularies,  their  com¬ 


mand  of  imagery  and  their  ability 
to  converse  together,"  says 
interbrand's  Tom  Blackett  “They 
do  The  Times  crossword,  they  are 
good  at  Scrabble,  they  have  verbal 
facility  and  fetidly.  Ten  or  12  have 
been  with  us  since  we  started  22 
years  ago. 

“We  have  access  to  the  registers 
of  names  run  by  national  motor 
industries  and  have  our  own  mas¬ 
sive  database.  We  also  have  a 
software  programme  which  can 
assemble  words  at  random. 

“We  might  give  it  a  three-letter 


start  and  see  what  comes  out 
Suzuki  wanted  a  name  to  project 
the  vitality  of  their  small  off-roader. 
so  we  gave  the  computer  ’Vit'  and 
asked  for  every  vowet-consonant- 
vowel  combination  to  finish  it  off. 
In  the  long  string  of  quasi-words 
that  came  streaming  out  we  found 
Vitara.  They  liked  it" 

In  fact  the  Japanese  take  the 
biscuit  when  it  comes  to  car  names, 
giving  us  such  gems  as  the  Nissan 
Cedric  and  the  Mazda  Bongo 
Friendee.  Toyota's  latest  offering  in 
Britain  is  the  Picnic. 


Cemetery 
extension 
is  grave 
intrusion 
for  tycoon 

By  Shirley  English 

A  TYCOON  who  once  said  he 
was  driven  by  fear  of  death 
has  blocked  plans  to  extend  a 
village  cemetery  onlo  a  section 
of  his  Scottish  estate.  Christo¬ 
pher  Moran  says  it  would 
spoil  the  view. 

Mr  Moran,  49.  says  he  is 
not  prepared  to  parr  with  the 
third  of  an  acre  site  to  Moray 
council,  even  if  they  offered 
£1  million.  He  says  any  expan¬ 
sion  would  mean  that  he  could 
see  graves  from  the  top  win¬ 
dows  of  Cabrach  House  on 
Spey  side. 

The  land  is  needed  to  extend 
the  200-year-old  cemetery  be¬ 
side  Cabrach  parish  church. 
Moray  council,  which  wants 
the  area  legally  designated  as 
a  burial  ground,  is  seeking  a 
compulsory  purchase  order 
from  Elgin  Sheriff  Court.  The 
council  says  the  extension 
would  last  the  community  far 
another  200  years. 

Mr  Moran.  49,  who  heads 
an  insurance  broking  and 
investment  business  in 
London,  is  one  of  Britain's 
wealthiest  men.  He  owns  the 
Cabrach  and  Glenfiddich  es¬ 
tates  near  Dufftown,  which 
cover  46,000  acres  across  the 
heart  of  Scotland's  malt 
whisky  country. 

In  a  profile  in  a  Sunday 
newspaper  he  was  reputed  to 
be  worth  about  £150  million. 
He  said  his  ambition  and 
drive  came  from  his  fear  of 
death.  “The  one  thing  on  my 
mind  since  1  was  a  child  is  that 
I  am  going  to  die.  Time  is 
short  and  if  you  have  the 
ability  it  is  a  duty  to  do  what 
you  can.  I  cannot  waste  a  day. " 

Mr  Moran,  who  was  not 
available  for  comment  yester¬ 
day,  has  offered  two  alterna¬ 
tive  rites  on  his  land  for  the 
cemetery,  which  the  council 
says  are  unsuitable  because 
they  would  create  a  separate 
graveyard,  preventing  rela¬ 
tives  being  buried  next  to 
loved  ones. 


Murder 
witness’s 
hands  cut 
off  in  pub 

By  a  Staff  Reporter 


f.- 


A  MURDER  trial  witness  told 
a  court  yesterday  how  his 
hands  were  almost  severed 
with  a  butcher's  knife  when  he 
was  attacked  by  a  gang  in  a 
crowded  pub. 

Members  of  the  gang 
pinned  down  David  Jacobs 
and  stopped  other  drinkers 
coming  to  his  aid  during  the 
attack,  which  was  part  of  a 
campaign  of  intimidation 
against  witnesses,  Worcester 
Crown  Court  was  told. 

Mr  Jacobs,  32,  a  former 
builder  who  is  unable  to.  work 
because  of  his  injuries,  said  he 
had  been  chatting  to  friends  in 
a  pub  in  Rubery.  Birming¬ 
ham,  last. year  when  he  no¬ 
ticed  a  group  walk  in  at 
dosing  time.  "I  saw  one  of 
them  nad  a  mask  on  and  he 
looked  round  at  me  and  pulled 
a  big  knife  out  of  his  coat  It 
was  about  18  inches  long  and 
looked  like  it  was  sharp  on 
bath  rides." 

Mr  Jacobs  threw  his  glass  at 
the  man  and  tried  to  run  away 
but  was  cornered.  "I  looked  at- 
my  hands  and  I  could  see 
broken  bones  and  tendons. 
My  hands  were  hanging  off.  f 
got  back  up  on  my  feet  and 
that  was  when  the  blood  I 


started  coming.  I  started 
.  shouting  ‘get  an  ambulance’ " 
His  hands  were  sewn  back  in 
a  series  of  operations. 

.  :y  :■■■  Ronald  Clarke.  30,  of  New- 
.  ;  ;r  town,  Birmingham,  and  James 
McDaid,  2S.  of  Frankley,  West 
Midlands,  deny  causing  griev- 

•-  "  ous  bodily  harm  with  intent  to 

Mr  Jacobs.  They  also  deny 
■  violent  disorder.  Lee  Ander- 
son.  25.  of  RowJey  Regis. 
Birmingham  and  John  Wil- 
r  T  son,  25.  of  Northfiekf, 

‘  '  Birmingham,  deny  violent  dis- 

.  •- -r"  .,  order.  The  trial  continues. 


Ex-principal 
returns  missing 
art  to  Durham 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 

THE  former  principal  of  a 
university  college  who  left 
after  discrepancies  were  dis¬ 
closed  in  his  academic  qualifi¬ 
cations  has  returned  a 
number  of  objets  (tart  to  the 
college  after  a  flurry  of  legal 
letters. 

Lawyers  wrote  to  the  Rev 
Duane  Wad  e-Hampton  Ar¬ 
nold  when  staff  at  St  Chad's  at 
Durham  could  not  find  the 
pieces  after  his  departure  last 
month.  They  included  a  coral 
crucifix  presented  by  its 
founder  in  1904,  which  the 
college  had  valued  at  £40,000, 
a  Georgian  chest  of  drawers 
wmth  more  than  £1,000.  at 
least  one  painting  and  a 
number  of  ornaments. 

Last  night  Dr  Arnold,  who 
is  now  at  the  Concordia  theo¬ 
logical  seminar  m  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  said:  “Some 
items  were  inadvertently  tak¬ 
en  by  the  removers.  They  have 
been  returned.'  The  matter  is 
now  closed." 

However  he  and  the  college 
are  disputing  the  ownership  of 
the  Georgian  chest,  which  he 
insists  is  his.  Oliver  Hyams. 
his  British  solicitor,  said  he 
had  bought  it  and  taken  it 
back  with  him:  “If  it  is  worth 
£200,  he  will  be  lucky.” 

The  Rt  Rev  Michael 
Hensail.  chairman  of  the  coll¬ 
ege  governors,  said:  “We  have 
documentary  evidence  which 
shows  the  chest  predates  his 
arrival  here.  The  crucifix  had 
been  removed  from  a  safe  in 
the  chapel  and  taken  into  Dr 
Arnold’s  lodgings,  ostensibly 
for  safekeeping  " 

Dr  Arnold  resigned  in  Janu¬ 
ary.  while  on  three  months 
leave  of  absence,  after  details 
of  his  qualifications  listed  in 


Arnold:  said  items  had 
been  taken  by  removers 


Who’s  W7io  and  other  refer¬ 
ence  books  proved  to  be  bogus. 
He  blamed  clerics}  errors  and 
a  plot  against  him  by  academ¬ 
ics  who  disapproved  of  his 
radical  methods.  He  is  taking 
the  college  and  university  ro 
an  industrial  tribunal  alleging 
constructive  dismissal. 

Mr  Hyams  said  that  the 
college  had  asked  about  II 
missing  items.  Dr  Arnold  had 
found  seven  when  he  un¬ 
packed  the  container  of  his 
effects  in  the  US.  Besides  the 
crucifix  and  the  desk  there  was 
a  desk  lamp,  a  letter  rack,  an 
ash  tray,  a  tray  and  a  small 
safe.  He  daimed  that  none 
had  any  great  value.  Of  the 
other  four  items,  one  painting 
was  found  in  Britain  at  the 
restorers  and  a  second  paint¬ 
ing  was  found  in  the  college. 

“The  container  was  packed 
by  the  removal  men  after  he 
had  left  the  country.  Frankly 
he  sees  this  all  as  a  storm  in  a 
tea-cup."  Mr  Hyams  said. 

The  college,  which  had  ap¬ 
proached  Durham  police  to 
investigate  the  matter,  has  told 
die  force  it  is  dealing  with  the 
matter  itself. 


Fireman’s 
love  of  job 
drove  him 
to  arson 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 

A  PART-TIME  fireman  has 
been  detained  for  two  years 
after  admitting  a  series  of 
arson  attacks. 

Mathew  Whiting.  19,  de¬ 
rived  such  excitement  from 
fighting  fires  that  he  began  to 
set  them.  The  judge  told  him 
that  his  actions  had  let  dawn 
his  family,  particularly  his 
father,  who  had  been  a  fire¬ 
man  for  35  years. 

Edmund  Walters,  for  the 
prosecution,  told  Reading 
Crown  Court  that  Whiting 
had  started  the  fires — causing 
damage  of  almost  £30,000  — 
in  the  Hungerfard  area  of 
Berkshire  last  summer.  He 
had  set  fire  to  a  stack  of  barley 
straw,  bales  of  hay  and  a 
Dutch  bam. 

Whiting,  of  Hungerford.  ad¬ 
mitted  four  counts  of  arson 
and  asked  for  a  further  arson 
charge  to  be  taken  into  consid¬ 
eration.  The  court  was  told 
that  he  had  been  a  retained 
firefighter  at  Hungerford  Fire 
Station  from  1994  until  he 
resigned  in  1996  after  being 
arrested. 

Paul  Reid,  for  the  defence, 
said:  "Whiting’s  father  was  a 
long-serving  fireman.  His 
brother  is  a  fireman.  He 
wanted  ro  become  a  fireman 
from  a  veiy  young  age.He 
loved  the  job.  It’S  clear  he 
loved  the  thrill  of  it . . .  the  rush 
of  adrenalin  when  his  bleeper 
went  off ...  when  he  went  to 
the  station  with  the  engines 
running,  the  lights  Hashing." 

Judge  Spence,  said:  “It  was 
a  rota)  abuse  of  your  trust  as  a 
firefighrer,  as  a  protector  of 
society."  He  ordered  Whiting 
to  be  detained  for  two  years  in 
a  Young  Offenders’  Institu¬ 
tion.  No  order  for  costs  or 
compensation  was  made. 


.  Elton  John  steps  lightly  into  sixth  decade 


By  Emma  Wilkins 

THE  centrepiece  of  a  lavish 
fiftieth  birthday  party  for 
Elton  John  tomorrow  will  be 
a  display  by  a  ballroom 
dancing  team  from  Smith 
Wales.  But  there  won’t  be  a 
sequin  in  sight  when  the  16- 
strong  Ystrad  Fawr  Forma¬ 
tion  Team  takes  to  the  Boor  at 
London's  Hammersmith 
Palais  because  their  manager 
regards  spangles  as  "old  haT . 

The  fancy  dress  party  for 
600  people  has  been 
organised  under  the  strictest 
secrecy  by  the  pop  star's 


management  team.  Phillip 
Perry  was  happy  to  discuss 
his  troupe’s  routine  but  fell 
silent  when  pressed  about 
whether  John  would  join  in. 
“I  can  tdl  you  about  the 
dancing,  but  I  can’t  betray  the 
trust  of  my  diem  about  any 
other  details, ”  he  said. 

The  male  dancers  will  be  in 
tails  and  the  women  in 
fuschia  pink  flowing  dresses. 
"We  won't  have  a  single 
sequin.  We  regard  all  that  as 
rather  old  hat  We  don't  go  for 
glitter  any  more,*  Mr  Perry 
said. 

The  purple  and  gold  imita¬ 


tions,  embossed  with  a  gold 
crest  invite  guests  for  6 30pm 
with  carriages  at  lam.  The 
guest  list  is  reported  to  in¬ 
clude  George  Michael.  Mick 
Jagger  and  Jerry  Hall  Rod 
Stewart,  Nanette  Newman 
and  Gianni  Versace. 

John,  who  celebrated  his 
actual  birthday  on  March  25 
with  a  small  party  in  Los 
Angeles,  has  already  received 
an  exclusive  early  present: 
honorary  membership  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Music,  an 
accolade  also  given  to  Men¬ 
delssohn.  Liszt  and  Richard 
Strauss. 


If  you'd  like  to  know  more  about  our  unique  whiskey,  write  to  us  for  a  free  booklet  at  the  Jack  Daniel  Distillery,  Lynchburg,  Tennessee  USA. 


OF  ALL  THE  HATS  in  Jack  Daniel’s  Hollow,  this  one  earns  the 
most  respect. 

It’s  our  whiskey  taster’s  hat  and  only  a  handful  wear  it. 

They're  the  folks  who  check  to  see  that  our  Tennessee 
Whiskey  is  properly  mellowed  and  ready  for  bottling. 

(We’U  run  the  entire  batch  back  through  10  feet  of  hard 
maple  charcoal  if  they  say  it’s  not  smooth  enough.)  If 
you  haven’t  called  for  Jack  Daniel’s  lately,  we  hope  you 
will  soon.  Next  to  the  men  who  wear  this  hat,  you’re 
the  most  important  whiskey  taster  of  all. 


TACK  DANIEL’S  TENNESSEE  WHISKEY 
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Tax  shake-up  launches 
a  boom  for  accountants 


By  Marianne  Curphey,  deputy  personal  finance  editor 


ACCOUNTANTS  are  gearing 
up  for  a  bonanza  when  nine 
million  self-assessment  forms 
for  income  tax  are  sent  out 
next  week. 

The  Inland  Revenue  insist¬ 
ed  yesterday  that  the  forms 
had  been  made  as  simple  as 
possible  for  the  change.  How¬ 
ever.  the  financial  services 
industry  is  likely  to  make 
between  E50and  £500  per  case 
for  helping  worried  taxpayers. 

The  new  form,  which  will  be 
sent  out  from-  Monday,  has 
eight  pages  and  up  to  nine 
supplementary  sections.  Tax¬ 
payers  face  a  fine  of  £100  if  it 
has  not  been  returned  by  next 
January  31  and  a  further  £100 
if  it  is  not  returned  by  the 
following  July. 

One  in  three  adults  will  be 
affected  by  self-assessment, 
which  begins  with  the  new 
financial  year  starting  today. 
It  applies  to  the  self-employed, 
company  directors,  higher- 
rate  taxpayers,  some  pension¬ 
ers  and  those  described  by  the 
Revenue  as  having  "unusual" 
tax  affairs.  Recipients  can 
choose  whether  they  want  to 
calculate  their  tax  and  send  a 
cheque,  or  send  aU  the  details 


and  let  die  Inland  Revenue  do 
it 

Demand  for  accountants 
who  can  help  to  fill  in  tax 
forms  is  expected  to  double 
this  year  and  a  number  of 
firms  have  set  up  one-stop 
shops  in  high  streets.  Al¬ 
though  other  countries,  in¬ 
cluding  the  United  States, 
require  individuals  to  calcu¬ 
late  their  own  tax,  many  have 
low-cost  accountancy  services 
that  charge  about  £25  for  a 
consultation. 

The  Institute  of  Chartered 
Accountants  in  England  and 
Wales  warned  that  those  who 
did  not  seek  advice  might  not 
be  able  to  cope  and  could  face 
fines.  Consumer' bodies  have 


TAXPAYERS  who  go  to  seek 
help  from  the  new  one-stop 
shops  would  need  to  bring 
details  of  the  followin  g: 
’□salary 

□  rental  income,  in  the  case 
of  landlords 

□  investment  income,  includ¬ 
ing  share  dividends 

□  interest  fir om  budding  so- 


advised  people  looking  for  an 
accountant  to  shop  around. 

The  institute,  which  has 
120.000  chartered  accountant 
members,  said  die  new  system 
was  "wide  open  to  misinter¬ 
pretation "  by  taxpayers.  Peter 
Hobbs,  head  of  tax  at  the 
institute,  said:  “It  will  simply 
not  be  possible  for  many 
thousands  of  taxpayers  to 
understand  the  forms  suffi¬ 
ciently  well  to  complete  them 
correctly.  "It  is  vital  that  tax¬ 
payers  seek  help  from  proper¬ 
ly  qualified  advisers." 

A  spokesman,  for  the  Inland 
Revenue  said:  “We  have  con¬ 
sulted  widely  on  this  tax 
return.  It  is  a  far  more 
straightforward,  simple  and 


defy  and  bank  accounts 

□  income  from  overseas 

□  capital  gains  arising  from 
assets  bought  and  sold 

□  pension  Income. 

They  would  also  need  to 
bring: 

□  P45  and  P60  forms 

□  record  of  mortgage  relief 
interest  and  other  loans 


easy-to-understand  form  than 
in  foe  past.” 

One  accountancy  firm  offer¬ 
ing  individuals  help  with  the 
new  forms  is  DBS  Manage¬ 
ment.  which  will  calculate  an 
individual's  tax  bill  for  £75  a 
year.  The  service  is  available 
to  employed  (Schedule  E)  or 
retired  taxpayers  only. 

Another  is  TAX  etc,  in 
London,  which  plans  to  set  up 
new  offices  around  foe  coun¬ 
try  later  in  foe  year.  It  offers 
an  “off-foe-street"  one-hour 
assessment  service,  charging 
a  Sat  fee  of  £100  where  the  tax 
affairs  are  relatively  simple,' 
and  £150  for  more  complicated 
returns. 

Ashley  DeaJkin,  a  director, 
said:  “As  soon  as  foe  Revenue 
announced  that  it  intended  to 
change  the  whole  tax  system, 
we  knew  there  would  be  an 
opportunity  for  us.  This  ven¬ 
ture  will  potentially  make  us 
money  —  we  are  not  a  charita¬ 
ble  organisation.  However, 
the  service  will  be  mutually 
beneficial,  since  it  is  possible 
that  we  can  save  taxpayers 
money." 

Weekend  Money,  page  31 


Greenwich 
denies  its 
clock  is 
second-best 

By  Nigel  Hawkes 
SCIENCE  EDITOR 

THE  Old  Royal  Observatory 
in  Greenwich,  home  of  time, 
defended  itself  yesterday 
against  the  charge  that  its 
latest  showpiece  dock  cannot 
count  foe  seconds  until  the 
end  of  foe  millennium. 

The  curse  of  the  miUennj- 
um  docks  has  already  struck 
in  Dublin  and  Paris,  where 
docks,  designed  to  count 
down '  to  2000  have  been 
withdrawn.  But  Greenwich 
shrugged  off  the  charge  that 
its  dock  is  misleading 
because  it  takes  no  account  of 
“leap ’seconds”. 

Dr  Kristen  Uppincott,  di¬ 
rector  of  foe'  millennium 
project  at  foe  museum,  said: 
“It  tells  the  right  tune  now 
and  itOl  be  telling  foe  right 
time  on  December  31, 1999." 

She  agreed  that  the  dock, 
which  counts  down  foe  days, 
hours,  -  minutes,  seconds, 
tenths  and  hundredths  of  a 
second,  does  not  take  account 
of  an  extra  second  to  be 
introduced  on  June  30  this 
year,  to  compensate  for  the 
slowing  rotation  of  the  Earth. 


-T- 


Andrew  Loftus  of  Accurist  which  made  the  millennium  dock,  checking  the  time 


It  would  be  wrong  to  do  so 
until  the  exact  moment  when 
foe  world’s  most  precise 
clocks  are  adjusted  by  adding 
the  extra  second,  she  said. 
There  are  likely  to  be  several 
more  leap  seconds  before 
2000:  all  will  be  added  at  foe 
appropriate  moment 
This  means  that  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  know  now  precisely 
how  many  seconds  will  elapse 
before  we  can  raise  the  cham¬ 


pagne  glasses  at  midnight  on 
December  31. 1999.  The  Earth 
has  been  slowing,  but  it  might 
speed  up,  said  Dr  lippmcott 
Leap  seconds  are  introduced 
to  ensure  that  atomic  docks, 
which  keep  better  time  than 
the  spinning  Earth,  do  not  get 
out  of  synchrony  with  it 
Dr  Lippincott  also  rebutted 
as  pedantic  charges  that  the 
observatory  was  celebrating 
the  millennium  too  early. 


Since  there  was  no  year  zero, 
foe  true  millennium  will  be  in 
2001  —  by  which  time  foe 
planning  permission  granted 
by  English  Heritage  to  place 
foe  clock  on  the  wall  of  foe 
observatory  at  Greenwich  will 
have  run  out 

“Well  have  an  even  bigger 
party  to  usher  in  2001,"  she 
promised. 

Richard  Morrison,  page  19 
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Solicitor 
wins  sex 
bias  case 

By  Lin  Jenkins 

A  SOLICITOR  who  was 
sacked  for  spuming  her  em¬ 
ployer’s  sexual  advances  won 
her  claim  of  sex  discrimina¬ 
tion  yesterday.  However,  foe 
industrial  tribunal  rejected 
Sheena  Khan’S  case  for  unfair 
dismissal  because  she  had 
falsified  her  curriculum  vitae. 

Miss  Khan.  29.  had  rejected 
offers  of  romance  from  Robert 
Broudie.  a  criminal  lawyer  in 
Liverpool,  but.  when  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  pester  her.  she 
recorded  their  conversations. 
On  one  occasion  she  saw  him 
standing  outside  her  home 
peering  through  a  window. 
When  she  let  him  in  he 
demanded  she  *  return  half  a 
cake  which  he  had  given  her. 

She  said  he  had  kissed  her 
on  the  shoulder  at  foe  office 
Christmas,  patfg.  His  tele¬ 
phone  ciDs  Id  fie?*' home  put 
her  relationship  with  her  boy¬ 
friend  under  pressure  and 
they  split  seven  months  after 
she  started  foe  job.  .  ' 

The  tribunal  in  Liverpool 
rejected  her  claim  .of  unfair 
dismissal  when  it  was  dis¬ 
closed  that  her  curriculum 
vitae  said  she  had  been  award¬ 
ed  a  £1  degree  by  Leicester 
University.  She  had  a  i 2  from 
Leicester  Polytechnic.  . 

Mr  Broudie,  48.  brother  of 
the  Lightning  Seeds  singer  Ian 
Broudie,  is  to  appeal  against 
foe  judgment,  which  his  solici¬ 
tors  described  as  “perverse". 
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Muggers’ 
victim  dies 

A  pensioner  collapsed  and 
died  only  hours  after  she  was 
mugged  for  her  purse,  con¬ 
taining  £80.  while  out  shop¬ 
ping-  Edna  Brown.  75,  of 
Scarborough,  North  York¬ 
shire,  suffered  a  heart  attack 
as  she  recovered  from  the 
shock  of  foe  theft  at  home. 
Police  said  later  that  three 
local  men  had  been  arrested. 

Jaguar  recall 

Jaguar  is  to  recall  4.766  of  its 
new  XK8  sports  cars,  includ¬ 
ing  805  sold  in  Britain, 
because  of  a  possible  faulL 
The  Coventry  company  said 
there  had  been  three  minor 
incidents:'  involving  foe  rear 
suspension.  No  one  was  hurt 

Rail  crash  trial 

Peter  Afford,'56V:the  driver  of  a 
commuter  train  foar  crashed 
last  August  at  Watford  Junc¬ 
tion,  killing  a  passenger,  was 
committed  for  trial  accused  of 
manslaughter  and  endanger¬ 
ing  passengers’  lives  by  feiUng 
to  stop  at  a  red  signal. 

Sound  and  Furey 

Police  have  been  unable  to  . 
trace  £150,000  worth  of  instru-* 
ments  stolen  from  a  tour  van 
of  the  Irish  folk  band  The 
Fureys  in  Barking,  east 
London..  They  include  accor¬ 
dions.  guitars,  a  bodhran 
drum  and  a  banjo. 
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Lottery  grants 
will  buy  pets 
for  pensioners 


PENSIONERS  and  the  infirm 
who  need  pets  for  companion¬ 
ship  will  soon  be  able  to  apply 
for  lottery  grants  to  buy.  feed 
and  care  for  them. 

David  Sieff.  chairman  of  the 
National  Lottery  Charities 
Board,  said  yesterday  that  its 
aim  was  to  help  those  at 
greatest  disadvantage  m  soci¬ 
ety  and  to  improve  quality  of 
life  in  the  community:  “The 
care  and  welfare  of  animals  is 
also  linked  to  the  welfare  of 
people,  and  so  we  want  to 
support  work  with  pets  and 
other  animals." 

The  grants  for  animals  will 
be  channelled  through  chari¬ 
ties  or  local  voluntary  groups 
working  with  the  elderly,  the 
infirm  or  with  animals.  The 
money  could  also  be  used  to 
help  finance  city  farms,  which 
give  urban  children  a  chance 
to  get  to  know  farmyard 
animals.  A  board  spokesman 
said:  “What  we  don't  want  is  to 
simply  give  lottery  money  for 
animals  which  dont  have  any 
relation  to  helping  people's 
lives.  Pets  are  often  very 
helpful  for  elderly  people  who 


By  Alexandra  Frean 

are  lonely  or  for  sick  people 
who  cannot  get  out.” 

Betty  McBride,  a  spokes¬ 
woman  for  Help  the  Aged, 
welcomed  the  schemer  “If  you 
are  isolated,  brail  or  lonely, 
having  a  pet  can  vastly  im¬ 
prove  the  quality  of  your  life. 
Caring  for  a  pet  can  make  you 
fed  better  about  yourself." 

Although  cats  required  less 
maintenance  than  dogs,  a 
small  dog  was  often  a  perfect 
pet  an  elderly  person,  she  said. 
“Keeping  mobile  is  an  essen¬ 
tial  part  of  growing  older.  It  is 
one  of  those  truisms  that  the 
more  you  get  out,  the  fitter  and 
healthier  you  will  be.  Having 
a  small  dog  that  you  can  take 
for  a  walk  will  increase  your 
quality  of  life  as  well  as  keep 
the  dog  fit.” 

The  RSPCA  gave  the  plans  a 
cautious  welcome.  A  spokes¬ 
woman  .said:  "Our  concern 
would  hie  that  .there  was  on¬ 
going  provision  for  the  care  of 
pets.  The  board  will  have  to 
assess  how  people  who  get  die 
grants  are  going  to  continue  to 
pay  for  their  animals  for.  the 
rest  of  that  animal's  life.  They 


will  also  have  to  consider 
whether  the  grants  will  cover 
things  such  as  pet  insurance. 
We  advise  all  pet  owners  to 
takeout  insurance  so  that  they 
can  pay  for  any  medical 
treatment  that  their  animal 
might  need.” 

The  cost  of  a  dog  or  cat  from 
an  RSPCA  rescue  home  varies 
from  about  £30  to  £70.  The 
cost  of  keeping  a  dog  through¬ 
out  an  average  life  of  12  years 
is  £7,324.  The  cost  of  a  cat  over 
an  average  13  years  is  £7,827. 

The  plans  are  part  of  the 
board's  fifth  round  of  grant 
giving,  which  will  also  provide 
cash  for  charities  or  voluntary 
organisations  working  with 
homeless  people  and  for  com¬ 
munity  projects  aimed  at  im¬ 
proving  the  environment  A 
total  of  about  £160  million  will 
be  available  for  the  schemes, 
under  the  joint  titles  of  Volun¬ 
tary  Sector  Development  and 
Improving  People's  Living 
Environment 

The  board  will  accept  appli¬ 
cations  front  May  6  to  Septem¬ 
ber  5.  The  telephone  number 
for  applications  is  0345  919191. 


Lost  pup  becomes  dog  of  war 


A  STRAY  puppy  that  crossed  a 
minefield  to  join  the  Army  has 
been  officially  enlisted  with  a 
name,  rank,  serial  number 
and  patrol  duties. 

Acting  Gunner  Hooch 
D.O.G.,  service  number 
2S1296,  was  spotted  by  troops 
from  32  Regiment.  Royal  Artil¬ 
lery,  who'  are  on  duty  in 
Cyprus.  Lance  Bombardier 
Mark  Crane  said:  “It  was  a 


cold  day.  We  saw  a  wet, 
bedraggled  lump  of  fur  in  the 
minefield  next  to  our  observa¬ 
tion  post.  At  first  we  thought 
tiie  poor  thing  was  dead,  then 
it  struggled  to  its  feet  and 
limped  towards  us.  straight 
across  the  minefield.  We  went 
down  to  the  wire  and  cheered 
when  it  crawled  through.*' 
The  eight-week-old  stray 
mongrel  bitch  had  sores  and 


an  injured  leg  and  was  taken 
to  a  vet  for  treatment.  Bom¬ 
bardier  Scott  Dalton  said:  “We 
made  a  dogbed  in  a  box  that 
haul  contained  drinks  for  our 
bar.  so  we  called  her  Hooch.” 

Now  frilly  recovered,  the 
dog  is  staying  with  patrols' 
keeping  the  peace  between 
Greek  Cypriot  and  Turkish 
forces  in  the  United  Nations 
buffer  zone. 
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Baron  von  Richthofen  and  the  man  he  didn't  kill:  Lieutenant  Patrick  Garnett's  Royal  Aero  Club  membership  book 

Grandson  downs  Red  Baron  myth 


By  Robin  Young 

THE  true  stoiy  of  a  British 
pilot's  death  in  a  dogfight 
.with  the  Red  Baron  has  been 
uncovered  after  SO  years. 
Patrick  Garnett  was  22  when 
his  Nieuport  Scout  biplane 
was  shot  down  in  March 
1917. 

Baron  Manfred  von  Richt¬ 
hofen.  the  German  air  ace 
nicknamed  the  Red  Baron, 
was  so  moved  by  his  young 
foe’s  brayery  that  he  wrote  to 
Garnett’s  widow.  Mary, 
whom  he  had  married  only 
ten  weeks  before,  returning  a 
scrap  of  her  wedding  dress 
which  her  husband  had 
carried  as  a  talisman,  bis  gold 
cufflinks  and  binoculars. 

For  years  Garnett's  family 
believed  he  was  one  of  the  SO 
airmen  killed  by  von 
Richthofen,  but  now  a  de¬ 
scendant  has  pieced  together 
the  truth. 

•  Garnett  was  returning 
from  a  morning  patrol  when 
he  spotted  two  enemy 
Albatros  -  aircraft  Without 
waiting  for  help,  he  broke 
away  from  his  squadron  and 


attacked.  Unluckily  for  him, 
the  two  all-red  biplanes  were 
from  the  baron's  feared  11th 
Jasta  (Pursuit)  Squadron, 
flown  by  von  Richthofen  and 
lieutenant  Kurt  Wolffi  Iti  the' 
fierce  dogfight  which  fol¬ 
lowed,  Garnett  was  quickly 
outgunned  and  was  shot 
down  a  mile  behind  the 
German  lines. 

His  widow  later  married 
again,  and  her  grandson. 
Mac  Hawkins,  53,  from 
Bridgwater,  Somerset  has 
recently  spent  months  re¬ 


searching  Garnett's  death. 
He  traced  the  German 
fighter  squadron's  records 
and  found  an  entry  for 
March  30,  1917:  “One  Right 
Lieut  Wolff  successfully,  at 
11.45am  near  Fouquieres,  this 
side  of  the  lines.  Nieuport 
DD  one-seater.  inmate:  Lieut 
Garnett  Killed." 

Richthofen  learnt  of  the 
dead  man's  recent  marriage, 
Mr  Hawkins  believes, 
because  Garnett  may  have 
survived  long  enough  to 
speak  of  it  “He  obviously 


Patrick  and  Mary  Garnett  on  their  wedding  day 


admired  Pat’s  courage  and 
wrote  to  my  grandmother 
expressing  his  condolences. 
She  took  that  to  mean  that  he 
personally  shot  Pat  down,  but 
now  it  seems  not.” 

Mr  Hawkins  added:  “Not 
surprisingly,  she  destroyed 
the  letter.  She  thought  this 
chap  had  killed  her  husband, 
after  all.”  Lieutenant  Wolff 
was  killed  in  September  1917, 
with  33  lulls  to  his  credit 

A  Lift  crucifix  erected  in 
memory  of  Garnett  at  St 
Andrew’s  Church  in  Back- 
well,  near  Bristol,  has  been 
restored  and  rededicated.  Mr 
Hawkins  uncovered  the  me¬ 
morial.  which  had  become 
overgrown,  while  research¬ 
ing  his  book  on  Somerset  at 
war.  and  the  family  paid  for 
it  to  be  restored. 

At  the'  rededication  sendee 
on  Easter  Saturday,  the  anni¬ 
versary  of  Garnett's  death,  a 
bugler  from  the  Royal 
Gloucestershire.  Berkshire 
and  Wiltshire  Regiment,  the 
modem  equivalent  of  his 
regiment,  played  the  Lost 
Post  80  years  almost  to  the 
minute  after  he  was  killed. 


the  sunset 

By  Michael  Evans 

DEFENCE  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  RAF  Volunteer  Reserve, 
which  had  more  than  half  a 
million  members  during  the 
Second  World  War,  is  to  be 
disbanded  today.  After  60 
years  foe  VR,  as  it  is  known,  is 
to  be  amalgamated  with  the 
Royal  Auxiliary  Air  Rare. 

Conceived  in  the  mid-1950s 
by  Marshal  of  the  RAF  Lord 
Tedder,  the  VR  became  a 
“citizen's  air  force”..  Clerks, 
students,  teachers  and .  engi¬ 
neers  learnt  to  fly  in  the 
evening,  after  work,  and  at  the 
weekend.  By  the  time  of  the 
Battle  of  Britain  in  1940,  one  in 
six  of  the  RAF^  officer  corps 
came  from  the  VR  ranks.  Air 
Chief  Marshal  Lord 
Dowding,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of ,  Fighter  Command; . 
once  said:  “Thank  God  for  the 
RAFVR.” 

The  volunteers  included 
Johnnie  Johnson,  who  went  on 
to  become  Britain’s  foremost 
fighter  pilot,  shooting  down  38 
German  aircraft  in  the  Second 
World  War:  he  retired  as  an 
air  vice-marshal. 

Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir. 
Michael  Graydon.  Chief  of  toe® 
Air  Staff,  paid  tribute  to  the 
work  of  toe  VR  and  its  part  in 
RAF  history.  He  added:  "It 
seems  entirely  right  that  for 
the  future  we  should  have  one 
reserve,  bringing  with  it  great¬ 
er  flexibility  in  terms  of  how  it 
might  be  deployed."  The  new 
combined  force  is  set  to  double 
in  size  to  more  than  3,000 
personnel. 

At  today's  ceremony  at  RAF 
Cranwell,  which  will  be  led  by 
the  Duke  of  York.  Flight 
Lieutenant  Howard  Chandler, 
a  Boeing  747  pilot  with  British 
Airways,  will  be  among  those 
joining  a  flypast  at  the  controls 
of  a  Hercules  transport 
aircraft. 
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t  Augustine  wrote  confi- 
..^k  dendy  of  the  Church: 

are  .the  .  Easter 
people;  .and  Alleluia  is  our 
■song!"  From  rite  resurrection 
of  Jesus,  the  Church  emerged 
as  God’s  sign  and  agentbf  the. 


wrong.  "Institutional  ’  reli¬ 
gion”  has  a  bad  name. 

.  We  live  in  ah  age  in  which 
institutions  generally  have  a 
bad-name.  11  is  good  that  we 
are  not  as  overawed  by  hierar¬ 
chies,  as  in  previous  genera- 


•  new  life  he  wills  for  the  entire  -  tions,  and  good  that  freedom 


world. 

Despite  the  shortcomings  of 
its  members  and  some  of  the 
negative  publicity  the  Church 
attracts,  these  days  between 
Easter  and  Ptntecost  provide 
a  particular  focus  for  reflec¬ 
tion  on  the  nature  and  pur¬ 
pose  of  God's  Easter  people.  It 
is  important  to  keep  empha¬ 
sising  the  sense  of  new  life 
and  salvation  at  the  heart  of 
the  Christian  message,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  face  of  the  cynical 
comment  by  a  19th-century 
critic  that  “Jesus  preached  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  and  what 
we  got  was  the 
Church”.  It  was 
meant  as  an  insult 
but  like  many 
similar  gibes,  was 
closer  to  the  truth 
than  the  critic 
intended. 

Over  the  centu¬ 
ries.  there  has  I 
been  no  shortage 
of  people  ready  to 
draw  attention  to 
the  contrast  be¬ 
tween  the  nobility 
of  Jesus’s  message  By  Jot 

and  the  frequent  — - - 

failures  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers.  individually  and  cor¬ 
porate^.  to  live  up  to  iL 

It  is  a.  saving  grace  that 
probably  the  larger  number  of 
critics  are  from  within  the 
Church.  Even  among  unbe¬ 
lievers,  the  complaint  is  often 
not  that  the  Church  is  Chris¬ 
tian,  but  that  it  is  not 
Christian  enough.  “Cali  your¬ 
selves  Christians?”  is  one  of 
the  more  polite  forms  of  the 
complaint. 

None  of  this  should  sur¬ 
prise  us.  Jesus  himself  in  the 
tradition  of  the  Old  Testament 
prophets  before  him.  was 
sharply  critical  of  the  way  in 
which  the  institutions  of  reli¬ 
gion  can  deflect  and  distract 
people  from  God.  Faced  with 
this  ever  present  danger,  self- 
examination,  repentance  and 
a  purpose  of  amendment  of 
life  are  essential  exercises  for 
us  alL  We  should  not  resent 
criticism  of  our  lifestyle  and 
our  institutions.  We  should 
rather  ask  if  there  is  any  truth 
in  the  criticisms. 

There  is.  however,  a  way  of 
criticising  the  Church  that 
suggests  not  just  that  Chris¬ 
tians  and  their  earthly  institu-. 
tions  are  fallible,  but  that  the 
idea  of  embodying  religion  in 
institutions  is  somehow 


By  John  Hind 


of  speech  is  welcomed,  en¬ 
abling  hypocrisy  to  be  ex¬ 
posed.  But  these  goods  can 
spill  over  into  what  has  been 
called  the  “culture  of  con¬ 
tempt”.  We  are  in  danger  of 
considering  cynicism  a  virtue. 

The  simple  fact  is  that 
institutions  will  always  be 
with  us.  They  are  part  of  the 
God-given  way  in  which  the 
world -works.  Because  they 
work  under  human  influ¬ 
ences.  they  will  be  prone  to 
distortion  and  sin.  That  docs 
not  invalidate  them. 

.Christians  believe  that  this 
•  i  world  is.  not  only 
made  .-and  sus¬ 
tained  by  God,  but 
that  it  is  restored 
and  renewed  by 
him.  The  flesh, 
meaning  our 
earthly  life,  in  all 
its  aspects,  may  be 
weak  but  it  is  still 
capable  of  being 
the  bearer  of  divin¬ 
ity.  Human  beings 
can  be  redeemed, 
and  so  too  can 
1  Hind  their  institutions. 

-  In  Easter  week. 

Christians  cele¬ 
brate  not  only  the  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ  but  also  our 
own  share  in  his  resurrection. 

The  Church  —  God's 
Easter  people  —  is  pre¬ 
cisely  one  way  in  which 
the  message  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  is  embodied.  No 
human  individual,  philoso¬ 
phy  or  institution  is  perfect; 
but  here  in  the  Church,  there 
is  a  community  that  shares 
completely  in  the  ambiguities 
of  earthly  life  but  is  at  the 
same  time  one  with  the  world 
to  come. 

God’s  Easter  people  rejoice 
that  even  institutions  can  rise 
again — and  again.  “Alleluia!" 
they  sing,  as  they  love  this 
strange,  mixed  body  of  saints 
and  sinners,  in  which  life  is  a 
constant  struggle  but  the  joy 
of  Heaven  is  a  present  reality 
as  well  as  a  future  hope. 

This  is  a  way  of  looking  at 
life  which  is  good  news  in¬ 
deed,  not  for  religious  interest 
groups,  but  for  people  every¬ 
where  struggling  to  make 
sense  of  a  world  in  which  the 
highest  treasures  are  con¬ 
tained  in  earthly  vessels. 

□  John  Hind  is  Bishop  of 
Gibmlt^f  in  Europe. 


ten  jtefe-  ’Qi aides  Atkinson . 

fJ,  a-ffimK  derfc;'pocfeeted  cash 
bnations  to  the  Church  of 
England  Children's  Society  or 
forged  cheques  for  cash. 

Atkinson,  of  St  Margaret’s 
Bay,  near  Dover,  Kent,  admit¬ 
ted  12  thefts  and  one  forgery 
between  July  1986  and  Febru¬ 
ary  1996.  He  asked  for  a 
further  320  offences  to  be 
considered.  Judge  David 
Croft.  QC,  said:  “This  reflects 
ten  years  of  deception  and 
dishonesty,  lying  to  your  col 
leagues  on  the  committee  and 
cheating  children." 

Maidstone  Crown  Court 


Reporter 

Avas  told  that  Atkinson's  wife, 
retired  teacher,  and  his  two 
children  had  no  idea  what  he 
was  up  to.  There  was  no  lavish 
lifestyle  and  their  most  luxuri¬ 
ous  holidays  were  driving 
down  to  the  South  of  France  to  - 
stay  at  a  friend’s  cottage. 

Atkinson  told  police  he  did  . 
not  know  where  the  money 
had  gone  and  had  used  it 
simply  to  support  his  family. 
Sometimes  he  would  pockety 
up  to  £5.000  a  month,  banking  “ 
coins  from  the  charity’s  collet 
tions  but  keeping  the  notes. 

He  had  been  made  treasur 
er  because  he  was  a  senior 
clerical  assistant  at  NatWest 
Bank  in  Canterbury.  The 
bank  has  since  reimbursed  the 
charity  for  the  full  loss. 
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6  John  Major  dropped  into 
the  Bugle  to  hoist  a  pint  of 
warm  ale  with  the  anglers* 
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I  Lib  Dems  leap  where  Labour  fears  to  tread 
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!  Cherie  Blair  wins  legal  personality  of  the 
year  award  -  pl4 

!  Who  spent  most  in  the  poster  war?  -  p  12 


VOT?)The  dishonest  agents 
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election  expenses 
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JOE  KLEIN,  sat  looking  at  a 
new  cast  of  characters  yester¬ 
day,  trying  to  work  out  the 
plot.  One  thing  seemed  cer¬ 
tain.  If  the  issue  of  tax  in 
Scotland  was  the  toughest 
question  to  be  faced  tv  Tony 
Blair,  then  there  seemed  little 
material  for  another  best¬ 
selling  novel  on  the  scandal¬ 
ous  intrigue  behind  modem 
politics. 

Mr  Klein  is  the  American 
.journalist  who  turned  Bill 
Clinton’s  1992  campaign  into 
the  novel  Primary  Colors. 
going  behind  the  scenes  on  the 
election  frail  as  aides  strug¬ 
gled  with  their  personal  mo¬ 
rality  while  trying  to  keep  the 
sleazier  issues  off  the  agenda. 
Mr  Klein  is  now  the  only 
foreign  journalist  to  gain  ac¬ 
creditation  for  the  Blair  cam¬ 
paign  bus. 

Yesterday  he  had  his  first 
roste  of  the  Blair  campaign 
with  the  colourful  spectacle  of 
the  Scottish  press,  red  in  tooth 
and  claw,  giving  the  Labour 
leader  a  severe  grilling  over 
devolution.  As  the  candidate 
gave  identical  answers  to  the 
same  questions,  as  if  caught  in 


Searching  out  the  true  colours 


Ben  MacIntyre  watches 
as  an  author  finds  the 
gap  between  American 
and  British  politics  is 
like  that  between  fact 
and  fiction  —  a  little 
,  narrower  every  day 


an 


loop. 


endless  argumentative 
the  American  writer 
professed  same  bafflement  as 
to  what,  precisely,  was  going 
on. 

“He  just  won’t  mention  the 
possibility  of  a  raise  in  taxes. 
Right?"  Mr  Klein  wondered, 
as  the  press  conference  on 
Labour’s  Scottish  manifesto 
drew  to  an  ill-tempered  close. 

Mr  Klein,  now  on  assign¬ 
ment  for  New  Yorker  maga¬ 
zine.  was  a  senior  political 
correspondent  for  Newsweek 
when,  under  the  name  “Anon¬ 
ymous"  he  published  Primary 
Colors,  initially  denying  he 
was  the  author.  It  is  to  be 
made  into  a  film  starring  John 
Travolta  and  Kristin  Scott 
Thomas  as  the  candidate  and 


The  bestseller  and  the  man  who  initially  denied 
that  he  wrote  it  Primary  Colors  and  Joe  Klein 


his  wife  Yesterday  Mr  Klein 
said  he  thought  it  unlikely  that 
his  experiences  on  the  Labour 
campaign  trail  would  form  the 
basis  for  another  novel,  al¬ 
though  he  added  wrily:  "I’m 
not  going  to  foreclose  on 
anything." 

First  however,  he  had  to 
sort  out  the  cast  of  British 
characters:  “Who’s  that?"  Mr 
Klein  asked,  as  Alistair  Camp¬ 
bell.  Mr  Blair’s  press  secretary 
offered  the  day’s  spin.  That  it 
was  explained,  is  Labour's 
taller  answer  to  George 
Stephanopolous.  the  pin-up 
wunderkind  of  the  Democrats' 
1992  campaign  and  believed  to 
be  the  model  for  the  main 
protagonist  in  Primary 
Colors. 

The  careful  Blair  campaign 
could  be  etched  only  in  more 
muted  and  undramatic  tones. 
While  Mr  Blair  was  forced 
into  some  fancy  footwork  on 
the  West  Lothian  question,  he 
is  no  John  Travolta. 

The  last  time  I  met  Mr  Klein 
was  vn  a  campaign  suing 
with  Mr  Clinton  through  the 
state  of  Georgia,  at  an  event 
which  involved  two  brass 
bands,  an  open-air  stadium, 
massed  ranks  of  cheerleaders 
and  thousands  of  baDoons. 
The  Blair- campaign  found 
itself  yesterday  afternoon  at 
the  Kidsgrove  community  hall 
in  Staffordshire.  This  featured 
one  working  lavatory,  several 
gallons  of  sfrong  tea,  and  LOO 
locals  in  a  question  and  an- 


‘  *g 


M**  ...  ... 


V-. 


...*•3**  W'.’l 

Pm 


.y: 

.......  -  ,v  ■'  •:  *-:r  £*-•.** • 

■  ■  •  r.  ■  y  ..  .  •  *:  y 

,;,i>  ’  '  •  ■'  ' 

..-V • 

if"?  V-!' : :;{/ 

..-‘it;, -  .  S  N  yy^'-Jk  < 

i  V’. 

?*-  ‘  V-"-. 

.  - !  ’ ' :  2  ;v.  i~ 


Tony  Blair  in  action  on  the  Scottish  question  yesterday;  some  fancy  moves,  but  at  least  he  will  never  be  played  by  John  Travolta 


swer  session  with  Mr  Blair, 
But  while  the  setting  may  have 
been  very  different,  the  Blair 
"97  campaign  dearly  shows 
the  influence  of  two  successive 
Democrat  campaigns,  includ¬ 
ing  slide  media  handling, 
snappy  sloganeering  and  an 
emphasis  on  carefully  coordi¬ 


nated  and  photo-friendly 
people-contact. 

The  Staffordshire  “town 
meeting"  was  the  sort  offset- 
piece  event  Clinton  employed 
to  great  effect:  the  first-name 
terms,  the  earnest  sincerity, 
the  overwhelmingly  enthusi¬ 
astic  audience  and  the  buzz¬ 


words  —  “trust",  “hope"  — 
were  all  leaves  taken  from  the 
Clinton  book. 

The  Victoria  Hall  in 
Kidsgrove  was  specifically  se¬ 
lected  to  contrast  with  what 
the  Labour  spinners  declared 
would  be  the  “glitz  and 
triumphalism"  of  John  Ma¬ 


jor’s  rally  at  the  Albert  Hall  in 
London. 

As  the  latest  round  of  low- 
calibre  chicken  jokes  was  ex¬ 
changed  between  the  waiting 
journalists.  Mr  Klein  pointed 
out  that  this  was  another  idea 
that  had  travelled  the  Atlantic 
to  enter  the  British  election 


campaign.  He  asked;  “Is  this 
the  first  time  youVe  had 
animals? 

"It’s  nice  to  be  here  for  a 
breakthrough.  You  should 
have  been  with  us  in  Missouri 
in  1988.  An  entire  barnyard 
menagerie  turned  up  to  con¬ 
front  Michael  Dukakis." 


Blair  puts  Scottish  backs  up 
in  rush  to  reassure  English 


Tony  Blair  and  Ste¬ 
phen  Dorrell  are 
rather  similar:  mid- 
forties,  Oxford-edu¬ 
cated.  politically  ambitious, 
formed  by  Westminster  and 
muddled  on  Scotland. 

Neither  seems  able  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  what  matters 
when  speaking  to  the  Scots  is 
not  what  you  say,  but  how  you 
say  it  Both  made  tike  mistake 
of  assuming  that  whatever 
power  may  be  devolved  to 
Scotland,  Westminster  will 
always  have  the  right  to 
revoke  it  Whatever  logic  they 
thought  they  were  demon¬ 
strating.  both  were  guilty  of 
political  ineptitude. 

Mr  Dorrell  stated  last  Feb¬ 
ruary  that  a  future  Tory 
government  could  always 
abolish  a  Scottish  parliament 
Mr  Blair  said  that  whatever  a 
Scottish  parliament  decided, 
ultimate  sovereignty  would 
rest  with  him  as  an  English 
MP.  Even  Michael  Forsyth, 
the  Scottish  Secretary,  does 
not  believe  that  Mr  Blair's 
remarks  were  at  best  iih 
judged,  at  worst  simply 
wrong.  Devolving  power  to 
Scotland  means  just  that 
giving  it  power  that  cannot 
simply  be  removed  by  a  vote 
in  Westminster. 

The  Claim  of  Right  docu¬ 
ment  signed  by  Labour  as 
one  of  the  partners  of  the 
Scottish  Constititional  Con¬ 


vention.  acknowledges  as  its 
central  thesis  “the  sovereign 
right  of  the  Scottish  people  to 
determine  the  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  best  suited  to  their 
needs".  It  adds  that  in  all  its 
actions,  "their  needs  shall  be 
paramount" 

Most  of  the  convention’s 
deliberations  have  been 
aimed  at  defining  the  best 
way  of  enshrining  that  right 
To  erode  it  by  playing  around 
with  words  at  this  stage,  as 
Mr  Blair  did  yesterday,  is  to 
risk  Labour’s  credibility  on 
the  one  issue  in  Scotland  on 
which  they  should  be  un¬ 
equivocal.  This,  he  should 
have  realised,  is  thoroughly 
dangerous  territory. 

It  is  a  measure  of  their 
collective  raisjudgment  that 
both  Mr  Dorrell  and  Mr  Blair 
chose  a  Scottish  newspaper  to 
voice  views  that  were  intend¬ 
ed  for  English  ears.  Mr  Blair 
is  concerned  to  reassure  his 
English  candidates  that  noth¬ 
ing  in  Labour’s  devolution 
plans  will  undermine  the  Par¬ 
liament  to  which  they  hope  to 
be  elected.  He  went  out  of  his 
way  to  state  that  whatever 
plans  a  Scottish  parliament 
might  put  forward,  ultimate 
sovereignty  would  reside  with 
Westminster. 

Thai  statement  is  constitu¬ 
tionally  correct  and,  if  he  had 
stopped  there,  no  damage 
would  have  been  done.  Not 


MAGNUS 

L1NKLATER 


even  the  convention  is  propos¬ 
ing  a  federal  solution  in  which 
the  two  parliaments  in 
London  and  Edinburgh 
would  have  equal  status.  But 
at  the  same  time  it  is  vital  dial 
those  rights  Westminster  does 
cede  to  Scotland  should  be 
enshrined,  and  that  indudes 
Labour's  lax-varying  powers. 
Try  as  he  might.  Mr  Blair 
cannot  pretend-  on  the  one 
hand  that  he  is  giving  Scot¬ 
land  real  power  to  control  its 
own  affairs  and  on  the  other 
that  it  can  always  be  revoked. 

Equally,  his  choice  of  words 
could  not  have  been  worse.  To 
say  that  sovereignty  rests 
“with  me  as  an  English  MP" 
is  to  suggest  an  authoritarian 
attitude  that  Scottish  voters 


wzU  immediately  associate 
with  Baroness  Thatcher's  de 
haul  en  bas  pronouncements 
that  used  regularly  to  get  up 
their  noses.  And  to  say.  as  he 
did,  that  the  right  to  raise 
income  tax  is  no  more  than 
that  held  by  an  English  parish 
council  —  which  is  technically 
true  —  is  simply  condescend¬ 
ing  and  insulting. 

How  great  then  is  the 
damage? 'Not  fundamental, 
perhaps,  but  certainly  destab¬ 
ilising  to  Labour’s  campaign 
in  Scotland-  It  will  reinforce 
the  widely  perceived  notion 
that  Mr  Blair  is  unconvinced 
about  the  wisdom  of  devolu¬ 
tion  and  that  he  is  more 
concerned  with  his  English 
voters. 

Perhaps  more  important,  it 
runs  directly  counter  to  his 
repeated  entreaty  yesterday; 
mist  me.  That  trust  had 
already  been  undermined  by 
Labour's  derision  to  hold  a 
two-question  referendum  on 
devolution  rather  than  simply 
introduce  legislation  for  a 
Scottish  parliament  once 
elected.  This  latest  gaffe  will 
give  further  ammunition,  not 
just  to  the  other  parties  in 
Scotland,  but  to  those  hitherto 
silenced  members  of  the  old 
Labour  Party  in  Scotland  who 
may  well  conclude  that  new 
Labour  is  having  second 
thoughts  about  its  flagship 
policy. 
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Norma’s  husband  fishes 
for  votes  by  the  river 


SIMON  WALKER 


THERE  was  no  cricket  match 
in  sight  but  eternal  England 
was  on  show  yesterday  when 
John  Major  dropped  info  the 
Bugle  pub  on  the  Hamble  to 
hoist  a  pint  of  warm  ale  with 
the  anglers.  . 

Through  the  window  of  the 
12th-century  pub.  beyond  the 
BMWs  and  Volvos  on  the 
olde  car  parfce,  a  forest  of 
masts  on  the  river  testified  to 
the  age-old  pursuits  of  the 
English.  Just  the  backdrop  for 
a  day  of  messing  about  near 
boats,  setting  course  for  the 
future  and  pursuing  foe  float¬ 
ing  voter.  Inside  the  Bugle, 
packed  with  “yadities".  the 
media  and  security  men,  the 
Prime  Minister  was  the  com- 
pleat  man-uHhe-pub  when  be 
dropped  in  to  surprise  the 
locals. 

letting  his  double-breasted 
suit  flap  open  and  manfully 
eschewing  the  tankard’s  han¬ 
dle,  the  former  Brixton  Lad 
sipped  his  Bass  only  a  little 
too  delicately-  as  he  lent  a 
sympathetic  ear  to  the  fears  of 
his  fishermen  friends:  that 
despite  Labour's  backing 
away  this  week  from  giving 
parliamentary  time  to  ban¬ 
ning  fox-hunting,  a  Blair  gov¬ 
ernment  would  eventuaDy 


When  John  Major 
sought  a  quiet  pint  in  a 
waterside  pub,  Charles 
Bremner  and  the 
world’s  media  just 
happened  to  be  there 


move  from  foxes  to  fish  and 
rob  them  of  their  sport. 

No.  (he  fishing  lobby  had 
not  formally  teamed  up  with 
the  hunters,  but  “it's  only  a 
short  step  from  fox-hunting  to 
other  things,"  said  Jerry  Hall, 
theangler-irtchie£  Mr  Major 
assured  them  of  the  Tories’ 
love  of  their  sport  and  invited 
them  to  visit  his  Huntingdon¬ 
shire  fishpond  —  without 
their  rods. 

Mr  Hall  it  transpired,  was 
also  a  local  Conservative  ac¬ 
tivist,  whose  aid  had  been 
solicited  by  Central  Office  in  a 
day  that  offered  a  textbook 
case  of  the  manufactured 
media  opportunity  that  has 
become  the  hallmark  of  Cam¬ 
paign  1997, 

Mr  Major’s  unannounced 
descent  by  Boeing  737  on  the 
picturesque  mecca  of  yachting 


was  hanily  a  hard  day  on  the 
hustings,  even  though  Mrs 
Major's  handlers,  one  wear¬ 
ing  a  badge  proclaiming  “Re¬ 
elect  Norma’s  Husband”, 
fretted'  that  their  Lady  had 
been  upset  by  the  scrum  of 
media  that  crowded  the  lane. 

But  there  was  a  point  to  the 
outing.  The  Hamble  falls  in 
Hampshire’s  Eastleigh  con¬ 
stituency,  lost  by  the  Tories  to 
the  Liberal  Democrats  after 
the  death  of  Stephen  Milligan 
in  1994.  if  the  Conservatives 
are  to  have  any  hope,  they 
must  win  back  such  tradition¬ 
ally  true-blue  seats. 

Standing  windswept  on  the 
quayside,  halyards  clinking 
on  masts  behind  him,  Mr 
Major  implicitly  recognised 
the  struggle  he  faces  with  the 
floating  voter.  The  polls  were 
rubbish,  he  insisted.  “The 


don’Eknows  are  Conserva¬ 
tives  who  are  waiting  for  the 
right  reason  to  come  home  to 
foe  Conservative  Party  ...  1 
expect  that  they  will  need  a  bit 
of  wooing  but  J  think  and 
hope  that  they  will  come 
borne  and  that  we  will  win  the 
election.” 

Few  yacht  owners  were 
there  to  hear  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter’s  thoughts  because  h  was 
only  Friday  lunchtime  and 
they  are  mostly  what  the 
locals  know  as  DFTfc,  or 
Down  From  Towners. 

The  diffidence  and  civility 
of  his  nautical  jauot  was  too 
much  for  one  American  corr¬ 
espondent  observing  the 
gender  English  art  of  cam¬ 
paigning.  “What  is  this  all 
about?”  he  wondered.  ‘This  is 
a  totally  substance-free  day 
and  I  paid  £520  for  ft.” 

The  big  parties*  practice  of 
hitting  journalists  with  some 
of  the  world's  steepest  charges 
for  media  access  and  travel  is 
prompting  signs  of  mutiny 
from  foreign  news  people. 
“They  started  at  £570  for  the 
day,”  grumbled  Patrice  de 
Beer,  Le  Mo  ride's  London 
correspondent  “We  had  to 
haggle  to  get  it  down  to  this 
extortionate  levd." 


Seeking  five  more  years  before  the  mash  Mr  and  Mrs  Major  on  the  Hamble 
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Thatcher 
meeting 
to  boost 
morale 

By  Andrew  Pierce 

JOHN  MAJOR  and  Baroness 
Thatcher  will  speak  on  the 
same  platform  tomorrow  for 
the  first  time  since  the  last 
general  election. 

At  a  rally  of  candidates  at 
Conservative  Central  Office, 
the  Prime  Minister  by  her 
side.  Lady  Thatcher  will  force¬ 
fully  attack  Labour,  in  a  rare 
show  of  solidarity  with  her 
successor.  The  appearance  of 
unify  will  conceal  tensions  at 
.  Central  Office  over  the  role  of 
Brian  Mawhinney,  the  party 
chairman,  who  has  been  virtu¬ 
ally  sidelined  from  the  media 
campaign.  With  the  Tories 
still  way  behind  Labour  in  the 
opinion  polls,  the  joint  appear- 
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ance  by  the  two  will  provide  a 
much-needed  morale  boost  for 
the  Tory  campaign  team. 

One  of  Lady  Thatcher’s 
supporters  said  last  night: 
“She  is  absolutely  on  side.  She 
is  absolutely  committed  to  a 
Conservative  victory.  If  we 
were  to  lose  there  is  no  way 
she  wants  to  be  exposed  to 
criticism  that  her  conduct  was 
a  contributory  factor." 

Friends  of  Dr  Mawhinney 
have  complained  that  he  has 
been  overshadowed  in  the 
campaign  by  Michael  Hesel- 
tine  and  Kenneth  Clarke.  Dr 
Mawhinney  has  been  virtual¬ 
ly  consigned  to  a  backroom 
role  and  to  regional  tours. 

Apart  from  at  Wednesday’s 
launch  of  the  manifesto,  he 
has  rarely  been  seen  or  heard. 
He  had  agreed  before  the 
campaign  to  a  downgrading  of 
his  media  role  because  of  a 
perception  that  he  is  less 
effective  than  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister.  But  he  is 
becoming  restless  that  other 
Cabinet  figures  have  been 
making  more  of  the  running. 
His  exclusion  has  led  to  re¬ 
ports  of  tension  in  the  Tories' 
communications  department 


Hospital 
chiefs  face 
sack  in  red 
tape  blitz 

By  Jiu.  Sherman 


HEALTH  authority  chiefs  will 
face  heavy  financial  penalties 
and  could  he  sacked  under  a 
Labour  government  if  they  fail 
to  cut  down  on  bureaucratic, 
waste,  Tony  Blair  will  an¬ 
nounce  today. 

Mr  Blair  will  use  his  adop¬ 
tion  speech  at  Sedgefield  to 
present  a  new  scheme  to  crack 
down  on  unnecessary  paper¬ 
work  and  administration  in 
NHS  trusts  to  save  money  for 
patient  care.  League  tables 
would  be  set  up  to  show  which 
of  the  450  NHS  trusts  in 
Britain  are  the  most  efficient. 

All  hospitals  would  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  improve  their  stan¬ 
dards  to  match  the  best  25  per 
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cent.  Those  that  failed  would 
be  visited  by  hit  squads  who 
would  carry  out  qualify  audits 
to  investigate  where  adminis¬ 
trative  and  management  costs 
could  be  reduced. 

If  the  hospital  refused  to 
implement  these  recommen¬ 
dations,  the  chief  executive 
would  lose  the  performance 
related  element  of  his  pay. 
Chief  executives  can  earn 
more  than  £100.000,  of  which 
more  than  10  per  cent  can  be  in 
performance  bonuses.  If  this 
penalty  was  also  ignored,  the 
chairman  and/or  the  non¬ 
executive  members  of  the 
trust  who  are  appointed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  could  be 
dismissed. 

Mr  Blair  has  already 
pledged  to  save  £100  million 
from  administrative  waste. 
Bur  today  he  will  make  dear 
that  he  has  far  bigger  savings 
in  mind,  with  plans  to  appoint 
a  new  independent  "bureau¬ 
cracy  busrer "  to  look  at  man¬ 
agement  costs  within  the 
NHS.  This  role,  answerable  to 
the  Health  Secretary,  would 
involve  identifying  waste  and 
drawing  up  guidelines  for 
hospitals. 
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Women  rivals  sharpen  their  claws 


Daniel  McGrory  witnesses  insults  flying  as  the  battle  for  Peterborough  gets  off  to  a  hostile  start 


ROBIN  MAYES 


AFTER  the  mock  battles  be¬ 
tween  chickens  it  was  a  day  for 
geniune  confrontation  as  the 
rival  women  of  Peterborough 
bared  claws  and  traded  insults 
on  a  street  comer. 

By  unhappy  coincidence  the 
Conservative  candidate  Jac¬ 
queline  Foster  and  her  Labour 
opponent.  Helen  Brinton. 
chose  the  same  time  to  visit  the 
anniversary  celebrations  of  a 
community  association  held  in 
the  impossibly  crowded  front 
room  of  a  terraced  house  in 
the  constituency. 

Guests  were  elbowed  aside 
as  both  women  expertly  pirou¬ 
etted  in  the  confined  space  to 
ensure  they  did  not  have  to 
shake  hands,  exchange  pleas¬ 
antries  nor  be  photographed 
together  watched  over  by  the 
city's  mayor. 

Labour  likes  to  portray 
Miss  Foster,  45,  a  British 
Airways  stewardess,  as 
trained  to  calm  the  nervous 
traveller  —  in  this  case  Peter¬ 
borough's  runaway  MP  Brian 
Mawhinney,  the  Tory  Party 
chairman  who  they  accuse  of 
fleeing  to  a  safe  seat  in  next 
door  Cambridge. 

“Brian  Mawhinney  is  the 
biggest  chicken  in  the  coop. 
He  has  done  Labour  a  huge 
favour  by  sending  a  message 
that  Peterborough  is  unwinna- 
ble  for  his  party  so  Miss  Foster 
has  been  sent  to  hold  his 
hand."  Miss  Brinton  said. 

The  formidable  Miss  Foster 
retaliated  that  iier  opponent  is 
a  “hypocrite  as  she  gets  paid 
as  a  teacher  at  a  grant- 


Jacqueline  Foster,  left  the  Tory  candidate,  and  her  Labour  rival  Helen  Brinton  at  the  constituency  yesterday 


maintained  school  and  her  lot 
wants  to  abolish  them.” 

The  rivals*  next  exchange 
was  over  their  commitment  to 
the  city  with  Miss  Foster 
pointing  out  she  has  at  least 
lived'  in  Peterborough  long 
enough  to  appear  on  the 
electoral  roll  unlike  her  oppo¬ 


nent,  who  she  says  “lives  in 
Kent  and  has  only  just  rented 
a  flat  for  the  duration  of  this 
campaign”.  She  added:  “There 
is  no  love  lost  between  us.  I  do 
not  respect  her.  She  just 
mouths  what  Tony  Blair  tells 
her  to.  If  she  wants  to  debate 
me  I  will  go  anywhere,  any 


time,  any  place.” 

Unashamedly,  she  des¬ 
cribes  Baroness  Thatcher  as 
“my  absolute  political  role 
model”  and  admits:  “I  have 
always  been  tough.  I  tried  23 
constituencies  before  I  got  this 
place.  I  am  a  divorcee  with  no 
children  which  some  Tory  as- 


sociations  do  not  care  for.'  I  am 
not  bitter  about  that  but  then  I 
have  never  been  politically 
correct  What  I  am  though  is 
the  best  man  for  this  job. 

“I  do  not  need  to  be  told  how 
to  dress  or  how  to  act  like 
those  Labour  lady  clones. 
Tonyas  Spioe  Girls."  She  in¬ 


sists  her  choice  of  outfit  —  a 
well-cut  two-piece  blue  suit  — 
is  her  normally  preferred 
style.  “I  always  like  to  be  neat 
and  smart” 

Apart  from  a  spell  living 
abroad  she  has  been  a  stew¬ 
ardess  since  1971  and  warns 
she  will  “do  damage”  to  any¬ 
one  who  makes  sneering  re¬ 
marks  about  her  being  a 
“trolly  dolly”. 

Her  combative  streak  is 
needed  if  the  Conservatives 
are  to  hold  onto  this  city  after 
boundary  changes  left  the 
Tories  with  a  notional  major¬ 
ity  of  under  6.000  and  a 
council  that  recently  went  to 
Labour  with  an  IS  per  cent 
swing. 

Labour  has  already  had  two 
Cabinet  ministers  drop  into 
Peterborough  this  week  which 
is  testament  to  how  much 
effort  they  are  putting  in  to 
win  this  constituency. 

Ms  Brinton.  a  42-year-old 
mother  of  two,  said  as  she 
swept  off  from  the  Gladstone 
Road  Association.  “The  Tories 
are  so  scared  all  they  can  do  is 
throw  insults." 

Miss  Foster's  reply  was 
predictably  swift  and  venom¬ 
ous.  “I  debate  issues  and  all 
she  does  is  read  a  script  but  if 
she  wants  this  to  be  ugly  so  be 
it.  She  will  not  win." 

Mohammad  Choudhary, 
the  Mayor,  watching  this 
shook  his  head  and  said:  “I 
think  we  are  in  for  a  real 
scrap.  1  like  both  ladies  though 
I  am  a  Labour  councillor,  but 
may  the  best  man  win.” 
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Why  the  press 

is  reluctant  to 
rave  for  Blair 


Tony  Blair  discovers  few 
allies  and  fierce 
independence  in  a 
Scottish  press  leaning 
towards  nationalism, 
says  Michael  Gove 


TONY  BLAIR  discovered 
yesterday  that  the  Scottish 
press  is  no  friend  of  his,  nor 
should  it  be  expected  to  be 
after  his  derogatory  off-the- 
cuff  remark  about  Scottish 
journalists  last  year. 

But  there  is  another  rea¬ 
son  for  the  Scottish  press's 
suspicion  of  Mr  Biair.  The 
Scottish  media  has  grown 
more  autonomous  from 
London  in  recent  years,  just 
as  Mr  Blair  has  reduced  the 
independence  of  the  Scot¬ 
tish  Labour  Party  by  hav¬ 
ing  activists  who  take  a 
different  line  removed  from 
its  executive  and  having 
Scottish  candidates  selected 
in  London. 

Since  the  derision  by  The 
Sun  to  publish  a  full  Scot¬ 
tish  edition,  newspapers 
north  of  the  border  have 
striven  harder  to  show  their 
own  Scottish  colours. 

Both  the  Mail  and  the 
Express  have  increased 
their  Scottish  staff  and  edi¬ 
torial  content,  as  has  The 
Times.  I  n  response,  the 
papers  previously  closest  to 
the  Scottish  grain,  Edin¬ 
burgh's  Scotsman ,  the 
Glasgow  Herald,  and  the 
Daily  Record,  have  had  to 
fight  harder  to  assert  their 
distinctiveness.  The  Scots¬ 
man  and  the  Herald  have 
responded  by  taking  a 
more  detached  line  towards 
new  Labour  even  as  Eng¬ 
land  seems  to  embrace  Mr 
Blair's  party. 

The  Herald  has  posi¬ 
tioned  itself  to  the  left  of 
new  Labour,  and  its  editori¬ 
al  yesterday  was  sniffy 
about  Mr  Biair  locating 
himself  in  the  “radical 
centre"  of  politics,  conclud¬ 
ing  that  “Labour’s  mani¬ 
festo  may  well  deserve  to 
win  an  election  but  whether 
it  will  win  the  longer-term 
affection  of  the  British 
people  is  quite  a  different 
matter.” 

The  Scotsman,  with  An¬ 
drew  Neil  as  its  Editor-in- 


Chief,  now  occupies  a  space 
which  is  still  on  the  left  but 
at  a  critical  distance  from 
new  Labour.  Since  taking 
over.  Ned  has  laid  into 
Labour’s  devolution  plans, 
arguing  in  the  words  of 
yesterday's  editorial  that 
“the  fad  that  devolution  is  a 
good  idea  does  not  mean 
that  every  devolution 
scheme  is  without  blemish. 
Labour  persists  in  offering 
a  flawed  scheme — and  one 
that  could  still  easily  be 
repaired  —  and  it  stffl 
refuses  to  answer  the  West 
Lothian  question.  Are  we 
supposed  to  applaud?" 

On  the  opposing  page. 
The  Scotsman’s  main  polit¬ 
ical  commentator,  Ian 
McWhirten  continues  the 
assault,  arguing: .  “Even 
when  we  look  at  Labour’s 
specific  deliverable  prom¬ 
ises  we  find  that,  where 
they  are  not  banal,  they 
come  apart.” 

Even  on  newspapers 
committed  to  new  Labour, 
there  is  resistance.  Many 
on  the  Scottish  Sun,  which 
bore  a  front-page  endorse¬ 
ment  of  Mr  Blair  yesterday, 
were  reluctant  recruits.  The 
paper  was  a  cheer  leader 
for  the  Scottish  National 
Party  from  January,  1992 
until  the  day  after  the 
English  Sun  shone  on 
Blair.  Even  now.  some  of  its 
staffers  prefer  nationalism 
to  new  Labour. 

Its  main  rival  The  Daily 
Record,  has  always  been 
loyal  to  Labour,  but  pre¬ 
ferred  yesterday  to  lead  on 
a  scratch-card  winner's 
good  fortune  than  Labour's 
historic  manifesto. 

Most  of  Scotland’s  news¬ 
papers  will  still  probably 
back  Mr  Blair  come  poll¬ 
ing  day.  partly  in  order  to 
secure  die  separate  Parlia¬ 
ment  so  many  of  them 
support.  But  if  he  disaph 
points  in  Downing  Street, 
they  will  be  back,  to  give 
him  going  over. 


Pact  is  still  on, 
say  Lib  Dems 


By  Magnus  Linklater 


TONY  BlAl  R  was  accused 
yesterday  of  undermining 
the  agreement  between 
Labour  and  Liberal  Demo¬ 
crats  in  Scotland  over  the 
creation  of  a  Scottish  par¬ 
liament 

Launching  the  Liberal 
Democrat  manifesto  in  Ed¬ 
inburgh,  Jim  Wallace,  the 
party's  Scottish  leader,  said 
there  was  a  basic  contradic¬ 
tion  between  the  claim  of 
right  document  that  both 
parties  had  signed  in  the 
Scottish  Constitutional 
Convention  and  remarks 
by  Mr  Blair  published  in 
The  Scotsman  yesterday. 

“Mr  Blair  seems  to  be 
departing  from  the  line  that 
(  thought  Labour  MPs  had 
signed  up  to  when  they 
signed  the  claim  of  right,” 
Mr  Wallace  said.  He 
stopped  short  however,  of 
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the  two  parties  over  a 
Scottish  parliament  It  re¬ 
mained  real  and  not  a 
sham  partnership,  he  said. 
But  there  did  seem  to  be  a' 
difference  in  emphasis.  The 
liberal  Democrats  had  a 
“gut  belief”  in  the  pariia 
ment  which  was  not 
shared  by  new  Labour. 

This  underlined  die  im¬ 
portance  of  electing  “large 
numbers"  of  Liberal  Demo¬ 
crats  to  Westminster.  He 
said  their  manifesto  was 
the  only  one  “carefully 
thought  out  and  fully 
costed”  and  it  would  make 
a  real  difference  to  the 
future  of  Scotland.  The 
party  intended  to  invest  £1 
billion  in  Scottish  educa¬ 
tion  by  the  year  2002 
providing  pre-school  edu¬ 
cation  for  all  three  and 
four-yearolds  and  reduc¬ 
ing  the  size  of  all  primary 
classes  to  below  30. 


CLOSING  DOWN  OF  LARGEST  ORIENTAL 
CARPET  WAREHOUSE  IN  CENTRAL  LONDON 

Termination  Lease  with  Immediate  Vacation  of  Premises 

MASSIVE  STOCK  CLEARANCE 
LIQUIDATION  AUCTION 

to  euspn.ie  of  all  remaining  merchandise  comprising 

Several  Hundred  Individual  Lots 

All  Guaranteed  Genuine  Authentic  Handmade 

PERSIAN  &  ORIENTAL  CARPETS 

m  Silk  &W00L  Medium,  HneAUry  Fine  QualUie*.  all  she*  i*cudi*x 
many  overuses  up  m  19". x  /’’ 

Down  uf  «***«=<  finalisation  of  alt  ouunmding 

^  PT°r  lu  vacnin£  involving  complete 

wmaininK  value  merchandise  bdd  & 

^  f-?  Rkb^  Bailiff*  &  others  comprising  important 
cunli-vaimns  md  pfcdgcj  ^ 

“"I*"!**  JudfWWU*.  corporate  liquidations, 
Purchase  Orders,  etc. 

Lots  to  *»e  sold  without  Reserve 

HUGE  PUBLIC  CLEARANCE  AUCTION 

SUNDAY  6TH  APRIL  AT  lfcOO  AJVf,  SHARP 
Inspection  from  9:30  ajn. 

,,  .uu_.  «  warehouse  premises  to  be  cleared  &  vacated  ' 

THE  AIB^N  WHARF  ORIENTAL  CARPET 
WAREHOUSE  CENTRE 

WHARF,  HESTER  RQAP  " 
BATTERSEA  BRIDGE  (SOUTH  BANK) 
LONDON  SW1I 
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re$s  Ashdown  plays  honesty  card 
?  with  ‘tax  and  spend’  proposals 

*  Jill  Sherman  and  Polly  Newton  report  on  the  Liberal  Democrat  manifesto 
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THE  Liberal  Democrat  mani¬ 
festo.  published  yesterday,  is 
the  most  radical  of  the  party 
documents  produced  this 
week,  with  an  ambitious  pro¬ 
gramme  of  increased  public 
spending,  funded  in  part  by  an 
increase  of  fp  in  the  basic  rate 
of  income  tax. 

Presenting  his  party’s  mani¬ 
festo.  the  Liberal  Democrat 
leader  claimed  that  only  his 
party  was  bold  enough  to 
admit  that  public  services 
could  not  be  improved  unless 
taxes  went  up.  He  promised 
10,000  extra  nurses.  3,000 
exha  policeman,  £2  billion 
more  spent  on  education,  free 
eye  and  dental  checks  and 
shorter  hospital  waiting-lists. 

"WeVe  got  to  break  the 
fatalism  in  our  politics.  We’ve 
got  to  get  this  country's  “can- 
do’  spirit  back,  and  there  is 
nothing  we  cannot  achieve,” 
he  said. 

The  Liberal  Democrats  say 
that  education  is  their  top 
priority.  The  age  from  which 
local  authorities  are  required 
to  proride  schooling  would  be 
reduced  from  five  down  to 
three,  although  attendance  at 
nursery  school  from  three 
years  old  would  not  be  com¬ 
pulsory.  No  child  between  five 
and  11  would  need  to  be  in  a 
class  of  more  than  30  pupils. 
There  would  be  extra  spend¬ 
ing  on  school  books  and 
equipment  and  on  the  repair 
of  school  buildings. 

But  soon  after  die  manifesto 
was  published,  there  was  con¬ 
fusion  over  how  much  extra 
tax  people  would  have  to  pay. 


Paddy  Ashdown  yesterday,  delivering  his  message  that  a  Liberal  Democrat  vote  was  not  a  wasted  vote 


The  document  claims  that  its 
proposals  would  cost  taxpay¬ 
ers  an  average  of  only  45p  per 
week,  a  point  immediately 
disputed  by  the  Tories.  But  Mr 
Ashdown  later  admitted  that 
the  average  earner  on  £19,000 
a  week  would  pay  nearer  £1-23 
a  week,  and  higher  earners 
would  pay  much  more. 

Mr  Ashdown  also  had  diffi¬ 
culty  explaining  why  one  sec¬ 
tion  of  his  party’s  document 
suggests  that  there  will  be  tax 
cuts  for  95.5  per  cent  of  income 
taxpayers,  which  appears  to 
contradict  other  sections. 

Under  the  overall  tax 
changes,  those  earning  more 
than  £100,000  would  face  a 
new  top  rate  of  tax  of  50p.  The 
basic  rate  of  tax  would  also  go 
up  by  a  penny  from  23p  to  24p. 


—  to  meet  the  increased  spend¬ 
ing  on  education. 

But  the  party  also  intends  to 
take  500,000  low  earners  out 
of  income  tax  by  raising  tax 
thresholds  by  £200  to  £4,245. 
This  would  be  paid  for  by  the 
new  50p  tax  rate  for  high 


-age  taxpayer  would  pay  an 
extra  E2.40  a  week. 

There  was  also  confusion 
over  die  party's  plans  to  phase 
out  National  Insurance  contri¬ 
butions,  as  part  of  pension 
reforms.  Alan  Beith,  the  depu¬ 
ty  leader,  said:  "We  will  start 


The  liberal  Democrat  manifesto  will  appear  in  full  on  Monday 


earners.  Mr  Ashdown  later 
said  that  while  those  earning 
less  than  £12.000  would  pay 
less  tax,  those  earning  more 
than  £12,000  would  pay  more. 
Someone  on  E3S.00Q  a  year 
would  pay  an  additional  £2.70 
in  tax  each  week. 

Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Chan¬ 
cellor,  claimed  that  the  •aver- 


to  phase  out  the  expensive, 
unfair  contributory  system 
and  base  the  right  to  a  state 
pension  on  dtizenslup  and 
residence."  Having  denied 
that  this  meant  tax  rises,  Mr 
Beith  eventually  conceded  that 
the  policy  could  lead  to  a  lOp 
increase  in  income  tax  “in  the 
long  term",  as  National  Insur¬ 


ance  charges  were  combined 
with  income  tax. 

The  document  includes 
pledges  to  increase  annual 
spending  on  health  by 
£565  million  and  pensions  by 
£265  million  a  year.  It  pro¬ 
poses  to  put  5p  on  a  packed  of 
cigarettes  to  pay  for  the  resto¬ 
ration  of  free  eye  and  dental 
checks  and  to  freeze  prescrip¬ 
tion  charges. 

Mr  Ashdown  said  a  Liberal 
Democrat  vote  was  “not  a 
wasted  vote  if  you  want  more 
investment  in  your  kid’s 
school,  if  you  want  more 
investment  to  solve  the  crisis 
in  the  hospitals.  A  Liberal 
Democrat  vote  is  the  only  vote 
you  have  got." 

Leading  article,  page  21 


lib  Dems  leap  in  where 
Labour  fears  to  tread 

f 


Tbe  Liberal  Democrat 
manifesto.  Make  the 
Difference,  is  some¬ 
thing  completely  different,  as 
John  Cleese,  a  prominent 
supporter,  might  have  said. 
But  then  the  party  is  not 
playing  the  same  electoral 
game  as  the  Tories  or 
Labour. 

It  is  not  competing  for 
national  power,  but  rather 
seeking  influence  by  aiming 
fora  few  dozen,  mainly  Tory- 
held.  .  seats.  The  question 
raised  by  yesterday's  mani¬ 
festo  is  whether  a  self-con¬ 
sciously  radical,  bold 
programme  peppered  with 
commitments  to  initiatives 
everywhere  is  the  right  way 
to  win  over  disillusioned 
Tories. 

Where  “new”  Labour  is 
afraid  to  tread,  Paddy 
Ashdown  delights  in  leap¬ 
ing.  He  is  not  afraid  to  talk 
about  the  need  to  raise  taxes 
to  pay  for  smaller  classes, 
new  books  and  equipment 
for  schools,  nursery  educa¬ 
tion  for  three  and  four-year- 
olds ,  and  reduced  health 
service  waiting  lists  and 
more  doctors  and  nurses. 
This  candour  is  refreshing 
compared  with  the  evasions 
of  the  other  parties.  But  its 
appeal  is  likely  to  be  limited, 
though  not  quite  as  small  as 
the  cynics  suggest 
Parents  are  alarmed  at  the 
cutbacks  in  schools,  teachers 
being  laid  off  and  the  fund¬ 
raising  drives  for  new  equip¬ 
ment  Some  people  may  be 
prepared  to  pay  a  little  more 
in  tax  for  better  public  ser¬ 
vices.  This  ties  in  with  the 
Liberal  Democrats'  parallel 
campaign  for  the  forgotten 


PETER  RIDDELL 


elections  on  May  1.  those 
outside  London  and  the  big 
cities  for  control  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  councfls. 

The  danger  with  such 
costed  programmes,  as  Lab¬ 
our  found  five  years  ago.  is 
that  everyone  can  pick  apart 
die  details:  how  many  will 
pay  more  in  tax.  and  how 
much?  Who  will  benefit?  Mr 
Ashdown  and  his  colleagues 
had  an  uncomfortable  few 
minutes  yesterday  giving  an¬ 
swers  —  which  explains  why 
Gordon  Brown  has  been  so 
critical  of  the  Liberal  Demo¬ 
crat  stance  and  avoided  such 
promises  himself. 

The  risk  for  the  liberal 
Democrats  has  always 
been  that  they  will  be 
squeezed  by  Labour’s 
strength  and  move  to  the 
centre.  The  continued  high 
Labour  ratings  in  the  polls 
have  led  to  a  shift  in  the 
Liberal  Democrats'  strategy. 
There  is  no  longer  any  talk  of 
what  might  happen  in  a 


hung  parliament,  and  the 
issue  of  electoral  reform  was 
not  exactly  being  highlighted 
yesterday. 

The  party  has  been  dis¬ 
tancing  itself  from  Labour, 
and  from  any  hint  of  post¬ 
election  deals,  emphasising 
its  distinctive  approach  ana 
contrast  with  Labour's  cau¬ 
tion.  If.  by  late  April.  Labour 
looks  as  ff  it  is  beading  for  a 
landslide,  we  will  probably 
hear  more  about  the  need  for 
an  independent  party  press¬ 
ing  for  better  schools  and  so 
on. 

The  party  needs  to  retain 
national  visibility  to  rein¬ 
force  its  regional  activities, 
but  it  is  not  yet  making 
headway  in  the  national 
polls,  being  stuck  around  11 
to  14  per  cent.  Party  strate¬ 
gists  argue  that  this  is  do 
guide  to  their  core  50  target 
seats  where  they  are  running 
strongly  and.  more  to  the 
point,  a  majority  believe  the 
liberal  Democrats  are  the 
main  challenger. 

On  this  view,  the  Tories 
are  so  weak  that  it  does  not 
matter  that  Labour  is  cur¬ 
rently  ten  points  or  so  ahead 
of  its  1992  share  in  these 
seats.  This  is  a  fine  balance. 
The  Liberal  Democrats  can¬ 
not  afford  too  strong  a  show¬ 
ing  by  Labour  in  these  seats, 
or  else  Tory  candidates  will 
squeak  bade  in  on  a  lower 
share  of  the  vote.  The  party 
cannot  just  fight  a  local  and 
regional  campaign.  It  needs 
to  remain  in  the  national 
picture.  Yesterday’s  manifes¬ 
to  launch  shows  how  hard  it 
is  for  the  Liberal  Democrats 
to  be  both  radical  and 
credible. 


Leaders’  apologies  cannot  hide  their  delight  at  being  squeezed 


MATTHEW 

PARRIS 


PADDY  ASHDOWN  has  hit  on  a 
foolproof  way  of  packing  Libera] 
Democrat  meetings:  hire  a  small 
hall.  At  Church  House  near  West¬ 
minster  yesterday,  in  a  room  proba¬ 
bly  more  modest  than  the  dining 
room  of  his  campaign  supremo. 
Lord  Holme  of  Cheltenham,  a  few 
score  journalists  jostled  with  Lord 
Holme's  ego  for  space  in  which  to 
breathe. 

**I  am  sorry  irs  so  crowded,” 
drawled  the  noble  lord  in  accents 
which  suggested  that  even  his 
broom  cupboard  was  bigger. 
"Thanks  for  coming,"  the  ever- 
’  matey  Paddy  Ashdown  said.  "Sorpr 
we’re  over-crowded.”  His  grin 
showed  that  he  was  not  sorry.  On 


one  wall  Archbishop  Cosmo  Lang 
glared  from  his  oil  painting  as  a 
microphone  on  a  pole  teetered 
perilously  close  to  his  Mosi  Rever¬ 
end  nose,  the  mike's  bearer  loitering 
below. 

Mr  Ashdown  spoke,  his  eyes 
driven  by  passion  and  grit  into 
steely  slits.  A  summary  of  his  words, 
with  bullet-points,  was  projected 
onto  granite  behind  him.  It  was  only 
screen  granite.  The  impression  was 
of  receiving  a  poor  man’s  version  of 
the  Ten  Commandments  from  a 
poor  man's  version  of  Moses.  Once 
enunciated,  each  covenant  on  the 
screen  degraded  —  broke  up  in  a 
computer -simulaied  snowstorm  — 
and  disappeared.  Perhaps  we  were 


being  prepared  for  the  real  world, 
post-May  1.  and  the  politicians' 
golden  calves. 

There  were  questions.  Andrew 
Rawnsley  of  A  Week  In  Politics 
poinred  our  thar  Mr  Ashdown  had 
promised  to  raise  income  tax,  and 
Mr  Blair  had  promised  not  to,  and 
both  had  promised  to  co-operate. 
Whose  promise,  then,  was  he  prom¬ 
ising  to  see  broken?  Mr  Ashdown 
said' it  depended  on  how  many  votes 
he  goL 

The  impression  was  confusing. 
Confusion  deepened  when  Anthony 
Bevins  of  The  Independent  said: 
“Turn  to  page  49  of  your  manifesto. 
Look  at  it  because  it's  rubbish.” 
Everyone  scrabbled  for  the  page. 


Bevins  and  Ashdown  squabbled 
about  what  seemed  to  be  the 
implication  on  the  page  that  taxes 
would  go  down  when  on  other 
pages  Ashdown  had  said  that  they 
would  go  up.  Bevins  demanded  a 
reprint 

“Ah.”  Ashdown's  helpfoi  deputy 
interrupted,  “but  now  turn  to  page 
61.”  Everyone  did  so.  Here,  said 
Alan  Beith,  it  explained  that  al¬ 
though  the  measures  on  page  49 
brought  taxes  down,  the  measures 
on  page  61  broughr  them  up  again. 
Ah! 

Confusion  deepened  further  when 
The  Guardian's  Michael  White  said 
that  a  Liberal  Democrat  advertise¬ 
ment  in  New  Statesman  PS  Society 


claimed  that  taxes  would  rise  by  as 
much  as  £6  per  week.  “That  was  a 
misprint”  Lord  Holme  said.  “And 
hot  even  a  Guardian  misprint."  the 
owlish  Beith  chuckled. 

The  whole  occasion  was  raking  on 
an  Alice  in  Wonderland  quality. 
Had  the  Tory  chicken,  the  Mirror 
fox,  the  two  placard-carrying  bears 
and  the  South  African  rhinocerous 
now  swung  from  the  ceiling  on 
trapezes,  to  add  their  own  ironic 
comment  on  the  rrivialisation  of 
politics,  few  would  have  raised  an 
eyebrow.  Archbishop  Lang  stared 
stonily  from  his  frame. 

On  Wednesday.  John  Major  un¬ 
veiled  a  manifesto  which,  though 
not  devoid  of  ideas,  breathes  cau¬ 


tion.  His  whole  campaign  insinu¬ 
ates  a  single  theme:  “So  far  so  good: 
dont  risk  change."  On  Thursday. 
Labour's  communications  team¬ 
sters  took  us  aside  before  their 
manifesto  launch  to  remind  us  that 
there  was  nothing  novel  or  interest¬ 
ing  at  all  in  the  document.  Tony 
Blair  actually  said  —  or  implied  —  it 
was  all  old  hat. 

To  calm  me  before  the  launch  of 
his  own  party’s  plans,  die  Liberal 
Democrat  MEP  Graham  \V3ts0n 
took  me  aside  10  rell  me:  “There's 
nothing  new  in  them." 

All  three  parties  creep  around, 
whispering  into  every  anxious  ear 
"Don't  worry:  we  have  nothing  to 
say.”  They'  crouch  to  conquer. 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 

PRIME  MINISTER’S 
QUESTION  TIME 


Members  of  the  public  are  invited  to  put  the 
questions  that  matter  to  John  Major  and 
Tony  Blair  in  special  meetings  with  the 
Conservative  and  Labour  party  leaders  to 
be  held  in  central  London. 

The  first  Prime  Ministers  Question  Time, 
•with  John  Major,  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
April  15.  The  second,  with  Tony  Blair,  will  be 
on  Friday,  April  25.  The  two  men  vying  for 
Downing  Street  will  speak  for  about  20 
minutes  before  answering  questions  from 
the  audience. 

Each  event  will  take  place  between  8pm 
and  9.30pm. 

Tickets,  which  must  be  booked  in  advance, 
are  £10  each  (£7.50  for  students,  pensioners 
and  unemployed),  or  £15  for  both  events 
(£11.25  reduced  rate). 


To  500k  your  tickets  simply  telephone  First  Call  on  0171-420  0000.  Lines  are  open 
24  hcursTere  is  no  booking  tee.  AH  major  credit  and  payment  cards  are  accepted 

THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  IS  THE  SUNDAY  PAPERS 


Alliance  &  Leicester  Shareholders 


Don’t  let  the 
taxman  get 
a  share  of 
your  shares. 

K  you  have  decided  to  hold  onto  your  new  Alliance  &  Leicester  shares  you  need  to  make 
sure  the  taxman  doesn't  get  his  hands  on  your  money.  Unless  you  take  action  by  30th  May  you 
may  be  subject  to  tax  -  you  may  have  to  pay  tax  on  the  dividends  and  have  a  tax  bill  if  you  sell 
your  shares. 

However  there  is  an  easy  way  to  keep  your  Alliance  &  Leicester  shares  and  pay  no 
tax  at  afl. 

By  putting  your  shares  into  a  Personal  Equity  Plan  with  M&G,  the  UK’s  largest  general  PEP 
provider,  you  can  receive  the  dividends  free  of  tax  and  sefl  your  shares  whenever  you  wish  tax 
free. 

You  can  also  put  other  windfall  building  society  or  insurance  company  shares  into  The  M&G 
Windfall  PEP. 

So  to  keep  all  your  shares  and  not  pay  a  penny  in  tax,  return  the  coupon  or 
call  us  now  on  0990  600  631. 


To:  The  MAG  Group,  Bristol  BS38  7ET.  Pfease  send  me  a  free  copy  of  the  new  MSG  Handbook  and  delate  of  the  new  MAG  WindfeH  PEP. 

NO  SALESMAN  WILL  CALL  You  should  contact  your  independent  financial  adviser  (if  you  have  one}  before  investing. 
The  price  of  investments  and  the  income  from  them  can  go  down  as  weB  as  up.  The  value  to  you  of  the  tax  benefits 
will  depend  on  your  own  circumstances.  The  tax  regime  of  PEPs  could  change  in  the  future. 


MoMn/ 

MT1AL5 

SURNAME 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 

LC-DCAN 

M&G  dm  not  altar  imutaant  wMce  or  ofer  any  n*omm«»«iaik>ns  regarding  amstmito.  We  only  mato 
and  services  of  tho  M&G  marfwflng  group. 

Issued  br  MM  FhnU  Sendees  LtaHad.  (RaguUea  by  d*  PwenaJ  fcWBrtnem  Aidftortirt 

We  mw  make  yaw  nam  and  addreea  sratfaWo  to  unconnected  nsanlsationa,  Wt  "H  oce&sionaay  WH  you  about  other  products  or 
eenicaa  offend  by  miulw  and  awortamd  MAG  Companies. 

r<*  box  Q  rf  you  wMJ  pp*x  not  to  rvc6n?e  (he  IrlunnaiJon. 
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The  M&G  Windfall  PEP 
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Cherie  Booth 
named  legal 
personality 


By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 
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CHERIE  BOOTH  broke  off 
campaigning  with  her  hus¬ 
band  in  Scotland  yesterday 
after  learning  she  had  been 
named  Legal  Personality  of 
the  Year.  Tony  Blair's  wife 
travelled  to  London  to  receive 
the  award  last  night. 

She  was  named  the  winner 
after  lawyers  throughout  Brit¬ 
ain  had  voted  m  a  contest 
organised  by  The  Lawyer 
newspaper.  Mark  Wyatt,  the 
paper’s  publisher,  said  Ms 
Booth  had  won  by  a  “substan¬ 
tial  margin" 

However,  he  refused  to  dis¬ 
close  any  voting  figures  or 


Booth:  received  award 
from  a  trade  paper 


the  lawyer: 


who  was  the  runner-up  in  the 
competition,  which  was  first 
held  three  years  ago.  The 
previous  winners  were  Lord 
Woolf,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
and  Martin  Mears.  the  former 
President  of  the  Law  Society. 

Mr  Wyatt  said:  “We  have 
never  given  figures.  It  is  not  a 
stitch^up,  but  giving  figures 
gets  very  complicated  and 
very  embarrassing  for  the 
people  nominated.  It  would 
become  a  story  that  Lord 
Mackay  got  this  number  of 
nominations  ex'  that  Cherie 


.  Booth  only  git-  so  many.” 

He  said  that  Ms  Booth,  who 
became  a  QC  two  years  ago, 
had  won  the  award,  a  foot 
square  bronze  and'  brass 
plaque,  by  an  "overwhelming 
margin'.  She  had  deserved 
the  award  because  she  was 
“juggling  career  with  a  very 

Euolic  profile  and  trying  to 
ring  tip  a'  family.  She  is  a 
very  good  role  model." 

Suspicions  about  the  voting 
were  fuelled  when  staff  at  the 
weekly  paper,  which  Mr  Wy¬ 
att  said  sold  1&500  copies, 
disclosed  that  it  had  been 
inundated  with  votes  and  that 
the  response  from  the  legal 
profession,  had  been  bigger 
than  in  previous  years. 

Mr  Wyatt  said  he  not  think 
the  competition  had  been 
rigged  and  that  Ms  Booth  was 
a  very  popular  figure  who  had 
had  a  high  profile  throughout 
the  year.  “Lawyers  are  very 
honourable  people.  There 
would  be  no  skullduggery  by 
any  people  involved,  at  least  I 
hope  not”  he  said. 

Mr  Wyatt  was  not  even  able 
to  disdose  the  number  of 
people  nominated  for  the 
award.  However,  he  said  the 
list  had  included  Michael 
Howard,  the  Home  Secretary, 
Lord  Bingham  of  Comhill,  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice.  Lend 
Mackay  of  Clashfem.  die  Lord 
Chancellor.  Michael  Beloff. 
joint  head. of  the  chambers 
where  Ms  Booth  works,  Dame 
-Barbara  Mills,  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions,  Anthony 
Julius,  the  solicitor  who  acted 
for  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales, 
during  her  divorce,  and  Lord 
Irvine  of  Lairg,  a  dose  friend 
of  Ms  Booth  and  her  husband. 

Lord  Lester  of  Heme  HiU, 
die  dvQ  liberties  lawyer,  said 
he  knew  nothing  about  the 
competition.  When  told  he  had 
been  nominated,  he  said: 
“Really!  I  can  tordyi  assume  it 
was  an:.  April  Fool.  1  am 
amazed  I  was  nominated.” 
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Facing  the  future:  Mr  Prescott  helps  James  BeU,  4,  from  Cardiff,  to  recreate  his  pose  with  Tony  Blair  in  the  Labour  Party  manifesto 


Labour 
‘chuffed 
by  sale 
of  BIT 

Richard  Branson;  Britain's 
second -largest  rail  operator, 
claimed  that  Labour  was  se¬ 
cretly  pleased  that:  the  Tories 
had  sold  off  British  RaiL 
The  businessman,  who  met 
Tony  Blair  in  private  only  six 
weeks  ago,  said  a  Labour  gov¬ 
ernment  would  never  have 
dared  to  sell  off  the  network 
for  fear  of  incurring  the  wrath 
of  the  Left  “I  believe  that 
secretly,  they  are  quite  re-, 
lieved  it’s  hapjxmed.  I  there¬ 
fore  don’t  think  theyll  do 
much  to  rock  the  boat'  He 
also  told  Railway  magazine: 
“We  can  work  with  Labour.” 

Tory  beaten  up 

Stuart  Andrew,  25-year-old 
Conservative  candidate  in  the 
safe  Labour  seat  of  Wrexham, 
was  beaten  unconscious  by  a 
gang  shouting  anti-Tory  slo¬ 
gans  in  Beaumaris,  Anglesey. 
His  father  Andrew,  52.  had  his 
skull  fractured  when  he  went 
to  his  aid. 


Labour’s  Welsh  dragon  comes  home  «™r«r§* 


Valerie  Elliott  joins  a  glum  John  Prescott  on  his  manifesto  launch  in  Cardiff 


WHEN  John  Prescott  appeared  in 
Cardiff  yesterday  to  launch  Labour's 
Welsh  manifesto,  it  seemed  a  less- 
than-happy  homecoming  for  a  son  of 
Wales.  Perhaps  it  was  being  in  the 
south,  far  Grom  his  Prestatyn  birth¬ 
place  or  maybe  it  was  getting  bis 
tongue  around  the  dragoo-Like  phrase 
Llqfur  newydd  — -  new  Labour. 

Perhaps  he  did  not  relish  promot¬ 
ing  a  manifesto  that  included  a 
version  in  Welsh,  with  even  a  message 
from  Tony  Blair  in  the  language, 
which  be  could  not  understand.  Or  it 
could  have  been  just  an  uncomfort¬ 
able  night  in  his  Cardiff  hotel 

Whatever  the  reason,  the  man  who 
would  be  Deputy  Prime  Minister  in  a 
Labour  government  was  decidedly 
glum  as  he  teamed  up  with  his  old 
Labour  chums  from  the  Welsh  party. 
But  he  surely  must  have  been  cheered 
by  the  manifesto’s  promise  that  the 
principality  would  have  a  minister  for 
children;. an  innovation;  which  looks 


set  to  be  denied  to  youngsters  in  the 
rest  of  the  country. 

Mr  Prescott  added  another  prom¬ 
ise,  that  a  Labour  government  would 
hold  a  referendum  this  autumn  on 
creating  a  Welsh  assembly.  But  he 
vigorously  defended  Labour’s  deci¬ 
sion  not  to  give  it  tax-raising  powers. 

.  Talk  of  devolution  was  tricky  to 
deal  with  yesterday  after  Tony  Blair’s 
local  difficulty  in  Scotland.  Unsur¬ 
prisingly.  after  less  than  an  hour  Mr 
Prescott  bowed  out  He  will  be  back  in 
Wales  next  week  but  for  the  moment 
he  seemed  pleased  that  his  battle  bus 
was  heading  for  the  less  challenging 
territory  of  Bolton. 

He  left  Ron  Davies,  Shadow  Welsh 
Secretary,  to  dismiss  talk  of  splits  in 
the  Welsh  Labour  Party.  It  is  dear, 
however,  that  many  Labour  MPs  are 
not  keen  on  the  idea  of  an  assembly. 
But  after  much  arm-twisting  they 
have  promised  ,  not  because  trouble. 
Only.  Llew  Smiths  MP  for  Blaenau 


Gwent,  remains  implacably  hostile 
and  has  written  pamphlets  opposing 
the  move. 

The  other  main  detractor,  Allan 
Rogers.  MP  for  Rhondda,  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  an  assembly  would  weak¬ 
en  local  government.  But  be  has 
agreed  to  work  constructively  with  the 
party  leadership  and  is  writing  a 
report  for  Mr  Davies  on  how  focal 
authorities  could  benefit  from  the 
reform. 

The  main  problem  now  is  that  three 
Labour  MPs  oppose  any  form  of 
proportional  representation  in  elect¬ 
ing  the  assembly.  Denzil  Davies, 
former  Treasury  Minister  and  the 
MP  for  Llanelli,  said  yesterday:  “1 
have  always  supported  a  Welsh 
assembly,  I  campaigned  for  it  in  1978, 
but  PR  is  a  constitutional  issue.  We 
are  entitled  to  express  our  reserva¬ 
tions  on  it” 

His  views  are  shared  by  Ted 
Rowlands  (Merthyr.  Tfcffil  •  .and 


Rhymney)  and  Sir  Ray  Powell 
(Ogmore).  They  have  privately  come 
to  a  deal  with  the  leadership  that  they 
will  not  vote  against  the  second 
reading  of  a  devolution  Bill  but  they 
will  speak  against  PR  in  Commons 
debates. 

Ron  Davies  yesterday  brushed 
aside  the  division.  “When  the  legisla¬ 
tion  Is  put  before  the  Commons.  I 
expect  foil  support  from  each  and 
every  Labour  MP.  It  is  a  matter  of 
constitutional  propriety.’’.  He  is 
convincing  and  seems  determined  to 
get  his  way.  This  was  demonstrated 
by  his  grip  on  the  Welsh  manifesto, 
where  he  was  allowed  to  indude 
detailed  policy  instead  of  broad 
statements.  His  plan  fora  minister  for 
children  means  that  one  person  in  the 
Welsh  Office  would  take  charge  of  all 
issues  affecting  the  young,  from 
health  to  education.  Mr  Davies  also 
promised  yesterday  a  rural  polity  for 
Wales. 


The  Official  Monster  Raving 
Loony  Party  is  struggling  to. 
field  the  50  candidates :  it 
requires  to  qualify  for  a  party 
political  broadcast  on  tele¬ 
vision.  Party  leaders,  who 
have  40  candidates,  admit  that 
they  have  no  idea  what  mess¬ 
age  they  would  convey. 

Sacre  Blair 

The  flagship  newspaper  of  the 
French  Right.  Le  Figaro, 
heaped  praise  on  Tony  Blair 
on  Friday  for  not  promising, 
too  much  in  his  ten-point 
“contract  with  the  people”;  for 
pledging  not  to  increase  in¬ 
come  tax  and  to  freeze  public 
spending  for  two  years. 

Election  turn-off 

Viewers  have  deserted  the  ■ 
BBC’s  Nine  O'clock  -News  : 
since  it  doubled  in  length -  to 
provide  extra  tune  for  election 
coverage.  According  to  unoffi¬ 
cial  figures.  43  million  people 
watched  Wednesday’s  news, 
finishing  at  10pm,  compared  / 
with  anaverage  of  six  million. . 
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Dominic  Kennedy  and  Valerie  Elliott  describe  ruses  which  help  some  candidates  to  steal  a  march 

How  parties  cook  the  books  on  poll  expenses 


oea 


ttnUp 


THE  British  electoral  system 
is  the  envy  of  the  world:  to  stop 
a  rich  man  buying  his  way 
into  Parliament,  the  law  pre¬ 
vents  a  candidate  spending 
more  than  about  7p  on  wooing 
each  voter. 

Expense  returns  have  to  be 
submitted  after  polling  and 
are  open  to  inspection.  They 
must  be  within  limits  of  about 
ESr300  for  a  typical  sear 
"  In  die  marginal  constituen- 

: ties  which  decide  each  eJec- 
v";  tion,  however,  the  parties 
-  -  <  bend  the  rules.  Although  the 

'-■?**  punishments  are  harsh,  in- 

-  i  -V  eluding  a  £5,000  fine,  a  ban  on 
'l  voting  and  on  sitting  as  an 

> t  MP,  the  chances  of  being 

-  caught  are  slim, 

w  According  to  a  Labour  activ¬ 

ist,  a  longstanding  gentle¬ 
man’s.  agreement  has  been 
operating  between  itis  patty 
and  the  Conservatives  to  stop 
them  reporting  each  other.  A 
Tory  campaign  veteran  said: 
"You  don't  often  get  com¬ 
plaints  because  all  the  parties 
are  indulging."  Only  twice  in 
the  past  five  years  have  people 
been  prosecuted  on  charges  of 
breaking  the  rules,  and  both 
were  acquitted  at  Crown 
Court. 

;  Here  is  The  Times's  guide  to 

TgP  election  agents’  creative 
;  aocounring. 

□  The  stranger  at  tfae  door. 

; The  meter  for  each  contender’s 

election  campaign  starts  tick¬ 
ing  when  he  or  she  becomes 
■  the  official  candidate.  From 
that  moment,  everything 
spent  should  be  included  on 
expenses.  How  do  challengers 
make  themselves  known  to  the 
public  before  the  campaign 
begins?  A  wily  Tory  in  a  no¬ 
hope  seat  says:  “There’s  noth¬ 
ing  to  stop  me  from  turning 
up.  introducing  myself  to  con¬ 
stituents  and  saying  that  I  am 
the  local  party  convener,  or 
researcher." 

□  The  telephone  survey.  A 
stranger  calls.  “They  do  not 

t  *  if  II  UiriK  *et  m  that  are  ringing  on 
‘  “  behalf  of  a  party,"  says  Profes- 
■-  sor  Ron  Johnson,  of  Bristol 
University.  "The  implication 
is  that  this  is  jusr  another 
poll."  The  information  is  sent 
.  .  to  the  party’s  computer 
database,  matched  with  die 
electoral  roll  and  stored  for 
.  -  future  use.'  When  it  comes  to 
getting  voters  out  on  polling 
day,  die  Conservatives. have 
recruited  elderly  women  after 
learpiftgihat  olderwrierswere 
annoyed  fcy  being  told  what  to 
do  tyLthe  young.  The  Liberal 
Democrats  and  Tories  have 
both  given  supporters  the 
numbers  ,  of  voters  in  key 
constituencies  tp  ring  from 
thgUL  Own  homes.  The  calls 
caringf  be  traced,  so  why 
include' them  in  expenses? 

□  The  mailshot  The  Conser¬ 
vatives  have  been  assembling 
a  setretiye  scheme  called  Pro¬ 
gramme-  for  Identifying  and 
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Influencing  Key  Electors,  de¬ 
veloped  by  Keith  Britto.  for¬ 
mer  deputy  director  of  special 
services  at  Central  Office.  This 
computer  programme  uses  in¬ 
formation  such  as  whether 
people  are  shareholders,  own 
cars  or  have  bought  their 
council  houses,  and  it  fore¬ 
casts  their  likelihood  of  being 
Tories  on  a  scale  of  one  to  ten. 
“It  is  remarkably  accurate," 
says  John  Stanyer,  ex-Conser- 
■vative  vice-treasurer  in  Hazel 
Grove,  where  it  was  used  as 
an  experiment  in  1992  and 
helped  to  secure  victory  for  Sir 
Tom  Arnold  by  900  votes. 
Labour’s  database  is  so  ad¬ 
vanced  that,  if  education  be¬ 
comes  an  issue,  it  can  send 
personalised  letters  to  parents 
of  school-age  children  in  key 
marginals  within  24  hours. 
Only  the  parties  know  how 
many  targeted  letters  have 
been  sent  from  head  office. 


The  cost  of  software  and 
hardware  is  not  expected  to 
appear  on  returns. 

□  Flying  agents.  Why  waste  a 
full-time  agent  on  a  safe  seat  * 
when  there  is  a  key  marginal 
next  door  which  needs  some 
extra  help?  Why  fell  the  re¬ 
turning  officer  that  the  agent 
is  being  paid  £30.000  a  year? 

□  Stamps.  These  are  the  one 
cost  which  can  be  mentioned 
on  expenses  without  produc¬ 
ing  a  receipt.  One  Conserva¬ 
tive  agent  spent  £7,000  on 
postage  in  his  constituency  at 
the  last  ejection;  it  was  never 
declared. 

□  The  Internet-  Dozens  of 
candidates  now  have  their 
own  Web  sites.  Will  these 
appear  on  expenses? 

□  Posters.  The  agent  buys  a 
new  set  of  posters  for  every 
election,  costing  about  £2500. 
He  puts  only  about  £400  on 
expenses,  saying  that  the  post¬ 


ers  have  been  “hired"  from  the 
local  constituency  association 
and  are  the  same  ones  which 
were  used  last  time. 

□  The  party  leader's  visit 
Entertaining  ihe  leader,  or  a 
celebrity,  probably  costs  £80  a 
day  in  travel  and  feeding 
expenses,  but  only  £20  will  be 
declared. 

□  Empty  houses  Full  of  sup¬ 
porters.  In  the  tightest  of 
contests,  estaie  agents  have 
been  paid  £50  to  stick  posters 
in  homes  which  are  vacant 
This  is  tilegal- 

□  Billboards.  A  national  ad¬ 
vertising  campaign  such  as 
"demon  eyes"  waif  not  usually 
be  declared  on  local  expenses. 
If  large  dusters  of  billboards 
appear  in  the  most  marginal 
seals,  so  be  iL 

□  A  bulging  stationery  cup¬ 
board,  Agents  stockpile  paper 
and  envelopes  long  before  an 
election  is  called.  If  they 


bought  it  during  the  cam¬ 
paign,  the  receipts  would  have 
to  be  submitted. 

□  Fuel.  Some  agents  suc¬ 
cumb  to  temptation  in  rural 
seats  where  fuel  is  a  big 
expense  and  fail  to  account  for 
all  the  petrol  used  in  ferrying 
candidates  to  villages  and 
voters  to  polling  stations. 

□  Battle  buses.  The  hire  of  a 
bus  and  driver  for  weeks 
would  cripple  most  cam¬ 
paigns.  Trade  unions  have 
been  known  to  “lend"  a  bus  to 
a  Labour  candidate. 


Buy  2,000.  de- 
(Try  counting 


□  Balloons, 
dare  1.000. 
balloons.) 

□  The  generous  printer. 
Supposing  an  agent  ordered 
5,000  leaflets  and  the  printer 
sent  20.000  back.  It  is  hardly 
the  agent's  fault,  is  it? 

□  Videos.  Campaign  videos 
cost  about  £2  each.  Sending 
one  to  every  home  in  a 
constituency  would  breach  ex¬ 
penses  many  times  over. 

□  Mobile  phones.  Nearly  ev¬ 
erybody  involved  in  running  a 
campaign  will  be  carrying  a 


mobile  phone.  Few  returns 
mention  them. 

□  Photocopying.  Out  of  leaf¬ 
lets?  Helpful  business  sup¬ 
porters  can  take  one  to  their 
offices  and  photocopy  a  few 
hundred  each.  No  charge. 

□  The  Wind  eye.  An  agent  is 
legally  responsible  for  all  ex¬ 
penditure.  In  the  last  days  of 
campaigning,  many  party 
workers  will  appear  in  a  dose- 
fought  constituency.  “You  are 
not  God."  said  a  seasoned 
campaigner.  “You  cannot  see 
everything." 


Labour 
last  to 
submit 
receipts 

By  Russell  Jenkins 

ANP  CAROL  M  IDG  LEY 


THE  Labour  Party  kept 
officials  waiting  until  the 
eleventh  hour  last  night  to 
submit  expense  receipts  for 
the  Wirral  South  by-election. 

Won  by  Ben  Chapman  for 
Labour,  it  was  widely  regard¬ 
ed  as  the  most  costly  by- 
election  political  campaign  in 
recent  history  and  led  to 
allegations  that  both  major 
parties  had  exceeded  the  le¬ 
gal  spending  limit  of 
£31,113.15  each.  On  tfae  day  of 
tfae  poll  on  February  27.  the 
UK  Independence  Party 
lodged  a  forma)  complaint 
with  police  over  the  amount 
allegedly  spent  by  Labour 
and  the  Tories. 

Hie  deadline  to  hand  in 
expense  declarations  expired 
at  the  end  of  the  working  day 
yesterday,  35  days  after  poll¬ 
ing  day.  David  Leonnard, 
senior  electoral  registration 
officer,  had  been  telephoned 
twicr  by  a  representative  of 
tfae  Labour  Party  to  ask  what 
time  he  left  to  go  home. 

At  4.15pm  —  45  minutes 
before  the  deadline  —  a 
Labour  Party  worker  walked 
into  Wallasey  Town  Hall  to 
hand  over  the  expenses  re¬ 
port  in  a  brown  envelope.  It 
stated  that  Labour  had  spent 
£29,299.96  on  its  campaign. 

The  Conservative  Party, 
which  submitted  its  details  on 
Thursday,  also  declared  itself 
well  within  the  limit  at 
£27,82259.  Anthony  Samnel- 
son,  of  the  Stop  Conserva¬ 
tives  Poncing  on  Tobacco 
Companies  party,  who  polled 
124  votes,  had  spent 
£18.319.77,  mostfy  on  legal 
costs.  Flo  Lucas,  for  the 
Liberal  Democrats,  declared 
expenses  of  £13.790.42. 

Yesterday  David  Lott,  nat¬ 
ional  organiser  for  the 
UKIP,  said  he  would  contin¬ 
ue  the  complaint  with  police. 
Merseyside  Police  said  die 
returning  officer  had  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  a  police 
investigation  was  necessary. 


Big  spenders  may  be  holding 
back  for  a  final  flourish 


AMlb  the  psychological  war¬ 
fare  between  the  party  head¬ 
quarters.  secrecy  and  misin¬ 
formation  about  their  election 
budgets  is  rife.  Talk  of  the 
immineni  bankruptcy  of  Con¬ 
servative  Central  Office  alter¬ 
nates  with  reports  of  a  general 
election  kitty  of  no  less  than 
£40  million. 

Although  academic  re¬ 
searchers  should  not  expect 
^accurate  information  until  the 
ipaign  is  over,  one  can 
reach  reasonably  reliable  con¬ 
clusions  while  it  is  in  progress 
by  examining  the  amount  of 
advertising  commissioned. 
In  recent  elections,  national 
publicity  has  accounted  for  up 
to  two-thirds  of  central  Tory 
expenditure  and  up  to  half  of 
Labour’s  campaign  costs. 

A .  survey  by  advertising 
industry  -sources  shows  that 
in’ ripe  J4  month  run-up  to  foe 


Labour  has  matched  Conservative  spending 
on  pre-election  advertising,  but  there  is 
plenty  of  time  left  for  extravagance, 
Michael  Pinto- Duschinsky  writes 


election  (January  I,  1996,  to 
February  28.  1997),  the  Refer¬ 
endum  Party  was  the  only 
really  big  spender.  Its  128 
pages  of  national  press  adver¬ 
tisements  and  its  posters  cost 
more  than  £55  million  in 
rental  charges  alone.  The 
Conservatives  spent  just 
under  £3.4  million  and  Lab¬ 
our  about  £2.4  million-  The 
liberal  Democrats’  opera¬ 
tions  were  too  insignificant  to 
appear  on  the  advertising 
industry’s  radar.  These  sums 
exclude  the  Referendum  Par¬ 
ty’s  distributions  of  video- 


vss*- 


4SS?S 


Ulr 


Battling  for  Cheaper 
x  Car  Insurance? 

Is  your  premium  over  £250? 

S*  vYou  could  cut  your  costs  by  calling 
Hastings  Direct. 

Bigger  cars  and  comprehensive 

.  .  cover  a  speciality! 

TV.  Call  FREE  on 

1)800  00  1066 

and  quote  reference  TI023 

|| +Jastln8S  direct 


tapes,  as  well  as  direct 
mailshots  by  the  main  parties. 

As  demonstrated  in  1987, 
when  the  Tories  lavished 
£3  million  on  a  four-day  burst 
of  advertising  in  the  week 
before  polling,  opportunities 
for  extravagance  remain.  Yet. 
so  far.  the  contest  between  the 
Conservatives  and  Labour 
turns  out  to  have  been  consid¬ 
erably  less  costly  than 
expected. 

In  the  past,  when  a  Prime 
Minister  has  left  calling  the 
general  election  to  the  last 
moment,  campaigns  have 
been  exceptionally  expensive. 
Thai  might  account  for  the 
caution  of  the  Conservatives, 
whose  deficit  in  the  opinion 
polls  provides  ample  incen¬ 
tive  for  publicity.  Maurice 
Saatchi  has  dearly  imitated 
Beau  Geste,  of  the  French 
Foreign  Legion,  who  con¬ 
cealed  his  limited  firepower 
from  the  enemy. 

The  “Yes  it  Hurt  Yes  it 
Worked”  and  “New  Labour. 
New  Danger"  campaigns 
were  finandally  modest 
efforts  to  raise  controversy 
and.  with  fE.  free  news  cover¬ 
age.  Despite  announcements 
by  Brian  Mawhinney  of  the 
improvements  in  Central  Of¬ 
fice  finances,  there  was  virtu¬ 


ally  no  Tory  poster  advert¬ 
ising  and  only  £700,000  of 
press  advertisements  in  the 
first  ten  months  of  1996. 

While  Central  Office  nar¬ 
rowly  outspent  Mill  bank  in 
pre-election  advertising,  the 
cost  of  Opposition  propagan¬ 
da  balances  that  of  the  Tories 
when  account  is  taken  of  the 
“non-party"  campaigns  such 
as  that  run  by  the  TUC. 

The  narrow  spending  gap 
between  the  two  main  parties 
contrasts  with  past  elections. 
In  I9S7.  Tory  spending  on  its 
national  poster  and  press 
publicity  came  to  £6.4  million, 
nearly  three  times  Labour's 
£2.2  million.  In  1992.  the  To¬ 
ries  outspent  Labour  by 
£5.8  million  to  £33  million. 

When  inflation  is  taken  into 
account,  today  a  Tory  cam¬ 
paign  on  the  scale  of  1987 
would  cost  £10  million.  Last 
month,  for  which  detailed 
statistics  are  not  yet  available, 
saw  a  blitz  of  posters  but 
almost  no  advertising  in  the 
national  press.  Talk  of  a 
£40  million  campaign  is  way 
off  foe  mark. 

As  to  whether  advertise¬ 
ments  are  effective  in  winning 
votes,  there  is  no  dear  evi¬ 
dence.  The  most  crucial  fac¬ 
tors  appear  to  be  coverage  on 
television  and  in  foe  news 
columns  of  the  tabloids,  and 
party  election  broadcasts.  U  is 
here  that  foe  Liberal  Demo¬ 
crats  have  their  chance. 

□  Michael  Pinto-Duschinsky 
is  a  senior  research  fellow  at 
Brunei  University. 
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Central  Party  spending  on  national  press  and  poster  advertising 
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National  press  ads. 
Pages  Cast 


Posters 

Cost 


TOTAL 


Referendum  Party 

182 

Conservative  Party 

29 

Labour  Party 

22 

£4,199,000 

£945,000 

£540,000 


£1.371.000  £5,570,000 
£2,412.000  £3.375,000 
£1,865,000  £2,405.000 
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Bonn  and  Paris 


t'-’M.vJiiLH 


break  EU  ranks 
on  China  rebuke 


From  Peter  Capelia  in  geneva 


WESTERN  policy  on  Beijing 
Is  in  disarray  as  a  result  of 
Germany  joining  France  in 
publicly  rejecting  action  for 
the  first  time  against  China  by 
the  United  Nations  High 
Commissionerfor  Refugees. 

The  issue  has  divided  the 
European  Union  and  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  dominate  a  meeting 
of  foreign  ministers  beginning 
in  The  Netherlands  tomorrow. 
The  meeting  has  been  called  to 
discuss  the  future  of  a  com- ' 
mon  foreign  policy. 

The  annual  session  of  the  53- 
nation  UN  rights  body  ends  in 
Geneva  on  April  18.  Although 
an  EU  resolution  criticising 
abuses  in  China  has  failed  for 
the  past  eight  years  at  the  final 
hurdle  of  a  vote,  rights  groups 
view  the  gesture  as  the  last 
chance  to  demonstrate  inter¬ 
national  concern  before  Hong 
Kong  reverts  to  China. 

“While  there  may  be  a  last- 
minute  effort  by  a  few  individ¬ 
ual  European  countries  and 
the  United  States  to  salvage  a 
resolution,  the  West's  spine¬ 
less  deference  to  China  out  of 
concern  for  commercial  con¬ 
tracts  has  all  but  killed  the 
resolution  before  it  is  tabled 
said  Lotte  Leicht,  a  director  of 
Human  Rights  Watch. 

Britain  will  support  a  reso¬ 
lution  that  is  likely  to  be 
introduced  next  week  by  Den¬ 
mark  or  The  Netherlands,  In 
the  wake  of  Chinese  threats  of 
retaliation,  Britain  has  adopt¬ 
ed  a  low  profile  in  Geneva  and 
is  anxious  not  to  anger  Beijing 


by  taking  a  lead.  Diplomats 
hope  to  extract  further  guar¬ 
antees  on  Hong  Kong’s  future 
before  the  handover  on  July  1. 

In  a  letter  last  Monday, 
Hans  van  Mierlo.  die  Dutch 
Foreign  Minister,  told  the 
other  14  members  dial  the 
credibility  of  a  common  for¬ 
eign  policy  was  being  under-  ■ 
mined.  He  added  that  The 
Netherlands,  the  current  EU 


6  Beijing  has 
repeated 
promises  of 
progress  for 
eight  years 
without  result  9 


president  would  no  longer 
propose  any  joint  initiatives  on 
human  rights.  The  letter  also 
hinted  at  “a  double  standard’' 
an  the  issue. 

'This  has  angered  France. 
Then,  on  Thursday,  Germany 
also  announced  that  it  rejected 
action  against  China.  Both 
Paris  and  Bonn  support  criti¬ 
cal  dialogue  and  claim  that 
previous  confrontations  have 
been  unsuccessful.  They  have 
been  the  chief  advocates  of  a 
common  foreign  policy  and 
have,  however  reluctantly, 
supported  criticism  of  China 
in  previous  years.  Paradoxi¬ 


cally.  diplomats  now  accuse 
them  of  burying  any  remnants 
of  European  solidarity  on 
foreign  affairs. 

President  Chirac  of  France 
is  to  make  a  state  visit  to  China 
next  month  in  response  to  the 
visit  to  Paris  by  Li  Peng,  the 
Chinese  Prime  Minister,  dur¬ 
ing  last  year’s  UN  commis¬ 
sioner's  meeting.  This  time, 
among  other  trade  deals,  de¬ 
fence  equipment  and  a  £1.2 
billion  Airbus  order  are  high 
on  the  agenda. 

In  spue  of  strong  public 
statements  of  concern.  Bill 
Richardson,  the  American 
Ambassador  to  the  UN.  earli¬ 
er  this  week  also  declined  to 
lead  the  attempt  to  censure 
China.  like  Britain,  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  will  back  a  resolu¬ 
tion.  however,  and  is  lobbying 
behind  the  scenes  to  counter 
Beijing's  ■  charm  offensive 
among  smaller  nations. 

American  companies,  in¬ 
cluding  Boeing,  secured  sev¬ 
eral  contracts  in  China  during 
Vice-President  Al  Gore’s  offi¬ 
cial  visit  last  month.  Cam¬ 
paigners  fear  that  the  Chinese 
“canot  and  stick”  policy  has 
been  successful. 

In  an  attempt  to  placate  its 
critics,  Beijing  said  it  was 
“seriously  examining”  signing 
two  key  international  cove¬ 
nants  on  human  rights.  But 
the  statement,  used  by  France 
as  evidence. of  progress  in 
China’s  attitude,  has  been 
repeated  every  year  since  the 
mid-1980s  with  no  result 
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Colony  completes  guest  list 


From  Catherine  Field 

IN  HONG  KONG 


ARDUOUS  efforts  to  draw  up 
the  guest  list  for  the  party  to 
end  all  parties  have  at  last 
borne  fruit:  those  lucky 
enough  to  be  invited  to  Hong 
Kong*  handover  ceremonies 
should  be  getting  their  invita¬ 
tions  shortly. 

Britain  and  China  are  dose 
to  finishing  a  4,000-strong 
guest  list  for  the  event,  a 
British  official  confirmed  last 
night  The  two  sides  have 
agreed  to  send  out  invitations 


to  400  VIPs  at  foreign  minister 
level  1300  invitations  each  to 
other  guests,  and  another  600 
to  the  media  and  others,  the 
official  said. 

“The  guest  list  will  cover 
countries  and  international 
organisations  with  which 
Hong  Kong  has  'dose  ties. 
Invitations  will  be  extended  to 
foreign  ministers  and  heads  of 
international  organisations.” 
.said  Jonathan  Lange,  spokes¬ 
man  for  the  handover  office. 

Foreign  ministers  rather 
than  heads  of  state  will  make 
up  tiie  largest  group,  a  sign 


that  Peking  had  succeeded  in 
downgrading  the  ceremony, 
diplomats  said.  Britain  will  be 
represented  by  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  who  will  deliver  a 
speech  on  behalf  of  the  Queen. 
Baroness  Thatcher,  who  nego¬ 
tiated  the  agreement  sealing 
Hong  Kong's  return  to  Chi¬ 
nese  sovereignty,  will  be 
among  the  dignitaries. 

The  Hong  Kong  Govern¬ 
ment  has  earmarked  £183 
million  for  the  ceremony,  £1 
rafilion-  of  which  wfil  go  cm 
hotel  rooms  and  transport  for 
heads  of  foreign  delegations. 
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Russians  vote  to  keep  loot 


From  Robin  Lodge  in  Moscow 


New  York:  Doctors  have  giv¬ 
en  Allen  Ginsberg,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  writer  and  beatnik,  four  to 
12  months  to  liveafter  discov¬ 
ering  that  he  has  inoperable 
liver  cancer  (Quentin  Letts 
writes). 

Ginsberg,  70,  washed 
around  in  his  youth  with  Jack 
Kerouac  and  is  one  of  the  last 
survivors  of  Kerouac's  slim¬ 
hipped  On  the  Road  gang  of 
idle  Fifties  pioneers  of  permis¬ 
siveness.  He  is  “taking  the 
news  like  a  good  Buddhist”, 
say  friends. 

The  unconventional  and 
prolific  poet  who  has  champi¬ 
on  edmost  things  from  homo¬ 
sexuality  to  hallucinogens, 
was  in  bed  at  home  in  Man¬ 
hattan  yesterday.  Although 
uweepy  at  times”,  he  was 
talking  about  -  impending 
death  and  meditating  about 
the  ultimate  experience. 

The  best  known  of  Gins¬ 
berg's  writings  is  probably 
Howl  a  1956  poem  which 
mourned  the  scrambling  of  a 
generation’s  minds  by  drugs. 
He  was  sometimes  called  “the 
most  dangerous  man  in 
America”. 


IN  A  rare  show  of  defiance. 
Russia’s  lower  house  of  parlia¬ 
ment  yesterday  overturned  a 
presidential  veto  on  a  Bill 
declaring  all  works  of  art 
seized  by  the  Soviet  Army 
from  Nazi  Germany  to  be 
Russian  property. 

The  Bill,  which  had  been 
passed  by  a  strong  majority  in 
tiie  Cbrnmunist-dominated 
Duma  and  by  the  upper 
house,  the  Federation  Council, 
was  vetoed  last  month  by 
President  Yeltsin,  who  said  it 
violated  international  law.  It 
contradicts  an  existing  agree¬ 
ment  between  Russia  and 
Germany,  calling  for  a  negoti¬ 
ated  settlement  of  the  art 
problem. 

At  stake  are  some  200.000 
works  of  art.  including  paint¬ 
ings  by  Goya,  Delacroix,  Van 
Gogh  and  Renoir,  seized  from 
museums  and  private  collec¬ 
tions  in  Germany  by  the 
victorious  Soviet  forces. 

Among  the  most  priceless 
artefacts  are  the  golden  trea¬ 
sures  excavated  by  Heinrich 
Schliemann  at  Troy  in  the  19th . 
century.  Estimates  vary  about 
tiie  overall  worth  of  the  collec¬ 
tion,  but  it  is  generally  be¬ 


lieved  to  run  to  billions  of 
pounds. 

To  overturn  the  presidential 
veto,  the  450-member  Duma 
needed  a  two-thirds  majority 
vote.  In  the  event.  308  deputies 
backed  the  motion  with  only  15 
voting  against  It  will  now  be 
up  to  the  Federation  Council  to 
confirm  tiie  derision,  for 
which  it  too  will  require  a  two- 
thirds  majority.  While  the 


A  Trojan  gold  cup 
seized  in  foe  war 


Communists  hold  less  sway  in 
the  upper  house,  the  growing 
strength  of  nationalists  sug¬ 
gests  that  the  motion  will  pass, 
unless  government  lobbyists 
succeed  in  convincing  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  damage  such  a 
move  would  cause  to  Russia's 
now  excellent  relations  with 
Germany. 

If  both  houses  overturn  the 
veto.  Mr  Yeltsin's  only  re¬ 
course  is  the  Constitutional 
Court  where  he  can  appeal 
within  seven  days.  If  the  court 
rejects  an  appeal,  he  will  have 
to  sign  the  bill  into  law. 

Aleksandr  Kotenkov,  Mr 
Yeltsin’s  personal  representa¬ 
tive  to  the  Duma,  said  he  was 
concerned  that  the  law  could 
jeopardise  talks  between  Rus¬ 
sia,  The  Netherlands,  Poland 
and  Germany  on  restitution  of 
artworks. 

Many  Russians  take  the 
view  that  they  have  a  right  to 
the  art,  as  reparations  for 
Soviet  cultural  losses  suffered 
when  Hitler's  troops  ram¬ 
paged  through  the  country, 
looting  and  burning  churches 
and  palaces.  Tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  works  of  art  were 
seized  by  SS  battalions  dedi- 
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rated  to  taking  the  treasures 
back  to  Germany. 

For  nearly  half  a  century 
after  the  war.  the  bulk  of  the 
art  seized  during  the  war 
remained  hidden,  its  existence 
a  secret  But  in  the  early  1990s, 
the  Hermitage  Museum  in  St 
Petersburg  began  a  series  of 
exhibitions  of  the  booty,  in¬ 
cluding  several  previously  un¬ 
known  or  forgotten  works  by 
French  Impressionists. 

The  exhibitions,  which  were 
hailed  as  further  evidence  of 
the  new  Russian  authorities' 
openness  and  willingness  to 
shed  the  Cold  War  attitudes  of 
the  past,  attracted  tens  of 
thousands  of  visitors  from  ail 
over  the  world. 

They  also  reopened  the  sen¬ 
sitive  issue  of  restitution.  A 
commission  was  set  up  to  try 
to  resolve  the  problem  under 
the  Soviet-German  Friendship 
Treaty  of  1990,  which  declared 
the  basic  principle  of  mutual 
restitution.  But  virtually  no 
headway  has  been  made  since 
then,  with  no  Russian  politi¬ 
cian1  willing  to  take  the  polit¬ 
ical  consequences  of  being 
seen  to  give  way  to  German 
demands. 
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Mobutu’s  slide  from  power  signals  end  of  the  line  for  Africa’s  Big  Men 

n _ if _  .  t-' 


From  Sam  Kiley 

IN  JOHANNESBURG 

ENVOYS  from  President  Mobutu 
of  Zaire  are  due  to  meet  rebel 
leaders  today  for  ceasefire  talks 
which  will  signal  the  end  of  the  31- 
year  rule  of  one  of  die  continent's 
last  Big  Men.  and  deep  concern 
among  his  contemporary  African 
potentates, 

Kenya's  President  Moi,  faced 
with  elections  later  this  year, 
banditry  in  the  north  and  a  crime 
.  wave  in  the  dries,  will  be  among 
the  most  nervous  over  the  outcome 
to  today’s  talks  in  Pretoria.  “Moi 


looks  set  to  win  the  elections.  Bur 
what  is  really  bugging  him  is  that  a 
rebel  movement  dedicated  to  over¬ 
throwing  a  dictatorship  has  been 
enthusiastically  backed  by  the  out¬ 
side  world.  He  is  worried  that  his 
regime  could  be  the  next  one  to 
topple,"  a  Western  ambassador  in 
Nairobi  said. 

Zairean  rebels  this  week  rejected 
ar?  offer  of  six  Cabinet  seats  from 
Etienne  Tshisekedi,  the  newly  ap¬ 
pointed  Prime  Minister.  Having 
swept  up  a  third  Df  the  country  in 
an  almost  bloodless  campaign, 
they  are  poised  to  march  unop¬ 
posed  into  the  mineral  rich  prov¬ 


inces  of  Kasai  and  Shaba.  The 
rebels  are  likely  to  press  their 
demand  for  Mr  Mobuto  to  step 
down. 

Mr  Mobutu,  66,  and  Mr  Moi,  73, 
are  among  the  last  members  of  a 
generation  who  have  ruled  with  the 
absolute  power  of  tribal  chieftains, 
harnessing  the  national  coffers  to 
fund  a  system  of  corruption  and 
patronage  to  ensure  loyalty.  When 
this  has  failed,  they  have  resorted 
to  violence.  Mr  Mobutu  had  hun¬ 
dreds  of  political  opponents  killed 
and  tortured  in  the  years  after  he 
came  to  power  in  1965. 

Mr  Moi  has  been  more  subtle. 


but  Robert  Ouko.  his  arch-rival 
and  Foreign  Minister,  was  mur¬ 
dered  in  mysterious  circumstances 
in  1989.  Richard  Leakey,  the  con¬ 
servationist  and  secretary-general 
of  the  Safina  opposition  movement 
in  Kenya,  lives  with  the  constant 
fear  of  assassination. 

Having  been  seen  by  Western 
powers  as  vital  defenders  of  capital¬ 
ism  during  the  Cold  War,  the 
continent’s  autocrats  are  now  seen 
as  men  whose  time  is  past.  In  place 
of  them  is  a  new  breed,  mostly  men 
who  took  power  in  civil  wars  in.  the 
1980s  and  1990s,  but  have  been 
carefully  coached  and  backed  by 


Washington  ever  since.  At  the 
centre  of  this  new  breed  is  Ugan¬ 
da's  President  Museveni,  who  has 
weathered  criticism  for  his  refusal 
to  allow  political  parties  to  cam¬ 
paign  in  Uganda  because  he  has 
fulfilled  the  "good  governance" 
requirements  of  donor  nations  — 
commitments  to  respecr  human 
rights,  stamp  out  corruption,  and 
dean  up  his  administration. 

So  too  have  Eritrea’s  President 
Aferwerki  and  Ethiopia’s  President 
Zenawi.  These  three,  ail  former 
guerrillas,  are  now  among  the 
main  backers  for  Laurent  Kabila, 
the  Zairean  rebel  leader.  They  are 


also  much  hated  by  President  Moi, 
who  has  seen  his  regional  influence 
wane  as  his  friends  have  been 
pushed  out  of  power. 

Among  the  first  to  fall  was  the 
Rwandan  Hutu  regime  of  Juvenal 
Habyramana  whose  widow  now 
fives  in  Nairobi. 

Mr  Moi.  deeply  unpopular  hav¬ 
ing  amassed  a  fortune  to  rival  the 
$9  billion  (£5.6  billion)  held  by  his 
friend  Mr  Mobutu,  is  under  no 
threat  from  armed  rebellion.  But 
recent  upheavals  in  Kenya’s  uni¬ 
versities  which  spread  to  Nairobi 
and  Mombasa  have  caused  many 
observers  to  wonder  how  tight  Mr 


Democrats  hit  by 
Cuba  connection 
over  cocaine  cash 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


THE  Democrats'  controver¬ 
sial  fundraising  antics  entered 
Caribbean  waters  yesterday 
with  claims  that  a  prominent 
Miami  businesswoman,  hop¬ 
ing  to  influence  US  policy 
towards  Cuba,  had  solicited  a 
$20,000  (£12,000)  party  contri¬ 
bution  from  a  drug  smuggler 
while  in  Havana. 

Congressional  investigators 
have  discovered  that  Vivian 
Marine  rod,  a  prominent 
Democratic  fundraiser,  in¬ 
vited  Jorge  Cabrera,  a  cocaine 
trafficker  later  convicted  on 
narcotics  charges,  to  make  the 
donation  in  exchange  for  an 
invitation  to  dine  with  Vice- 
President  Al  Gore. 

Cabrera  and  the  Miami 
underworld  have  already 
emerged  in  the  fundraising 
scandal  which  dogs  President 
Clinton’s  second  terra.  How¬ 
ever.  the  Cuba  connection,  in 
which  Ms  Mannerud  is  said 
to  have  solicited  money  at  a 
meeting  in  Havana’s  Copa- 
cabana  Hold,  caused  a  stir  in 
Washington  yesterday. 

Republicans  firmly  opposed 
to  any.  thaw  in  relations  be¬ 
tween  America  and  Fidel  Cas¬ 
tro’s  regime  have  focused  on 
the  meeting  and  the  source  of 
the  Cabrera  donation  as  part 
of  planned  hearings  into  irreg¬ 
ular  Democratic  fundraising 
practices.  They'  are  most  inter¬ 
ested  in  Ms  Mannerud ’s  al¬ 
leged  comments  to  Cabrera 
that  she  needed  the  money  to  ■ 
elevate  her  status  among 
Democrats  in  the  hope  of 


improving  diplomatic  links 
between  Cuba  and  America. 

On  his  return  to  America 
days  after  the  two  met, 
Cabrera  wrote  a  cheque  for 
$20,000  to  the  Democratic 
National  Committee,  which 
Included  the  proceeds  of  co¬ 
caine  trafficked  from  Colom¬ 
bia  ro  south  Florida.  Within 
two  weeks  he  had  been  invited 
to  dinner  with  Mr  Gore  in  an 
exclusive  Miami  suburb.  Ten 
days  later  the  smuggler  at¬ 
tended  a  Christmas  reception 
at  the  White  House  hosted  by 
Hillary  Clinton. 

Cabrera,  currently  serving  a 
19-year  sentence,  had  used  his 
family  fishing  fleet  as  a  front 
for  drug  peddling.  Accused  of 
serious  drug  offences  twice  in 
the  1980s.  he  was  arrested 
three  weeks  after  the  White 
House  party,  charged  with 
importing  6,0001b  of  cocaine 
through  the  Florida  Keys  and 
fined  $1.5  million.  ' 

Previously  he  had  been’ pho¬ 
tographed  at  both  Democratic 
events  with  Mr  Gore  and  Mrs 
Clinton,  causing  acute  embar¬ 
rassment  to  the  White  House 
when  the  pictures  were  re¬ 
leased  in  October  last  year. 
The  party  since  has  swiftly 
returned  his  suspect  donation. 

“Once  we  found  out  about 
Mr  Cabrera’s  past,  we  immed-- 
iately.  returned  the  money,” 
said  Amy  Weiss  Tobe,  an 
official  for  the  committee.  “We 
feel  we  have  put  this  behind 
us.” 

In  an  interview  with  The 


New  York  Times,  Ms 
Mannerud  said  she  could  not 
remember  soliciting  the  dona¬ 
tion  from  Cabrera  in  Cuba 
and  denied  any  ulterior  policy 
motive.  “People  said  I  saw  him 
for  about  five  minutes,”  she 
said.  “I  cant  imagine  sitting  at 
a  table  in  Havana  soliciting 
money  for  the  Democratic 
Party.  Who  has  time  for  that?” 

However,  Stephen  Bronis. 
Cabrera's  lawyer,  said  she 
had  targeted  his  client  for 
funds  and  they  had  discussed 
at  least  one  thing  in  common 
—  both  had  met  Sefior  Castro. 

More  importantly,  the  law¬ 
yer  claimed  she  had  indicated 
the  need  to  gain  credibility  in 
rhe  party  as  a  means  of 
improving  stagnant  relations 
between  the  Communist  re¬ 
gime  and  the  Clinton  Admin¬ 
istration.  "She  believed  it  was 
in  the  best  interests  of  Cuban- 
Americans  of  her  generation  if 
the  United  States  normalised 
relations  with  Cuba,"  said  Mr 
Bronis. 

America  first  imposed  a 
trade  ban  on  Cuba  in  1963  and 
the  embargo  was  strength¬ 
ened  five  years  ago  to  prohibit 
subsidiaries  of  American  com¬ 
panies  from  doing  business  i 
with  the  Communist  island.  ! 

Last  year,  under  the  terms 
of  the  Helms-Burton  Act 
signed  by  Mr  Clinton,  sanc¬ 
tions  were  tightened  further, 
punishing  foreign  companies 
which  did  business  in  Cuba 
and  provoking  a  trade  war 
with  the  European  Union. 


Renault 
workers 
protest  at 
lost  jobs 

From  Reuter 

IN  BRUSSELS 

BELGIAN  riot  police  dashed 
yesterday  with  Renault  work¬ 
ers  who  marched  through 
Brussels  in  an  attempt  to  save 
their  jobs  and  force  European 
governments  to  increase  em¬ 
ployment  protection. 

The  police  turned  water 
cannon  on  the  demonstrators, 
who  hurled  stones,  eggs  and 
fireworks,  brandished  wood¬ 
en  and  steel  staves  and  tried  to 
tear  down  barbed  wire 
barricades. 

The  Renault  workers  were 
joined  by  delegations  from 
France  and  Spain  and  the 
bankrupt  Belgian  steel  firm 
Forges  de  Clabecq.  Police 
estimated  the  numbers  at 
1.000. 

They  moved  from  the  Flem¬ 
ish  regional  government 
buildings  to  the  Belgian  par¬ 
liament  and  then  on- to  the 
headquartyers  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Commission.  There 
were  no  reports  of  serious 
injuries  or  arrests. 

There  has  been  a  rash  of 
protests  in  Belgium  and 
France  since  the  French  car- 
mater  announced  in  Febru- 
aiy  that  it  would  dose  its 
profitable  plant  at  Vilvoorde, 
near  Brussels,  In  July,  with 
the  loss  of  3,100  jobs. 

The  workers,  who  have 
occupied  the  plant  and  held 
cars  worth  billions  of  francs 
for  ransom,  received  a  boost 
on  Thursday  when  a  Brussels 
court  ruled  that  Renault  had 
broken  the  law  by  failing  to 
consult  its  employees.  The 
company  says  that  die  closure 
will  go  ahead. 


South  Africa  ‘has 
1.3m  rapes  a  year’ 

Johannesburg:  A  United  Nations  report  claims  as  many  as 
one  in  ten  of  South  Africa's  female  population  —  1.3  million 
women  —  are  raped  each  year  (Inigo  Gilmore  writes).  The 
UN  human  rights  report  published  this  week,  claims  that 
this  number  is  36  rimes  higher  rhan  the  official  figure  because 
victims  foil  to  report  the  crimes,  police  believe.  The  apartheid 
legacy  of  mistrust  of  the  police,  the  report  says,  is  largely  to 
blame.  Mark  Shaw,  of  the  Institute  of  Security  Studies,  while 
acknowledging  that  rape  is  on  the  rise,  sounded  a  note  of 
caution  on  the  figure.  “The  point  seems  to  be  that  rape  is  an 
extension  of  violence  in  a  violent  society.” 

Orphan  demands  revenge 

New  York:  Lukas  Dainys.  eight,  whose  parents  were  shot 
dead  on  Easter  Sunday,  said  he  wanted  revenge  on  their 
killer  (Quentin  Letts  writes).  The  son  of  Lithuanian 
immigrants  was  orphan ed  when  his  parents  were  shot  in  the 
head  while  relaxing  in  their  home.  A  colleague  of  Mrs  Daniys 
has  been  charged  with  the  shooting.  Lukas,  who  was  sleeping 
when  the  killings  occurred,  told  the  New  York  Post :  “When  he 
gets  the  electric  chair,  I  want  to  press  the  button  ro  kill  him.” 
The  Dainys  arrived  in  America  only  eight  months  ago. 

Albanian  deployment  set 

Rome;  An  Italian-led  multinational  security  force  is  expected 
to  begin  deploying  in  Albania  from  April  14.  the  Foreign 

•  Ministry  said  here  after  a  first  meeting  in  the  city  of  senior 
diplomats  from  the  eight  countries  that  have  either  pledged 

.  troops  to  the  operation  or  have  said  they  are  considering 
taking  part  in  some  other  way.  The  statement  confirmed  that 
General  Luciano  Forlani  of  the  Italian  Army  has  been 
-  appointed  to  command  the  force.  (Reuter)  Letters,  page  21 

■  Father  yields  on  $17m  estate 

J  New  York:  The  father  of  Hollywood  child  actor  Maraulay 
\  Culkin  yielded  control  of  the  16^’rar-old’s  million  «£10 
Son)  estate.  Kit  CuUdn,-51.  and  Pamna  Brentrup,  41.  the 
lisother  of  his  five  children,  managed  the  acnng  careers  of 
'  Macaulay  and  his  siblings  before  they  split.  Mr 
■rfce  did  not  wish  to  contest  custody.  Miss  Brentrup  wll  ha  e 

•  rocwtrol  of  her  children  and  their  money  until  they  are  older. 

Rehearsal  for  peace  force 

-ftvanea,  Zimbabwe:  About  L500  soldiers  from  nine  southern 

^  sSwSn^annifiS  —  some  of  them  longtime  foes 

S  military  manoeuvres  in  mountainous  eastern 
"  Zimbabwe  that  could  lead  to  the  formation  of  a  joint 
■SLkeepinB  force  for  African  trouble  spots.  Civil  war  in 
example  of  threats  to  the  region.  IAF) 


Alan  Greenspan  with  his  partner,  Andrea  Mitchell 

Greenspan  invests 
in  long-term  bond 

From  Quentin  Letts  in  new  york 


WITH  the  markets  safely 
closed,  the  chairman  of  Amer¬ 
ica’s  Federal  Reserve.  Alan 
Greenspan,  will  tomorrow 
many  his  long-term  invest¬ 
ment,  Andrea  Mitchell. 

Mr  Greenspan,  71.  will  wed 
Miss  MitchelL  50.  in  a  quiet 
ceremony  in  Virginia.  The 
groom  is  expected  to  allow 
himself  a  brief  burst  of  “irra¬ 
tional  exuberance”  (his  remit 
description  of  the  Dow  Jones 
index)  before  he  returns  to  his 
desk  on  Monday  morning. 

He  and  his  fiancee,  a  jour¬ 
nalist  he  has  courted  for  12 
•years,  are  “too  busy”  io  trifle 
with  a  honeymoon.  She  must 
attend  to  the  demands  of  a 
career  in  television.  He  has 
the  global  economy  to  run. 

Up  and  down  the  East 
Coast  of  America,  the  power 
set  are  watching  Mr 
Greenspan's  merger  with 
something  he  understands  all 
too  well:  interest  Henr>'  Kis¬ 


singer,  the  Former  Secretary  of 
State,  this  week  threw  a  party 
for  the  couple  at  Mortimer’s,  a 
handsome  Manhattan  restau¬ 
rant  where  the  assembled 
crowd  was  probably  worth 
more  than  the  combined 
wealth  of  several  African 
countries. 

For  the  wedding,  about  75 
guests  will  observe  the  clinch¬ 
ing  of  the  most  important  deal 
in  the  life  of  die  veteran 
banker.  They  will  indude 
Barbara  Walters,  the  perma- 
grin  media  queen  and  a 
previous  Greenspan  step-out 
who.  with  everyone  else,  will 
be  shuttled  to  the  wedding  by 
humble  bus  (ante  the  curb  on 
spending)  from  Washington 
DCs  Jockey  Club. 

The  Federal  Reserve  chair¬ 
man  proposed  to  Miss  Mitch¬ 
ell  on  Christmas  Day  —  a 
quiet  day  on  the  markets. 

Leading  article,  page  21 


Insurers  sue  ailing  Julie  Andrews 


•N«W  York:  Julie  Andrews,  61.  «  beipS 
taken  to  court  by  the  insurance  companies 
ifeft  issued  cover  for  her  current  Broad- 

m  America  The 

tintJi^socialed  camples  dnm  the 
actress  was  less  than  honest  about  her 
health  record  when  insurance  was  taken 
TS^ftfrthe  hit  musical  Victor/Victoruum 

.which  she  stars.  __ 

;  Taking  insurance  proved  a  wise  pre- 
camiorv  since  Ms  Andrews  has  had  a  bad 


time  with  her  health  and  voice  She  has 
missed  performances,  haring  contracted 
sore  throats,  coughs,  gall-bladder  difficul- 
ties  (which  required  surgery),  laryngitis 
and  exhaustion.  Such  is  her  drawing 
power  that  when  she  is  absent  from  a 
show  Broadway  fans  demand  refunds, 
presenting  the  insurers  with  bills  that 
they  are  reluctant  io  pay. 

According  to  The  Wall  Street  Journal. 
the  insurers  have  faced  payments  total¬ 


ling  £1.6  million  (El  million),  with 
possibly  more  to  come. 

Ms  Andrews  has  received  high  praise 
for  the  way  she  has  performed  in  the 
musical,  but  the  former  young  star  of  The 
Sound  of  Music  and  Mary  Poppins  is 
only  human,  and  hejr  ageing  bones  have 
creaked  under  the  weight  of  her  demand¬ 
ing  role.  She  is  currently  confined  to  near 
silence  during  off-stage  daylight  hours  to 
rest  her  voice' 


An  injured  demonstrator  in  front  of  an  egg-spattered  Belgian  policeman  yesterday 


Mol’s  grip  still  is.  “People  in  this 
country  will  take  note  of  what  has 
happened  in  Zaire  and  have  al¬ 
ready  started  to  talk  of  an  ‘upris¬ 
ing',”  a  leading  opposition  figure 
said  yesterday. 

□  Lubumbashi:  Rebels  entered 
Zaire’s  diamond  mining  capital  of 
Mbuji-Mayi  yesterday.'  sources  in 
the  region  said.  The  town  was  “in 
the  process  of  changing  hands”, 
one  mining  source  said.  Most 
Government  troops  had  fled  in 
vehicles  stolen  from  a  state-owned 
mining  company  after  they  looted 
the  businesses  of  diamond 
dealers.  (Reuter) 


Netanyahu 
weighs  up 
airborne 
onslaught 

From  Christopher  Walker 

IN  JERUSALEM 

THE  need  for  an  urgent  US 
initiative  to  save  the  Middle 
East  peace  process  grew  yes¬ 
terday  as  Israeli-Arab  violence 
erupted  for  the  sixteenth  day 
and  Israel  said  military  action 
was  being  considered  for  the 
first  time  against  Islamic  cells 
in  areas  of  Palestinian  control. 

The  Tel  Aviv  daily  Yediot 
Aharonot  disclosed  that  un¬ 
dercover  Israeli  troops  had 
arrested  a  nine-strong  Hamas 
squad  planning  attacks. 

in  the  West  Bank  city  of 
Hebron,  Jewish  settlers  fought 
back  with  stones  against  a 
crowd  of  400  Palestinians  who 
attacked  their  homes  with 
petrol  bombs.  Israeli  troops 
used  teargas  and  rubber-coal¬ 
ed  bullets,  leaving  16  Arabs 
and  three  Israelis  wounded. 

Binyamin  Netanyahu,  the 
Israeli  Prime  Minister,  is  com¬ 
ing  under  growing  pressure 
from  rightwingers  to  take 
tougher  action.  Yesterday  it 
was  disclosed  that  at  a  private 
meeting  of  his  Ukud  party  the 
Prime  Minister  said  he  was 
considering  all  options,  inter¬ 
preted  as  a  warning  rhat 
action  will  be  taken  if  more 
suicide  attacks  are  launched 
by  Hamas  or  Islamic  Jihad. 

Israeli  sources  said  mea¬ 
sures  under  review  included 
helicopter  commando  raids  on 
suspected  militants,  killing  of 
Islamic  leaders  and  deporta¬ 
tion  of  suspected  bombers. 

Mr  Neranyahu  also  threat¬ 
ened  military  action  against 
the  Palestinian  Authority  un¬ 
less  it  implemented  a  crack¬ 
down  on  Islamic  guerrillas. 
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Norway’s  leader  followed  a  strong  woman  into  power  and  found  misfortune  had  British  echoes 

— *  —  ■  — —  ■  ■■  flff* 

Great  Mothers’  boys  1  "  r^m  Caato” 

in  Maior  and  ■■  new  Govern 


* 


IF  John  Major  and 
Thorbjoem  Jagland. 
the  Norwegian 
.Prime  Minister,  ever 
met  they  would  find 
they  had  much  in 
common.  They  both 
came  to  office  rela¬ 
tively  young,  sue- 
eeedmg  immensely 
strong  women,  and  have  suffered 
by  comparison,'  they  both  coined  a 
slogan  intended  to  define  their 
premiership  and  saw  it  blow  up  in 
their  hands;  and  both  have  seen 
their  Governments  undermined  by 
resignations  and  ridicule. 

Mr  Jagland  took  over  the  Labour 
Party  and  the  premiership  .last 
October  from  Gro  Harlem 
Brundtland,  Norway's  Great 


OSLO  FILE 

by  PHILIP  DELVES 
BROUGHTON 


Mother  figure.  She  had  been  Prime 
Minister  for  ten  of  the  previous  15 
years.  Her  resignation,  for  family 
reasons,  was  as  traumatic  for 
Norway  as  Margaret  Thatcher's 
demise  was  in  Britain,  and  at  the 
time  far  more  widely  mourned. 
Many  Norwegians  said  they  felt 
orphaned  by  her  departure. 

At  first  Mr  Jagland  exploded  his 
grey  man  image  by  cramming  his 


Winters  of  deadly  discontent 


NORWEGIANS  are  reluctant  to 
admit  to  the  stereotype  that  they 
all  wander  through  the  winters 
drunk  and  suicidal.  Bui  occasion¬ 
ally  they  give  way.  Driving  through 
the  town  of  Alta,  above  the  Arctic 
circle,  my  guide  pointed  to  four 
houses.  "Four years  ago  a  teenage 


boy  killed  himself  in  that  first 
house.  The  next  winter  a  teenage 
bey  killed  himself  in  the  next 
house.  The  next  two  winters  two 
more  bays  committed  suicide  in  the 
next  two  houses.”  Was  this  a  dark 
Norwegian  joke?  “No.  We  are  very 
worried  about  this  winter.” 


new  Government 
with  exciting  and  un¬ 
usual  appointments. 
They  did  not  last 
long.  He  made  a 
succesful  crime  nov¬ 
elist,  Anne  Holt.  Jus¬ 
tice  Minister.  She 
resigned  in  March 
because  of  ill  health. 
Grete  Faremo,  one  of  the  most 
important  women  in  the  Cabinet, 
in  charge  of  Norway's  prodigious 
oil  resources,  was  forced  out  in 
December  over  a  spy  scandal 
dating  back  to  her  time  in  the 
Justice  Ministry  under  Mrs 
Brundtland. 

Then  Mr  Jagland  created  a 
super-minister's  post  for  Teije 
Roed  Larsen,  the  architect  of  the 
highly  regarded  Oslo  channel  for 
AraMsraeli  peace  talks.  His  role 
1  was  to  invest  Norway's  colossal  oil 
revenues  —  Norway  is  the  second 
largest  oil  exporter  in  foe  world 
after  Saudi  Arabia  —  to  create  a 
fund  to  support  Norway's  lavish 
welfare  system  when  the  oil  runs 
out  and  to  build  up  Norwegian 
industry.  He  lasted  three  weeks 
before  ten-year-old  tax  irregular¬ 
ities  caught  up  with  him. 


Thorbjoem  Jagland,  who  has  seen  his  Government  undermined  by  resignations  and  ridicule 


Mr  Larsen’s  legacy  from  his  brief 
stint  in  government  was  the  phrase 
Det  Norsks  Hus,  the  Norwegian 
House,  to  define  the  Government's 
aims.  Det  Norske  Hus  is  built  on 
four  pillars:  a  sound  economy;  an 
efficient  welfare  system;  strong 
foreign  relations;  investment  in 
arts,  science  and  education. 


Just  as  "Back  to  Basics"  was  for  Mr 
.Major,  however,  the  phrase  has 
become  a  metaphor  for  failure.  Det 
Norske  Hus  is  regularly  described 
as  being  flooded,  structurally 
flawed,  needing  an  extension,  or  as 
a  flop  house  for  politicians  to  check 
in  and  out  of  during  their  short 
tenures  in  office:  It  seems  not  to 


matter  that  in  economic  and  social 
terms,  Norway  is  considerably 
better  off  than  mast  of  its  Scandina¬ 
vian  neighbours.  Luckily  for  Mr 
Jagland,  unlike  Mr  Major  he  has 
time  to  repair  the  damage  and  will 
face  a  divided  Opposition  when 
defending  his  minority  Govern¬ 
ment  in  September’s  elections. 


Cantona 
heads 
a  winner 

THERE  are  23,000  official 
Manchester  Unified  support¬ 
ers  in  Norway.  Von  are  as 
likely  to  see  a  child  wearing 
an  Eric  Cantona  cap  in  01- 
derfjoid  as  in  OW  TraffonL 

**We  sell  about  £350,000  of 
Manchester  United-related 
kit  each  year  in  Norway." 
says  Ole  Pederson,  who  runs 
United’s  Scandinavian  sup- 
porters’  dub.  "We  have  4.000 
more  members  than  the  Li- . 
verpool  fen  dub,  and  we  have, 
thousands  more  unofficial 
supporters.” 

Every  Saturday  since  1969, 
an  English  game  has  been 
broadcast  on  Norwegian  tele¬ 
vision.  Ole  Gunnar 
Solksjaer,  the  Norwegian 
striker  who  plays  for  United, 
is  part  of  the  reason  for  the 
dub's  current  popularity, 
though  he  is  eclipsed  by 
Cantona.  “We  had  a  Treasur¬ 
er  in  the  Government  once 
who  was  a  Tottenham  Hot¬ 
spur  fan,”  says  Mr  Pederson. 
“He  didn’t  last  long.” 


OPERA.  &  BALLET 


COLISEUM  0171 632  8300  (24tf) 
ENGLISH  NATIONAL  OPERA 
Toni  7.30  MADAM  EHflTbflFLY 
Non  &00  (TOST  NIGHT) 

THE  DAMNATION  OF  FAUST 


ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE  01 71 304 
4000  tor  Bw  Office  A  Standby  Mo 
TUiUs  avatatfe  on  he  day 
Tha  Royal  Opera 
TonT  7D0.  Tue,  Frf  733  SALOME 
The  Royal  Met 
Mon  {Fed  Mart). 

Wed  7  30  ANASTASIA 


Thr  750 

LA  BAYi 


YADERE 


THEATRES 


ADSJW 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEMTS 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Starring 

PE1ULA  CLARK 
24m  CREDIT  CARD  BOOKINGS 
CALL  344  00S5  (blag  fad 
GHPBOOMNG  4133302  (bhg ifee) 

lBaIr^ceCale?',,, 
Rocanfed  Momsfian  0171 379 S8B4 
MorhSat  7.45  Mats  Ttu&SH  300 
MUST  END  TONT 


AdatpM 

Legamtary  EnMrtahwr 

JERRY  LEWIS 

DAMN  YANKEES 
A  Mum  musfcri.aMi  heart 
.  Fted. price prevshjm 29 May 
OpO»4  Jure.  0171 4131777 (24hre 
.  low  bfcg  fee)  Grps  0800  814903. 

01 71 930  3000  (no  tee) 


ALBERY  THEATRE  BO  See  01 71 
360 1730  DC  344  4444. 312  5088  {No 
tees)  Grps  413  3321. 312506a  436 
558a  Praweas  hm  14  Apd, 
Opens  17  April 

GARY  W1LMOT  ANN  CRUMB 

In 

THB  GOODBYE  (URL 

A  New  Muscat 

Book  by  Nel  Sfrnon,  Music  by  Manta 
Hamiscfi,  Lyrics  by  Don  Bteck 
Engs  MorvH  6pm.  Wad  Mri  3pm. 
Sate  5  4  830pm. _ 


ALDWYCH  0171 4166007/ 420  0000 
(24hra/tobkgtee) 

Groups  0171 4166075 
MICHAEL  ALEC 

GAMBON  McCOWGK 

TOM*  CLEM 
a  new  play  by 

STEPtCNCHUBCHETT 
effected  by 
MCHARD  WILSON 

Rad  Rice  ftws  Iran  9  Apr 
Opens  14  Apia  7.00pm 
Eves  7-30.  Wed  &  Sat  man  3 


APOLTO  VICTORIA  CC  01 71 416 
8055  CC  24h»  0171 344  4444W71 
420 0000  Grps 41 6 6075/41 3 3321 

Andrew  Lloyd  WabbeTa 


THE  FASTEST 
SHOW  ON  EARTH 
WMb  knudda  ms  19.45  daly 
Tub  a  Sal  3pm  1MH  tom  E12iP_ 

APOLLO  24hrccOI71 4945070 
cc  0171 344  4444  (bkg  lee) 

Grps  0171  «4  5454 
BEN&.T04TS 

POPCORN 

MafrSat&OOpm 
&Sa&Wriafl(tonS*40(ttro  _ 


CAMBHDGE  484  508QM16  6060 
344  4444/60 0000  (+ bhg  fee) 
GTOI4S  494  5454 
4186075/4133321/4365588 

RBBASB ‘ 

"A  Monster  HT  DJArror 
Mot-Sat  730pm,  Wad  &  Sam*  3pm 
SHAtERKME  RETURNS  AS 
DANNY  FROM  MOMMY 
FOR  A  UWTED  SEASON 
BICASE  NOW  BKG  INTO  199M  _ 

COMEDY  THEATRE 
0171 388  17310171  3444444 
“ASTOUNDING  ORraNAUTY" 

Da*  Mri 

•Unforgettable”  MtfOi  Sun.  ■ 
Rob  Morrow  te 

•BEBDY* 

■SanwaiMnenTGdn 
“BfmRALLING"  Sd 
“BtaMngiyAHvW  FT 
Tine  Out  docs’  Choice 
Unite  Draan 
MohSatepmUMnid  3pm 
Sat  mat  5pm 

LknBad  number  of  Hdcat» 

MtfaUe  at  S9J0  on  fee  dey. 

TAST TWO  WEEKS 

T  AST  TWO 
WEEKS- 


ROB  MORROW 

Birdy 

“GRIPPING” 


THEATRES 


GMTBBON  369 17370444444 
BEST  COMEDY 
Laurence  OMer  Award  Ntanwe 

REDUCED  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  in 

ITS  COMPLETE  WORKS 
OF  WILIAM 

SHAKESPEARE  (abridged) 
AI37P1aysln97Miriulee 

‘YVarioua”  Tknea 
Mate TTuria  Sri  at  5 
Sun  at  4,  Evas  at  Bpm 
THE  COMPLETE  HWTQRY  OF 
AMBOCA  (abridged) 

TiBsdayffiSpn 
London’s  Longol  Riavdng 
Comedy  MB 


DOMINION  01 71 65618850090 
2Q4Q2V420  0000  <&kg  be)  Ope 416 
6096/3121997/0800814903 

The  Magte  coaaee  afln  on  stage 
tasters 

BEAUTY  AND  THE  BEAST 

A  NEW  MUSICAL 
PW«  Iran  Apr  2B:  now  bonktag 


DRURY  LANE  T1EATHE  ROYAL 
SS  cc  (Bkg  tar)  Whr  7daya0171 494 
5000344  4444/420  0000  OpB  494 
5454/41333110128000 

MISS  SAIGON 

"THE  CLASSIC  LOWE  STORY 
OF  OUR  TUP 
NOWMTTS 

8TH  EXTRAORDINARY  YEATB 
Ews  7.45  Mats  Wed  A  Sa  3pm 
Good  aaate  motor  Wad  Mai 
A  some  parte  - apply  BjO. 
PORTB0HONE/POSYAL 
BOOKINGS  A  PS1SONAL 
CALLERS 

0171 4945060  (BKG  FB3 


DUCHESS  BCVoc 0171 4045075 
(ntAB  fee)  CC0171 3444444/ 
4200000 (Mg  fee) 

Royal  Shaheepaero  Company 

TOE 

HERBAL  BED 

By  Prior  Whelan 

'Atove  ataiy.  a  enrtoom  drama  and 
a  moral  Mer.  ONE  OFTHE  BEST 
NEW  PLAYS  THE  RSC  HAS 
PRODUCED"  STnw 
MovSat  730  MdsVfedK  Sat  3.00 
fflOMTMJRS  13  BBCSOPLY 


DUCHESS  BQ/cc  0171 ««  5075  (no 
fchfl  lari  CC  0171 344  4444/420  0000 
(rthbkOfee) 

MAUREEN  LIPMAN 
LIVE  k  KIDDING 

Ta  nonnalop  antartebuanU. 
awaaonafFT. 
“wrytawy-i  rioT  hd 
Eves  8pm  Mats  Sal  3pm 
MUST  END  TOMGHT 


FORIUEBO&OC0171B36 

22380126033 

EWAN  JAMES 

HOOPB7  SIMMONS 

SoattMTa 

TOE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Stephen  MatarsC 
"It*  norithrOtag  and  cfiHng 
play  tor  ymmtT  DAW 
NOW  M  IIS  BTH  YEAR 
Mon-Sri  8pm 
Mate  Tubs  3pm  Sal  4pm 
Ranging  Bma2la» 


GARRICK 01 71  494  5065012 1990 
po  bkg  fee)  Groups  Dl  71 4945454 

WBMBIOF 
19  MAJOR  AWARDS 
The  Royal  NattonalThaMra 


PIP  SUZAIWE 

DONAGHY  BBtttSH 

BARRY  STANTON 

JBPrtesfley's 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALEB 

“TWaLUNG-JIUSTBESmr 

DMM 

-TWO  HOURS  OF 
BiTHRALUNG.  VISUALLY 
S7U7MWO  DRAMATD.Ttf 
MorvFit7.45.5d  5.00  &  8.15. 

Wad  md  230 _ 


GIBJGUO  0171 494  5557/  420  0000 
Grps  494  5454/00  (BOO 

ROMANCE,  ROMANCE 

Two  New  MuaioalB 

"So  good  meynamBd  t  tree"  Dial 

EfesfairMaaTTwaSriapm 


HAYMARKET930  880D  {ftoUg  fee) 
344  4444/420  0000  (*01  bfe]  fee) 
Ews8MrifThu34Sri5 
FOR  9  WEEKS  ONLY 
Royal  Exchange  Tima*  Co. 
OSCAR  WILDER 
CLASSIC  CCHEDY 

uny  wnimaamars  FAN 


HER  MAJESTY’S  Wt» 494  5400  ' 

fekg  ted)  CC 344  4444/420  0000  (feri 
Gipa  494  5454/413  331 1/436  598 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER* 

-  AWARD  WINNING  MUSICAL 

TOE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 

Diraaed  by  HAROLD  RWCE 
NOW  BKG  TO  DEC  97 
Em  7.45  Mate  WBd&  Sal  330. 
Am*  p  fra  Office  dBfrtarrcflira 


LABATTS  APOLLO,  0171 418 
6090/420  0000044  4444  (tee) 
416 6075*436 55B8  {flips,  fae) 

dJffRKSARD 

In 

HEATOCUlFF 

•Spadaodv.slunnlng'OMal 
Sore  Maternal  in  Apr/May 
_ tjfcn-Sattjgn _ 


LONDON  RALLADHJM  BCTOC 
0171 494 S02W344  4444 

(Elite  new  cM)  420  0000 
Grps  0171 4845450/4200200 
ROBERT  LSCSAY 
BEST  ACTOR  M  A  MUStCAL 
Laurence  OBriar  A—da 
‘nOUERTUNDSArSFAGWtS 
FULL  OF  CHARM,  WARMTH  & 
GLSFULCHHDMLITY. 
rerSAHOOTD.Exp  ■ 

N 

0LEVEB1 

3RD  IRREPRESSIBLE  YEAH 
UOMB.  BARTS  MASTBRPECE 

YOU  CAN7  ASK  FOR  MORF 

STrnes 

Em  730  Mria  Wed  &  Sal  230 

SOME  GOOD  SEATS  AVAB. 

MOWPORWmtDAYPBWS 


LYCaiMocfflTI  656 1806 
0690  500  B0QQ44  4444/420  0000  (bkg 
toe)  Grps  416  6076 
TaiflTCEA 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WSBEFTS 

JESUS  CHRIST 
'SUPERSTAR 

“Saoda  SMhto  Racing  Down 
ThaSpbia’*  D.Tetapaph 
Em  7.45  Mate  VIM& Sal  3  - 
(rrottv  tee  hr  peraond  catos  aftha 
Lyraun  bm  aflee  lOmvApn^. 
£15  tedate  tar  riuderas  and  Mon-Thu 
no  bodobfe  h  adtonos. 

Now  booking  to  September 
Sana  aetta  ra  MdgarMgn-lly 


LYRIC  GteBesbuy  Aw  0171 494 
5045  {no  t3kgfaa)044  4444  (bhg  fee) 
Now  Pmdawteg.  Opens  S  Apr 
'Em  745.  Wad  &  Set  mars  3pm 

SIAN  PHILLIPS 

dmp^britoi  as  PAM  GEMS' 

MARLENE 

greeted  by  SEAN  MATWAS 


NA7TONAL  TfEATRE  BO  <7171 
928  2252  Ops  0171 820  0741: 24hr 
cc  Hu  fee  <w7i  420  am 
Hem  alow  ada  joumqilpnttag 
time  becauae  of  mfeor  roadnorta. 
LYTTELTON  Torfey  115  a  730 
THE  HOtCCOIRNG  Harold 
Pinter.  Mon  730  DEATH  OF  A 
SALESMAN  Arfu  Ufer. 
COTTESLOE  Today  230  a  730. 
Mon  730  THE  CRIPPLE  OF 
MSHMAAN  e  new  pfey  by  Martn 
McDawh  _ 


IffiW  LONDON  Dray  Lane  WC2  BO 
0171 405 0072 CC 01 71  4044079 
2fl¥  0171 3444444/4200000 
Grps  01 71 4133311/4385568 
THEAMDREWlLOTDWBffiBV 
T&BJOTNIEIIMTlOm. 
AWAHMHttWGIAJSCAL 

CATS 

Em745 Mats  TuaaS>  300 
LATBOObStS  NOT  ADMITS) 
WHLEAUDTTORUMISM 
MOTION.  PLEASE  BE  PROMPT 
Bara  open  81545 

LOOTED  Na  OF  SEATS  AVAIL 
DABJT  FROM  B08C  OFFICE. 


OLD  VIC  0171 928  7818 
24hts:  420  0000  (no  bkg  tee) 

The  Peter  BaD  Company 
12Ptayslnnaparto^r 

Tttgmnwk 

WASTE 

by  Hariay  GnmBa  Barinr 
"Sutpbarona,  gripping 
producSan  gate  Htfa  firat 
laaa  on  oH  tea  Waring  atnT 

S.  Times 

Tonfiaibe  at 730pm 
CLOUD  NINE 
by  Caryl  CtucM 
“Dbgraoabdy  ftmny"  OMai 
TodeyaToniaral230pii  - 

KURLYBURLY 
by  David  Raba 
“Savagely  fumy.  Italy 
racommandlTInd 
Tomor  a  ktonri  730pm 
TcteteEIQ- CIS 


PALACE  TTCAT8E  01 71-434  0900 
cc24tas(bkgfe^0l7l-3M4444(l*g 
ie^upa  0171 413  3311 

THE  WORLD'S  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LESMESERABLES 
NOwmnsuTH 
RECORtFBREAKMQ  YEAR 
Em  730  Thu  1  Sal  230 
Latecomers  not  adfMled 
unrithainarvd 
UMflEDNO  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DALY  FROM  BOX  OBRCe 


PHOENDC  BCWC0171 389 1733 
044  4444/4200000  (fee) 

BEST  MUSICAL 

OtHeODramatamds 
a  Pteyoraflwrtejwft)  Anrds 
WILLY  RUSSSJ.’S 

BLOOD  BROTHERS 

—Bteigaltwandtanea  tala  fool, 
and  waring  No  approval"  DIM 
10TH  TRIUMPHANT  YEAR 
Em  7.45  Mate  Thus  3om  Sal  4jan 
MJWBOOMMBWniLJAIfW 


PICCADILLY 01 71 368 1734 
344 4444/420 0000 [24  fid) 

Em  5  Mag  Wed  3  a  Sal  5 
THE  PETBR  HALL  CONPANY 
PETBI  BOWLES 
CARMEN  HENRY 

SB.VERA  McGS 

ERK  SYKES 
nMaSare'sMatous  comedy 

THE  SCHOOL  Ftffi  WIVES 

“POSTOVB-YOUTTBONG- 
TMSISASGOODASITGETS" 
_ DIM 


PRMCE  BNVARD  01 71 447  500 
First  CM  CO  01 00  cc  344  4444 
Q-ops  420  0200 

BEST  CHOREOGRAPHER 

BEST  NEW  MUSICAL 

LAURBICE  OLMBI  AWARDS 
“REAL  ROWS?  A  PASSION 

A  BLOCKBUSTER”  D.  Tel 
“A  BIG  MAGMFICBIT  BRC 
MUSICAL  A  GREAT  EVBimG 
OUTS  Times 

MAKON  GUERRE 

B0UBUL3  SCHONBSVTS 

“MUSICAL  MA8TBIPIECF 

WHsrT* 

Mon-Sat  7.45  Mate  Tbur  a  Sal  330 

HOW  BOOKING  TO  JAN  1998 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  0171 839  5BB7 

Fist  Cal  420  0000 cc  344  4444  Grps 

fiO 0200  baaphone  0800  81 4903 
“HOT  FROM  BROADWAY,  AND  I 
MEAN  SMOKW.  BfOUGH 

ENERGY  TO  ELECTIWYA 
CtTY.”D  Mai 

GRAMMY  AWAHD  WNWG 
MUSICAL 

-  SMOKE?  JOE’S  CAFE 

THE  SONGS  OF  LHBSi  a  STOUH1 
Directed  by  Jerry 

“AMERICAN  GRAFFITI  HBETSI 
WEST  SIDE  STORY"  E  Sid 
MoaSatfeim,  Thu  a  Sat  Mats  3pm 
REDUCB)  PRICE  TMRS  MAT 
NOW  BOOKING  TO  JAN  1991 


OUSB  Bo  00 0177484  5040 
cc  344 4444  GpS  494  5454 

PATHLuPONE 

IN 

masterclass 

byTBOTBOTE  McNALLY 
Pimm  18  AprH-Opena  eMar 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

U3NDON  (0171 638  8881) 
BAR8CWL  NO  PERFORMANCE 
TVE  PIT:  THE  GENBIAL  FROM 
AMERICA  Today  Ena  7.15 
STRATFORD  (01788  295823/ cc 
0171 4131452) 

RST:  CYMBHJfE  Today  130  THE 
MERRY  WIVES  CFWWDSOR 

Tonft  730 

SWAN:  CAMMO  REALTofey  130 
um£EYDLFTorrt730 
TOP:  THE  MYSTBOESrTHE 
CREATION  Today  130  THE 
PASSION  Tom  730 


ROYAL  COURT  01 7 1 5K  5000 
cc  420  Oin  (2«^  Doanslara  (DtadsB 
d(  Yoriis,  St  Martel’s  Lane)  EAST  IS 
EAST  by  Ayub  Khan-Din.  Itan-SM 
7  36pm.  Sat  Mat 330(m.  Upstate 
(Ambassadon.  West  SQ  ATTEIIPS 
ON  HBt  UFE  by  Marita  Crimp, 
Eve  7.45.  S*rnal  4.00  Ends  Today 


SAVOY  BGfcc  0171 8368888  cc  420 

0000  (no  bkg  fee)  Grpt  420  0200 

“OSCAR  NOMINATED"  bid 

SIMON  CALLOW 

“taeumptarynnenllraanW, 
lucid,  My,  abaoriring"  Tines 
THEBOTORTANCEOF 
BEWG  OSCAR 
Tha  WK,  Trfcanph  &  Tragedy 
MOacarWHa 
by  tfcbaal  raacUammoIr 
“acrapokna,  IntoMgant, 
naapaaatanalattlraay— ONE 
OF  THE  MOST  ENJOYABLE 
SSIIOUS  BVTERTAMIENTS  M 
LONDON**  SmtayTmee 


atafTFT 
Eves  Bpm  Mate  Wad  a  Sal  3pm 

mnai  SEASON  70 10  MAY 


SHAFTESBURY  BO  0171 379  5399 
34  rtce  01 71 344  4444 
22ndAprito&dMay 
JM  DAVIDSON 

ta  Die  Inal  tor  o/Ns  AtU  Rartomne 

SINDERELLA  COMES  AGAIN 

Em  ManWaoa  Sate  630  &  930 


BT  MARTWS  0171 838 1443  Ews 
8kTua245.Sat5a& 

ARATOA  CHRISTIE’S 
THEMOUSETBAP 
45th  YEAR 


STRAND  THEATRE  Bn  CM  a  cc 
{no  toe)  0171 3308800 
CC  Mg  teal  01 71  344  4444/420  0000 
Groups  01 71 4133321 ATI 71 4365688 

•BUDDY* 

Tha  Baddy  Holly  Story 
“BRILLIANT*  Sin 

•BUDDY" 

“WONDERFUL  STUFF”  Sin  Tel 

•BUDDY* 

TiBS-HusaORl  530  4530 
Sate  5003830  SvKtay4J» 
ALLSEATS  1/2  PnCEFM  530  PST 
HiELECTMFYMGYEAR 
Now  booMna'M  October  4 


TRICYCLE  THEATRE 

oin  328  taoo 

Aten  Howard  in  KINGS 
by  4  wtti  Chfetophar  Logue 
“THRULBKr  FT _ 


VAUDEVILLE  0171 836  9987  (no 
bkg  tag  cc  420  0000  (bkg  fee) 
“FRESH,  BRAVE  A  FUNNY" 
Totogaph 

The  New  Mab  HB  Comadyl 

WOMEN  (HI 
THE  VERGE  OF 
W 

by  Made  Jones 

“THE  SPMT  OF  SHIRLEY 
VALB1TBE  LIVES  ON"  Gtta 
kftatbSrite7.4Som.Thu  a  Sri  at  3om 


VICTORIA  PALACE 
01718341317 

ta  a  void  of  pririage  a  taw  Bite  broke 
al  the  ntes 

ALWAYS 

ANEWMUSKAL 
FWomancM  From  20  Msy 
MnvSriri  730pm 
WacFSri  mate  ri  300pm 


WYNDHAMS  369 1 738044 4444 
BEST  COMEDY 
Eva  Sfenctanf  Aaante 
BEST  COMEDY 
Laurence  OMer  Aararda 

"ART 

A  new  play  by  Vasmna  Reza 
Trans,  by  CtaKSopbar  Hampton 
"Fly,  aartai  or  rirata  Jna!  ta  aaa 
tt"  New  York  Times 
Ewes  8.  Mate  Wed  3  a  Sal  5 


DANCE 


SADLBTS  WELLS  ri  (he 
PEACOCK  THEATRE 
(0171)  314  8800 
Bartel  Esaka/s 
MANUALA 
A  sanang  vnon  c4 
one  man's  jouney 
UoU  19  Apr* 

Tuas-Thn  a  Sri  ri  Bpm. 

Fn  al  6om  4  9 15cm.  Sn  13  al  6cm 


CONCERTS 


David  Baddiel 


HflTIOHflL  TOUR  1997 


fl  new  stand-up  show 


M 


Call  to  push 
for  return 
of  Gibraltar 

RESEARCHERS  at  a  Span¬ 
ish  think-tank  that  was  head¬ 
ed  by  Eduardo  Sena  from 
June  1993  until  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Defence  Minister  last 
May  have  called  on  Jose 
Maria  Aznar,  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister,  to  establish  a  special 
unit  in  his  office  to  “recover 
the  sovereignty  of  Gibraltar” 
(Giles  Tremlett  writes). 

A  report  commissioned  by 
the  Madrid-based  Institute 
for  International  Questions 
and  Foreign  Policy  says;  “The 
existence  of  a  British  colony 
on  Spanish  territory  is  like  a 
cancer." 

The  report  calls  on  Senor 
Aznar  to  set  up  a  special  unit 
to  renegotiate  the  1713  Treaty 
of  Utrecht  fay  which  Britain 
gained  sovereignty  over  Gi¬ 
braltar.  It  says  Spain  should 
aim  for  a  negotiated  settle¬ 
ment  that  wflf  take  into  ac¬ 
count  the  interests  of  the 
citizens  of  the  Rock.  But  it 
adds  that  this  is  secondary  to 
die  main  objective,  which 
must  be  to  recover  Spanish 
sovereignty  over  Gibraltar. 


European  nations  sign 
ban  on  human  dotting 

From  Giles  Tremlett  in  oviedo,  spain 
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TWENTY  European  countries 
yesterday  signed  what  was 
faailed  as  the  first  internation¬ 
al  convention  to  control  re¬ 
search  into  human  genetic 
engineering  and  cloning. 

The  Convention  on  Human 
Rights  and  Biomedicine, 
signed  in  Oviedo.  Spain,  for¬ 
bids  the  use  of  genetic  engi¬ 
neering  techniques  for  any¬ 
thing  other  than  medical 
purposes  and  effectively  bans 
human  cloning. 

“It  stops  people  toying  with 
the  human  genome  to  make 
sure,  for  example,  that  their 
descendants  all  have  blonde 
hair  and  blue  qyes,”  said  an 
official  from  the  Council  of 
Europe,  which  has  master¬ 
minded  the  convention. 

The  accord  also  specifically 
bans  the  production  of  human 
embryos  exdusively  for  re¬ 
search  purposes  and  prevents 
parents  using  in  vitro  fertilisa¬ 
tion  techniques  to  choose  the 
sex  of  their  children.  1 1  further 
bans  the  commercial  trade  in 


human  organs.  Western  and 
Central  European  countries 
signed,  including  France,  Italy 
and  Spain.  But  Germany  re¬ 
fused  to.  declaring  that  the 
convention  is  not  strict 
enough.  “They  have  not  for¬ 
gotten  the  traumas  of  the 
eugenics  research  of  the  Third 
Reich,”  tiie  official  said. 

The  election  campaign  pre¬ 
vented  Britain  from  signing. 
John  Major’s  Government 
had  been  expected  to  sign,  but 
the  next  Health  Secretary  is 
expected  to  turn  his  attention 
to  the  matter. 

The  convention  indudes  a 
strict  declaration  on  a  patient's 
right  to  be  folly  informed  on 
the  consequences  of  any  medi¬ 
cal  intervention  and  to  refuse 
that  treatment,  It  also  protects 
individuals  from  being  dis¬ 
criminated  against  on  the 
basis  of  their  genetic  make-up. 
Daniel  Tarschys,  the  Condi's 
Swedish  Secretary-General, 
said  the  convention  estab¬ 
lished  the  principle  that  tile 


interests  and  welfare  of  a  • 
human  being  should  prevail 
over  those  of  society  or  science. 

Mr  Tarschys  gave  a  warn-  - 
ing,  however,  that  European 
biomedical  companies  could 
easily  get  around  tiie  conven¬ 
tion’s  restrictions  by  carrymg 
out  experiments  in  Third 
World  countries  without  legis¬ 
lation  to  control  research. 

“It  is  not  enough  just  to 
promote  new  laws  in  devel¬ 
oped  countries.”  he  said.  “The  . 
widest  possible-  international 
accord  is  needed.” 

The  convention  creates  a 
basic  agreement  on  tiie  fimitgr 
of  biomedical  research  across" 
Europe  but  does  not  prevent 
individual  countries  passing 
stricter  domestic  legislation. . 

Mr  Tarschys  said  he  hoped: 
the  council’s  .  20  remaimng 
members  would  sign  the  con¬ 
vention  over  the  coming 
months.  America.  Japan,  Can¬ 
ada  and  the  Holy  See  have 
also  reserved  tiie  right  p) 
become  signatories. 


Can  you  predict  what  will  happen 
to  mortgage  races  over  the  next 
couple  of  years?  Neither  can  we. 

That’s  why  our  Two  Year  Fixed  . 
Rate  mortgage  is  so  hard  to  beat. 

You  will  know  exactly  how  much 
you’ll  be  paying  all  the  way  until 
1st  June  1999. 

No  matter  what  happens  in  the 
election.  No  matter  what  happens 
to  the  economy 
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SET  YOUR 

MORTGAGE  IN  STONE 
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FIXED  FOR  TWO  YEARS 


You  can  choose  our  lowest  rate 
(the  one  shown  above)  if  you  take 
out  our  buildings  and  contents 
insurance. 

Alternatively,  if  you’d  prefer  to 
arrange  your  own  insurance,  we  . 
have  other  options-  available. 

So  fix  it  while  you  can.  Ask  for  full 
derails  at  your  nearest  branch.  - 
Or  phone  our  Mortgage  Hotline 
any  rime  from  9  to  J  weekdays,  or  - 
from  10  to  3  weekends.  '  l  . 

0800  591  500  I 
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OPINION 


House  of 
disarray:  why 
Covent  Garden 
took  so  long 
to  sort  out 


■  THEATRE 

Child’s  play: 
demands  grow 
for  a  National 
Children’s 
Theatre  to  be 
established 


THE) 


sTIMES 


ARTS 


■  MUSIC 


The  centenaiy 
of  Brahms's 
death  is  marked, 
in  subdued 
style,  at  the 
Wigmore  Hall 


■  ON  MONDAY 


Reviews  of 
Eternal  at 
Wembley,  and 
a  rare  show 
of  Turner 
watercolours 


Who  said  that  great  fiction 
was  dead?  Back  on  Janu¬ 
ary  31.  speaking  at  the 
South  Bank  Show  Awards,  Tony 
Blair  declared  that  the  arts  are 
“not  an  add-on.  or  something  we 
just  talk  about  on  page  24  of  the 
manifesto;  they  are  central  to  our 
vision  of  a  deoerir  and  good 
society".  Gosh,  how  die  assembled 
luwies  cheered  those  heartwarm¬ 
ing  sentiments!  I  even  jotted  them 
down  on  a  menu,  so  that  I  could 
contemplate  them  in  moments  of 
spiritual  crisis. 

So  has  Tony  been  as  good  as  his 
word?  Well,  this  week  Labour 
published  its  manifesto.  The  good 
news  is.  its  arts  policy  is  not  buried 
on  page  24.  The  bad  news  is,  it's 
buried  on  page  30.  just  behind 
details  of  Labour’s  "longstanding 
commitment  to  angling" 

In  a  13,000-word  manifesto,  the 
arts  bit  runs  to  174  words,  and  this 
includes  a  bizarre  sentence  about 
"new  quality  assurance  in  hotel 
accommodation".  New  Labour, 
same  old  Philistines?  So  it  seems. 

Still,  if  you  list  those  20th- 
cernury  politicians  who  took  a 
keen  interest  in  culture  (Stalin. 


Bottom  place  in  the  Tony  awards 


Hitler.  Ceausescu  . . .)  you  have  to 
conclude  that  the  traditional  ap¬ 
proach  of  die  British  ruling  classes 
—  total  artistic  apathy  —  is 
probably  safer. 


Now.  what's  going  on  at  die 
Royal  Opera  House?  The 
footlights  are  on.  but  is 
anybody  home?  Has  that  Titanic 
among  theatres  clamped  down. 
Al banian-style,  on  all  contact  with 
the  outside  world? 

You  may  well  ask.  Govern 
Garden  closes  for  its  famous 
redevelopment  in  three  months. 
For  a  decade  its  bosses  have  been 
dimly  aware  (and  dim  is  the  word) 
that  the  Royal  Opera  and  Ballet 
would  need  other  venues  for  two 
years.  They  considered  Drury 
Lane,  rhe  Lyceum,  even  a  tempo¬ 
rary  theatre  by  Tower  Bridge. 
They  thought  they  had  a  gentle¬ 
man’s  agreement  with  the  Albert 
Hall.  Bur  nobody  actually  did  the 
deals.  The  years  flew  by.  And  the 


fury  of  Covent  Garden's  patrons 
grew.  After  all.  if  you  are  regularly 
spending  hundreds  of  quid  on 
tickets,  you  expea  to  be  kept 
informed.  Strange  quirk  of  human 
nature,  that  Tie  disarray  culmi¬ 
nated  this  week  when  a  press 
briefing  was  suddenly  postponed. 

Well,  yesterday  Govern  Garden 
confirmed  at  least  some  rumours. 
The  Royal  Opera  will  indeed 
spread*  its  wings  to  the  Barbican. 
Albert  Hall  and  Shaftesbury  The¬ 
atre.  The  Royal  Ballet  will  tread 
the  exotic  boards  of  rhe  Labatt’s 
Apollo.  And  the  melancholy  but 
brilliant  Bernard  Haitink  will  stay 
on  as  music  director  until  2002,  to 
general  relief. 

So  why  all  the  delay?  First,  it 
seems,  the  opera  house’s  Techni¬ 
cians  —  never  Britain's  jolliest 
workforce  —  threatened  to  strike. 
Their  union.  Bectu,  claimed  that 
performances  in  Hammersmith 
constituted  a  "tour".  Tours,  as  you 
may  have  guessed,  trigger  a  whole 


RICHARD  MORRISON 


new  astronomy  of  extra  payments. 
The  management's  response  — 
that  a  trip  of  ten  stops  down  the 
Piocadiily  Line  hardly  qualifies  as 
one  of  the  world's  epic  journeys  — 
cut  little  ice. 

Secondly.  Covent  Garden  was 
still  arguing  this  week  with  the 


other  venues  about  whose  box 
office  sells  the  tickets.  The  point  is 
less  academic  than  you  might 
think,  ff  other  venues  sell  tickets, 
they  wall  gain  access  to  Covent 
Garden  punters:  the  country’s 
most  affluent  theatregoers. 

Thirdly,  some  of  Covent  Gar¬ 
den’s  biggest  patrons  are  getting 
twrtchy  about  whether  they  will 
receive  the  same  tender  loving  care 
in  alternative  venues  as  they  do  in 
the  Crush  Bar.  The  answer  is  that 
they  won't.  This  has  caused  tears 
in  some  quarters.  More  delay. 

And  lasdy?  Well,  no  Coven t 
Garden  saga  would  be  complete 
without  “star  turns".  Just  as 
Coveni  Garden  thought  it  could 
announce  Albert  Hall  perfor¬ 
mances  of  Gounod's  Faust  with 
Roberto  Afagna  and  Angela 
Gheorghiu.  opera’s  “golden  duo” 
pulled  oul  “We  are  well  used  to 
Mr  Aiagna  and  Miss  Gheorghiu 
changing  their  minds."  an  opera 
house  spokesman  says  wearily. 


"We  have  contingency  plans. *■  But 
more  time  has  been  lost. 

Tie  trouble  is.  every  hitch 
generates  more  contempt  for 
Covent  Garden,  particularly  over¬ 
seas.  It's  good  that  the  opera  house 
has  finally  gone  public  on  at  least 
some  plans.  Nevertheless,  the 
whole  closure  business  has  been 
grotesquely  bungled.  Let’s  hope 
that  the  redevelopment  itself  is 
better  managed.  With  £78  million 
of  lottery  money  invested,  the 
public  expects  competence. 

Finally,  do  you  know  what 
time  it  is?  It’s  exactly  1,000 
days  before  the  millennium, 
that’s  what  it  is  —  and  in 
Greenwich  last  night  they  un¬ 
veiled  a  giant  clock  to  tick  off  every 
blinking  milii-second  to  Milii- 
Day.  And  if  you  flunk  that’s  a 
pathetic  w'aste  of  money,  then  I 
don’t  think  you  have  quite  grasped 
the  patriotic  aspects  of  die  exercise. 
The  fact  is.  the  Greenwich 


authorities  are  paranoid  about 
being  left  behind  on  December  31, 
1999.  How  else  can  you  explain  the 
desperate  historical  note  they  have 
issued?  "According  to  the  Resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  1884  International 
Meridian  Conference.  Washing¬ 
ton  DC.”  it  drones,  “it  was  agreed 
that  the  universal  day. would  begin 
at  midnight  on  the  Greenwich 
Meridian.  Therefore,  by  interna¬ 
tional  decree,  the  Prime  Meridian 
at  Greenwich  is  the  point  from 
which  the  millennium  will  begin." 

Nice  try,  chaps,  but  hopeless. 
What  are  they  going  to  say  in 
Australia  on  December  31,  1999? 
“Hey,  put  the  bubbly  on  hold!  It 
may  be  midnight  here,  but  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  1884  Meridian  Confer¬ 
ence  we  cannot  celebrate  for 
another  ten  hours  "  l  think  not 

What’s  more,  Paris  also  switches 
on  its  Countdown  Clock  this 
weekend.  And  since  Paris  keeps 
European  time,  it  will  presumably 
reach  the  millennium  precisely 
one  hour  ahead  of  Greenwich. 
Will  our  Gallic  friends  wait  courte¬ 
ously  before  starting  the  party? 
Well,  what  do  you  think?  Not  in  a 
thousand  years. 


Play  time  for  children 


They  are  the  forgotten 
audience  —  the  fen 
million  or  so  school- 
children  between 
eight  and  15  who.  directors 
and  playwrights  believe,  have 
been  disenfranchised  as  the¬ 
atregoers. 

For  them,  theatre  is  either 
pantomime,  dramatised  nat¬ 
ional  curriculum  texts,  or 
what  both  funding  authorities 
and  venues  dismiss  as  “youth 
theatre”,  an  unpredictable 
box-office  test  even  when  pro¬ 
fessionally  performed,  but 
which  is  more  often  than  not 
done  by  amateurs. 

But  now  the  call  is  out  to 
address  what  Michael  Bog¬ 
danov  calls  “this  national 
scandal"  with  a  full-blooded 
National  Children’s  Theatre,  a 
permanent  centre  for  not  only 
the  receiving  of  tour  groups 
but  also  the  nurturing  of 
writers  and  designers,  and  the 
training  of  directors  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  plays. 

Nicolas  Kent,  artistic  direc¬ 
tor  of  rhe  Tricycle  Theatre  in 
Kilbum  which  has  just  got  12 
million  from  die  loneiy  to 
develop  itself  for  new  audi¬ 
ences.  says  the  Tricycle  has 
always  had  children’s  theatre 
as  one  of  its  mainstays,  and 
audience  enthusiasm  has 
gradually  buili  over  ihe  past 
four  years. 

“We’re  doing  workshops  for 
children  as  young  as  18 
monrhs.  which  is  preny  rare 
here,  but  in  Europe  —  Italy. 
Germany.  Scandinavia  partic¬ 
ularly  —  the  provision  of 
theatre  for  children,  rather 
than  theatre  that  adults  feel 
they  should  have,  is  a  national 
duty.” 

Jude  Kelly  of  the  West 
Yorkshire  Playhouse  has  long 
been  an  advocate  of  children’s 
and  young  people’s  profes¬ 
sional  theatre,  but  has  never 
had  the  funding  to  pursue  it. 

“AduJrs  musi  be  educated  to 
ihe  fact  that  almost  any  good 
ihe3tre  is  enjoyed  by  children 
from  the  age  of  nine,"  she  says. 
“Young  people  are  very  dis- 


ln  the  dark:  a  schoolboy  lakes  part  in  an  English  Shakespeare  Company  workshop 


Powerful  singing  from 


New  Production 


Mfehaef  Chance  and  |hiee  performances 

Lesley  Garrett,  and  April  9 1 17  at  8.00pm 


haunting  staging  by 


April  12  at  7.00pm 


Tickets  from  £5.50 


Box  Office 


0171  632  8300 


In  tune  with  the 
old  curmudgeon 


Orpheus  and 

Eurvdice 


THE  difference  between  the 
Wigmore  Hall's  light-filled 
anniversary  celebration  of 
Schubert  and  this  sombre 
Brahms  evening  was  palpa¬ 
ble.  Brahms  was.  after  all.  no 
Son  of  the  Muses,  rather  a 
growly  old  German  bear  who 
died  convinced  his  place  in 
musical  history  would  be  com¬ 
parable  to  that  of  Cherubini. 

We  love  to  hate  him:  Nietz¬ 
sche,  revealinglv.  wrote  of  his 
“melancholy  of  impotence". 
Or  perhaps  we  hate  to  love 
him.  still  embarrassed  by  the 
complex  and  contradictory  in- 
regrity  of  rhe  man.  revealed  in 
Graham  Johnson's  Viennese 
Requiem  with  the  Internation¬ 
al  Songmakers  on  Thursday. 

The  "evening  began  somo 
what  diffidently,  with  a  se¬ 
quence  of  songs  that,  ro 
paraphrase  the  criticism  of 
one  of  them  by  a  close  friend  of 
Brahms,  seemed  composed 
more  out  of  skill  than  out  of 
the  heart's  blood.  But  it  ruse  to 
a  fluent  re-creation  of  the 
composer's  last  t  ears,  monrhs. 
days. 

This  aim  passions  re  re-cre¬ 
ation  was  dune  in  rintase 
Songmakers  si>  le.  Soprano 
Geraldine  McGreevy  and  con¬ 
tralto  Ingeborg  Danz  incar¬ 
nated  in  song  Brahms’s 
relationship  with  his  two  "an¬ 
gels  of  judgment  Eiisabei 


THEATRE:  Plans  are  afoot  to  lure  children  out  of  the 
house  and  into  the  theatre.  Simon  Tail  reports 


ceming  with  their  own  tastes 
in  music,  TV,  fashion  —  and 
theatre,  if  they  get  the  chance." 

In  June  there  is  to  be  a  come- 
all-ye  forum  to  thrash  out  the 
whole  question,  out  of  which  is 
likely  to  come  a  National 
Lottery  proposal. 

Among  the  most  vociferous 
at  the  get-together  will  be 
Bogdanov,  who  has  resurrect¬ 
ed  the  English  Shakespeare 
Company  for  the  current  tour 
of  his  children's  production  of 
Beowulf,  in  tandem  with  a 
darkly  fascinating  new  Mid¬ 
summer  Night's  Dream,  now 
halfway  through  its  nation¬ 
wide  itinerary. 

“Children  have  consistently 
been  unrepresented  in  tour¬ 
ing."  he  says.  "They  are  not 
part  of  theatre  priorities,  and 
they  have  not  been  treated  as 
part  of  the  community  or  of 


society.  I  think  it's  appalling 
that  they  Ye  still  being  offered 
Beauty  and  the  Beast.  The 
Snow  Queen.  Sleeping  Beauty 
and  so  on.  because  that’s  what 
theatres  can  get  funding  for." 

There  are.  of  course,  the¬ 
atres  specialising  in  children’s 
work,  such  as  the  Unicom  and 
the  Polka,  but  their  produc¬ 
tions  rarely  tour  and  their 
shows  tend  to  be  aimed  at  the 
more  captive  under-eights. 

The  problem  with  older 
children.  Kent  says,  is  prising 
them  away  from  computer 
games  and  Saturday  morning 
television,  a  difficulty  shared 
by  the  ESC:  while  box  offices 
have  been  satisfactorily  high 
for  weekday  performances 
during  the  tour,  there  has  been 
a  palpable  drop  on  Saturdays. 

Tony  Fagan  of  the  London 
International  Festival  of  The¬ 


atre  (Lift)  says  it  is  a  matter  of 
perception.  Last  year  Lift 
staged  a  highly  success  fill 
education  festival  and  found  a 
sophisticated  audience  not 
only  ready  to  see  theatre 
aimed  at  them,  but  to  partici¬ 
pate.  “A  permanent  centre 
properly  resourced  and  with  a 
high  profile  could  make  the 
most  fundamental  difference," 
he  says. 

The  Royal  National  Theatre 
has  gone  some  way  towards 
taking  the  lead.  This  summer 
sees  the  second  BT  National 
Connections  festival  of  new 
plays  for  young  people  which 
will  feature  work  by  the  likes 
of  Wole  Soyinka.  Bryony  La- 
very.  Naomi  Wallace.  Simon 
Bent  and  Liz  Lochhead.  But 
these  are  one-acters  specifical¬ 
ly  for  young  amateurs  to 
produce  and  perform  and.  at 


an  hour’s  length,  will  almost 
certainly  never  see  profession¬ 
al  treatment. 

"I  would  love  to  have  a 
parallel  festival  of  professional 
theatre  for  young  people,  bur 
the  financial  implications  are 
impossible  to  take  on  with 
existing  funding,"  says  Susie 
Graham- Adriani,  head  of  the 
NTs  education  department 

There  is  undoubtedly  an 
audience,  she  says,  and  the 
professional  expertise  to  satis¬ 
fy  it.  but  the  writers,  directors 
and  actors  have  never  had  the 
resources  to  create  the  work. 

“There  has  been  a  phenome¬ 
nal  output  of  children’s  litera¬ 
ture  in  the  past  ten  years  which 
shows  a  degree  of  sophistica¬ 
tion  in  the  market,  but  some¬ 
how  this  has  not  happened  for 
plays."  Jude  Kelly  says. 
“Children  are  now  part  of  the 
leisure  scene  —  even  pubs 
have  to  cater  for  them  now  — 
and  it’s  high  time  this  was 
stretched  to  theatre.  It  doesn't 
have  to  be  stretched  far." 
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Brahms  Centenary 
Wigmore  Hall 


von  Herzogenberg  and  Clara 
Schumann,  whose  criticism, 
approval  and  love  were  so 
vital  to  his  writing. 

The  young  contralto 
Ingehorg  Danz's  Wie 
Melodien  zieht  es  mir  and 
Meerfahrt  were  high  points  of 
the  evening.  So  was  Johnson’s 
accompanying:  aptly  barking 
and  tetchy  in  Kein  Haus. 
keine Heimat,  and  then  thrill¬ 
ing  to  the  fresher  air  of  a 
handful  of  songs  he  sneaked 
in  by  Schumann  and  Wolf. 

Johnson  made  a  persuasive 
case  for  Wolfs  little  satire  on 
music  critics  —  the  Abschied 
(“Farewell')  in  which  the  fate¬ 
ful  hack  is  kicked  downstairs 
—  being  pointed  directly  at 
Eduard  Hanslick  (Wagner’s 
Beckmesser)  and.  indirectly, 
through  their  friendship  and 
through  a  specific  musical 
reference  to  a  canon  in  the 
Ftrsr  Piano  Quartet,  to 
Brahms  himself.  Baritone  Ste¬ 
phen  Varcoe  relished  the  no¬ 
tion  in  performance. 

Hilary  Finch 
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The  power  and 
the  glory  of 
conjunctions 


No  words  are  more  emotive  than 
‘but’  or  ‘and’,  says  Derwent  May 


What  is  the  most  sentimen¬ 
tal  word  in  the  English 
language?  The  answer  is 
the  word  “but”.  I  realised  that  when 
I  started  writing  the  Nature  Notes 
for  The  Times  some  years  ago.  If  I 
wrote  “Violets  are  coming  out  Few 
trees  are  in  leaf  yet,"  I  was  merely 
giving  the  reader  information. 
However,  if  I  wrote  "Violets  are 
oomzng  out  but  few  trees  are  in  leaf 
yet,"  I  was  charging  the  whole 
scene  with  emotion,  manipulating 
the  reader  into  a  melancholy  feel¬ 
ing  of  winter  being  stow  to  go. 

Furthermore,  if  I  wrote  “Few 
trees  are  in  leaf  yet  but  violets  are 
coining  out,"  I  was  doing  the 
opposite:  cheering  the  reader  with 
the  feeling  that  spring  was  already 
on  its  way. 

As  the  Nature  Notes  were  meant 
to  be  a  bulletin  rather  than  a  burst 
of  lyricism,  I  have  been  sparing  of 
the  “buts”  ever  since,  or  sometimes, 
perhaps,  have  cheated  slightly  by 
juxtaposing  observations  to  give  a 
mild  “but”  effect 

*  Shakespeare  knew  the  power  of 
“bur.  Of  his  154  sonnets,  18  have  a 
dosing  couplet  that  begins  with  a 
"Bur  (as  well  as  quite  a  number  of 
"Yets"): 

But  if  the  while  I  think  on 
thee,  dear  friend. 

All  losses  are  restor'd  and  sorrows 
end. 

However,  these  are  far  more 
than  sentimental  “buts”.  They  set  a 
whole  swirl  of  passionate  emotion 

into  movement,  rein-  _ 

forced  by  the  rhythmic-  __ 
pause  before  them  and  Thret 

the  clinching  rhymes  wnrri 

that  follow.  They  are 
among  the  most  glorious  for  r 
“buts”  in  the  language.  ft 

Shakespeare  also  ex-  . 

plicitly  remarks  on  die  IOUT- 

power  of  “buts"  and 
“yets"  in  Antony  and 
Cleopatra.  When  the 
messenger  brings  Qeopatra  the 
news  that  Antony  has  married 
Octavia,  but  is  too  frightened  to  tell 
her,  and  stammers  out:  "But  yet, 
madam  — ",  Cleopatra  takes  the 
full  measure  of  those 

monosyllables. 

•I  do  not  like  “but  yeT,  it  does 
allay 

The  good  precedence;  fie  upon 
“butyed" 

“But  yer  is  as  a  gaoler  to  bring 
forth 

Some  monstrous  malefactor. 

Prithee,  friend. 

Pour  out  the  pack  of  matter  to  nry 
ear. 


Three-letter 
words  work 
far  harder 
than 

four-letter 

words 


-  "And"  is  a  quite  different  story, 
and  this,  too,  struck  me  when  I  was 
writing  for  77ie  Times  recently  —  a 
review  of  a  book  by  the  great 
champion  of  the  Surrealists,  Artdrg 
Breton. 

About  one  of  the  essays  in  the 
book,  I  first  wrote:  “This  is  caw  of 
the  liveliest  accounts  of  boyish 
rebellion  and  nihilism  I  have  ever 
read."  But  that,  I  knew,  was  weak 

—  and  it  was  the  fault  of  the  “and". 
To  link  “rebellion"  and  “nihilism” 
in  that  way  was  slack,  and  inexpres¬ 
sive.  I  changed  it  to  . .  one  of  the 
liveliest  accounts  of  rebellious, 
boyish  nihilism  I  have  ever  read". 

With  that.  I"  hoped.  I  had 
achieved  a  quite  different  effect 
Two  abstract  nouns  slopping  about 
in  no  sort  of  relation  to  each  other 
had  given  way  to  a  tiny,  evolving 
picture. 

So  “and"  is  a  dangerous  word, 
and  can  be  a  killer.  Yet  it  has  other 
powers.  Even  as  a  bare,  bald 
linking  word  it  can  make  an  effect 
— what  the  Shorter  Oxford  English 
Dictionary  calls  “connecting  occur¬ 
rences  of  the  same  member  to 
express  continuous  repetition". 

The  Bible  gives  the  best  instances 
of  that-  “And  Hezron  begat  Ram, 
and  Ram  begat  Amminariah.  And 
Amminadab  begat  Nahshon,  and 
Nahshon  begat  Salmon"  is  pretty 
boring,  it  has  to  be  admitted.  But 
imagine  it  without  the  “ands”.  They 
are  what  give  a  great  deal  of  the 


The  Labour  manifesto  is  more 
risky.  There  is  a  dramatic 
"But"  in  Mr  Blair's  first 
paragraph — "But  I  believe  Britain 
"can  and  must  be  better”  —  which 
gives  a  good  deal  of  retrospective 
emphasis  to  the  suggestion  that 
Britain  is  pretty  good  already. 

Even  more  dangerously,  a  whole 
paragraph  soon  afterwards  begins 
with  “But":  “But  we  have  liberated 
these  values  from  outdated  dog¬ 
ma.”  That  “but"  certainly  reminds 
the  reader  both  that  there  are 
Labour  values  that  are  not  exclu¬ 
sive  to  them,  and  that  they  have  not 
themselves  done  too  well  by  those 
values  so  Ear. . . 

There  are  few  “ands"  in  either  of 
those  manifestos.  Manifesto  writ¬ 
ers  understand  that  little  word's 
killer  effect  Bold  assertions  and 
promises  have  to  stand  on  their 
own.  They  can  go  weak  at  the  knees 
when  yoked  together. 

Meanwhile,  the  Liberal  Demo¬ 
crats,  as  for  as  I  can  see,  do  the  best 


little  landmines  out  of  their  text  At 
the  beginning  of  their  sentences 
they  stick  to  a  dull  but  steady 
repetition  of  “We  will. . 

In  fact  three-letter  words  work 
Ear  harder  than  four-letter  words  — 
and  sometimes  as  much  by  their 
absence  as  their  presence. 

By  their  “ands"  and  their  “buts" 
shall  ye  know  than. 


Fowl  play 


ALL  those  chickens  on  the  genera] 
election  trail  have  upset  the  pious 
souls  of  die  ITN  newsroom.  While 
newspapers  and  the  BBC  threw 
themselves  ecstatically  into  the  tale 
of  the  Tory  ducker  sent  to  follow 
Tony  Blair  around  the  country  — 
and  its  headless  counterpart  from 
The  Mirror  —  al  ITN  they  were 
dismayed-  Should  they,  or  should 
they  not,  cover  the  chicken  story  ? 


The  reporters  on  News  at  Ten 
were  divided.  Too  trivial,  said  half 
of  them,  inlcuding  the  political 
editor  Michael  Brunson.  Too  much 
fun  to  ignore,  argued  the  other  half. 
Coverage  of  the  various  rhinos, 
bears  and  foxes  piling  onto  die 
scene  caused  yet  more  angst  This 
from  a  news  programme  that 
brought  us  the  And  Finally  slot  at 
the  end  of  each  broadcast 


That  chicken:  not  serious  enough  for  Michael  Brunson 
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For  many  politicians,  there  is  only  one  race  that  matters  today,  says  Geoffrey  Wheatoroft 


A  hundred  years  ago.  the 
Grand  National  was  won  by 
a  horse  with  a  political  ring 
to  its  name.  Manifesto  ran  in  eight 
Nationals  in  all,  was  third  three 
times  and  won  twice,  with  a  mere 
list  31b  in  1897,  and  I2st  71b  two 
years  later.  And,  four  days  before 
the  last  general  election.  Grand 
National  was  won  by  Party  Politics. 

Politics  and  racing  have,  after  all, 
been  connected  on  and  off  almost 
since  Charles  0.  The  two  share  a 
nervous  atmosphere.  Each  is  a 
contest  in  which  the  hot  favourite 
sometimes  wins  —  but  sometimes 
falls  at  the  last  fence — and  both  are 
tinged  with  skulduggery.  Part  of 
the  very  vocabulary  of  politics  is 
sporting.  Steeplechasing  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  fox-hunting,  whose 
whrppers-in  give  their  name  to 
government  or  opposition  whips, 
however  much  that  thought  might 
distress  “antis"  in  the  Labour 
Whips'  Office. 

The  Times  has  just  reported  that 
a  Blair  government  may  not  after 
ail  make  parliamentary  time  for  a 
Bill  to  ban  hunting.  No  doubt 
unconnected  with  that  —  although 
the  phrase  was  unconsciously  fasci¬ 
nating— Tony  Blair  said  yesterday 
that  “we  have  shot  the  Tories'  fox" 
over  devolution.  1  doubt  whether  he 
has  ever  shot  or  hunted  a  fox. 

The  House  of  Commons  is  a  less 


King  James  Old  Testament  its 
rolling  grandeur. 

“And”  can  be  more  subtle, 
though.  If  used  in  the  right  way.  it 
can  create  anticipation  and  sweep 
the  end  of  a  sentence  up  into  an 
awesome  climax,  as  in 
A.  E.  Housman’s  poem  in  praise  of 
a  mercenary  army: 

Their  shoulders  held  the  sky 
suspended; 

They;  stood,  and  earth's 
foundations  stay. 

Imagine  that  second  line  without 
the  “and”.  That  simple  little  word  is 
what  gives  their  meaning  and  force 
to  the  great  words  that  follow  it’ 
Another  example,  since  we  have 
been  talking  of  early  spring,  is  in 
Wordsworth’s  lines  on  that  subject. 

The  budding  twigs  spread  out 
their  fan 

To  catch  the  breezy  air. 

And  I  must  think,  do  all  I  can. 

That  there  was  pleasure  there. 
Again  the  “and”  in  that  third  line 
is  where  the  emotion  floods  in  and 
turns  what  follows  from  a  state¬ 
ment  of  belief  into  an  impassioned 
assertion  that  nature  is  sentient 
To  shift  the  focus  somewhat,  I 
have  been  looking  at  the  three  main 
party  manifistos  in  the  light  of 
these  thoughts.  Manifestos  do  not 
tike  toe  word  “but".  The  words  that 
follow  a  “bur  may  make  some  bold 
claim  about  what  the  party  will  do. 
but  die  emotional  charge  of  “but" 
works  in  both  directions.  So  the 
words  that  come  before  toe  “bur — 

_  which  are  probably  an 

admission  of  some  merit 
letter  on  the  pan  of  toe  other 
work  —  6*?  a  boost  too. 

,  There  is  an  apt  Ger- 

raer  man  saying  here,  “Die 

n  Sache  hat  ein  Abes*  — 

“The  case  has  a  btit  in  it". 
2tter  one  can  hear  John  Ma- 

jJs  jor  and  Tony  Blair  both 

saying  to  their  manifesto 
writers:  “But  me  no 
buts".  In  fact,  the  Conservative 
manifesto  is  fairly  discreet  with 
them.  In  Mr  Major*  foreword 
there  are  two  sentences  beginning 
with  “But"  Both  follow  a  statement 
of  good  things  that  toe  Govern¬ 
ment  has  done,  such  as  decreasing 
toe  role  of  toe  State  and  increasing 
the  role  of  the  State,  and  both 
promise  more  of  such  good  tilings: 
"But  now  we  have  the  chance. . 
“But  now  we  must  build  on. . In 
both  cases  the  “Bur  is  slightly 
dangerous  because  it  throws  em¬ 
phasis  back  on  the  fact  that  not 
enough  of  these  good  tilings  have 
been  done. 


Statesmen  of 


our  national  turf 


sporting  place  and  duller  than  in 
the  days  when  the  Grand  National 
was  as  keenly  awaited  at  Westmin¬ 
ster  as  the  Budget.  In  a  happier  age, 
Parliament  adjourned  on  Derby 
Day  (when,  according  to  that 
cynical  Liberal  Sir  William  Har- 
court  an  Irish  MPs  vote  cost  "a 
fiver,  and  £10  in  Derby  week”). 

No  prime  minister  has  ever 
owned  a  winner  of  the  Grand 
National  Bui  just  over  a  century 
ago.  Lord  Rosebery  achieved  a  feat  ■ 
unique  in  several  respects.  He  won 
toe  Derby  not  once  but  twice,  in 
successive  years,  with  Ladas  in 
1S94  and  Sir  VLsto  in  1895.  The  odds 
against  any  man  owning  back-to- 
back  Derby  winners '  are  long 
enough;  to  win  the  race  twice 
within  what  was  no  more  than  IS 
months'  premiership  was  fantasti¬ 
cally  improbable.  To  marry  Liberal 
Nonconformists,  a  leader  who 
owned  racehorses  was  tittle  better 


than  a  voluptuary. 

Lord  Rosebery  could  have  made 
matters  better  or  worse  with  toe 
horse  of  that  name:  if  he  never 
owned  a  Grand  National  winner,  it 
was  bad  judgment  rather  than 
luck.  He  owned  the  well-bred  coll 
Voluptuary,  who  won  several  good 
races  on  toe  Flat  as  a  three-year- 
old.  Carelessly  sold  by  Lord  Rase- 
bely.  Voluptuary  was  trained  as  a 
steeplechaser,  and  won  toe  1884 
Grand  National  as  a  six-year-old 
before  going  quaintly  on  to  another 
careen  the  stage.  The  actor  Leon¬ 
ard  Boyle  bought  him  and  rode 
him  night  after  night  in  the  Grand 
National  scene  of  Prodigal  Daugh¬ 
ter  at  Drury  Lane. 

No  British  prime  minister  since 


passion  for  raring.  The  nearest  was 
Sir  Winston  Churchill,  for  whom  it 
was  a  consolation  of  old  age. 

His  father  Lord  Randolph  had 
won  toe  Oaks  with  L-’Abbesse  de 
Jouarre  in  1889.  when  Winston.was 
a  schoolboy.  That  schoolboy  didn’t 
register  his  colours  until  he  was  in 
his  seventies.  But  he  then  proved  a 
lucky  owner,  notably  with  Colonist 
II.  who  won  13  races,  and  bred  the 
splendid  Vienna,  who  was  third  in 
the  St  Leger  and,  more  important¬ 
ly,  sired  Vaguely  Noble,  one  of  toe 
great  horses  of  his  time. 

Although  toe  Tories  were  once 
the  party  of  the  “Gentlemen  of 
England",  and  Labour  inherited 
something  of  the  Liberals’  chapel¬ 
going  distaste  for  raring  and  bet- 


has  approached  Lord  Rosebery's  '  ting,  there  have  been  exceptions  on 


eminence  on  the  turf,  though  the 
former  Irish  Taoiseach  Charles 
Haughey  has  owned  some  good 
chasers.  Fbw  have  even  shared  his 


both  sides.  Harold  Macmillan 
married  into  the  raring-mad  Cav¬ 
endish  family,  but  never  acquired 
their  addiction.  Sir  Alec  Douglas- 


Home’s  sport  was  cricket  (as. is 
John  Major’s)  and  Sir  Edward 

Heath's  was  sailing.  . 

On  the  other  side,  the  Labour  MP 
Reginald  Paget  was  a  keen  hunting 
man.  And  that  shadowy  personage. 
Colonel  George  Wigg.  was  shifted 
by  Harold  Wilson  from  Paymaster 
General  to  chairman  of  the . 
Horserace  Betting  ^Levy  Board, 
where  he  made  a  different  kind  of 
nuisance  of  himself,  as  well  as 
doing  considerable  good  for  racing, 
his  great  passion. 

More  recently.  Lord  Wyatt  of 
Weeford.  the  former  left-wing  Lab¬ 
our  MP  —  hard  as  that  must 
sometimes  be  for  him  as  well  as 
others  to  believe  —  has  been 
chairman  of  the  Tote  And  that 
ardent  raring  man  Robin  Cook,  the 
Shadow  Foreign  Secretary,  win 
doubtless  be  taking  time  off  today 
from  toe  election. 

And  this  year*  Party  Politics  for 
party  politicians?  Mr  Cook  says  he 
is  backing  Avro  Anson,  who  may 
start  favourite.  Straight  Talk 
sounds  like  Ifaddy  Ashdown’s . 
horse,  while  Mr  Blair  might  like  to 
back  Smith's  Band,  in  honour  of  his 
admirable  predecessor.  For  toe. 
Prime  Minister,  I  suggest  Turning 
Trix.  That  is  what  he  has  to  do  in 
toe  next  three  weeks  to  survive  at 
No  10.  If  that  horse  wins  this 
afternoon,  it  could  be  a  portent 
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Do  they  think  we  are  stupid? 


in*y,. 


The  ‘dumbing  down’  of  the  election 
is  an  insult  to  us,  the  voters 


Vote.  vole,  vote  for  Tony  Blair 
Chuck  old  Major  out  the  door  — 

If  it  wasn't  for  toe  law 
I  would  punch  him  on  the  jaw. 

And  we  don’t  want  Major  any  more. 


Elections  are  dangerous 
moments  for  a  politician. 
They  turn  toe  gold  of  high 
office  into  the  base  metal 
of  toe  hustings.  They  are  the 
extension  of  civil  war  by  other 
means,  yet  they  retain  the  character 
of  a  civil  war.  The  public  expects  a 
fight,  even  if  nothing  is  at  stake. 

The  general  view  of  toe  present 
election  is  that  nothing  is  at  stake 
beyond  the  tenancy  of  Downing 
Street  The  Thatdierite  revolution 
has  triumphed.  It  conquered  toe 
Tory  party  and  has  now  conquered 
Labour.  As  Chesterton  said  on 
bring  shown  the  Cafe  Royal  menu, 

there-  is  little  in  _ 

the  Labour  raani-  # 

festo  to  which  C  ■ 

Lady  Thatcher 

could  take  strong  ^  /  (/  f  f  j 

exception.  John 

Major  was  her  I 

heir  but  Mr  Blair  I  £)Jya 

has  become  her  I  p  [ f/i 

clone.  The  two  / 

men  must  fight  —  ■ — 

over  a  straw. 

Yet  must  the  election  be  so 
dumb?  I  returned  from  holiday  this 
week,  picked  up  the  two  party 
manifestos  and  groaned.  Labour 
features  a  ridiculous  Mr  Blair 

looking  hostile,  unsmiling  and 
exhausted,  as  if  fleeing  a  Benetton 
commercial  for  a  role  in 
Trainspotting.  What  mighty  con¬ 
clave  of  spin  gurus  agreed  this 
image?  The  Tory  manifesto,  so  free 
in  attacking  British  education, 
braves  a  schoolboy  howler  in  its 
tide,  misplacing  toe  “only”  in  “You 
can  only  be  sure  with  the  Conserva¬ 
tives".  It  reads  like  a  condom 
advertisement  I  prefer  to  be  sure 
“only  with  the  Conservatives". 

When  I  mentioned  this  to  a  party 
worker,  she  said:  “Oh  come  on,  toe 
manifesto  is  not  meant  for  you.”  In 
other  words,  who  cares  about 
grammar?  Manifestos  are  for 
plebs,  for  the  Great  Unlearned. 
And  they  will  not  read  them.  They 
are  show,  marketing,  mood  music, 
political  wallpaper.  Elections  are  a 
passing  masquerade,  while  Ye 
Oide  England  quietly  shuffles  the 
Westminster  pack.  They  are  a 
necessary  ritual  of  power. 

I  can  see  her  point  Reading  this 
week's  manifestos  was  like  watch¬ 
ing  saliva  dribble.  Boast  follows 
whjnge  follows  boast  follows 
whinge.  They  are  written  to  be 
identical  as  Tony  Bean  once  pro¬ 
tested.  “by  Dr  Mori  and  Dr 
Gallup".  “We  nil]  switch  spending 
from  economic  failure  to  invest- 


Simon 

Jenkins 


merit,  ”  says  one.  “We  favour  new 
combinations  of  available  benefits 
to  suit  individual  circumstances". 
“A  good  education  is  the  birthright 
of  every  child."  “We  have  zero 
tolerance  of  underperformanoe."  A 
plodding  political  platitude  can  be 
propped  up  by  inspired  oratory. 
Churchill  knew  the  trick.  On  paper, 
it  merely  plonks. 

Most  of  this  week’s  phraseology 
dies  on  toe  brain.  “Conservatives 
embrace  evolutionary  change ”  (I 
should  hope  so.)  “We  have  turned 
around  our  economic  fortunes." 
British  English  teaching  may  be 
bad,  but  not  this  bad.  This  is  simple 
waffle.  Labour  has  not  stolen  the 
Tories'  dathes.  Both  parties  have 
stolen  Paddy  Ashdown’S,  through 
whose  gossamer  garments  every 
political  breeze  passes  unnoticed. 

_ '  Manifestos  are 

games  with  mir- 
tors,  played  con- 
'wrlfl  temptuous  of 

electors.  Their 
j  m  writers  and  read- 

L  .  ere— mostly poli- 

1  ticians  and 
k  trffcj  journalists  — 
Vj  claim  that  they 

- are  not  for  them. 

Manifestos  are  to 
reach  out  to  simpletons  in  the  sticks 
—  people  who  cannot  do  joined -up 
writing,  yet  supposedly  thirst  for 
statistics  on  comparative  GDPs. 
Elections  have  joined  books,  news¬ 
papers  and  broadcasters  in  the 
great  drift  downmarket;  in  toe 
“dumbing  down"  of  Britain.  This 
week's  manifestos  are  on  a  par  with 
sleaze  stories  and  headless  chick¬ 
ens.  They  are  to  furnish  a  day's 
media  distraction — until  the  awful 
business  is  over  on  May  1. 

I  go  so  far  with  the  Central  Office 
cynic,  but  no  further.  First,  there 
must  be  protein  even  in  toe  most 
vegetarian  manifesto.  Heaven 
knows,  enough  blood  is  spilt  in  the 
writing.  Those  gripped  by  the  hand 
of  power  find  it  hard  to  compose 
20,000  words  and  say  nothing. 
Adverbs  and  adjectives  may  be 
subservient  but,  as  Humpty 
Dumpty  said,  verbs  and  nouns 
have  a  way  of  their  own.  The  Tory 
plans  for  privatised  pensions,  tax 
relief  for  spouses  and  the  sale  of 
London  Underground  are  innova¬ 
tions  forged  in  toe  heat  of  manifesto 
compromise.  They  are  real 
changes. 

By  comparison,  there  is  little  in 
Labour’s  manifesto  but  raw  ambi¬ 
tion.  Yet  even  its  emptiness  was  the 
outcome  of  a  bitter  struggle  within 
toe  Shadow  Cabinet  The  fight  wa$ 
to  protect  an  incoming  Blair  ad¬ 
ministration  from  toe  spendthrift 
promises  which  devastated  Mrs 
Thatcher’s  first  year.  Puncture  the 


dealing  with  cat-up-tree  yams. 

While  Goffeemate  curdled  in 
their  cups,  neither  side  would 
budge.  “The  chicken  issue  became 
definitive  of  the  whole  way  the 
News  at  Ten  would  be  covering  the 
election,  "said  my  man  by  the  water 

cooler.  So  to  prevent  a  full-blown 
row,  ft  became  necessary  to  take  a 
vote.  The  newsroom  gathered  ami 
the  question  was  put  to  cover  tire 
chicken  or  not  The  pro-chicken  lot 
won,  just. 

By  way  of  compromise,  however, 
only  toe  Tory  chicken  was  shown, 
not  the  headless  Mirror  one  or  the 
other  wildlife.  “It  was  very  nasty  in 
there  for  a  while.”  says  my  insider. 
"It  is  not  going  to  get  any  nicer  over 
the  next  few  weeks.  This  was  about 
the  whole  nature  of  our  reporting." 


Easy  does  it 


“resting”  at  Skibo.  his  castle  on  the 
northeast  coast  of  Scotland,  a  long 
way  from  Cornwall 
De  Savary*s  daughter  lisa,  who 
represents  her  father  during  his  ab¬ 
sences.  explained:  “We  Jiave  decid¬ 
ed  not  to  bore  toe  pants  off  voters 
with  personal  image  campaigning. 
My  rather  will  embark  on  that  two 
weeks  before  the  election." 


THERE  is  a  charming  lethargy  to 
the  election  strategy  of  Peter  de 
Savory,  the  Referendum  candidate 
for  Falmouth  and  Camborne. 
While  Sebastian  Coe,  his  Tory  op¬ 
ponent,  limbers  up  to  protect  hut 
3,267  majority,  de  Savary  has  de¬ 
rided  to  take  a  holiday.  A  Referen¬ 
dum  spokesman  believed  him  to  be 


•  Distinctly  ungallant  remarks 
were  made  by  Nigel  de  Gruchy, 
general  secretary  of  the  National 
Association  of  Schoolmasters  and 
Union  of  Women  Teachers,  in 
front  of  an  embarrassed  Gillian 
Shephard yesterday.  “If  these  man¬ 
ifestos  are  supposed  to  represent 
the  passion  qffony  Blair  and  John 
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Blair  helium  balloon  and  it  may 
collapse  in  a  puddle  of  rubber 
(amid  which  glows  one  gem,  an 
elected  mayor  for  London.1).  But  toe 
manifesto  is  eloquent  even  in  what 
it  does  not  say.  Labour’s  silence 
proclaims  that  1990s  Toryism  is 
safe  with  Mr  Blair  and  his  friends. 

That  said,  I  yearn  for  a  thinking 
person's  manifesto,  a  manifesto  for 
grown-ups,  one  that  debates  topics 
that  neither  Labour  nor  the  Tories 
consider  suitable  for  children's 
viewing.  This  might  include  some 
guide  to  how  each  party  will 
balance  tax  rises  against  spending 
cuts  to  reduce  public  borrowing; 
how  local  and  central  discretion 
will  be  balanced  in  running 
schools;  what  is  the  “bottom  line" 


negotiating  position  ai  this  sum¬ 
mer's  European  summit;  where  lies 
the  future  of  farm  subsidies  and  toe 
countryside;  what  of  restricting  car 
use;  how  should  we  reform  Brit¬ 
ain's  illiberal,  dangerous  and  un¬ 
sustainable  drugs  laws;  what 
future  for  devolution  in  Northern 
Ireland.  This  is  all  controversial, 
and  therefore  suppressed.  Politi¬ 
cians  wish  to  keep  such  controversy 
from  public  view,  keep  it  within  the 
club,  even  if  the  dub  is  to  change  its 
committee  —  perhaps  especially  so. 

On  television  on  Wednesday 
night  the  BBC  daringly  permitted 
four  “ordinary  people"  a  brief 
moment  on  stage.  The  four  were 
women  from  Worcester,  invited  to 
discuss  tax  allowances  for  mothers 


Major  "  he  said,  "1  have  to  say  I 
cannot  help  feeling  sympathy  for 
both  Cherie  and  Norma." 


Water  wing 


AS  though  according  to  a  biblical 
curse,  toe  offices  of  the  hosepipe 
banners  at  toe  Department  of  toe 
Environment  have  been  flooded. 
On  Wednesday  afternoon,  staff 
were  ordered  home  after  a  burst 
pipe  let  gallons  of  water  gush 


through  the  top  floor  of  Eland 
House.  Victoria,  where  John  Glim¬ 
mer.  the  Environment  Secretary, 
has  his  offices.  Gummer,  of  course, 
was  toe  man  who  during  toe  past 
couple  of  years  of  water  shortages 
hounded  water  companies  to  re¬ 
pair  their  leaking  pipes  and  asked 
the  public  to  bathe  in  bowls. 


•  Panic  has  subsided  at  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Arts,  in  London,  where 
Baroness  Thatcher’s  Spitting  Im- 
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from  a  satirists'  exhibition  over  the 
Easter  weekend.  It  has  just  been  re¬ 
turned  anonymously  rn  a  package 
sent  from  Royal  Tunbridge  Wells. 


Hosanna 


TAFFETA  will  feature  strongly  in 
Cambridge  during  the  election  now 
that  Anna  Johnstone,  an  opera 
singer,  has  announced  she  will  be 
standing  for  the  Prolife  Alliance 
Party.  Miss  Johnstone,  28.  a  recent 
convert  to  Catholicism,  made  news 
two  months  ago  at  her  London  de- 
but  in  St  James’s.  Piccadilly,  when 
she  exhorted  the  audience  to  pray 
along  to  her  Baroque  warbiings. 

Speaking  to  the  Catholic  Herald 


at  home.  They  did  so  with  a  clarity 
and  a  scepticism  that  belied  toe* 
normal  casting  of  electors  as  cre¬ 
tins.  They  were  soon  cut  off.  Hie 
smile  of  reason  makes  bad  tele¬ 
vision.  We  returned  to  the  studio,  to 
Mr  Paxman  and  Mr  Portillo.  Mutt 
and  Jeff,  Ya  and  Boo.  Yet  before  the 
ooze  closed  back  over  our  heads,  we 
were  permitted  a  sudden  sight  of 
blue  sky.  It  was  exhilarating. 

The  media  prefers  to  present  lay 
people  as  political  yobs,  like  those 
paraded  last  week  on  Channel  4*s 
Carting  Edge:  The  Dinner  Party. 
The  subplot  of  this  programme  was 
to  show  how  ghastly  voters  can  be 
with  enough  drink  inside  them, 
and  thus  how  much  better  it  is  to 
leave  politics  to  pundits.  I  assume 
toe  sub-subplot  was  to  show  how 
dangerous  elections  are.  and  how 
sensible  Britain  is  to  have  fewer 
than  any  other  country  in  Europe. 
Yet  I  find  that  when  people  are 
invited,  and  given  time,  to  talk 
seriously  about  policy  they  are 
more  sensible;  and  certainly  more 
sincere,  than  toe  stage-army  of  the 
partisan.  Anyone  who  has  done 
jury  service  wll  agree  that  encoun¬ 
tering  a  random  selection  of  fellow 
citizens  can  be  unnerving.  They  are 
almost  as  intelligent  as  .oneself. 

Politics  in  Britain,  as  de  Tocque- 
ville  said,  is  a  dub  activity.  In 
America  it  is  a  dvic  duty.  We  read 
much  about  British  politics  becom¬ 
ing  more  American,  but  the  com¬ 
parison  is  usually  of  leadership 
campaigns,  not  of  voters.  I  believe 
British  voters  are  coming  to  take 
elections  as  seriously  as  do  Ameri¬ 
cans.  This  may  be  one  .reason  why 
they  are  more  "floating"  and  more 
indined  to  trouble  the  pollsters.  To 
treat  them  as  a  lumpen  proletariat 
unfit  for  complex  discourse  is  to 
patronise  and  insult  them. 

The  political  community  may  dte 
Hogarth.  Dickens  and  the  Victori¬ 
an  ditty  with  which  I  began  this 
piece.  But  if  Gladstone  could  rouse 
a  half-educated  electorate  with  an 
erudite  two-hour  speech,  I  cannot 
accept  that  today’s  better  educated 
voters  must  be  dismissed  with 
didfes.  As  politicians  gq  down¬ 
market,  they  are  in  danger  of 
passing  the  electorate  on  the  way 
up.  They  may  quote  Bonar  Law’s 
joke:  “I  am  their  leader,  I  must 
follow  them."  But  toe  destination 
need  not  always  be  that  chosen  by 
toe  Editors  of  77ie  Sun  and  the 
Daily  Mail. 

As  the  band  played,  Noel  Cow¬ 
ard  gazed  into  the  eyes  of  Gertrude 
Lawrence  and  said  how  strange  it 
was  that  “cheap  music  could  be  so 
potent".  Hie  assumption  of  this 
election:  campaign  is  that  cheap 
politics  is  also  potent  I  believe  this 
is  mistaken.  Serve  up  cheap  poll-, 
tics,  as  toe  parties  did  this  week, 
and  the  electorate  will  read  cheap¬ 
ly.  It  will  impede  good  government 
and  neuter  its  practitioners.  We  can 
surely  afford  to  be  more  extrava¬ 
gant  with  the  truth. 


- 


Anna  Johnstone:  stomp  arias 


this  week,  she  admits  that  pound- 
tng  the  srreets  of  Cambridge  an  her 
election  campaign  is  at  times  “har¬ 
rowing".  but  for  her  pblitics  is  not 
everything:  “If  I  did  no  mare  than 
stog  the  Ave  Maria  in  different 
places  all  over  toe  world,"  die  sajs. 
“fd  be  happy- After  being  a  paruar 
mentaiy  candidate,  her  next  rote 
will  be  in  La  traviata  in  Siberia.  . 
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LOST  IN  TRANSLATION 


Blair  sounded  better  in  the  original  English 


Gaffes  are  mistakes.  Gaffes  are  unintended 
.  When  Tony  Blair  told  the  Scots  yesterday 
that  ultimate  sovereignty  would  reside  with 
Westminster  after  devolution  and  that,  if  a 
;  parish  council  could  raise  tax,  so  should  a 
Scottish  parliament,  these  were  no  slips  of 
1  the  tongue.  They  were  a  calculated  attempt 
to  reassure  English  voters  that  a  Labour 
gcrvemnment  would  not  create  a  leviathan 
north  of  the  border. 

Scottish  politicians  and  journalists  have 
been  offended  by  this.  But  everything  said  in 
Scotland  is  not  aimed  only  at  Scots.  Scottish 
aspirations  demand  and  deserve  respect;  but 
policies  planned  for  Scotland  are  not  matters 
for  that  nation  alone.  Scotland  is  part  of  the 
.  United  Kingdom:  the  audience  for  Mr 
BlairS  words  extends  around  the  country, 
and  the  repercussions  of  devolution  will  be 
felt  well  south  of  Hadrian’s  Wall. 

Some  Scots  are  angry  that  elements  of  the 
agreement  reached  in  their  “constitutional 
convention”  about  the  right  form  of  devolu- 
-  tion  have  been  watered  down  by  Labour. 
They  see  this  as  a  betrayal  because  the 
convention’s  proposals  were  reached  by 
cross-party  consensus.  Yet  there  was  hardly 
any  English  involvement  in  those  negotia- 
•  tions.  Labour  has  to  fight  an  election  across 
.the  whole  of  Britain,  and  this  issue  has 
(expanded  from  a  Scottish  to  a  British  one. 
^English  anxieties  too  have  a  right  to  be 
heard  and  to  be  assuaged. 

Mr  Blair,  as  it  now  is  dear,  did  not 
provocatively  compare  a  Scottish  par¬ 
liament  with  a  parish  council:  he  asked  why. 
if  even  a  parish  council  was  allowed  to  raise 
revenue,  it  should  be  shocking  that  a 
Scottish  parliament  could  do  so  too?  Such 
words  are  hardly  hostile  in  sentiment  to 
devolution.  This  is  only  an  insult  if  wilfully 
interpreted  as  such. 

The  real  trouble  lies  not  in  Scotland  as  a 
whole  but  in  the  Scottish  Labour  Party 
which  has  for  some  time  been  the  last 


bastion  of  old  Labour.  Tt  reluctantly  voted  to 
replace  Clause  Four.  Its  members  suspect 
rightly,  that  Mr  Blair  does  not  sign  up  to 
their  purist  ambitions  for  devolution.  Now 
that  supporters  of  the  Labour  leader  have  at 
last  managed  to  win  control  of  the  party 
executive,  the  “newing”  of  Scottish  Labour  is 
under  way,  to  the  fuiy  of  the  “old”.  If  the 
executive  can  control  the  selection  of 
candidates  for  the  Scottish  parliament  then 
they  too  are  likely  to  be  Blairites. 

The  Labour  leader  said  yesterday  that 
even  if  Scots  vote  for  their  parliament  to 
have  tax-raising  powers,  Labour  members 
will  undertake  not  to  use  them  between  now 
and  the  next  general  election.  This  too  is 
anathema  to  old  Labour  Scots.  They  see  it  as 
an  emasculation  of  their  ambitions  and  are 
already  trying  to  portray  it  as  a  Westminster 
veto  on  Scottish  deliberations. 

What  they  most  dread  is  that  the  powers  of 
the  new  parliament  are  going  to  be  weaker 
than  those  agreed  at  the  constitutional 
convention.  Each  time  that  Mr  Blair  says 
something  designed  to  reassure  English 
voters,  they  interpret  it  as  backsliding.  They 
may  well  be  right. 

Mr  Blair,  they  scoff,  simply  wants  a 
parliament  north  of  the  border  that  will  not 
cause  trouble  for  him  as  Prime  Minister.  He 
would  be  sensible  to  do  so,  in  the  interests  of 
the  nation  as  well  as  of  himself.  For  while  a 
small  amount  of  tension  between  West¬ 
minster  and  Edinburgh  may  be  unavoid¬ 
able,  even  creative,  a  large  amount  could 
indeed  lead  to  the  nightmare  of  which  the 
Conservatives  warn.  The  Scottish  National¬ 
ists  could  exploit  discontent  as  a  wedge  to 
achieve  full  independence. 

Scottish  devolutionists  are  understand¬ 
ably  disappointed  that  they  may  not  achieve 
all  that  they  want,  and  that  they  have  long 
awaited  from  a  Labour  government.  But 
whatever  devolution  they  get  will  be  a  better 
outcome  for  them  than  the  status  quo. 


THE  TALEBAN  TACTIC 

Dark  Ages  at  home:  drug  smuggling  abroad 


Afghanistan  is  fast  disappearing  into  the 
primitive  obscurity  of  the  7th  century.  Each 
week  Radio  Shariat,  the  voice  of  the  bearded 
Islamic  zealots  who  now  rule  Kabul, 
announces  arbitrary  new  decrees.  Betty, 
quixotic  and  almost  comical  in  their  far¬ 
fetched  interpretation  of  religious  purity, 
they  are,  nevertheless,  the  building  blocks  of 
a  dictatorship  now  suffocating  the  nation. 

Photography,  television,  video  players 
and  music  are  banned  because  they  axe 
contrary  to  Islam.  Kite-flying  is  a  frivolous 
distraction  and  prohibited.  Football  offends 
religion  because  it  allows  men  to  show  their 
legs.  But  die  most  pernicious  decrees  are 
those  dealing  with  the  status  of  women. 
Thrown  out  of  work,  banned  from  public 
^appearance  unless  veiled  from  head  to  foot, 
“deprived  of  legal  rights,  they  are  obliged  to 
'  remain  secluded  at  home,  the  chattels  of 
ibeir  menfolk.  Kabul’s  schools  have  begun  a 
new  term  without  any  girls.  Women  must 
not  wear  white  socks  lest  they  are  attractive 
to  men.  House  owners  must  paint  over 
ground-floor  windows  in  case  passers-by  see 
a  woman  inside.  Indeed,  die  Taleban's 
attitude  was  summed  up  by  an  official  in  the 
Attorney  General’s  office:  “The  face  of  a 
~  woman  is  a  source  of  corruption  for  men.” 
’  Here  is  a  culture  suffering  not  only  extreme 
'  zealotry  but  institutionalised  misogyny. 

Poverty  and  despair  are  the  breeding 
grounds  of  fanaticism.  Few  countries  have 
suffered  more  or  seen  their  culture  so 
comprehensively  destroyed  by  alien  troops 
and  ideologies  than  Afghanistan.  Its  moun¬ 
tains  are  strewn  with  millions  of  mines;  its 
agriculture  is  ruined:  it  has  been  abandoned 
by  the  West,  forgotten  by  the  strategists  and 
left  to  its  own  murderous  post-communist 
-  civil  wars.  Ancient  tribal  and;  ethnic  rivalries 
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have  set  dan  against  dan.  For  years  rockets 
rained  down  on  the  besieged  capital  as 
warlords  battled  for  control.  The  men  of  the 
Taleban  were  successful,  not  least  because 
they  promised  peace,  stability,  unity  and  an 
iron  discipline. 

Like  the  Khmer  Rouge,  the  Afghan  victors 
are  now  putting  into  practice  the  extremism 
that  fuelled  their  fighting  spirit  This  poses  a 
dilemma  for  the  remaining  Western  agen¬ 
cies.  Should  die  Red  Cross  and  United 
Nations  relief  agencies  threaten  to  leave 
altogether  if  women’s  conditions  are  not 
improved,  or  should  they  remain  and 
attempt  to  mitigate  the  new  misery? 

A  less  principled  dilemma  faces  policy¬ 
makers  in  the  West.  In  the  new  Great  Game, 
Afghanistan  is  seen  as  a  way  of  weakening 
Iran,  whose  Shia  hierarchy  is  horrified  at 
being  outdone  in  Islamic  zeal  by  its  Sunni 
neighbours.  Western  policymakers  are  qui¬ 
etly  backing  attempts  by  Pakistan,  long-time 
backers  of  the  Taleban,  to  open  Afghanistan 
to  trade  and  transit.  Saudi  and  American 
interests  want  to  build  a  gas  pipeline  from 
Central  Asia.  Simply  by  not  condemning 
their  human  rights  record  more  forcefully, 
the  United  States  is  giving  the  new  rulers  of 
Kabul  free  rein. 

The  calculation  is  that  once  law  and  order 
are  established,  the  zealots  will,  under  the 
experience  of  government,  discover  prag¬ 
matism.  There  is  little  to  support  this  hope. 
More  compelling  is  the  evidence  that  the 
Taleban  are  harbouring  foreign  Islamic 
revolutionaries  and  financing  their  state 
through  a  huge  new  heroin  trade.  The 
Taleban  tactic  is  not  only  ro  impose  an 
obscurantist  regime  on  its  own  people:  it  is 
also  to  export  even  larger  quantities  of  drugs 
to  the  world  outside. 


WASHINGTON  WEDDING 


Rates  and  ratings  for  the  power  couple  from  DC 


ican  who  might  legitimately  be 
as  the  most  powerful  man  in  the 
be  married  tomorrow.  This  does 
that  bigamy  can  join  the  long  list 
hurled  at  Bill  Clinton  by  his  many 
.  The  man  about  to  tie  the  knot  is. 
jnspan.  Chairman  of  the  Federal 
aard  and  prime  influence  upon  the 
>  interest  rates. 

■esident  of  the  United  States 
ooks  an  impressive  figure.  He  has 
se.  a  fine  plane  and  a  phalanx  or 
ice  agents.  Mr  Clinton,  however, 
ned  by  Congress,  interest  groups, 
lion,  foreign  governments  and  the 
Reserve  Board.  His  room  for 
?  independent  action  is  much  more 
an  it  looks.  Lyndon  Johnson  once 
d  that  “the  only  power  I  nave  is 
id  no  one  will  let  me  use  that  . 
-ast,  Mr  Greenspan 
i.  Since  his  appointment  m  19S7he 
nated  the  world  economy.  His 
rmine  interest  rates,  stock  market 
[currency  values. Those  decisions 

wane*  here  in  Bnaua 

Sdutttred  by  Mr  “pan* 
horoughly  by  the  fmanaai  ajm- 
[ormally  his  vocabulary  is  delib- 
dphic.  Many  a 

^beencompletel^^by 

ony.  When,  last  I^nfoer.  h 
foe  rise  in  share  values  as 

;  world  briefly  crashed. 


Now  it  seems  that  Mr  Greenspan  has 
been  experiencing  some  exuberance  of  his 
own.  A  man  of  enormous  care  and  caution, 
he  has  spent  12  years  in  the  constant 
company  of  Andrea  Mitchell,  one  of  the  best 
rated  television  news  reporters  in  the  United 
States.  In  that  time  they  have  established 
themselves  as  the  premier  power  couple  in 
Washington.  Unexpectedly,  he  popped  the 
question  last  Christmas.  Even  on  this 
occasion  his  language  was  so  opaque,  ii  is 
said,  that  it  took  three  attempts  before  Ms 
Mitchell  realised  he  was  proposing. 

Washington  will  now  have  its  wedding  of 
foe  year  and  is  awash  with  excitemem.  This 
is  a  place  of  liberal  politics  and  conservative 
attitudes.  While  the  social  scene  has  coped 
with  its  most  prominent  cohabiting  couple, 
there  will  be  great  relief  that  this  71-year-old 
man  and  50-year-old  woman  have  finally 
become  conventional.  Crude  New  Yorkers 
will,  of  course,  analyse  the  ceremony  and 
honeymoon  for  clues  towards  interest  rate 
policy.  Washingtonians  are  simply  relieved 
that  dinner  party  etiquette  will  be  more 
straightforward  in  future. 

Unfortunately,  the  happy  couple  are 
unlikely  to  be  awash  with  expensive 
presents.  A  law  passed  last  year  means  that 
a  public  official  may  not  accepi  gifts 
exceeding  $20  in  value  from  anyone  with 
whom  he  might  have  professional  dealings. 
In  Mr  Greenspan’s  case  this  means  the 
population  of  the  planet  That  sounds  like  a 
lot  of  kettles  and  toasters. 
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Upholding  standards  in  public  life 


Italian  case  for  a 
force  in  Albania 

From  (he  Chairman  of  the  Italian 
Senate  Foreign  Affairs  Committee 
and  others 

Sir,  We  cannot  accept  your  suggestion 
in  a  leading  article  today  that  Italians 
should  “rethink” the  Albanian  expedi¬ 
tion  currently  being  prepared  in 
Rome.  The  consensus  in  Italy,  as  con¬ 
firmed  by  a  vote  in  Italy's  Lower 
House  yesterday,  is  that  our  country 
cannot  just  stand  by  and  watch  Alban¬ 
ia  self-destruct. 

Our  motives  for  supporting  and 
promoting  an  international  force 
whose  task,  as  sanctioned  by  foe.Uni- 
ted  Nations  Security  Council,  will  be 
to  protect  and  supervise  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  humanitarian  aid  in  Albania, 
are  not,  as  you  say.  mere  national  self- 
interest  —  for  all  that  such  a  motive  is 
in  itself  perfectly  legitimate  —  but 
rather  the  conviction  that  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  era  of  global  security  the  citizens 
of  Albania  have  every  right  to  expect 
the  international  community,  and 
Europe  in  particular,  to  shoulder 
some  responsibility  for  their  security 
and  wellbeing. 

The  sooner  this  happens,  the  better 
for  all.  as  testified  by  die  pressing  re¬ 
quests  being  made  by  all  sides  in  Al¬ 
bania.  even  by  community  leaders  in 
Valona,  the  port  town  currently  in  the 
hands  of  armed  rebels,  from  which 
the  ill-fated  victims  of  last  week’s  colli¬ 
sion  had  sailed  (report,  March  31).  It  is 
not  in  either  Italy's  or  our  European 
partners’  interest  to  allow  Albania  to 
become  a  festering  sore  in  Europe's 
southern  flank,  exporting  crime  and 
misery  across  the  continent. 

Italy,  we  believe,  deserves  gratitude 
both  for  having  taken  in,  quite  alone, 
over  13,000  refugees  and  for  volun¬ 
teering  to  lead  a  practically  difficult 
mission.  In  all  international  humani¬ 
tarian  or  peacekeeping  missions  car¬ 
ried  out  so  far  —  by  common  consent, 
including  Somalia  —  Italy's  armed 
forces  have  distinguished  themselves 
for  their  ability  in  undertaking  inter¬ 
national  police  tasks. 

Readers  of  The  Times  should  rest 
assured  that  neither  Italy's  Parlia¬ 
ment  nor,  indeed,  our  international 
partners  in  this  mission,  will  consent 
to  an  expedition  being  dispatched 
without  both  a  dear  mandate  and  a 
firm  agreement  on  chain  of  command 
and  division  of  duties. 

Yours  sincerely, 

GIAN  GIACOMO  MIGONE, 

Chairman. 

Senate  Foreign  Affairs  Committee. 

STEFANO  BOCO 
(Verdi  Llivo). 

JAS  GAWRONSKJ 
fForza  Italia). 

SAVE  RIO  SALVATORE  PORCARi 
(  Aiiianza  Nazicmlet. 

SAVE  RIO  VERTONE 
(Forza  lialiai. 

TANA  de  ZULU  ETA 

(Sinistra  Democratica  Ulivo). 

Palazzo  Madama,  00186  Rome. 

April  3. 


Catholic  doctrines 

From  Mr  Richard  Bedingfeld 

Sir.  For  those  of  us.  who  sincerely  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  Catholic  faith,  it  is  disturb¬ 
ing  ro  read  an  article  which  takes  the 
hierarchy  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  ro  task  as  caustically  as  Tom 
Murphy  does  TA  Priest  accused  of 
heresy".  Body  and  Mind,  April  I). 

The  Sri  Lankan  priest.  Father  Tissa 
Balasuriya.  has  openly  denounced 
doctrines  which  are  regarded  by  the 
Catholic  Church  as  being  part  of  div¬ 
inely  revealed  truth,  and  the  Church 
therefore  has  a  duly  to  the  faithful 
around  the  world  to  establish  that 
these  opinions  do  nor  represent  au¬ 
thentic  Catholic  teaching. 

Undeniably,  it  is  sad  that  Father 
Balasuriya  should  endure  excom¬ 
munication  at  72,  but  how  much  more 
of  a  loss  would  ir  be  if  communities  in 
Sri  Lanka  and  elsewhere  were  misin¬ 
formed  about  the  truth  as  a  result  of 
the  publication  of  his  book.  On  Mary 
and  Human  Liberation. 

Cardinal  Ramnger,  Prefect  of  the 
Sacred  Congregation  for  the  Doctrine 
of  the  Faith, "holds  a  thankless  position 
in  the  Vatican.  1  find  it  reassuring  that 
he  has  the  courage  to  fulfil  his  role  by 
condemning  error  where  it  appears. 

Yours  faithfully. 

RICHARD  BEDINGFELD, 

Oxburgh  Hall,  King’s  Lynn.  Norfolk. 
April  1. 


From  Mr  Mohamed  Al  Fayed 

Sir.  Sir  Edward  du  Carm  (letter,  April 
3)  says  John  Major  "deserves  credit” 
for  the  Nolan  committee  reforms  and 
the  Downey  inquiry.  There  would 
never  have  been  a  Nolan  committee 
but  for  the  disclosures  I  made,  first  to 
the  Prime  Minister  on  September  29, 
1994,  and  to  foe  press  on  October  20. 

1  did  this  in  foe  public  interest, 
notwithstanding  the  considerable  per¬ 
sonal  and  commercial  risks  involved. 
Sir  Gordon  Downey  would  never 
have  investigated  "cash  for  questions" 
if  1  had  not  forced  the  issue  in  front  of 
the  Commons  Rivi leges  Committee, 
despite  foe  efforts  of  some  of  the 
members  to  restrict  my  testimony 
when  I  appeared  before  it  on  Novem¬ 
ber  1. 1995. 

Sir  Edward  says  I  "wasted  parlia¬ 
mentary  time  and  taxpayers'  money 
by  making  a  monstrous  allegation 
against  foe  Home  Secretary".  Sir  Gor¬ 
don  Downey  did  not  see  it  like  that 
and  found  no  fault  with  me  (report. 
March  7,  later  editions).  Rather,  he 
said:  "I  have  no  reason  (u  think  foar 
Mr  Al  Fayed  is  nor  telling  foe  truth  as 
he  sees  it."  He  stated:  "Mr  Al  Fayed 
has  discovered  fragments  of  evidence 
which,  when -pieced  together,  seem  to 
support  the  explanation  of  a  bribe ...” 

Even  though  he  did  not  uphold  my 
complaint.  Sir  Gordon  made  no  criti¬ 
cism  which  could  justify  Sir  Edward's 
charge  that  my  complaint  was  vexa¬ 
tious.  His  demand  that  I  face  “justice” 


From  Mrs  Elizabeth  Gaskell  Syms 

Sir,  Perhaps  the  most  disquieting  ele¬ 
ment  of  Masonic  influence  in  the  civil 
courts  (“On  the  square,  but  are  they 
on  the  level?".  Law,  April  1)  is  that 
many  Masons  will  deny  membership. 
Without  a  statutory  and  supervised 
register  of  foe  interests  and  member¬ 
ship  of  foe  judiciaiy.  foe  legal  profes¬ 
sions  and  oouri  officials,  how  can  list¬ 
ing  clerks  avoid  the  risk  of  perverting 
the  course  of  justice? 

In  his  letter  of  March  28  Mr  M.  B. 
S.  Higham,  the  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
refers  to  Freemasons*  exemption  from 
foe  Unlawful  Societies  Act  1799 
(obtained  by  lobbying  foe  then  Prime 
Minister).  In  fact,  this  Act,  which  was 
repealed  in  1967.  imposed  restrictions 
on  Masons,  including  registering  all 
members  of  each  lodge  with  foe  clerk 
of  the  peace. 

Is  that  so  different  from  the  Home 
Affairs  Select  Committee's  latest  re¬ 
commendations  (report,  March  2bj 
which  now  have  foe  Masons  all  of  a 
tizzy? 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  N.  GASKELLSYMS. 

86  Victoria  Road. 

Barnet,  Hertfordshire. 

April  I. 


Fanners  and  hunting 

From  Mr  James  Crvsbie  Dawson 

Sir,  MrG.  W.  Baron  (letter,  March  28) 
is  surely  naive  id  suggest  that  one  of 
the  reasons  why  farmers  plant  and 
preserve  hedgerows,  copses,  etc.  is 
their  “natural  respect  fora  varied  and 
attractive  countryside".  A  few  may  do 
this.  Most  do  so  because  of  the 
sporting  benefits  that  such  habitats 
.produce. 

Speaking  personally.  I  could  easily 
run  my  farm  without  any  hedges  and 
would  probably  farm  better  as  a. 
result.  The  reduction  in  the  herbivore 
population  would  undoubtedly  bene¬ 
fit  the  crops. 

Anyone  who  doubts  foe  feasibility 
of  farming  without  trees  should  take  a 
trip  through  the  grain-growing  areas 
of  northern  France,  where  every 
square  metre  is  cropped.  The  crops 
look  magnificent  and  yield  acconi- 
ingly. 

Any  attempt  to  restrict  field  sports 
by  legislation  will  undoubtedly  have 
an  adverse  effect  on  the  countryside  as 
we  know  it.  and  in  many  cases  could 
only  ever  be  partially  effective.  Hunt¬ 
ing,  shooting,  etc,  will  always  go  hand 
in  hand  with  conservation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  CRQ5BIE  DAWSON. 

Nurthington  Farm. 

Overton,  Hampshire. 

April  3. 


is  rich  indeed  from  a  man  who,  as 
chairman  of  Lonrho.  led  a  lengthy 
parliamentary  campaign  against  me. 
Yours  faithfully, 

M.  AL  FAYED, 

Chairman, 

Harrods  Ltd.  Knightshridge.  SWl. 
April  3. 

From  Mr  Stephen  Axbey 

Sir,  I  resent  the  Conservatives  saying 
that  they  wish  to  move  away  from 
sleaze  in  order  to  concentrate  on  the 
"rear  election  issues. 

In  my  view  sleaze  is  a  real  issue.  It  is 
the  belief  that  standards  in  public  life 
aren’t  vety  important  to  ordinary  peo¬ 
ple  that  has  helped  lead  so  many  Tor¬ 
ies  into  trouble  in  the  first  place. 

Yours  etc, 

STEPHEN  AXBEY. 

40  Heathfield  North, 

Twickenham.  Middlesex. 

April  3. 

From  Mr  Peter  Roxburgh 

Sir,  1  see  in  today's  edition  that  the 
Conservative  Party  is  paying  some¬ 
body  to  fallow  Tony  Blair  dressed  as  a 
chicken.  Perhaps  Mr  Blair  should  res¬ 
pond  in  kind  and  pay  someone  to  fol¬ 
low  John  Major  dressed  as  a  large 
brown  envelope? 

Yours  faithfully. 

P.  ROXBURGH. 

9  Festing  Road.  Putney.  SWI5. 

April  3. 


From  MrJ.  E.  Bloomfield 

Sir,  As  a  Mason,  a  Rotarian  and 
former  member  of  the  Round  Table 
(you  have  to  retire  at  40),  1  know  that 
all  three  of  these  organisations  have 
common  aims  of  fellowship  (or 
brotherhood),  goodwill  to  all  men  and 
charity. 

It  is  obligatory  for  Round  Tablers 
and  Rotarian s  to  wear  lapel  badges. 
Such  badges  are  available  for  Masons 
but  it  is  not  obligatory  to  wear  them. 

Masons  contribute  significantly  to 
local  charities,  many  of  them  non- 
Masonic.  Virtually  every  hospice  in 
the  land  receives  annually  large  meas¬ 
ures  of  Masonic  monetary  support. 
Masons  go  quietly  about  their  support 
for  worthy  causes  and  do  nor  ad¬ 
vertise. 

There  is.  locally,  a  boat  which  offers 
free  trips  for  disabled  people.  Embla¬ 
zoned  on  it  are  Rotary,  Round  Table 
and  Lions  logos.  It  is  also  supported 
by  a  local  lodge,  but  this  is  only  shown 
in  the  boat-owner*  accounts.' 

Yours  faithfully. 

JOHN  BLOOMFIELD, 

(Past  Master,  Lodge  of  Concord, 
Southampton), 

Reynolds  Cottage, 

Mill  Lane,  Brockenhurst,  Hampshire. 
April  Z 


‘Completing’  Elgar 

From  Mr  Raymond  Monk  . 

Sir.  Mr  Paul  Grafton's  letter  (March 
29),  which  sought  to  justify  the  Elgar 
family's  support  for  the  "completion" 
by  Anthony  Payne  of  Elgar’s  Third 
Symphony,  was  in  my  view  unfair  to 
the  memory  of  the  composer’s  daugh¬ 
ter.  Carice  Elgar  Blake.  Carice,  who 
was  my  friend,  was  not,  as  Mr  Graf¬ 
ton  suggests,  in  any  way  responsible 
for  the  present  highly  unsatisfactory 
situation.  The  agreement  she  signed 
in  July  1934  with  Sir  John  Reith  (act¬ 
ing  on  behalf  of  the  BBC)  was  specifi¬ 
cally  designed  to  prevent  any  such 
"tinkering"  with  the  sketches.  The  re¬ 
levant  clause  being: 

The  Corpora  non  for  itself  its  successors  and 
assigns  hereby  undertakes  and  agrees  that 
none  of  the  said  manuscripts  shall  ever  be 
published  either  in  whole  or  in  part  and 
that  they  will  not  permit  any  person  what¬ 
ever  to  have  access  to  the  said  manuscripts 
for  the  purpose  of  finishing  or  completing 
or  making  any  alteration. 

Perhaps,  therefore,  it  is  the  BBC 
which  should  be  called  to  account  in 
this  matter  and  not  my  late  friend, 
who  did  everything  possible  to  meet 
her  father*  dying  wish. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RAYMOND  MONK  (Senior  Trustee. 
The  Elgar  Foundation.  Leicester), 

19  Severn  Street,  Leicester. 

March  31. 


Freemasons’  role  in  law  and  charity 


Cavalry  charges 

From  Major  L  E.  N.  Neville-Jones 

Sir.  like  Mr  Bridgewater  and  Gene¬ 
ral  Friedberger  (letters,  March  31)  1 
was  surprised  to  read  (report.  March 
2b)  that  foe  charge  at  Omdurman  in 
1S98  "is  generally  considered  io  be  the 
last  (British  Army)  cavalry  charge".  A 
lot  of  old  Yeomen  must  rum  in  their 
graves  every  time  they  hear  this  sug¬ 
gestion. 

For  instance,  the  Queen's  Own  Dor¬ 
set  Yeomanry,  on  February  28. 19lt>.  in 
the  Western  Desen,  found  themselves 
alone  on  the  battlefield  faced  by  the 
rearguard  of  a  force  of  Senussi  who 
had 'invaded  Egypt  and  were  under 
Turkish  officers. 

The  regiment,  which  could  only 
muster  1%  men  including  the  cooks 
and  the  farriers  respectively  with  their 
cleavers  and  branding  irons,  charged 
over  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  firm 
sand  and  completely  routed  the 
enemy,  who  numbered  more  than  500 
men  with  rifles  and  three  machine 
guns. 

Colonel  Souier  and  lieutenant 
Blafcsley.  both  of  whose  horses  had 


been  shot  from  under  them,  captured 
their  Commander.  Jaafa  Pasha.  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Peyton,  who  commanded 
the  British  force,  later  said:  "I  believe 
that  1  am  right  in  saying  that  they 
(QODY)  were  foe  first  Cavalry  Regi¬ 
ment  to  show  that  it  was  possible  for 
determined  horsemen  to  ride  through 
machine  guns  in  action." 

The  regiment  did  just  that  on  four 
more  occasions  in  Palestine,  the  last 
being  ai  Er  Remte  on  September  27. 
1918.  Four  days  later  the  Australian 
Light  Horse  Regiment  tarried  out  a 
mounted  charge  near  Duma;  and  the 
Mysore  Lancers,  together  with  the 
Jodhpore  Lancers,  did  the  same  bn 
October  26,  near  Aleppo. 

Sadfy  foe  Queen’s  Own  Dorset  Yeo- 
mafnry  were  stood  down  in  1967.  but  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  yesterday.  April  1. 


Weekend  Money  letters,  page  37 


Letters  for  publication  should  carry 
contact  telephone  numbers.  We 
regret  that  we  cannot  accept 
letters  by  telephone  but  they 
may  be  sent  by  fax  to  0171-782  5046.  • 


1997,  a  new  armour  replacement  regi¬ 
ment  was  formed  at  Bovington  —  The 
Dorset  Yeomanry. 

Yours  sincerely. 

EDWARD  NEVILLE-JONES, 
(General  Organiser  and  Honorary 
Archivist,  Queen's  Own  Dorset 
Yeomanry  &  Dorset  Garrison 
Old  Comrades  Association). 

Audlem  House. 

6S  Blake  Hill  Crescent. 

LfilipuL  Pbole,  Dorset. 

April  1 

From  Mrs  Joan  Whateley 

Sir.  I  was  particularly  interested  in 
Mr  Bridgewater's  letter.  My  grand¬ 
father,  Major  W.  H.  King,  of  the  21st 
Lancers,  took  part  in  foe  Omdurman 
charge  of  1898  and  my  father.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  F.  H.  King,  of  foe  Warwickslure 
Yeomanry,  took  part  in  foe  charge  of 
1917  against  the  Turkish  guns  at  Huj, 
near  Gaza. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOAN  WHATELEY  (mte  King). 
Rosemary,. 

Walkers  Green,  Marden,  Hereford. 
April  I. 


How  loyal  readers 

earn  their  prizes 

From  the  Editor  of 
New  Innkeeper  Magazine 

Sir.  The  topic  of  reader  competitions 
(Mr  J.  F.  K.  Hinde’S  letter,  April  2) 
causes  some  hilarity,  as  well  as  ser¬ 
ious  concern,  among  journalists  in  the 
rrade  press  where,  if  the  competition 
is  too  simple,  reader  response  can  be 
in  inverse  proportion  to  the  value  of 
foe  prize. 

A  fellow  editor  confesses  having 
had  no  entries  whatsoever  for  a  com¬ 
petition  offering  an  all-expenses -paid 
VTP  week  for  two  in  Chicago.  The 
questions  for  this  competition,  like 
that  noted  by  Mr  Hinde.  contained  all 
the  answers.  On  another  market-lead¬ 
ing  magazine  which  I  once  edited  (cir¬ 
culation  36.000).  we  could  receive  sev¬ 
en  or  eight  entries  for  simple  competi¬ 
tions  with  very  attractive  prizes  such 
as  VIP  weekends  in  European  capi¬ 
tals.  However,  at  foe  same  time  we  at¬ 
tracted  a  truly  outstanding  6 00  res¬ 
ponses  to  a  competition  for  which  foe 
top  prize  was  a  Guinness  T-shirt. 

Not  surprisingly,  our  conclusion  is 
that  if  the  competition  is  simple,  make 
the  prize  "winnable"  —  ie.  modest 
And  if  foe  prize  is  valuable  make  read¬ 
ers  work  for  it.  This  magazine  has  just 
'sent  a  group  of  eight  readers  on  an  all- 
paid  week  in  New  Orleans  as  a  prize 
to  a  competition,'  but  entrants  had  to 
submit  to  a  six-months-long  postal 
"Business  Game",  with  the  aim  of 
helping  publicans  develop  new  busi¬ 
ness  skills.  Just  under  1,000  people 
joined  in  (b  per  cent  of  circulation). 

The  moral  is:  enter  newspaper  com¬ 
petitions  —  foe  odds  are  better  than 
foe  lottery. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ANDREW  PALMER.  Editor, 

New  Innkeeper  Magazine, 

The  British  institute  of  Innkeeping. 
Wessex  House, 

80  Park  Street,  Camberley.  Surrey. 
April  3. 


Seek  and  fail  to  find 

From  Mr  Richard  Exworthy 

Sir,  Mr  Jolm  Murphy  (letter,  April  2) 
bemoans  foe  poor  stare  of  leadership 
and  standard  set  by  those  in  positions 
of  trust  and  authority  and  asks  from 
what  source  he  should  seek  better  ex¬ 
amples. 

I  suggest  that  he  looks  at  my  two 
children,  aged  three  and  six.  They 
seem  less  confused  than  their  parents: 
understand  each  other  better  than 
rheir  teachers;  enjoy  better  health 
than  their  doctors:  are  incapable  of 
real  sin:  possess  more  self-confidence 
than  any  psychiatrist;  and  have  clear¬ 
er  thought  than  a  guru. 

Only  with  politicians  do  they  com¬ 
pare.  Children  are  self-serving,  de¬ 
vious  and  never  to  be  trusted.  Thank¬ 
fully  they  are  such  hopeless  bars  that 
we  always  know  whether  to  believe 
them.  It  appears,  however,  that  with 
politicians  we  sometimes  have  to  wait 
until  after  we  have  voted  for  them  be¬ 
fore  we  learn  foe  truth. 

Yours  faithfully. 

R.  EXWORTHY. 

24  Agar  House, 

Denmark  Road,  Kingston,  Surrey. 
April  Z 

From  Mr  Michael  Allen 

Sir,  I  am  fortunately  of  foe  generation 
that  has  the  answer  to  John  Murphy's 
question. 

It  is  —  “within  yourself". 

Yours  sincerely. 

MICHAEL  ALLEN. 

44  Campden  Hill  Court. 

Campden  Hill  Road,  W8. 

April  Z 

From  MrS.  J.  Traynar 

Sir.  Mr  Murphy  despairs  at  foe  lack 
of  a  good  role  model  for  his  life. 

Try  Jesus! 

Yours  faithfully. 

S. J.  TRAYNAR, 

74  Conrad  Road,  With  am.  Essex. 

April  2. 


Small  is  beautiful 

From  Mr  Alan  Millard 

Sir,  Thank  you  for  featuring  Rutland 
(report  and  photographs,  March  31) 
with  its  delightful  motto  Multum  in 
parvo  —  a  lot  in  a  little.  As  I  am  only 
five  feet  four  inches  rail,  with  a  Ten¬ 
dency  towards  rotundity.  I  have  de¬ 
rided  to  adopt  foe  motto  for  myself. 

Yours  sincerely, 

ALAN  MILLARD, 

8  Medina  Court. 

Marine  Parade  West, 

Lee-on-th  e-Solent.  Hampshire. 

April  I. 


Bit  of  a  mix-up 

From  Mrs  Rae  Michaelis 

Sir,  Atheists  and  physicists  perhaps 
share  foe  same  confusion  Getters, 
March  19,  25,  27).  Niels  Bohr,  the 
Danish  nuclear  physicist  and  Nobel 
prizewinner,  often  shared  his  favour¬ 
ite  story  as  follows: 

A  physicist  hung  a  horseshoe  on  the 
door  of  his  laboratory.  His  surprised 
colleagues  asked  whether  he  thought 
ii  would  bring  him  hick  in  his  experi¬ 
ments.  “No,  1  don’t  believe  in  supersti¬ 
tions,*'  he  said,  “but  I  have  been  told 
that  ir  works  even  if  you  don!  believe 
in  it" 

Yours  faithfully, 

RAE  MICHAELIS, 

Lynfield, 

2d  Lynwood  Grove.  Orpington,  Kent. 
April  l. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


WINDSOR  CASTLE 
April  4:  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh. 
Trustee;  this  morning  attended  a 
Meeting  of  the  Council.  fbQowed 
by  lunch,  at  St  George's  House; 
Windsor  Castle. 

ST  JAMES’S  PALACE 

April  -L  The  Prince  of  Wales  this 

morning  visited  The  Permanent 

Joint  Headquarters  at  Norlfrwood. 

Middlesex. 


Latest  wills 

Sir  Evelyn  Delves  Broughton,  of 
Nantwidu  Cheshire,  left  estate 
valued  at  £3.962,702 net.  He  left  his 
estate  mostly  to  relatives. 

The  Countess  of  Perth,  of 
StobhalL  fay  Perth.  Scotland,  left 
estate  valued  at  £303,189  net 
Baroness  Bilk  of  London  Wl,  left 
estate  valued  at  E709.477  net 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
April  4: 

The  Princess  Royal,  accompanied 
by  Captain  Timothy  Laurence, 
RN,  today  attended  the  Inter¬ 
national  Festival  of  Youth  Rugby 
Finals  at  Munayfield  and  was 
received  by  Her  Majesty's  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  City  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  (Mr  Eric  Milligan,  the 
Right  Hem  the  Lord  Provost). 


Royal  engagements 

TODAY: 

The  Duke  of  York  will  attend 
ceremonies  at  RAF  CnutweU  at 
1230pm  to  mark  the  amal¬ 
gamation  of  the  Royal  Auxiliary 
Air  Force  and  the  Royal  Air  Force 
Volunteer  Reserve. 

The  Princess  Royal  will  attend  the 
150th  anniversary  of  the  Grand 
.  National  at  Aintree  at  noon. 

TOMORROW: 

Princess  Margaret  will  attend  a 
service  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
success  erf  the  abbey  appeal  at 
Tewkesbury  Abbey  at  230pm  and 
wQl  open  the  new  visitor  centre. 


Legal 

Professor  Sir  Geoffrey  Wilkinson.  annnintmPTlt 
of  London  SW1.  left  estate  valued  dppOUUmcm 

His  Honour  Jud8*  PetK  ^ 
Jean  Kadianre  from  the  South  Eastern 

dale;  of  Market  Drayton.  Shrop-  cm^ 


Anniversaries 


Gregory  Peck.  left,  the  actor,  who  is  SI  today,  and 
An£t  Prwin,  die  conductor,  who  is  68  tomorrow 

Weekend  birthdays 


Lord  Frederick  Windsor  is  18  years 
old  tomorrow. 

TODAY:  Professor  John  Albery. 
FRS,  Master.  University  Gofiege, 
Oxford.  61;  Miss  Jane  Asher, 
actress.  SI:  Mr  Michael  Bryant, 
actor.  69:  Mr  James  Buckley,  chief 
executive,  Baltic  Exchange.  53;  Mr 
Andrew  Buxton,  chairman.  Bar¬ 
clays  Bank.  58;  Baroness 
Delacourt-Smhh  of  Aheryn.81;  Mr 
Tom  Finney,  former  footballer.  75; 
Dr  John  Gilbert.  MP.  70:  Mr 
Arthur  Hailey,  author.  77;  Mr 
Nigd  Hawthorne,  actor.  68;  Sir 
Douglas  Henley,  former  Auditor- 
General.  78. 

Professor  Denis  Lawton,  former 
Director,  London  University  In¬ 
stitute  of  Education.  66;  Admiral 
Sir  Michael  Livesay.  former  Ad¬ 
miral  President.  RN  College 
Greenwich,  61;  Professor  Donald 
Lynden-BeU,  astronomer.  62;  Mr 
Robert  E.  McKee,  former  chair¬ 
man  and  managing  director. 
Conoco  (UK).  SI;  Mr  Stuart  May, 
senior  partner.  Theodore  God¬ 
dard,  60,  Professor  Peter  Moore, 
former  Principal.  London  Business 
School  69;  Mr  Stanley  Onne,  MP. 
74:  Mr  Gregory  Peck.  actor.-  81; 
Miss  Jennifer  Penney,  ballerina. 


51;  General  Colin  Ffowdl,  KCB, 
former  Chairman.  American  Joint 
duds  of  Staff.  60;  Lord  Roddey. 
53. 

TOMORROW;  Mr  Franta  Beisky, 
sculptor.  76:  Sir  Paul  Beresford. 
MP.  51:  Miss  Joan  Bernard,  for¬ 
mer  Principal  Trevelyan  College. 
Durham.  79;  Mr  Rodney 
BickerstaSe,  trade  unionist.  52;  Mr 
Rmy  Bremher.  impressionist.  36; 
Mrs  Anne  Campbell  MP.  57:  Miss 
Joan  Carlyle,  soprano.  66:  Mr 
Bernard  Carter,  painter  and 
etcher,  77;  Mp  Harry  Conroy, 
former  trade  unionist  54;  Mr 
Roger  Cook,  investigative  journal¬ 
ist  and  broadcaster,  54;  Mr  Paul 
Daniels,  magjrian,  59;  Admiral  Sir 
Desmond  Dreyer.  87;  Mr  Julian 
Faber,  former  chairman.  Willis 
Faber,  80;  Mr  Willis  Hall  writer. 
6%  Professor  David  Ingram,  for¬ 
mer  Vice-Chancellor.  University  of 
Kent  at  Canterbury,  70;  Mr  Justice 
Knox.  72;  the  Duke  of  Montrose. 
62;  Lord  Moore  of  Wolvercote.  76; 
the  Rev  Ian  Paisley,  MP.  MEP.  7]; 
Miss  Felicity  Palmer,  mezzo-so¬ 
prano,  53;  Mr  Andrt  Previn.  KBE, 
conductor.  68;  Sir  Marcus 
Worsley.  Lord-Lieutenant  of  North 
Yorkshire,  72. 


TODAY 

BIRTHS: 

Thomas  Hobbes,  philosopher, 
Malmesbury.  Wiltshire,  1588;  Jean 
Honor*  Fragonard.  painter. 
Grasse.  France.  1732;  Sir  Henry 
Havekxk.  general,  relieved  Luck¬ 
now  during  the  Indian  Mutiny. 
Sunderland,  1795. 

Joseph  Lister.  Baron  lister,  sur¬ 
geon  and  founder  of  antiseptic 
medicine.  Upton.  Essex.  1827; 
Algernon  Swinburne,  poet  and 
critic.  London.  1837;  Spoicer 
Tracy,  actor.  Milwaukee.  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  1900;  Herbert  von  Karajan, 
conductor,  Salzburg.  1908. 

DEATHS: 

William  Brouncker.  2nd  Viscount 
Brouncker,  mathematician.  Brat 
President  of  the  Rcyal  Society  1662- 
77,  London.  1684. 

Georges-Jacques  Danton. 
French  Revolution  leader,  exe¬ 
cuted.  Paris.  1794;  Robert  Railoes. 
pioneer  of  Sunday  schools, 
Gloucester,  181L  George  Edward 
Herbert.  5th  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
archaeologist.  Cairo.  1923;  Doug¬ 
las  MacArthur,  American  army 
general.  Washington.  1964: 
Chiang  Kai-shek,  head  of  the 
National  Government  in  China 
1928-49.  Taiwan.  1975. 

Howard  Hughes;  manufacturer, 
aviator  and  film  producer,  an 
flight  to  Houston.  Texas,  1976;  Sir 
Arthur  Harris.  Marshal  of  the 
RAF.  Goring.  Oxfordshire,  1984. 

Johann  Strauss's  opera  Die 
Fledermauswas  first  performed  in 
Vienna.  1874. 

The  trial  of  Oscar  Wilde  began  at 
the  Old  Bailey  for  offences  arising 
from  his  friendship  with  Lord 
Alfred  Douglas,  1895. 


Winston  Churchill  resigned  as 
Prime  Minister.  1955. 

The  British  task  force  sailed  from 
Southampton  for  the  Falkland 
Islands  after  the  invasion  by 
Argentina.  1982. 

TOMORROW 

BIRTHS: 

Jean  Baptiste  Rousseau,  poet, 
Paris.  1671;  James  Mill  utilitarian 
philosopher.  Logiepctn.  near  Mon¬ 
trose.  1773;  Alexander  Herzen, 
writer  and  socialist.  Moscow,  1812; 
Harry  Houdinl  escapologist, 
Appleton.  Wisconsin,  1874. 

Anthony  Herman  Fokker,  avi¬ 
ator,  aircraft  designer  and  manu¬ 
facturer,  Kederi,  Java.  1890. 

DEATHS: 

King  Richard  1,  reigned  1189-99, 
Chalun.  France.  1199;  Raphael, 
painter,  Rome.  1520;  Albrecht  Du- 
rer,  painter  and  engraver.  Nurem¬ 
berg,  1528;  Sir  Francis  Wal- 
singham,  statesman,  London. 
1590. 

John  Stow,  antiquary.  London. 
1605;  Sir  Seymour  Hicks.  Fleet. 
Hampshire.  1949;  Jules  Bordet, 
bacteriologist,  Nobel  laureate  1919, 
Brussels.  1961;  Igor  Stravinsky, 
composer,  New  York.  1971. 

An  earthquake  tremor  damaged  St 
Paul's  Cathedral  and  other 
London  churches.  1580. 

The  Mormon  Church  was  founded 
by  Joseph  Smith  at  Fayette,  New 
York,  1830. 

Robert  ftary  arrived  ar  the  North 
Pole,  1909. 

Hie  United  States  declared  war  on 
Germany.  1917. 


Church  news 

Appointments 

The  Rev  David  Richards.  Priest-in¬ 
ch  aree.  Stratford.  St  John.  Christ 
Church  and  Forest  Gate.  St  James: 
to  be  Vicar.  Stratford.  St  John. 
Christ  Church  and  Forest  Gate.  St 
James  (Chelmsford). 

The  Rev  Then  SamueL  Vicar.  St 
Martin.  West  Drayton;  now  also  a 
Prebendary  of  St  Paul's  Cathedral 
(London). 

The  Rev  Harry  Smart.  Assistant 
Curate.  Thirsk  Team  Ministry 
(York):  to  be  Assistant  Curate.  St 
Leonard's.  Norwood.  Sheffield 
(Sheffield). 

Canon  Christopher  Smith,  Resi¬ 
dentiary  Canon  of  Sheffield  Cathe¬ 
dral:  to  be  also  Bishop'S  Adviser  on 
the  Paranormal  (Sheffield). 

The  Rev  Craig  Smith.  Assistant 
Curare.  Bramky  and  Rpvenfield  w 
H  oo  ton  Roberts  and  Braithweil 
(Sheffield):  to  be  Assistant  Curate. 
Rainham  (Chelmsford). 

The  Rev  John  Troop.  Priest-in- 
charge.  St  Cofumba's.  Southwkk; 
to  be  Vicar  of  that  benefice 
(Durham). 

The  Rev  David  Wade;  Priest-in¬ 
charge.  Victoria  Docks.  St  Luke  to 
be  Vicar.  Victoria  Docks.  St  Luke 
(Chelmsford). 

gndpiafinnsiml  irliremfttts 
Canon  Eric  Buchanan.  Vicar. 
Higham  Ferrers  w  Chdveston 
(Peterborough):  to  retire  April  20. 
The  Rev  Patrick  Campbell.  Vicar, 
Wybunbury  and  Doddington 
(Chester):  retired  January  31. 

The  Rev  Andrew  Coteby.  Team 
Vicar.  G  lead  less.  Sheffield  (Shef¬ 
field):  to  resign  July  31. 

The  Rev  Derek  Hodgson.  Vicar.  St 
Michael’s,  Mytholmroyd  (Wake¬ 
field):  to  retire  May  31. 

The  Rev  Oystein  Holth.  Priest-in¬ 
charge.  St  Barnabas.  Pimlico 
(London):  retired  February  28. 

The  Rev  David  Johnson.  Vicar, 
Cbxwold  and  Husthwa/te  (York): 
to  retire  November  30. 

The  Rev  Barry  Oakley,  Vicar.  All 
Saints.  Edmonton  (London):  to 
retire  October  1. 


Luncheon 

Lord  Mayor  of  Westminster 
The  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  May¬ 
oress  of  Westminster  were  the 
hosts  at  a  luncheon  held  yesterday 
at  City  Hall.  Among  those  present 
were: 

The  Ambassador  of  Bolivia,  die 
Ambassador  of  Austria,  the 
Ambassador  of  Cdtodlvoire.  Lady 
Fretwell,  the  Mayor  of  Wands¬ 
worth.  Mr  Alderman  Gavin  Ar¬ 
thur.  Mr  Daniel  Battsek. 
Councillor  David  Harvey.  Mr 
Robert  M  axled  and  Mr  and  Mrs 
William  Wilder. 


Awards 

The  Royal  Aero  dob 
The  Royal  Aero  Club  annual 
awards  ceremony  will  be  held  at 
Goldsmiths’  Hall  on  April  15.  For 
tickets  please  write  to  Kimberley 
House.  Vaughan  Way.  Leicester. 
LEI  4SG  or  telephone  0116-253 
1051. 


Reception 


National  Association  of  Dec¬ 
orative  and  Fine  Arts  Societies 
HRH  The  Duchess  of  Gloucester. 
Efatron  of  NaDFAS,  attended  a 
reception  at  Hampton  Court  Pal¬ 
ace  to  mark  the  Silver  Jubilee  of 
Young  NADFAS  on  Thursday. 
April  3. 1997. 


Service  dinner 

9tb  Battalion  Parachute 
Regiment 

Major  W.R.  Mills  presided  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  9th  Battalion. 
The  Ruachute  Regiment  Officers’ 
Dining  Chib  held  last  night  at  the 
Army  and  Navy  Club. 


First  Sunday  after  Easter 
ST  ANDREWS  CATHEDRAL  ABER¬ 
DEEN:  8  HC  I0J5  S  Eucfa.  Quiet  Hour 
(OMroyd),  Lord  Cor  the  tender  mercies  sake 
(Hilton). 

ARMAGH  CATHEDRAL:  I0HC;  11  Choral 
Euch.  Missa  Same  Alhano  (Wfflan).  O  taste 
and  see  (Vaughan  Williams).  Canon  J  Bartmu 
3.15  dural  E.  Responses  (Moriey).  Stanford 
in  B'flstf.  White). 

BELFAST  CATHEDRAL  10  HC;  II S  Euch. 
God  be  in  my  head  (Rutter).  Jackson  in  G.  Ufa 
caritas  (Du  ruffe):  3 JO  Choral  E.  Sumsion  in 
G.  Expedans  expects  vi  (Wood). 
BIRMINGHAM  CATHEDRAL:  9  MP-.9.15 
HC;  II  Choral  Euch.  Missa  Aurora  Luds 
(Gloria).  Missa  Arcana  pefiboat).  Since  by 
man  came  death  (Handel),  The  Pravosc  4 
Chora/  E,  Responses  (Stormont).  Howells  in 
G.  My  beloved  spake  (Hadley). 

BRECON  CATHEDRAL:  8  Holy  Eudu  II 
M.  Te  Deum  (Boyce  in  Q.  This  joyful 
Eastertide  (Dutch  Carol).  Canon  Hughes;  330 
E.  Hylton  Stewart  in  C,  Ye  choirs  of  new 
Jerusalem  (Stanford). 

CANTERBURY  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC;  9 JO 
M:  11  S  Euch.  Missa  Sancri  Nicolai  (Haydn). 
These  are  they  that  follow  the  lamb  (Goss), 
Rev  R  Symon:  3J5  E.  Collegium  Regale 
(Howells),  Rise  heart  (Vaughan  Williams); 
f»J0  Compline.  The  Precentor. 

CARLISLE  CATHEDRAL:  7.45  M;  S  HC; 
1030  S  Euch,  Darke  in  E.  This  joyful 
Eastertide  (Harris).  The  Dean;  3  E.  This  is  the 
day  the  Lord  hath  made  (Anon).  Responses 
(Sumsion).  Stanford  in  F.  Sing  ye  to  die  Lord 
(Bairstow). 

CHELMSFORD  CATHEDRAL: 730  MP.8 
HC  Canon  B  Thompson:  930  Euch.  Rev  R 
Matthews;  11.15  S  Euch.  Sumsion  in  F.  This 
jayfol  Eastertide  (arr.  Wood).  Rev  R  Mat¬ 
thews;  6  Choral  E.  Collegium  Regale  (How¬ 
ells),  Since  by  Man  came  death  &  Hallelujah 
Chorus  (Handel).  Rev  R  Matthews. 
CHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  7.45  Li  S  HC  10  . 
Euch.  &  Baptism.  Sprit  of  the  firing  God 
(Wright).  Magdalen  cease  from  sobs  and 
sighs  (Hurfordl.  Canon  T  Dennis;  1130 
Choral  M.Te  Deum  &  Jubilate  (Stanford  in  B 
flat).  The  Dean;  330  Choral  £.  Second  Service 
(Byrd);  630  ES.  The  Dean. 

CHICHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC:  10  M. 
Te  Dnun  (Plainsong),  Jubilate  (Britten  in  Q. 
Remember  not  Lord  (PUredQ.  Rev  D 
MaundrdL-  Jl  S  Euth,  Missa  Range  Lingua 
(Josquin  des  Prez).  I  heard  a  voice  (Tomkins). 
The  Treasurer. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL.  Ox¬ 
ford:  8  HC;  10  M  &  Sermon.  Canon  Force; 
11.15  S  Euch.  Mass  for  four  voices  (Byrd). 
Locus  Iste  a  Deo  factus  est  (Bruckner).  Canon 
Jeffery;  6  E.  Stanford  in  C.  This  joyful 
Eastertide  (Wood). 

COVENTRY  CATHEDRAL:  7.40  MP.  8 
Communion;  1030  Euch.  Aston  in  F.  Locus 
isle  (Bruckner).  Ave  verum  (Elgar).  Canon  P 
Oestrrichen  5  E.  O  praise  the  Lord  (Batten). 
Responses  (nankins).  Ireland  in  F.  Blessed  be 
die  God  and  Father  (Westey).  . 

DURHAM  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC,  Canon  M 
Fteny:  10  M,  Boyce  mC,  They  day  draws  on 
with  golden  fight  (Bairstow)-  Fev  C  Beales; 
11.15  HC  Ireland  in  C  O  thou  who  at  thy 


Church  services  tomorrow 


Eucharist  didst  pray  (Wokficke).  Rev  M 
Parka-:  3J0  E.  Sumsion  m  A.  Good  Christian 
men  rqoice  and  sing. 

ELY  CATHEDRAL:  8.15  HC  The  Precentor 
1030  S  Euch.  Duke  in  F.  Veritas  mea 
(Malcolm).  The  Dean;  3.45  E.  Hawes  in  D1  Let 
tbe  people  praise  tbee  (Mathias). 

EXETER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC:  9.45  S  Euch. 
Festive  Euch  (Rawsthorae).  Canon  K  Percy; 

1 1.15  M.  Responses  (Rose).  Te  Deum  (Stanford 
in  B  flat),  Alleluia  from  Exultare  Jubilate 
(Mozart).  Canon  A  Mzwson;  3  E.  Responses 
(Raddiffe).  KeOy  in  C  Hus  joyful  Eastertide 
(Wood):  630  Evening.  Come  ye  faithful 
(Thatcher).  Canon  K  Parry. 

GLOUCESTER  CATHEDRAL:  &  12.15  HC 

10.15  Euch.  Missa  Befl  Amfitrit  Algera 
(Lassus).  Jesu  the  very  thought  (Shepherd). 
Canoe  R  Grey:  3  E.  Hereford  Service  (Uoyd). 
Rqoice  in  the  Lord  (Wright). 

HEREFORD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC;  10 
Euch.  Schubert  in  G.  Tan  turn  ergo  (de 
Severac).  The  Dean:  1130  M.  CoDeghim 
Resale  (Howells};  330  E.  Second  Service 
(Leighton).  In  esitu  Israel  (Wesley),  Rev  F 
Hancock. 

LICHFIELD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HG  1030  S 
Euch.  Darke  in  F.  Jubilate  in  B  flat  (Stanford). 
Regina  cacti  (Soriano);  330  E»  Responses 
(Ayteward),  Noble  in  B  minor.  Blessed  be  the 
God  and  Father  (Wesley). 

LINCOLN  CATHEDRAL:  7.45  U  8.  12J0 
HG  930  S  Euch.  Schubert  in  G.  Sing  joyfully 
(Byrd),  The  Dean;  11.15  M.  Rutter  &  Britten  in 

C.  This  have  1  done  for  my  true  love  (Holst);  2 
Thanksgiving:  3  E.  Collegium  Regale  (Wood). 
Christ  is  now  risen  (Wilson). Ven  C  Laurence. 
LIVERPOOL  CATHEDRAL:  8  MP  &  HG 
1030  Euch.  The  Dean:  3  Tbe  Boys'  Brigade;  4 
HG 

MANCHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8.45  M:  9 
Euch;  1030  S  Euch.  Sicul  Cervus  (Palestrina). 
Trumpet  tune  in  D  (Johnson);  630  EP. 
NEWPORT  CATHEDRAL:  1030  S  Euch.  I 
am  the  bread  of  fife  (Lote);  630  Choral  E. 
Brewer  in  D.  Who  shall  rod  away  die  stone? 
(Torrance). 

NORWICH  CATHEDRAL: 730  MP:  8. 9.15 
HG  1030  S  Euch.  Mass  in  E  minor 
(Bruckner).  The  Archdeacon  of  Norfolk;  3JQ 
E.  Responses  (Edward).  Winchester  Service 
(Howeus).  Christ  die  Lord  is  risen  again 
(Rutter].  Canon  M  teham;  630  Night 
Prayer. 

PETERBOROUGH  CATHEDRAL:  8.IS 
HG  930  M.  Te  Deum  in  C  (Britten).  Jubilate 
in  C  (Sanford);  1030  Euch,  Sumsicn  in  A  & 

D.  May  the  eternal  God  {Ridoud.  Just  as  l  am 
(Chikott).  The  Dean:  330  E.  Watson  in  E, 
Christ  being  raised  ftnm  the  dead  (Moore). 
R1PON  CATHEDRAL:  8  Euch.  Canon  M 
GlanviBe-Smith:  930  Parish  Euch.  Ireland  in 
G  Sacerdotcs  Domini  (Byrd).  Rev  Dr  J 
Robinson;  1130  M.  Te  Deum  &  Jubilate 
(Stanford  in  Q.  Blessed  he  the  Cod  and 
Father  (Wesley);  1230  Eucfa.  Canon  K  Masai; 
530  E.  Magnificat  &  Nunc  Dimitris  (Brewer 


in  D),  With  cheerful  notes  let  all  the  earth 
(Handel).  Canon  T  Monro. 

ROCHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8.HG  9.45 
M.  Responses  (Rose).  Te  Deum  &  Jubilate 
(Noble  in  B  minor).  Rise  heart  thy  Lord  is 
risen  (Vaughan  Williams);  1030  S  Each. 
Stanford  in  G  ft  B  flat.  Rise  heart  thy  Lord  is 
risen  (Ashfield).  Canon  R  Lea;  3.15  E.  The  Vail 
(Vaughan  Williams ).  Rise  heart  thy  Lord  is 
risen  (Jeffreys). 

SALISBURY  CATHEDRAL:  8  HG  Canon 
D  Staten  10  Eucfa.  Collegium  Regale  (How¬ 
ells).  Rise  up  toy  kwe  (WiUan).  Canon  B 
Duncan;  1)30  M.  Te  Deum  in  C  (Bqyoe), 
Jubilate  in  C  (Boyce),  Solus  ad  victinian 
(Leighton),  Canon  D  Slater;  3  E.  Responses 
(Raddiffe).  Collegium  Regale  (Howells). 
Blessed  city  heavenly  Salem  (Bairstow). 
SHEFFIELD  CATHEDRAL:  8HG  10  MP; 
1030  S  Euch.  Ven  M  Paiorc  630  Festal  E  & 
Sermon.  Canon  J  Sinclair. 

SOUTHWELL  MINSTER:  7.45  L;  8  HG 
930  Parish  Communion.  Mrs  C  Dolby;  11  M. 
Te  Deum  (Ireland  in  Q.  Stanford  in  B  fiat. 
Magdaline  cease  from  sofas  and  sighs 
(German  17th  oentuiy).  Sing  we  this  mom 
(Beddl),  The  Precentor  3.15  E.  Responses 
(Qtxas).  Sumsion  in  A  Exultare  Oo 
(Scarlatti). 

TRURO  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  9  M:  10  S 
Euch.  Darke  in  F.  Locus  iste  (Bruckner).  The 
Dean;  6  E.  Howells  in  G.  Greater  love 
(Ireland).  The  Librarian. 

WAKEFIELD  CATHEDRAL-  8  HG  Canon 
D  Baxter;  9.15  Parish  Communion.  Canon  D 
Baxter  11  Solemn  Euch.  Messe  Brevis 
(Palestrina).  Te  Deum  (Ireland  in  F).  Haec 
Dies  (Palestrina),  Canon  G  Naim-Briggs: 
630  E.  Stainer  in  B  flat.  Sing  ye  to  the  Lord 
(Bairstow),  Canon  G  Naim-Bnggs. 
WESTMINSTER  ABBEY:  8  HC  10  M. 
Responses  (Rose).  Stanford  in  B  flat.  Let  all 
mortal  flesh  (Bairstow).  Sis  L  Byrne;  11.15 
Euch.  Vaughan  Williams  in  G  minor.  This 
jayfol  Eastertide  (AnooJ.  Drop  drop  slow 
tears  (Leighton).  Canon  D  Hun;  3  E,  Third 
Service  (Byrd).  Sing  joyfully  (Byrd).  Canon  A 
Harvey;  5.45  Recital;  630  E.  Sis  H  Markey. 
WINCHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HG  1030 
M.  Jubilate  in  C  (Britten).  This  joyful 
Eastertide  (arc.  Wood).  Rev  C  Stewart;  1130 
Euch.  Darke  in  F,  Jesu  the  very  thought  of 
thee  (Bairstow);  330  E.  Cofiegium  Regale 
(Howells).  Te  lucis  ante  tenmnum  (Gardiner). 
Rev  Dr  A  Barton. 

YORK  MINSTER:  8.  8.45  HC  930  M;  10  S 
Euch.  Missa  Brevis  (Seiber)  and  Sumsion  in 
F.  Rev  E  Norman;  1130  S  Euch.  Sumsnn  in  F; 
4  E.  Stanford  in  B  flat.  Exsuftate  Deo 
(Scarlatti).  Rev  Dr  J  Toy. 

ST  ASAPH  CATHEDRAL.  OwytL-  8  HG  >1 
Choral  Euch.  Darke  in  F.  Jesu  grant  me  this  I 
pray  (Gibbins  arc.  Bairstow),  Very  Rev  K 
Gouktone;  330  Choral  E.  Blessed  be  the  God 
and  Father  (Wesley). 

ST  GILES*  CATHEDRAL  Edinburgh:  8 
Morning  HCTbe  Minister.  10  Morning  HG 
The  Minister.  O  quam  gforisoum  (Victoria); 


1130  Science  Festival,  Benedktire  (Jackson);  6 
St  Giles  at  Six.  Recital;  8  Evening.  Rev  J 

Williams 

ST  MARY’S  CATHEDRAL:  8  Eucfa:  1030 
Each.  Leighton  in  D.  This  jayfol  Eastertide 
(arr.  Wood).  Rev  J  Millard;  330  Choral  E. 
Stanford  in  B  flaL 

ST  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL  London;  8  HG 
&4S  M:  II S  Euch,  Mass  for  five  voices  (Byrd). 
Ortaia  factor  (Plainsong).  Regina  codi 
Kurina).  Canon  J  Halliburton;  3.15  E,  Aloock 
in  B  Oat.  We  have  seen  dry  resurrection 
(Rachmaninov),  Rev  \  Yates;  5  Redial. 
RUSSIAN  ORTHODOX  CATHEDRAL 
Emusmore  Gardens.  London.  SW7:  1030 
Divine  Liturgy  of  St  Baal;  6  Vigil  for  the 
Annunicarkw. 

ALL  SAINTS.  Margaret  Street.  Wl:  85.15 
LM:I1  HM.  Ireland  in  C,  Rev  I  Davies:  6  E  S 
B.  Moeran  in  D.  Rev  P  Johnstone. 

ALL  SO  ULS,  Langham  Place.  Wl:  0  Commu¬ 
nion;  11  Rev RTrist; 630  RevJ  Cook. 

THE  ASSUMPTION,  Warwick  Street.  Wl: 
II  Mina  in  file  tempore  (Monteverdi).  Maria 
Magdalene  (Gabrieli).  Love  is  come  again 
(anon). 

CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  CHURCH.  Cor¬ 
nu  St,  Wl:  11  Sunday  School 
CROWN  COURT  CHURCH  OF  SCOT¬ 
LAND.  Gwent  Garden.  WC2:  11J5  Rev  C 
Owen;  IZ20  HG 630  RevJ  McMahon. 
FARM  STREET.  Wl:  &  93a  1230. 4.15.  6l15 
LM;  II  HM. 

HOLY  TRINITY  BROMPTON,  Brampton 
Road.  SW7:  9  ASB  HG  Rev  R  Thorpe;  II 
Morning.  Rev  S  Downham;  5,7  Informal 
CapL  B  Read. 

ARMENIAN  APOSTOLIC  CHURCH: 
Iverna  Gdns.  WH  l|  Holy  Mass.  Archbishop 
YGmrian. 

WESLEY'S  CHAPEL  City  Road.  EC2:  II 
Morning  Service  &  HG  Rev  Dr  L  Griffiths. 
WESTMINSTER  CENTRAL  HALL  (Meth¬ 
odist),  SW1:  II  Rev  E  Fletcher; 630  HC.  Rev  B 
Lucas. 

ST  BARTHOLOMEW  THE  GREAT. 
Smithfield.  EC1: 9  HC  II  Choral  Euch.  Missa 
Maria  Magdalene  (Lobo).  The  Redon  630  E. 
Chichester  Service  (Walton),  Surrerit  pastor 
bonus  (Lfferitier).  Regina  coeti  (Aichrngerl. 
The  Rector. 

ST  BRIDE’S.  Fleet  Street,  EC4: 11  Choral  M 
ft  Euch.  Short  Service  (Wedkes).  Sumsion  in 
F.  Ubi  caritas  (Du ruffe).  Tan  rum  ergo 
(Du  ruffe).  Canon  B  Christianson: 630 Choral 
E.  Responses  (Rose).  First  Service  (Ward). 
Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  (Wesley). 
Guild- Chaplain  W  Boulton. 

ST  CLEMENT  DANES:  II  Royal  Air  Force 
Association  Annual  Service.  Te  Deum 
Laudamus  (Stanford  in  B  flat).  Blessed  be  the 
God  and  Father  (Wesley).  Rev  P  Bishop. 

ST  COUJMBA’S  CHURCH  OF  SCOT¬ 
IAN  D,  Pbnt  Street,  SW1:  II  Rev  N  Gardner; 
630  Rev  W  Cairns. 

ST  ETHELDREDA'S.  Ely  Place:  II  S  Mass, 
Missa  Iste  Confessor  (Palestrina).  Regina 


CneP  (Aidtinger).  O  sacrum  convivium 
(Croce). 

STT  GEORGE’S,  Hanover  Square.  Wl:  830 
HG  11  S  Euch.  Short  Service  (Batten).  The 
Rector. 

ST  JAMES’S,  Gartkkhytbe.  EC4: 1030  Low 
Sunday.  Choral  M.  S.  James'  Choir.  E 
Griffiths. 

ST  JOHNS.  Stratford  EI5:  II  Family  C 
Entry  of  the  Queen  of  Sheba  (HandeOi  Rev  D 
Richards;  630  EP  ft  Praise.  Rev  D  Richards. 
ST  LUKE’S,  Chelsea,  SW3: 10J0  S  Euch.  Rev 
C  Kevfil-Davies;  12.15  HG  630  EP.  Rev  C 
KeviB- Da  vies. 

ST  MARK’S.  Regents  Park  Rd,  NW1: 8  HG 
9.45  Family  Communion;  II  S  Euch.  REv  T 
Devonshire  Jones. 

ST  MARGARETS.  Westminster.  SW1: 11  S 
Euch.  Lux  el  Origo  (Plainsong).  The  Lord  is 
my  shepherd  (Schubert).  The  bells  of  paradise 
(Gutteridge).  Rev  Dr  P  Bradshaw. 

ST  MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS,  WC2:  8 
HC  9.45  Euch.  Rev  C  Herbert:  1 130  Visitors. 
Rev  C  Herbert:  2.45  Chinese:  5  Choral  E.  Mr 
R  Chan;  6J0  Evening. 

ST  MARY  ABBOTS  CHURCH.  Kensing¬ 
ton  W&  8.1230  HG  930  Parish  Euch.  Rev  F 
Geflu  1 1.15  Choral  M.  Rev  F  Gefli:  630  E.  Mrs 
E  Haines. 

ST  MARYS.  Bourne  Street.  SW1: 9.10.7  LM: 
11  HM.  Missa  Puisque  j’ai  pedu  (Lassus).  Fr  S 
Young;  6  Solemn  E  ft  B. 

ST  MARY-THE-V1RGIN,  Primrose  Hill:  8 
HG  1030  Parish  Euch.  New  English  Hymnal 
Folk  Mass.  Mrs  R  Berks:  6  EP. 

ST  MARYLEBONE.  Maiylebane  Road.  Wl: 
8  HG  II  Choral  Euch.  Mass  (Merbccke).  Rev 
P  Wells;  630  Healing.  Rev  T  Clark. 

ST  PAUL’S.  Wilton  Place.  SW1:  S.9  HG  II 
Solemn  Euch.  Rev  C  Courts uld. 

ST  PETER’S.  Eaton  Square.  SW1: 8.15  HG  10 
Family  Euch;  II  S  Euch.  Missa  Cum  Jubfio 
(Durufle).  Panis  angeficus  (Franck).  Fr  W 
Keyes. 

ST  SIMON  ZELOTES,  Milner  SL  SW3:  8 
HG  11  M.  Preb  J  Pteaice;  630  E,  Preb  M 
McGowan. 

CHAPEL  ROYAL  OF  ST  PETER  AD 
VINCULA.  HM  Tower  of  London:  9.15  HG 
Rev  P  Abram;  (I  M  &  Sermon.  Te  Deum 
(Chant).  Jubilate  (Walton).  Regina  cacti  (How¬ 
ells).  Rev  P  Abram. 

CHAPEL  ROYAL  St  James*  Palace:  830 
HG  11.15  S  Euch.  Mass  in  Three  Parts  (Byrd). 
Chnon  1  Snuth-Cameran. 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL  South  Audlcy 
Street.  Wl:  11  S  Euch.  Rev  Dayton  Dewey. 
QUEEN'S  CHAPEL  OF  THE  SAVOY. 
WC2: 11  HG  The  Chaplain. 

GRAY'S  INN  CHAPEL,  8  Sooth  Sq.  WCIR; 
830  HG 

THE  TEMPLE  CHURCH.  Fleet  Street  830 
HC:  11.15  MP.Tc  Deum  laudamus  (Wood  in 
E).  Jubilate  Deo  (Wood  m  G),  Woman  why 
weepcsl  thou?  (Schulz).  The  Master. 
GUARDS  CHAPEL  Wellington  Barracks. 
SW1:  II  Choral  HG  Schubert  in  G.  Up  ray 
heart  (Bach).  Band  of  the  Grenadier  Guards, 
Rev  R  Price. 

ROYAL  NAVAL  COLLEGE  CHAPEL 
Greenwich,  SEI0:  II S  Euch  BCP,  Sumsion  in 
F.  Jesus  fount  of  consolation.  Rev  C  French. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

DrJA  Affitins 
and  Dr  S.ML.  Hyde 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Michael  Alikins,  of 
Woking.  Surrey,  and  Susan,  elder 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Chris¬ 
topher  Hyde,  of  Bowdon. 
Cheshire: 

MrT.C.  Barker 

and  Miss  C.PJL  Strawson  ' 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Tim,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Peter  W.  Barker,  of  East  York¬ 
shire;  and  Carotin,  younger 
daughter  of  Major  Genera]  and 
Mrs  John  Strawson.. 

Mr  P.  Forsythe 
and  Miss  E.  O’Coandl 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Paul,  son  of  the  late  Mr - 
John  Forsythe  and  of  Mrs  For¬ 
sythe,  of  Liverpool  and  Emily, 
daughter  of  Colonel  and  Mrs  John 
O'Connell,  of  Vines  Cross.  East .  j£- 
Sussex. 

The  Rev  J.G.L  Gould 
and  Miss  EjL  Waghorn 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jonathan,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  John  Gould,  of  Wirswafl  Hall. 
Shropshire,  and  Elisabeth  (Beth), 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Peter. 
Waghorn.  of  Maypole. 
Monmouth. 

Mr  MLV.  Ham 
and  Miss  D.S.M-  Kingston 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Michael  elder  son  of 
Gillian  and  the  laieTorben  Ham. 
formerly  of  Oxshott.  Surrey,  and 
Ddrdre.  only  daughter  of  the  fare 
Rose  and  Robert  Kingston,  of 
Alton,  Hampshire. 

Mr  J.  Htfljyajrd-Mnier 
and  Miss  S.  Warren-Knott 
The  engagement  is  announced  - 
between  James,  younger  son  ofii. 
Colonel  and  Mrs  Geoffrey 
Hifiyard-MDfer.  of  Greenwit*,. 
London,  and  Sophia,  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Donald 
Warren-Knott.  of  Sherborne; 
Dorset 

Mr  M.  Hoonsdl  -  '  ; 

and  Miss  H.  Griffith 
The  engagement  is  announced, - 
between  Michael,  only  son  of  Mr 
Graham  HounseH,  of  London,  and 
of  Mrs  Gordon  Storey,  of  Long 
Sutton,  Somerset,  and  Harris, 
elder  daughter  of  tile  late  Mr  • 
Patrick  Griffith  and  of  Mp-Grif 
fith,  of  Holmwood,  Surrey. 

Mr  S.L  Hoyle 
and  Miss  FJV1.  McVeigh 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Stephen,  only  son  of  the  . 
late  Mr  and  Mrs  Lewis  Hoyle,  of  ^ 
Weston-super-Mare,  and  Fiona,  ,  / 
only  daughter  of  the  late  Mr  John 
McVeigh  and  of  Mrs  Mary  Angela 
McVeigh,  of  Widnes. 

MrTJ.  McVrttie 
and  Miss  H.M.  Tyson . 

TTie  engagement  is  announced 
between  Timothy,  son  of  Mr 
David  McVittie.  of  Wallingford, - 
and  of  Mrs  Joanna  McVittie,  of 
Reading,  and  Helen,  younger 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mis  John 
Tyson,  of  Canterbury. 

Mr  E.  Rigatti  Luchin! 
and  Miss  N.E.  Barber 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Edgardo,  only  son  of  Mr 
and  Mis  Silio  Rigatti  Ludtini,  of 
Padova.  Italy,  and  Natasha 
Emma,  younger  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Barry  Barber,  of 
Cambridge. 

MrAJA  Stewart 
and  Miss  P.R.  Swinsoa 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Alexander,  only  son  of 
Mrs  Sally- Stewart,  of  Knights- ». 
bridge;  London,  and  the  late  Mrf/l 
Kenneth  Stewart,  and  Rebecca, 
third  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Tony  Swinson,  of  Cranbrook. 

Kent 

Mr  I.G.  Warwick 
and  Miss  S.M.  Harper 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  lan.  son  of  Mrs  MQficeni 
Fyles.  and  the  late  Mr  George 
Fyles,  of  Orrel.  Lancashire;  and 
Susan,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mis 
Christopher  Harper,  of  High  . 
Moor.  Lancashire. 

Mr  RJ-  Whaldy 
and  Miss  K.  Ara 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Kollo,  elder  son  of  Mr 
David  Whateiy  and  of  the  late  Mrs 
David  Whateiy.  of  Rye.  East 
Sussex,  and  Katherine,  elder  ■ 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Jost 
Antonio  Ara  Burugorri.  of  Jersey. 
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BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313^ 


Put  vonrulvov  at  the  disposal 
of  God;  think  of  yomMlvas 
as  raised  tens  death  to  Ufs, 
an!  ylsld  yaw  bodiss  to  God 
as  Implements  for  doing 
dght.  Brnoans  6  :  13 


BIRTHS 


ASTLEV  BIRTWISTLE -On  April 

2nd,  to  April  (boo 
ttsogbodand)  rad  Pip,  a 
,qa,  a  brother  for 

Edward.  Amelia  and  JaaMs. 

CLARK- On  2nd  April  1997.  to 
Cecota  0*4*  HttO  and  GOo. 
a  son.  Usury  ‘  Justin. 

COM  ST  AMT  -  On  4th  April 
1997.W  Lada  (afc  MsyasIU 
and  Rohirfs,  a  son.  Hrazy  Ivo 
Me yrfeks  “Harry",  a  brother 
for  Amy- 

CHAMPTON  -  On  31st  March  at 
PahsnltT  Cottage  Hospital, 
London,  to  Nicola  and 
Robert,  a  son,  Samuel 
Reginald  Almond 


ir 


BIRTHS 


GOLDEN 


DEATHS 


QUKSTSI  -  On  April  2nd.  to 

Pauls  (nit  Sharpe)  and 
Nigel,  a  daagbter,  Lara 
Elizabeth,  a  sister  for 
Barrator. 

HAYES- On  March  30th  1997, 
to  gazette  Cnee  Swtny)  and 
Robert,  a  son,  Theodore 
WJ—  Archibald,  a  brother 
tor  Frederic*. 

HBBUV-Oa  2nd  April  1997, 

'VBi*.l>«hCraeB**bIei<40 
and  Got.  *  daatftta*.  ianta 
Abzh 

jOMES  -  On  Hatch  Xlch,  to  RH 
Cnee  SheluaO  and  Vhoghaa. 
itoL  Coras  BUieheU. 


25th  Match  ot  thei*  son 
Patrick  Thomas  Joseph,  a 
brother  far  Prances  Rom. 

KBMS  -  and  Tanya  are 

pleased  to  announce  the 
bitch  ot  Nathan  Ashby  King 
on  3rd  April  at  Queen 
Chariorte'*,  weighing  5B» 

4oa. 

laVGLLE  -  On  31st  March 
1997,  in  Amanda  and  Martin, 
another  beautiful  son, 


toother-  Already  in  training 
far  Bnflby  World  Cup  2019. 


MTCHBLL  -  On  Match  12th,  to 
Stewart  and  Debbie  Cnee 
Boxali),  a  son,  Samuel 
George,  the  Hat.  but  not 
last,  bom. 

MOMTUARO  -  On  Mai«h.31st 
at  The  Fecdand  Hospital  to 
Paige  and  Enalo  a  son, 
Atassandro-bringhig  us  great 

Jot- 

MORGAN  -  On  March  28th  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Amanda  and  Peter,  a 
beautiful  daughter, 
Stephanie  Rebecca,  a  Matar 
for  Laura  and  Max.  With 
special  thanks  to  Professor 
Craft  and  all  of  his  tram. 

SLABS  -On  23nl  MazCb  1977, 
to  Lucy  (nfa  Catenas!  and 
Richard,  two  sons.  Jack 
Alexander  and  Thomas 
Patrick. 

STRAUSS  -  On  Apxtl  1st  at  The 
Portland  Hospital,  to  Use 
Cds*  Doha)  and  Jonathan,  a 
daughter,  Arietta  Rabakah. 

SULKS -On  March  26th  a  nan 
generation  unveiled  by 
Sarah  (sit  Bom)  and  N*H  a 
woo.  Oatm  WiUrn 


TATHAM  -  On  April  1st  1997, 


■t  i  yj 


RUBY 

anniversaries 


WILLIAMS  •  Bert  and  Jo. 
Congratulations  to  a  «ty 
special  coupls  « lOB  Ruby 
Wedding  Anniversary 
Sunday  Aprfl  «th  1997.  AH 
our  lows  Stacey,  Ian.  Johu 
Tang,  Emily,  James  and 
mUam.  . 


WAUBAMILMtoORC  -  On  Bth 
April  1947  at  Ramsey, 
Cambridgeshire.  Edward 
Victor  Wall  bank  to  Joyce 
Lilian  Moore. 

Congratulations  and  orach 
lore.  Valeria. 


DEATHS 


CURSOR  ■  -  Victoria 

peacefully  is  Barcelona, 
Spain,  on  2nd  April.  Beloved 
wife  of  the  late  Donovan 
Harold  Cllbborn  CJI.G, 
mother  and  grandmother. 
Private  famlir  funeral  took 
place  In  Sarceiona  on  Friday 
4th  ApaSL 

COMVHIR  -  On  31sx  March 
2997  In  Poole  Hospital. 
Bessie  aged  90  years, 
beloved  sister  of  the  Iste 
Mazy  and  a  very  dear  star 
who  win  be  sadly  wissstf 

Funeral  Service  will  be  Mi 

at  Poole  Crematorium  on 
Wednerday  9th  April  1997 

at  1130  am.  Flowers  end 
enquiries  to  Mm  funeral 
Directors,  3  Bournemouth 

Road.  Parksttjne.  Poole,  tee 
(01202)  743169. 


for  70  years-  Poneral  pdrara. 
no  letters,  ran  flowers  at  her 
request. 


BARNES  -  Monica  of  West 
Mailing  and  formerly  of 
After  on  April  3  id  peacefully 

after  a  very  short  Illness. 

devoted  wife  of  the  late  John 
and  much  loved  mother  ot 
McX  Bob  and  OUvez.  Funeral 
Sendee  ar  Sr  Mary  tbe  Virgin, 
West  Mantra  on  Thursday 
April  10th  at  12^0  pm 
followed  by  private 
cremation.  Family  dowers 
only.  DOMTlrms.  if  wtshed.  to 

The  Leukaemia  Research 
Fund,  43  Great  Ormond 
Street,  London  WCJN  3JJ. 

CMMHN  OF  OBSHOUH  -  On 
April  3rd  St  Wear  SnOoDc 
Hospital.  Bury  St  Edmunds. 
Fortified  by  the  Sites  of  the 
Holy  Church,  Ala  stair 

Hrafai,  alhss  OfTf— 

Chisholm  of  Chisholm, 
beloved  husband  of 
Bosemazy.  loving  father  of 
Hamlsh,  So  ran,  Theresa, 
Ctafae  and  Lucy  and  a  dear 
grandad  of  his  eight 
jpn*en*»n.  rip 


FLEMING  -  Sydney  William 
passed  away  peacefully  on 
Ira  April  1997  at  Maidstone 
Hospital  after  a  short 
ITIniisi  SBdly  ndssed  by  Aim 


will  take  place  on  Friday 
April  18th  1997  at  Vinters 
Park  Crematorium, 
Mnl*fpn|i_  Enqnlxfas  piasnii 
to  Mkrhasl  A.  Lawrence,  tab 
(01422)  661678. 

HAMILTON-SMYTHE 
Pracefally  on  April  4th  1997 
Pamela  Conyngham  (Me 
Holt-Needham),  widow  of 
Arthur.  Private  cremation. 
Memorial  Service  at  St 
Mary's  Church.  Faizfotd,  on 
Monday  14th  April  at 
ILlOyn.  Donations  If 
wished  to  St  Mary's  Church, 
FalxfonL 

HARGREAVES  -  Zsca  Boaahi 
suddenly  but  peacefnUy  on 


many  years  a  resident  of 
Hampstead  Garden  Suburb. 
On  April  1st  aged  97 
peacefully  at  Benslow 
Nursing  Home,  Hltehln. 
Dearly  loved  sunt,  cousin, 
friend  and  colleague. 
Memorial  Meeting  to  be 
announced  later. 


-  On  31st 


of  Lacy  and  Emma.  Panera) 
Mara  at  St  Hugh  of  Lincoln. 
Henslngton  Road, 

Woodstock,  at  12  noon 
Wednesday  9th  April 
followed  by  committal 
prayers  at  Oxford 
Crematorium  1.15  pm.  No 
flowers  please,  but 
donations  In  Han  to  tbe  asd- 
smoUng  charity  QUIT,  cJo 
Reeves  k  Pain,  288  AMngdoat 
Road,  Oxford  OX1  4TE, 
would  be  welcome, 


PARRY  -  Violet  Irene  Cnee 
Dubberlay)  peacefully  at 
Tyspena  Nursing  Home  after 
many  months  of  dlffteulry 
following  a  savage  stroke 
■offered  January  1994. 
Wkknr  of  William  Nelson, 
mother  of  Cbarmian, 
grandmother  of  Marie  and 
great-grandmother  of  Jack 
and  Gayle.  Family  flowers 
only  please.  Donations  IS 
wished  to  Hotmemlelgh 
Poneral  Services,  Bra  on  ion. 
North  Devon,  in  aid  of 
Redwings  Horae  sanctuary. 
Cremation  Barnstaple 
1030am  Bth  ApriL 


the  late  Mists  Cade 
Kennedy},  loving  tether  of 
Christine.  Denise,  Frances, 
Barbara.  Philippa  and  Ruth 
and  derated  grandfather  of 
23a.  Danagfo  Hugh,  Natalie 
sad  David.  Deeply  regretted 
by  hi a  daughters,  slater 
Rene,  sons-ln-law, 

yamifhilteen,  rota  rives  and 
friends.  Bout  In  Faace. 
Funeral  today  Saturday  after 
11  o’clock  Mass  In  the 
Church  of  the  Three  Patrons, 
Rath  gar,  Dublin  to  St 
Joseph's  Cemetery, 

Bphernahr— ns.  "into  your 
hands  VLOtd  1  commend  my 


ROBtMSOM  -Paul  Maltby.  died 
suddenly  and  peacefully  at 
home,  3rd  April  1997,  agsd 
B7.  Much  loved  husband  of 
Hope,  father  of  Penny  and 
Vicky.  Grand  pops  to  Sophie 
and  Johnny,  Great - 

grandpops  to  Anya.  No 
funeral  as  Paul  left  his  body 
for  mortirai  research.  Please 
no  flowers:  donations  If 
wished  to  the  British  Bean 
Foundation. 


SAWVSI  -  EnM  Joyce  (JoyJ, 
suddenly,  but  peacefully  at 
home  on  March  31st  1997; 
loving  mother  of  Diana,  Gays 
and  Pam.  greatly  loved 
grandmother  of  John,  Lucy, 
Stephen,  Christopher, 
Geoige,  Edvraxd  and  Victoria 
and  Charles  and  James. 
Funeral  at  the  Chilean's 
Crematorium  on  Thursday, 
10th  April  at  2.30  pm. 
Family  flowers  only. 
Enquiries  to  Stuart  Price 
Funeral  Service,  13  Sill 
Avenue,  Atratsham.  Bucks 
HP6  SBD.  Tel:  C01494) 
434484. 


SlUlMoi  -  On  31n  Much 
lames  Alexander,  beloved 
husband  of  Joyce,  suddenly 
at  home.  Funeral  Service  at 
tele  of  Wight  Crematorium 
lpm  Thursday  10th  April. 
Rowan  and  enquiries  H_V. 
ttgjA  Son  LM,  (01083) 


ARE  -  Norman  Wingate  died 
29th  March  ar  home  In 
Harpendsn  aged  89  feats. 
Funeral  at  West 
Herefordshire  Crematorium, 
High  Elam  Lena,  Canton. 


on  Friday  April  18th  at 
1 130am,  followed  by  a 

CriuimemoratiTe  Gathering 
and  Buffet  at  The  Manor 
House.  Rothamsted 
Experimental  Station, 
Harpenden.  Herts,  from 
12,30  pm.  Family  flowers 
only.  Any  donations  direct  to 
OXRUL 


SHOUKRY  -  Dr.  Bxz-El-Dln 
LRCF-MRCS  passed 
peacefully  at  home  on 
Thursday  3rd  April  1997. 
Beloved  husband  of  Joan  and 
wonderful  Comer  of  Comal. 
Karim  and  GOUn  end  proud 
Wandtether  Of  Rehakah.  WD1 
always  be  whh  us.  A  Service 
of  Thanksgiving  win  be  held 
On  Wednesday  April  9th  at 
1230  pm  at  Christ 
Temple  Sheen.  SW14. 
Flower*  dr  donations  to 
Holmes  ft  Daughters  F/D, 
461  tipper  Richmond  Road 
West,  East  Sheen,  SW14  7PU.  i 


SftETH  -  Phyllis  on  April  1st 
peacs  fully  in  her  sleep, 
beloved  wife  of  the  late  Cyril 
Smith  and  mother  to 
Christopher  and  Hazel  ami 
grandmother  and  friend. 
Funeral  Friday  April  11th. 
Enquiries:  Selim  Smith,  74 
PreStbury  itoat  Cheltenham 
(01242}  526383. 


SMVTH  -  On  March  31st,  flt 
VUttets  Owen  GrariQe.  VWU 
be  sadly  missed  by  his  wife 
Jennifer  and  an  Us  family 
Fnnerai  details  (0 1 27  S} 
852307. 


TAFFS  -  Leslie  Frank.  PhD. 
FgCVS.  On  Caster  Saturday 
29Ui  March  1997  peacefully 
at  home  after  a  courageous 
fight  against  Illness.  Dearly 
loved  husband  of  Carol  and 
tether  of  Andrew  and  Joanna. 
Private  ersmariou  on  Friday 
11th  April  followed  by 
Service  oS  Thanksgiving  at 
St  Helens  Church. 
Wbrathampneed.  Herts,  at 
12rJ0— pm-  Family  flowers 
only.  Donations  if  desired  to 
Cancer  Relief  MacMillan 
Fund  cfo  LC  Weston  Funeral 
nractm;  Dale  25.  17  Leyton 


VAWSACMEW  -  Dt  William 
(W®)  on  April  2nd,  aoed  71 
«  Ryde,  Isle  of  WlgSTSwa.’ 
loved  husband  of  Peggy 

andgrandfathU: 
Surctee  of  Thankssiriag  at 

ntn.,“By9.a,at;  Crotch. 

?°tet®a<i,  keot.  April  11th  « 
ZmuBoaattan,  tf  Oerirod  to 

London  Bead,  Seveooaks. 


Beryl  peacefully  In 
Basingstoke  on  3rd  April 
1997  aged  72  years.  Drady 
loved  wife  of  Ron  and 
mother  of  Anne,  Patricia  and 
Yvonne.  Will  be  greatly 
missed  by  her  Camay  and 
filriwh.  Funeral  Service  at 
Aldershot  Crematorium  on 
Tuesday  8th  April  «  12 
soon.  Flowers  and  tu 
enquiries  to  Alexander  and 


toko,  cel:  (01256? 


INMEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


HfTCHCOCX  -  MKteiri, 
year  ago  6th  April  1996.^ 

very  deeply  loved  and 

renumbered  this  day  and 

every  day.  Karin. 

VYVYAM  -  ffWwa)  J«uB» 
Beloved.  ■ 


INMEMORIAM 


the  times  Saturday  April  5 1997 

(Obituaries 
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Norman  Carr.  MBE. 
conservationist.  died  in  South 
,  Africa  on  April  I  aged  84.  He  was 
born  on  inly  19, 1912. 

Norman  Carr  was  by  no 
means  the  vainest  of  men, 
but  he  leaves  behind  him  a 
monument  that  makes  the 
Great  Pyramid  of  Cheops  look  like  a 
pimple.  No  mere  pile  of  bricks  for  Carr 
his  monument  covers  more  than  14.000 
square  kilometres. 

Its  name  is  the  Luangwa  Valley  in 
Zambia,  a  southern  extension  of  the 
great  African  Rift  which  is  cut  through 
by  the  Luangwa  River,  a  tributary  of 
the  Zambezi.  This  is  divided  principal¬ 
ly  into  two  national  parks.  They  are 
considered  by  many  to  be  the  finest 
national  partes  in  Africa. 


There  is  hardly  anything  in  the 
Luangwa  Valley  upon  which  Carr  has 
not  left  his  mark.  Today  it  is  one  of  the 
richest  wildlife  destinations  on  the 
planet  holding  impressive  populations 
of  elephant  and  lion.  It  is  also,  because 
of  Carr’s  innovative  mind,  the  best 
place  in  Africa  to  see  leopard. 

Carr’s  belief  was  in  tourism.  Tour¬ 
ists,  he  realised,  brought  foreign  ex¬ 
change,  valuable  to  a  country' 
emerging  from  colonial  rule.  He  saw 
the  "dollar  value"  of  wildlife.  Carr  also 
worked  right  from  the  beginning  to 
make  sure  that  local  villagers  profited 
from  the  richness  of  the  wildlife.  He 
wanted  it  to  become  a  source  of  local 
income  and  local  pride. 

This  policy  is  now  a  commonplace  of 
conservation  worldwide;  but  it  has 
only  recently  become  the  standard 


practice  of  international  organisations. 
Carr  was  promoting  such  policies  in 
the  1950s. 

But  Carr,  was  much  more  than  a 
practical  administrator  or  a  master  of 
the  rourisr  industry.  He  was,  quintes¬ 
sential^.  a  man  of  the  bush.  He  had  a 
fierce  and  ungovernable  love  for  the 
world’s  wild  places,  and  it  was  in  the 
bush  that  he  always  felt  himself  most  at 
home. 

A  few  years  ago  Carr  was  taking  a 
group  of  tourists  on  a  walking  safari,  in 
the  company  of  an  armed  game  scout, 
when  they  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
charged  by  an  angry  lioness.  The  game 
scout  fired  five  shots,  but  the  beast  was 
not  deterred  by  the  warning.  Even 
when  it  was  hit  in  the  leg  it  did  not  rum 
back.  Meanwhile.  Carr  had  rounded 
up  his  walking  party  and  established 


them  on  the  top  of  a  termite  mound. 
The  lioness  made  her  attack.  Carr,  a 
slight  man  then  in  his  late  sixties, 
fought  the  lioness  off  with  his  walking 
stick.  It  was  thanks  to  his  courage  that 
no  one  was  harmed. 

Norman  Joseph  Carr  was  bom  in 
Mozambique  and  educated  in  Eng¬ 
land,  but  emerged  without  a  single 
academic  qualification.  In  1939  he  was 
appointed  elephant  control  officer  in 
Northern  Rhodesia,  now  Zambia;  the 
following  year,  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Second  World  War,  he  joined  the 
King's  African  Rifles,  and  served  in 
Abyssinia,  finishing  with  the  rank  of 
captain. 

Alter  the  war.  he  became  a  game- 
ranger  back  in  Northern  Rhodesia.  In 
1950  he  opened  the  first  tourist  camp  in 
that  country.  He  established  hunting 
safaris  operated  by  Game  Department 
staff,  making  it  a  priority  drat  local 
people  received  both  money  and  meat 
from  the  enterprise. 

He  was  the  first  warden  of  the 
country’s  first  National  Park,  the 
Kafue.  Here  he  raised  two  lion  cubs. 
Big  Boy  and  Little  Boy,  and  took  them 
with  him  wherever  he  went  Within 
four  years,  the  pair  were  capable  of 
killing  for  themselves  and  Carr  cele¬ 
brated  this  in  one  of  his  six  books. 
Return  to  the  Wilds.  Interestingly. 
Carrt  wife,  Barbara,  wrote  a  kind  of 
counterblast  to  this,  a  book  called  Not 
for  me  the  Wilds.  The  life  of  the  bush 
never  appealed  to  her  and  she  and  her 
husband  were  later  to  live  very 
separate  lives. ' 

In  I960  Carr  went  to  report  on  the 
tourist  potential  of  the  Luangwa  Val¬ 
ley.  He  subsequently  retired  from  the 
Game  Department  and  started  up  his 
own  safari  operations.  Thus,  as  North¬ 
ern  Rhodesia  became  independent 
Zambia  in  1964.  tile  Luangwa  Valley 
turned  from  a  forgotten  wilderness  to  a 
tourist  Mecca  without  ceasing  for  a 
second  to  be  utterly  wild. 

The  great  thing  about  Carr,  howev¬ 
er.  was  not  simply  his  love  of  the  bush, 
but  his  delight  in  sharing  it  He  did  not 
want  to  keep  it  for  himself:  he  knew 
that  way  spelt  ultimate  destruction.  He  , 
inaugurated  the  idea  of  the  walking  ' 
safari:  the  last  great  adventure  in 
which  large  beasts  relate  to  human 
walkers  not  as  intruders,  but  as  one 
mammal  to  another.  Carr  also  initiated 
the  idea  of  night  drives,  in  which  the 
nocturnal  fife  of  the  bush  can  be  seen  in 
a  powerful  spotlight.  This  helped  to 
make  the  leopard,  normally  the  most 
elusive  of  beasts,  one  of  the  star 
attractions  of  the  valley. 

But  if  Carr  was  one  of  the  last  of  the 
“old  Africa  hands",  he  was  also  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  new  Africa.  In 
changing  economic  and  political  times, 
he  saw  a  conservationist  opportunity 
and  made  it  work — to  the  henefit  of  the 
country’,  of  the  local  people,  of  the 
visitors  and.  perhaps  most  important¬ 
ly.  to  the  benefir  of  the  wildlife  itself. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  by 
their  son  and  two  daughters. 


JOLIE  GABOR 


Jolie  Gabor  (right)  with  her  daughters  Eva  (left)  and  Zsa  Zsa  (centre) 


Jotle  Gabor,  Hungarian 
socialite  and  business¬ 
woman,  died  on  April  1 
aged  96.  She  was  born  on 
September  29, 1900. 

JOLIE  GABOR  was  the  moth¬ 
er  of  the  three  Gabor  sisters  — 
Zsa  Zsa.  Eva  and  Magda  — 
who  captivated  Hollywood  so¬ 
ciety  during  the  1950s.  More  of 
an  Auntie  Mame  character 
than  a  conventional  mother, 
she  instilled  her  daughters 
with  that  shrewd,  feminine 
approach  to  life  which  proved 
so  useful  to  them  in  their 
minor  film  careers  and  advan¬ 
tageous  marriages.  “Momma 
trained  us  to  look  on  ourselves 
as  we  would  a  diamond,  app¬ 
raising  only  its  value,  bril¬ 
liance  and  ultimate  setting." 
was  how  Eva  described  it. 

Diamonds  were  a  leitmotif 
of  the  Gabor  family.  So  were 
clouds  of  blonde  hair  and 
scent,  delightful  Hungarian 
accents  and  half  inch-long 
artificial  eyelashes.  As  a 
young  bride  Jolie  had  wanted 
only  sons,  but  having  pro¬ 
duced  daughter  after  daughter 
she  bowed  to  fate  and  set 
about  raising  her  girls  to  be 
charming  and  accomplished. 
“I  wanted  them  to  play  the 
piano  so  magnificently  that  a 
Rubinstein  would  be  green 
with  envy."  she  said.  "They 
learnt  to  swim,  to  ride,  to  play 
tennis.  They  all  went  to  the 
best  finishing  schools.  Who 
wants  a  man  who  wants  a 
dowry?" 

Frustrated  personal  ambi¬ 
tion  may  have  played  a  part  in 


Jolie’s  aspirations  for  her 
daughters.  Jolie  Kende  grew 
up  in  Budapest,  where  her 
father  owned  a  jewellery  busi¬ 
ness.  She  was  bom  at  the  turn 
of  the  century  but  never  admit¬ 
ted  to  it.  reasoning  (like  Oscar 
Wilde)  that  it  looked  calculat¬ 
ing  for  a  woman  to  be  quite 
truthful  about  her  age. 

Her  education  consisted  of 
nannies,  boarding  school  and 
a  Swiss  finishing  school  and 
was  intended  to  equip  her  for  a 
good  marriage.  Instead,  she 
pleaded  unsuccessfully  for 
permission  to  become  an  ac¬ 
tress  and.  when  her  parents 
said  no.  decided  that  tire  best 
escape  was  to  find  a  man. 

Her  first  marriage  —  “a 
disaster"  —  was  to  William 
Gabor,  a  businessman  twice 
her  age.  He  initially  agreed  to 
a  divorce  after  six  months,  to 
leave  her  free  to  pursue  a 
career  on  the  stage.  But, 
swiftly  falling  pregnant  she 
had  io  stall  her  plans.  She 
opened  a  jewellery  shop  in¬ 
stead  and  it  was  to  be  22  years 
before  she  finally  divorced 
Gabor. 

Of  her  daughters,  who  all 
arrived  in  the  United  Stares 
during  the  1930s  and  1940s. 
Eva  always  wanted  to  act 
Magda  never,  and  Zsa  Zsa 
drifted  into  the  profession.  But 
it  was  the  last  who  showed  the 
real  talent  for  self-promotion. 
Not  long  after  arrival  in  New 
York,  she  married  the  hotel 
magnate  Conrad  Hilton  and 
cabled  her  mother  to  join  her. 
The  newly  divorced  Jolie  arri¬ 
ved  with  only  $100  in  cash,  a 


sable  coat  and  a  30-carat 
diamond  ring.  But  Hilton’s 
money  enabled  her  to  open 
jewellery  stores  in  Madison 
Avenue  and  Palm  Springs. 

Her  apartment  on  the  Up¬ 
per  East  Side  was  much 
visited  by  her  daughters’  suit¬ 
ors  after  the  war.  and  her 
fridge  bulged  with  orchids 
and  bottles  of  champagne. 

Her  matrimonial  history 
was  as  chequered  as  that  of 
her  daughters.  There  was  a 
second  marriage,  so  brief  that 
the  family  affected  not  to 
remember  the  man’s  name, 
and  a  long  happy  third  mar¬ 
riage,  in  1957,  to  Count  Ed¬ 
mond  de  Szigethy  whom  Jolie 
had  known  ever  since  Buda¬ 
pest  days. 

He  had  arrived  in  America 
in  1956  with  only  $27  to  his 
name,  and  immediately  spent 
$20  on  flowers  for  Jolie  —  an 
act  of  such  rash  generosity 
that  Jolie  felt  compelled  to 
marry  him.  Like  all  Hungar¬ 
ians,  he  worshipped  beauty, 
and  kept  his  wife  on  a  regime 
of  vitamin  pills  and  expensive 
face  creams.  Whether  because 
of  these,  good  genes  or  more 
drastic  surgical  measures, 
Jolie  remained  remarkably 
youthful-looking  well  into  old 
age. 

Her  own  buoyant  self-confi¬ 
dence  was  probably  the  great¬ 
est  gift  Jolie  gave  to  her 
daughters. 

She  is  survived  by  two  of 
them,  Zsa  Zsa  and  Magda. 
Her  husband  died  in  1989  and 
her  youngest  daughter  Eva  in 
1995. 


ERIK  NELSON 


Erik  Nelson,  aviator,  died 
,>  in  Maryland  on  March 
■  20  aged  89.  He  was  born 
In  Warwickshire  on 
March  24. 1987. 

ERIK  NELSON  had  the  heart 
of  an  artist  and  the  mind  of  an 
engineer.  If  he  excelled  as  a 
designer  of  aircraft,  his  great¬ 
est  pride  and  pleasure  always 
came  when  he  could  test  out 
his  own  designs  as  a  pilot  His 
expertise  in  the  field  of  avia¬ 
tion  was  to  prove  of  great 
value,  nor  only  to  the  RAF 
during  the  Second  World  War, 
but  later  to  the  commercial 
airline  industry. 

Erik  Blyth  Nelson  was  born 
in  Warwickshire.  He  was 
educated  at  St  Edward's 


School,  Oxford,  where  he  dis¬ 
tinguished  himself  in  the  cha¬ 
pel  choir.  But  an  adolescence 
during  which  he  spent  the 
equivalent  of  three  days  3 
week  in  chapel  disinclined 
him  from  becoming  a  regular 
churchgoer  in  later  life. 

It  was  motorbikes  which 
fascinated  him  as  a  schoolboy. 
When  he  was  still  under-age. 
he  bought  an  old  bike  for  £5. 
Although  a  headlong  crash 
with  another  cyclist  landed 
him  in  trouble  with  the  Jaw,  ir 
made  him  something  of  a  hero 
at  St  Edward's. 

Nelson  won  a  choral  schol¬ 
arship  to  study  music  at  New 
College,-  Oxford.  He  showed 
some  talent  for  composition 
and  was  a  competent  pianist. 


but  he  knew  that  he  would 
never  be  a  professional  player 
or  composer.  Not  wanting  to 
teach  piano  to  “snony-nosed 
kids"  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  he 
derided  to  leave  New  College 
after  his  first  year.  Promising 
that  he  would  knuckle  down  to 
work,  he  persuaded  his  father 
to  buy  him  an  apprenticeship 
with  Alfred  Herbert,  machine 
tool-makers  in  Coventry. 

He  went  on  to  take  a  job  as 
service  manager  for  the  mo¬ 
torbike  manufacturers  Burney 
&  Blackbume.  He  raced  pro¬ 
fessionally  at  the  BrookJands 
track  and  for  seven  years  was 
awarded  the  gold  star  given  to 
rhose  who  won  races  at  speeds 
averaging  more  than  lOOmph. 

In  1930  the  company  went 


bankrupt  and  Nelson  moved 
on  to  work  for  the  flying  school 
at  BrookJands.  Joining  the 
RAF  Reserve,  he  gained  his 
licences  to  fly.  repair  and 
inspect  aircraft.  He  became 
manager  of  the  A  V.  Roe  de¬ 
pot  at  London  Airport.  Hes¬ 
ton.  and  in  1933  became  chief 
flight  instructor  at  the  college 
of  aeronautical  engineering  in 
London.  He  also  worked  for  a 
year  as  a  stum  pilot  for 
Cobbliam’s  Flying  Circus. 

In  1934  Nelson  was  sent  by 
the  Colonial  Office  to  Hong 
Kong  as  aviation  adviser  to 
construct  and  manage  what 
has  become  Kai  Tak  Interna¬ 
tional  .Airport.  There  he  be¬ 
came  an  expen  in  Sunderland 
flying  boats  for  230  Squadron, 
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RAF.  But  informally  he 
worked  with  a  friend  for  Pan 
American  Airways,  scouting 
its  Pacific  routes. 

Nelson  loved  life  in  Hong 
Kong  where,  outside  his  work, 
he  led  a  glamorous  colonial 
life,  riding  to  hounds  and 
partying  wildly  as  well  as 
keeping  up  with  the  theatre 
world  which  had  always  inter¬ 
ested  him.  Nelson  remained  a 
lifelong  friend  of  Laurence 
Olivier  who  had  been  at 
school  with  him  and  he  was 
also  a  friend  of  Noel  Coward. 

With  the  outbreak  of  war  in 
the  Far  East.  Nelson  was 
called  to  active  duty  by  the 
RAF.  He  flew  patrols  across 
the  South  China  Sea  and 
Indian  Ocean  for  a  while, 
before  being  recalled  to  Brit¬ 
ain  at  the  end  of  1940  where  he 
served  briefly  with  Bomber 
Command.  It  was  soon  discov¬ 
ered,  however,  that  he  had 
considerable  experience  as  a 
test  pilot  and  instructor  and  he 
was  taken  off  Bomber  Com¬ 
mand  and  set  to  work  training 
new  pilots.  He  found  it  a 
stressful  job.  Of  one  batch  of 
19  Pbles  sent  to  be  trained  by 
him.  seven  killed  themselves. 

He  was  relieved,  therefore, 
when  his  expertise  with  flying 
boats  was  brought  to  Lord 
Beaverbrook's  attention  and 
he  was  removed  from  his 
instructor’s  post.  London  at 
that  rime  was  seeking  ways  to 
manage  its  difficult  and  dan¬ 
gerous  cross-Atlantic  com¬ 


munications  and  Nelson  was 
posted  to  Baltimore  to  manage 
the  BOAC  flying  boat  base 
used  for  the  VIP  transport 
service.  He  flew  Winston 
Churchill.  Lord  Beaverbrook 
and  other  leading  members  of 
the  War  Cabiner. 

In  early  1944  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Montreal.  Canada,  to 
manage  the  Return  Ferry  Ser¬ 
vice  which  flew  new  and 
repaired  US  and  Canadian- 
made  aircraft  to  Britain  for 
use  by  Bomber  Command,  as 


well  as  cargo  and  VIP 
passengers 

Towards  the  end  of  the  war, 
as  a  group  captain  with  110 
Wing.  RAF.  Nelson  had  been 
charged  with  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  securing  captured 
airfields  as  Allied  troops  ad¬ 
vanced  across  Europe.  He  was 
to  put  the  knowledge  he  There¬ 
by  gained  to  good  use  after  the 
war  was  over.  Given  a  job  as 
BOACs  operations  director, 
this  network  became  the  basis 
of  BOAC's  postwar  routes. 


Then,  in  1950,  Nelson  derid¬ 
ed  to  emigrate  to  America. 
There  he  managed  the  East 
Coast  Canadian,  Larin  Amer¬ 
ican  and  Caribbean  sales  op¬ 
erations  of  the  Lockheed 
Aircraft  Corporation.  In  1961 
he  became  president  of  Lock¬ 
heed  in  Canada. 

Nelson  retired  in  1970, 
though  he  was  always  to 
maintain  his  interest  in  the 
aviation  industry.  In  J978  he 
served  as  special  counsel  to  a 
US  congressional  committee 
investigating  aircraft  safety. 
And  in  1986,  the  Chinese 
Government,  finding  that  Nel¬ 
son  was  still  alive,  flew  him 
out  to  Hong  Kong  to  celebrate 
the  50th  anniversary  of  Kai 
Tak  Airport. 

In  retirement  he  lived  in 
Maryland.  He  would  attend 
Formula  One  races  until  old 
age,  often  meeting  former 
colleagues  there.  He  wrote 
prolificaily  for  local  newspa¬ 
pers  on  anything  from  UFOs, 
in  which  he  believed  passion¬ 
ately.  to  the  aircraft  which  he 
had  always  loved.  He  also 
continued  both  to  listen  to  and 
to  play  music.  He  had  a 
Steinway  in  his  drawing 
room. 

Though  the  last  half  of  his 
life  had  been  spent  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.  he  remained  an  English¬ 
man  to  the  end,  taking  a 
leasing  delight  in  mispro¬ 
nouncing  American  words. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Jane  and  their  two  sons. 


DEATH  OF 
JOHANNES  BRAHMS 

We  regret  io  announce  ihai  Herr  Johannes 
Brahms,  the  illustrious  composer,  died  in 
Vienna  at  9  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  from 
acute  disease  of  the  Jrver,  from  which  he  had 
been  suffering  for  many  months.  The  funeral 
ceremony  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon  at  the  German  Protestant  Church;  it  is 
probable  that  the  master's  remains  will  be 
deposited  in  the  municipal  cemetery  of  Vienna. 

It  is  a  far  easier  task  to  enumerate  the 
outward  events  of  Brahms’s  life  than  tn 
attempt  to  assess  his  exact  ultimate  position 
among  the  great  masters  of  music  though  it  is 
cenain  that  his  place  is  with  the  greatest  of 
these.  Reckoned  by  the  ordinary  standards  of 
court  or  official  appointments,  his  career  has 
been  one  of  the  least  eventful  that  the  history  of 
art  can  show.  The  son  of  a  double-bass  player 
in  the  opera  band  at  Hamburg,  where  he  was 
born  on  May  7. 1833.  he  was  placed,  while  still 
a  bey.  under  the  care  and  tuition  of  Eduard 
Marxsen  of  Altona.  with  the  view  of  his 
becoming  a  pianoforte  player.  At  the  age  of  20 
he  was  engaged  by  a  once  famous  violinist, 
Remenyi.  as  accompanist  on  a  concert  tour,  in 
the  course  of  which  the  Current  of  his  career 
was  completely  altered  by  a  meeting  with 
Joachim,  whose  friendship  had  the  most 


ON  THIS  DAY 

April  5, 1897 


The  Joachim  Quartet,  founded  by  Brahms’s 
great  friend  Joseph  Joachim,  the  violinist,  was 
appearing  in  London  at  the  time  and  Blanche 
Manhesi  sang  Brahms's  Von  Ewiger  Uebe  at 
the  concert;  some  of  the  audience  would  have 
known  that  the  composer  was  dead 

important  results  on  his  life.  Through  the 
great  violinist  he  was  introduced  to  Schu¬ 
mann.  who.  on  the  strength  of  the  com¬ 
positions  submined  to  him  — -  the  earliest 
pianoforte  sonatas  and  the  first  set  of  songs  — 
declared  the  young  man  to  he  the  composer  for 
whose  advent  all  Germany  was  as  it  were 
waiting. 

THE  JOACHIM  QUARTET 
Before  a  crowded  and  enthusiastic  audience, 
the  mast  famous  quartet  organisation  in  the 
world  made  its  first  collective  appearance  in 
London  on  Saturday  afternoon  at  the  Popular 
Concerts.  The  perfect  unanimity  of  phrasing 


and  interpretation  which  distinguishes  these 
players  has  occasionally  been  exhibited  by 
other  associations  of  the  kind,  and  a  certain 
measure  of  this  desirable  quality  is  the  natural 
result  of  Jong  companionship  and  community 
of  artistic  views  and  ideals.  It  is  sometimes 
possible  to  say  of  four  string  players*.  'They 
play  like  one  man."  but  in  this  case  it  is 
necessary  to  add.  "and  that  one  man  is  a  great 
master  of  interpretation."  Herr  Kruse,  the 
second  violin,  has  caught  so  much  of  his 
illustrious  chiefs  spirit  that  a  phrase  given  out 
by  him  is  in  complete  sympathy  with,  not  in 
violent  contrast  ta  the  theme  as  it  appears  in 
the  hands  of  Joachim;  and  the  perfect 
agreement  among  the  artists  appears  less  as 
the  obedience  of  three  minds  to  one  dominat¬ 
ing  influence  than  as  the  co-ordinate  inspira¬ 
tion  of  all  four  players.  Herr  Wirtb.  the  tenor, 
has  a  fine  lone,  remarkable  for  the  way  in 
which  it  blends  wid?  the  other  instruments, 
and  Herr  Hausmann,  who  Is  happily  no 
stranger  to  English  audiences,  is.  of  course,  an 
artist  of  the  very  highest  rant 

In  such  a  programme  any  less  perfect 
singing  than  Mme  Blanche  Marches^  would 
have  been  an  intrusion,  but  her  delivery  of  the 
exquisite  Von  Ewiger  Liebe  of  the  master  who 
hod  passed  away  hut  a  few  hours  before  the 
concert  began  was  impressive  in  the  extreme. 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


SATURDAY  APRIL  5 1997 


Blair  accused  of  insulting  the  Scots 

■  Tony  Blair  suffered  his  worst  day  of  the  campaign  after 
comparing  Labour's  proposed  Scottish  parliament  to  an  English 
parish  council  and  banning  it  from  raising  taxes  for  at  least  five 
years.  Mr  Blair  further  upset  his  Scottish  troops  by  saying  that  if 

Labour  were  elected,  sovereignty  would  remain  with  West¬ 
minster  and  wife  “me  as  an  English  MP” _ _ _ Page  1 

Ashdown  plea  for  ‘can-do’  spirit 

■  Paddy  Ashdown  rejected  suggestions  that  a  liberal  Democrat 

vote  would  be  wasted  as  he  promised  fresh  spending  on 
education  and  health,  financed  by  an  extra  penny  on  income  tax 
and  a  new  top  rate  of  50p ! _ _ Page  1 

Election  97,  pages  9-15 


Young  hopeful 

Joe  lizard,  the  17-year-old  son  of 
a  Dorset  dairy  farmer,  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  become  the  youngest 
Grand  National  winner  for  60 
years  today. - ■ — - Page  I 

Good  start 

The  ideal  breakfast  is  a  glass  of 
orange  juice,  a  cup  of  coffee  and  a 
bowl  of  cereal . - . Page  1 

Teachers  boo 

The  Education  Secretary  Gillian 
Shephard  was  booed  and  hissed 
by  more  than  500  teachers  when 
she  said  that  industrial  action  was 
unacceptable  behaviour _ Page  2 

Bomb  alert  chaos 

Large  areas  of  central  London 
were  grid-locked  after  bomb  alerts 
at  mainline  stations  forced  the  do- 
sure  of  main  roads _ Page  2 

Exit  Escort 

The  Ford  Escort,  one  of  the  most 
famous  yet  derided  names  in  mo¬ 
toring,  is  nearing  the  end  of  the 
road _ Page  3 


Accountants’  bonus 

Accountants  are  gearing  up  for  a 
bonanza  when  nine  million  seif- 
assessment  forms  for  income  tax 
are  sent  out _ Page  4 

Winning  pets 

Pensioners  and  the  infirm  who 
need  pets  for  companionship  will 
soon  be  able  id  apply  for  lottery 
grants . . . . Page  6 

China  dispute 

Germany  joined  France  in  reject¬ 
ing  action  for  fee  first  time  against 
China  by  the  UN  High  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  Refugees - Page  16 

Democrat  'sleaze’ 

A  prominent  Miami  business¬ 
woman,  hoping  to  influence  US 
policy  towards  Cuba,  solicited  a 
£12,000  Democrat  contribution 
from  a  drug  smuggler —  Page  17 

Cloning  deal 

Twenty  countries  signed  the  first 
international  convention  to  control 
research  into  human  genetic  engi¬ 
neering  and  dotting..... —  Page  IS 


Bittern  (Ahnostus  extiruttus) 

Its  voting* call  will  ‘boom’acmss 
the  nation’s  reedbeds  lias  April. 
Not  aretirmg  bird,  but  not  as  jhigi* 
flying  as  vra tdbers  Jbad  expected* 
Once  bittern  t^Yice  shy- 


BITTERN  IJ 
BOOMING 


Ur  Bean:  Hollywood  is 
under  invasion  — Pages 
Bottomfey  fine:  Bimbo  or 

battleaxe - - — Page  16 

War  artist  at  peace _ 28 

Weekend 

Iron  maidens:  Network¬ 
ing  at  golf Pages  L  2 


Moving  up  the  evolutionary  scale 

■  Neanderthal  Man  could  play  sweet  music,  according  to  an 
analysis  of  the  oldest  known  musical  instrument  a  flute  made 
from  fee  thigh  bone  of  a,bear.  It  was  found  in  a  cave  in  Slovenia, 
and  dated  to  between  43,000  and  67,000  years  ago  —  at  least 
10,000  years  older  than  any  other  instrument - Page  1 


Lost  fn  translation:  When 
Tony  Blair  told  the  Scots  that 
ultimate  sovereignty  would 
reside  with  Westminster  and 
that,  tf  a  parish  council  could 
raise  tax.  so  should  a  Scottish 
parliament,  these  were  no 
slips  erf  the  tongue — Page  21 
Taleban:  Afghanistan  is  dis¬ 
appearing  into  fee  obscurity 
of  the  7th  century  —  Page  21 


Italian  task  force;  standards 
in  public  life;  influence  of 
Masons;  how  readers  earn 
prizes;  Catholic  doctrines; 
hunting;  Elgar _ Page  21 


Simon  Jenkins:  Elections 
have  joined  books,  newspa¬ 
pers  and  broadcasters  in  fee 
great  drift  down-market  in 
the  ‘'dumbing  down"  of 

Britain - Page  20 

Derwent  May.  Three-letter 
words  work  for  harder  than 
four-letter  words  —  and 
sometimes  as  much  by  their 
absence  as  their  presence.  By 
their  “ands”  and  their  “buts" 
shaD  ye  know  them-  Page  20 


Norman  Carr,  conservation¬ 
ist;  Jotie  Gabor,  socialite; 
Erik  Nelson.  aviatorPage  23 


Defensive:  The  French  have 
barred  a  bid  by  GEC  for 
Thomson  CSF - Page  25 

Pay  off:  The  former  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  fee  National  &  Pro¬ 
vincial  Building  Society  has 
been  made  redundant  with  a 

£700.000  pay-off - Page  25 

Shares:  The  DTI  is  under¬ 
stood  to  be  considering  an 
investigation  into  deals  in 
Maid,  the  online  information 

company- - —  Page  25 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  rose 
22  to  4236.6.  Sterling  rose 
from  983  to  9&6  after  a  foil 
from  $1.6415  to  $1.6402  but 
rising  to  DM2.7490-Page  28 


Tennis:  Victory  by  Andrew 
Richardson  brought  Britain 
level  in  the  Davis  Cup  match 
against  Zimbabwe— Page  48 
Football:  Middlesbrough. 
Coca-Cola  Cup  finalists 
against  Leicester  City,  could 
end  the  season  with  two 

trophies - Page  48 

Cricket  Ireland  and  Scotland 
readied  the  semi-finals  of  the 
ICC  Trophy  to  guarantee 
local  opposition  for  England 
in  the  World  Cup  — Page  44 

The  bespoke  Bentley  and  a 
35ft  stretch  mini. 


Tony  awards:  The  good 
news  is.  its  arts  policy  is 
not  buried  on  page  24.  The 
bad  news  is,  it’s  buried  on 
page  30.  just  behind  de¬ 
tails  of  Labour’s  “long¬ 
standing  commitment  to 


Play  time:  As  demands 
grow  for  a  National  Chil¬ 
dren's  Theatre.  Simon  Tait 
reports  on  our  “forgotten 
audience". — : — I — Page  19 

Bearable  Brahms:  The' 
Wigmore  Hall  marked  the 
centenary  of  Brahms’s 
death  with  a  subdued  and 
sombre  concert  —  Page  19 


Property:  France;  Devon; 
Sussex - Pages  7-11 

Home  life:  Can  parenting 
be  taught?-... -  Page  13 

10  15 

.Trainers:  How  fed/app 
brands  score 
Nick  Hornby:  Pacts  behind 
the  passion - -Rage  3 


Museums:. -Are  they  be¬ 
coming  theme  parks? _ 4 

Books: _ Pages  944 

What's  On: — Pages  15-22 
TV,  radio  guide: - 2351 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,446 

A  £30  book  token  will  be  awarded  to  the  senders  of  the  first  five  coned 
solutions  opened  next  Thursday.  Entries  should  be  addressed  to:  The 
Times.  Saturday  Crossword  Competition.  PO  Box  486,  Virginia  Street. 
London  El  9DD.  The  names  of  the  winners  and  the  solution  will  be 
published  next  Saturday. 


Name/ Address _ 


Latest  Road  and  Weather  conditions 
UK  Weather- M  repeas  0336444  910 
UK.  loads  -M  regjkms  0336401  410 
inside  M25  0336  40174* 

M25  md  U*  Roach  0334  401  747 

Nakmri  Nororw^*  0334  401  74S 

Condnancd  Europe  0334401  010 

Oamduods  0336401  388 


HowHfw  11— rtwrw 
6  Gacwldc  atrpors 


rprsm  -v  v-  "v-*® 


□  General:  Scotland  .-and  Northern 
Ireland  wffl  start  wrth  foin.  By  earty. 
afternoon  the  rain  'crier-  Northern 
Ireland  and  southwest  Scotland  will 
become  patchy,  whSeTh  the  north  the 
rain  will  turn  to  wintry  showers  during 
the  eventng>Wdst  places'  should  bet 


□  E  Anglia,  E  England:  earty  bright¬ 
ness  then  cloudy,  perhaps  a  few  slight 
showers  late  in  day.  Wind  west,  fresh 
or  strong.  Quite  warm.  Max  14C  (57F) 

□  N  Wales,  NW  England,  Lake 
District,  Isle  of  Man,  Central  N 
England,  NE  England:  mainly 


n 


MTD  0336467503 

by  Fax  &a»MBSas 


vfatOwDTrnem  sooim  «io  mo 

WUas  4I633S  N.Mnl  416  341 

Mdfandt  416  336  London  416  342 

4163X7  T^—.r - [T. 

RWfca  416  336 

N.&*  416  3 IS  oiemre  416  3S7 


dry  by  rrpdeight.  with  drizzle  at  times.  Cool 

Englanchand  Wales  wflf start  dfptit  '  wind,  westerly,  fresh  or  strong.  Max 


World  City  Weather 

153  durtnfiUom  world  whin 

by«ione«falft-*r  rnr,r,*0336  4liai6 
by  rax  {widest  pip)  0336  416333 


Europe  Corny  by  Country  0336461  605 
European  (unicorn  0336401886 

French  Motorways  0336401887 

Seaport  taferwadon  0330401883 

Dbneytrod  Pars  0336  401  409 

LeShucde  0338  401095 


mostly  cloudy,  with  perhaps  a<(ittje 
sunshine  in  southernmost  cairrtteS  at 
first  Showery  rain  w3l  spread  across 
northern  England,  North  Wales  and 
parts  of  eastern  England,  but  most 
southern  areas  will  stay  dry.  Generally 
windy.  Cod  in  North,  warm  in  South. 

□  London,  SE  England,  Central  S 
England,  E  Midlands,  W  Midlands, 
Channel  Isles,  SW  England, 
S  Wales:  bright  earty,  then  cloudy  but 
remaining  ary.  Wind  west,  fresh, 
occasionally  strong.  Quite  warm.  Max 
15C(59f) 


13C{55F) 

□  Borders,  Edinburgh  &  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  SW  Scotland,  Glasgow, 
Central  Highlands,  Moray  Firth, 
Argyll,  NW  Scotland,  N  Ireland: 

doudy  with  outbreaks  of  rain.  Cool 
wind,  strong  at  times.  Max  12C  (54 F) 

□  NE  Scotland,  Orkney,  Shetland: 
rain  clearing  to  wintry  showers  during 
the  afternoon  and  evening.  Wind 
mainly  northeast  fresh  or  strong. 
Chilly.  Max  7C  (45F) 

□  Outlook:  night  frosts;  mostly  dry, 
sunny  spells,  a  little  ran  in  far  north. 
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44  Car  reports  by  fax 
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Cifc  arc  drof«d  n  4Sp  pv  minau  chop  rate. 
50p  per  maun  at  W  mho-  bra**. 
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ACROSS 

I  Notes  made  on  staff  (5). 

4  Ift  wearable,  and  possibly 
throwaUe  (63)- 

9  Pure  and  animated  heroine  (4-5). 

10  Yank's  spirit  (5). 

]1  13  engineers  backed  judge  (5). 

12  Guns  T  will  put  in  vessel  (9). 

13  Attribute  of  a  writer  (7). 

15  National  side  in  American  game 

m- 

18  Encountered  neon  tent  problem 
with  plants  in  bad  weather  (7). 

20  Snake’s  done  in  queen,  when 
clasped  (7). 

21  An  acorn  —  it  can  develop  into  a 
plant  (9). 

23  One  must  turn  to  part  of  Bible  to 
find  him  (5). 

25  Some  carry  out  handiwork  in 
early  life  (5). 

2d  Stop  administering  sodium  to 
insect  (9). 

27  Support  from  below,  bringing 
European  articles  forward  (9). 

28  Visitor  supposed  to  be  seen  but 
not  beard?  On  the  contrary  (5). 
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DOWN 

1  Viflain  involved  in  arms  etc  (9). 

2  Put  away  —  in  other  words,  no 
longer  available  (5). 

3  Fear  to  gamble  after  business 
dispute(9). 

4  Group  of  soldiers  ordered  to  hide 
equipment  (7). 

5  Fight  involving  welterweights  of 
no  importance  (7). 

6  Force  oat  ace,  moving  right  to  left 
(5). 

7  Sewing  kit  for  home  economist 
<91.  " 

8  Drink  tea,  say?  All  right  (5). 

14  Be  persuaded  to  visit  (4.5)- 

16  Activity  resulting  from  original 
job  creation  scheme  (9). 

17  Churchmen  put  in  that  special 
decoration  on  tomb  (9)- 

19  Such  a  dancer  swept  Dorothy  off 
her  feel  (7). 

20  United  Nations  brought  in  to 
secure  hotspot  (7). 

21  Animal  —  shy  cat  —  losing 
mother  (5). 

22  Shudder  at  injuries  inflicted  on 
soldiers  (5). 

24  Harangue  half  the  voters  (5L 
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Sunrises; 
627  am 

AY 

Sunsets 

741  pm 

a 

Moon  sets 
5.18  om 

Maonrfse9 
532  am 

Near  moon  April  7 

London  741  pm  to  625  am 
Bristol  7  50  pm  To  635  am 
EdWxsijh  759  pm  to  631  am 
Manehsstor  752  pm  to  650  am 
Panranee  8.00  pm  to  £48  am 
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London  T  42  pro  to  623  am 
Bristol  752  pro  to  6  32  am 
Ednbugh  8  01  pm  to  628  am 
Manchester  7  S3  pm  to  628  am 
Penzance  8.02  pro  to  6  <6  am 
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Changes  to  chart  WyiGwB  move  scxdheast,  kiang  its  Idenflty;  low  KwH  move 
and  fifi;  high  B  wdl  lose  ds  IdenSy  as  another  high  terms  over  Britain 


southeast 


TORONTO  OR  NEW  YORK 

BA  747  to  Toronto  on  22  May,  10  July,  6  August, 

29  August,  and  6  September  •  five  nights  at  Sheraton 

•  Niagara  wife  helicopter  •  harbour  cruise  •  city  tour 

•  theatre  •  Concorde  supersonic  to  Heathrow  £1,999 

Concorde  supersonic  between  Heathrow  and  New  York 
•  four  nights  at  the  Sheraton  •  tours  by  coach,  yacht 
and  helicopter  •  depart  on  25  June  or  18  July  £1,999 

BA  747  to  New  York  on  any  day  •  four  nights  at 

S at)  •  Concorde  to  Heathrow  £2,499,  or 
£1,399  wife  Club  Class  return,  or  £1,899  First  Class 

ORIANA  &  ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Orient-Express  to  Southampton  on  27  May  •  five  night 
Onana  cruise  to  Monte-Carlo  via  Gibraltar  •  tour  Riviera 

•  Concorde  supersonic  from  Nice  to  Heathrow  £1,699 

Orient-Express  to  Southampton  on  8  June  •  three  night 
Unana  cruise  to  Norwegian  Fjords*  jet  return  £999 

to  Norw  on  1 1  June  •  eight  night  Oriana  Land 
°  cruJse  t0  Bergen  via  the  Fjords  and 

Spitsbergen  •  Concorde  supersonic  return  £1,999 

Orient-Express  to  Southampton  on  16  August  •  six  night 

C^JSJUS  to  Tenenfe  via  Praia  da  Rocha  and 

Casablanca  •  Concorde  supersonic  to  Heathrow  £1,799 

QE2  &  ORIENT-EXPRESS 

tour  *  Concorde  supersonic  to  Heathrow  from  £1,599 

on  13  July  •eleven  night 

N Midnight  Sun  cruise  to  Bergen  via  the 
Norwegian  Fjords  and  Iceland  »  Concorde  return  £2,999 

SSii5S£!S?S2  ^“tExpress  holidays  to  New  York 
(and  Toronto)  •  departures  every  month  from  £2,899 

For  our  full  colour  brochure,  please  telephone 

0181-992  7000 
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IJS  SUPERLATIVE  TRAVEL  W 

43,  Woodhuxst  Road,  London,  W3  6SS 
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DTI  may  launch  Maid  share  deal  inquiiy 
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Wagner  company  is  target 


By  Robert  Miller 

THE  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  is  understood  to  be  consid¬ 
ering  an  investigation  into  share 
deals  in  Maid,  the  online  informa¬ 
tion  company. 

Since  Maid  made  its  stock  market 
debut  in  1994  the  company’s  share 
price  has  been  as  low  as  45p  and  as 
high  as  354p.  Yesterday  Maid 
shares  dosed  up  4p  at  204p.  The 
Trade  and  Industry  Department  is 
believed  to  have  been  passed  the 
Maid  file  after  an  investigation  by 
the  Stock  Exchange. 

Under  City  rules  the  Stock  Ex¬ 


change’s  monitoring  and  surveillance 
unit  automatically  investigates  any 
unusual  share  deals  or  price  fluctua¬ 
tions.  These  rarely  lead  to  any  further 
action  being  taken. 

If.  however,  market  abuse  is  suspect¬ 
ed  file  Stock  Exchange  passes  the  file  to 
the  Trade  and  Industry  Department, 
which  then  decides  whether  to  use  its 
more  wide-ranging  powers  to  launch  a 
formal  investigation. 

In  February.  Dan  Wagner,  34.  chief 
executive  and  founder  of  Maid, 
claimed  that  his  company's  share  price 
had  been  forced  down  by  sophisticated 
international  short-selling. 

Between  October  last  year  and  the 


first  week  in  February  this  year  alone 
the  company's  share  price  went  from 
310p  to  150p. 

Mr  Wagner  said  that  he  had  made  a 
statement  at  the  time  after  ABN  Amro 
Hoare  Govett,  Maid’s  broker,  had 
noticed  “a  large  majority  of  foreign 
share  sales  coming  through  companies 
based  in  Jersey .  Monte  Carlo  and 
Lichtenstein". 

It  is  believed  that  after  Maid’s  share 
price  fall  and  the  company's  statement 
the  Stock  Exchange  began  an  investi¬ 
gation  as  it  was  bound  to  do.  Last  night 
the  Stock  Exchange  declined  to  com- 
menL  The  Trade  and  Industry  Depart¬ 
ment  said:  "We  neither  confirm  nor 


French  no 
to  bid  by 
GEC  for 
Thomson 


By  Adam  Sage  in  Paris  and  Oliver  August 


THE  French  Government 
has  snubbed  a  £1-2  billion 
takeover  bid  by  GEC  for 
Thpmson-CSF,  the  defence 
electronics  group  that  is  to  be 
privatised  soon. 

The  French  Finance  Minis¬ 
try  said  yesterday  that  it 
would  refuse  to  consider  the 
offer  made  last  week  by  the 
British  industrial  group, 
claiming  the  sale  of  Thom¬ 
son’s  defence  arm  to  a  foreign 
company  would  be  contrary  to 
the  national  security  interest 
GEC  said  that  the  French 
decision  was  undermining 
European  consolidation 
efforts  in  the  defence  sector  in 
tiie  face  of  a  renewed  on¬ 
slaught  by  US  rivals  that  had 
consolidated  already. 

Lord  Prior.  GEC  chairman, 
said:  “The  fragmented  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  European  defence 
electronics  industry  will  not 
sustain  a  strong  competitive 
position  in  world  markets  in 
the  next  century.  This  can  be 
achieved  only  through  an  inte¬ 
grated  capability  efficient  in  its 
operations  and  effective  in  the 
deployment  of  its  resources." 

.  French  ministers  insisted 
foreign  groups  were  welcome, 
but  only  as  subordinates. They 
emphasised-  President 
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Chirac’s  determination  to  see 
a  "national  defence  champi¬ 
on”  emerge  from  the  sell-off. 
The  GEC  rejection  will  be 
welcomed  by  the  two  French 
companies  bidding  for  the  58 
per  cent  Thomson  stake. 
Alcatel  Alsthom.  the  telecom¬ 
munications  company. 
Lags  dire,  the  defence  to 
media  group. 

•  Analysts  said  GECs  at¬ 
tempt  to  outbid  Alcatel  and 
Lagadere  was  a  very  long 
shoe  But  the  dismissive  na¬ 
ture  of  the  Paris  reponse  is 
likely  to  fuel  cros&Channel 
tensions.  With  President 
Chirac  describing  the  privati¬ 
sation  as  an  essential  pan  of 
European  defence  industry  re¬ 
structuring.  many  analysts  ex¬ 
pected  Paris  to  consider,  if  not 
accept.  GECs  proposal. 

However,  the  GEC  bid  was 
seen  by  the  Government  as  an 
embarrassment  as  well  as  a 
snub  to  GECs  FYench  part¬ 
ner,  Alcatel  Alsthom. 

The  French  Government 
said  it  wanted  GEC  to  open 
discussions  with  Lagadere 
and  Alcatel  with  a  view  to 
participating  in  their  offers. 

In  Paris,  analysts  expressed 
concern  that  by  adopting  a 
stance  that  wfll  be  portrayed  as 
intransigent,  France  could 
damage  its  chances  of  placing 
itself  at  the  centre  of  European 
defence  industry  restructuring. 

South  Korea  reacted  angrily 
last  year  when  the  original 
privatisation  procedure  was 
stopped  amid  protests  over  a 
plan  to  sell  Thomson’s  con¬ 
sumer  electronics  arm,  Thom¬ 
son  Multimedia,  to  Daewoo. 

In  its  second  attempt  the 
Government  decided  to  split 
Thomson,  hoping  for  a  speedy 
and  uncontroversial  sale  of  the 
defence  electronics  branch. 

The  Finance  Ministry  con¬ 
firmed  that  it  would  consider 
the  bids  by  Alcatel  and 
Lagadere.  Alcatel  has  rein¬ 
forced  its  chances  by  forging 
an  alliance  with  Dassault,  the 
defence  group.  Final  _  offers 
are  due  by  May  7,  with  the 
Finance  Minsitry  saying  it 
wants  to  make  a  decision  on 
Thpmson-CSF  by  June. _ 

Tempus.  page  28 


Delta  has  selected  Rolls-Royce’s  Trent  800  engine  to  power  its  fleet  of  Boeing  777 jets 


deny  whether  an  investigation  is  being 
conducted  into  an  individual  or  a 
company." 

Mr  Wagner  told  The  Times  yester¬ 
day:  "We  would  very  much  hope  that 
the  proper  authorities  will  investigate 
these  events.  We  are  trying  to  run  a 
business  and  a  successful  one.  But  we 
have  become  the  target  for  share 
manipulators." 

He  added:  “These  people  are  damag¬ 
ing  small  investors  who  believe  in 
Maid  by  spreading  rumours  that  are 
untrue  so  that  they  can  line  their  own 
pockets.  What  they  are  doing  is  not 
only  illegal  but  immoral  as  well.  The 
practice  should  be  stamped  out” 


Delta  deal 
opens  up 
America  to 
Rolls-Royce 

By  Oliver  August 

ROLLS-ROYCE  has  made  a 
big  breakthrough  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  market  with  Delta  Airlines 
selecting  the  UK-made  Trent 
800  engine  to  power  its  fleet  of 
Boeing  777  jets  tn  a  deal  that 
could  be  worth  £200  million. 

Delta  is  the  first  US  airline  to 
select  the  Trent  800  engine  for 
the  777  and  the  agreement 
could  open  up  the  booming 
American  aviation  market  for 
Rolls-Royce. 

A  spokewoman  said:  “This 
could  have  a  20-year  knock-on 
effect  The  Trent  800  was 
chosen  because  it  is  a  superior 
engine.  It  is  particularly  wel¬ 
come  as  it  comes  from  Delta, 
which  flies  more  customers 
than  any  other  airline." 

Last  month  Delta  announced 
an  long-term  agreement  with 
Boeing  for  firm  orders  and 
options  for  more  than  600  air¬ 
craft.  including  options  to  pur¬ 
chase  ten  777s.  Rolls-Royce  said 
the  number  could  rise. 

Rolls-Royce  currently  sup¬ 
plies  the  engines  for  about  30 
per  cent  of  the  existing  777s. 

The  Trent  892.  the  version  of 
the  800  series  ordered  by  Delta, 
has  completed  its  lest  phase 
and  is  waiting  for  certification 
from  the  US  government 


Abbey  pays 
N&P  chief 
£700,000 

By  Caroline  M  err  ell 

THE  former  chief  executive 
of  the  National  &  Provincial 
Building  Society  has  been 
made  redundant  from  the 
Abbey  National  with  a 
E 700.000  pay-off. 

AJastair  Lyons,  who  was 
chief  executive  of  N&P 
when  it  was  taken  over  by 
die  Abbey  last  year,  is  to  be¬ 
come  chief  executive  of  an¬ 
other  financial  services  com¬ 
pany.  His  appointment  will 
be  announced  this  month. 

Mr  Lyons’s  pay-off  repre¬ 
sents  more  than  two-and- 
half  times  his  annual  salary 
of  E25Q.0Q0.  He  had  been 
with  the  society  for  six  years. 

Mr  Lyons  said:  “1  have 
always  made  it  dear  that  I 
wanted  to  be  chief  executive 
of  another  company,  having 
been  chief  executive  of  the 
N&P.  1  wanted  to  make  sure 
that  the  N&P  was  fully 
integrated  with  the  Abbey 
before  making  my  move." 

Mr  Lyons  said  the  post 
involved  moving  from 
Yorkshire 


Halifax  targets 
savers  with 
loyalty  package 


By  Caroline  Merrell 


HALIFAX  Building  Society 
has  fired  the  fust  shots  in  a 
savings  war  triggered  by  the 
stock  marker  flotation  of  four 
of  the  UK’s  biggest  building 
societies. 

The  society  has  launched  a 
loyalty  package  to  secure  the 
custom  of  its  seven  million 
savers  that  includes  discounts 
on  personal  loans,  sped  a] 
rates  for  existing  mortgage 
customers  moving  home,  holi¬ 
day  discounts  and  free  finan¬ 
cial  advice. 

Savers  have  effectively  been 
locked  in  to  the  soriety  since  it 
announced  its  flotation  at  the 
end  of  1994.  They  risked  losing 
their  share  entitlement,  worth 
on  average  El 300.  if  they 
moved  their  savings  elsewhere. 

When  the  flotation  was  an¬ 
nounced.  the  Halifax  was 
paying  interest  at  a  rate  of  45 
per  cent  on  £5.000  in  its 
instant  access  account,  and 
4.65  per  cent  on  a  similar 


amount  in  its  90-day  account 
The  Halifax’s  instant  access 
Liquid  Gold  account  now  pays 
2.95  per  cent  interest,  while  its 
90-day  Solid  Gold  account 
pays  335  per  cent  on  a  £5.000 
investment 

Higher  rates  are  available 
elsewhere.  The  Permian  pays 
interest  of  43  per  cent,  while 
the  Bradford  &  Bingley  pays 
4.S  per  cent  and  Direct  Line  43 
per  cent  on  instant  access 
savings.  A  Forman  saver  gets 
52  per  cent  more  interest  than 
one  with  the  Halifax. 

The  Halifax  says  that  its 
savers  have  been  free  to  move 
all  but  £100  of  their  savings 
since  February  24  and  claims 
that  there  has  not  yet  been  any 
significant  outflow  of  funds. 

All  societies  are  waiting  to 
see  what  happens  when  the 
Alliance  &  Leicester  makes  its 
stock  market  debut  on  April  21. 

Weekend  Money,  page  34 
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BY  Keith  Rodgers 

eleven  head  office  staff  have  departed 
en  masse  from  Capital  Corporation,  the 
casino  operator  fighting  a  EI91  million 
takeover  bid  from  London  Clubs  Interna¬ 
tional,  rasing  questions  about  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  financial  and  management  controls. 

The  departures,  said  lo  be  linked  to  a 
dispute  over  bonus  payments,  leave  a 
large  bole  in  a  department  responsible  for 
finance,  purchasing,  security,  and  general 
administration.  The  company,  which  has 
been  without  a  full-rime  financial  director 
for  18  months,  employs  just  30  people  at 
head  office. 

The  walkout  throws  the  spotlight  back 
on  to  Capitals  internal  controls,  which 


Cany  Nesbitt  the  chairman,  acknowl¬ 
edged  were  “unsatisfactory"  in  the  19% 
interim  report  Last  year,  the  company 
called  in  independent  consultants  in  an 
attempt  to  strengthen  its  gaming  and 
financial  controls.  It  has  since  indicated 
that  the  conrrols  have  been  tightened  up. 

Although  the  II  members  of  staff  only 
left  on  Tuesday,  the  company  insisted 
"they  have  since  been  replaced  under  our 
existing  heads  of  department."  It  refused 
to  comment  on  whether  the  replacements 
were  temporary.  A  spokesman  added: 
“This  has  had  no  impact  on  our  day-to- 
day  operations  and  it's  very  much 
business  as  usual." 

Capital,  which  runs  Crockfards,  one  of 
the  oldest  private  gaming  clubs,  and  the 


Colony  Club,  has  rejected  the  London 
Clubs  offer  as  “derisory".  Capital  blamed 
a  drop  in  pre-tax  profits  in  1996  from  £13.1 
million  to  £9.2  million  in  part  on  one-off 
costs  resulting  from  consultancy  reviews. 
The  figures  were  also  hit  by  low  levels  of 
high  roller  activity  in  the  final  quarter 
and  exceptional  costs  from  the  temporary 
closure  of  one  of  its  two  casinos. 

Yesterday.  Mercury  Asset  Manage¬ 
ment.  a  major  investor  in  both  com¬ 
panies.  bought  165,000  shares  at  I95p  in 
Capital,  taking  its  stake  to  173  per  cent.  It 
sold  21500  shares  in  London  Clubs  at 
410p.  London  Clubs,  whose  shares  dosed 
at  408p.  is  offering  47  shares  for  every  100 
in  Capital,  valuing  each  share  at  19lp. 
Capital  shares  dosed  at  20l)p. 
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Martin  Currie  ha  spent  many  years  finding  investment 
potential  wherever  it  easts. 

Now,  from  our  Edbibmtfi  base,  we  manage  some 
£5  billion  in  investment  portfolios  for  pension  funds, 
investment  busts,  unit  trusts,  charities  and  private  dients. 

The  key  to  our  success  is  original  research.  In  fed,  we 
visit  over  1 .500  companies  worldwide  every  yean 

But  whether  we  are  exploring  opportunities  in  Europe, 
Aria  or  Latin  America,  we  always  remember  what  to  take 
with  us  -  the  best  traditions  of  Scottish  financial  integrity. 
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For  a  guide  to  investing  with  us, 
call  0500  61 62  65 


INSIGHT  ON  1  INTERNATIONAL  INVESTMENT 
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Virtual  office  becomes  a  reality  for  BA 


BRITISH  AIRWAYS  has  found  a  novel  way  of 
cutting  back  on  those  office  expenses  —  do 
away  with  the  office. 

The  airline's  new  £200  million  headquarters 
at  Heathrow  will  have  vast  amounts  of  open 
space  and  little  else.  Bob  Ayting.  BA's  cost- 
conscious  chief  executive,  has  decided  to  do 
without  a  desk  —  all  part  of  a  continuing  drive 
to  improve  efficiency. 

Mr  Ayting  is  seeking  to  strip  £1  billion  in 
costs  out  of  BA  in  an  endeavour  to  ensure  that 
Britain's  flag-carrier  remains  competitive.  His 
efforts  have  prompted  speculation  that  BA  is 
degenerating  into  a  “virtual  airline”,  with  the 


The  airline  has  gone  for  open  space  at  its  new  £200 
million  London  headquarters,  says  Jon  Ashworth 


actual  flying  franchised  out  elsewhere.  How¬ 
ever,  Mr  Ayting  has  consistently  denied 
having  any  such  intention. 

The  prospect  of  a  “virtual  office”  will  make 
perfect  sense  to  BA's  long-suffering  employees. 
The  complex  at  Haimondswcrrth,  dose  to  the 
M4;  consists  of  six  horseshoe-shaped  buildings 
linked  by  a  central  atrium.  Staff  will  be  treated 


to  “hoi-desking"  and  “hoteling”  —  reserving 
space  at  desks  in  advance. 

The  idea  is  to  break  down  bureaucracy  and 
.  improve  communication  among  BA'S  2^00 
head  office  staff.  Mr  Ayting  is  giving  up  his 
desk  in  favour  of  a  simple  table:  Glass  will 
predominate.  A  BA  spokesman  said:  “We  are 
seeking  to  bring  about  a  change  in  culture. 


This  is  the  sort  of  workplace  we  want  for  the 
future."  The  offices  are  set  in  a  240-acre  public 
park  buflt  on  a  former  waste  site. 

BA  is  not  alone  in  embracing  a  radical  new 
approach.  Andersen  Consulting  in  Paris  has 
“lagoons"  —  outward  facing  groups  working 
together.  Staff  are  given  “breakout  space”  in 
which  to  socialise.  They  have  their  own 
trolleys,  which  are  wheeled  to  where  they  are 
working  on  a  particular  day.  Employees 
elsewhere  indulge  in  "romping"  —  talking, 
gathering,  and  interacting. 

The  first  occupants  move  into  BA's,  new 
building  just  before  Christmas. 


ICA  urged 
to  close 
gap  in 
the  rules 


By  Jon  Ashworth 


ACCOUNTANCY  regulators 
are  facing  renewed  calls  to 
widen  the  scope  of  compensa¬ 
tion  payable  to  clients  of  firms 
rhat  go  bust 

The  various  accountancy 
institutes  run  compensation 
schemes  under  the  Financial 
Services  Act  (1986)  but  will 
only  pay  up  in  highly  specific 
circumstances. 

The  Institute  of  Chartered 
Accountants  in  England  and 
Wales  (ICA)  is  understood  to 
have  paid  out  in  only  14  cases 
in  the  past  five  years.  Compen¬ 
sation  is  currently  capped  at 
£50.000  per  case. 

Clients  are  typically  covered 
by  professional  indemnity  in¬ 
surance  (P10  —  a  prerequisite 
of  ICA  membership  —  but 


British  Gas 
seeks  to 
cut  800 jobs 

British  Gas  began  moves  to 
seek  up  to  800  volunteers 
for  redundancy  among  ser¬ 
vice  engineers,  blaming 
competitive  pressures  and 
new  technology  for  the 
planned  cutback.  The  ser¬ 
vices  arm  of  the  company 
sent  letters  to  its  6,000 
engineers,  saying  there  was 
not  enough  work  for  them 
all.  British  Gas  Services 
said  the  letters  were  the 
first  stage  of  a  consultation 
process  aimed  at  attracting 
up  to  800  volunteers  for 
redundancy.  The  GMB 
general  union  said  the  re¬ 
dundancies  were  “unjusti¬ 
fied"  and  that  it  had  not 
ruled  out  industrial  action 
over  the  planned  job  losses. 
It  is  seeking  urgent  talks 
with  the  company. 


policies  will  not  pay  out  in 
cases  of  baud. 

The  loophole  has  been  high¬ 
lighted  by  the  case  of  a  widow 
who  invested  £260.000  with  a 
chartered  accountant  who  was 
subsequently  jailed  for  fraud. 
Sarla  Platel,  of  Milton  Keynes, 
entrusted  her  life  savings  to 
Vincent  Mascarenhas.  based 
in  Hitchin.  Hertfordshire, 
who  was  last  month  sentenced 
to  four  years  in  prison  ar 
Luton  Crown  Court 

Illegal  deposit-taking  —  as 
opposed  to  investment  busi¬ 
ness  —  is  not  covered  by  the 
ICA  compensation  scheme. 
Kirsten  Rjmmer  of  Hilliers. 
the  Bedfordshire  law  firm 
acting  for  Mrs  Patel,  has 
urged  the  ICA  to  close  an 
obvious  gap  in  the  rules. 

Mrs  Rimmer  said:  “If 
people  go  to  a  chartered 
accountant  they  do  believe 
that  they're  not  going  to  have 
any  problems  if  something 
goes  wrong.” 

Such  inadents,  while  com¬ 
paratively  rare,  are  an  embar¬ 
rassment  for  the  ICA.  which  in 
1995  mounted  a  high-profile 
advertising  campaign  using 
the  slogan:  “It's  easier  to  sleep 
with  a  chartered  accountant" 
More  than  50,000  ICA  mem¬ 
bers  have  direct  dealing  with 
clients.  Officials  concede  pri¬ 
vately  that  the  ICA  compensa¬ 
tion  scheme  needs  to  be  looked 
at  but  are  concerned  about 
attracting  a  flood  of  opportu¬ 
nistic  claims. 

Clients  who  suffer  loss  are 
obliged  to  pursue  all  possible 
avenues  before  the  ICA  will 
even  consider  their  claim. 
They  must  first  sue  the  acc¬ 
ountant  If  that  foils,  PII  cover 
will  usually  lack  in.  If  not  the 
ICA  will  consider  claims  — 
but  only  in  the  case  of  invest¬ 
ment  business.  If  fraud  is 
involved,  clients  are  left  with 
nowhere  to  turn. 


Lord  Mancroft.  who  sold  Scratcfa-n-Win,  is  developing  video  lottery  machines 


Mancroft 
backed 
by  Crown 
Leisure 

By  Jon  Ashworth 

LORD  MANCROFT,  the  Tory 
peer,  has  won  strong  financial 
backing  for  his  plans  to  intro¬ 
duce  video  lottery  machines  in 
pubs  and  dubs  across  the  UK. 

Crown  Leisure,  which 
makes  coin-operated  amuse¬ 
ment  machines,  has  paid  an 
undisclosed  sum  for  a  50  per 
cent  stake  in  Lord  Man  croft’s 
company.  Inter  Lotto  (UK). 
The  first  in  a  raft  of  games  — 
each  of  which  will  benefit 
British  charities  —  is  due  to  be 
launched  in  the  autumn. 

Lord  Man  croft’s  earlier  ven¬ 
ture,  Scratch-n-Win.  was  sold 
to  Uttlewoods  in  December. 
Sales  of  scraichcards,  indud- 
ing  Poppy  Day  cards  for  the 
Royal  British  Legion,  raised 
about  £5  million  for  charity. 
Lord  Mancroft  has  been 
deared  to  proceed  by  the 
Gaming  Board,  and  is  negoti¬ 
ating  with  suppliers. 

Pubs,  clubs,  airport 
lounges,  shopping  malls,  fast- 
food  outlets  and  leisure  cen¬ 
tres  are  all  being  targeted  for 
the  new  games.  They  are  likely 
to  .indude  numbers  games 
and  daily  lotteries,  in  addition 
to  Keno.  a  form  of  electronic 
bingo  popular  in  America. 

Not  everyone  is  happy  with 
five  idea  of  gambling  in  pubs. 
Lord  Mancroft  said  mat  games 
would  be  carefully  monitored: 
“We're  a  responsible  com¬ 
pany."  About  20  per  cent  of  the 
money  raised  will  go  to  charity. 

Video  lottery  games  could 
feature  frequent  draws  and 
jadqxrts  of  up  to  £100.000.  The 
business  could  develop  into  a 
£500  million-a-year  industry, 
providing  potentially  huge  re¬ 
turns  for  investors. 


Rubython  ends  link  with  paper 


By  Jason  NissE 

TOM  RUBYTHON.  founder 
of  Sunday  Business,  is  finally 
to  end  his  connection  with  the 
ailing  newspaper  by  selling 
the  lease  of  its  London  office  to 
an  investor  group  led  by  Luke 
Johnson. 

The  price  was  not  disdosedL 
but  any  money  that  Mr  Ruby¬ 
thon  realises  from  the  deal  is 


expected  to  be  claimed  by  cred¬ 
itors  who  say  he  owes  them 
£70.000.  Mr  Rubython  last 
year  entered  an  Individual's- 
Volimtaiy  Arrangement  to 
avoid  bankruptcy.  Mr  John¬ 
son  said  he  expected  Mr  Ruby¬ 
thon  to  be  “out  by  Monday”. 

In  spite  of  giving  up  the  edit¬ 
orship  in  November,  Mr  Ruby¬ 
thon  has  remained  an  editorial 
consultant  However,  he  has 


said  that  he  wants  to  relaunch 
Business  Age,  the  monthly  title 
that  brought  him  to  promi¬ 
nence.  in  league  with  Anil 
Bhqyrul,  his  former  business 
partner  and  his  successor  as 
editor  of  Sunday  Business.  Mr 
Bhqyrul  left  it  in  Feburary. 

The  lease  on  the  West  End 
office,  at  3  Cavendish  Square, 
runs  for  six  years,  and  has  a 
rent-free  period  due  to  end 


next  month.  Mr  Johnson  said 
he  thought  the  building  was 
not  particularly  attractive  to 
tenants,  but  that  it  would 
cause  a  lot  of  disruption  for 
Sunday  Business  to  move  out. 

Mr  Johnson  denied  that  he 
is  about  to  sell  his  20  per  cent 
stake  in  the  paper,  which  he 
bought  for  £330,000.  but  said 
he  had  left  the  board  of  the 
company  that  owns  the  title.  ■ 


US  jobless  at  lowest 
level  for  five  months 

AMERICA'S  unemployment  rate  fell  for  the  second 
consecutive  month,  to  5.2  percent  m  Man^.manoQKr 
sign  of  brisk  economic  growth  that  lias  rattled  financial 
markets  waxy  of  inflation.  It  was  the  lowest  seasonally 
adjusted  rate  in  five  months,  the  Labour  Department  said 
yesterday,  as  moderate  job  growth  was  boosted  by  gains  in 
the  computer  industry  and  at  retail  and  financial 
businesses.  The  rate  was  5.3  per  cent  ui  February  and  5.4 

per  cent  in  January.  ,  _  _ , . 

Many  economists  believe  the  US  unemployment  rate  could 
slip  below  5  per  cent  later  this  year  for  the  first  time  m  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  Hourly  wages  rose  sharply.  The  Labour 
Department  said  average  hourly  earnings  of  nen-fann.  n on- 
supervisory  workers  rose  0.4  per  cent  m  March.  Year  on 
year,  average  wages  are  up  4  per  cent.  Robert  G.  D«jenck, 
an  economist  at  Northern  Trust  in  Chicago,  said:  ^ne  odds 
are  pointing  to  (another)  Fed  tightening  in  May." 

Queensborough  payout 

QUEENSBOROUGH  HOLDINGS,  the  leisure  company, 
yesterday  announced  it  would  pay  its  first  dividend  as  it 
moved  into  the  black.  The  company  reported  fulLyear  pre¬ 
tax  profits  of  £3.6  million  (£1  million  loss).  Earnings  were 
255p  a  share  (3.8p  loss).  There  was  a  fivefold  increase  in 
turnover  to  £21.4  million.  Queensborough  is  to  invest  £2.4 
million  in  existing  businesses  this  year.  The  final  dividend 
of  0.3p  is  payable  on  June  30. 

Iittlewoods  faces  lawsuit 

UTTLEWOODS  feces  court  action  from  Tommy  Hilfiger,  the 
US  clothing  group,  which  alleges  that  Iittlewoods  Warehouses 
has  been  selling  merchandise  that  infringes  its  trademarks.  It  is 
seeking  an  injunction  and  damages.  Uttlewoods  said  its  Home 
Shopping  division  “maintains  a  polity  of  selling  branded 
products  that  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  are  original  products. 
Uttlewoods  would  not  knowingly  sell  any  counterfeit  merchan¬ 
dise.  The  complaint  is  bang  investigated." 

AG  Holdings  buys  rivals 

AG  HOLDINGS,  the  manufacturer  of  cable  reels,  has 
continued  its  growth  through  acquisition  with  the  purchase 
of  three  smaller  rivals  in  Europe.  The  company  has  bought 
SOTAC  and  SEPRO  in  France  and  a  company  that  also 
trades  under  the  name  of  SEPRO  in  Belgium  for  a  total  of 
Frl3.5  million.  All  the  companies  manufacture  wooden  cable 
reels.  The  acquisitions  follow  a  one-for-six  issue  by  AG 
Holdings  in  November  that  raised  £3.8  million. 

Border  chain  cash  call 

BREAK  FOR  THE  BORDER,  tile  restaurant  and  live  music 
venue  operator,  intends  to  raise  £3  million  through  a  one-for- 
four  rights  issue  of  up  to  6.6  million  shares  at  5Ip  each.  The 
company,  which  floated  in  1993  and  has  since  suffered  patchy 
trading  in  some  of  its  London  venues,  will  spend  about  £13 
million  on  expanding  its  Wild  West  style  restaurants 
throughout  Britain.  The  remaining  £1.7  million  will  go 
towards  reducing  the  company's  debt 

Ocean  rises  to  £63 m 

JOHN  ALLAN,  chief  executive  of  Ocean  Group,  the  freight 
handling  and  distribution  company,  received  a  £95.000 
performance  bonus  last  year,  lifting  his  total  pay  to  £401,000, 
up  from  £373,000  in  1995.  The  total  amount  paid  to  the 
executive  directors  rose  nearly  25  per  cent  to  £125  million. 
Ocean  last  year  increased  its  underlying  pretax  profits  16.2 
per  cent  to  £63  million.  The  company's  shares  have  risen 
from  372p  last  year  to  the  current  level  of  5224  p. 

Dividend  marks  growth 

CALEDONIA  INVESTMENT  yesterday  declared  a  supple¬ 
mentary  dividend  of  30p  to  mark  growth  in  shareholders' 
funds.  The  payment  will  be  made  to  shareholders  who 
bought  stock  by  the  dose  of  business  on  Thursday.  A  second 
interim  dividend  of  12.8p  has  also  been  declared,  replacing 
the  final  dividend.  This  will  make  the  total  dividend  19p  (18p), 
for  the  year  ended  March  31.  Both  the  supplementary 
dividend  and  second  interim  dividend  will  be  paid  on  May  1. 


FREE  BANKING  FOR  BUSINESSES 


A!  Investec  Bank  (UK)  you  can  have  free  banking 
and  earn  a  high  interest  rate  on  your  balance... 

•  60  transactions  per  month  free  of  charge 

•  3 .50%  gross  p.a.  interest  rate 

•  Standing  orders  and  direct  debits 

•  Minimum  balance  of  £2,001 

•  A  first  class  postal  banking  service 

For  more  information  please  call  our  24-hour  artswerphone  on  01 71 426-0879  or  call  one  of  our 
Account  Manager  on  0171-203-1550  between  9am  and  5pm  Monday  K>  Friday,  quoting  lofamceHlBCA- 
AltemativeJy  complete  the  coupon  and  FREEPOST  it  to  us. 

INVESTED 

INVESTEC  BANK  (UK)  LIMITED 
The  new  name  for  Allied  Trust  Bank 


Inters  is  paid  pass  »  companies,  net  of  tawr  ra»  lax  to  sole  trades  and  pamerships. 
Intoes  rates  may  vary. 

To:  Investec  Bank  ILHO  Limited,  FREEPOST.  London  EC4B  «N 
Please  send  me  details  of  the  High  Interest  Business  Cheque  Accomr  (HlBCA). 


Name: - 

Name  of  business:- 
Address: - 


-Postcode: 


Invest*:  Sank  iliu  Limited.  Chukot  Bndgc.  25  Duwga*  Hill,  Loodm  LC4R  2AT.  T1  M/S/4/97 


Wrong  type  of  oil 
find  for  Borneo 


By  Carl  Mortls hed 


SHARES  in  British  Borneo 
Petroleum  Syndicate  plunged 
10  per  cent  yesterday  after  the 
col  exploration  group  reported 
an  unsuccessful  well  test  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  well, 
located  in  Green  Canyon 
block  37.  produced  hydrocar¬ 
bons,  but  samples  tested  by 
the  company  showed  that  it 
was  the  wrong  kind  of  oil  and 
had  no  commercial  value: 

Bill  Colvin,  finance  director, 
described  the  oil  as  “a  bit  like 
thick  treacle"  and  admitted 
that  the  company  was  disap¬ 
pointed  with  the  outcome.  “A 
few  weeks  ago  we  thought  we 
had  something  worth  about  £3 
per  share." 

The  well  test  recovered  sam¬ 
ples  of  8.6  degrees  API,  but  only 
three  miles  to  the  North,  wefls 
had  produced  good  quality  ofl 


measuring  20-30  degrees  API. 
Alan  Gaynor.  Borneo's  due/ 
executive,  said:  "We  believe 
the  result  of  this  well  is  very 
much  anomalous  for  this  re¬ 
gion  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico." 
He  said  the  company  would 
be  conducting  a  thorough  re¬ 
view  of  additional  drilling  op¬ 
portunities  with  its  partners. 
The  Green  Canyon  well  was 
funded  by  Borneo's  partner. 
Consolidated  Natural  Gas. 

Shares  in  Borneo  have 
soared  over  the  past  year,  ris¬ 
ing  from  £5  to  almost  £16 
because  of  the  successful  pur¬ 
chase  of  oil  discoveries  in  the 
deep  water  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  an  oil  province  that  is 
expected  will  soon  overtake 
the  North  Sea. 

Tempos,  page  28 
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THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 

6 The  stock-market 
falls  are  enough  for 
some  strategists  to  start 
.caning  the  end.  “The 
party  is  over,"  says 
Mark  Howdle,  head  of 
European  equity 
strategy  at  the 
stockbroker  UBS. 
“We  have  fallen  into 
a  recognisable 
syndrome  ...^ 
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A WORKING  WEEK  FOR:  JERRYTAYLOR 


Hanging  on  for  a  transatlantic  connection 


Eric  Regnly  finds  that  the  chief  executive  of 
MCI  is  hungry  to  lead  the  street  fighter  of 
US  telecoms  into  its  £12bn  merger  with  BT 


PETER  TFttEVNOfl 


^Monday 

^Tuesday 


a 


Wednesday 


Tfoursdav, 


^Friday 


fU  pec 
In  chii 
— 1  ish 


IT  IS  hard  to  imagine 
two  executives  as  dif¬ 
ferent  as  Sir  Peter 
Bonfield  and  Jerry  Tay¬ 
lor.  Bonfield.  knighted, 
cosmopolitan  and  im¬ 
peccably  dressed,  is  the 
chief  executive  of  Brit- 
Teiecom,  a  com¬ 
pany  that  is  soli 
struggling  to  shake  off  its  monopolistic 
heritage.  Taylor —  squat,  refreshingly 
unpolished,  a  US  Air  Force  veteran  and 
friend  of  Mike  Milken,  the  notorious 
junk-bond  king  —  is  chief  executive  of 
MCI.  the  street  fighter  of  the  US  phone 
industry  that  has  bloodied  AT&T’s  nose. 

They  are  a  potential  culture  clash  in  the 
making.  Bonfield  and  Taylor  have  been 
thrust  together  to  run  Concert,  the 
company  to  be  formed  later  this  year  by 
BTs  £12  billion  takeover  of  MCI,  Ameri¬ 
ca's  second-largest  long-distance  carrier. 
Bonfield  will  be  chief  executive  of  the 
global  powerhouse:  Taylor  will  take  the 
president  and  chief  operating  officer  titles. 

There  is  no  question  about  who  will  be 
in  charge.  “Peter's  the  boss,”  Taylor  says 
without  hesitation.  But  Bonfield  will  have 
to  tread  lightly.  Executives  loyal  to  Taylor 
will  occupy  many  of  the  top  positions  at 
Concert  and  he  will  have  Mel’s  interests 
dose  to  heart  It  has  been  his  employer  for 
almost  three  decades. 

Taylor,  futhermore. 
doesn’t  really  need  the 
job.  ST’S  takeover  of 
MCI  will  make  him  far 
richer  than  he  already  is. 

What  Taylor  spends  on  a 
single  fill-up  for  Odin. 
his  50-foot  sportfisher 
yacht,  would  buy  Bon¬ 
field  a  year’s  worth  of 
designer  suits.  Taylor  is 
to  receive  some  $44  mil¬ 
lion  for  his  MCI  shares  and  options.  His 
annual  salary  at  Cbncert  will  be  $700,000. 

Telecoms  executives  and  analysts  don’t 
think  melding  BT  and  MCI  will  be  easy. 
But  they  don’t  expect  the  cultural  differ¬ 
ences  to  wreck  the  union.  BT.  they  note,  is 
hardly  leaping  into  die  fray.  It  has  owned 
20  per  cent  of  MCI  since  1994  and  spent  a 
lot  of  time  getting  to  know  its  people, 
products  and  strategy;  “Friends  &  Fam¬ 
ily".  BTs  successful  discount  package, 
was  an  MCI  invention. 

While  Bonfield  and  Taylor  could  have 
been  bred  on  different  planets,  it  is  also 
wrong  to  assume  that  BT  and  MCI  are 
miles  apart  adturslly.  BT  is  competing  in 
die  world's  most  liberal  telecoms  market 
and  has  learnt  to  move  quickly.  John 
Tysoe,  an  analyst  at  Sodete  Strauss 
Turnbull  Securities,  said  BT  was  positive¬ 
ly  nimble  in  comparison  to  its  old  self. 
“BT,  13  years  after  privatisation,  has 
moved  a  helluva  king  way  from  the 
regulated  utility  it  once  was.” 

Taylor  agrees:  “Peter  Bonfield  is  more 
aggressive  than  many  MCI  people." 

Taylor.  55.  joined  MCI.  then  known  as 
Microwave  Communications  Inc,  in  1969. 
He  was  its  sixth  employee.  He  was  bom 
in  a  small  frozen  town  in  Michigan.  His 
father  was  an  inventor  who  specialised  in 
chemicals  and  developed  the  substance 


used  to  kill  the  lampreys  that  wiped  out 
the  salmon  stocks  in  the  Great  Lakes. 

Like  many  young  men  of  his  era.  the 
armed  forces  provided  his  escape  route. 
He  became  a  communications  expert  in 
the^  US  Air  Force,  had  a  posting  in 
Okinawa,  Japan,  studied  physics  at  San 
Francisco  Stale  University  and  ended  up 
teaching  there.  When  the  time  came  to 
find  a  paying  career,  he  took  a  gamble  on 
MCI.  At  the  time,  MCI  had  more  to  do 
with  litigation  than  telecommunications. 
Taylor  saict  “We  were  a  law  office  with  an 
antenna  on  the  roof." 

Indeed,  mighty  American  Telephone  & 
Telegraph,  through  its  regional  Bell 
companies,  had  a  hammerlock  on  the 
domestic  phone  services.  But  the  monopo¬ 
ly  was  always  under  attack.  In  the  1960s, 
regulatory  changes  allowed  companies 
such  as  MCI  to  build  networks  in  an  eff¬ 
ort  to  break  into  the  long-distance  market 
It  wasn’t  easy. 

The  Bell  companies  were  not  about  to 
let  a  business  they  had  owned  since  the 
turn  of  the  century  slide  away  and.  in  that 
great  American  tradition,  they  defended 
their  turf  in  the  courts.  “We  had  a  lot  of 
lawsuits,"  Taylor  remembers.  “Once  in 
Texas,  the  Bell  company  disconnected  our 
business  on  the  grounds  that  our  service 
was  not  authorised  —  not  authorised  by 
them,  that  is."  Although  MCI  scored  a 

_  string  of  court  victories,  it 

was  never  confident 
about  its  future  in  the 
early  years.  Every  busi¬ 
ness  customer  —  it  had 
no  residential  business  at 
the  time — was  hard  won 
and  virtually  every  spare 
dollar  went  to  finance 
lawsuits.  The  company, 
which  raised  $30  million 

_  in  its  1972  flotation,  had  a 

negative  net  worth 
throughout  the  1970s. 

Taylor  nonetheless  was  having  the  time 
of  his  life.  In  his  first  few  years  at  MCI,  he 
wrote  the  regulatory  applications  for  op¬ 
erating  licences,  then  switched  to  the  sales 
side.  MCI  was  enjoying  its  underdog 
status  and  captured  the  imagination  of 
the  upstart  companies  which  loved  to  hate 
AT&T  and  the  Bell  companies.  “The  Gov¬ 
ernment  needed  a  catalyst  for  change." 
Taylor  said.  “We  were  successful  in  that 
sense.  MCI  galvanised  opinion  against 
AT&T.  It  was  great  to  have  them  as  an  en¬ 
emy (An  "anti-trust  suit  filed  by  the 
Justice  Department  in  the  mid-1970s 
succeeded  in  breaking  AT&T  into  a  long¬ 
distance  company  and  seven  regional 
“Baby.  Bells"  in  1984.)  By  die  early  1980s, 
MCI  no  longer  feared  it  would  go  out  of 
business.  It  expanded  its  networks,  devel¬ 
oped  its  brand  image  and  recruited  its 
first  residential  customers.  But  it  was  still 
a  bit  player. 

One  man  and  one  financial  instrument 
would  catapult  MCI  into  the  big  league. 
In  the  early  1980s  MCI  was  introduced  to 
Michael  Milken,  of  Drexel  Burnham 
Lambert,  the  investment  firm  that  was  to 
become  the  most  profitable  player  on 
Wall  Street  through  the  judicious  use  of 
junk  bonds,  high-yield  corporate  bonds 
that  could  turn  a  corporate  mouse  into  a 


6  We  were 
a  law  office 
with  an 
antenna  on 
the  roof  9 


Jerry  Taylor  is  looking  forward  to  trying  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  offered  by  the  Telecommunications  Act,  which  Congress  passed  last  year 


tiger.  Milken  used  them  to  transform 
American  industry  and  he  did  die  same 
for  MCI.  He  raised  $2.7  billion  for  die 
company  in  the  mid-1980s,  giving  it  the 
financial  might  to  challenge  AT&T’s 
dominance  in  international  telecoms. 
"We  certainly  would  not  have  got  that 
kind  of  capital  without  him,"  Taylor  said. 

Milken’s  parly  ended  in  1990  when  he 
pleaded  guilty  to  violating  securities  laws 
to  settle  the  Justice  Department’s  racke¬ 
teering  case.  Milken  went  to  prison,  but 
the  fallen  hero  was  not  forgotten  by 
Taylor  and  Bert  Roberts.  Mel’s  chair¬ 
man.  Taylor  says  he  has  been  an  adviser 
to  MCI  from  time  to  time. 

MCI  continued  to  grow  in  the  early 
1990s.  becoming  a  well-known  consumer 
name  through  relentless  advertising.  The 
company  made  a  $1  billion  investment  in 
The  News  Corporation  in  1995.  News 
Corp  is  the  parent  company  of  The  Times. 
Concert  will  inherit  this  Investment  when 
the  BT-MC1  merger  receives  regulatory 
approval,  expected  in  the  autumn. 

Since  then  a  fresh  round  of  regulatory 
changes  has  presented  it  with  another 
opportunity  —  one  so  big  it  could  make  or 
break  Mel's  fortunes.  In  early  1996. 
Congress  passed  the  Telecommunications 
Act,  the  most  radical  and  sweeping  piece 


of  telecoms  legislation  since  the  disman¬ 
tling  of  AT&T. 

The  Act  is  designed  to  eliminate  the 
industry’s  remaining  trade  barriers,  al¬ 
lowing  the  long-distance  carriers,  the 
regional  and  local 
phone  companies  and 
the  cable  companies  to 
compete  in  each  oth¬ 
ers  markets.  Before  its 
passage,  MCI.  AT&T 
and  Sprint  the  three 
main  tong-distance  op¬ 
erators.  could  not  pro¬ 
vide  local  phone  cal Is. 
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The  Act  was  supposed  to  trigger  a  free-for- 
all.  The  reality  is  that  developing  new 
networks,  prising  open  the  local  monopo¬ 
lies  that  still  exist,  negotiating  intercon¬ 


nection  fees  with  those  companies  and 
taking  the  stubborn  ones  to  court  will  take 
years  and  billions  of  dollars.  MCI.  in 
effect,  faces  a  repeat  of  the  war  that  it 
fought  in  the  Sixties  and  Seventies.  And 
this  time,  it  could  not  do  it  alone. 

Enter  BT.  Taylor  said  BT  would  not 
actually  finance  MCI's  push  into  local 
markets.  Bur  having  BT  as  its  owner  will 
remove  the  pressure  on  MCI  to  report 
ever-increasing  earnings.  It  can,  in  other 
words,  invest  as  lirtle  or  as  much  as  it 
wants  without  the  irritation  of  public 
shareholders  breathing  down  its  neck. 

Taykr  could  easily  call  it  a  day  and 
devote  his  time  to  marlin  fishing  and 
scuba  diving,  his  two  favourite  activities. 
As  tempting  as  it  is,  he  is  nor  ready.  He 
has  agreed  a  three-year  contract  with 


Concert  and  said  he  was  locking  forward 
to  transforming  it  through  MCI,  into  a 
serious  player  in  the  local  market.  “1  don’t' 
see  tilis  as  the  end  of  my  career,"  he  said. 
“I  see  it  as  a  huge  opportunity  to  cany  on, 
building  up  an  international  partnership 
with  BT  and  getting  into  local  markets  in 
America.  This  is  exciting.  Who  would  not 
want  to  be  part  of  it?  I  love  action." 

The  City  is  looking  forward  to  Concert’s 
launch  and  thinks  it  has  a  good  chance  of 
achieving  its  goals  if  BT  and  MCI  can 
merge  their  operations  and  cultures 
without  too  many  snags.  Tysoe.  of  Strauss 
Turnbull,  said:  “There’s  such  a  large 
market  to  go  after  worldwide.  These  guys 
deserve  to  get  their  butts  kicked  if  they 
spend  their  time  squabbling  with  each 
other  instead." 


Opulent  reminder  of  when 
banks  projected  their  might 


Cashing  a  cheque  on 
tiie  way  to  the  Ritz 
Hotel  can  bean  exotic 
experience.  A  dutch  of  bank 
buildings  in  Piccadilly  built 
by  the  architect  of  the  Dorch¬ 
ester,  william  Curtis  Green 
(1875-1960).  offers  the  passer¬ 
by  a  chance  to  step  into  a 
world  set  utterly  apart  from 
ordinary  high  street  bank 
branches.  On  the  corner  of 
Arlington  Street  and  Picca¬ 
dilly.  at  No  160,  is  a  branch 
of  Barclays  Bank  designed 
by  Curtis  Green  that  is  a 
luxurious  oriental  world  of 
whimsy.  Four  Venetian  red 
lacquered  columns  glow 
with  reflected  light  against 
Marik  lacquered  counters 
picked  out  in  gold.  The  surf¬ 
ace  of  flic  central  desk  is  red 
and  covered  with  oriental 
gyrujs,  and  high  cm  a  side 
waB  hangs  a  red  and  gold 
ehinoiserie  paneL 
Opposite  Barclays,  at  No 
63  Piccadilly  on  the  corner  of 
Albennarie  Street  is  Curtis 
Green’s  branch  of  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Westminster,  built  in 
the  late  1920s  and  refur¬ 
bished  last  year.  This  is  an 
unusually  tall  street  facade, 
hut  Curtis  Green  has  nan- 
aged  to  articulate  it  success¬ 
fully  with  the  help  of 
borrowed  models  from  the 
Italian  Renaissance.  The 
ground  floor  level  is  arched 
ro  the  style  of  an  Italian 


The  high  cefling  completes  the  thoroughly  classical  interior 


the  door  frames  and  the 
cornice  is  decorated  with 
elaborate  rose  devices.  Curtis 
Green  inserted  a  tall  mezza¬ 
nine  level,  and  for  the  top 
three  floors  above  the  bond¬ 
ing's  cornice  incorporated  a 
loggia  bound  with  an  elabo¬ 
rately  worked  iron  baJconj 
The  braiding  is  l 


classical  —  its  doors  and  raft¬ 
ings  with  italianate  handles 
and  decorations  emphasise 
tire  strength  and  security  that 
a  bank  ought  to  possess— and 
would  not  have  disgraced  the 
Medici  fomfty-  Bearing  a  pass¬ 
ing  resemblance  to  tiie  opulent 
city  banks  of  East  Coast  North 
America  of  the  1920s  (done  in 
the  “Big  Bow  Wow"  style  of 
Corinth  USA),  the  new  Nat¬ 
ional  Westminster,  when  it 
opened  in  1928,  with  its  large 


grandiose  interiors  just  visi¬ 
ble  from  the  street,  immed¬ 
iately  pulled  in  customers. 

Today  the  branch  retains 
much  of  Hs  splendid  green 
and  white  chcquerhoard 
marble  floor,  a  series  of  fine 
pendant  lights  and  an  elabo¬ 
rate  Greek  key  pattern  dr- 
ding  the  high  ceiling,  and  a 
striking  modem  tapestry  by 
Tom  Phillips.  Magnificently 
spacious,  this  has  never  been 
an  average  bank  branch. 


Tbe  1920s  was  a  period 
when  all  the  leading  banks 
were  involved  in  a  mad  rush 
to  provide  more  branches 
and  attract  more  customers. 
Competition  was  intense, 
particularly  on  this  stretch  of 
Piccadilly.  Curtis  Green  had 
only  recently  converted  the 
glamorous  Wolseley  Motor 
Car  showroom  at  160  Picca¬ 
dilly  into  his  celebrated 
Barclays  Bank  branch.  And 
Sir  Edwin  Lutyens  had  de¬ 
signed  an  exquisite  little 
branch  for  tiie  Midland 
Bank  on  the  comer  of  St 
James’s,  with  two  rooms  set 
aside  for  ladies  and  Ameri¬ 
can  visitors,  and  fitted  out  in 
a  sober  country-house  Geor¬ 
gian  style  with  reproduction 
walnut  furniture. 

The  prevailing  wisdom  of 
the  day  was  that  bank  build¬ 
ings  should  reflect  the  monu¬ 
mental  wealth  and  security 
of  their  occupiers.  Architects 
were  asked  to  build  in  an 
appropriately  noble  style. 

Curtis  Green  buffi  (wo 
banks  in  Piccadilly  in  the 
1920s  and  Stratton  House  a 

little  further  along  the  street. 

The  dimax  of  his  career  was 
die  commission  to  build  the 
Dorchester  in  1930.  But  more 
Londoners  will  remember 
him  for  his  bank  branches. 
As  Professor  C.H.  Reilly 
wrote  in  the  Architectural 
Review  in  1927,  his  bank 
interiors  were  delightful. 
“There  is  none  of  the  sense  of 
depression  which  our  bank 
interiors  are  generally  so 
careful  to  provide.  To  be  told 
one  was  overdrawn  in  Mr 
Curtis  Green's  bank  would 
merely  produce  a  laugh,  and 
how  much  better." 

Joanna  Pitman 
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Upbeat  view  on  windfall 
tax  helps  BG  to  shine 


BG  was  the  best  performing 
company  among  the  top  100, 
climbing  6Vip  to  lT&p.  as  a 
dutch  of  brokers  rushed  to 
recommend  the  shares  to  their 
clients. 

SBC  Warburg  has  joined 
the  growing  number*  of  bro¬ 
kers  to  suggest  that  the  impo¬ 
sition  of  a  windfall  tax  on  the 
utilities  by  an  incoming  Lab¬ 
our  government  has  already 
been  factored  into  the  market 
Top  of  its  shopping  list  is  BG, 
half  of  the  British  Gas 
demerger  earlier  this  year. 

On  Thursday,  Credit  Lyon¬ 
nais  Laing  tipped  BG  as  one  to 
“buy”  and  now  Warburg  is 
pushing  the  stock  to  clients. 
UBS  is  also  said  to  be  telling 
clients  thatBG  is  worth  200p  a 
share  and  more  if  the  Monop¬ 
olies  &  Mergers  Commission 
comes  out  m  favour  of  the 
company  in  its  dispute  with 
Ofgas,  the  industry  regulator. 

Panmure  Gordon,  die  bro¬ 
ker.  prefers  PowerGen,  up 
I'ip  at  616p,  among  the  utili¬ 
ties.  Other  utilities  went  belter 
as  the  market  began  to  take  a 
more  upbeat  view  of  die 
windfall  tax  situation. 

Among  the  electricity  com¬ 
panies  British1  Energy  rose  6p 
to  I34p.  National  Power  9p  to 
505^  pL  Scottish  Hydro  5b p  to 
J70p  and  Southern  Electric 
7b  p  to  396p.  The  water  sector 
saw  Severn  Trent  firm  9bp  to 
70Sp,  Thames  Water  lOp  to 
676b  p.  United  Utilities  lip  to 
632b p,  Yorkshire  Water  I9p 
to  350p,  and  Wessex  Water  9p 
to  380b  p. 

Share  prices  generally  end¬ 
ed  the  week  on  a  steady  note 
but  below  their  best  of  the  day. 
After  weathering  a  subdued 
set  of  US  payroll  numbers  for 
March,  London  was  dragged 
lower  by  another  volatile  start 
to  trading  in  New  York.  It  saw 
the  DowJones  industrial  aver¬ 
age  down  more  than  70  points 
during  the  first  hour  of  trad¬ 
ing  before  rallying  strongly. 

The  FT-SE  100 ;  index 
touched  4,247.6  before  reduc¬ 
ing  its  lead  to  22.0  ar  4,236.6. 
Thars  a  fall  on  the  week  of 
76.3.  A  total-  of  772  million 
shares  changed  hands  with 
brokers  reporting  some  genu¬ 
ine  retail  demand  from  both 
institutional  and  private 
clients. 

The  continuing  slide  in  the 
price  of  crude  oil  on  world 
markets  provided  another 
bumpy  ride  for  the  oil  com¬ 
panies.  Among  the  leaders  BP 
fell  13p  to  670b  p,  while  Shell 
shed  8p  at  £10.33  b. 

News  of  some  disappointing 
drilling  results  in  the  Gulf  of 


The  continuing  slide  in  the  price  of  crude  hit  the  oQ  sector 


Mexico  brought  the  recent 
strong  run  by  British  Borneo 
to  a  grinding  halt  with  die 
shares  finishing  148 bp  down 
at  £13.91  b.  A  statement  from 
the  company  said  the  oil  found 
was  too  heavy  to  extract 
commercially. 

Elsewhere  in  the  sector. 
Enterprise  OQ  rose  3bp  to 
620p,  Pittencrief  lbp  to  45p. 
and  Scafiefd  Resources  4p  to 


56p.  Lasmo  was  6p  cheaper  at 
218b  p  after  BZW  urged  clients 
to  go  underweight  in  the  stock. 

In  contrast  the  banks  en¬ 
joyed  some  solid  support 
Leading  the  way  was  Abbey 
National.  14p  better  at  742p, 
along  with  HSBC,  22bp  to 
£14.47,  Barclays,  16bp  to 
£1029.  National  Westmin¬ 
ster,  I4bp  to  689 bp.  Royal 
Bank  of  Scotland,  5p  to 
523bp  and  Standard  Char¬ 
tered,  4p  to  S26p. 

Sicbe  touched  970p  before 
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recovering  to  dose  a  net  7b  p 
lower  at  986b p  after  NatWest 
Securities  reduced  its  recom¬ 
mendation  for  the  shares  from 
“hold"  to  “reduce".  The  broker 
reported  signs  of  a  slowdown 
as  the  group's  competitive  lead 
begins  to  narrow  and  Foxboro 
starts  to  lose  some  of  its 
momentum. 

But  a  “buy"  recommenda¬ 
tion  boosted  Tomkins,  which 


Keep  an  eye  on  Cortecs  International  during  the  next  couple  of 
weeks.  The  company  is  to  give  an  update  on  trials  of  its 
treatment  for  osteoporosis,  or  brittle  bones.  Positive  news  could 
provide  a  further  boost  to  the  shares,  which  have  come  up  from 
the  165p  level  this  year.  They  dosed  yesterday  at  2S0p,  down  6p. 


ended  the  day  5p  better  at 
274p.  SBC  Warburg  has  made 
a  sum-of-the-parts  valuation 
of  the  business  and  has  set  a 
target  price  of  3I6p  a  share. 

Further  reflection  on  this 
week's  profits  news  from  Se¬ 
nior  Engineering  lifted  the 
price  6bp  to  I31p.  Beeson 
Gregory,  the  broker,  is  stick¬ 
ing  with  a  pre-tax  profit  fore¬ 
cast  of  £35.1  million  compared 
with  £29 5  million  last  time  for 
the  year  to  January  31.  But  it 
says  the  group  has  the  poten¬ 


tial  to  beat  its  forecast 

Rank  Organisation  contin¬ 
ued  to  make  headway  with  a 
rise  of  Up  to  447b  p  as  brokers 
reflected  on  this  week's  sale  of 
its  film  distribution  business 
to  Carlton  Communications, 
lp  easier  at  51  Ip.  Now  hopes 
are  growing  that  Rank  has 
found  a  buyer  for  its  49  per 
cent  stake  in  Rank  Xerox. 
Brokers  say  Rank  Xerox  could 
command  a  prioe  tag  of  almost 
£1  billion.  The  proceeds  from 
such  a  sale  may  well  be  used  to 
finance  -  a  share  buyback 
operation. 

There  seems  to  be  no  stop¬ 
ping  little  Drew  Scientific 
where  the  price  touched  240p 
before  dosing  32b  p  higher  at 
195p  despite  the  best  efforts  of 
the  company  and  its  broker  to 
play  down  recent  speculation. 
It  relates  ro  the  group's  at-, 
tempt  at  developing  a  new 
marker  for  the  onset  of  cardio¬ 
vascular  disease.  The  share 
price  has  more  than  trebled  in 
the  past  few  weeks  after  a 
placing  at  52p. 

Bickerton  Group  made  a 
cautious  debut  on  Aim  after  a 
placing  by  Teather  &  Green-" 
wood,  the  broker,  at  40p. 
Shanes  in  the  builder  and 
property  developer  opened  at 
44b  p  before  ending  the  day  at 
42p.  a  premium  of  2p.  • 

Also  on  Aim,  Torch  Hold¬ 
ings  was  unmoved  at  I07b  p  in 
first  time  trading,  while  on  the 
main  board  Oxford  Technol¬ 
ogy.  the  venture  capitalist, 
was  steady  at  95p  on  its 
-market  debut 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Bond 
prices  took  the  latest  US 
payroll  numbers  in  their 
stride  to  end  the  session  near 
their  best  levels  of  the  day. 
They  also  outperformed  Ger¬ 
man  bunds  supported  by  re¬ 
newed  gains  for  the  pound 
against  the  mark.  Brokers 
said  the  volatility  that  had 
beat  expected  to  accompany 
the  payroll  numbers  failed  to 
materialise.  . 

In  the  futures  fnt,  the  June 
series  of  the  long  gjJ  tended  £U 
better  at  EICS2^*  in  modest 
trading  that  saw  just  47,000 
contracts  completed. 

In  the  cash  market,  longer 
dated  issues  saw  Treasury  S 
per  cent  2015  firm  £*32  to 
£101' 5ie,  white  at  the  shorter 
end  Treasury  8  per  cent  2000 
was  three  ticks  firmer  at 
E102W. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Seli-offe  in 
the  bond  market  and  in  IBM 
shares  kept'  foe  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  trading 
lower  at  midday,  down  35.12  at 
6,44223. 
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National  insecunty 


WHAT  a  shock  to  learn  rhat  a  proposed 
investment  by  GEC  in  Thamson-CSF.  a 
French  defence  electronics  group,  is  perceived 
by  the  French  Government  as  a  potential 
threat  to  national  security.  The  British 
company  is  a/ready  working  on  defence 
projects  with  Matra  and  Thomson,  but  GEC 
gambled  in  making  a  sole  bid  to  take  on  the  58 
per  cent  government  interest  in  Thomson- 
CSF.  Having  bungled  a  previous  attempt  to 
sell  the  company,  feelings  of  insecurity  were 
dearly  high  among  French  mandarins. 

Still,  they  could  well  regret  spuming  GECs 
candidature.  Unlike  the  rival  French  bidders. 
Lagardere  and  Alcatel,  GEC  is  loaded  with 
cash  and  would  probably  have  paid  well  over 
the  odds  for  the  opportunity  to  stitch  together 
Marconi  and  Thorn son-CS F.  There  is  also  the 
risk  that  France  could  lose  out  longer  term. 


Impatience  is  growing  among^  European 
defence  contractors  over  the  French  obswsrait 
with  control  over  defence-related  assets.  A  less 
chauvinistic  approach  towards  ownership 
night  have  offered  France  the  negotiating 
Soy  of  ensuring  that  the  focus  of  any  pan- 
European  defence  industry  remained  on 
French  soil,  just  as  Airbus  Lndustne  has  made 
its  home  in  Toulouse.  GEC  will  doubtless 
attempt  to  slot  itself  into  either  the  .Alcatel  or 
Lagardere  bids  bur  ir  is  clear  rhat  it  will  not 
accept  shared  ownership  of  Marconi. 

GECs  aggressive  push  for  tts  candidature 
marks  a  departure  from  the  softly,  softiy  style 
of  its  previous  chief  executive.  George 
Simpson  clearly  prefers  the  direct  approach. 
If  the  co-operative  spirit  remains  absent  in 
Paris,  there  is  the  risk  that  Europe^s  defence 
contractors  will  look  westward  for  deals. 


British  Borneo 

OIL  companies  rarely  adver¬ 
tise  minor  drilling  setbacks, 
so  yesterday's  report  from 
British  Borneo  Petroleum 
Syndicate  on  its  Green  Can¬ 
yon  well  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  sounded  like  a  con¬ 
fession.  Expectations  of  a 
further  70  million  barrels  in 
reserves  have  turned  to 
nought 

This  is  no  tragedy  —  the  oil 
company  has  another  three 
prospects  worth  exploring  in 
its  Green  Canyon  acreage  — 
but  British  Borneo's  share 
price  took  a  pounding,  losing 
IQ  per  cent  of  its  value.  Still 
at  yesterday's  closing  price  of 
£15.91,  British  Borneo  shares 
are  trading  at  a  level  almost 
double  estimates  of  their  net 
present  value,  about  750p 
including  I30p  for  the  explo¬ 
ration  prospects. 

-This  is  an  extraordinary 
change  from  a  year  ago 


when  most  exploration  com¬ 
panies  were  valued  by  the 
market  at  discounts  to  esti¬ 
mates  of  their  net  worth-  Last 
summer’s  oil  price  bubble 
had  something  to  do  with 
changed  expectations,  as  did 
the  bid  for  Clyde  Petroleum. 
But  British  Borneo’s  success¬ 
ful  acquisition  of  the 
Morpeth  field  and  seismic 
surveys  of  the  deep  water 


Gulf  of  Mexico  have  blinded 
the  market  to  risk.  The 
seismic  information  has  edy 
a  bled  British  Borneo  to  iden¬ 
tify  potential  oil  reservoirs 
but  as  yesterday's  well  has 
shown,  it  cannot  determine 
whether  the  oil  has  commer¬ 
cial  value.  This  is  still  a  high- 
risk  business  and  the  market 
seems  to  have  forgotten  that 
the  oil  price  is  fading. 


FALLING  INTO  THE 
GREEN  CANYON 
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Lex  Service 

THE  stock  market  was  un¬ 
impressed  by  news  of  good 
sales  by  Lex  Service,  the 
motor  dealer.  The  current 
consensus  is  that  Lex  wall 
make  profits  of  around  £58 
million  this  year,  equivalent 
to  earnings  of  35p  a  share. 
That  puts  the  company  on  a 
miserly  p/e  multiple  of  less 
than  ten. 

Lex  has  already  made 
moves  to  improve  its  perform¬ 
ance.  It  has  shed  nearly  30 
smaller  dealerships,  concen¬ 
trating  on  its  strongest  busi¬ 
nesses.  leasing  and  parts  dis¬ 
tribution,  and  it  has  brought 
in  a  new  chief  executive. 

Sir  Trevor  Chinn,  diair¬ 
man,  was  able  to  tell  share¬ 
holders  at  yesterday’s  annual 
meeting  that  this  year  has 
begun  well.  Lex  Vehicle  Leas¬ 
ing.  Multipart,  and  the 
Hyundai  import  business  ad 
increased  their  profits. 

The  Hyundai  joint  venture, 
of  which  Lex  may  soon  gain 
foil  ownership,  turned  profit¬ 
able  last  year  and  is  contin¬ 


uing  to  grow  strongly.  First- 
quarter  registrations  reached 
5J500,  more  than  50  per  cent 
higher  than  last  year.  Low  re¬ 
turns  from  the  retail  division 
are  a  worry,  but  at  least  Lex 
has  scope  to  increase 
margins. 

Lex  has  often  disappointed, 
and  it  may  rake  time  for  it  to 
win  back  the  City's  confi¬ 
dence.  However,  if  it  can  con¬ 
tinue  this  progress,  the  shares 
should  earn  a  re-rating. 

Millennium 

BRACE  yourselves.  There  are 
now  only  999  days  left  until 
the  new  millennium,  when,  if 
you  believe  the  hype,  the  com¬ 
mercial  world  will  be  sucked 
into  a  digital  abyss,  profits 
and  all. 

As  the  clock  ticks  away, 
companies  are  already  taking 
expensive  evasive  acrion. 
NatWest  expects  to  spend 
£100  million  teaching  its  com¬ 
puters  to  recognise  dates  start¬ 
ing  in  2000.  An  almost 
Masonic  silence  from  other 
companies  over  their  costs 


lends  weight  to  the  Armaged¬ 
don  view  —  that  the  world  and 
its  dividend  will  be  wiped  out 
on  01/01/01. 

With  every  good  horror  sto¬ 
ry  there  is  a  mix  of  fact  and 
fiction.  Year  2000  warnings 
carry  a  richer  mix  than  most. 
Any  company  still  unaware  of 
the  problem  deserves  its  fate. 
Computer  consultancies  have 
been  exploiting  a  rich  seam, 
requesting  blank  cheques  in 
return  for  sorting  out  old  com¬ 
puter  programmes. 

Secondly,  there  will  be  no 
I930s-style  recession,  nor  even 
a  dip  in  dividends.  By  allo¬ 
cating  the  cost  as  capex,  com¬ 
panies  can  capitalise  it  in  their 
balance  sheets.  This  avoids  a 
big  profits  hit  and  a  hole  in  the 
operations  budget, 

In  the  end.  the  millennium 
meltdown  begins  to  look  more 
like  a  business  opportunity 
than  a  catastrophe.  Losers 
will  be  those  •prepared  to  pay 
big  money  to  computer  sales¬ 
men.  The  winners  are  easy  to 
identify. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortished 
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Taxation,  the  role  of  the 
family  and  greater 
personal  financial  in¬ 
dependence  have  em- 
'  erged  as  key  themes  of  an 
election  campaign  that  started 
in  earnest  this  week  with  the 
launch  of  the  main  parties' 
manifestos. 

Both  Labour  and  the  Tories 
are  keen  to  present  themselves 
as  supporters  of  low  taxation 
and  encouragers  of  enterprise 
and  self-reliance.  But  a  survey 
carried  out  exclusively  for  The 
Times  by  Price  Waterhouse, 
the  accountants,  shows  that  on 
past  performance  both  main 
parties  have  presided  over 
rises  in  direct  taxation  during 
the  past  30  years.  Focusing  on 
«  headline  rates  of  direct  tax 
,  'can,  and  has.  distracted  voters 
from  significant  changes  in 
allowances,  (ax  bands  and 
indirect  taxes,  according  to 
Mce  Waterhouse.  All  such 
details  are  conspicuously  ab¬ 
sent  in  the  manifestos. 

Promises  of  lower  headline 
rates  from  the  two  main 
parties  appear  prominently. 
Labour’s  challenge  is  to  bury 
once  and  for  all  its  “(ax  and 
spend”  image  and  to  reassure 
voters  that  h  can  deliver 
economic  stability.  Having 
promised  to  peg  the  standard 
and  upper  rates  of  income  tax 
as  an  election  pledge.  Labour 


has  given  notice  in  its  election 
manifesto  that  it  would  be 
looking  elsewhere  for  the 
money  to  fund  its  spending 
plans,  namely  a  windfall  levy 
cm  the  privatised  utilities.  The 
party  also  announced  a  long¬ 
term  objective  of  a  lOp  starting 
rate  for  income  tax. 

The  Tories,  as  part  of  their 
attempt  to  appeal  to  voters  on 
their  record,  remind  them  that 
the  basic  rate  of  tax  has  fallen 
from  33p  to  23p  during  the 
Tories’  18-year  reign.  The  Con¬ 
servatives*  aim  is  to  get  the 
basic  rate  down  to  2pp. 

The  Government  also  man¬ 
aged  to  spring  a  surprise  with 
the  pledge  of  a  El .2  billion  tax 
break  for  1.8  million  married 
couples  with  children  or  de¬ 
pendent  relatives.  The  tax 
break  will  be  worth  cm  aver¬ 
age  £700  per  family  and  will 
allow  married  couples  where 
one  spouse  does  not  work  or 
earns  less  than  his  or  her 
personal  allowance  to  transfer 
some  or  part  of  his  or  her  tax- 
free  allowance  to  the  working 
spouse. 

But  while  the  two  main 
parries  have  pledged  not  to 
raise  headline  rates  they  have 
been  more  vague  about  indi¬ 
rect  taxes.  Changes  to  capital 
gams  tax,  mortgage  interest 
relief,  personal  allowances 
and  windfall  taxes  can  make  a 


Marianne 
Curphey 
and  Nathan 
Yates  on  the 
real  story  of 
taxation 
in  the  past 
30  years 


significant  difference  to  the 
disposable  income  of  savers 
and  borrowers. 

Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Chan¬ 
cellor.  has  refused  to  match 
Labour’s  commitment  to  rule 
out  the  extension  of  VAT  to 
food,  children’s  clothes,  bodes, 
newspapers  or  transport.  Lab¬ 
our,  however,  has  been  vague 
about  the  new  “individual 
savings  account'*  it  plans  to 
introduce.  It  says  only  that  it 
will  “review  the  corporate  and 
capital  gains  tax  regimes  to  see 
how  the  tax  system  can  pro¬ 
mote  greater  long-term  invest¬ 
ment".  Bur  it  has  pledged  to 
reduce  VAT  on  fuel  to  5  per 
cent. 

The  Liberal  Democrats  have 
taken  a  different  tack  on  direct 
tax  rates.  Paddy  Ashdown,  the 
party  leader,  has  taken  the 
controversial  step  of  promis¬ 
ing  to  put  a  penny  on  income 
tax  to  pay  for  improved 
education. 

But  if.  as  die  Tories  insist, 
political  parties  should  be 
judged  on  their  record,  there 
could  be  a  salutary  lesson  to  be 
learnt  from  the  tax  policies  of 
the  past.  Price  Waterhouse'S 
survey  for  The  Times  tells  the 
real  story  of  income  rax  under 
Labour  and  Conservative 
Governments  of  the  past  30 
years.  Taking  into  account 
factors  such  as  personal  allow¬ 


ances.  the  survey  shows  how 
run  families  of  four  on  differ¬ 
ent  income  levels  would  have 
fared.  A  family  on  average 
earnings  under  Harold  Wil¬ 
son’s  Government  in  1967  lost 
9.9  per  cent  of  the  breadwin¬ 
ner’s  salary  in  income  tax.  The 
same  family  today  loses  163 
per  cent — an  overall  rise  of  6.4 
percent. 

For  a  family  on  three 
rimes’  average  earn¬ 
ings  there  has  also 
been  an  increase  over 
the  period.  In  1967  this  family 
lost  24.7  per  cent  of  its  income 
in  direct  tax,  whereas  today 
the  figure  is  2S.1  per  cent  —  an 
overall  3.4  per  cent  extra  to  the 
Inland  Revenue.  Although  the 


Conservative  Party  faithful 
can  point  out  that  the  basic 
headline  rate  of  income  tax 
has  been  cut  from  33  per  cent 
to  23  per  cent,  a  look  behind 
the  headlines  tells  quite  a 
different  story. 

John  Major  may  claim  that 
his  is  the  party  of  tax  cuts,  bur 
Price  Waterhouse's  analysis  of 
income  tax  since  the  last 
change  of  administration  in 
1979  demonstrates  that  the 
real  reduction  for  a  family 
with  average  earnings  has 
been  just  2  per  cent- 

The  fall  has  been  from  an 
183  per  cent  tax  under  James 
Callaghan  to  163  per  cent 
today.  The  higher-earning 
famUy  has  received  a  more 
substantial  cut  from  34-8  per 


cent  to  28.1  per  cent,  though 
this  needs  to  be  balanced 
against  increases  in  indirect 
taxes. 

But  for  those  on  their  way  to 
the  ballot  box.  the  story  of 
Labour'S  effect  on  income  tax 
could  cause  greater  jitters. 
When  Harold  Wilson’s  Lab¬ 
our  Party  swept  to  power  in 
1964  after  13  years  of  Tory  rule, 
one  of  the  first  actions  of  his 
Chancellor.  James  Callaghan, 
was  to  raise  the  standard  rate 
of  income  tax  by  6d  (Z5p).  And 
in  1974  another  Labour  elec¬ 
tion  victory  was  followed  by  a 
3p  rise  in  all  income  tax  rates. 

Our  survey  shows  that  be¬ 
tween  1974  and  1977  Labour 
consistently  raised  direct  tax 
levels.  The  burden  on  a  family 


earning  three  times  the  aver¬ 
age  was  pushed  from  24  per 
cent  to  its  highest  ever  at  343 
per  cent.  More  surprisingly, 
the  family  on  average  earn¬ 
ings  also  lost  out  under  Chan¬ 
cellor  Denis  Healey.  By  1979 
he  had  raised  their  income  tax 
outlay  to  185  per  cent,  another 
all-time  high. 

The  spectre  of  the  Healey 
years,  with  their  high  income 
tax.  high  inflation  and  the 
humiliation  of  IMF  interven¬ 
tion.  may  well  haunt  Tony 
Blair  as  the  country  gears  up 
for  polling  day.  But  according 


to  John  Whiting,  head  of 
personal  tax  at  Price 
Waterhouse,  using  your  vote 
to  prevent  tax  rises  is  likely  to 
be  difficult 

“Our  survey  shows  that 
income  tax  has  risen  over  the 
past  30  years,  particularly  for 
those  on  average  earnings, 
and  general  taxation  has  risen 
even  further,”  he  said. 
“Whichever  party  wins  the 
election,  it  vail  struggle  to 
restrict  this  trend,  and  the 
most  voters  can  hope  for  is- 
some  degree  of  choice  in  how 
the  extra  taxes  will  be  levied." 


WEEKEND  MONEY 
is  edited  by  Anne  Ashworth 


COMPARE 


■THE  CONSERVATIVES 

■  Tax  and  salving.  Aim  to  cut 
basic  rate  of  tax  to  20p  over  the 
next  Parliament  and  maintain 
maximum  tax  rate  of  40p. 
Ability  to  transfer  personal 
allowances  between  married 
couples  looking  after  depen¬ 
dent  children.  Inheritance  tax 
threshold  to  be  raised  "when 
prudent  to  do  so”.  Develop¬ 
ment  of  existing  tax  breaks  on 
Peps  and  Tessas.  Expansion  of 
employee  share  ownership, 
including  a  new  Share  Match 
Scheme  giving  employees  free 
shares  if  they  take  a  stake  in 
their  company. 

■  Pensions  and  long-term 
care.  Radical  revamp  of  the 
state  pension  system,  transfer¬ 
ring  the  next  generation  of 
contributions  into  private 
plans.  Contributions  to  be 


made  out  of  taxed  income,  but 
pensions  to  be  received  tax 
free:  Easier  setting  upof  group 
persona]  pensions  for  small 
businesses.  More  flexibility 
for  people  to  continue  to 
contribute  to  personal  pen¬ 
sions  after  moving  to  jobs  with 
company  schemes.  Long-term 
care  costs  to  be  fended  by 
private  insurance  in  return 
for  more  family  retention  of 
assets. 

LABOUR 

■  Tax  and  saving.  No  in¬ 
crease  in  basic  or  top  tax  rates. 
Long-term  objective  to  cut  the 
starting  rate  of  tax  to  lOp.  VAT 
on  fuel  cut  to  5  per  cent. 
Further  linking  of  the  tax  and 
benefit  systems.  New  individ¬ 
ual  savings  account  and  exten¬ 
sion  of  Peps  and  Tessas. 


Review  of  capital  gains  tax 
system.  Further  encourage¬ 
ment  of  employee  share  own¬ 
ership  plans. 

■  Pensions  and  long4enn 
care.  Basic  state  pension  to  be 
retained  and  increased  in  line 
with  prices.  Second-tier  stake¬ 
holder  pensions  invested  in 
private  pension  plans  for  non- 
members  of  company 
schemes.  A  new  “citizenship" 
pension  for  carers.  Tighter 
regulation  of  personal  pen¬ 
sions  with  reform  of  the  Finan¬ 
cial  Services  Act  Implementa¬ 
tion  of  pension  splitting  on 
divorce.  Establishment  of  a 
royal  commission  on  long¬ 
term  care  funding. 

LIBERAL  DEMOCRATS 

■  Tax  and  saving.  An  income 
tax  rate  of  50  per  cent  for  those 


who  earn  more  than  £100,000, 
and  an  extra  lp  on  the  basic 
rale  of  tax,  bringing  .it  to  24p. 
An  increase  in  the  personal  tax 
allowance  by  £200.  The  party 
has  no  plans  to  change  inheri¬ 
tance  tax  or  capital  gains  tax 
rates.  It  intends  to  maintain 
tax  exempt  special  savings 
accounts  and  personal  equity 
plans,  and  plans  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  save- as-you -earn 
scheme. 

■  Pensions  and  long-term 
care.  Encouragement  of  per¬ 
sonal  pensions,  portable  pen¬ 
sions  and  long-term  care 
provisions.  Reinforcement  of 
consumer  and  investor  protec¬ 
tion,  alongside  independent 
regulation. 

Sara  McConnell, 
Caroline  Merrell 


Dividends  are  in  danger 


Millions  of  small  investors  who 
are  retired  or  have  been  cast 
on  to  the  economic  scrapheap 
depend  on  dividends  to  pay  their  bills. 
Fortunately,  this  half-yearly  income  has, 
on  average,  risen  fester1  than  prices: 
faster  even  than  company  earnings  of 
late.  That  has  cushioned  many  a  house¬ 
hold  budget  against  the  collapse  of  inter¬ 
est  rates,  which  hit  those  who  depend  on 
savings.  Few  others  cared  much; 
interest  rates  being  assumed  by  the 
borrowing  daises  to  be  an  unalloyed 
social  good.  Uncaring  forces  are  now 
gathering  to  attack  dividends. 

One  advance  party  is  the  board  of 
LucasVarity,  the  recently  merged  nud- 
Adantic  engineering  group.  11  Jj®5 
quietly  been  canvassing  City  investors 
on.  the  idea  of  abolishing  UK-styte 
dividends  for  a  US-style  programme  of 
share  buybacks,  peculiar  arcumsianees 
make  this  more  tax  efficient  for  Lucas- 
Variry  titan  for  most  companies.  Even 
so.  its  shares  have  been  weak  of  late. 

Investors  willingly  forego  income 
from  a  company  that  is  in  the  develop 
men!  stage  or  growing  so- fast  tnatit 
needs  all  the  cash  it  can  muster  to  lnvest- 
More  mature-  companies:  including 
LucasVarity,  should  deliver  a  regular 
I  return  on  money  invested  in  them. 

I  Share  buybacks  are  not  suitable  for 
r  regular  distributions.  U  all  shareholders 
are  included,  as  m  the  one-off  arrange¬ 
ment  at  Iceland  Group,  it  is*00 
expensive,  if  a  company  just  buys  from 
institutions  in  the  market,  it  is  even 
more  inequitable  than  buybacks  by 
companies  that  do  pay  normal  divi¬ 
dends.  But  It  is  convenient  for  manage- 
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ments.  Buybacks  cut  equity  capital,  ran 
thereby  cut  the  average  cost  of  capital 
and  therefore  help  managers  to  raise 
and  manipulate  earnings  per  share. 

The  increase  in  risk  this  brings  may 
well  be  worthwhile,  but  does  not  show’ 
up  so  clearly.  One  risk  is  that  sharehold¬ 
ers  have  all  their  eggs  in  one  basket  the 
market  value  of  the  company's  shares. 
The  benefits  may  well  be  lost  in  marker 
fluctuations  because  the  anchor  of  an 
annual  cash  dividend  yield  is  lost 
Ideally,  larger  companies'  capital 
might  be  split  into  different  vehicles  to 
suit  different  investors'  preferences  for 
income,  capital  growth  or  safety.  After 
some  early  successes,  however,  experi¬ 
ments  in  split-capital  investment  trusts 
suggest  this  rarely  works  well.  If  Lucas- 
Varity  did  leave  the  dividend  lists,  it 
would  not  be  followed  by  many  others 
A  wider  threat  is  the  fashionable 
argument  that  high  dividends  reflect  a 
short-term  City  view  and  are  depriving 
the  e«pnomy  of  investment  in  growth. 


This  reasoning  has  always  appealed  to 
Labour.  It  led  to  a  costly  mistake  in  1965, 
when  Taxes  designed  to  discourage 
dividends  instead  slashed  ploughed- 
back  profits. 

The  temptation  will  be  great  to  raise 
vast  sums  by  axeing  dividend  tax  relief 
for  pension  fends,  blaming  it  for  a 
“bias"  in  favour  of  dividends.  This  could 
also  backfire.  In  any  rase,  dividends  are 
likely  to  become  politically  Incorrect. 
What  a  pity.  Dividends  are  higher  and 
capital  investment  lower  in  Britain  than 
in  most  countries,  but  annual  dividends 
do  not  crowd  out  investment.  The  spate 
of  share  buybacks  and  one-off  special 
dividends  shows  drat  finance  directors 
are  anxious  to  borrow  more. 

Investment  is  low  because  excessive¬ 
ly  high  returns  are  demanded, 
because  so  many  groups  have  cut 
back  operations  and  retreated  from 
peripheral  businesses.  After  many  bad 
experiences,  companies  with  strong 
cashflow  are  now  discouraged  from 
diversify  frig.  They  should  pay  out 
heavily  so  dial  investors  can  recyle 
profits  into  new  ventures. 

That  process  is  still  not  working  wdl 
enough.  But  any  attack  on  dividends 
would  make  things  worse.  Without  a 
solid  anchor  of  rising  dividends,  the 
marker  focus  on  stability  and  guaran¬ 
teed  growth  in  earnings  per  share  would 
be  even  more  intense  and  relentless. 
That  would  stop  even  more  boards  from 
taking  long-term  risks  on  expansion  and 
propel  even  more  to  take  the  safer  route 
of  buying  up  a  few  more  competitors. 
Dividends  are  healthv  for  all. 


You  mean  to  say  you  haven't  bought  a  PEP  this  tax  year? 
Sure,  time’s  about  to  run  out.  But  don't  panic.  You've  still 
time  to  become  a  Fidelity  investor.  Apply  today  and  you 
can  take  fell  advantage  of  one  of  our  top  performing,  low 
cost  PEPs.  Phone  us  up  now  on  0800  4l  41  71.  Then  we  can 
fax  your  PEP  application  to  you  straight  away. 

Alternatively,  you  can  ask  for  your  nearest  Fidelity  office 
and  call  in  personally  with  your  PEP  application. 

Trust  Fidelity  to  hav  e  the  solution  for  every  contingency. 

Like  a  phasing  option  to  let  you  drip-feed  your  money 

\  f 

^TPteK  lor  tsar  fax  an. 


into  your  PEP  over  the  next  six  months. 


So  you  can  feel  a  little  more  at  ease, 


regardless  of  stockmarket  uncertainty  or  a 

rtr  u 

======!  looming  election. 


We  even  have  a  No-Cost  Windfall  PEP*  if  you’re  about 
to  receive  free  conversion  shares  from  your  building  society 
or  insurance  company. 

So  call  us  now  to  beat  the  PEP  deadline.  But  remember, 
we  stop  accepting  faxes  at  midnight  on  03737  836980. 
So  you've  only  got  until  12pm.  And  that’s  the  fax! 


JK' Fax  it  Sack  to  as.  | 

0800414171  01737836080 


i!%#S*SBr  , 
Investments' 


wwww  -  W  ■  WWW  WWW  w*  v-  fllWl»U«fWIIS0 

Call  free  9am  to  12  midnight.  hnp7/www  fid  iml.cuni/iik  ‘  •ncr. 

-The  annual  fee  on  the  fidelity  Windfall  PEP  due  on  5j4/98  will  be  waived  for  Investors  who  have  invested  iheir  full  56/juo  General  PEP  allowance  wtah  Fidrtttv  as  ai  5.4/98. 
Resources  and  asset*  are  as  at  and  include  resource*  of  FMR  Cotp,  a  U.S  company  and  affiliate.  Past  performance  «  no  guarantee  of  future  returns"  The  value  of 

investments  and  the  income  from  them  can  go  down  as  well  as  up  and  an  investor  may  nor  get  back  the  amount  invested  Tax  assumptions  mav  be  subject  10  future  statutory 
change  and  it*  value  c*  us  savings  and  eligibility  to  inves  in  a  PEP  will  depend  on  individual  circumstances  Fidelity  ratty  provides  informal  tan  about  ns  products  and  duo  not 

namgor.ceguUui-d  by  LMRO  and  the  Personal  Investment  Auflu'rav 


give  Vvcaraeni  advice  based  on  Individual  orcunManco.  Isaacd  by  Fidelity  Investments  Ud,  the  Fidelity  PEP  manager. 
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Gavin  Lumsden  examines  how  new  legislation  will  affect  you  and  your  workplace 

Pension  police  switch  to  Opra  beat 
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the  body  of  Robert  nevertheless  laudable. 
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On  November  5,  1991, 
the  body  of  Robert 
Maxwell  was  found 
floating  in  the  sea.  His  death 
sparked  off  an  investigation 
that  led  to  the  discovery  of 
Britain's  biggest  pension  scan¬ 
dal.  More  than  14.000  pen¬ 
sioners  saw  their  income  dry 
up  as  a  E40G  million  black  hole 
was  uncovered  in  company 
pension  schemes  in  his  em¬ 
pire.  It  took  more  than  three 
years  for  the  City  firms  impli¬ 
cated  in  the  scandal  finally  to 
cough  up  £276  million  to 
guarantee  these  pensions. 

Pensioners  such  as  Anthony 
Pearman.  a  former  pilot  with 
MaxweU-oiwned  British  Inter¬ 
national  Helicopters,  and  his 
wife.  Gill,  had  to  subsist  cm  a 
state  pension  for  years  and 
never  recovered  their  full 
entitlement. 

Tomorrow  sees  the  overdue 
reaction  to  this  debacle.  Under 
the  Pensions  Act  1995  the  UK's 
200.000  occupational  pension 
schemes  come  under  statutory 
control  for  the  first  time.  These 
schemes  hold  £600  billion  of 
assets  —  equivalent  to  75  per 
cent  of  the  UK’s  GDP. 

Ironically,  the  new  rules 
follow  recent  government  pro¬ 
posals  for  the  wholesale  re¬ 
form  of  pension  provision  that 
could  ring  the  death  knell  for 
occupational  schemes.  Stretch¬ 
ing  to  1.000  pages  of  dense 
legalese,  the  Act’s  objective  of 
restoring  public  confidence  in 


company  pension  schemes  is 
nevertheless  laudable. 

Yet  sceptics  argue  that  it  is 
fundamentally  flawed.  Doug 
Johnstone,  managing  director 
of  Johnstone  Douglas,  the 
employee  benefit  consultancy, 
said:  The  bank  that  can't  be 
robbed  hasn’t  been  invented. 
A  skilled  and  determined  rob¬ 
ber  will  always  be  able  to  get 
past  any  laws  you  set" 

Caroline  Johnston,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  Occupational  Pen¬ 
sions  Regulatory  Authority 
(Opra),  the  new  watchdog,  said: 
“We  have  a  police  force,  but 
there  is  still  crime.  What  the  Act 
does  is  introduce  more  checks 
and  balances  to  ensure  the 
average  scheme  is  run  more 
effectively.  What  is  also  impor¬ 
tant  is  that  in  Opra  it  provides  a 
place  for  people  to  report  to  if 
they  think  there  is  something 
wrong  with  their  scheme." 

Opra  will  have  the  power  to 
conduct  searches,  start  crimi¬ 
nal  prosecutions  and  levy  fines 
on  firms  and  individuals  that 
breach  its  rules. 

In  particular  it  will  punish 
firms  that  take  contributions 
from  employees'  salaries  and 
fafl  to  put  the  money  in  the 
pension  fund  within  19  days. 
To  delay  will  be  to  have 
committed  a  crime.  One  of  the 
worst  features  of  the  Robert 
Maxwell  scandal  was  the  ease 
with  which  he  diverted  pen¬ 
sion  funds  to  support  his 
ailing  empire.  In  addition  the 


Anthony  Pearman,  a  former  pilot  who  has  a  reduced  pension,  suffered  because  of  the  Robert  Maxwell  scandal 


Act  obliges  pennon  scheme 
advisers  to  blow  the  whistle 
when  they  find  anything 
wrong.  Perhaps  the  most 
shocking  aspect  of  the  Robert 
Maxwell  affair  was  the  way  he 
rode  roughshod  over  the  es¬ 
tablished  rules  of  consulting 
pension  fund  advisers,  such  as 


trustees.  To  prevent  this  the 
Act  spells  out  that  the  duty  of 
trustees  is  to  the  scheme  and 
not  to  die  employer. 

Under  Opra"  rules  trustees 
axe. responsible  for  appointing 
advisers.  They  must  also,  set 
out  a  statement  of  investment 
principles  outlining  the  risk,  at 


which  members*  money  will 
be  put  Another  crucial  aim  of 
the  new  Act  is  to  increase 
employees’  knowledge  of  their 
schemes.  Under  Opra,  em¬ 
ployers  must  give  new  mem¬ 
bers  details-  of  the  scheme 
within  two  months  of  joining. 
The  Act  also  gives  members 


the  right  to  appoint  at  least  a 
third  of  their  trustees  from  the 
workforce.  Although  many 
companies  have  gained  their 
members’ approval  to  opt  out 
of  this  system,  thousands  of 
member-nominated  trustees 
will  this  weekend  be  wrestling 
with  their  .  new  responsibil¬ 


ities.  Hugh  Arthur,  head  of 
pensions  ai  Biddle  &  Co.  the 
legal  firm,  said:  “Most  com¬ 
pany  schemes  already  have 
strong  member  representa¬ 
tion.  The  Act  covers  firms 
where  there  is  none.” 

If  members  feel  they  have  a 
grievance  they  must  first  go 
til  rough  the  scheme’s  com¬ 
plaints  procedure  before  con¬ 
tacting  the  Occupational 
Pensions  Advisory  Service. 
This  is  funded  by  Opra  but 
manned  by  volunteers.  If  you 
are  still  not  satistfied.  your  last 
resort  is  Julian  Farrand.  the 
Pensions  Ombudsman. 

Unfortunately,  although  the 
Act  has  strong  anti-fraud  mea¬ 
sures,  it  will  be  less  effective  if 
companies  go  bankrupt  and 
pension  schemes  are  forced  to 
wind  up.  The  Act  lays  down  a 
minimum  funding  require¬ 
ment  (MFR)  that  insists  all 
occupational  pension  schemes 
work  towards  establishing 
permanent  reserves  that  could 
pay  off  its  liabilities  immed¬ 
iately  if  needed.  However, 
John  Shuttleworih.  of  Coopers 
&  Lybrand.  believes  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  set  a  dangerously 
low  MFR.  partly  because  so 
few  companies  do  actually  go 
belly-up.  . 

For  a  free  guide  to  the  Act 
call  the  Opra  help-desk  on : 
01273  627600.  The  National 
Association  of  Pension  Funds 
has  a  series  of  14  booklets  at 
£10  each.  Call  0171-259  9767. 


The  key  to  unlocking  cash  set  aside  for  retirement 


People  aged  50  and  over  with 
pension  benefits  frozen  in 
schemes  of  former  employers  axe 
being  encouraged  to  transfer  the  funds 
to  personal  pensions  and  draw  them 
immediately  to  unlock  cash  sums.  But 
experts  warn  those  tempted  to  cash  in 
their  pension  early  that  they  risk  an 
impoverished  retirement  Those  who 
are;  however,  desperate  enough  for 
cash  to  contemplate  such  a  step  will  al¬ 
most  certainly  be  able  to  get  at  their 
money  without  buying  an  expensive 
personal  pension. 

Inducements  to  transfer  money  from 
employers'  pension  funds  are  bound  to 
rekindle  fears  of  potential  mis-selling  of 
personal  pensions.  Hundreds  of  thous¬ 
ands  of  people  who  were  wrongly  adv¬ 
ised  to  transfer  from  company  schemes 
info  personal  pensions  in  the  late  1980s 
are  still  waiting  for  compensation  from 
insurance  companies  to  make  up . 
benefits  that  they  have  lost  from  their 
employers.  But  in  spile  of  the  long- 
running  mis-selling  scandal  regulators 
have  not  outlawed  transfers  to  personal 


Sara  McConnell  looks  into  a  scheme 
for  changing  pensions  to  lump  sums 


pensions,  relying  on  tighter  monitoring 
of  salesmen. 

Regal  Partners  Financial  Planning,  a 
financial  adviser,  has  placed  advertise¬ 
ments  in  the  national  press  saying:  “Re¬ 
lease  your  pension!  Is  your  pension 
locked?  Are  you  aged  50  or  over  and  not 
receiving  your  pension?  You  could  re¬ 
ceive  a  cash  sum  now!  We  hold  the 
key!"  The  "key”,  according  to  Regal  is 
that  holders  of  personal  pensions  are 
allowed  to  take  their  pensions  any  time 
after  50,  while  most  employers’ 
schemes  have  a  retirement  age  of  60  or 
65.  Moving  funds  into  a  personal 
pension  and  taking  the  pension  immed¬ 
iately  gives  access  to  a  tax-free  lump 
sum  of  a  quarter  of  the  fond. 

The  remainder  stays  invested,  with 
income  from  it  "drawn  down"  to  pro¬ 
vide  extra  cash.  Paul  Smith  of  Regal 


said  most  of  the  takers  for  the  scheme 
would  be  people  who  need  quick  cash. 
“It's  for  people  who  are  about  to  have 
their  homes  repossessed  or  who  need 
money  for  a  new  business  venture.” 

Releasing  a  pension  fond  in  this  way 
is  perfectly  legal.  But  it  could  all  too 
easily  leave  you  impoverished,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Billy  Burrows,  of  Annuity  Direct 
foe  independent  adviser  and  annuity 
expert  He  said:  "Pensions  should  lie 
used  to  provide  a  pension  and  people 
have  to  understand  that  if  they  take  the 
money  now,  they  can't  take  it  again." 

Taking  a  frozen  pension  eariy  also 
drastically  reduces  its  value,  said 
Geoffrey  Wilson,  partner  of  Excalibur 
Actuaries.  He  has  calculated  that  a  50- 
yearold  with  a  frozen  pension  of  £5.000 
a  year  in  a  scheme  with  a  retirement 
age  of  65  could  lose  up  to  four  fifths  of 


its  value  if  he  or  she  took  the  pension  at 
50.  Poor  annuity  rates  for  younger 
people,  and  loss  of  investment  growth 
and  index  linking  reduce  die  value  of 
the  pension.  Some  employers  will 
reduce  the  frozen  pension  before  they 
transfer  it 

But  Mr  Wilson's  calculation  does  not 
take  account  of  the  often  high  costs  of 
transferring  the  funds  into  a  personal 
pension.  He  says  it  is  unnecessary  and 
probably  more  expensive  for  people 
wanting  to  cash  in  their  pensions  to  use 
the  “key"  of  a  personal  pension.  "You 
just  need  to  ask  the  scheme  trustees  if 
you  can  take  your  pension  early. 
Company  pension  schemes  typically 
offer  retirement  pensions  reduced  by 
.4-6  per  cent  a  year  for  each  year  early." 

Anyone  who  does  transfer  into  a 
personal  pension  and  is  offered  the 
option  of  “income  drawdown”  rather 
than  buying  an  annuity  should  have  a 
pension  fond  of  at  least  £100.000  to 
reduce  the  risk  of  the  capital  out  of 
which  income  is  drawn  becoming 
dangerously  eroded.  Mr  Wilson  said. 
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i  RELEASE  l 

l  YOUR  PENSION!  I 

£  IS  YOUR  PENSION  LOCKED?  £ 

£  Are  yoa  aged  50  or  over  and  not  receiving  your  pensou?  £ 
£  you  could  receive  a  CASH  SUM  NOW!  £ 

£  WE  HOLD  THE  KEY  £ 

£  Freephone  0800 163236  ^ 

f  REGAL  PARTNERS  FINANCIAL  PLANNING  * 

*  HABTNUP  HOUSE,  HAKTTHJP  STREET,  ■■■  * 

£  {y P  MAIDSTONE,  KENT  ME16  8LR  JWH,  , 

£  A  member  of  the  Kestrel  Network  ^ 

£  wich  is  regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority.  £ 
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How  the  advertisement  appeared  in  the  national  press 


Pensions 
reclaim 
Clarke’s 
Ip  tax 
present 

Governments  give  with 
one  hand  and  take 
with  the  other;  From 
tomorrow  the  basic  rate  of  tax 
falls  lp  to  23p,  as  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  promised  in  last  Novem¬ 
bers  Budget  While  this  is 
good  news  for  your  wallet  it 
will  cut  the  amount  of  fax  relief 
you  get  on  pension  contribu¬ 
tions.  Not  only  could  this  wipe 
out  any  benefit  from  the  tax 
cut,  it  could  leave  you  worse 
off  in  retirement  if  less  money 
goes  into  your  pension  fond.- 
Govemments  offer  basic  tax 
relief  on  pension  contributions 
to  encourage  people  to  put 
money  aside  for  retirement.  In  ‘ 
the  current  financial  year, 
which  is  about  to  end,  the  bas¬ 
ic  tax  was  34p.  as  was  relief  on 
payments  info  pension  plans. 

This  meant  if  you  wanted  to 
pay  a  net  monthly  premium  of 
E1Q0  into  your  pension  you 
had  to  pay  only  £76  and  the 
Government  made  up  the  diff-  ? 
erence.  From  next  week_you  • 
will  have  to  pay  £1  more  to 
keep  your  pension  on  track. 
This  may  not  sound  much  buf  . 
has  a  cumulative  effect  parta£ 
ularly  as  this  is  the  secondjK 
cut  in  two  years  —  ,ih  J9wf 
pensions  tax  relief  was  25psJ$ 
If  yon  are  a  member  ofw 
occupational  scheme. .  cheap, 
your  payslip  for  any  changed}^ 
the. amount  going  into  youij- 
pension.  If  you  are  an  employ^ 
ee  with  a  personal  pension  you  \ 
probably  pay  into  the  plan  by . 
direct  debit  Under  the  banks" ! 
clearing  system  rules,  pension 1 
companies  should  contact  you 
before  raising  your  payment 
If  you  pay  by  standing  order, 
contact  the  company  if  you 
have  not  heard  from  it 
If  self-employed,  you  will 
pay  gross  into  your  personal 
pension  and  reclaim  the  tax 
from  the  Revenue.  From  next 
week  you  will  get  back  £1  less 
for  every  £100  contributed. 

it  will  still  be  possible  to 
exploit  this  year's  rate  of  relief 
in  future.  If  your  salary  rises 
or  you  inherit  a  lump  sum  you 
can  “carry  back"  contributions 
to  previous  tax  years  so  long  as 
you  do  not  exceed  the  maxi¬ 
mum  (if  you  are  under  35  it  is 
17.5  per  cent  of  your  wage). 
The  amount  you  carry  back 
will  get  the  appropriate  tax 
relief  for  that  year:  24p  for 
1996-97, 25p  for  1995-96. 

Gavin  Lumsden 


KICK  START  YOUR 
PEP  WITH  A  5% 

DISCOUNT 

'V 


LOOKING 


FOR  A  REP-? 


A  growing  number  of  investors  are  becoming  aware 
of  the  substantial  discounts  that  can  be  achieved  by 
arranging  their  PEPs  through  a  discount  broker, 
rather  than  investing  direct  Elson  Associates  are  ^ 
now  one  of  the  leading  brokers  in  this  field.  We 
offer  the  very  best  discounts  in  the  UK  on  PEPs 
and  other  investments,  including  unit  trusts  and 
bonds. 

Kick  start  your  PEP  with  a  discount  from  Elson  // 

Associates  and  save  up  to  £275  in  charges  on  a  / 

£6,000  PEP  (equivalent  to  a  5%  discount  less  our 
normal  £25  handling  fee).  To  achieve  this,  we  sacrifice 
our  commission  (typically  3%),  and  negotiate  further 

discounts,  where  available,  from  the  PEP  providers.  And  remember,  we’re  independent  so  we 
offer  a  full  choice  of  PEPs  from  all  the  leading  companies. 

If  your  existing  PEP  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  leaders,  why  not  try  and  make  up  some  lost 
ground  by  switching  to  a  new  PEP,  using  our  favourable  discounted  terms. 

For  further  information,  cui  out  and  return  the  coupon  below  to  Elson  Associates,  FREEPOST  DTI  1 38. 

«*.  :?1  18  Maxwell  Road,  Welling,  Kent  DA16  1BR  or  alternatively  call  us  free  on 


HERE’S  THE 


BEST  RETURN 


SLS  ON 


0500  691790 


YOU’RE  LIKE  LY 


TO  MAKE... 


5  YJHft' 


Name 


SSOCIATES 


Address. 


Postcode. 


I  am  particularly  interested  in  a . (company)  PEP. 

Please  send  me  the  relevant  application  form  together  with  the  discount  information 


...  from  Elsons 


Tfac  value  of  investments  and  any  income  from  them  can  go  down  as  well  as  op  and  you  may  m  gel  back  the  amount  invested.  Taxes  relating  u»  PEPs  may 
change  if  Ute  law  changes  and  the  value  of  tax  relief  depends  oa  the  circumstances  of  the  investee  w«  will  not  be  offering  any  advice  as  \o  the  Mutability  of  the 
PEBfweare  mattering-  PEPs  arc  not  suitable  for  everyone,  If  you  have  any  doubt  whether  an  investments  suitable  for  you,  you  should  obtain  expert  advice^ 


Schraders 


Are  you  looking  for  a  PEP  which 
can  deliver  you  the  highest  returns? 

If  so.  yon  can't  afford  to  ignore 
Schraders.  Over  the  years,  thousands 
of  investors  have  profited  from  our 
award-winning  track  record  of . 
consistently  high  performance:  .  . 


Take  our  UK  Enterprise  FuraLfttr 
example.  Over  5  years,  through  ai""" 


it  has  turned  £6,000  into  more 
£15,000.* 

The  Schroder  PEP  is  flexible 
you  can  choose  from  a  wide 
options.  Tor  growth  or  income.  •’ 
So  call  now  or  return  the 
below.  Alternatively,  contact  your 
Financial  Adviser.  It  could  he’  the 
•nvesrmenx  decision  you  ever  make. 

0800  002  OOO 

Quoting  ref  362  .  . 


RETURN  TODAY  . 

TO:  SCHRODERS, 

J  CUSTOMER  SERVICES  DEPT.  02362 
FREEPOST,  LON  7109,  LONDON 
EC4B4PD. 

Pkase  send  me  ary  free  copy 
of  the  Schroder  PEP  brochure. 


Siwte.  Mlcropol  faring  price  to  seWng  f 
price,  gnus  Income  it  limned from  1.4.95  to  \ 
L4.97.  £6.000  become 1)5330.86.  • 

fan  performance  is  not  necessarily  a  guide  • 
_  to  famre  performance.  The  value  of  r 
j  investments  and  the  income  from  than  may  i 
foO  as  weft  as  rise  and  tnresiors  may  nor  grl  { 
bade  the  amount  originally  Invested.  J 
The  levels  and  bases  -of  and  rettrff  ftto"  \ 
taxation  may  change.  Tax  reftrfs  ttfrreed  to  [ 
are  those  cufTcmly  avaiiablc  and  tbdr  rah*  i 
depends  an  ike  circuoatmees  of  the  i 
individual  investor.  .  J; 

Issued  by  Sduoda  Investraenl  Mnnassoenl  i 
Limited.  Senator  House,  85  Queen  Victoria  j 
Street.  London  EC4V  4 El  Regulated  { 
j  by  IMRO.  On  the  interna  a»  { 
i  hitB^/wwwahradeuoii]  ! 
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Accountants  tot  up  Revenue  boost 


Over  the  past  year,  while 

advisers  and  PR  people  have 

groomed  politicians  for  the 
election,  spin-doctors  have  also  been 
hard  at  work  at  the  Inland  Revenue, 
Hinting  the  image  of  die  taxman 
from  a  bogeyman  toa  cheeky  bowler 
halted  chappie. 

But  this  friendly  cartoon  character 
has  better  news  for  accountants  than 
for  (he  nine  million  people  affected 
by  sdfassessment  No  amount  of 
gloss  and  good  looks  can  disguise  die 

tact  that  calculating  your  own  tax  bfll 
will  be  tifneHQonsuming  and,  for 
many,  daunting.  Thousands  of 
peopfe  are  likely  to  turn  to  the 
professionals  for  help  at  a  cost  of 
between  £50  to  £500  per  case. 

Caught  between  spending  hours 
poring  over  documents  or  finding  an 
extra  £100  to  pay  a  professional  to  do 
fc  they  are  tikdy  to  do  the  latter. 

With  demand  for  such  services 
likely  to  double. this  year,  the  least 


MARIANNE  CURPHEY 
Deputy  Personal 
Finance  Editor 


accountants  can  do  is  pop  some 
flowers  and  chocolates  in  the  post  to 
the  Revenue  as  a  mark  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  new  business  this  tax 
reform  will  create. 

Meanwhile;  most  people  already 
fed  they  pay  too  much  tax.  Hence  the 
two  main  political  parties  have 
stepped  daintily  around  the  issue  of 
taxation  as  they  launched  their 
manifestos  this  week. 

Behind  the  attempts  by  both  Lab¬ 
our  and  the  Conservatives  to  project 
themselves  as  the  parties  of  low 


taxation  lies  a  different  story.  As  a 
survey  earned  out  for  The  Times  by 
Price  Waterhouse  shows,  both  have 
presided  over  rises  in  direct  taxation 
over  the  past  30  years,  and  indirect 
taxes  such  as  VAT  have  as  great  an 
effect  on  spending  power. 


Poor  swap 


MEMBERS  of  the  Alliance  & 
Leicester  have  less  than  a  week  to 
decide  what  to  do  with  their  windfall 


shares.  While  they  deliberate,  com- 
.  panics  which  provide  Peps  are 
gearing  up  to  accept  the  converting 
building  society’s  shares. 

As  we  warn  readers  on  page  36, 
investors  could  be  persuaded  to  swap 
their  shares  for  units  in  a  general 
Pep,  since  some  Pep  providers  are 
tedmically  forbidden  from  manag¬ 
ing  direct  equities. 

Those  who  do  accept  small  bun¬ 
dles  of  shares  may  increase  manage¬ 
ment  charges  in  the  future  to  recoup 
the  oast  of  administering  thousands 
of  small  holdings. 

Swapping  windfall  shares  for  units 
may  not  be  in  the  interest  of  small 
investors  because  there  will  be  de¬ 
mand  for  shares  from  institutions, 
and  converting  societies  have  long¬ 
term  growth  potential. 

Investors  should  bear  in  mind  that 
high  management  charges  could 
outweigh  the  tax  advantages  of  a 
Pep. 


They're  off:  marathon  runners  face  just  one  day  of  pain  while  many  taxpayers  could  be  filling  in  their  own  returns  for  the  rest  of  their  lives 


Starter’s  orders  for 
the  tax  marathon 


Next  week  eight  mflh'nn 
taxpayers  will  receive 
a  thick  envelope  from 
the  Inland  Revenue  contain¬ 
ing  their  first  self-assessment 
tax  return,  for  the  1996-97  lax 
year.  Its  arrival  will  mark,  the 
start  of  the  biggest  upheaval  of 
the  tax  system  since  PAYE 
began  in  1943. 

Taxpayers  who  have  -to -fill 
in  returns  have  two  choices. 
They  can  work  out  their  tax 
bfll  and  send  the  Revenue  a 
cheque  or  ask  the  Revenue  to 
do  the  sums  after  giving  fig¬ 
ures  for  earnings  and  other  in¬ 
come  and  benefits.  There  will 
be  stria  deadlines  for  complet¬ 
ing  farms  and  a  new  system  of 
fixed  and  daily  penalties  for 
:  (ailing  to  respond  on  time. 

The  new  style  tax  return 
consists  of  a  series  of  boxes  to 
be  ticked  and  completed.  The 
envelope  should  contain; 

■  A  core  eight-page  retum. 
Qn  this  you  give  information 
an  your  earnings  and  other 
simple  income  from  building 


society  and  bank  deposit  ac¬ 
counts,  unit  trusts  or  shares. 

■  Additional  schedules.  You 
will  be  sent  these  if  you  have 
more  complicated  tax  affairs, 
for  example;  letting  property, 
or  running  a  business.  You 
will  have  to  fill  in  these  as  well 
as  .  the  core  return.  The  Reve¬ 
nue  will  send  you  the  sched¬ 
ules  it  thinks  you  need,  using 
its  existing  knowledge  of  your 
affairs.  There  is  a  checklist  on 
page  2  of  the  core  return 
showing  Ok  different  sched¬ 
ules,  and  an  orderline  (0645 
000404)  to  request  any  extras. 

■  A  guide  to  filling  in  your  tax 
return.  If  you  ask  for  extra 
schedules  you  will  also  receive 
extra  guides  to  cover  than. 

■  A  calculation  guide.  You 
need  this  only  if  you  plan  to 
work  out  your  own  bflL 

Once  you  get  your  return, 
you  have  until  September  30  to 
complete  the  forms,  if  you 
want  tire  Revenue  to.  work  out 
your  tax.  You  will  have  until 
January  31, 1998,  if  you  prefer 


to  work  out  your  own.  Bet¬ 
ween  now  and  the  deadline, 
you  will  have  to  collect  paper¬ 
work  from  different  sources  io 
complete  the  form.  You  will 
not  actually  have  to  send  off 
the  papers  but  must  keep  them 
for  22  months  after  filing  the 
return  in  case  the  Revenue 
wants  to  check  them.  About 
7,500  people  a  year  will  be 
checked  at  random. 

If  you  are  employed,  you 
may  not  have  to  fill  in  a  return 
if  all  earnings  are  taxed  at 
source.  But  if  you  have  untax¬ 
ed  income  (freelance  earnings 
or  investment  income  as  a 
higher-rate  taxpayer),  you 
must  complete  one.  Your  em¬ 
ployer  must  give  you  .form 
P60,  showing  salary  and  ded¬ 
uctions,  by  May  31  and  form 
P11D  showing  taxable  benefits 
by  July  6.  You  must  fill  in  full 
details  on  your  form.  Vague 
statements  like  “as  per  PAYE" 
are  no  longer  acceptable. 

Sara  McConnell 
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Instant 
Home  Cover 
for  around 

£15  a  month 


Average  Customer  saving  of  over  £100  _ | 
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Find  out  why  over 
1.75  million  people  have 
already  put  theit  home 
insurance  in  the  safe  hands 
of  Prudential. 

You  can  save  £££’s  on 
your  premiums  and  you 
can  spread  your  cost  over 
12  months  -  at  no  extra 
charge! 

Don't  miss  out  on  cheaper 
premiums  -  call  us  now. 


STOP  THIEF! 


Call  direct  today  for  your 
FREE  quote  and  FREE  Stop 
Thief  security  video,  packed 
with  valuable  information 
on  how  to  keep  your  home 
and  your  possessions  safe. 
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PRUDENTIAL 

Phone  PRUDENTIAL  for  a  no-obliqatjaB  quotation  FREE  on:- 


2-08  0  0  300  300 


Lines  open  8  til  8  weekdays,  9  til  5  Saturdays  and 10  til  2  Sundays 


RETURN  TO  SENDER 


GROSS  PAID  A  MS  DALLY  * 


7.00% 

6.65% 

6.40% 

6.15% 

5.90% 

5A0% 


£100.000+ 

£50.000  -  £99.999 
£25,000 .  £49,999 
£10.000  ■  £24.939 
£5.000  •  £9,999 
£2^00 -£4.999 

Introducing  me  Postal  60  Account  from  Woolwich  Direct  The 
highest  quality  of  service  because  it's  the  Woolwich. 

Straightforward  and  convenient  because  it's  direct,  to 
your  door. 

Operating  your  account  by  post  means  we  can  offer  you 
higher  rates  on  a  minimum  investment  of  £2,500.  What’s 
more,  you  can  make  one  no-penatty,  instant  withdrawal  a  year. 

For  a  higher  interest  rate  from  the  Woolwich,  direct  to  your 
door,  call  us  free  now  quoting  ref:  TP  54 

Get  much  more  with 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0800  60  60  40 

For  your  wuMy.  totophona  mwonsarfona  may  bn  naxtietl  OJOirn  ■  9-OOpm  HON  ■  FH;  9  Awn 
■  3.00pm  SAT:  ItUHam  •  I-OOpm  SUN.  unaM  tdOnm  »»UBfcwlv4inwa  iga+naiLeam 

Chora  ntoes  kM  moMMy  nconw  CL500*  527%,  £5.000*  5  79%.  C10A06,  6JJ6V  C2S.00CK  623%.  E503W0*  6  46%.  £100.030-  6  78%  Balances  bato»  E2LGOO 
earn  mtoroa  u  l  00%  gross. 

Tnnaea  mi  ba  papMa  nw  erf  fie  tun  into  of  tacoma  Ms  bwmOr  20*1  at  autofecl  to  Bm  raquOw*  oMEcalton.  pots.  Wham  fie  tax  aaduaai  mceacfe  an 
mesort  rax  W0Vy  (I  onA  ■  ctoOa  nay  ba  mMe  to  Ow  torato  Rmmto  ra  neaymraa  (V  Ha- ra  raMdusta  wtoM  fcaMW  Wta  Mfm  ft*  tawra  or  bemie  tax 
baivta.  Vw  tu  oeAidad  nweb  Viair  MbAy  to  tox  an  Iw  Hanoi  am)  nay  nl  naw  no  iwm  tax  to  pay  an  V.  kdvttials  aAo  as  labto  ■  Bw  Mgbei  me  of 
*lmWn4B%allWI»p»y— WIBHW>llWmi»Wlll«taWlbW  — Inferol wti t» cn+ 
aakam  dafly:  Iran  tie  ttwtn  tun* ’■oitang  day  abv  ncan  n  a  arpoo#  by  eftoqua  Cub  deposits  mdl  ml  bo  oocopM  Pieol  ondmHy  m  be  >«q<and.  The  M 
raMmal  najatoaacftaftmdar  war  or  up  to  tiOOOO  may  be  made  abw  nottaa  or  ponaly.  Further  wUMMata  nay  be  made  mnstrawr  auataa  to  mo 
tora  oi  60  days' kitomL  Iheaccoteileanba  Jowidinitocuipgialyby  nMnoBOetoer  days'  man  nance.  H  aenubawl  it  made  often  you  hen  a pem«y  «eu 
<*•  not  achtowo  Ova  stated  Wares  oh  Mansi  rasas  on  araect  to  wanalton.  The  ■  mb  nun  Inwsnwe  Is  FiM  trams  snd  condtoons  ouabsMs  on  request 

WooMcn  BuSdng  Sodoly.  Craptnn  HQ.  Waoi%  Sbool.  BoneylMtaVi.  KratDM7RR  wr 


IF  YOU’RE  GOING  TO 
BUY  A  PENSION,  MAKE 
SURE  IT’S  ONE  OF  THE 
BEST  ON  THE  MARKET. 


Choosing  a  personal  {Tension  plan  is  not  an  easy 
task.  Superficially,  many  plans  can  look  similar,  so 
what  factors  should  you  consider  when  making 
your  choice? 

Price,  performance  and  flexibility  are  perhaps  the 
key  indicators  that  will  enable  you  to  differentiate 
the  wheat  from  the  chaff 

PRICE 

All  companies  are  now  required  to  disclose  to 
potential  buyers  the  cost  of  investments  such  as 
personal  pension  plans.  Comparing  the  charges 
made  by  different  companies  can  be  quite 
revealing. 

The  chart  above  left  compares  the  effect  of  the 
charges  made  by  various  companies  to  recoup 
such  costs  as  commission,  remuneration  an d 
administration  for  a  £200  pm,  20  year  regular 
contribution  with-profits  personal  pension  plan. 
Source:  Money  Management,  October  1996. 

Not  only  are  the  effects  of  The  Equitable's 
charges  the  lowest  of  the  companies  surveyed,  but 
also  the  effects  of  our  charges  are  almost  half  the 
average. 

PERFORMANCE 

For  more  than  20  years  the  indusuy  journal.  Planned 
Savings,  has  monitored  the  investment  performance 


of  regular  contribution  with-profits  personal  pension 
plans  maturing  over  different  time  periods. 

Of  the  52  performance  tables  published  since 
surveys  began  in  1974,  The  Equitable  has  appeared 
in  the  top  ten  on  no  less  than  43  occasions. 

That  consistency  of  performance  covering  two 
decades  is  unmatched  by  any  other  company 

Past  performance  is  no  guarantee  of  future 
performance. 

FLEXIBILITY 

With  an  Equitable  Personal  Pension  Han  you  may 
vary  your  ctmtoburians  without  penalty  If  you  have 
to  stop  paying  contributions  your  existing  benefits 
are  unaffected.  So  we  don't  tie  you  to  specific 
contributions  and  provided  the  minimum 
contribution  is  made  you  may  invest  what  you  want 
when  you  want.  Additionally  if  you  retire  earlier  or 
later  than  planned,  there’s  no  penalty  Your  benefits 
will  be  the  same  as  if  you  had  chosen  that  date  at  the 
outset. 

So,  if  you  would  like  to  learn  more  about  The 
Equitable  Personal  Pension  Plan  by  post  and  by 
telephone,  return  the  coupon  or  call  Aylesbury 
(0990)  38  48  58. 

www-equitable.co.  uk 


iMOMnwnu  mu.  gnu  bf  ijven  iw  fotoux  »**•’  reuxnb 
'  BGUUimBrnCPHfiCNALMVlsnECTMmtOBm 
THE  BQUEUtf  UH.  TSEFOSt  WOW  StKBC  JBLESWKC  aUOOWWMISflBE  WB  JS* 

lb:  The  Equitable  Life,  FREEPOST,  TOdum  Strew,  Aylesbury 
Bucks  HP21  7BR. 

I  would  welcome  details  co  The  Equitable's  penstem  plans. 

I  am  self  employed  □ 

I  am  an  employee  not  in  a  company  pension  scheme  □ 

TMCM7H 

NAME  iMi/Mis/Mira)  - 

ADDRESS - 


PDStCTxit- 


THMOfficeL 


TcLtiWL 


Wfe  piartnw*  dun  no  company  outride  The  Equable  and  its 
■aArifEanai  wil  icttM  these  denis,  if  however,  you  would  prefer  to 
rorivc  no  further  ntfermaBon  from  ic,  pkaR  bek  rfm  bux 


The  Equitable  Life 

You  profit  from  out  principles 
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32  WEEKEND  MONEY 


LIMITED  EDITION 

F  1  X  F:  D  RATE  SAVINGS  BOND  (ISSUE  3) 


■  Save  for  just  16  months 

.  ■  Save  from  £5,000  to  £5,000,000 

■  Guaranteed  7%  gross  piL  for  £15,000 
and  more  (6.78%  gross  p.a.  for  monthly 
interest  option) 

■  Guaranteed  6.5%  gross  p.a.  for  £5,000  - 
£14,999  (6.31%  gross  p-a.  for  monthly 
interest  option) 

■  limited  issue  -  apply  today 

i 

7i  ca II  for  further  details 


1  would  like  my  savings  to  do  better  In  the  new 
Prudential  Fixed  Rate  Savings  Bond.  (Issue  3). 

Please  tick  as  appropriate: 

I  enclose  a  cheque  for  E - to  open  a  Rxed  Rate 

Savings  Bond  (issue  3)  ( minimum  £ 5.000 }  made  payable  to 
Prudential  Banking  pic  Q 

(Your  wdkenw  pack  aMfl  In  Mfit  to  you  B  won  mwb  nioEtve  your  Omk^w) 

( require  my  interest  monthly  CJ 

Please  send  me  details  of  your  Fixed  Rate  Savings 

Bond  (Issue  3)  G 

Please  arrange  far  a  Prudential  representative  to 

contact  me  G 


Tide  (Ml/MlVMInnU). 


Daytime  telephone  nooncSTOomk). 


Mother's  maiden  name _ 

fra  operate  yew  jcmml 

I  am  over  16  and  a  UK  resident 


From  time  to  time  Prudential  may  contact  you  with  Information  which 
may  be  of  interest  If  you  would  prefer'net  to  receive  thh  Information, 
please  tick  the  box  Q 

Once  complete  please  place  this  coupon  in  an  envelope  together  with 


Brledey  Htt,  Dudley  DY5 1BR.  No  stamp  required. 


PRUDENTIAL!?" 


The  Bond  cs  a  strict^  limned  issue  and  may  be  withdraivn  at  any  time  without  notice.  Rates  correct  asat26L3J7.  Mo  addWoml  deposits  during  the  Efetime  of  the  Bond, 
no  withdrawals  or  closure  permitted  during  the  term  of  the  Bond.  Interest  will  be  paid  net  of  Income  tax,  presently  20%  (which  may  be  redalmed  by  non-taxpayers), 
or  subject  to  the  required  registration  gross.  Tax  legislation  Is  subject  to  change.  Opening  a  Bond  is  subject  to  status  and  identification  is  required.  Term  - 16  months 
from  date  opened.  Interest  Is  paid  to  day  prior  to  maturity.  Full  terms  and  conditions  issued  on  request  and  on  opening  the  Bond.  Telephone  calls  may  be  monitored 
or  recorded.  Prudential  Banking  pic  is  registered  In  Bigland  and  Wales.  Registered  Office:  142  Hofbom  Bars,  London  ECtM  ZNK.  Registered  Number  2999842. 


IFYOU  LOSTYOUR  PARTNER, 
COULD  YOU  HANDLE  A  IOBANDTHE 
SCHOOL  RUN  EVERY  DAY? 
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If  the  unthinkable  happened  and  your  partner  died,  you 
could  suddenly  find  yourself  with  a  lot  of  extra  commitments 
at  a  very  difficult  time.  A  major  concern  could  be  your  ability 
to  cope  financially.  Child  care  is  expensive  and  your  fernO/h 
Income  might  be  substantially  reduced.  That's  why  at  General 
Accident  we've  devised  a  special  scheme  that’s  both  simple 
and  supportive. 

Family  Protection  from  General  Accident  will  provide  a 
guaranteed  income  for  the  remainder  of  the  policy  term  should 
the  insured  person  die. You  can  choose  from  3  periods  of 
cover.  10. 15  or  20  years,  whichever  one  best  suns  your  needs. 

for  example,  die  cost  of  covering  a  healthy  29  year  old 
female  non-smoker  for  a  10  year  period  providing  for  a 
momhfy  income  rf  £1 ,000  is  juac  22p  a  day. 

for  more  information  about  Family  Protection  from 
General  Accident  cafl  FREE  now.  Tel  I  us  what  period  of  cover 
you  want  and  we  w3J  send  you  3  personal  illustrations  giving 
you  a  choice  of  guaranteed  income  of  £1,000,  £1,500  or  £2.000 
per  month  with  no  obligation. 


for  your  «cijrftj&  your  csB  wfcfc  GwwrafAxidwt  wtjl  be 


whS  ettokd'pnty  of  the  product*. of  General  Acddent  life. ' 

are  avajfaMe  <n»  ratquiwt.  ■ 

Rbgdated  by  the  Persona!  tavqraneivAutWfiy. 


call 0500  100  200 

hKfcfc  LINES  OPEN  24  HOURS 


KEY  PEOPLE 


Or  complete  the  coupon  and  send  to:  FamSy  Protection,  General  Accident,  FREEPOST YO550, YORK, YO I IBR. 


Pteju4j  tinfirilt  tfrr  inn/h  nf  rarer  you  tUmnry  Mr/Mrs/Mi&s/Ms  avr**,tDbetn*B*d)_ 

ytiJti's'Cl  ^  J'OW5-  °  •»**«»*»/  j  •'  V*  •' •  •  forenamefc) - 

xtfpsntet  ..  Surname _ 

_  Addfess_ 


rGA 


Telephone  (inc  STD  code)  Daytime 
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Nathan  Yates  finds  plastic  paybacks  increasingly  attractive 

Issuers  scramble  for 
credit  card  customers 


Les  McKeown  has  had  the  air  tidiets  to  prove  that  a  quarter  of  a  million  loyalty  points  were  more  than  just  a  gimmick 
t  n  an  increasingly  cut-throat  card  this  reward  if  Bradford  &  Bingley  is  your  cent  of  their  spending  through  voucher? 


In  an  increasingly  cut-throat  card 
market  loyalty  is  at  a  premium,  and 
issuers  are  increasingly  ready  to  pay 
bonuses  in  the  scramble  to  keep  custom¬ 
ers.  Bank  of  England  figures  released 
this  week  show  that  high  credit  card  use 
pushed  net  consumer  borrowing  to  a 
record  £J-22  billion  in' February.  The 
month  saw  a  17  Jj  per  cent  rise  in  net 
consumer  credit  the  fastest  since  May 
1989. 

One  beneficiary  of  the  war  among 
credit  card  companies  for  this  spending 
bonanza  Is  JLes  McKeown,  a  Belfast  art 
gallery  owner.  He  said:  “1  thought 
loyalty  points  were  just  a  gimmick,  so  I 
never  kept  track  of  my  American 
Express  Rewards.  But  then  I  needed  to 
send  a  team  out  to  set  up  our  new 
gallery  in  San  FranciSco.  1  had  over  a 
quarter  of  a  million  Rewards  points  by 
then,  and  1  was  delighted  to  find  out 
that  was  enough  to  pay  for  their  trip.” 

A  report  by  Professor  Steve  Worthing¬ 
ton  of  Stafford  University  shows  in  terms 
of  total  financial  gain  the  best  scheme  is 
provided  by  Bradford  &  Bingley  Build¬ 
ing  Society.  On  its  Visa/ Mastercard  you 
receive  a  4  per  cent  return  on  all  your 
spending.  For  £10,000  spent  this  adds  up 
to  a  £400  payback. 

With  Bradford  &  Bingley's  card  the 
money  must  go  towards  paying  off  your 
mortgage,  ana  you  are  only  eligible  for 


this  reward  if  Bradford  &  Bingley  is  your 
lender.  For  those  who  prefer  to  buy  a  car 
rather  than  a  house,  the  GM  card  offers 
the  next  best  rate  of  return.  Here  you 
receive  3  per  cent  of  your  spending,  and 
after  buying  £10.000  worth  of  goods  you 
would  accumulate  £300  towards  a  new 
Vauxhall  car. 

If  you  need  neither  a  car  nor  a  house, 
the  most  profitable  option  is  American 
Express.  Us  Rewards  system  offers 
between  2  per  cent  and  2.7  per  cent  of 
money  returned,  to  be  spent  in  a  variety 
of  ways.  Possible  purchases  range  from 
flights  to  meals  out.  and  one  cardholder 
even  paid  for  his  entire  honeymoon  with 
Rewards  points  last  month. 

NatWest  Bank's  Visa/ Mastercard  of¬ 
fers  between  0.6  and  25  per  cent  money 
back,  which  is  the  best  loyalty  scheme 
available  from  any  high  street  bank.  Its 
rewards  are  organised  through  Air 
Miles,  one  of  the  oldest  loyalty  systems. 

Air  Miles  used  to  be  spent  on  British 
Airways  flights,  but  the  range  of  rewards 
on  offer  has  been  expanded  to  keep  pace 
with  the  competition.  Air  Miles  can  now 
bring  you  more  diverse  benefits,  from 
days  out  with  selected  travel  companies 
to  hotel  bookings.  Perhaps  their  most 
unusual  offer  is  a  discount  on  white 
water  rafting. 

The  Texaco  Global  Visa  card  reim¬ 
burses  its  holders  between  1  and  I.l  per 


cent  of  their  spending  through  vouchers 
that  are  valid  at  a  variety  of  stores  from 
Burton's  dothes  shops  to  Pizza  Hut  After 
spending  £10,000  on  this  card  you  will 
receive  vouchers  worth  £110.  The  Gold¬ 
fish  card  and  the  Alliance  &  Leicester 
Money  Back  card  both  offer  a  1  per  cent 
return  on  your  expenditure,  and  a  choice 
between  these  will  depend  on  how  you 
like  your  payment 

With  the  Goldfish  card  you  will  receive 
a  discount  on  your  British  Gas  bill  or  on 
shopping  at  Boots  or  Asda.  With  the 
Money  Back  card  you  will  get  your 
reward  in  straightforward  cash,  and 
Alliance  &  Leicester  is  the  only  company 
offering  this  direct  benefit 


As  well  as  the  loyalty  returns 
available  on  credit  cards,  there  is 
also  a  range  of  non-payment 
schemes  available  from  stores.  UK  citi¬ 
zens  now  cany  27  mflUon  supermarket 
loyalty  cards  in  their  wallets,  an  increase 
of  more  than  25  per  cent  in  recent  months. 

One  advantage  of  these  cards  is  that 
they  offer  the  opportunity  to  “double  dip” 
into  die  rewards  system.  When  buying 
■your  groceries,  for  example,  you  can  use  a 
Salisbury  Reward  card  to  obtain  a  future 
food  bill  discount  and  at  the  same  time 
you  can  make  the  purchase  with  Ameri¬ 
can  Express  and  add  to  your  Rewards 
points  tally. 


No  Initial  Charge. 

No  Switching  Charge. 

No  point  looking  elsewhere 


»  To  give  investors  a  better  deal,  we  have 
ABOLISHED  INITIAL  and  SWITCHING 
charges  on  the  Fleming  Investment  Trusts 
Share  Plan. 

»  The  only  cost  on  purchases  is  D.5&  stamp 
duty  and  any  market  spread  between  buying 
and  selling  prices.  There  is  a  1%  brokerage 
charge  on  sales. 

»  As  new  paperless  siockmarkei  systems  push 
up  costs  for  private  investors,  abolishing 
these  charges  makes  our  Share  Plan  the 
ideal,  LOW  COST  way  to  retain  a  stake  in 
the  market 

»  Flemings  is  one  of  the  UK’s  1ARGEST 
INVESTMENT  TRUST  MANAGERS.  With 
trusts  spanning  most  global  investment 
opportunities  and  assets  under  management 
of  £4.(5  billion,  the  new  FREE  SWITCHING 
facility  makes  the  Share  Plan  the  only 
investment  service  many  investors  will 
ever  need.  . 

»  To  find  out  more  about  how  to  invest  from 
as  little  as  £40  a  month  or  £400  lump  sums, 
call  FREEPHONE  0500  500  161  now  for 
full  details.  (Obviously,  there's  no  charge 
for  this  service  either.) 


GROWTH  OF  £1,000 
OVER  20  YEARS 


£24,603 


£3,878 


tvo 

£19.584  '  * 
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Buffing  Society  Account  UnrtTiust  RemlnBJtwMlroBhtTiusit 
Souw  MirrottaLft^m  to  Is!  l-rbnum  1 997,  itrt  inmar  m* mated, 


llratTiust 


You  can  also  contact  Hangings  on  the  internet. 
http://www.flemings.com/fitni 


Robert  Fleming  established  ■ 
bis  first  investment  trust  in  1873.* 
investing  in  the  emerging 
market  of  the  day,  America.'.,' 
Today,  Flemings  is  one  of  the  UK’s 
leading  independent  Muwaouesif  - 
groups,  managing  £60  Mflion  ■. 
through  offices  in  38  countries. 


To;  Fleming  Investment  Trusts,  Freepost  22  (SW1565), 
Urndon  W1E  7EZ.  Freephone:  0500  500  161. 
Please  send  me  a  copy  «r  the  Fleming  Investment 
Trusts  Share  Plan  brochure. 


Title: _ 

Surname:. 

Addi'ess: 


_ Initials: 


.Postcode: 


►n  the  internet.  |  Flemings  |ii 

m/fitm  .  | _  The  fnvestmmt  Trust  Experts  v| 

m«- from  fit™  ron  f.JI  as  »„■«  riv  :,„rt  j„WSUll1t  1|M|  ^ ™ 
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Matthew  Wall  finds  few  worries  among  businessmen  ahead  of  the  election 

A  blip  on  the  City’s  charts 
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The  message  to  investors 
this  week,  as  skittish- 
ness  on  Wall  Street 
took  its  toll  on  the  UK  stock 
market  and  the  political  par¬ 
ties-  unveiled  their  election 
manifestos  to  mixed  reactions: 
“Please  fasten  your  seatbelts 
as  we  will  be  encountering 
some  turbulence". 

The  Dow  Jones  industrial 
average;  the  most  commonly 
quoted  US  performance  in¬ 
dex;  continued  its  slide  amid 
fears  that  the  Federal  Re¬ 
serve’s  quarter  percentage 
point  rise  in  the  key  US  short- 
term  interest  rate  last  week 
would  not  be  the  last  Conse¬ 
quently  the  UK’s  FT-SE  100 
index,  which  ended  last  week 
at  4312.9,  Fell  again  and  ended 
the  week  at  around  4337. 

The  Easier  break  exacerbat¬ 
ed  UK  share  price  volatility  as 
fund  managers  extended  their 
holidays.  Thin  trading  vol¬ 
ume  meant  that  fewer  transac¬ 
tions  had  a  greater  effect  on 
prices  and  this  increased  vola¬ 
tility  added  to  the  impression 
of  nervousness  and  uncertain¬ 
ty  in  the  run-up  to  the  election. 

But  John  Hatherley.  head 
of  research  at  M&G,  the 
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Hold  on  tight  investors  should  prepare  themselves  for  a  bumpy  ride  on  the  markets  in  the  run-up  to  the  election 


second  Largest  unit  trust  pro¬ 
vider  with  £16  billion  under 
management,  says  there  is 
actually  a  feeling  of  calm  in 
the  City. 

The  market  does  not  re¬ 
gard  the  Tory  manifesto  with 
anything  more  than  academic 
interest  We'Ve  had  a  Labour 
lead  of  about  20. per  cent  since 
Black  Wednesday  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1992  and  fund  managers 
have  been  conditioned  to  a 
Labour  victory  for  some 
tune.”  he  said. 

“Indeed,  the  market  began 
the  year  very  strongly  despite 
Labour’s  lead  in  the  polls. 


This  election  campaign  is 
absolutely  irrelevant  to  our 
asset  allocations." 

And  one  head  of  trading  at 
a  leading  City-brokerage  said: 
"The  markets  will  remain 
fragile  for  the  next  couple  of 
months  and  will  become  more 
and  more  volatile  the  closer 
we  get  to  the  election.  But  the 
long-term  trend  is  upwards. 

“Our  view  is  that  people 
shouldn't  panic.  Things  are 
going  to  plan.  The  economic 
fundamentals  look  good  in 
the  medium  term.  .As  long  as 
inflation  is  kept  at  a  modest 
level  and  US  interest  rates  do 


Bull  looks  like  finally 
running  out  of  steam 


At  last  it  seems  to  be 
happening.  After  six 
years  of  its  record- 
breaking  bull  run,  the  stock 
market  has  Down  too  dose  to 
the  sun  and  is  falling  fast 
What  makes  this  different 
from  previous  setbacks,  such 
as  last  summer,  is  that  the 
mood  of  investors  cs  changing 
and  that  could  have  some 
unpredictable  effects.  Hie 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 
in  New  York  has  plunged 
more  than  IS  per  cent  since  its 
March  peak  of  just  over  7,000. 

Since  the  end  of  last  week  it 
has  dropped  more  than  360 
points,  twinging  it  dose  to 
where  it  began  the  year.  This  is 
not  yet  on  a  par  with  the  1987 
crash  when  the  Dow  collapsed 
Z2.6  per  cent,  tail  it  is  dose  to 
the  10  per  cent  fall  that  would 
officially  end  the  bull  phase. 

Wall  Street  analysts  who 
until  a  few  weeks  ago  were  stiH 
bullish  have  abruptly  turned 
gloomy.  The  market  is  head¬ 
ed  lower  in  the  next  few 
weeks,"  says  Tom  McManus, 


equity  strategist  at  NatWest 
Markets  in  New  York. 

Most  professional  investors 
seem  :  to  agree.  The  Federal 
Reserve  Board  put  interest 
rates  up  035  per  cent  a  week 
ago  and  many  experts  expect 
two  or  three  farther  rises  as  tire 
authorities  fry  to  choke  off 
incipient  inflation  m  an  econo¬ 
my  that  remains  stubbornly . 
strong.  Higher  interest  rates 
are  . likely  to  mean  weaker 
corporate  profits,  and  the  spate 
of  first-quarter  company  re¬ 
sults  due  over  the  next  few 
weeks  is  expected  to  be  disap¬ 
pointing,  pushing  share  prices 
down  further. 

The  big  worry  is  what  small 
investors  will  do.  They  have 
poured  cash  into  the  market  in 
the  past  two  years.  Already,  the 
average  mutual  fund  (the  US 
equivalent  of  unit  trusts)  is 
losing  money  this  year.  If  the 
market  falls  further,  losses 
could  become  large  enough  to 
prompt  a  wholesale  flight  from 
equities  by  individual  inves¬ 
tors.  If  that  happens,  the 


market  will  be  in  trouble,  so 
everyone  is  watching  mutual 
fund  cashflows  like  a  hawk. 

On  the  plus  side  there  has 
been  tittle  sign  of  panic  despite 
the  wild  price  swings  of  the 
past  week.  More  money  is 
moving  *  into  cash  such  as 
money  market  funds,  but  it  has 
not  yet  become  a  flood.  The 
best  strategy  for  anyone  watch¬ 
ing  the  US  is  probably  to  wait 
but  keep  your  finger  on  the 
button.  If  the  market  falls 
much  beyond  10  percent  in  the 
next  few  days,  it  may  be  wise  to 
get  out  fast  because  the  fall 
could  become  a  panic 

It  is  more  likely  that  the 
market  will  stabilise  and  even¬ 
tually  start  to  move  ahead 
again.  The  US  economy  is, 
after  all  fundamentally  strong. 
Corporate  profits  may  falL  but 
companies  are  still  generally 
health)-.  There  is.  in  short,  no 
good  reason  for  the  market  to 
crash  or  even  decline  much 
further  than  it  has  already. 

Richard  Thompson 


The  Good  PEP  Guide. 


.  .* 


If  you’re  into  PEPs.  tuck  into 
The  Catalogue.  We’ve  no  less 
than  26  PEPable  funds  to  tempt 
you,  from  the  plain  home  cooking 
of  our  Preference  and  Bond  Fund 
PEP  to  the  haute  cuisine  of  our 
European  Value  Fund  -  each  one 
brought  to  you  fresh  from  the  markets  in 
mouthwatering  colour.  Send  for  your  free 


copy  now.  It  makes  other  PEP  literature 
look  like.  well,  so  many  wilted  leaves. 
Call  0500  707  707  or  return  die  coupon. 


unoTi  Sxs  -bt™  *5-  Imesc*  Snwtcs.  Hf-jerETi  Inwwlnfs. 
-.RHCWinvaCTMe. 


Henderson 

Investors 
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not  continue  to  rise,  then 
things  should  be  OK.* 

It  seems  that  Labour's  front 
bench  Treasury  team  has 
successfully  convinced  the 
City  that  a  change  of  govern¬ 
ment  poses  little  threat  to  the 
market  economy. 

But  concerns  remain 
over  Labour’s  lack  of 
experience  in  office  and 
the  absence  of  specific  policy 
detail.  Despite  such  concerns, 
the  last  thing  the  City  wants  is 
the  uncertainty  of  a  small 
Labour  majority  or  a  hung 
Parliament  HSBC  James 


CapeL  stockbrokers,  is  pre¬ 
dicting  a  140-seat  majority  for 
Labour  and  435  per  cent 
growth  in  gross  domestic 
product  (GDP)  this  year. 
Keith  Skeoch,  its  chief  econo¬ 
mist,  says:  “Our  GDP  growth 
is  at  the  upper  end  of  expecta¬ 
tions,  but  we  believe  the 
demutualisation  of  the  build¬ 
ing  societies  will  give  a  further 
boost  to  the  consumer-led 
recovery. 

“We  expect  that  a  quarter  of 
the  £22  billion  being  raised 
will  be  spent  by  consumers. 
Given  the  net  improvement  in 
personal  sector  finances,  cou¬ 


pled  with  improvement  in  the 
housing  market,  the  economy 
looks  to  be  in  good  shape.  As  a 
result  there  is  a  distinct  switch 
in  the  market  from  financial 
stocks  to  consumer  stocks." 

This  view  is  supported  by 
record  consumer  borrowing 
figures  issued  this  week.  Net 
consumer  borrowing  exceed¬ 
ed  £13  billion  in  February, 
boosted  by  vigorous  credit 
card  borrowing. 

And  the  Confederation  of 
British  Industry  (CBI)  report¬ 
ed  improved  retail  sales  vol¬ 
ume  growth  for  the  year  to 
March  1997,  with  a  balance  of 
33  per  cent  of  retailers  enjoy¬ 
ing  growth  compared  with  27 
per  cent  for  the  same  period  ■ 
last  year. 

Such  strong  figures  make 
interest  rate  rises  even  more 
likely  after  the  election,  as  the 
new  government  battles  to 
keep  inflation  at  its  23  per 
cent  target  leveL  However,  the 
CBf  does  not  believe  there  is  a 
danger  of  the  economy  slip¬ 
ping  back  into  the  boom-hust 
cyde.  last  seen  in  the  late 
Eighties  and  early 'Nineties, 
as  some  fear. 

A  new  Chancellor  will  be 
faced  with  the  problem  of 
raising  interest  rates  just 
enough  to  convince  the  bond 
markets  that  inflation  is 
under  control,  but  not  so 
much  that  the  markets  would 
fear  a  slowdown  in  economic 
recovery. 

While  the  politicians  battle 
it  out  over  the  coming  weeks, 
they  will  undoubtedly  forget 
that  the  UK  market  is  a  mere 
bit-part  player  in  the  global 
economy,  blown  here  and 
there  by  the  vicissitudes  of 
other  more  influential 
markets. 
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Find  out  why 
pension  plans  are 
not  all  the  same. 


Perhaps  you  think  that  all  petition  plans  are  the  same.  If 
you  do,  then  you  would  be  making  a  big  mistake.  Here  are 
some  of  the  reasons  why  you  should  consider  an  Equitable 
Pension  Plan. 

The  Equitable  Life.- 

•  Pays  no  commission  to  third  parties  for  the 
introduction  of  new  business, 

■  Has  no  shareholders. 

Ous  Pension  Plan: 

•  Letp  yon  retire  earlier  or  later  planned  — 
without  penalty. 

•  Lets  yon  vary  your  contributions  -  without 
penalty. 

•  Provides  full  return  of  fund  in  the  event  of  death 
before  retirement. 

So,  if  you  would  like  to  find  out  more  about  how  The 
Equitable  Pension  Plan  is  not  the  same  as  most  others,  call 
us  direct  on  (0990)  38  48  58  or  send  off  the  coupon  below 
for  more  information  by  post  and  by  telephone. 

www. equftabie.cn.  uk 

Infarmawm/fldvice  viO  only  be  given  aa  Equitable  group  products 
Regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority 
THE  fWTTARLE  UFE  FHEEKOT.  W\LTOW  STKBET.  AYLESBURY.  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  HKl  7BS 

rTor  “ThTEqui iubfe  Life.  FREEPOST.  Wakon  Sum.  AYLESBURY.  bdb  HP21 7BR*1 
1  to£1  ockcttie  deuub  on  The  Eqniubie'a  pension  plans.  I  am  idf  employed  Q 
I  am  an  employe?  dm  in  a  aaopaor  pension  scheme  Q  TMRA7D 


NAME  (Mr  Mis  Miul 
ADDRESS—— 


TrL  (Office)  . 
Teh  (Home)  . 
Dale  of  Binh  . 


Poaaxie . 


acrinjA  l.lnronnlim 
ifcarartmiv  Q 


The  Equitable  Life 

You  profit  from  our  principles 


Investment. 


As  broad  as  it’s  been  long. 

With  potential  political  change  ahead,  many 
investors  feel  indecisive.  The  higher  the  UK  market 
rises,  the  further  it  could  fall,  but  when  do  you  invest 
when  do  you  sell?  Of  course,  spreading  investments 
internationally  always  makes  sense,  especially  in 
times  of  uncertainty.  At  Foreign  &  Colonial,  your 
choice  is  broad  and  our  experience  long.  We  offer  a 
wide  range  of  risk-rated  investment  trusts 
specialising  in  different  countries,  regions  and 
sectors.  You  can  access  our  specialist  expertise 
through  our  Private  Investor  Plan.  We  charge  just  5p* 
to  invest  the.  minimum  monthly  contribution  of  £25. 
Why  not  request  our  brochure  for  more  information? 

Phone  01734  828  802  or  Fax  01734  344  622 

any  time  quoting  the  coupon  code,  or  return  the 
coupon. 


Foreign  Colonial 


To:  Foreign  &  Colonial  Management  Ltd,  PO  Box  Z 
Twyford.  Berkshire  RG10  9NW. 

Name _ _ _ 

Address  _ ___ 


Town 


County 


Postcode 


P5497T 


*  Russtwutory  05%  Govt  Stamp  Duty  on  puthase. 

It*  value  of  shares  and  The  ncome  from  them  on  fal  as  well  as  re»  and  yju  may  not  get  bade  the  fufl  amourt  invested  Past  perfomiancB  is  no  guide  to  the  future.  AS  figures  sourced 
MKropat  3.1.77-1.157.  i™«imenr  trust  figure  basis:  mid-merket  prices,  net  income  renwoed.  aid.  historical  35%  notional  expenses.  (Actual  Ran  charges  02%  tonrntaon  and  05% 
Gwt  5tamp  Duty)-  Building  Society  figure  basic  highest  net  rate  <«aTabie  (UK  Savings  £25,0004-  Account]  ratal  ream,  net  income  reinvested  Fonsgri  &  Colonial  Management  Lrrnrtfid 

(regulated  by  M3Q  and  the  Personal  (nwsjment  Authority)  or  its  subsidiaries  are  the  Managers  of  the  investment  trusts. 
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r  PEP  INVESTMENT  WITH  A 

MARKS  &  SPENCER 

FINANCIAL  SERVICES  GUARANTEE 


Are  you  saving  for  the  future? 

If  you  do  not  have  a  General  PS3  for  the  new  tax  year  and  would  like  your  sawings  to  benefit  from  the  growth 
potential  of  the  stock  market,  with  the  reassurance  of  a  5th  anniversary  guarantee,  the  Marks  &  Spencer 
Guaranteed  Capital  Investment  Plan  -  Issue  4  could  be  just  what  you  are  looking  for  - 

■  •  Your  original  investment  is  guaranteed  on  the 

Marks  &  Spencer  UK  IOO  Companies  Fund  which 

•  The  FTPSE*  100  Index  has  grown  by  102%  in  the 
last  5  years  compared  with  average  Tessa  growth 

•  You  cam  invest  any  amount  from  £3,000  to  £6,000 

•  There  is  no  initial  charge  and  no  exit  charge  to  pay 

OFFER  CLOSES  30th  MAY  1997 

For  full  deoils  of  both  this  Plan  and  our  new  High  Income  PEP  including  appfkzOon  forms  and  terms  and  conditions 

CALL  FREE  ON 

0800  363451 

.  quoting  TTP05A 

8am  to  8pm  weekdays,  9am  to  5pm  weekends 
Internet  address:  http://www.marks-and-spencer.co.uk 

Please  remember  the  value  of  units  and  the  Income  from  them  can  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

Past  performance  is  no  guarantee  of  future  performance. 


MARKS  &  SPENCER 


Marks  ft  Spencer  Unit  Trust  Management  Limited. 

Regulated  by  IMRO  and  die  Personal  Investment  Authority.  Registered  Office:  Michael  House.  Baker  Server.  London  WJ  A  I  DM. 
Registered  in  England:  2253009.  A  subsidiary  of  Maria  and  Spencer  pk. 

Marks  ft  Spencer  Unit  Trust  Management  Limited  is  part  of  die  Marks  ft  Spencer  Financial  Sendees  Marketing  Group 
which  uses  the  business  name  Marks  ft  Spencer  Financial  Sendees. 
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"Hsu  can  Invest  up  CD  ££.000  In  each  ts*  year  In  a  General  TO*.  Arty  increase  as  dn  vahw  of  your  mmnee  Is  nsfatAnr  m  potd  on  I 
gam  you  mike  when  telling  your  Ran  Is  abo  tax-free.  The  tan  treatment  of  PEPi  may  be  chanted  by  hsura  Itcljtaoon. The  vahM  of  any  Be  be 
fThs  performance  of  de  FT-S^  100  Index  owe  fhu  years  m  Jlsr  Jroary  1*97  Is  calcutatxd  on  an  offer  os  bid  basa  mcJudJn*  al  cSvefand 
of  Jl  Tessas  anJfaUe  far  the  whole  period  Soiree  HSW. 
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Revenue  and  any 
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£25 


month,  GOVETT 


gives  you,  the  INVESTMENT 

potential  of  the  world 


~  “  .  _  —  To  establish  a  globally-orientated,  well-diversified 

Excellent  long-term  results  *  1 

portfolio  doesn’t  necessarily  require  huge  sums  of 

S  money.  With  the  John  Govett  Investment  Trust  Savings 

Scheme,  you  can  begin  reaping  the  rewards  of 

professional  fund  management  for  as  little  as  J&25 

a  month  or  a  minimum  £250  lump  sum.  The  scheme 

* 

is  specifically  tailored  for  those  seeking  the  prospect 
of  worthwhile  returns  in  the  future.  Our  range  4* 
of  seven  investment  trusts  spans  the  most 
promising  markets  in  the  UK  and  the  World.  You 
soorcc Micmpuj mxj  10 itwi. h« locrmc rchircuoj its-- ia**-  can  choose  from:  Govett  Oriental,  Govett 

“A»  mca«retl  by  the  RcnU  Price  Index. 

Strategic,  Govett  American  Smaller  Companies,  Govett  Asian  Smaller  Companies, 
Govett  Emerging  Markets,  Govett  High  Income  and  Govett  Global  Smaller  4^. 
Companies.  A  glance  at  the  chart  will  show  just  how  worthwhile  the  returns  from 
investment  trusts  can  be.  To  find  out  more  about  our  high  returns,  simply  return  the 
coupon  or  call  us  free  on  0500  796616. 


1  • 

1 » 


To-  The  Customer  Services  Department  John  Govett  fkCo.  Limited,  Shecfcleton  House.  4  Battle  Bridge  Lane.  London.  SET  2 HR. 
T  I-  0500  796616.  Please  send  me  details  of  the  John  Govett  Investment  Trust  Savings  Scheme  O  The  Savings  Scheme  PEP  O 

iHnw  tidt  ban! 


_  _ _ Day  Tel.  No. _ now 
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Investment 


Karen  Zagor  on  the  attempts  to  keep  society  members  sweet 

What  price 

loyalty  now? 


Loyalty  may  be  a  precious 
commodity  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  world,  but  some 
building  society  members  feel 
the  rewards  for  fidelity  are 
meagre. 

David  Elam,  a  freelance 
advertising  creative  director, 
has  been  involved  with  the 
Britannia  for  more  than  20 
years.  Although  he  no  longer 
has  a  mortgage  with  die 
society,  he  does  have  more 
than  £10,000  in  a  savings 
account,  thanks  to  the  recent 
sale  of  a  house.  When  the 
society  announced  how  much 
it  was  distributing  this  year 
through  its  loyalty  reward 
scheme,  Mr  Elam  rang  to  find 
out  how  much  he  would  get. 

“There  was  huge  hype  sur¬ 
rounding  the  launch  of  the 
bonus  and  I  expected  to  be 
bowled  over,  but  when !  asked 
how  much  the  loyalty  bonus 
was.  I  was  told  1  would  get 
only  £24.37,"  he  said.  “I  was 
underwhelmed." 

Mr  Elam  also  notes  that  the 
loyalty  bonus  is  capped  on 
savings  of  more  than  £20,000. 
"This  seems  rather  ar  odds 
with  the  chairman’s  statement 
that  the  scheme  takes  into 
account  the  size  of  people's 
financial  commitment  ft’s  not 
that  I’m  money-grabbing,  but 
I  felt  that  promises  were 
broken.  And  1  wonder  what  it 
cost  them  in  clerical  terms  to 
give  me  £24.37." 

However.  Mr  Elam  is  un¬ 
likely  to  be  the  only  disap¬ 
pointed  Britannia  member. 
When  the  society  announced 
details  of  its  scheme  last  year, 
it  predicted  average  payments 
of  £40  for  the  first  year,  which 
is  not  exactly  the  type  of  figure 
to  win  over  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  members.  In  the  end, 
the  payout  was  even  less 
generous,  with  average  pay¬ 
ments  of  only  £35.  The  maxi¬ 
mum  payotit  was  £500. 

The  Britannia  was  one  of  a 
large  number  of  building  soci¬ 
eties  forced  to  pass  on  profits 
to  members  to  prove  that 
mutuality  was  worthwhile 
after  last  year's  glut  of  mergers 
and  conversions,  which  left 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  soci¬ 
ety  members  richer  through 
large  one-off  payments. 

Nidd  Lundy,  a  Britannia 
spokeswoman,  says:  "The 
bonus  was  never  intended  to 
compete  with  the  windfall 
payments.  We  launched  it  to 
restate  that  we  are  a  mutual 
society  and  that  we  want  to 
give  something  back  to  our 
customers.  It's  not  a  one-off 
payment,  and  it  can  increase 
as  customers  take  out  more 
products  or  increase  their 
tenure.  We  give  back  about 
one  third  of  our  business  to 
members,  and  as  our  profits 
grow  the  real  value  of  that 
bonus  will  grow." 

The  Britannia’s  scheme  is 
based  on  a  points  system, 
where  points  are  allocated  for 


Night  watchman:  loyalty  used  to  be  a  highly  prized  virtue 


tenure  and  the  amount  of 
money  borrowed  or  saved 
with  the  society.  Members 
then  receive  a  lump  sum.  Mr 
Elam  does  not  feel  the  loyalty 
rewards  are  sufficient  to  com¬ 
pensate  for  the  fact  that  he  is 
getting  only  5.50  per  cent  for 
die  money  in  his  Capital  Trust 
postal  account 
Mr  Elam  may  be  relieved  to 
know  that  the  society  is  lifting 
its  savings  rates  on  Monday, 
when  amounts  of  more  than 


£5.000  in  a  Capital  Trust 
account  will  get  annual  inter¬ 
est  of  5.6  per  cent,  or  535  per 
cent  for  monthly  interest 
In  contrast  research  by 
MoneyFacts  show’s  that 
Northern  Rock  is  paying  6.65 
per  cent,  with  minimum  with¬ 
drawals  of  £500,  and  the 
Coventry  is  paying  535  per 
cent  on  sums  above  £10,000. 
For  instant  access  accounts, 
Bristol  &  West  is  paying  6.40 
per  cent  Alliance  &  Leicester 
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With  the  Cheshire’s  ["Amount" 

unique  Instant  50,  you  get  INVEST£D 

an  investment  account  250,000+ 

thar  offers  the  attractive  £25,000+ 

combination  of  high  £10  0OT+ 

interest  and  instant  access  - — 

25,000+ 


6.45% 

6.15% 

5.40% 

4.65% 


without  penalty.  I  - - -  1  I 

The  account  is  simple  to  me  coo,  either  by  visiting  your  nearest  branch 


FUEETHONE  0800 -243  278 


CHESHIRE 

BUILDING  SOCIETY 


I  All  we  ask  is  that  you 
limit  the  withdrawals 
from  your  account  to 
four  or  less  per  year. 
Why  not  open  an 
■  Instant  50  with  rhe 
-  Cheshire  today? 
or  using  our  free  postal  system. 


NSTANT 


50 


Taking  Care  of  Your  Interests  I _ _ 

Cheshire  Building  Society  FREEPOST,  Castle  Street,  Macclesfield,  Cheshire  SK11  6YA 
Please  tide  appropriate  bem  To  open  :xn  account  0  For  further  inforaudoa  0 

To  open-vnur  account  by  post  please  complete  thh  coupon  and  endose  it  with  tour  dteque.  and  an  original  uriKtv 
bill!  which  we  will  return).  Owques  should  be  parable  foOxshirc  Building  Sodcre 

I/Wc  enclose  C - 1 minimum  £5. 000  maximum  £50U,000>  for  investment  in  Instant  50. 

NAMEIS) _ _ _ 

Address  - : _ _ _ 


Postcode _ 

Signatures) 


BBnUwrbifaiJniiiiiMxiui. 


is  paying  6.05  per  cent  and 
even  Sains  bury ’s  is  paying 
5.75  per  cent  on  accounts  of 
more  than  £10,000. 

Some  societies  have  opted  to 
reward  members  by  cutting 
mortgage  rates  or  lifting  sav¬ 
ings  rates.  In  the  long  term, 
this  may  be  the  best  way  for 
societies  to  prove  that  mutual¬ 
ity  is  in  the  best  interest  of 
members.  The  Nationwide, 
for  example,  is  giving  back 
about  half  its  profits  to  mem¬ 
bers  through  better  savings 
and  mortgage  rates.  Its  stan¬ 
dard  variable  mortgage  rate 
now  stands  at  6.99  per  cent 
The  society  estimates  that  a 
family  with  a  £60,000  interest- 
only  mortgage  and  £10.000  in 
an  instant  access  account 
would  be  £235  better  off  than  if 
they  were  with  the  Halifax, 
£315  better  off  than  if  they 
banked  with  NatWest  and 
£250  better  off  titan  with 
Abbey  National.  A  spokesman 
said:  “We  can  continue  to  do 
this  because  we  do  not  have 
shareholders  to  pay  dividends 
ro.  and  we  have  recommitted 
ourselves  to  return  a  similar 
amount  next  year." 

Bradford  &  Bingley  re¬ 
cently  announced  im¬ 
provements  to  its  initial 
loyalty  package.  It  now  plans  to 
offer  savers  rates  that  are,  on 
average,  0J5  percentage  points 
higher  than  competitors’.  Its- 
standard  variable  mortgage 
rate  is  a  competitive  6.99  per 
cent,  and  there  are  plans  to 
offer  even  lower  rates  for 
longer-standing  borrowers. 

Others  are  also  choosing  to 
reward  longstanding  member¬ 
ship.  The  Coventry’s  standard 
variable  mortgage  rate  is  725 
per  cent  but  its  Privilege  Rale 
for  borrowers  of  at  least  five 
years’  standing  is  65  per  cent 
National  Counties'  discount 
scheme  starts  with  a  mortgage 
discount  of  0.40  percentage 
points  for  existing  borrowers 
who  have  been  with  the  society 
for  three  years  or  more.  This  is 
then  increased  by  0.05  percent¬ 
age  points  each  year  for  a 
maximum  discount  of  0.75 
percentage  points.  In  addition, 
tiie  discounts  are  guaranteed 
for  the  life  of  the  mortgage. 

The  Britannia  notes  that  it 
gave  away  £6  million  as  a  one- 
off  mortgage  discount  to  exist¬ 
ing  borrowers  as  part  of  its 
loyalty  reward  package.  “We 
are  nor  giving  away  more  of 
our  profits  because  we  have  no 
desire  ro  weaken  our  financial 
strength.  There  has  never  been 
a  collapse  of  a  building  society, 
unlike  banks,"  a  spokes¬ 
woman  says. 

However,  Rob  Thomas, 
building  societies  analyst  for 
UBS.  has  estimated  that  societ¬ 
ies  could  pass  on  two  thirds  of 
profits  to  members  without 
harming  their  business.  With 
this  in  mind,  the  Britannia  and 
other  societies  have  away  to  go. 

Halifax 
woos  its 
released 
investors 


Halifax  Building  Soci¬ 
ety  has  launched  a 
customer  loyalty 
package  aimed  at  trying  to 
keep  millions  of  pounds’ 
worth  of  savings  that  have 
been  locked  in  with  the  society 
since  it  announced  its.  flota¬ 
tion  plans  more  than  two 
years  ago. 

The  amount  of  shares  each 
member  received  under  the 
terms  of  the  deal  was  related 
to  the  amount  of  money 
savers  held  with  the  society  up 
until  a  certain  date.  Sayersiare. 
now  free  to  move  their  money 
to  other  societies  that  are 
offering  more  competitive 
rates  or  interest 

The  loyalty  package  in¬ 
cludes  discounts  on  personal 
loans,  special  rates  for  exist-, 
jng  mortgage  customers  mov¬ 
ing  home,  up  to  £100  off  credit 
card  balances  on  transfer  to 
Halifax  Visa,  holiday  dis¬ 
counts  and  free  financial 
advice. 

To  qualify  for  the  range  off' 
benefits,  customers  need,  to 
have  one  or  more  of  die 
following:  a  savings  account; 
mortgage,  salary-credited 
Halifax  current  account  or 
shares. 

The  society  is  planning  to; 
mail  its  eight  million  custom^ 
ers  with  details  of  the  new 
service.  John  Lee,  group  per? 
sonne]  and  services  director;, 
said:  “The  purpose  of 
customer  loyalty  programing 
is  to  thank  existing  customers): 
for  their  business  and ;  . 

provide  added  valuer"  .  ’’■V? 

Other  societies  in  the 
cess  of  floating  are  not  iriSF" . 
ning  to  offer  their  customers 

the  same  sort  of  benefits. 

Caroline  Merrell 
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No  home,  but  hit  with  £34,000  bill 


The  fetter  from  ftifr. 

Homes  two 
months  ago  came  as  a 
shock  to  Nick  Chatten,  The 
^evd^per  was  demanding  a 
payment  of  £34,000  to  cover 
*e  remaining  portion  of  the 
djared-equrfy  mortgage  Mr 
Chatten  had  taken  out  in 
1990  to  buy  his  one^jedroom 
flat  on  Fairclough’s 

Ckejmofit  Heights  estate  in 
Colchester,  Essex  (Sara 
McConnell  writes). 

But  Mr  Chatten  had  had 
his  home  repossessed  two 
years  before  by  the  Halifax 
Building  Society,  which  had 
tent  him  50  per  cent  of  the 
£66,000  cost  of  the  property. 
The  .society  sold  the  flat  for 
£28.500.  Mr  Chatten  has  no 
property  and  no  equity  to 
allow  Mm  to  raise  money  to 
pay  Fairdough  the  balance 
or  _  the  property's  value, 
which  it  can  lawfully  de¬ 
mand.  Next  week  he  will 
face  the  developer  in  court  ■ 
He  says:  “The  letter  was  a 

total  shock.  I  thought,  wea  toe 

property  isn’t  there  any  more 

so  it’s  basically  a  paper  debt  fto 


FairdoughJ.  But  III  go  to 
oonit  and  tefl  toe  troth.” 

Mr  Chatten  claims  that  the 
shared  equity  contract  was 
never  folly  explained  to  him. 
He  said:  “The  whole  thing 
was  arranged  to  get  us  in  as 
quickly  as  possible.  I  was 
very  naive  but  I  had  already 
been  gazumped  once.” 

Fairdough  declined  to 
comment  on  individual 
rases.  But  it  claims  that  “the 
last  thing  it  wants  to  do  is 
repossess  anyone". 

Mr  Chatten  believes  he  is 
fee  first  to  be  taken  to  court 
by  Fairdough  for  noihpay- 
ment  But  others  may  follow. 
Mr  Chatten  is  just  one  erf 
J»any  at  Oaermont  faring 
huge  debts  as  Fairdough 
rails  in  payments  for  shared- 
equity  mortgages.  The  devel¬ 
oper  offered  toe  loans 
between  1989  and  1992  and 
growing  numbers  of  resi¬ 
dents  can  expect  demands 
this  year.  But  most  have  seen 
the  vahie  of  their  homes 
plummet  and  toe  equity,  to 
allow  them  to  borrow  and 
pay  off  toe  debt,  is  minimal. 


Nick  Chatten  says  his  contract  was  never  fully  explained 


Shared  equity  time 
bomb  takes  its  toll 


Growing  numbers  of 
borrowers  who 
bought  new  homes  at 
the  end  of  the  1980s  housing 
boom  are  facing  demands  for 
hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  from  developers  who 
signed  them  up  to  “shared 
equity”  mortgage  deals.  Some 
are  trapped  in  their  homes, 
unable  to  move  until  they 
have  found  the  money.  Others 
have  received  repossession 
notices. 

Their  plight  is  a  grim  re¬ 
minder  of  toe  excesses  of  the 
overheated  market  of  toe 
1980s,  when  people  struggling 
to  get  on  toe  housing  ladder 
were  tempted  into  schemes, 
toe  success  of  which  depend¬ 
ed  on  constantly  rising  prices. 

Housing  advisers  and 
agents  gave  warning  this 
week  that  the' current  recov¬ 
ery,  particularly  in  London 
and  die  South  East,  could 
herald  renewed  efforts  to  de¬ 
velop  such  mortgage  deals 
and  called  on  buyers  to  re- . 
member  the  lessons  of  the 
housing  boom. . -. 

At  the  beginning  of .  the 
1990s,  developers  targeted  po¬ 


tential  buyers  who  could  not 
afford  the  whole  cost  of  a 
home  as  prices  peaked  and 
interest  rates  rose.  Such  buy¬ 
ers  took  out  loans  for  a 
proportion  of  toe  purchase, 
typically  50  per  cent  to  SO  per 
cent,  and  undertook  to  pay  the 
balance  to  toe  developer  in 
five  years  in  a  shared  equity  or 
deferred  arrangement 

The  assumption  was  that 
house  prices  would  continue 
to  rise  sharply  over  the  five- 
year  period,  allowing  borrow¬ 
ers  to  use  their  increased 
equity  to  take  out  a  further 
loan  to  cover  the  rest  of  the 
purchase  price. 

However,  toe  value  of  some 
of  toe  properties  has  nearly 
halved  and  borrowers  cannot 
pay  toe  balance~In  one  case  a 
couple  mi  a  Colchester  estate 
who  bought  a  flat  valued  at 
£72.000  with  a  £36.000  Joan  in 
1991  now  owe  another  £36.000 
to  Fairdough  Homes,  toe 
developer.  Their  home  is 
worth  just  £38.000. 

Gricbester  Borough  Coon-' 
cfl*s  housing  advice  unit  re¬ 
ports  a  number  of  similar 
cases  elsewhere  on  the  same 


daM  PoBcyPtus  for  up  to  35%  more  than 
>  the  surrender  value  erf  your  old  endowment 
Quotes  within  48  hours  -  guaranteed  for 
longer  than  any  other  company,  and  no  fees. 
If  your  *with  profits'  policy  is  over  5  years 
ok),  with  a  surrender  value  worth  more  than 
£2,000.  you  could  be  In  the  pink  too. 

'  Call  now  with  your  policy  details. 

.'  01225  466466 

Lines  open  24  hrs  a  day. 

7  days  a  week. 

See  Teletext  541/2. 
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estate.  Phil  Harris,  of  the 
Housing  Advice  Unit,  says: 
“These  homes  were  built  in 
the  Colchester  commuter  belt 
when  prices  were  really  high 
in  1988-89.  Prices  were  rising 
by  about  20  per  cent  a  year. 
Now  they  have  fallen  by 
about  35  per  cent” 

Neil  Heward,  of  toe  Col¬ 
chester  Mortgage  Centre,  a 
local  mortgage  broker,  says 
.“This  scheme  worked  on  two 
basic  beliefs  one,  that  people 
would  be  able  to  afford  a  loan 
after  five  years  that  they  could 
not  afford  at  the  beginning: 
and  two.  that  prices  would 
continue  to  increase.” 

Mr  Heward  says  he 
refused  to  arrange 
loans  for  buyers 
who  were  signing  up  for  toe 
Fairdough  shared  equity 
schemes  because  be  believed 
they  were  too  risky. 

Critics  of  shared  equity 
schemes  argue  that  lenders 
were  prepared  to  advance 
shared  equity  mortgages 
because  they  believed  they 
would  not  be  overexposed, 
even  if  house  prices  fdL  In 
many  cases  they  were  lending 
only  50  per  cent  of  the  proper¬ 
ty’s  value.  But  the  Halifax, 
which  was  one  of  a  number  of 
lenders  arranging  mortgages 
for  buyers  in  Colchester,  said 
no  one  had  foreseen  the  falls 
in  prices. 

Lenders  have  also  consis¬ 
tently  argued  that  they  are 
only  in  the  business  of  provid¬ 
ing  information  and  should 
not  be  held  responsible  for 
advice.  Even  now,  toe  Council 
of  Mortgage  Lenders'  code  of 
conduct  which  requires  lend¬ 
ers  to  be  responsible  for  their 
advice,  does  not  yet  cover 


intermediaries,  including  de¬ 
velopers.  who  arrange  loans. 

Fairdough  declined  to  com¬ 
ment  specifically  but  repotted 
a  statement  made  this  week  to 
BBC  Radio  4's  You  and 
Yours:  “We  are  folly  aware  of 
toe  difficulties  being  experi¬ 
enced  by  housebuyers and 
we  are  concerned  to  explore 
every  possibility  to  fold  a 
solution  acceptable  to  both  the 
homeowners  and  ourselves.” 

Colchester  and  other  parts 
of  the  South  East  saw  some  of 
the  sharpest  fails  in  house 
prices  in  the  recession.  Now 
London  and  the  South  East 
are  experiencing  toe  biggest 
rises,  as  they  did  in  toe  1980s. 

The  Nationwide  Budding 
Society's  quarterly  regional 
house  price  index,  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  next  week,  is  expeaed 
to  reveal  that  prices  In  London 
have  risen  by  an  average  of  21 
per  cent  in  toe  last  year.  The 
outer  metropolitan  area  has 
seen  rises  averaging  12  per 
cent,  while  prices  in  toe  South 
East  have  risen  9  per  cent 

But  apparently  large  rises 
disguise  toe  fact  that  toe 
recovery  is  patchy,  according 
to  Hugh  Dunsmore-Hardy  of 
the  National  Association  of 
Estate  Agents.  “There  have 
been  spectacular  rises,  but 
some  people  are  still  having  a 
problem  selling,"  he  said. 

He  warned  buyers  not  to  be 
tempted  into  1  mortgages 
which  rely  on  large  rises  in 
prices,  saying:  “This  is  dan¬ 
gerous.  People  mustn't  take 
out  deferred  schemes  as  a 
method  of  getting  a  deferred 
property.  If  you  are  near  the 
mark  for  getting  a  loan  you 
should  think  twice.” 

Sara  McConnell 


ENDOWMENT  POLICIES 


YOUR  DIRECT  LINE 
TO  TOP  UK  BUYERS' 
PRICES. 

Just  one  eoli  to  SB1  gen  you  o  check  of  top  UK 
buyer*'  price s.  it’s  she  quickest  and  easiest  way  of 
getting  a  better  price  lor  your  policy. 

SB-  Marketing  limited.  Bovdondmo  Howe.  289/73  BoOnrb  lane.  London  N12  8 NT. 


CALL  01  8  1  446  9700 


■  TAX-FREE  GROWTH  OVER:^ 

hi  T992  b  ^ 


With  this  (act  of  growth,  our  UKEmagbig  Companies  PS3  is  a  market  leader. 
Backed  try  0 ns  of  the  UKfc  largest  financial  hstnuttons,  HB  Samuel  Asset 
Management  offer  mdcubted  investment  @<per868  across  a  range  of  ecBng 
PEPs.  To  SxJ  out  more,  contact  yotr  independent  Financial  Adviser  or 
aBemativelv  Freecsl  0600  33  66  00  during  normal  office  hows. 


HILL  SAMUEL  ASSET  MANAGEMENT 
forward  zhtnkiag 
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BUILDING 
SOCIETY 
WINDFALLS  ARE 
COMING. 


PICK  THE 
WRONG  PEP 
AND  YOU’LL 
BLOW  IT. 


Putting  building  society  windfall  shares  into  s  PEP  will  save  you  tax.  But  our 
Windfall  PEP  service  saves  you  needless  charges  too. 

You  oar.  hold  your  windfall  shares  -  or  sell  them  -  free  of  charge  until  April  1996. 
if  you  sell,  you  can  reinvest  in  any  of  our  PEPabie  funds  -  including  our  popular 
High  Income  Fund  [current  gross  yield  7.4V)  or  cjr  top  performing  Growth  Fund. 

Better  stir!,  apart  from  0.5 %  Government  Stamp  Duty  on  the  Growth  Fund, 
ycu  won't  pay  fnitiaf  or  exi'  charges  on  either  fund. 

Either  way.  it's  a  hicb.iy  competitive  offer,  it's  also  strictly  limited.  For  a  detailed 
fact  pack.,  call  between  Bam  arc  Spm.  seven  days  a  week. 

0800  40  30  30 


h  t  t  p  :  /  /  TV  W  w  .  p  r  C  S  p  €  T  .  C  Q  .  U  k 


PROSPER 


DOR'T  JUST  SAVE.  SAVE  AMD  PROSPER. 


•Estt-nated  »oss  reden^itlan  yteid  at  24.337  (gross  wrrtng  yield  7j6%J.  The  value  ofinves&nQnts,  and  any  hcoma  from  tham.  can  M  as  twffasrteartf  ywmayrotsatteck 
the  amourt  invested.  Past  pertonroxe  is  not  necessarly  a  side  to  the  future.  Tax  concessions  can  ctenge  and  their  value  «■  depend  on  ^c*axrBtancas.S8«0&Prcsper 
Grx*)  is  rogUated  by  the  Personal  Investment  APhortty  and  MIO.  We  orty  adves  cr  prociKts  avt  sffvtees  oCered  ttvi  Hemings  and  Save  8.  Prosper  Martetmg  Gratp. 

18^/001 


PENSIONS  BY 

PHONE 

24  hours  a  day . 7  davs  a  week . Now  you  can  pick  up  the  phone  and  get- 

pensions  information  or  advice  and  even  set  up  a  plan,  quickly  and  without  fuss 


■ 


".,r 


0345  6789  10 

or  talk  to  vour  Independent  Financial  Adviser 


SCOTTISH  WIDOWS 


hi. 


For  tu«’|»ro«cvti,*».  f 


U  s  ttish  Wi«l,!lvs  nil)  In*  rccnn1i.il.  Inlnrmatiun  or  ailvicr  iv ill  -<nl\  In-  ])m\i<l>-il  nn  Smitioh  \Vi«l«w.<  prinlui^  l->uo(  l*y  Sd.ttish  Fuml  ami  Life  Ashram-**  Soi  icty,  a  mutual « unipany  Ri-gulauii  In  ihr  P.  r>.mal  ImvMmvnt  Amhnriiy. 
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WITH-PROFITS  BOM) 


A  worry-free 
investment 
offering  the  best 
of  both  worlds. 


NU  gears 
up  for 


Security  and  Potential  Capital  Growth 
If  that  sounds  like  tout  dream  come  true,  then  The  Equitable 
With-Profits  Bond  is  a  winning  combination  for  your  investments. 

With  £500  you  can  invest  in  a  managed  fund  of  assets,  which 
smooths  the. short -term  fluctuations  in  value  over  the  period  of 


conversion 

Norwich  Union,  the  with  the  insurer  before  Apri 
first  mutual  insurer  to  18.  Policyholders  can  confirrr 
attempt  a  stock  mark-  membership  bv  filling  in  theii 


your  investment. 

What  is  more,  we  guarantee  that,  whatever  future  market 
conditions  are  like,  at  the  fifth  and  subsequent  anniversaries  you 
can  encash  your  Bond  for  its  original  value  plus  bonuses  accrued. 

So,  you  can  strike  a  balance  between  keeping  your  savings  safe 
in  a  building  socicry,  but  possibly  eroded  by  inflation,  and  the 
poceacially  lucrative  but  more  risky  option  of  investment  in 
equities. 

And,  as  part  of  your  medium  to  long-term  investment  plans, 
The  Equitable  With-Profits  Bond  can  play  an  important  and 
profitable  part. 

Of  course,  you  also  have  the  reassurance  and  peace  of  mind 
which  comes  from  dealing  with  The  Equitable  Life,  the  world’s 
oldest  mutual  life  office. 

If  you  would  like  more  infonnarion  on  achieving  the  best  of 
both  worlds  with  The  Equitable  With-Pro/irs  Bond,  call 
(0990  )  38  48  58,  or  return  the  coupon  below  for  details  by  post 
and  by  telephone. 

www.eq uitable.co.uk 


Infannation'advike  will  only  be  given  on  Equitable  group  products 
Regular  cd  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority 
THE  EQUITABLE  LIFE.  FHEEPOST.  WALTON  STREET,  AYLESBUW.  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  HPZI  7BR 


Ta  The  Eqwuhlr  Lite.  FREEPOST.  Waliun  Street  AYLESBURY.  Bndu  HP2 1  7BR 
1 1  mold  oriewntr  uvbtmadnn  ca  The  Equitable  XCkh-PmStM  Bond  O  77UBC7D 


NAME  iMrMn  Mini 
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*»lrt  total  □ 


The  Equitable  Life 

You  profit  from  our  principles 


Norwich  Union,  the 
first  mutual  insurer  to 
attempt  a  stock  mark¬ 
et  flotation,  is  gearing  up  for 
the  conversion  vote  on  April 
18.  A  total  of  2.9  million  mem¬ 
bers  are  being  sent  postal 
ballot  slips,  and  the  company 
is  confident  it  will  achieve  the 
75  per  cent  poll  needed  to  app¬ 
rove  its  switch  to  a  pic. 

As  with .  building  society 
flotations,  Norwich  Union's 
move  offers  the  prospect  of  big 
financial  benefits  for  memb¬ 
ers.  If  it  is  given  the  go-ahead, 
it  will  issue  13  billion  free 
shares  at  between  220p  and 
265p.  This  means  the  average 
payout  per  member  will  reach 
ESOO,  and  those  with  higher 
value  policies  can  expect  more. 

If  you  have  a  non-profit 
policy  your  free  share  alloca¬ 
tion  will  be  fixed  at  150  shares. 
A  with-profits  policy  will  be 
worth  300  shares,  and  57  per 
cent-  or  members  will  receive 
more -depending  on  their  poli¬ 
cy's  value.  NU  also  intends  to 
offer  members  options  for 
more  shares  at  discount  rates. 

Provided  its  members  opt 
for  the  incentives,  the  insurer 
plans  ro  complete  its  flotation 
in  June.  But  only  members 
who  held  life  insurance,  pen¬ 
sion  or  annuity  policies  on 
October  1  last  year  will  receive 
shares.  Those  who  are  eligible 
will  receive  their  payouts  on 
time  only  if  they  reregister 


Nathan  Yates 


WIN  A  HOLIDAY  FOR  TWO  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA 
FOLLOWING  THE  BRITISH  LIONS 


PROLIFIC  TECHNOLOGY  UNIT  TRUST  - 


PROLIFIC  EXTRA  INCOME  UNIT  TRUST 


3 

YEARS 

+85% 

^  (out  of  142)  J 

5 

YEARS 

+216% 

1  (out  of  129)  * 

SINCE 

LAUNCH 

18.2.82 

+1,317% 

^  (out  of  30) 

SINCE 

LAUNCH 

26.10.84 


Two  top 


performers. 


One  Prolific 


m — ^  m  «  ‘  m  -The  best  of  both  worlds -combines  two  top  performing  unit  busts  in  one  PEP 

R  J  R—J  R  Jr  _  Growing  income  ■  Prolific  Extra  Income  boasts  an  unbroken  record  of  income  growth  every 

R  R  J  R  year  smee  launch 

®  _  Outstandng  capital  growth  -  Prolific  Technology  e  one  of  the  UK's  top  performing  unit  trusts* 
THE  TECHNOLOGY  INCOME  PEP  -invest  £1,000  before  9th  May  1997  and  you  could  wm  a  holiday  for  two  following  the 

British  Lons  in  South  Africa.  Call  now,  or  return  the  coupon  for  full  details 


0800  35  37  37 


PlTJse  auPlf  1W  'oloifnc?  numbM  below  ivhm  phon.fi.-| 
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Colonial  names  its  price 


with  the  insurer  before  April 
18.  Policyholders  can  confirm 
membership  by  filling  in  their 
ballot  forms,  and  even  if  you 
miss  the  registration  deadline 
your  assets  will  not  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  until  2006.  But  failing 
to  register  before  the  flotation 
would  turn  your  shares  into 
capital  gains  in  the  Revenue's 
eyes,  leaving  you  vulnerable  to 
CGT. 

If  the  NU  flotation  move  is 
accepted  on  April  18,  members 
will  be  free  to  close  their 
policies  without  jeopardising 
their  payouts.  But  the  durable 
nature  of  arrangements  such 
as  life  insurance  means  that 
NU  has  an  advantage  over  the 
demutualising  building  societ¬ 
ies  in  keeping  members. 

Alliance  &  Leicester  mem¬ 
bers  due  to  receive  shares  are 
now  free  to  move  elsewhere, 
but  those  accepting  cash  must 
wait  until  April  21.  Halifax 
savers  must  have  at  least  El 00 
in  their  accounts  until  the 
conversion  in  June.  Woolwich 
accounts  should  be  kept  open 
until  flotation  on  July  7.  Bristol 
&  West  members  receiving  the 
standard  payout  should  retain 
a  £100  balance  until  July  28. 
TTiose  expecting  the  variable 
award  should  preserve  their 
accounts  unchanged.  At  North¬ 
ern  Rock  the  safest  option  is  to 
keep  at  least  E100  saved. 


Shares  rush:  the  boys  will  be  racing  to  fill  their  boots  with  Colonial  shares  closely  followed  by  institutions 


Colonial,  the  Australian  financial 
services  group,  added  to  the  free 
share  mania  this  week  with  the 
announcement  that  255,000  of  its  UK 
policy  holders  will  get  an  average  1,000 
shares  and  options  to  buy  more,  worth 
about  £1300,  when  it  lists  in  May. 

Although  the  company  demutualised 
in  December,  this  is  the  first  time  it  has 
put  a  value  on  its  shares.  Under  the 
distribution.  10  per  cent  of  members 
will  get  a  minimum  of 225  shares  worth 
£290.  although  there  will  be  np  upper 
limit  A  further  90.000  holders  of 
personal  pensions  will  benefit  indirect¬ 
ly  via  their  trustees  who  will  receive  the 
shares  on  their  behalf.  However,  the 
offer  exdudes  about  80,000  people  with 
unit  trust  and  unit  linked  pensions. 
Unfortunately,  the  shares  will  not  be 


Pepable  as  Colonial  is  seeking  a  joint 
listing  on  the  Australian  and  New  Zea¬ 
land  stock  exchanges.  To  be  eligible  for 
Peps,  shares  must  be  listed  in  the 
European  Union.  If  you  are  a  policyhol¬ 
der  with  Colonial  Mutual  life  Assur¬ 
ance  Society,  you  should  have  received 
a  shareholder  application  form  with 
allocation  details  yesterday.  You  have 
until  May  2  to  dedde  if  you  want  to  sell 
or  keep  the  windfall,  if  you  choose  to 
seU.  the  company  will  cap  dealing 
charges  at  2  per  cent  to  members. 

You  ran  top  up  your  allocation  to  500 
shares  and  buy  lots  of  100  thereafter  as 
75  million  new  shares  775  million 
existing  shares  are  being  released  to 
finance  an  Asian  acquisition.  Shares 
not  snapped  up  in  this  offer  will  be 
made  available  to  institutions.  If  the 


price  falls  below  £130  Colonial  will 
refund  the  difference  to  members. 

However.  Colonial  warned  UK  poli¬ 
cyholders  that  holding  foreign  shares  Is 
more  complicated  than  holding  British 
shares.  Retaining  Colonial  shares  will 
involve  some  foreign  exchange  risk. 
The  shares  wifi  be  denominated  in  Aus¬ 
tralian  dollars.  If  it  falls  against 
sterling,  the  shares  will  too.  Dealing,  or 
even  just  keeping  tabs  on  the  shares  will 
also  be  difficult  given  the  time  differ¬ 
ence.  in  addition,  you  mil  be  taxed  on 
the  dividends  paid  on  the  shares:  20  per 
cent  for  basic-tax  payers  and  40  per  cent 
for  higher-rate  payers.  However,  Colo¬ 
nial  should  do  well  in  the  booming  Eur¬ 
opean  and  Asian  pensions  markets. 


Gavin  Lumsden 


Act  fast  to  Pep  up  your  windfalls 


Investors  must  act  fast  to 
avoid  any  pitfalls  if  they 
want  to  transfer  free 
shares  from  demutualising 
building  societies  and  insurers 
into  a  Pep  (Gavin  Lumsden 
writes). 

The  first  step  is  vital  for 
Alliance  &  Leicester  members 
who  have  just  one  week  to 
return  their  share  forms.  Alli¬ 
ance  &  Leicester  members 
who  want  a  choice  of  Peps 
must  tick  the  option  to  receive 


a  share  certificate,  otherwise 
they  will  have  to  use  one  of  the 
society's  new  Peps.  Members 
of  Halifax.  Northern  Rock, 
Woolwich  and  Norwich  Union 
will  face  a  similar  choice  soon. 

Pep  companies  are  poised  to 
go  on  a  feeding  frenzy  as  £23 
billion  of  free  shares  are 
distributed  between  April  and 
October  —  under  Pep  rules  all 
this  money  can  be  put  in  Peps 
on  top  of  people’s  normal 
subscription  limit  of  £9,000. 


If  you  are  expecting  more 
than  one  windfall,  choose  a 
general  Pep  rather  than  a 
single-company  one.  But  don't 
be  coerced  into  exchanging 
your  shares  for  units  in  a  Pep 
by  companies  who  are  not 
authorised  equity  managers. 

If  you  want  to  hold  your 
shares  in  a  R?p  for  a  long  time, 
only  Fidelity,  Henderson. 
John  Govett,  M&G,  Mercury, 
Perpetual.  Save  &  Prosper  and 
Skandia  will  let  you  do  so,  al¬ 


though  they  will  make  a 
charge  for  dividend  payments. 

Alternatively,  you  can  use 
self-select  Peps  from  Barclays 
Stockbrokers,  NatWest  Stock- 
rokers,  PiJIings  and  Kiliick  & 
Co.  Bear  in  mind  that  Pep 
providers  are  not  keen  to  hold 
small  bundles  of  shares  be- 
ause  of  the  extra  administra¬ 
tion  cost.  You  need  to  weigh 
the  advantages  of  sheltering 
shares  from  tax  in  a  Pep 
against  the  extra  costs. 


Cashing  in  your  Endowment  Policy? 


More 


than  money. 


ferial  lufeg  prim  and  mm  rib  a  free  48  bur  qpete. 
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BIGGER  CASH  PAYMENTS 
FOR  ENDOWMENTS! 
CALL  0181  207  1666. 
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hives  own  Ambtum 


\  Ttaotur  ol  IIr 

Hambtij  Inmnnw  Senka  Cnwp  PLC 


The  UK's  biggest  buyer  pays  top  prices  for  polities.  ' 

Your  policy  must  be  at  least  8  years  old  and  o  rj1  /"v 
satisfy  our  selection  criteria. 

FAX:  0 1 8 1  207  4950  - 

AE  SECURITISED  ENDOWMENT  CONTRACTS  PLC 

MM  SEC  House.  19  Theobald  St.  Borehamwood  Hero  WD6 1RZ. 


IT'S  EASY  TO  GET  MORE 

Wa  regularly  pay  up  to  30%  MORE*  than  the  surrender  value 
far  with  profits  endowment  and  whole  life  policies. 

Lrfa  Company  Offered  £1 6£1 1  | 

Policy  Portfolio  Price  £21,100 


Dor* tot*  out-  ^  A  UJULl^I 

Portfolio 

—mj  Of  w  Personal  fwanant  AiMnonty 

T  B4  S 


TEL:  0181  343  4567  Uin«-J  Open  24  Hcurs-  7  Days  n  week 
Gadc  House,  Arcadia  Avenue,  London  N3  2JU 


ENDOWMENT  POLICIES 
WANTED 

We  Deliver  Competitive  Prices, 
Quick  Results,  and  Quality  Service 
c£mm  THE  INSURANCE  POLICY 

trading  company  ltd 

22  CHURCH  STREET  :  GODALMING  :  GU7  1EW 

*  01483  427575  :  Fax  01483  418866 
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Call  now  for  tax-free  growth 
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High  growth 
potential 


Call  Direct  0800  85  45  81 


NatWest 

More  than  just  a  bank 
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Pensioners  are  the  victims  of  windfall  tax 


from  MrA/.C.  Fitzpatrick 
Sir.  There  has  been  much  rec¬ 
ent  comment  (Weekend  Mon¬ 
ey,  March  29)  about  the  wind¬ 
fall  tax,  whereby  approximate¬ 
ly  £5  billion  will  be  levied  from 
the  privatised  regulated  utili¬ 
ties  (Prus).  This  E5  billion  will 
then  be  spent  on  a  three-year 

programme  to  put  the  long¬ 
term  unemployed  back  to 
work. 

While  I  would  not  wish  to 
comment  on  whether  Labour's 
overall  proposal  is  sensible  or 
hot,  it  is  worth  examining  the 
question  of  who  will  bear  the 
windfall  tax  and  how  much  it 
will  cost  each  person  affected. 

There  are  about  five  million 
individuals  with  shares  in  a 
Pro:  separately  there  are 
about  17  minion  members  of 
poision  funds,  most  of  which 
will  have  something  invested 
{directly  or  indirectly)  in  Pru 
shares.’  If  the  windfall  tax 
affects  the  value  of  Pru  shares, 
about  half  the  UK  electorate 
will  be  affected.  But  what 
long-term  impact  will  the 
windfall  tax  have  on  Pru  share 
values? 

This  firm  recently  published 
a  Pru  share  valuation  model; 
this  suggests  that  a  £5  billion 
windfall  tax  would,  on  aver¬ 
age.  lead  to  a  reduction  of 

Share  allocation  at 
Norwich  Union 


m  Global 


Shadow  over  utilities:  windfall  tax  fears  have  already  hit  the  prices  of  utility  shares 


about  5  per  cent  in  the  value  of 
a  typical  Pru  share. 

They  have,  in  fact,  fallen  by 
about  5  pier  cent  during  March 
(against  a  broadly  static  FT 
index  taking  the  month  as  a 
whole).  This  fall  suggests  that 
as  the  scope  and  certainty  of 
the  windfall  tax  becomes 
clearer,  the  tax  is  now  largely 
priced  into  the  value  of  Pru 
shares.  Does  this  mean  that 
the  22  million  people  who 
directly  or  indirectly  own  Pru 


shares  will  not  lose  out  as  a 
result  of  the  windfall  tax? 

No  —  the  impact  of  the 
windfall  tax  on  a  Pru  share¬ 
holder  is  to  cause  a  5  per  cent 
reduction  in  the  long-term 
value  of  his  investment  his 
shares  wifi  be  worth  5  per  cent 
less  than  if  the  windfall  rax 
had  never  been  invented. 

An  individual  shareholder 
with  £5,000  worth  of  Pru 
shares  will  have  lost  about 
£250:  while  a  personal  pension 


Welcomed  with  open  arms 


From  Mr  R.  Shah 
Sir.  According  to  the  Norwich 
Union  flotation  circular,  the 
free  allocation  of  shares  is  to 
be  broadly  on  the  basis  that 
“all  qualifying  members  will 
be  entitled  to  a  fixed  allocation 
of  150  shares,  irrespective  of 
the  number  of  policies  held" 
and  that  those  “who  have  one 
or  more  with  profit  policies 
which  receive' a  regular  bonus 
will  be  entitled  to  an  addition¬ 
al"  150  shares  “at  least". 

This,  however,  is  in  general 
terms.  The  circular  does  not 
contain  any  further  details 
from  which  policyholders  may 
assess  for  themselves  exactly 
how  many  shares  they  should 
expect  to  receive.  Admittedly, 
as  the  document  goes  on  to 
observe,  all  qualifying  mem¬ 
bers  will  have  been  sent  a 
Provisional  Statement  of  Free 
Share  Allocation  but  such 
statement  merely  sets  out  the 
gross  figure  of  the  free  shares, 
without  showing  how  it  is 
arrived  at. 

It  is  undear  why  the  Nor¬ 
wich  Union  management 
have  shied  away  from  includ-  , 
mg  in.  the  drcular  information 
on  the  precise  formulae  to  be 
applied  in  determining  the 
additional  allocation.  In  this 
respect,  the  Woolwich  conver¬ 
sion  document  is  much  more 
forthright,  with  its  ready 
reckoner  tables,  while  in  the 
case  of  the  Alliance  &  Leicester 
Building  Society,  its  standard 
allocation  of  250  shares  poses 
no  problem. 
f:  Yours  faithfully, 

•  ramnikshah. 

preuveneers  &  Co. 

Solicitors. 

Elm  House, 

113-115  London  Road. 
Mitcham. 

Surrey. 


From  Mr  D.M.  Feingold. 

Sir.  Might  I  enter  the  ring  to 
assist  Frank  Bruno  with  his 
choice  of  “tax  haven”  (Know- 
a  nice  tax  haven,  Harry?. 
March  29).  Contrary'  to  the 
information  in  your  article, 
Switzerland  (like  the  UK) 
can  be  a  very  attractive  tax 
haven  for  non-Swiss  citizens 
who  choose  to  live  there. 

There  are  a  number  of 
special  visa  schemes  for 
those  with  high  incomes, 
which  limits  the  amount  of 
Swiss  tax  they  pay  to  very 
modest  levels.  In  addition, 
for  a  variety  of  international 
entertainers,  sportsmen 
and  super-rich,  whose  mam 
source  of  income  is  outside 
Switzerland,  bespoke  arr¬ 
angements  can  be  made. 

A  good  example  would 
be  the  late  Richard  Burton, 


who  spent  the  last  few  years 
of  his  life  in  Switzerland. 
Others  include  Jackie  Stew¬ 
art  (the  former  racing  driv¬ 
er)  and  Peter  Ustinov.  , 
Finally,  if  Frank  wants  to 
sample  the  Swiss  lifestyle, 
without  any  of  the  above 
formalilties,  he  can  try 
Campione  D'ltalia.  This  is 
a  part  of  Italy  located  on  the 
lakeside  opposite  the  Swiss 
town  of  Lugano,  yet  physi¬ 
cally  within  Switzerland. 
No"  taxes  of  any  kind  are 
levied  and  he  would  only 
need  an  EC  passport. 

Round  two  to  Frank? 
Yours  faithfully. 

DANIEL  FEINGOLD. 
Strategic  Tax  Planning. 

UK  & 'international  Tax 
Consultants. 

3®  Clive  Lodge. 

Shirehall  Lane,  NW4. 


plan  with  an  underlying 
£10.000  invested  in  Pru  shares  ■ 
will  have  lost  about  £500. 

The  moral  of  all  this  is  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  vict¬ 
imless  £5  billion  tax  —  but 
then  whoever  claimed  there 
was? 

Yours  faithfully. 

MAURICE  FITZPATRICK. 
Senior  Tax  Consultant. 

Chant  rey  Vellacott, 

Russell  Square  House, 

10-12  Russell  Square,  WC1. 

Maturities  at  I 
Britannia  Life 

From  Mr  Brian  Millhouse 
Sir,  In  response  to  the  letter 
from  Mr  A.V.  PumelJ  (Scots 
take  their  revenge.  March  22). 

I  fully  appreciate  Mr  Purnell’s 
grievance  and  am  truly  sorry 
he  has  been  inconvenienced. 

To  ease  any  worries  that  this 
might  have  raised  with  our 
other  customers,  i  wish  to 
reassure  all  of  them  that  the 
current  situation  in  one  of  the 
Maturities  Departments  at 
Britannia  Life  is  a  temporary 
one.  We  have  strengthened 
management  within  the  area 
and  anticipate  being  back  up 
to  date  by  the  end  of  April. 

The  delay  relates  solely  to 
policies  sold  by  the  Life  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Scotland,  a  company 
purchased  by  Britannia  in 
1993.  Maturity  payments  on 
policies  sold  by  Britannia  Life 
and  Crusader  (another  com¬ 
pany  acquired  by  Britannia 
some  years  ago),  are  not 
affecred.  We  have  wnrten  to  all 
of  our  customers  who  may  be 
affected  advising  them  of  the 
situation  and  apologising  for 
the  inconvenience. 

We  wifi  ensure  that  no 
affected  customer  is  financial¬ 
ly  disadvantaged  and  all  late  ■ 
payments  wifi  automatically' 
include  additional  interesL 
Yours  faithfully. 

BRIAN  MILLHOUSE. 

Head  of  Customer  Service, 
Briiannia  Life  Limited. 
Britannia  Court, 

50  Bothwell  Street, 

Glasgow. 

■  Letters  to  Weekend  Money 
are  welcomed,  hut  The  Twites 
regrets  it  cannot  give  individ¬ 
ual  replies  or  advice.  No  legal 
responsibility  can  be  accepted 
for  the  advice  or  statements 
given  in  these  columns. 


Living  it  up  in 
retirement  means 
topping  up  your 
company  pension  now! 
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The  GT  Income 
Fund  PEP. 


Extraordinary  Performance 
Exceptional  Value. 


If  you  are  looking  for  great  value  for  money  from  a  PEP.  the 
GT  Income  Fund  is  hard  to  beat.  The  highlights  include: 

•  Top  ten  performance  over  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10  years 
and  since  launch’ 

•  1%  discount  on  new  investments.  2%  on  PEP  transfers. 

•  No  PEP  management  charge. 

«  An  option  to  enjoy  tax-free  income  and  capital 
growth. 

The  GT  income  Fund  is  managed  by  GT  Global. 
Established  over  25  years  ago,  GT  Global  is  a  worldwide 
group  managing  over  £10bn  on  behalf  of  over  1  million 
customers.  For  more  information  contact  your  IFA(  call  GT  Global 
on  0500  48  45  62  or  return  the  coupon. 


•Sourer.  Micropal.  offer* frbM,  not  income  reMed.  UK 

All  figures  to  33.97. 1%  discount  only  *PP"«  to  lump  sum  PEP  investment*  unrtl  1337^ 

Past  performance  guide  «o  the  future.  The  price  of  unhs  and  the 

may  go  down  as  well  as  up  end  you  may  not  get  back  the 

PEP  legation  ten  change  a.  anytime  a«l  the  «lue  of  tex  conc*Km,  wlU  ^ J 
individual  orcumsunces.  The  GT  PEP  is  numbed  by  CT  Global  Investment  Fun*  Ltd. 
regulated  by  IMRO  and  the  Penonal  Investment  Authority:  The  GT  Income  Fund  w* 
i„  September  1973  and  is  mar-ged  by  GT  Globa.  Fund  Management  Ltd 

(part  of  the  IGT  Group)  which  A. 

is  regulated  by  IMRO  and  h  a  Global 

member  of  AUnF.^edhy  ^  Global  Trust 

Global  investment  Funds  Ltd.  ▼ 


■fa:  Cheni  Sennas  Depl.  GT  Global.  Alban  Gate.  125  London  Wril.  London  EC2Y  5AS 


You'll  spend  over 
70,000  hours  working  for 
your  money. 
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Your  Life  Assurance 
can  be  cheaper 


If  you  already  have  life  assurance  or  if  you  are 
about  to  take  out  a  policy  you  could  save  aver  ha  f 
your  premiums  as  different  major  insurers  charge 
widely  varying  rates  for  exactly  the  same  cover. 

Policy  Jl 

Choice 

Direct 

The  financial  people 
who  let  you  choose  T 

Our  Unique  Service  is  FREE 
We  are  totally  independent. 

+  Our  FREE  GUIDE  gives  you  the  facts. 

+  You  deride  the  type  of  policy  you  want. 

♦  Our  free  listings  show  you  the  rates  of  the 
top  companies,  saving  you  time  &  money. 

+  We  arrange  the  policy  for  you. 

premium. 

We  do  not  give  financial  advice.  ^ 

We  simply  provide  the  ^|P^PvjuRSj 
information  which 
to  make  your 
own  decisions 
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A  working  person  spends  on  average 
around  70,000  hours  earning  a  living 
but  very  little  time  planning  how  to 
invest  their  savings.  It  makes  sense  to 
make  the  most  of  what  you  earn  -  by 
making  your  money  work  hard  tor  you. 
But  you  might  not  have  the.  time  or  the 
expertise  to  achieve  this. 

As  a  result,  it's  easy  to  miss  out.  You 
may  be  missing  opportunities  to  save  tax. 
You  may  have  money  in  accounts  which 
offer  uncompetitive  growth  rates.  Or 
equally,  you  may  be  putting  your  money 
at  unnecessary  and  inappropriate  risk. 

After  working  for  such  a  long  time 
to  build  up  your  savings,  it's  vital  to 
make  them  work  hard  for  you. 

That's  why  Wesleyan  have  a  service 
for  busy  professional  people  like  you. 


It's  called  Provision  and  it's  designed 
to  give  you  expert  advice  on  how  to 
maximise  the  return  on  your  savings 
and  investments. 

It  works  by  developing  a  personal 
confidential  financial  plan  for  you, 
which  encompasses  ail  your  financial 
affairs,  recommending  only  the 
investment.  life  assurance,  pension 
and  mortgage  products  of  Wesleyan 
Financial  Services  Marketing  Group. 

To  request  a  full  Information  Pack, 
you  only  need  invest  a  few  minutes  of 
your  time  -  without  obligation. 

For  your  free  copy  and  a  compli¬ 
mentary  Provision  pen  call  us  now 
on  0800  80  60  60,  quoting  11894,  or 
alternatively  complete  and  return  the 
request  form  below. 


Now  take  a 
few  minutes  to 
make  it  pay. 


FIND  OUT  HOW  YOU  MAY 

■  Pay  Jess  tax 

m  Earn  more  from  your  savings 
■Avoid taking  unnecessary 
.  financial  risks 


FREE  INFORMATION 
RACK 

AND  PROVISION  PEN 

with  our  compliments 
...  and  no  obligation 
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niannina  with  Provision,  along  with  my  complimentary  Provision  pen. 
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16V  lOVFurtw  1*i  ■  5#7 

334V  364V Ito*  08  37  ..  06  430 

8  5  U  tool  6  Sup  7*. 

105V  29  JW  Oi  6  GnA  41 

262V  216  USWt  210V-  «  Oft  68.1 


604  SSIVFiogmon;  SCV- 

27V  sr,um  Ifel  h*  27*: 
364V  MTVGWnBer  XT: 

217V  193VQ  PnntotlA  M  - 

187V  H6*.GanUastoA  U6V  + 

165V  HTVGremsI  154*,+ 

138*,  94  Hartn  CWtrl  12(V+ 
450  397  nxmman  «1V* 
36V  28  HaWaa  Tira  B'.*+ 
4(1V  388vltoal  to  4JGV+ 
X  14\Hamgmr  36b 

32V  IBvHrtPlrt  19V 

18?,  137V*  Lott  143  ♦ 

17#  748  Jam  175  * 

W,  OvhnMf  B*. 

97V  80V13H  89V 

1Z2V  H7Vllfe  tap  H8V 

m  .  5iv  life  lae  765*,+ 

3&V- 332V  London  M  33( 

38  33  IM  *  foot  77 

4V  J’.Ltn  J  IU«  4*. 

120V  97V  Lon  HRS  Sec  114 
(91  (28VMEPC  455V- 

166  152  IfertfS^t  1© 

52V  ferMowfe  fee  I  41  + 
164V  IS^tUnena  156V 

33*,  27VUoa8(H  Es  .30 
1581'.  1309V  Manure  1581V 

154  135  Unfe*  (AM  142V 

39  34  094  37 

65*r  47V  ORB  5?, 

30*1  24V  00m  Flop  28*. 

IBS',  155VPSn  17T, 

551V  471VPeetl  546V 

235  196VPB*  Pnp  22SV+ 

»,  22VPraua  Land  31V 

145  UTMUnrai  138V 

25V  2ivtesUn  21V- 

43  33  Roptal  41*,+ 

2J7V  167V  Rnd  non  Sort  202V 

I»,  fttVMrE*  1»V 

8ft  6iva  lum  prof  75 

65V  Si'.taOi  Gnta  Uira  54V+ 

119  91  5**  110 

09  89  SM  IM  90 

IM  15b  aufcdUV  182V 

an  JBjvsfcmh  botos  ?nv+ 

247V  193  Snalin  247V 

112V  104V  ten*.  Stops  105V 

87V  75*.  7H  SCFr* 

i9iv  lertTops  tas  wiv 

102V  00  Tow  Cota  91V 

145V  123V  ratal  FW  Mi 

1SV  90*, IK  Lust  13DV  + 

2S3V  ;i4VWKI*»t  34T-- 

235  208  niautartt  228V 

96V  88V  MffiS  B0v 

2BV  22  Wtaon  Urt  22 

113*.  giVWbwltoiP  69V 


SE2V-  IV  43  183 


327’.-  27  1ft  7 

200  -  55  20ft 

1i8V*  IV 
16P,+  V  06  350 
124V+  IV  20  14ft 
431V  +  4  3ft  277 

4JSV+  IV  72  170 


19V  . 

143  ♦  1*.  52  . 
775  +  4  A9  3C 


41',+  2*«  37  17ft 
!02V  16  10D 

33V  22  . 

75  .  42  1U 

54V  +  2  fib  14ft 
10  .  15  I3J 

U  40  140 

82V  .  I*  »6 
'7,V+  3  47  202 

!42V  48  90 

05V  10 

HT.+  b  lft  as 

91V  16  417 

91V  .  4ft  14.7 

45  32  Iftft 

.10V  +  7  4*  10ft 

34V  65  18.4 

E0V  42  177 


72V  V  torn 

100*3  TTVAlertta  B 

205V  tE0*.-MUed  led 
200  rm  Sami  IWn) 
1SV  IWJvftHtol-CnrtV 
ire,  107V  te  Urtita 

100  144*.-  CUnranl  Ga 

142V  in  Ca»  Wfea 
286V  220  Coufeta  Teat 
78  57  Dmsan 

Iffl  16G  Detam  ill) 
3)V  26VOM*  HetS 
49  4fl  Onrerrond 
34  24  Fared 

116  I7VF1I 
11V  SVFaflei  iJaPn) 
7DV  55V  fie«si 
S7v  avfita  SR 
l?ft  10Q  Haopsl 
IT.  IVaMtane 
7  7  hb» e  He# 

35 av  novHri*™  Pitta 
rv  5  Hota 
32V  TOViraeraoBf 
99  Mvitoact  mart 
53t,  STVferoes  fe 
57  V  55VJSH*  FS) 

3fi0  305  few  Skoud 

135  110  Uitati 

195  lift  Uwrt 
173  140  Mot. 

38V  34  fete  Cpt 

62  53  Ides  (S7T 

13V  ovMrotng 
M,  6VP& 

207V  IfiT-rPaterit 
115  94  Pmnd 

97V  TBvFOfeh 
tfi  37  flonkta 
45V  32,,FW«H5 

ftl*,  39V  SEE! 

466  38V3*roo«f  Gp 
i32v  n?,  3-ra 
72V  M'rSito 
39V  JTVSrfnj  6p 
iBV  i?,im  sew 
I  S3  167  Uto  [Fort) 
girt  .W  tenant 
205  155  tefefe 


I  51 
88  173 
1  60  91) 

66  218 
7  48  12ft 

58 

95 

86  191 
1  70 

V  Sft  1#  I 
2ft  13ft 
71  72 
49  100 
75  104 
ft] 


46  75 
V  10  187 
45  Sft 
lift  lift 
I  75 

44  2 

111 

3ft  133 
IBB  99 
83  #0 
I  Eft  99 
75  101 
1  73  7ft 

63  8ft 


TRANSPORT 


RETAILERS.  FOOD 


1302'.-  2V  4ft  196 


222V-  IV  4ft  152 
217  +  T.  41  .. 


461  -  v  43  ne 

370  .  38  737 

218  82 

90  38  171 

186  +  V  eft  100 

1317V-  10  34  223 

1257V  +  13S  19  211 
!$ IV  20  72 
2510  -  5  28  186 

562V+  2  37  192 

320  41  1 4ft 

47V  27  188 


“  »*  ire.  106V fiSM  BMP 
4ft  196  gj  fl |5  Bnta  Bras 
47  39  tap,! 

4ft  IS-  16V  14'rCUfee 

41  ■  SB  41V  Doty  Fang  tad 

fS  5ft  (07V  37B  Fnprt 
5“  47VFtaton 

4  ^  -ft*  117V  95  Fykst 

38  137  ir50  |J3S  togp 
Sa  or  ,®'*  B2Vfe«nd  Broupl 

Hi  337*:  277V  W  San 


106*,+  V  32  126 
490  26 

3JV+  *.  41  97 
15V  40  . 

47*,+  V  77  72 
482V  +  2V  24  17ft 
49V  63  116 

97V  24  . 

1730  23  177 

92  +  V  7J  70 
301  -  IV  03  101 
ISJV—  IV  7  4  140 
55V  .  6.7  138 

6*.  . 

363*,+  6V  4ft  140 
333V-  V  46  137 


,997 

High  Lb* 


164V  144  Ate son  Wf  ISJV 

67V  47  Pal  Fat*  55V 

S’.  fiVtotal  Hli  6*. 
430  339  S&T  363*, 

402  307  Srtnskny  J  J33V 

1B0V  iGiVSraatoBi  1J0 
371*1  327  Tm et 
241V  2tHVTtart0CO1  2«V 
475  335V«rtson&  FW*t  4S5 


RETAILERS,  GENERAL 


SHORTS  (under  5  years) 


TitaSlM  200307 
Iran  Mi  2007 
7ra»»flOB 
iraenretB 


119'.  t  ♦  V 
105“=  +  *■ 

llS^J  +  * 
101V.  +  V. 


15V+  IV  *3  »» 


111)1  B8  71VASW3  &l»9 

5+  B3V  Gt.-Akna  FfcP  to 

233*:  19, ’V  Afitat  H  Than  311':- 
35  UR  KBi1,  2H?.-  Afiance;  " 


iv  J  7  103 
4V  39  it  3 
IV  48  13) 
63  £4 
.  E.7 
2D  AO 


ICO,  -  J*  ,-7 
131  +  gr  ij  '*  * 
(60  +  6V  If 
M6V-  7b  IT  ?05 


3£5  312  Amrnitti  Trial  333  - 

GW-  i71.-An0l)  6  Orast  505V- 

98'.-  »  b#  Opjn  -3 

91V  73  Bailie  lirUora  Si  76V  + 

*3i*.  i2riBetros.l  20*  - 

97  3  Baron  Em  En  »*• 

380  tong  Maori 

1QB*:  98'iElt  Aiittrl  1C: 

11, V  107  BiEfflpteCes  1"5"'  - 

265V  .’JOVBr  k.  ?3  - 

88*.  nSV&azaiSi  4*  r 

23  282  Brena  SB  - 

1»  ill  tt»  CtreT  n"V— 

E9S  K9VCAMW  5E5V  + 

75  $i  CboqI  Eire  Vfe  73'; 

J44*:  ZDS’.-  Cam  Audi  2mV 

79':  72  Ifett  Ira  Inr  7J  ; 

4®  390  DM*  tx 

177V  160V  Dsn  hr,  1C; 

773v  in  Breesi  to:  ?;  tu  - 

JT7V  Snr  -eft 

IB9  lLi',Dro«m  11*0*  lift  - 


iroc  re  i«r 
IKK  BVi  1997 
En*  ISl  1997 
EBB  9* A  1998 
lien  7' A  1994 
lias  ret  199801 
Trefc  15*A  1998 

Ebb  ire  ■  99® 
TnaPAIW 
EfelPAlW 
Iron  10V*  1999 
Ties  K 1999 
Cora  1ITA 1999 
Cora  9*  2000 
ine  n  2000 
life  1 A  7000 
life  10V  2001 

lira  re  tool 


LONGS  (over  15  years) 


£23  urinvu  V“»»r  *> 

tne  «* 
In  1  11SV:  iwv 

445  «»■  » 

-an  BSV:  80**n 

TZ  107V.  HBPV, 

'W™»  OVbe 
IDTrop  1D1V, 
ii5“b  lOPr. 
7i5  108*.  ID1*B 

722 

72#  UNDATED 

7J7 

7J7  (Fa  (3»b 

53*.  30*Vt 

St*  49te 


lias  €*A  7010 
Caro  9*2011 
Train  2012 
Inn  5V*  2008-12 
l«s  8%  2013 
Tiros  7*<1 3012-15 
Tirol  9*  3015 
ItasPAWiT 
1(8*2021 


44*Vi 

n«y  +  "• 

49*te  -  V 


?12V  172VMora 
1 77V  139  fetes 
rfl  STGVABed  Capet 
768V  SOIVtakt 
169  i2SVfis&r  Unni 
247V  300V  veto  Reed 
153V  l+IVBn*  (J) 

133V  12iVtoTO8s 
119  98  tertnxaro 

447*,  3SGVBtetolxn 
20Bv  172  Ml  Stop 
706V  597V  Blta 
14  11  VMM  6  JbOBP 

44BV  37S  Bora  Qilf 
162V  145V  Barton 
634V  509  Cam#* 

3SV  33lVCkata  M 
55Q  505  OinW 
256V  17V  a km  Cants 
115'*  65  CUV  Caswfc 
5S5  517V  Cords  Frirtan 

666  4BV0P5  fimrere 
54ff,  474  Dtm  ftp 
av  iB'.Bre  Nte 
5  3*.DV  Go 

103V  76vEsaa  fm 
137  120  Eton 

293  242VFnt  Art  Dtt 
155V  H2V FW  Ertl 


46  ... 

.  il  211 
i  29  21  I 
OS  33.5 
32  A4 
.  5.7  156 

22  iift 
V  32  146 
',  as  254 


30  T  GOV  Ah  Laadrtl 
462V  370  A8  Itaan  Air 
379V  266VMstcft  Pot) 
546  477  BAA 

672  583  Or  Alma 

(5V  reewat  7a,  0 
I12H  WiCteboo  go 
lbT,  i37vQ|*pan  On 
444  336V  Oner 

S7V  235V  Ded 
156  lOTVEtrefita 
88  TO  bmad  UB 
256  TtCVFVstta 
149  138  F few  Itomtt 

5©  8!0  htb  fort, 

531V  4G5  CtotaeOt 
458V  388V  Gao*  Dunrt 
IJJV  IITVrtsfe**  Gp 
so  405  ran  Cam 
94V  73  feats* 

89V  64*, lan  ffSas  Ms 
440  385  Itefl  Pads 

186',  151VNTC 
581  5rv,lU  Ererom 
645  446V  Oram  fiaup 

BSV  BTVDcem  WDsan 
(6C  581  PA0DU 

13  101  P  6  O  53% 


505  437  Sovtmrt 

801  GJTVSMnraJr 
13V  X  Tift 
(SX?  sea  Ttaet  8  Brrtn 
*  1BVT0G1 
TV.  KVlferod 
lOCT,  85V  UB  tow 


601  HTVAn^fe 
&«  740  Hpkl 

m.  imVHpWOnF" 
640  SCiMd  tat  Htte 


Ntpaan  Ao  370  -7 

K  B,  Ports)  271V 

L  504+4 

Mma  632V-  5 


31  150 
7*,  04 
36  147 

4  ?ft  156 

5  78  116 


683  -  2V  15  182 

c,  _ . 
Sttv-  s  Zfl  ZK 

151V+  IV  2ft  19| 
M0V+  3  18  2J5 

285  -  2V  11  220 


Z5  (76  j  2920  2840  Safe  sats 


701 V  SfifiVSo*  Wear 
ES8  593*lTlronat 
m  fiBVW  UBBer 
m  3(4vwessai 
as  3 a  lottos 


IV  39  1 22 
32  132 
5.7  134 


502V-  JV  15  10  6 
428V+  2  26  IS  4 

117V  09  14  4 

520  U 

93  25 

81  ♦  »  0B  )7ft 
410  40  179 

153V-  7>  5ft  165 


648',-  6V  IS  280 
114V  30 

637V  34 

1B9  -  V  53  14ft 
66V  .  90  73 

96  ...  46  17J 


B07V+  2V  bft  111 
104  9  5 

565  ...  6.6  94 

708  +  9V  5S  78 
3042V-  F,  ii  14.) 
67SV+  4V  60  75 
676V+  10  55  88 

632V+  II  L7  lift 
380V+  9  U  76 
350  +  19  57  93 


520 

244 

108*1-  2 
547V-  2V 
MCV-f  V 


38 

V  j 7  213 

V  2  3  27  5 


545V  +  2V  20  208 
23  ... 


ALTERNATIVE  1NV  MARKET 


MEDIUMS  (5  to  15  years) 


287V  I77bfijui  ft"  toll  177="*  ’’ 


iwsS'.iam 
liteR  7003 
life  in  200 i 
life  11  VS  flCHK 
fwe)3V5iS9WM 

LOT  9^2001 

liuMSW 

Tree  SWOTS 
Con.  9*.-^  TODS 
Tras  l2'A.m05 
life  7'.-%  21105 
life  M  2606 

life  « 20O+JS 


10ft  +  te 

ice*.  +  b> 

112V:  +  Vi 

11  J** 

BP.  +  **i 

I10»«  +  V 

95"c  +  V: 

KB*,  t  *» 

110*1  *  S* 

IIS's  +  V 

am,  +  !r 

ifltr*  -  -- 

T00”»T  -  v 


INDEX-LINKED  on  protected  HbBon  at 

lift  HJ*1*,  Iren  1 4*A  i9BB  117*« 

1JTV:  1S4*.  Irasl2Vi3»7  IBV  +  to 

1MV.  IO"*  UfeirflTfiM  18i*«  +  to 

131ft,  lirto  Trail  4V5  2004  «P»  +5* 

:95V  190  1  Ife  L  re  306  l90*te  +  ’• 

17fta  1Itr«  Tien  L  2*A  2009  17lto  +  V 

103*b  !7B*n  T«n*3%»30)7  777V  +to 

I50“n  144*to  life  1 21  A  2013  I45*S  +  to 

161  Vi  l53*to  7ms  12V1 2016  155V  +  to 

154V,  Iflto  Iwli2’rt2®0  148".  + 

126"c  122V,  Tran  L  2VI  3?4  123V  +  V* 

12ft  119“.  Ival  4btzm  I30V7  +  to 


rev  fflVFflraeao  72V 

315  267  Fund,  Cana  310 

142*,  ITS  FtM  Grot*  r3«+  * 

G3H  4SV6W  „ 

4D4*>  iTOvGatemUn  Ge  ®v 

683V  579  OUSt _  OBV-  t 

3i3V  2BT,HW  taratofl  »1V-  1 

401V  32SVK*rt«s  „ 

87*1  74VHrow»  Qp  75V-  1  41 

164  1*  H*  et  Foss  156  +  V  44 

81V  TObHtya  Ml  •  J-J 

426V  268  JB3pB»  4M  11 

706  EZTVlhifbfart  67D  -  7  35 

SOS’:  (51  KmSii  Qp  167  *  sv 

387V  36?,Utertr  3gV 

200  eTflmdigM  77V 


4  31  107V  MVAkm  Hraut 

771.  ?i  nor*  i7o  taieta 

133  12  •  OTV  lS3*,C«m»|  Gdu 

*5  ?r  91  2550  2150  Owsno  (fife, 
141*,  .  20  5iV  42*aFaqagB 

mb*  17  19  1#6  R8VMegaerroSj 

72V  21  &  nvlfetnrj  Cm 

310  10  299  239V  210  Old  EtMfch  FV*. 

tin*  4  SB  580  235  PnsmKM 

47V  59  11 1  125S  945  Raw,  Egv 

*7V  10  234  783  619V 5a*mn  fowl 

63BV-  2V  J3  167  iTTV  fiV  totflrar  Ifttfc 


af  MOV  06  194 

190  .  16  14fi 

s  5KV+  11  10 

i  2287*,  21  176 

47V-  V 

1  W»  51S 

g  33V-  1  . 

Pi*  217*:+  ft  08  60] 
355  +5 


1035  +  22V  01 
78ZV+  3  29  25.4 


18  37  7  496  416  htKT  W 

J5  60V  33VlMHdB 

41 

,  («  423 

4ft  I9i  ' — - - - 

1  ]  36’  toe*  FT  ktoiwoan 

35  161  /  Fireiscnaftmt  1 


GOV  SJVltoeadetn 


*6*  / FiraisrstMaBt  tEAdmdmrt  f* saRr  A E* iWjs 
raw.  Tb  jt.  §  &  af/hi  dsHluta.  *  Frgaes  or  report 
„ ,  rasdet  Nu  ragiban  am.  Comoms  ki  bold  w 
455  caraouenk  ol  to  Fl5t  100  tado. 


UNIT  TRUST  PRICES 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  APRIL  5 1997 


3S850  383*  -j*  «. 

13  33.33^ 

25530  Z7Z10  -9*  ' 

276.10  »4*  -10*  — 
14*9  15410  -  2X  m 

Sf2  0* 

«m  m  TOLSl  +  B«  £2 

1A4T  -  “S  |g 
’£2  -  ta 
®«  -  M3  sa 


170*  INI  —  7JB  IB 
!«L«  14US  -  UD 

uaao  two]  -ifl  10 
wa  2«3o  -  iS  r£ 

13®  I32X  -  L9D  qb 
SUE 


sMESt  &  FnQJUMBi  aMsnerr  Funs  Ln 

01716*62*  _ 

Con*raM  10J5  -130.  i* 

Gama*  55  - 

*■  is  Pm  «» 

ItoMd  0416 

MS#  MMO 

Sorts  On  ‘3300 

tMSBtafM 


ARIWYS  UNT  TRUST  MORS  LTD 

omzsosnfl 

Resdd  Prapedr  #  9936  I0S7W  *0*637 

Mi  OUCHES  MV  MGHT  SVS  LTD 
01452305058 
Arty  bum  9631  102.191  -  103  IX 

taconrBlhtatac  MS3  B035  -  007  370 

MUB)  DIMM  UNT  TSIS  PIC 
M  b*  01793  B10  M  OW  «  01783  S14  5M 


-159  250 
-SIX  1.72 


Grata  Slnota 

2989 

320401 

tow 

SM  30 

577101 

Bbmctd 

8/900 

9X9 

1799 

18179 

tanlnn 

6703 

72*0 

totem 

48580 

5189] 

2749 

ai£o 

to(M1 

2989 

31890 

GMSkuto 

*9 

36610 

too  Spec  Sb 

2269 

241/0] 

toaBab 

M 

63470 

M tanJtaxri 

187.X 

20030] 

154  70 

H5S® 

pro 

3769 

40270 

SacudAnm 

597  W 

E3G40 

Hath  Asset  VH 

54® 

96401 

5oenHTwB 

Acavtas 

(EX 

729.X 

CreSGR 

5300 

5669 

SotaCa 

7)49 

229  X 

2nd  Suiter  C® 

203« 

217  Xf 

Bbcobh 

177* 

1EX 

Atnlbi&to 

154* 

164  70 

OwiEto 

45070 

401.70] 

HdnhD 

214)0 

77*  lfl 

(IK  tote  SB 

6149 

9110] 

-  100  178 

-  4.10  177 

-  025  198 


-1120 
-3700  0.12 


-1240  107 

-  063  174 

-  150  IX 


B  4  C  E  IWimCT  MGHT  LTD 
01203  52S  tit 


oantaMto 

1 a® 

127®  -  29 

FaaataFtalto 

7355 

7B41 

BSF-THORNXL  tin  TST  HERS  LTD 

0171  600  0033 

tom 

90  7S 

96l54  -  1/2  0/fl 

68/6 

7Z62  -  2® 

IMBUE  BHURD  8  CO  LTD 
0131 222  <2*3 

fenatca 

34400 

367  X  -14®  .  . 

Oral 

11(9 

12250]  -  39  49 

at  Site  cos 

11910 

12670  -  1 X  7  77 

CratGte# 

raw 

7*15  -0*  5/1 

299* 

317®  -ra®  an 
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.  RACING:  PIPE  AND  NICHOLSON  LEAD  WAY  WITH  DOUBLES 

Martha’s  Son  makes 


champion  progress 


By  Julian  Muscat 

FURTHER  evidence  emerged 
at  Aintree  yesterday  that 
David  Nicholson  and  Martin 
Pipe  have  elevated  the  an  of 
training  to  a  dimension  be¬ 
yond  their  con  temporaries. 
The  two  men  saddled  a  double 
'  apiece  but  the  banner  perfor¬ 
mance  came  courtesy  of  Mar¬ 
tha’s  Son,  the  redoubtable  star 
of  Tim  Forster's  stable. 

Martha's  Son  does  not  do 
anything  by  halves.  Having 
almost  blundered  his  way  out 
of  the  Muram  Melting  Chase 
at  the  first  fence,  he  went  on  to 


Bahhare  will  miss  next 
month's  Pertemrps  2,000 
Guineas  at  Newmarket.  The 
John  Dunlop-trained  colt 
pulled  up  lame  when  working 
last  month  and  was  unable  to 
resume  his  classic  prepara¬ 
tions  this  week.  Ladbrokes 
make  Shamikh  the  new  3-1 
favourite. 


fly  the  last  before  stretching 
dear  like  a  hound  on  the  scent 
In  stark  contrast  ro  the  three- 
mile  chasers,  the  speedier 
division  is  awash  with  talents 
like  Strong  Promise,  Viking 
Flagship  and  Ask  Tom.  Mar¬ 
tha's  Son  now  bestrides  it  like 
a  giant,  his  foes  unable  to 
counter  his  sharp  acceleration. 

“The  horse  has  two  speeds," 
Forster  said.  “One  is  when  he 
idles  at  the  back,  the  other 
when  he  presses  the  fire- 
burner  and  off  he  goes." 
Watching  him  scythe  down 
Strong  Promise  made  it  hand 
to  believe  he  was  all  but 
pensioned  with  buckled  ten¬ 
dons  II  months  ago.  It  is 
tantalising  to  envisage  him 
stepping  up  to  three  miles  for 
next  season's  King  George  VI 
Chase. 


Mr  Boston  dears  the  Chair  in  the  Fox  Hunters'  Chase,  won  by  Blue  Cheek 


In  that  event  Martha’s  Son 
may  meet  Cyborgo.  who,  after 
contesting  the  Cheltenham 
Gold  Cup,  appreciated  the 
drop  in  class  afforded  by  the 
Mumm  Mildmay  Novices' 
Chase.  If  Cyborgo  remains 
removed  from  the  top  flight, 
educational  outings  like  these 
can  only  enhance  his  progress. 
Jumping  flawlessly  under 
Richard  Dunwoody,  he  car¬ 
ried  too  many  guns  for  The 
Last  Fling. 

“He  is  a  real  professional; 
very  tough  and  very  clever," 
Dunwoody  later  testified. 
“The  ground  was  a  little  on  the 


dead  side,  which  suited  him 
They  have  done  a  fine  job  on 
the  ground  here  and  should 
really  be  congratulated."  Ear¬ 
lier  victorious  aboard 
Sanmarrino  in  the  opener. 
Dunwoody  underlined  his 
own  appreciation  with  a  virtu¬ 
oso  display  of  front-running 
aboard  Unguided  Missile,  a 


RICHARD  EVANS 


Nap:  ANTONIN 
(3.45  Aintree) 
Next  best:  Guinda 

(4_35  Aintree) 


game  winner  of  the  Perrier 
Jouet  Handicap  Chase. 

Jamie  Osborne,  due  to  ride 
the  fancied  Grand  National 
contender.  Suny  Bay,  must 
first  receive  clearance  from  the 
racecourse  doctor  at  midday. 
Osborne  gave  up  his  remain¬ 
ing  rides  after  a  tumble  from 
Bear  Claw  in  the  Mumm 
Mildmay  Novices’  Chase  left 
him  feeling  unwell.  But  Char¬ 
lie  Brooks,  who  trains  Suny 
Bay,  expects  his  jockey  to  be 
passed  fit.  Jamie  Evans, 
booked  for  Mugorri  Beach, 
faces  a  similar  examination  on 
his  injured  knee. 


GUIDE 


MASTER  OATS 

Fab  76.  Punchestown:  see  Antonin. 

Feb  tl,  1996.  leopardstown.  yieking  to  soft  (12-01 61 
2nd  to  Imperial  Cal  (12-0]  with  Nuafte  puled  up  lOtii 
(3m,  grade  I  di.  £50.258,  8  ran). 

NAHTHEN  LAD 

Mgr  13,  Cheflenham  see  Go  BafllstJa 

Feb  15.  Chepstow.  Balt:  (1 M  2)  61 2nd  lo Air  Shot  (T 1-0) 

(2m  3t  110yd,  ch.Efi.775. 5  raft).  * 

Jan  IB,  Hayetock:  see  Avra  Anson. 

LO  STREGONE 

Feb  32.  Haydodc  see  Suny  Bay. 

Jan  17,  Ke£».  good:  pi-11)  13  3rd  m  Seven  Towers 
(10-0)  with  Pink  Gin  (10-0)  1041 11th  and  Full  01  Oats 
(10-0)  lei  17th  (4m,  heap  ch.  £20503. 13  ran). 

Nov 30. 1996,  Newbury,  pood  (11-0]  1B3rdtoCoome 
m  (1041]  with  Dtottra  Owe  [10-1)  33  M  5th.  Feather od 
Gala  (10-11)  [utter  101  6th  and  Grange  Brake  (8-12) 
3rd  when  unaeatmq  Iasi  (3m  2 J  110yd.  grade  III  heap 
ch,  £48583. 11  rah). 

SUNY  BAY  . 

Feb 22.  Haydoch.  good:  [10-8)  beat  WoThe  Bed  (10-0) 
191  with  Lo  Stregone  710-97  49J*I  Sth  (3m  4/  170yd. 
grade  III  heap  ch.  £50266.  b  ran). 

Nov  20.  1996,  Kempton.  good  to  sore  |1l-7)  33  5lh  to 
Trying  Again  (11-3]  (2m  41 1 10yd.  heapeh.  £4,715, 7  ran). 
Mar  23.  1996.  Newbury,  coir  [11-12]  beat  Do  6a  Brief 
(10-8)  131  with  Turning Trlx  (H-3)  IQ  3rd  [3m.  heap  ch, 
£7.064,  7  ran) 

FEATHERED  GALE 

Mar  2.  Leapardstown  see  Wyfcte  Hide 
Dec  27.  LeopardstawTV  see  New  Co. 

Nov  30. 1996.  Newbury,  see  Lo  Stregone 

AVRO  ANSON 

Feb  1.  Sandown.  see  Dextra  Dove. 

Jan  18.  HavdocK,  good  to  firm'  (10-7)  3»l  3rd  lo  Jodam 
(11-101  with  Nahtheri  Lad  (11-4)  putted  up  before  14th 
and  Grange  Brake  (10-71  pulled  up  before  4  out  (3m. 
grade  II  heap  ch.  £24.776, 6  ran) 

BELMONT  KING 

Mar  8,  Chepstow,  good  to  soft  (12-0)  71  2nd  to 
GiwnUme  (10-01)  with  Spuffingion  MO-2)  61  id, 
General  Wolfe  (1 1  -12)  cMsnce  4th.  Bishops  HaU  (12-0) 
pulled  up  3  out  (3m  21 1 10yd,  heap  ch.  EM32.  7  ran) 
Feb  2,  Leopardstown.  good  to  yrefcSnq.  (12-0|  pulled  up  3 
Out  lo  Darafl  (12-0)  13m.  grape  1  ch.  £62500. 8  fan). 

Dec  7.  1896.  Chepstow,  good  to  soli-  HO-BJ  beat  Trymq 
Aoafa  (11-1)  1U!  vrth  Grange  Brake  (10-5)  16H7  5th 
(3m.  heap  ch.  £18.822.  7  rani 

BUCKBOARD  BOUNCE 

Mar  29.  Carlisle,  good  to  self  (12-0)  331  Blh  ol  12  to 
Swanbtster  (10-9)  [2m  41.  heap  tvDa,  £2585. 12  ran) 

BISHOPS  HALL 

Mar  8.  Chepstow-  see  Belmont  King 
Mar  30.  1996.  Liverpool  see  Antonin 

LORD  GYLLENE 

Mar  IS.  Uttoxetoi.  good  (11-10)  71  2nd  lo  Seven 
Towers  (10-8)  with  KOIeshln  (10-13)  luriher  121 4th  and 
Scribbler  (10-0)  fell  3  our  (4m  27,  grade  Iff,  heap  ch. 
£30,867,  10  ran) 

Feb  8.  Uncrwier.  good*  (11-9)  beat  Mudahim  (11-2)  81 
4th  (4m  a.  heap  ch.  £24.137,  9  ran) 

WYLDE  HIDE 

Mar  2.  Leopardstown.  son:  [11-9)  beat  Mona  lee  River 
(10-12)  4<£)  with  Feathered  Gate  (12-0)  30  W  Iasi  (2m 
51.  heap  ch.  £6550. 5  ran). 

Dec  27, 1996.  Leopardstown:  see  New  Co 
Mar  30. 1996.  Liverpool’  see  Antonin 

DEXTRA  DOVE 

Feb  22.  Kempt  on.  good:  (11-3)  pulled  up  15lh  to 
Mudafwn  (10-21  (3m.  grade  ft.  heap  ch.  £30.380. 9  ran). 
Feb  1,  Sandown.  good  lo  Firm.  (11-3)  beat  Northern  hfide 
(10-6)  2Vbl  with  Avro  Anson  (11-8)  unsealinq  rider  nth 
and  Go  Ballistic  Ut-0)  to*  18th  (3m  JiOyd,  heapeh. 
£24.059, 6  ran) 


,  yielding  lo  sett  (12-0)  254-1 5lh 
•  (11-7)  with  Nuaffa  (12-oj  361  Blh 


ANTONIN 

Feb  16.  f\trtchestown,  sod.  {UbOl  tea t  tuna  ot'The 
Gales  (10-6)  rtstance  wrth  Master  Oats  [12-0)  pulled 
Up  3  out  (3m  3.  heap  ch.  £20,500, 9  ran). 

Dec  27. 1996,  Leopardslown  see  New  Co. 

Nov  7. 1996,  Clonmel, 
to  Ftoval  Mountbrowna 
(2m  41,  grads  ll.  ch,  £12£QQ.  8  ran) 

Mar  30.  1996.  Uverpool.  gen d  (10-0)  491  Blh  to  Rough 
Quest  (10-7)  with  Over  The  Stream  flO-O)  B7!  13th 
Bishops  Had  (10-1)  unseated  1st  and  Wykfe  Hide  ool 
OJ  unseated  24th  (4m  4f.  grade  III,  heap  ch.  27  rani. 

SMITH'S  BAND 

Mar  1,  Newbury  see  Turning  Trix. 

Jen  20, 1996.  Haydock,  son-  (io-7)  fci  2nd  to  Scorion 
Banks  (11-6)  (3m,  grade  II,  heapeh.  £18.570. 6  ran) 

NEW  GO 

Mar  12,  Cheltenham-  see  Northern  Hide. 

Jan  23.  Gowran  Park,  good:  (10-5)  31 3rd  to  Could ru  Be 
Belter  (120)  with  Back  Bar  (10-01  331  7th  and  Nuafte 
(10-4)  441 10th  (3m.  grade  li.  heap  ch.  14  ran) 

Dec  27, 1996,  Leopardstown.  good  to  yielding.  (10-6) 
beat  Wyttle  We  (1 1  -2)  1 1  with  Back  Bar  (10-5)  8-:i  4th, 
Antonin  |i  1-7)  7  4  ■*(  Sih.  Feathered  Gals  (17-9)291 7Jh 
and  Nuafle  (11-6)  tel  [3m, grade  ll,  heapeh,  17  ran) 

GO.  BALLISTIC 

Mar  13.  Cheltenham,  good:  (12-0)  15X1  4lh  la  Mr 
Muffigan  (12-0)  with  Nanthan  Lad  (12-0)  puled  up  2  out 
(3m  21 110yd,  grade  I,  ch.  £134.810.  14  ran) 

Fet>  1.  Sandown:  see  Dextra  Dove 
Dec  21.  1996,  Ascot,  good  m  firm  (10-0)  teal 
Unguided  Missile  (11-11)  1HI  with  Turning  Trix  (10-0) 
34341  4th  and  Dextra  Dove  (10-9)  pu&ed  up  Iasi  (3m 
110yd.  heap  ch,  £24.379.  9  ran) 

Nov  2. 1996,  Ascot,  good  lo  firm  (10-4)  beat  Straight 
Talk  (11-2)  81  (3m  110yd,  heapeh.  £8.013.  5  rani 

GENERAL  WOLFE 

Mar  8,  Chepstow:  see  Belmont  King. 

Feb  21,  Havdock.  good  to  soft:  {12-0)  beat  McGregor 
The  Third  (11-4)  rei*  (3m,  heap  ch.  £4,531.  7  ran). 


GLEMOT 

Dec  13.  1996.  Cheltenham,  good  [11-8)  701  2nd  to 
Yortetwe  Gate  (I  M01  tfm  If.  heap  ch,  £1 2,498. 2  ran) 
Nov  23. 1996.  Aintree.  good  (KM)  11 H-f  3rd  to  Into  The 
Fled  (10-0)  with  Straight  Talk  J10-0)  unseated  rider  4  out 
f3m  31,  heap  ch-  £25.666. 8  ran) 

Nov  9,  1996.  Wmcarnon.  good  111-121  10!  3x1  lo 
Coome  m  (11-7)  with  Straight  Ta&  (11-3)  221  Sth  [3m 
II  110yd.  heap  ch.  £13.888.9  ran) 

VAUANT  WARRIOR 

Mar  22.  Newbury,  good  to  firm*  (1 1-4)  3'*l  3rd  to  Senor 
£1  BeirutJi  (11-13)  [3m,  heap  ch.  £6.853. 4  ran) 

KILLESHIN 

Mar  15.  Utlareter  see  Lord  Gylfene 
Mar  1,  Warwick-  see  Full  Of  Oals. 

MASTER  BOSTON 

DOUBTFUL 

STRAIGHT  TALK 

Nov  23,  1996,  Aimree  see  GtemoL 
Nov  9, 1996,  Wincanton  see  Gtemot 
Nov  2. 1996.  Ascot  see  Go  BaflistJc. 

NUAFFE 

Jan  23.  Gowran  Park,  see  New  Co 

Dec  27. 1996.  Leopardstown  see-  New  Co 

Nov  7, 1996.  Ckximel:  see  Antonin 

Feb  11. 1996.  Leopardstown  see  Master  Oals 

NORTHERN  HIDE 


Mar  12.  Cheltenham, 


I  lo  Inn-  (10-13)  241  9lh  io 


good 

Terao  (10-7)  wflh  New  Co  (11-8)  331 10thf2m41 110yd, 
heap  ch,  £30.044, 13  ran,) 

Feb  1,  Sandown  see  Dextra  Dove 


TURNING  TRIX 

Mar  11.  Cheltenham,  good.  (11-4)  Deal  Stefer 
Stephanie  (H-2)  head  w&h  Rhiw  Mandate  (11-2)  H3ra 
and  Smith’s  Bend  (12-0)  puffed  up  3  out  (3m.  heap  ch, 
24.E27.bm}. 

Dec  21. 1996.  Ascot  see  Go  Ballistic 
Mar  23, 1996.  Newbury,  see  Suny  Bay. 

RIVER  MANDATE 

Mai  11.  Cheltenham  sea  Grange  Brake 

Mar  1,  Newbury  see  Turning  Trix 

GRANGE  BRAKE 

Mar  tl,  Cheltenham,  good  (10-4)  451  10th  to  Rrtr's 
Nap  (11-2)  with  River  Mandate  (10-2)  ten  12th  [3m  it. 
heap  ch.  £34,414. 14  ran). 

Jan  18.  Haydock:  see  Avro  Anson. 

Dec  7, 1996,  Chepstow  see  Belmont  King. 

Nov  30. 1996.  Newbury  see  Lo  Stregone 

EVANGEUCA 

Jan  16.  Taunton,  good  lo  firm  (11-6)  2'i-l  2nd  >o 
Woodlands  Genhfre  (10-0)  with  KUeshfe  (11-7)  piited 
up  17th  (4m  21 110yd.  heap  ch,  £6.938. 10  rani 

BACK  BAR 

Mar  16.  Leopardstown.  good.  (11-3)  distance  4tn  to 
Moscow  Express  (11-131  (2m  41.  hdle  £3.083.  4  rant 
Jan  23.  Gowran  Pak  see  New  Co. 

Dec  27. 1996,  Leopardslown  see  New  Co. 

DAKYNS  BOY 

Feb.  15.  Chepstow  see  Spuffingion 

Feb  1 .  Chepstow  see  Full  Of  Oats 

Dec  7. 19%,  Chepstow,  good  lo  son.  (I1-2)2'?i2ndto 

Sarrtee  (10-4)  with  Fid  Of  Oats  (10-10)  sh  hd  3rd  (3m 

2f  110yd.  heap  ch,  £7,126,  7  ran) 

SCRIBBLER 

Mar  15.  Utfcweiar:  see  Lord  Gydens. 

Jan  15.  Chepstow  see  Spuffingion 

CELTIC  ABBEY 

Mar  13  Cheltenham,  good:  (12-0)  i9Ttl  4th  to  Fanlus 
(12-0)  (3m  2f1 10yd.  hunter  ch,  £19.868. 18  ran) 

FULL  OF  OATS 

Mar  1.  Warwick,  good  (10-13)  1H  3rd  to  Jurassic  Classic 
with  Killeshin  (11-10)  71  4th  (3m  5f.  heap  ch.  9  ran) 

Feb  1.  Chepstow,  good'  (10-11)  l  ll  3rd  lo  Flyer's  Nap 
111-71  with  Dakyns"  Boy  (11-1)  14M4ih,  Mtleahln  (11- 
101 43^1 5th  (3m  5f  110yd.  heap  ch.  £10.202.  8  ran) 
Jan  17.  heteo  see  Lo  Stregone 

CAMELOT  KNIGHT 

Mar  11.  Cheltenham,  good-  (10-6)  29'- 1  Sh  lo  King 
Luciler  til-5)  |3m  II.  heap  ch.  £21.363.  11  ran) 

MUGONI  BEACH 

Feb  21.  Southwell.  qooG'  (12-0)  distance  5th  to  Father 
Sky  111-7)  (3rn  110yd.  good) 

PLASTIC  SPACEAGE 

Feb  15.  Chepstow,  see  Spuffingion. 

OVER  THE  STREAM 

Mar  17.  Newcastle,  good  to  firm  (12-0  391  7th  to 
Golden  Boole  (10-6)  (3m.  heap  ch,  £2,863.  7  ran) 

Mar  30. 1996,  Aintree.  see  Antonin 

DON'T  LIGHT  UP 

Apr  23.  1996.  Chepstow,  sod  (11-11)  pulled  up  17lh 
behng  Hofv  Sting  (10-0)  (3m  2i  110yd.  heap  ch. 
£4.145.  20  ran) 

PINK  GIN 

Jan  1 7,  Kelso-  see  Lo  Stregone. 

SPUFFINGTON 

Mar  8.  Chepstow,  see  Balmont  King 
Feb  15.  Chep&iow,  soft:  (1 1-2)  15V.I  3rd  to  Grvenivm 
(11-0)  with  Plastic  Spacaage  (11-4)  261  6th,  Dakyns 
Boy  (11-11)651 11th and  Scribbler  (11-10)  751  l2lh(3m 
21 110yd,  heapeh.  £3,716,  16 ran) 

Selection:  SUNY  BAY 
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THUNDERER 

2.00  ROSENCRANT2  (nap)  3.45  General  Wolfe 

2.20  Arctic  Kinsman  4.35  Unton  Rocks 

2.55  Make  A  Stand  5.15  Lord  Lamb 


The  Times  Private  Handicap per's  top  rating;  3.45  SUNY  BAY. 


101  113143  GOOD  TIMES  13  (BF^AS)  (Ms  D  Hottfisan)  fl  Hafl  12-8 . B  West  (7)  B8 


Raucanl  notiba  Sin-figure  tatm(F~-  fnU.  P — 

a  led  tf  U  — unseaBd  rider  B—  brocgbl 
b.  5  — sfipped  up.  R—  letusea  D  — 
dsyafafiedi  Hwse'5  name  Dap  an  fed 
01*80.  F  d  Ibi  (B-Wlnl«.  V  —  tfca  H  — 
hood.  E  —  Fyednetd.  C  —  comeekner.  0  — 
dome  tnimer.  CO  — course  and  rfcbrce 


•nrrer.  BF— twtei  fiwnrte  in  feted  ace) 
Going  nn  itbeh  Iwse  tes  won  (F  —  firm,  good  lo 
film.  lad.  G— good  S  — soft,  good  in  soft, 
heavy).  Outer  to  backets  Tome  Age  and 
weight  Rider  pies  ray  afkMance  he  hues 
Mote  HnfisappeTs  iterg. 


GOINS:  GOOD  TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING  SIS 


.45  CORDON  BLEU  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

9.870. 2m  110yd)  (19  runners) 

000610  MEMB  BO  5f  (D.F,65)  (T  Pnce)  P  Bmbi  B-11-1IL -  LAspHI  (3)  97 

33015-0  STDMP1N 33 (C0.6.S) (U BmigNonl Miss H KifigN 6-11-10 - JCufinty  90 

66634-F  CUFTON  BEAT  66  (D.G.S)  fD  O-Caiw) P  HoM» 5-11-9 -  ...  CTSwan  93 

I15t3P  ORECT ROUTE  24  (D/A5f  (C fteon) H Johnson W7-S - ADoWn  37 

MOOSO  2ABAD1 25  (GD.G.S)  Hedy  Hart)  D  Mdtobon  5-11-6 - -  RJobBon  95 

F1F-F1B  EDEUMB5 DU MOULW 56 (D8r AS) (R Ogdralfi ifiannk 5-11-5 - PCartieny  M 

13330F  HAUR.T0N 9UC 14  (O.BF.F^I  (El* fedrig) M Pipe 5-11  -2 . . -  JOstan*  95 

3154TO  SHAKKAR 14  (DAS1  (WBiBtwiBf  Wyviiiow  0  Mehobn  6-IS-tZ  lirR  Thontw  (5)  K 

114110  S*9«C BJGFZBJtLF.SJ!) (B  Giaiani T teflalty 5-10-9  . -  --  _L  Wyer  94 

1  3-1231  -5EGRET  SHWG  7b  (D.T.G)  W  Geuge)  P  J-tadgp  5-10-9_ . .  MHjcterts  SB 

t  04-41F2  TE1AN0  GOLD  4  (D.W.G.S)  (P  Bradep  F  Barney  7-10-3  - r,S^»»  97 

430442  KWTAft 43 (Dj6J (C Uiphy]  J Cm 6-I0-?  . .  . . . ?? 

- IBtOjT - - - 


TzfiPI  ROS0OWW7 10  (L  Rftnft  Mas  V  WBUim  5-10-0  (7a).  KWBanm  ® 

3GBQ3-3  AkBJlH 224  (Bfl  On  Tniwi  Racmg)  P  Hants  5-10-0  ...  . SP"*1  ® 

F24U45  BUUR  CASaf  14  (D.F)  E  toWng  HM . •??!■  “ 

l  36010-4  FRQZBi SEA 7F  (F)  (Crate Partner,) G tragb 6-10-0  -  URKavaragfi  91 

Ih^th.  Equrf  S-i3.PraBft*lB  9-11  RKenoaiBO-U  Arrtafi  9- Id.  Bim  Caste  9-10.  Front  5a 

[WG:  5-1  Sena  Sping-  0-1  Rosancwc.  7-1  EtWwds  du  Mnute.  8-1  Hamllor  Sit,  10-1  ForesaJ.  Sftwfci. 
ng  Edge.  i?-l  nineis 

igga  stompw  5-10-13  i  Cuoav  ib-u  mbs  h  fcvgw  it  nn 

TORM  FOCUS 


IS  EKD  heal  fbnunrar  61  in  S-rutner  grade 
]  pfa  8  Sore  Wngtrafl  Hutdft  a»  Wrncaren 

nod)  *at  zmmoT  cza  bamm  nujat 

ead  s A  EDEUNOS  DU  MOULBI  be*  Tom 
51  n  9-ruraw  hanficap  1"*  aWWWh; 
Hd)  mi  penurutoiE  start  HAWLTOHMa 
Ion  the.  (ran  91 2M  tf  M  ■  UteASbM 
\t  H  Tote  Gotd  Trophy  MaM  * 
y  (2m  110yd,  nood)  with  DflECT  ROUTE 

U  rfn  iTAwb  ou  moijn 

ase  rff)  abad  8)41  Bh.  ZA8AD1  (10b  bete 
%\  istn  rad  CUFTON  BEAT  (8#t  bcBa  itf) 


pultet  up  befm  bsL  SHANKAR  Til  and  art  3rd 

ol  7  id  todzarat  m  hratttra  hade  al  Norinny 

MTi^SJIfSKS'SS' 

SECRET  SPRWG  bed  Stapkal  TOl  In  13-raner 

novice  huidle  at  Kanphai  (2m.  pood  lo  Ibmi. 

RJRESTAl.  7Ht  Sti  S  78  to  Cartto  Migrate  m 
handicap  hurdle  a)  Sradwn  (2m  110yd.  good)  wh 
EDGE  (Ih  briter  od)  24-41  im 

ROSENCRANTZ  beat  hfisttr  Urn  71  In  6-runrw 

handicap  fwrdk-  *  AsaS  (2m  llOyd.  goat) 

Sokritar  SECRET  SPRWG 


0  RIAHTBL  RHJ  RUM  CHASE 

I):  limited  tendic^i:  £25,780’  2m)  {10  runnefs) 


121M12  ARCTIC  KWSMAN 42 Twy-totes 9-17-0  ***"*£  “ 
111123  ta«ATE25(DW^  (to^^P^)CM»nM^-  ■■  M 

«s  .isss  s 

4-1  CeUtma.  5-1  Efidta.  5-1  Lott  Oucet.  7-1  tet*.  9-1  Itoto  Oddy.  11M 
1995r  ARCTIC  KWSMAN  B-11-0  C  Oranyi  (1>7) N  r«sMvOaw«  10  ran 

FORM  FOCUS  _ 


C  NNSMAN 31  and  ol  4  to  Vlfeigi 
SbBB  flea  at  Kempton  ran.  good) 
si  in  last  of  6  »  Malta's  Son  in  pate ! 
uwhm  CMnpnn  Chase  at  ChefttHBrn 

m  mw  d  9  to  Or  Royal  Mri*' 
3S  AiUe  CWlenge Jropto  Ifert*  J 

dam  Oa  gc«ft  BJOM  X  gid.cl 
Fmk  a  tamtaai  Class  al  CntKfren  uW 


off) 3*1  «h.  PounMjomjnbMa*f)j 
aid  neck  Hi  aid  MISTfflOOClY 
(soared  inks  10ft.  JATRB  9  2nd  ^ 
Amancio  m  Aowa  dost  al  Aaad  (3m.  good  » 

tSTwuncw.  roup 

jiuirei  hardtop  ehas*  al  Wetnatiy  (an.  rravii 

VffifmfflS’aMI  4B1  ol  8  to  fnddey  in 

hnucra  dhaa  A  Oonoste  (2m  3f  1 KW -«w0 

SAoun-  CHJBATE 


2.55  MAHTttLAWTRS  HURDLE 

(Grade  /:  £40.750: 2m4f)(7  mnnersi 


BBC1 


301  143-230  BIMSEV  35  (C.DJ.DS)  iA  Ran)  4  F*srtcsl  7-11-7  .  _ MARnger*)  87 

302  fl-lltP  LARGE  ACTION 35  (D.BFJ.6.S)  (3  £»art-=r»m  0  Shmroad  9-11-7  ..  jOsunroe  9fi 

303  511)11  MAfCASTANDSrF.aSl.FrejVWT^P-U-- . . CMaudo  ffi 

3W  0-54200  PR1DWELL  23  fELF.ELS)  utjs  Sadsdi  ad  Red) "  Ffls  7-11-7  .  R  Dunwoody  88 

305  121113  SPACE  TRUCKS)  S  iT.ILSI  PSz  £  Cwsd:,.-  Mrs  J  Ha.’ntgiai  tlret  6-11-7  J  Shan  83 

306  4-124QF  URUBANDE  23  |CDJJi.SI  iM  5  Ccroi:i  A  C  9w  ,1*!  7-11-7 _  C  FSwan  77 

307  ras-np  DOm£S*U?HMiYZl  iBJXCSl  (i  =w-.'jr,7  C  a-sats  0-11-2 .  .  fiSraflsy  65 


8ETTW&  6-4  Make  A  Eran  9-<  Larje  Act-xi  ?•:  Saw  >.-de  "C-i  fn-wa  Ureas*  12-1  ifiws. 

1995.  uRuauas  a  r=n n  r  n\  ?  nr. 


FORM  FOCUS 


LARGE  ACTION  be*  PHJDWH1  '.’-.I  a  4-n.-.r 
grade  1  Deere  Nurdlr  at  Cheflsnften  t2n  51  HCvS 
good)  on  peraitaiHte  sBrt  fiAKE  A  STAND  eam- 
pietm  rive-wna  Owt  TtaarewaH  5:  m  i7-«ra 
grate  I  Smurfir  Chratpton  Hrrtle  CtoUencs  ircpn 
at  Cltenentom  Cm  llOvfl  goodi  ntfti  3? AC; 
TRUCKS!  )il  3rd.  PR  DWELL  6’ii  7ff.  BMSEY 
23  13B1  and  LARGE  ACTWft  nulieo  t?  after  jsl 
SPACE  TRUCKER  heel  Seniosa  3a  31  m  ll- 


-ester  terjiap  rwi;n  a!  leapntaow  (2m  ;ott> 

=i  pra^-rimaia  sax 

URU3ANDE  431  2ft  cl  9  to  Vtfhai  A  Question  « 
Trie  E  coyne  E5F  Hurdle  al  town  (2m  yielding) 
r.  jerediifnse  star  DOUBLE  SYMPHONY  heal 
Oaring  Paidj  i'5l  m  j-nrma  made  II  fcfilStachi 

Shay-i  Gan-fi  Spcir  Ctiae  ar  hewbuiy  (2m  11. 
nn-  an  perjltncnare  dart. 

Sdectrair.  MAKE  A  STAND  (top) 


3.45  MAHTBi.  GRAND  NATIONAL  CHASE 

(Grade  III.  handicap:  £178.146: 4m  4f;  i40  runners) 


BBC1 


RUNNERS  AND  RIDERS  -  SEE  PAGE  42 


4.35  BflVAS  REGAL  AMATEUR  RIDERS  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£7.868  2m  4f)  (13  nimeis) 

Vh  W»312l  C0lWEL*JCHeF7(S)(ft0a«i)G=i2srt',7-tt-i3  .  ..  A  Ogden  (7)  S3 

503  831111  GARNW1N  10  (D.F.G)  rPirase  -iaK-TreiSneni)  N  Hendarjun  7-11-10.  CV^uram  93 

503  5-1Z25F  GUWDA  25  (Mrs  J  Foirfl)  N  Taiart-ftniss  7-11-1  ...  .  llffinrfpl  SO 

504  U21RJ5  THE  REVBUM)  3ERT  14  |G|  ^cir.t  Cfcfr'  G  3aWmQ  5-11-0  -  0  Efiwood  (7)  57 

505  22WJ3  DREAM  RIDE  15  (D8Ff  .G,S|  iCCtiri  C'NitfiniMn  7-1  l-O  .  R  Tlumton  (5)  95 

506  SB1 11  MDIAN  JOCKEY  31  (F.6.S1  >S  L'ercet  -  M  Pik  S-lG-13  -  -  .  -  P  Fenton  89 

507  23/63)1  UNTON  ROCKS  15  iF£5)  (Mre  Twraradl  1  Thomson  Jwb  8-19-11  5  Sraers  ffl 

508  0-21522  GOLtfiJSlNlFT  21  (BF.G.Si  5  Vim\  S  3altSng  7-10-5  .  ..  C  Boom  (3|  S 

509  5111222  NICHOLAS  PLANT  23  (PSff. SI  iMraUParawatJ  faMfit  B-10-5.  0  IfcPtol  (7)  M 

510  344221  OECYBORG  5  (D.F)  [T  U  Few  £-10-5 .  RWaKeYl7t  87 

511  2UFUF  GAEUC  BLUE  5  (D8F.G)  fi  HcmcwiSi-,  Ur,  S  Snub  7-1C-5  5  (Xirac*  0  90 

512  354441  LE  DENSTAN  7  (DF.Sl  !L  Wnpui  Mis  D  ffianuanD-10-5  .  TJtaiyfT)  88 

513  22431F  AFTER  THE  FOX  IB  fori-Gi  iMr;  R  Slackhumi  N  HsvU  10-10-5.  JTlnard(7}84 

Laifl  hradNap- NcWas  Phrt  9-13  Deqtog9-t3  SaSc  HU*  9-3  Le luKian  9-2  After  The  for  9-1 
BfTTWG.-  <-1  LHon  Boas.  5-1  fiawn  6-1  Cotwici  ir  Duel  >-l  Infian  Jot*ey  8-1  C«ytwB-  OddatwiBi. 
10-1  omen. 

1996.  ROCKET  RON  5-10-0  P  Henley  uO-l]  (*=  L  Atcsell  11  ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


COLONEL  IN  CHIEF  bear  Game's  CmsOss  31  n 
novice  chase  al  CartcJe  (3m.  good  »  sofl) 
GAfWMN  beat  Fan  tetrad  151  it  novice  handtop 
ctose  at  Ascot  (Dr  4f.  gpod)  GUMDA  best  effort 
2HI  2nd  lo  Harvest  View  in  nonce  dace  a 
LBLvater  i2m  41.  good)  MDIAN  JOCKEY  bur  The 
Sea  el  Qey  91  m  novice  ctuse  al  Bangor  (2m,  good 
lo  son]  LHTON  ROCKS  beat  Hardtam  Boy  21  n 


ntmx  cfasf  at  Newbioy  1 3m.  good  to  61m) 
GQLDENSWfFT  ned  2nd  to  THWiaiy  n  novtefi 
handicap  chase  al  Udomaa  (2m  51.  oood|  NICHO¬ 
LAS  PLANT  3i;l  Zta  ol  6  lo  Katajo  m  nnrt*  chase 
*  An  (3m  ll.  soft)  GAELIC  BUS  bear  Mifnabar 
191  in  novice  handicap  chase  ad  Martel  Risen  (3m 
11  good)  vi  Denutlirnar  start. 

Selection:  GART1WH 


>.15  KARTELL  CHAMPION  STANDARD  NATIONAL  HUNT  RAT  RACE 

ratfe  H.  E10.Z75:  2m  110yd)  (t6  runners) 
tl  10-11  LORD  LAMB  24  (D.F)  iA  Sharati)  (.In  M  Rc/eiev  SI  1-12 

12  IT  NOtSY  HNER  IB  (D.F.G)  (Ura  R  Star-'  D  Nichotm  S11-12  - 

Ll  21  BB  PERKS  57  (DJ)  (P-  Pertuns)  P  rufton  Sn-8.  .  - 

14  5-514  CLINKING  59  [Djj  Haiwood)  Mrs  A  Pram  6-11-8 

6  51  EAS8Y  BLUE  31  (D.GI  (G  Cvctiard)  S  tanneH  5-118  . 

IE  1  GO  NATIVE  19  tD.Fj  (T  Hemmingc)  fJr;  S  Smith  5-11-fl 

\1  1  MOiHIAW  3T0RU  79  (D.f)  )A  Spednem  N  Htmteram  5-ti-B 

8  11  MAYDAY  LAUREN  ll  IDJ.G1  lE  Rannpi  a  Balin'  5-11-7  .  . 

8  2  CARLWGfORD  TYKE  35  rjtfiiga  ftaorgi  1  Can  Sll-4 . 

iD  30  CHASING  THE  MOON  72  iRawngt  G  BakUng  5-H-4  . 

1  2  MSMUMA  18  M  Ftao  «ss  S  Fftnids  5-11-*  ,  -  ...  --  ;  — 

2  1  ZAfFARAN  RUN  14  (G|  l Ur.  U  tkrwti  M  Houngra  Orel  5-11  -3  Mr  P  Fenton 

3  013  LAMJL53  19  (O.G)  iBradto  Onefcsniemsi  J  Norton  4-11-2  .  E  GaBaphan  - 

It  41  MA2LED  7  (F|  (Mr,  H  Parmni  1  IViiIanr,  t-ti-2  _  ...  F  Bo*;  - 

5  01  SOCIETY  TftlES  55  |M)  (A  KcFtoram)  D  Nolan  4-11-2  ..  .  F  Uafe  - 

6  4  THE  UGHTMAKER  4!  (Don  LtfiUigi  i  Eale  4-10-12 .  L  Aspd  - 

TTWi.  7-2  towy  Mnn.  a-i  Mountain  Siam  St  GaSaran  ran.  St  Loiti  Lamb.  1 0-1  Go  Nahre.  12-1  Mayifiv 
ran.  fcfaSec.  IS1  utters 


G  LW 
R  Massey 
Mr  R  Ttwmion 
Ms  A  Paten 

Mr  C  Burner 
R  tMUnsm 
T  Haggv 
5  Uetose 
C  McConnacfc 
Mr  A  BaUng 
in  r  mis 


FORM  FOCUS 


NOSY  MBER  beal  N0RMAN1A  lilt  Setter  off) 
Hal  al  Wmcanw  (2m,  good  In  tip)  CLINKING 
beal  TangielMi  Tipple  71  a  Kempton  i2iTl  good  to 
Gmrt  EASBY  BLUE  beal  Song  Pnmjlne  71  et 
caau*  (2m.  BOWfl  60  NADvE  bOi  VfrynfBd  1 

Juste  1W  a  NemasHe  J2m.  good  lo  Ihmj 
MOUNTAM  STORM  beal  Shebrau  51  a  Ludta* 
i2m  good  lo  liim)  MAYDAY  LAUREN  btoi  Uey 
Leader  3)  al  SouOhkII  MW  2m/ 

Setectun:  UCXMTAH  STORM 

COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS 

Wine 

•  Rn»s 

y 

JOCKEYS 

Winners 

Rides 

% 

K  Ballet 

- 

27 

25  9 

A  [tobtil 

7 

25 

S  Erato  ng 

5 

22 

ri"  ■ 

R  leartdTr 

•  4 

18 

p  Mdutem 

13 

63 

206 

S  teflry 

6 

29 

20.7 

Mtt  M  Rwtofl 

5 

25 

200 

H  VYrtlarreon 

9 

46 

18.B 

N  TanSton-DaMK 

9 

52 

I'j 

P  Mven 

5 

27 

tfi.5 

10930 168+1 


Q] 

201 

m\m 

iJ/1 

lG] 

IRISH  LOTTERY  RESULT  . 

0030  1  62  441  1 

1  1. 1  r-r^lriUj 

AL1SE  YOUR  DREAM  OF 

^ning  a  racehorse 


Dfficial  Brirish  Horscraring  Board  2  day 
ar  “Thf  Thrill  of  Racehorse  Ownership" 
iserarial  if  yc«  wwF  £0  become  a  successfid 
-  You  get  an  impartial,  informed  view  of 
srsc  ownership.  Become  an  owner  within 
,  and  the  fee  is  refunded. 

Reply  now-,  very  Imu’crd  numbers. 

IUng  01753  8972II 

FOR  A  FREE  COLOUR  BROCHURE 


GO  TO  A  LEADING 
TRAINER'S  iWD. 

• 

VISIT  THE 

National  StuO 

DINE  IN  TWE 
jockey  Club  rooks. 

* 

VEIT  tattersalls 

AMO  ATTEND  WE 
SALES. 

A  FREE  ArTEPNCCN 

47  teenKAPtST 

Races 


RACING  NEXT  WEEK 


MONDAY;  Southwell  (AW.  firsi  race 
2  15j,  Kelso  (2.00.1 

TUESDAY:  Nottingham  [2.00). 
Wolverhampton  (Aw;  2 15) 
WEDNESDAY:  Ripon  (2  TO),  Chep¬ 
stow  (2  00).  Ludlow  (2.20). 
THURSDAY:  Folkestone  (200). 
HamlHon  (2.20),  Fonlwdl  (2  10). 
FRIDAY:  Beverley  (2.20).  Brighton 
i2  00).  Nottingham  (210) 
SATURDAY:  Warwick  [1  50).  Wol¬ 
verhampton  (AW.  7.00).  AsCOl  (BBC. 
2.00).  Newton  Abbol  (2.101, 
Sedgefieid  (t  45). 

Rai  meetings  in  bold 


Lord  Dorcet 
can  take 
the  honours 

AINTREE 
BBC  I 

1.45:  Rosencrantz  won  with 
considerable  ease  at  Ascot 
ten  days  ago  and  a  7ib 
penalty  may  not  be  sufficient 
to  stop  Venetia  Williams's 
fast  ground-loving  runner 
from  figuring  in  the  finish 
again.  Blessed  with  a  high 
cruising  speed,  he  appreci¬ 
ates  a  fast-run  race  and 
possesses  a  potent  turn  of 
foot.  Edelweis  Du  Moulin 
has  claims  on  his  Wetherby 
victory  in  February,  but 
Secret  Spring  is  the  choice. 
A  good  second  to  San- 
martino  at  Kempton  before 
bearing  Sharpies!,  he  will 
love  the  conditions. 

2JJO;  Lord  Dorcet.  who 
signed  off  last  season  with  a 
good  second  to  Ask  Tom 
here,  has  continued  to 
progress  this  term  and  was 
far  from  disgraced  when 
finishing  17  lengths  sixth  to 
Martha's  Son  in  the  Queen 
Mother  Champion  Chase. 


TODAY’S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


He  was  previously  beaten  by 
Mister  Oddy  at  Sandown 
but  is  fancied  to  reverse  the 
form  on  this  track  and 
ground.  Jathib  comes  into 
the  race  fresh  and  has 
claims,  while  the  lightly 
raced  Elzoba  is  open  to 
further  improvement. 

2-55:  Will  Make  A  Stand, 
who  made  all  to  wtn  the 
Champion  Hurdle,  be  so 
effective  over  half  a  mile 
further  in  this  company?  The 
evidence  suggests  he  might 
The  Martin  Pipe-trained 
runner  wetn  over  a  furlong 
short  of  today’s  trip  at  Strat¬ 
ford  in  October  before  re¬ 
cording  a  rare  substandard 
effort  over  an  extended  2h 
miles  at  Uttoxeter  in  Novem¬ 
ber.  As  a  winner  over  a  mite 
and  a  half  on  the  Flat,  he 
looks  worth  risking  on  tin's 
flat  track  against  some  ques¬ 
tionable  rivals.  Large  Action 
will  appreciate  this  rrip  but 
he  was  pulled  up  early  at 
Cheltenham  which  hardly 
increases  confidence. 
Pridwell  is  a  monkey,  white 
there  are  stamina  doubts 
about  Space  Trucker. 

3.45:  see  page  48 

Richard  Evans 


THUNDERER 


2.00  LoveyoumBIkms.  2.30  Three  Arch  Bridge.  3.00 
Golden  Mirage.  3.30  Westcourt  Magic.  4.1 5  Cottage 
Prince.  4.45  Sand  bag  gedagain. 


GOING-  GOOD  TO  FIRM  DRAW:  5f .  HIGH  BEST  SIS 


2.00  VALENTINES  SEUJNG  STAKES 

(£2.338: 1m  3(  216yd)  (12  runners) 

I  (?)  121-  BRCOESSA  laZJfC/JMnMHewtei-li-W  KDvfey  90 
7  ll)  -343  BBJOUNPMNCE  9  (D.E)  Ur.  (.StuHta  10-8-13  K  Fteon  87 

3  14)  54/  CHARITY  CRUSADER  3S4J  IC.F)  Mrs  M  Revelry  6-8-1 3 

AWftane  - 

4  (5)  3&  44aUW»45GJ(7)3B«iy5^-13-  ...  NCaifeto  - 

5  (11)  -006  lOVEYOUIIUJONS  16 (FS)N tmUcr 5-B-13  Pal EtUuy  8 

5  [9j  410-  POKTnESQPHE 257(G) M Britt* 6-8-13  D Maragb (7)  « 

7  (10)  030-  RBI(YR0SE171J(P.f)RHiilirated58-U  DGrfmtsPl  69 

8  fi))  300-  7TWMN  334  (D.OBBtejh  7^-13  .  .  HPwtnm  61 

9  (B)  m-  TIC  BLACK  DUBH  2D3J  J  (Mm  4-®-ir  ...  JOunt  - 

10  16)  254-  CHAWAGWWAftfUOR  196 MCranthi 4-8-7  LChamOrt  84 

II  (71  000-  PHLSEMISBCFsMwa  4-8-7  ..  ..  N  Kandy  84 

f?  f?2l  -000  SW’SD/UKR11(B)£hosa4-S-7.  .  /OmMilci  82 

7-4  Braden.  11-4  LowroumNliDov  6-1  OtonpajK  Warrior  P-1  Ctamy 
CrusadH.  10-1  teewnant.  14-1  Bedom  Pitnre,  fw*|  Fata.  i6-i  other!. 


2.30  BECHERS  BROOK  HANDICAP 

{£3,287: 71 100yd)  (17) 

1  -111)  OM  MYBOTYE  16 (D.F.6)  fl  BJeftran 4-TO-fl  H  Bastfenraa  (5)  90 

2  (13)  60-0  LAVOLTA  15  pflJBDB»3ld  4-9-13-  .  J  Fortune  83 

3  14)  2214  &NLHEJ0W  10  (D.G)J  Pates  4  9-11  R  Cochrane  97 

4  rai  4061  THREE  ARCH  BflBtt  5  IS.COffi)  UJoTnOlii  5-9-11  (fiert 

JWtw  95 

5  (51  300-  6OM05HAM PARK  168 P Felgsie 5-9-l0_  GMIeU  90 

E  (3)  4060  SCEMCRIS  9  IS)  Fi  HolinslMl  4-9-9  .  .  F  Lyra*  (31  89 

7  (t4(  7113  SAMBO  WALTZES  10  (D/.&S)  D  melt  5-9-9 

Iona  Want  (71  @ 

8  (6)  600-  TKKLSIS  HUY  190  (DJFjSI  B  WNOte  5-96  DMdbown  88 

9  110)  301-  POWER  GAME  1S8fflJ.fi)  JBenv4-W  .  .  K  Daley  90 

10  (tj  ODD-  SUPBVRU.  158  ©.RSI  Mf!  »  fisvitey  5-9-4  A  Cteune  S3 

11  (16)  4562  GU/5HAAfllO(D^)E At»n 5-9-3 .  .  Sftrame  98 

12  (15)  6430  PERILOUS  PUGHT  ID  (D.F.G)  Me,  ISMteWW  KFMat  88 

13  (B)  0-04  SERAPE 39 U*. L SMte 4-9-2  -  -  .  JFEgra  05 

M  nn  000-  RJROSf»>TCIS3(B.COr)7E*tetir5-M  BHjvSoffl)  93 

15  (17)  030-  BXSAR KHBY 209 P ftarn 6-0-11 -  Pa  Eddery  85 

16  (7)  910-  THATCHED  151  (C0J)  R  9m  7-8-9  ...  K5ted(7)  90 

17  (2)  4550  IAQCSJS  42  (B)  D  Sh*  4-8-8 -  C  Teague  (31  90 

5-1  Ihw  Aidt  Bridge.  6-1  temfa  Water.  7-1  Guff  Stearil  1£M  Gawda  itei 
Paw  Gone.  14-1  Sawcrte.  16-1  Mtara 


3.00  CHAIR  MAIDEN  AUCTION  STAKES 

(2-Y-O  fillies:  £2.742:  5f)  (10) 


B  HO) 

9  (6) 

10  (9l 


S3  CLASSY CLED 7 (BF)  9 Haute fl-9.  .._  -RaJBttsji  94 
GOUKN  MIRAGE  M  Chatman  8-7  RPatam  - 

ELLENBRQGK  J  Beny  8-5  ..  - - KOafcy  - 

SKBfWOL  CREEK T  Esaeiby  6-5  . . . MBtrcfi  - 

5  JNCWALDNG  9  M  filtlBtn  fM  - -  .  G  Banted 

SUMMERSEAT  C  Fantari  B-3 . DMcKemm  - 

COMPAKYS  GAMBLES  Baugh  8-2 - ACuBane  - 

2  HEAVENLY AB5T0W 9 (V^F) P Evras B-5  JFEgai  © 

BLFJ7  M  H>  Eanehy  B-l -  _  DateGiw*  - 

DAYNABEE  N  TlnHa  8-i -  .  ~  KrtTrthr  - 


2-1  EMflbru*.  4-1  Cbssy  Qeo.  5-1  Hswnly  Ateune.  Gt40W  Mtoge.  6-1  rttar. 


3.30  EAST  RIDING  CONDITIONS  STAKES  - 

(£4,640:  SO  (6) 

1  (4)  343-  BRAVE  EDGE  174  BUMS)  R  Hannon  6-9-1D  Pal  Eddery  96 

2  (6)  050-  WESTCOURT  MAGtC  20o  (CD.F.GJ  M  W  Fajwtw  4-9-10 

h  Dailey  96 

3  (2)  140-  BOLSHO1 188  (BXO/fl  J  Beny  5-9-2  Enina  OGorman  0) 

4  (5)  -120  CRETAN  ffT  15  (BJJE.fi)  N  LUDraden  6-9-2 

TGMcUu5tU.a  90 

5  (3)  506-  YA  MALAX  1B4  (CDJF.ELS)  D  Mb  6-9-2  Alex  Greaves  98 

6  (1)  021  AHOTHERMiftVotSAKY  838  (D.G)  G  Le«5  *-8-11 

Paul  Eddery  - 

13-8  Brave  Up.  2-1  Bolshoi.  7-2  Wacom  Mage.  B-l  Ya  Mat*.  18-1 
Anoftwamtierayy.  20-t  Cretan  Ml 


4.15  MEUJNG  ROAD  HANDICAP 

(£3,162: 1m  V  207yd)  (19) 

1  021  604)  ULA  PEDIGO  39  (Dfil  Urn  J  Cm  4-1M  SllWStf  90 

2  (101  200-  KHA8AR  179  R  Baawnas  4-9-12  H  Basemen  (5)  92 

3  (9)  500-  AUGUSTAN  151  [DJI  S  Ballings  6-9-7 .  F-s  Eddery  90 

4  f?i  MO-  JEAN  FIBRE  156  j  Pearce  4-9-7  -  ...  L  Dedori  98 

(Bl  10 0-  STOLEN  MU9C  197  R  Ban  4-9-6 .  DMcWmvm 

(191  550-  SANOBLASTSt  218  J  Eyre  4-9-4  .  TWaams 

(5)  500-  BRAMBLE5 WAY  Mis  11  terelty 8-9-4  SCenp|5) 

(15)  63K  AM9DEXTR0US  7  (BFn  £  Ahton  5-9-3  .  . .  K  Wen 

mi  m  CUJB) UP  179 WXUJPEvam 4-9-1  . . JFEgan 

(4)  350-  9I0WY  MANTLE  173  JBfflieii  4-8-13  . S  Drams 

(14)  UW  AMSJDPKfflJfjreW-W..  .  .  .  . 

(2)  060  CUBAN  REEF  46  (DJ.fi)  W  Muosn  54Mi_  JIMartmej 

116)  300-  FLYAWAY  BLUE5  5&i  Ms  II  Rnricy  5-8-1 1  ACrtoe 
(1)  0380  BOGART  19 (Gj C Farting 64-11  RCuctnm 

(f71  S5J  COTTAffiPBWI  12GJ JQwn4-fr9  -  -  JtUrai 

(Gi  /W)  BLUE  DONAH  22J  (G1 R  Qw:  B-M - L  Owned 

(101  Offl  SOW® PBNCESS 29i 0 toe 4-8-8 .  .  GDuHcU 

(3)  0220  KftNAHARTYHAHRLISICflJRartesT-M  JBw*ai(5) 

(ill  000-  Pnna0flA232E)WiW5  6«.. . JRmr  - 

7-1  AiTiHdetoifl,  B-1  Ry stray  Hues.  9-1  Augustan.  i(M  Cuban  Red  12-1  Jean 
Ptoit.  BramUa  Way.  Cdteff  Wnta.  14-1  Mm 


94 


4.45  GRAND  NATIONAL  DAY  HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O:  £3,769: 1m  100yd)  (14) 

1  (13)  31-  OV^R  TD  YOU  -1B3  (O.Gj  E  Owlop  9-7  D  OTtonoboe  (3)  91 

2  (7)  042-  XAFAF  IBS  J  Goafei  9-5  . LDeKm  90 

3  (5)  33-5  KAISER  KACHE  7  (FS)  K  MtA/ft-  9-3 .  J  F  Egen  90 

4  ‘(in  4-48  GET TW POUT 7 R Hollmtiead W  .  .  K Talon  91 

5  (4)  1321  GLOBETROTTER  31  (D.G)  M  Jchctofl  8-13  ..  JWuw  @ 

6  IUJi  336  SANDBAEG£DA6A«J4MttEgai*yB-12  GParira/5)  90 

7  ri4)  800-  BIOOMNG MUZMG  178 J Eyra B-9  ....  TWBams  89 

8  (B|  204)  FULL0PEP  14  Mis  M  Rowley  8-6  .  K  Dailey  87 

9  (9)  404)  MUNGO  PARK  14  fifes  J  Ramsden  8-5  .  .  J  Fortune  X 

19  (2)  1252  MUTAHADETH  7  (DX3)  D Sew  W .  Jfanffing  95 

11  (6)  064)  RUU  LAD  14  J  Outre  8-2  ...  .  _  . J  (km  82 

12  (3|  8240  JACK  THE  LAD  7  J  Krttaion  84] .  ..  NKaamfy  97 

13  111)  631V  HGH SPHTS 318 T Eastabi 8-9 . LChaanx*  90 

14  |1>  -504  MOVE  THE  CLOUDS  11 0  Wdatl:  7-10  kxa  Wands  (7)  98 

4-1  Uotgo  ^btL.  9-2  Kata.  8-1  Qriidniisi.  7-1  (kii  id  -  s 


HEREFORD 


THUNDERER 

1.35  Pridewood  Fuggla.  2.10  Royal  Saxon.  2.40 
AJmapa.  3.10  Dalametre.  4J25  Dontdressfordinner. 
4.55  Another  Venture.  5.25  Copper  Coil. 

Carl  Evans:  3.10  Tom's  Apache. 


GOING  GOOD  TO  FIRM  SIS 


1.35  HLPECK  MAIDEN  HURDLE 

(£2.332: 2m  If)  (4  nmrters) 

1  0-6  NAUTICAL  JEWH.  92F  8  K.'wjmv  6-11-5.  ..  J  Power  (7) 

2  30  PfiffiEWOOD  FUGGLE  227  R  Fnte  7-11-5  WUcFartand 

3  P  WOLDSMAN  47ff7«sJtn-Qawes  7-TJ-5  MrJBoMslifc/7) 

.  4  00  BOLD  DME  MONKEY  17 M  Tar  MI-0  ..  WMarana 

4-7  Fwfcwoal  Fuggle.  114  VVcidsman  S-l  BoM  Tnre  Mtntey.  10-t  ttauwal 
Jewel 


2.10  CUS0P  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3.186: 3m  1(  110yd)  (3) 

1  -3UR  HFD1  AMENDMENT 26  (BJXF.S.S1C  Mam  tMi-fO 

j  Magee  (3) 

2  3413  ROYAL  SAXON  7  IBf.$.S}P  Beam  JJ-IMfl  .  l¥M»is«iw 

3  524P  WOODE  WONDER  24  M  EUatsm  7-11-1  .  G  Upton 

ID-11  Worn  Wandu.  54  Itoyal  5amn.  1 0-1  FMi  Amenknem 


2.40  BREDWARDINE  NOVICES  SEUJNG  HURDLE 

(£2.010: 2m  10  (11) 

1  2633  ALMARA  5  (DJ)  R  Hodge  5-11-6  T  tetontbe  f)l 

Z  P  BOOT  JACK  21  P  Rxh  8-11-0  .  .  M  Griffiths  |7) 

3  060  GLEN  GARNOCK  37  R  JuUrs  5-114)  Gary  Lyons 

4  FP  MflGCAi.  BUJtS  7  Mss  A  Emdiricta  5-Tl-fl  ..  (CGate 

5  53-0  MORE  BttLS  212  J  Nwfc  Ml  -0  .  ..  DJBtrdiol 

6  OCO-  MUMMY'S  MOUE  337  G  Roe  6-11-0  ..  .  DSa6ei(5) 

7  00  TATBAG  28  fl  Smiti  5-11-D  .  .  Hr  J  GokfcWr  (7) 

8  0  NORTHERN  DIAMOND  9fF  Wss  M  Amtaitd  4-  WM 

P  Hanky  (3) 

9  DQPfi  RAPOLtenr  (KR  Bata  4-1 W  . VSfcgwy 

10  5060  CONTRACT  BFISKf  16  P  Mupfiv  4-10-3  ....  W  UcFartand 

11  LADY  ECLAT  78F  A  Wingime  4- 10-3  .  .  ..  SHyan  (5) 

94  Hmapa.  7-2  Mon:  Bilk.  5-1  Maglraf  fflue  6-1  Clan  Gunwi.  7-1  Crrtrad 
Bridge.  12-1  Rapid  Uwr.  16-1  uBiers 


3.1  0  GAHWAY  NDV1CES  HUNTERS  CHASE 

(Amaleuis:  £1 .095:  2m|  (12) 

1  PPZ2  AWS  AMBITION  14PUts  C  Hussey  10-124)  .  C  Heart  0 
:  OP-5  CHAN  THE  MAN  157  D  Burctod  5-1Z-0  -  ..  M  Hams  (7) 

3  /214  DALAMETRE  3)P  (tS)  M  Evans  10-12-0  .  -  M  Manrowri  0 

4  4M  MmPAJW321ftBSunmer,\4-‘i:-0  ...  MDoirtsyiY) 

5  mi  NECTANEBO  70GP  N  Pafcp  9-1Z4)  .  .  U  Ftfift  (7) 

G  PPP-  RUN  W17H  JOY  385P  «  notes  6-12-0  .  G  Sheriun  0 

7  PIPP  THE  COMMUNICATOR  17  IBJJMIW  1112-0  B  Pnta*  (5) 

3  ,/P-P  JOMS APACHE 24 D Canei B-12-0  .  EJames0 

9  P6P  FaiHAM  BSTOESS  18  DCTjctei  7-11-9  _  E  Babtngton  0 
ID  PP-U  HOELLES  CRYSTAL  32  FMattieK  6-11-8.  J  Gckfcteln  0 
11  33PP  DATS  FOR  H)TES  TP  Mrs  RKope  7-11-9  .  R  Burton  0 

J?  P-P0  SPACt  MOLLY  14P(B)NhNLw  8-11-1  ..  P  Cowley  (7) 

74  Oalantre.  5-2  Aim's  AmWimn.  8-1  Ctan  Die  Man.  10-1  Die  Corrmeffor. 
12-1  Ucnefies  Ciyte.  Haow  Paddy.  14- 1  odvrs 


4.25  RACING  CHANNEL  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,794: 2m  II)  (8) 

1  0441  EURBSMG81  7  IF)  1  toddy  5-11-10.  ...  S  Ryan  0 

2  33-P  NOBLE  SOCIETY  260  IF)  k.  Wmfpme  9-n4  .  J  Power  0 

3  6204  DONTDRESSFDRDINIftR  16  (Of  .6)  R  Hodges  7-11-1 

TDascomoe  (3) 

4  4)13  VAOTU 7 PF.G)D Lloyd 9-10-11  .  Sophie Utetafi  13) 

5  0300  JEWEL  THEf  120  (V.F)  h  Balding  7-10-9  Mi  E  BabfngMt  0 

6  241P  DISSOLVE  7  (O.F.G)  N  Lampanl  5-1 D-6.  Ill  L  Batocr  0 

7  0430  COURAGEOUS  KMGKT  7  (COP)  P  ttavrad  8-104  W  Maroon 

9  0-31  TAP  SHOES  108  R  Beta  7-HW . .  .  VSMteiY 

74  Euro  Smgar.  7-2  Va  Utti  5-1  Dtriareidmfnner  7-1  Dissnhe.  B-1  Tap  Sines. 

Concerns  hvghl.  12-1  rttm 


4.55  PANDY  NOVICES  CHASE  (£2,918: 2m  3f)  (6) 


1  122P  DUKE  OF  DREAMS  173  (FI  R  Bate)  7-11-6..  .  VShnery 

2  -64P  AHCmCR  V0JTURE  81  (S)  F  Muiphy  7-11-0  .. ..  M  FOSW 

3  702-  OAM3ND  UGHT  32ffl>  Y  Brtwp  10-n-O  UrSUoyd 

4  pp-p  FlffiaWE  LUSTRE  151  P  NUphy  7-114)  ..  W  UcFartand 

5  (P50  PANDORA'S  PRCE  5  (S)  T  Wall  H-iO-9 . T  Etey 

,6  SOMflHNG  CATCHY  A  Gran  7-10-9  .  ..  W  Maraton 


94  Duke  01  Drams.  3-1  Another  Venture.  7-2  SMtfMig  Catcty  5-1  Diamond 
LrgW.6-1  ftndarasPriK.  T6-T  freeire  lusrre, 


5.25  BROAD  OAK  CONDITIONAL  JOCKEYS 

NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2.248: 3m  2f)  (7) 

1  1533  COPFtR C«L  12 (S) W6M limn 7-11-13.  .JFwrarO) 

2  3-53  KMGSWQOQ  MANOR  7  Miss  V  Wiliams  5-11-1  PHartey 

1  20M  CLONGOiffl 27 (Bl F Muiphy 7-11-1  .  OJKaiaistft 

4  0060  HUSK  CLASS  14  CBimb  6-10-13  MBtstyO) 

5  005  HI  MARffif  22  MnM  Jane  6-10-5  ...  MUx<5) 

6  P006  LADY  OF  MWE  21  P  Barm  7-UM.  .  .  LCUmmmspj 

7  PMO  NUNS  LUCY  24  F  jam*  8-104) .  Guv  Lews 

94  Cfoxf  Cod,  5-2  Kttpmtd  ten.  6-1  Ctaigou.  7-1  Hi  tet*,  8-1  Mirx 
Ctos.  Ladv  01  Mine.  10-1  Huns  Lucy 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


fffREHJflD:  Trahers:  Htss  V  Wilfiams.  4  «nnas  btm  7  lunrare 
5?.n.  F  Mate.  4  tarn  8. 5 MV  C  Mam.  3  Iram  6  SODt  N 
TastavOnte.  30  tarn  95.  3U%  C  Braote.  <  from  15. 26 1%,  G 
BaKfing.  5  from  31. 16  Tig.  Joefcays;  Mr  E  James,  3  wimas  from  8 
rides.  3751s.  U  Footer.  4  from  IE,  25.0%:  D  J  Button,  6  ham  45. 
IIP..  T  Dascomta.  S  from  45. 11.1%:  G  Uptm,  4  bom  36,  n  1%;  p 
Gita0tof.  4  from  37. 1084. 

BEVERLEY.  Tralnar  R  Hamon.  5  uinnec:  front  15  nmnerc.233%.J 
BoHfei,  <  from  14. 28.6%.  P  Haris  7  from  28. 250%,  J  Pearce.  4 
Iran  21 . 19  0%.  U  Jotndoo.  21  (ram  Hi.  IB  9%:  M  Ctamm.  7  Hem 
39. 179%  Jocteys  Pa  Eddery.  5  mnnos  from  IE  nrtei.  31  3%.  K 
Dartey.  H  from  226  239%.  H  Codraw.  II  fr'mt  52.  212%.  I 
(Uteri.  10  from  50.  2QD^.B  BartmJI.  5  torn  32  1584.  JVftarer 
17  from  115. 1484. 
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ANTONIN 

Jockey:  Conor  O’Dwyer 
Trained  in  Ireland  by  an 
EngEshwoman,  Sue  Bramall. 

.  Returned  to  best  wflh  impressive 
vtctory  in  Purtchestown  National 
Trial  in  February  but  may  be  better 
'  suited  by  softer  ground  than  he  wfll 
encounter  today.  Sghth  last  year. 
Betting:  20-1 

AVRO  ANSON  ~  " 

Jockey:  Peter  Utiven 
Former  higb-dass  hurdler  showing 
an  aptitude  for  fences,  despite  the 


a  m 


time.  No  doubting  his  quality  anc 
could  wefl  improve  further, 
BSpecjaUy  on  his  favoured  good 
ground.  Big  chance. 

Betting:  10-1 


gH  BACK  BAR 
“  Jockey:  Tommy  Treacy 

Three  times  a  winner  last  season 
but  out  of  sorts  this  term.  Latest 
effort,  a  distant  last  of  four  in  a  - 
.  hurefle,  does  nothing  to  inspire 
L  confidence  in  a  return  to  form. 
W  Weakest  of  the  Irish  challenge, 


Betting:  66-1 
BELMONT  KING 

Jockey:  Richard  Johnson 


\  \ 

a* 


l 

m 


in  handicaps  this  term  suggest  he 
it,  wfll  have  few  problems  lasting  out 
v  the  trip  but  the  drying  ground  could 
be  against  him. 

Betting:  20-1 

1  BISHOPS  HALL  ‘ 

"  Jockey:  David  Bridgwater 

Has  faded  to  progress  beyond  the 
fast  fence  in  last  two  Nationals. 
Capable  at  his  best  but  wil  need  to 
explode  the  horses  far  courses 
\  theory  in  some  stytejf  he  is  to  play 
a  major  role  today.  Bridgwater 
finished  second  last  year. 

Betting:  50-1 _ 

|  BUCKBOARD  BOUNCE 
■  Jockey:  Paid  Catborry 

Carberry  has  faced  a  race  against 
fane  to  prove  his  fitness  to  ride  in 
bid  to  emulate  father  Tommy,  who 
won  on  L’Escaraot  In  1975.  Comes 
\  to  Aintree  with  the  unusual 
y  preparation  of  having  fails hed 
eighth  over  hurdles  at  Carfisie. 
Betting:  25-1 


□  CAMELOT  KNIGHT 

Jockey.  CariLJeweOyn 
The  National  would  need  to  be  a 
real  lottery  for  this  Camelot  to  show 
a  profit  Mostly  out  of  form  this 
^  season  and  faces  near  impassible 
task  from  well  out  of  the  handicap. 
Number  34  nrast  unlikely  to  be 

lucky  for  you. 

Betting:  100-1 


E  CELTIC  ABBEY 

Jndtnv  RinnHnn  I 


& 


Jockey:  Brendan  Powell 
Those  tempted  bythe  Abbey  habit 
should  invest  their  stake  elsewhere. 
This  hunter  chaser  finished  a  fine 
fourth  in  the  Foxhunters  Chase  at 
the  Cheltenham  Festival  and  shotdd 
stay  the  trip  but  is  well  out  of  his 
depth  in  this  company. 

Betting:  66-1 


Bn  DAKYNS  BOY 
■  Jockey:  Timmy  Murphy 

Formerly  smart  dyed-in-the-wool 
stayer,  at  his  best  when  the  mud  is 
^  flying.  Would  need  the  heavens  to 
.  open  to  rekindle  the  spark  of  his 
K  \  younger  days.  Jockey  Is  a  rising 
star  but  faces  a  mountainous  task 
to  take  a  hand  on  this  mount 
Betting:  66-1 


■  Q 


E  dextra  dove 

Jockey:  Chrts  Maude 
Nicolaus  Sflver  In  1961  was  the  last 
grey  to  triumph  in  the  National.  This 
w  bold-jumping  front-runner  could 
k  make  a  determined  bid  to  put  the 
LV  record  straight  if  he  adapts  to  the 
course.  Rrst  National  runner  for 
trainer  Simon  Earle. 

Betting:  33-1 _ 

m  DON’T  LIGHT  UP 

Jockey:  Robert  Thomton 
Unfikefy  source  to  smoke  out  the 
winner.  Without  a  run  this  year, 
and  despite  having  won  on  his 
reappearance  last  season,  faces 
a  monumental  task  first  time  out 
in  this  company.  Only  confirmed 
optimists  need  apply. 

Betting:  100-1 


B3  EVANGEUCA 
*“  Jockey:  RobWe  Supple 
Little  about  Martin  Pipe's 
achjevements  surprise  but  a 
.  victory  here  would  be  one  of  his 
\  more  remarkable  feats.  Thorough 
stayer,  although  form  fas  a  long 
way  short  of  this  standard. 
Outside  prospects  at  best 
Betting:  66-1 


O  FEATHERED  GALE 
Jockey:  Francis  Woods 
Rerouted  from  the  Irish  Grand 
National  on  Monday,  which  he  won 
.  last  year,  at  eleventh  hour  in  attempt 

ftk  to  improve  trainer's  miserable  Aintree 

record  his  six  runners  have  faBed  to 
complete  the  course.  Second  string 
to  Wyide  Hide. 

Betting;  25-1 


SFULL  OF  OATS 
Jackev;  Jim  Culk 


m 


Jockey:  Jkn  CuDoty 
Unfikeiy  to  have  enough  pace  to 
yield  rich  harvest  though  a 
dependable  jumper  and  thorough 
stayer  In  his  own  grade.  Should 
plod  on  honestly  but  faces  a  stiff 
task  at  the  weights.  Other  outsiders 
make  more  appeal. 

Betting:  66-1 _ 

GENERAL  WOLFE 
Jockey:  Lorean  Wyar 
Attempts  to  scale  Aintree  heights 
for  trainer  Tim  Forster's  fourth 
National  winner.  Disputed  big -race 
favouritism  before  poor  run  last 
time  undermined  case,  but  second 
In  Scottish  National  last  year  proves 
stamina.  Lively  each-way  hope. 
Betting:  20-1 


GO  BALLISTIC 

Jockey:  Mick  Fitzgerald 
Sfmlarto  last  year's  winner,  Rough 
Guest,  in  that  fine  ran  In  Chettenham 
Goto  Cup  makes  him  wefl  weighted. 
Clear  chance,  but  less  experienced 
than  Rough  Quest  and  confidence 
reduced  by  tendency  to  make 
mistakes. 


3.45  MARTELL  GRAND  NATIONAL  CHASE 

(Handicap:  grade  ill:  £178,146: 4m  4f)  (40  runners) 

1  10/P32-P  MASTER  OATS  48  (BF,G,S)  (P  Matthews)  K  Bailey  11-11-10 .  N  Williamson  80 

Z  21-6P2P  NAHTHEN  LAD  23  (G,S)  (Mrs  P  Hemmings)  Mrs  J  Pitman  8-10-9 .  J  F  Titley  80 

I  3  214-335  L0  STREG0NE  42  (BF,F,G,S)  (Mrs  S  Clegg)  T  Tate  11-10-4...: .  G  Bradley  81 

4  F/1S1-51  SUNY  BAY  42  (G,S)  (Uplands  Bloodstock)  C  Brooks  8-10-3 .  J  Osbome  60 

5  15-2605  FEATHERED  GALE  34  (F,G,S)  (M  O’Connor)  A  LT  Moore  (Ire)  10-1 0-3 .  F  Woods  81 

6  2125-3U  AVRO  ANSON  63  (F,G)  (The  Mirror  Punters  Club)  M  Camacho  9-1 0-2 .  P  Niven  90 

7  1F5/1P2  BELMONT  KING  28  (S)  (Mrs  B  Bond)  PNicholls  9-1 0-1 .  R  Johnson  84 

8  52/1 0-P0  BUCKBOARD  BOUNCE  7  (F,G,S)  (R  Ogden)  G  Richards  11-10-1 .  PCartjerry  80 

9  01 -241 P  BISHOPS' HALL  28  (F.G.S)  (T  Carroll)  R  Alner  11-10-1 .  D  Bridgwater  80 

10  231112  LORD  GYLLENE  21  (BF.G^)  (S  Clarke)  S  Brookshaw  9-10-0 .  A  Dobbin  87 

II  11U-021  WYL0E  HIDE  34  (G,S)  (J  McManus)  ALT  Moore  (Ire)  10-10-0 .  CFSwan  93 

12  5P114P  DEXTRA  DOVE  42  (F,G,S)  (Dextra  Lighting  Systems)  S  Earle  10-10-0 .  C  Maude  82 

13  30-1551  ANTONIN  48  (F,G,S)  (G  Bailey  Ltd)  Mrs  S  Bramall- (ire)  9-10-0 .  C  O'Dwyer  94 

14  11F12-P  SMITH'S  BAND  35  (G,S)  (A  Smith)  Mrs  J  Pitman  9-10-0 .  R  Dunwoody  85 

15  F1 1 300  NEW  CO  24  (G.S)  (Exors  of  Mrs  L  Ronan)  M  Moms  (Ire)  9-1 0-0 .  D  J  Casey  80 

16  41 21 F4  GO  BALLISTIC  23  (F,G,S)  (Mrs  B  Lockhart)  J  O'Shea  8-10-0 .  M  A  Fitzgerald  97 

17  11F2-14  GENERAL  WOLFE  28  (BF,G,S)  (Winning  Line  Racing)  T  Forster  8-10-0 .  L  Wyer  84 

18  4-12232  GLEM0T 113  (BF.F.G.S)  (D  Yardy)  K  Bailey  9-10-0 .  S  McNeill  73 

19  11-2553  VAUANT  WARRIOR  14  (F,G,S)  (P  Sellars)  M  Hammond  9-1 0-0 .  R  Gamtty  68 

20  5P5344  K1LLESHIN  21  (C,G,S)  (H  Manners)  H  Manners  11-10-0 . S  Curran  75 

21  50U-PP4  MASTER  BOSTON  2  (G,S)  (M  Oldham)  RWoodhouse  9-10-0 .  NON  RUNNER 

22  21-225U  STRAIGHT  TALK  133  (F.G.S)  (Mrs  C  Paterson)  PNicholls  10-10-0 .  Mr  J  Tizzard  72 

23  P0F01P  NUAFFE  38  (B,G,S)  (J  Doyle)  P  Fahy  (Ire)  12-10-0 . T  Mitchell  61 

24  011-320  NORTHERN  HIDE  24  (F.G.S)  (Northern  Hide  Ptnrs)  M  Salaman  11-10-0 .  P  Holley  74 

25  P3-1441  TURNING  TRIX  35  (G.S)  (M  Davies)  D  Nicholson  10-10-0 .  JRKavanagh  79 

26  12223F  RIVER  MANDATE  25  (V,G,S)  (Anne  Duchess  of  Westminster)  T  Forster  10-10-0.  A  Thornton  75 

27  45U5P0  GRANGE  BRAKE  25  (C.F.G.S)  (H  Mould)  N  Twiston-Davies  11-10-0 _ D  Walsh  76 

28  321142  EVANGEUCA  79  (BF,F,S)  (M  Pipe  Racing  Club)  M  Pipe  7-10-0 . .  R  Supple  68 

29  554004  BACK  BAR  20  (G.S)  (P  McCarthy)  ALT  Moore  (Ire)  9-10-0 . T  P  Treacy  66 

30  4UQ/240  DAKYNS  BOY  49  (G.S)  (A  Parker)  N  Twiston-Davies  12-10-0 _ T  J  Murphy  70 

31  554-05F  SCRIBBLER  21  (G.S)  (M  Faman)  G  McCourt  11-10-0 .  D  Fortt  59 

32  442/2-P4  CELTIC  ABBEY  23(F,G,S)  (G  Powell)  Miss  V  Williams  9-10-0 . . .  B  Powell  60 

33  11-3F33  FULL  OF  OATS  35  (BF,G,S)  (I  MacDonald)  Miss  H  Knight  11-10-0 _ .  J  Culloty  67 

34  0/5P-246  CAMELOT  KNIGHT  25  (S)  (M  Gates)  N  Twiston-Davies  11-10-0 . C  Llewellyn  68 

35  .  3P2-045  MUG0N1  BEACH  43  (B.BF.F.G.S)  (J  Ennis)  M  Pipe  12-10-0 .  J  Evans  66 

36  U223-36  PLASTIC  SPACEAGE  49  (G.S)  (G  Dalziel)  J  Old  14-10-0 .  G  Upton  66 

37  1340^0  OVER  THE  STREAM  19  (F,G)  (J  Gordon  &E  Gordon)  Miss  M  Milligan  11-10-0...  AS  Smith  59 

38  35P/1FP-  DON'T  LIGHT  UP  347  (B.G,S)  (I  Naylor)  Miss  V  Williams  11-10-0 _  Mr  R  Thomton  58 

39  32-10P6  PINK  GIN  36  (FAS)  (Mrs  M  Francis)  M  Hammond  10-10-0 . Mr  C  Bonner  58 

40  533B33  SPUFFINGTON  28  (Q,S)  (J  Clppet)  J  Gifford  9-10-0 .  PHide  58 

Long  handicap:  Lord  Gyilene  9-13,  Wyide  Hide  9-13,  Dextra  Dove  9-13,  Antonin  9-13,  Smith's  Band  9-10,  New  Co  9-9, 
Go  Ballistic  9-8,  General  Wolfe  9-8,  Glemot  9-7,  Valiant  Warrior  9-6,  Kifleshin  9-3,  Master  Boston  9-3,  Straight  Talk  9-2, 
Nuaffe  9-2,  Northern  Hide  9-0,  Turning  Trix  8-12,  River  Mandate  8-12,  Grange  Brake  8-12,  Evangelica  8-10,  Back  Bar  8-10, 
Dakyns  Boy  8-9,  Scribbler  8-8,  Celtic  Abbey  8-7,  Full  Of  Oats  8-6,  Camelot  Knight  8-6,  Mugoni  Beach  8-4,  Plastic 
Spaceage  8-2,  Over  The  Stream  8-2,  Don't  Ught  Up  8-2,  Pink  Gin  8-0,’ Spurting  ton  8-0.  • 

1996:  ROUGH  QUEST  10-10-7  M  A  Frtzgerald  (7-1  fav)  T  Casey  27  ran 

BETTING:  Coral:  9-1  Suny  Bay,  Lord  Gyilene,  Wyide  Hide,  10-1  Avro  Anson,  Go  Ballistic,  Smith's  Band,  14-1  Feathered 
Gale,  Lo  Stregone,  18-1  Antonin,  Nahthen  Lad,  20-1  General  Wolfe,  22-1  Belmont  King,  25-1  Buckboard  Bounce,  28-1 
Turning  Trix,  33-1  Dextra  Dove,  Killeshin,  Master  Oats,  40-1  New  Co.  Northem  Hide,  50-1  Bishops  Hall,  Evangelica,  Glemot, 
River  Mandate,  Straight  Talk,  Valiant  Warrior,  66-1  Celtic  Abbey,  Nuaffe,  100-1  others. 

Ladbrake:  10-1  Avro  Anson,  Go  Ballistic,  Lord  Gyilene,  Suny  Bay,  Wyide  Hide,  11-1  Lo  Stregone,  12-1  Smith's  Band,  14-1 
Antonin,  General  Wolfe,  16-1  Nahthen  Lad,  20-1  Feathered  Gale,  Turning  Trix,  25-1  Master  Oats,  28-1  Belmont  King,  Killeshin, 
33-1  Buckboard  Bounce,  40-1  Dextra  Dove,  Evangelica,  New  Co,  Northern  Hide,  River  Mandate,  50-1  Bishops  Hall,  Grange 
Brake,  66-1  Full  Of  Oats,  Celtic  Abbey,  Glemot,  Valiant  Warrior,  Straight  Talk,  100-1  Nuaffe,  Back  Bar,  Mugoni  Beach,  Pink  Gin, 
■150-1  Scribbler,  Dakyns  Boy,  Spuffington,  Camelot  Knight,  200-1  Don't  Light  Up,  Over  The  Stream,  Plastic  Spaceage. 

Tote:  8-1  Suny  Bay,  10-1  Avro  Anson,  Go  Ballistic,  Lord  Gyilene,  Wyide  Hide,  14-1  Lo  Stregone,  Nahthen  Lad,  Smith's 
Band,  16-1  Antonin,  General  Wolfe,  20-1  Belmont  King,  Buckboard  Bounce,  Feathered  Gale,  25-1  Master  Oats,  33-1  Dextra 
Dove,  40-1  Bishops  Hall,  Killeshin,  New  Co,  Turning  Trix,  50-1  others. 

William  Hill:  10-1  Avro  Anson,  Go  Ballistic,  Lord  Gyilene,  Suny  Bay,  Wyide  Hide,  12-1  Lo  Stregone,  Smith's  Band,  14-1 
General  Wolfe,  16-1  Antonin,  Nahthen  Lad,  25-1  Belmont  King,  Buckboard  Bounce,  Feathered  Gale,  Killeshin,  Master  Oats, 
33-1  Dextra  Dove,  Turning  Trix,  40-1  Evangelica,  New  Co,  River  Mandate,  Valiant  Warrior,  50-1  Bishops  Hall.  Glemot, 
Northern  Hide,  66-1  Back  Bar,  Full  Of  Oats,  Grange  Brake,  Mugoni  Beach,  Straight  Talk,  100-1  others. 
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KILLESHIN 

Jockey:  Sean  Curran 
In  excellent  form  last  year  but  has 
struggled  to  recapture  his  sparkle 
fans  term.  No  doubts  about  his 
stamina,  ground  poses  a  far  bigger 
problem.  Well  suited  by  soft 
ground,  which  he  is  unlikely  to 
encounter  here. 

Betting:  33-1 _ 

LORD  GYLLENE 
Jockey:  Tony  Dobbin 
Sure-footed  in  three  front-running 
victories  this  season  but  found  out 
in  better  class  last  time.  Wefl 
handicapped  and  stays  wqtl, 
question  mark  is  that  ground  may 
be  quicker  than  idea!  for  him. 
Chance  all  the  same. 

Betting:  10-1 
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MASTER  BOSTON^ 


I  very  much 


MASTER  OATS 
Jockey:  Norman  WDBamson 
Class  act  at  fas  best  Seventh  under 
1 1st  101b  two  years  ago  when 
attempting  to  complete  a 
Chettenham  Gold  Cup-Grand 
National  double.  Only  four  runs 
since,  without  a  win,  and  has  a  stiff 
task  on  ground  faster  than  Ideal. 
Betting:  33-1 


THE  Grand  National  coum  it  an  oval  circuit  of  two 
ntfeaand  two  turiongacorwting  erf  30  lances,  ie 

on  the  fast  dreui  and  14  on  the  second  droit  The 
only  tenon  not  jumped  twice  wThe  Chair,  which 
at  Sff  2in  is  the  highest,  and  the  water  Jump. 

Thance  was  first  run  on  Fabruary  28, 1839.  whan 
The  winner  was  the  aptly-named  Lottery.  Hb  winning 
time  was  I4min  S3S8C,  wberaes  Mr  f=rtsk,  the  19B0 
winner,  triumphed  in  fl  record  8ttwi  47.8sec. 


The  highest  number  of  flnWhws  was  23  In  1884. 
Bruce  Hobbs,  at  1 7,  was  the  youngest  Jockey  to  wtn 
the  race,  an  BalflesWp  in  1338.  whfe  Dick  Saunders, 
winning  rider  on  Grtttsr  in. 1982,  was  the  oldest  at  48. 
Mrenyear-okte  have  an  outstanding  record,  wflh  31 
victories  this  century.  Bght-year-olds  are  the  next 
moat  successful  age  bracket  with  14  winners.  Red 
Rum,  successful  In  1973, 1874  and  1977  b  the  only 
horse  to  have  won  three  Grand  Natkmata. 


text  BY  GEOftQEflAE  AND  JAMES  WfiXOUGtfiY 

f~a  MUGONI  BEACH 
Is3»  Jockey:  Jamte  Evans 

Evans  aims  to  become  first 
Australian  jockey  to  win  National 
since  Witlfam  Watidnson  scored  on 
Jack  Homer  in  1926.  Likely  to  find 
£.7.  himself  beached  on  this 

Pipe-trained  outsider  who  faces  e 
severe  test  of  his  jumping. 

Betting:  66-1 _ 

ES  NAHTHEN  LAD 

Jockey:  Jason  Titley 
Reunites  1995  Grand  National- 
winning  trainer-and-jockey  teem  of 
l-  jenny  Pitman  and  Titiey. 

►k  Last  season's  high-class  form 

approached  only  once  in  four  runs 
^6  this  term.  Chance  on  best  efforts, 
but  may  be  better  on  soft*  ground. 
Betting:  16*1 _ 

NEW  CO 

Jockey:  David  Casey 

Dogged  by  jumping  mistakes  this  : 


4s' 


managed  to  win  twice.  Regular 
rider  Conor  O’Dwyer's  decision  to 
partner  Antonin  is  hardly  a  vote' of 
confidence.  Casey  makes  his  first 
National  appearance. 

Betting:  40-1  _ _ 

NORTHERN  HIDE 
Jockey:  Paul  HoUey 
Taffy  Salaman,  who  trained 
Churchtovvn  Boy  to  finish  second 
to  Red  Rum  as  long  ago  as  1977, 
returns  to  the  Nationall  7  years 
after  his  last  attempt  However, 
holds  only  a  slim  chance  of  putting 
the  record  straight 
Betting:  40-1  _ 

NUAFFE 

Jockey:  Terry  htitchefl 
Jumping  errors,  including  a  fall  in 
the  National  two  years  ago,  are  all 
too  easily  found  m  his  record.  Onfy 
one  win  over  the  last  two  seasons 
and,  with  the  ground  riding  faster 
than  is  ideal  tor  him,  has  only 
modest  prospects. 

Betting:  66-1 


SB!  OVER  THE  STREAM 
—  Jockey:  Adie  Smith 

Thirteenth  in  last  years  National 
when  trained  by  ICm  Bailey  and 
has  since  joined  Kate  MilBgan. 
Another  completion  looks  the  limit 
of  fas  ambitions  but  gives  Smith, 
eight  years  a  jockey,  his  first  ride  to 
the  big  race.  Over  and  out 
Betting:  100-1 
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PINK  GIN 

Jockey:  Chris  Bonner 
Shares,  with  Spuffington,  the 
dubious  distinction  of  being 
officially  the  worst  horse  in  the 
race.  Stays  forever,  and  Bonner 
has  a  fine  record  over  the  big 
fences.  But  no  reason  to  think  his 
backers  will  be  feeling  in  the  pink. 
Betting:  100-1 


ETS  PLASTIC  SPACEAGE 
““  Jockey:  Guy  Upton 

Oldest  horse  In  the  field. 

Could  hardly  be  faced  wfth  a 
K  more  demandng  task,  bong 
asked  to  end  a  long  losing  run 
from  an  unfavourable  position 
in  the  handicap. 

Betting:  100-1 


RIVER  MANDATE 
Jockey:  Andrew  Thomton  ■ 
Demanding  ride  wfll  have  Thomton 
working  hard  long  before  the  finish. 
Consistent  in  lesser  company  but 
must  improve  to  win.  Wears  colours 
made  ferrous  by  the  magnificent 
Aride  and  carried  to  National 
success  by  Last  Suspect 
Betting:  50-1 _ 

SCRIBBLER 
Jockey:  Dan  Fortt 
Without  a  win  since  November 
1 994  and  this  is  some  place  to  try 
to  end  that  sequence.  Chance  not 
helped  by  a  fad  last  time  in  the 
Midlands  National  at  Uttoxeter.  . 
Not  one  to  scribble  on  a  betting 
slip  today. 

Betting:  100-1 


gjSjj  SMITH’S  BAND 
^  Jockey.  Richard  Dunwoody 
Unites  impeccable  National 
records  of  Jenny  Pitman  and 
\  Dunwoody  (two  wins  apiece). 

\  Progressive  and  should  not  be 
X  \  condemned  on  reappearance  run. 
^  Chance,  but  confidence  lessened 
by  reservations  about  stamina. 
Betting:  ZO-1 
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STRAIGHT  TALK 

Jockey:  Joe  Tizzard 

Notable  primarily  for  carrying  the 

hopes  of  17-year-old  amateur  rider 

Tizzard.  Not  particularly  wefl 

handicapped  and  efisfodged  no 

less  a  jockey  than  the  champion, 

Tony  McCoy,  over  the  National-  • 

fences  test  time  out 

Betting;  5Q-i _ 

SUNY  BAY 
Jockey:  Jamie  Osbome 
Seeks  £100,000  bonus  for 
cjmnections  after  wtnfang 
Greenafls  Grand  NationaT Trial 
Chase  at  Haydock  to  February. 

Well  handfcapped,  dassy  aid, 
despite  some  reservations  about  ;- 
me  ground,  has  a  foie  chance. 
Betting:  8-1 
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Keeping  in 
step  with 
Smith’s  Band 
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One  good  thing  about  travel¬ 
ling  the  country  by  car  is 
that  you  have  a  rare  oppor- 
turuty  to  think.  Normally  it  is  three 
hours  from  my  home  to  Ain  tree 
but  like  so  many  others  heading  to 
Liverpool  on  Thursday,  f  got 
caught  up  in  the  motorway  clo¬ 
sures.  There  was  serious  gridlock 
and,  needless  to  say,  plenty  of  time 
to  consider  the  big  race. 

It's  probably  as  well  1  am  not 
superstitious.  1  found  myself  won¬ 
dering  whether  the  chaos  was 
indicative  of  what  we  could  expect 
on  Grand  National  day.  No  racing 
event  has  greater  potential  for 
chaos  than  40  horses  charging 
around  Ain  tree. 

There’s  little  point  in  thinking  too 
hard  about  how  the  race  might 
unfold.  1  learnt  that  lesson  as  1 
approached  the  first  fence  on  my 
first  ride  in  19S5.  I'd  spent  hours 
going  through  the  runners,  making 
a  note  of  the  bad  jumpers  and 
resolving  not  to  follow  any  of  them 
into  a  fence.  Sure  enough,  as  I 
headed  for  the  first  on  West  Tip,  1 
found  myself  on  the  heels  of 
Solihull  Sport,  a  100-1  no-hoper.  He 
rushed  ahead  of  me  with  his  head 
in  the  air  and  he  jumped  right 
across  my  path.  I  was  very  fortu¬ 
nate  not  to  end  up  on  the  floor  - 
although  1  managed  to  achieve 
that,  without  outside  assistance,  at 
Becher’s  second  time  round. 


Full  form  guide  for  the 
Grand  National  ...  41 


Obviously’"  you  have  to  be  more 
aware  than  usual  of  the  loose 
horses  and  what  they  might  do. 
Otherwise.  I  try  to  ride  the  race  the 
same  as  any  other.  It’s  a  big 
occasion,  the  world  is  watching  and 
riding  in  the  National  is  always  a 
huge  thrill.  Bur  jockeys  must  keep 
their  minds  on.  the  job.  As  at 
Cheltenham,  it  is  too  easy  to  lose 
concentration.  It’s  about 
minimising  the  risks:  not  letting  the 
distractions  affect  your  perfor¬ 
mance. 

It’s  funny  how  the  Grand  Nat¬ 
ional  produces  anomalies  among 
die  statistics.  Some  fine  jockeys 
have  a  terrible  record  but  the  race 
has  been  kind  to  me.  I’ve  been  in 
the  money  seven  times  and  the 
victories ..  of  West  -Tip.  ..and 
Miinnehoraa  are  special  memories. 
This  time  1  ride  Smith's  Banid  for 
Jenny  Pitman,  whose  horse,  Supe¬ 
rior  Finish,  1  rode  into  third  place 
last  year.  There  is  no  finer  trainer 
than  Jenny  when  it  comes  to  the 
National. 

If  you  look  at  Smith'S  Band’s 
form  this  season  you  couldn’t  really 
entertain  him.  Ideally,  he  would 
have  had  another  run  but  Jenny  is 
very’  happy  with  him.  She  knows 
what  it  takes  and  1  am  encouraged 
to  hear  her  speak  so  well  of  the 
horse.  Smith’s  Band  stays  and 
jumps  well  and  had  some  solid 
form  last  season.  I’ve  never  sat  on 
him  before  —  the  ground  has  been 
too  firm  for  me  to  school  him  in  the 
build-up.  However.  I’ve  seen  plenty 


RICHARD 

DUNWOODY 


On  minimising  the 
risks  at  An  tree 


of  him  and  I’m  anticipating  a  good 
experience. 

My  approach  to  riding  the  race  is 
to  come  down  the  middle  of  the 
track.  Jenny  likes  her  horses  to  race 
down  the  inside,  so  that  aspect 
needs  to  be  settled  in  the  paddock 
beforehand.  Otherwise,  111  be  anx¬ 
ious  to  Jet  Smith's  Band  find  his 
rhythm,  which  I  believe  is  funda¬ 
mental  to  his  chance.  It’s  a  great 
feeling  to  ride  a  horse  that  responds 
to  the  unique  challenge  of  Aintree 
and  is  comfortable  with  the  pace  of 
the  race. 

On  the  first  circuit  I  wont  be  too 
concerned  about  my  position.  I'll  be 
looking  after  Smith’s  Band  as  best  I 
can.  Only  after  jumping  the  water, 
in  front  of  the  stands,  will  i  assess 
the  situation.  I’ll  be  checking  on  the 
progress  of  the  fancied  horses  and 
thinking  about  taking  up  a  pos¬ 
ition.  This  is  where  the  real  race 
starts.  The  first  circuit  is  strictly 
about  survival. 

I'll  be  keeping  a  close  eye  on 
Antonin  and  Wylde  Hide,  two 
horses  I  think  have  great  chances- 1 
was  very  impressed  with  Antonin 
at  Punchestown  last  time.  Wylde 
Hide  ran  well  before  unseating  his 
jockey  last  year  and  he  has  always 
struck  me  as  a  National  type.  Of  the 
others.  Go  Ballistic’s  fourth  in  the 
Gold  Cup  was  his  best  run  yet.  but 
he  has  fallen  three  times  in  the  last 
two  seasons;.  Suny  Bay  might  just 
lead  us  ali  a  mercy  dance.  He  stays 
well  but  thedoubt  about  him  is  that 
he  has  broken  blood  vessels  in  the 
past.  That  could  recur  at  any  time. 

Those  with  an  eye  for  detail  will 
notice  I'm  purring  up  31b  over¬ 
weight  on  Smith’s  Band  at  lOsr  31b. 

I  did  the  same  on  Superior  Finish 
last  year  —  I  don't  want  to  go  out 
there  feeling  too  rough  from  a  diet 
of  wasting  and  saunas.  Riding  in 
the  National  is  physically  exhausT- 
ing  and  all  jockeys  are  thrilled  just 
to  complete  the  course.  We  tell  each 
other  we  cannot  ask  for  more  than 
that  but  well  all  be  dreaming  just 
the  same. 

Everyone  who  leaves  the  weigh¬ 
ing  room  at  around  3.30  this 
afternoon  will  be  desperately  hop¬ 
ing  to  return  after  an  interview 
with  Desmond  Lynam- 


O’SulIevan.  in  familiar  commentary  box  pose  with  binoculars  at  the  ready,  covers  his  fiftieth  and  last  Grand  National  today 

O’Sullevan  approaches  final  furlong 
of  long  and  distinguished  career 


The  start  half  a  century  ago 
was  hardly  auspicious. 
After  one  of  his  earliest 
BBC  commentaries,  a  decidedly 
un enthusiastic  director  of  outside 
broadcasts  insisted  more  practice 
was  required.  His  mother  was 
even  more  blunt  “Darling.  I  saw 
you  on  television  yesterday  and 
you  looked  absolutely  ghastly.  I  do 
hope  you  are  never  going  to  do 
that  again." 

The  maternal  advice  was  ignored 
and  this  afternoon  "Peter 
O’SuJievaa  79.  will  dimb  the  76 
steps  to  a  commentary  position  high 
above  Aintree  racecourse  for  his 
50th — and  final — Grand  National. 
For  many,  who  choose  the  world's 
most  famous  steeplechase  for  their 
annual  ftutler.  the  race  will  never  be 
quite  the  same  again. 

The  unmistakeable  gravelly 
tones,  the  rat-a-tal-tai  delivery  and 
the  inevitable  end  of  race  crescendo 
have  made  “The  Voice"  as  much  a 
part  of  our  national  heritage  as  the 
race  itself.  And  yet,  ironically,  the 
personal  trademarks  imitated  by 
the  likes  of  Mike  Yarwood  and  Rory 
Bremner  were  the  very  reasons 
O’SulIevan  came  in  for  criticism 
when  be  firsi  began  spieling  in  the 
post-War  years. 

“My  voice  used  to  go  up  and  1 
could  not  get  the  damn  thing 


Richard  Evans  speaks  to  the  man  who  has 
been  “the  voice  of  racing”  for  50  years 


down,  ll  was  probably  the  pres¬ 
sure  and  the  excitement  which 
raised  it  Certainly,  1  was  widely 
criticised  for  talking  too  quickly.  I 
have  letters  from  Peter  Dimmock 
when  he  became  head  of  outside 
broadcasts  saying  I  must  talk 
slower." 

No  instant  success;  no  great 
encouragement  and,  all  those 
years  ago,  virtually  no  facilities  to 
work  from,  which  exposed  O’Suil- 
evan’s  fragile  health  to  the  worst  of 
nature's  dements.  "This  is  one  of 
the  great  mysteries:  how  I  have 
survived  physically  for  this  long 
because  it  is  not  as  though  I  set  off 
with  any  great  advantage  in  that 
respecL  I  had  a  very  moderate 
chest,  a  tendency  to  bronchitis  and 
flu,  so  it  is  amazing. 

“I  went  regularly  from  Lincoln 
to  Liverpool  with  the  Du.  Three 
days  at  the  Carholme  and  you 
cannot  imagine  how  bleak  and 
cold  if  was.  The  most  Arctic  day  on 
Die  Rowley  mile  at  Newmarket 
was  like  the  Cote  d’Azur  by 
comparison,  it  was  unbelievable: 
it  would  cut  right  through  you.  So 
it  was  a  most  unlikely  career. 


What  compounds  the  improbabil¬ 
ity  is  the  duration Indeed,  at  the 
start  of  this  decade,  the  idea  of 
completing  50  Grand  Nationals 
seemed  the  longest  of  long  shots. 

A  few  long-priced  equine  outsid¬ 
ers  have  been  called  home  —  and 
tipped  or  backed — during  his  half 
century  and  for  O’SuUevan,  the 
Grand-  National  is  the  race  which 
touches  the  nerve  of  the  nation,  “it 
is  without  question  the  tops.  The 
Derby  is  exhilarating  and  exciting 
for  different  reasons,  but  the 
National  is  elevated  to  this  emo¬ 
tional  level  by  one's  admiration 
for  both  horses  and  riders;  the 
challenge  that  they  face  and  for  the 
sheer  athletic  achievement  of  the 
winning  combination." 

The  victory  of  Merryman  II  in 
I960  holds  special  memories.  He 
suggested  to  Miss  Winnifrcd  Wal¬ 
lace.  owner  of  the  hunter  chaser, 
that  Neville  Crump  would  be  the 
ideal  trainer.  O’Sullevan  had  an 
ante-post  tickle  months  before  the 
race  —  £1,000- £28  to  win  and  £50- 
£10  to  complete  the  first  circuit  — 
and  then  called  him  home  in  what 
was  the  first  televised  National. 


“The  equipment  we  had  was 
diabolical.  The  monitor  was 
dreadful  and  there  were  all  the 
ingredients  for  disaster.  The  pro¬ 
ducer  was  screaming  and  there 
were  plenty  of  panic  stations.  At 
the  end  1  felt  rung  out  like  a  rag 
but  apparently  the  broadcast  had 
gone  well  and  Merryman  won. 
Everything  had  come  right" 

The  National  without 
O'Sullevan  will  seem  like  More- 
cambe  without  Wise:  strawberries 
without  cream.  And  yet  it  could 
have  been  all  very  different  If  he 
could  have  foreseen  the  “appall¬ 
ing"  way  the  BBC  stopped  cover¬ 
ing  the  Derby  and  lost  other 
prestige  meetings,  he  might  have 
taken  a  generous  financial  offer  to 
join  ITV  years  ago.  Even  now,  he 
sympathises  with  recent  criticism 
of  the  BBC’s  rather  staid  style  of 
presenting  day-lo-day  raring. 

Today  he  has  more  important 
matters.  The  Princess  Royal  will 
unveil  a  bust  of  O’Sullevan  after 
the  first  race  before  joining  him  in 
the  commentary  box.  And  (hen 
there  is  his  last  National  call.  “1 
am  not  very  relaxed  until  the  race 
has  started  but  once  it  is  underway 
I  fed  I  am  with  them  . . This 
afternoon  hundreds  of  millions  of 
viewers  around  the  globe  will  be 
with  him. 


Lo  Stregone 
has  history 
on  his  side 
in  National 
challenge 

By  Jack  Waterman 


IN  JUST  over  the  past  two  decades 
a  sea-change  has  taken  place  in  the 
character  of  the  Martell  Grand 
National.  Tire  fences,  of  course, 
have  been  modified  but  still  need 
jumping,  as  was  strikingly  proved 
in  the  John  Hughes  Trophy  Chase 
this  ’Thursday  when  only  nine  of 
the  20  starters  completed  the 
course.  Of  more  significance,  how¬ 
ever.  is  a  remarkable  shift  in  the 
most  common  age  of  winners. 

Traditionally,  this  used  to  be 
nine:  from  1946  up  to  1974.  Hof  this 
age  group  succeeded,  plus  eight 
eight-year  olds  and  only  six  older 
horses.  Bui  from  1975  onwards,  the 
break-down  has  become:  five 
12-year  olds,  six  11-year  olds  and 
four  ten-year  olds,  with  only  four 
aged  nine,  and  two  aged  eight. 

Handicap 

In  the  same  period  from  1975,  only 
two  winners  have  run  off  the 
minimum  weight  of  ten  stone.  The 
other  19  were  all  in  the  handicap 
proper.  Today,  there  are  only  nine 
in  that  category,  and,  because  the 
'participation  of  Master  Oats  has 
given  such  a  lopsided  look  to  the 
weights,  consideration  can  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  fancied  runners  such  as 
Lard  Gyllene.  Wylde  Hide  and 
Antonin,  who  are  only  a  pound  out 
of  the  handicap- 

Stamina 

Those  with  ability  to  see  out  the 
extreme  distance  indude  Lo 
Stregone.  Lord  Gyllene  and  Suny 
Bay. 

Betting 

Outright  favourites  have  a  poor 
record:  only  two  have  succeeded  in 
the  past  lb  runnings,  including 
Rough  Quest,  who  led  the  belting 
market  at  7-1  last  year.  Yet  other 
well-backed  horses  frequently  suc¬ 
ceed.  Favourites  apart,  in  the  past 
quarter-century,  14  winners  have 
been  priced  between  15-2  and  16-1. 

Trained  In  Ireland 
Five  horses  take  part  on  the  150th 
anniversary  of  their  first  triumph, 
with  Matthew  in  1847.  L’Escargot 
in  1975  was  the  most  recent  success, 
however.  Notably  Wylde  Hide  and 
Antonin  will  be  going  for  a  change 
of  luck  tliis  afternoon. 

Jockeys 

Richard  Dun  woody  has  the  best 
record  with  two  victories,  and  four 
other  times  in  the  first  four.  Other 
winning  riders  are  Jason  Utley. 
Mick  Fitzgerald  and  Carl 
Llewellyn. 

Trainers 

Jenny  Pitman  richly  deserves  her 
title  of  "Queen  of  Aintree":  two 
winners  and  four  lesser  places. 
Kim  Bailey.  Gordon  Richards,  Tun 
Forster  and  Martin  Pipe  are  others 
with  past  victories. 

Verdict 

LO  STREGONE  is  given  the  vote 
over  Lord  GyUene,  Antonin  and.. 
Nahthen  Lad. 
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A'h  mites.  Aintree  3.45pm,  Live  on  BBC  TV. 


INSTANT  FREEPHONE 

BETTING 


Using  your  SWITCH  or  DELTA  Bank  or 
Building  Society  debit  cards.  Stakes  are 
debited  from  your  account  Winnings  are 
credited  lcyouraceount  (within  3  working  days). 
_ RING  TODAY  -  BET  TODAY 
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WMWtbeephone* 

WOO  88 22  66 

(Minimum  tote! 


TELEPHONE  betting  services 
OPEN  FROM  8.00AM  TODAY 


WIN  UP  TO  £1  MILLION 


ON  AINTREE  RACES  TODAY, | 


M/i  Avro  Anson 
KV1  Go  Ballistic 
Kin  Lord  Gyllene 
10/1  Suny  Bay 
Wt  wy Me  Hide 
U/1  Lo  Stregone 
0/1  Smith’s  Band 
14/1  General  Wolfe 
16/1  Antonin 
16/1  Nahthen  Lad 
25/1  Belmont  King 
2S/1  Budtboard  Bounce 
25/1  Feathered  Gale 
25/1  KiKeshrn 
25/1  Master  Oats 
33/1  Dextra  Dove 
33/1  Turning  Wx 
40/1  Evangelica 
40/1  New  Co 
40/1  River  Mandate 


40/1  Valiant  Warrior 
Son  Bishops  Hall 
50/1  Glemot 
SO/1  Northern  Hide 
66/1  Bark  Bar 
66/1  Full  Of  Oats 
66/1  Grange  Brake 
66/1  Mugoni  Beach 
66/1  Straight  Talk 
KMV1  Camelot  Knight 
100/1  Celtic  Abbey 
100/1  Dakyns  Boy 
100/1  Nuaffe 

100/1  Scribbler 
150/1  Pink  Gin 
60/1  Plastic  Spaceage 
SSO/1  Spuffington 
200/1  Over  The  Stream 
250/1  Don't  Light  Up 
N/R  Master  Boston 
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WIN  UP  TO  £500,000  I  PLACE  ONLY  BETTING 


-  Aluroee  „  amors.  I  ON  MOST  GRAM)  NATIONAL  RUNNERS. 
ON  AINTREE  PLACEPOTS. - 1  ,/4  ^  qqds  A  PLACE  OR  BETTER.' 


•One  Million  SI  Free  Bets  will  be  given 
away  today  lone  per  customer). 
Redeemable  from  Monday  April  rtb»  1 
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YESTERDAYS  RESULTS 


Aintree 

Going:  good 

2.00  I2m  Jl  hdtei  1.  SAN  MARTINO  [H 
Duwvwxt.'.  6-1 1  lav.  Private  Handfcapper's 
■jop  rating).  2.  CourbarU  (N  WBamson.  10- 
U  3.  Hurd  ante  (MA  Fitgerald.  20-11  ALSO 
RAN  7  Doano's  Beene  (5»h>.  9  Liso  De  Paw 
(fidij.  11  John  Drumm.  12  Far  Ahead  (4tfi). 
IrJIucnte  £0  Easy  (pul.  50 

Nrcau  Maie  10  ran  NR  Ever  Hessed. 
Marfflfci  r-f.  I!«.  sh  hd,  2W.  *tf.  O 
Nchalson  at  TameJe  Gumng  Tore  El  80. 
Ci  30.  Li »  £5  *  DF  £6 10  Tr«-  £78  00 
CSF  nm 

235  C?m  41  ch)  1.  MARTHA'S  SON  |C  Llew¬ 
ellyn.  ■5-21. 2  Strong  Promise  (N  WSomson, 
a-1  lavi  3.  Wong  Flagship  (H  DunvwxxJy. 
11-4|  ALSO  RAN  4  AsL  Tom  Mthj  4  ran  51. 
3:?1.  201  T  Foma  at  Downton  Tae  S3  30 
DF  £4  70  CSF1  £7  38 
3.10  tin  11  chn.  CYBORGO  (R  Dunwotfc. 

I  >6  lav).  2  The  Las*  FSng  (R  Guest.  1 1-2|. 
3.  Judicious  Captain  (Mi  C  Srorey.  33-1) 
ALSO  RAN1 9-2  Beat  Claw  (uri,  6  ButAhouw 
Boy  if).  ChofweJl  Cunairs  ipo).  11  Crown 
Equerry  (pul  7  ran.  3M.  t*st  M  Pipe  at 
Wrfirvqion  Tote  £230.  £1.70.  C230  DF 
ES  70  CSF  £9  £3 

3.45  i2m  61  CM  1.  BUIE  CHEEK  (Mr  R 
Thornton.  9-2).  2.  HtgtVarKknan  (Mr  C 
VMtson.  20-V,  3.  Abootsham  (Mi  E  Jane*. 
33-1)  ALSO  RAN  15-6  lav  Mr  Boston  (1|,  5 
Cniipouf  ill.  8  Tnfasr  Lad  l&b|.  7  Country 
Tarroqen  (fi.  14  Young  Nimrod  (Situ.  20  Man 
Raid  fij  JO  Highway  Five  (•).  66  K  Cl  Dancer 
t4!M.  100  Farmgo.  Ftnosicwn.  Grew  PoUry. 
14  ran  in.  ll.  1V.I.  3M.  ia  J  Mahon  at 
Strsttora-Upon-Lvon  T de  £540.  £190. 
C3  70.  £1650  DF:  551.00  Tno1  D.2B4  10 
CSF.  £79  82 

4  JO  i3m  1  ityd  hdte>  1.  FOREST  IVORY  (R 
janrson  ll-2j,  2.  Private  Peace  (CFSaen. 

II  -2i.  3.  Mantmore  Towers  (B  FoweH.  S-11 
ALSO  RAN  100-30  lav  Yahmi  t4ih].  10 
Salmon  Bieece  |pu1.  Tam;  Bridge  fur).  14 
Sp'inq  Double  (pu).  Sorrily  PassafiB.  If 
Ladv  Peta  (6ih).  SDver  Thyne  (puj.  25  Ryng 
Gurnet  (5.7)1.  33  Hand  Woven  12  ran  Sh 
rvi  51.  141. 28L  141  D  Nchoteon  ai  Term*! 
Guwna  Tote:  E7  50:  £2  60.  £1  70.  £1  80 
DF.  £1550  Ti»  £2690.  CSF  £33  72 

4  50  (2m  4!  htfcj  1.  GADOUGQLD  )C  F 
S.van.  8-1).  2.  Sherfltmulr  (Mr  R  Thornton. 
10-1 1,  3  Ambiesida  (D  Bridgwater.  )6-ij 
ALSO  RAN  4-1  lav  Perry  A  Day  HI.  5  Oates 
Cavaier,  6  Casfle  S«9i»p  (Ddl.  7  Asfw*  Boy 
i6iri|.  fi  Aflagaion  (5th|.  Frcldey.  9  Oulsei 
(4riw  33  Lucky  Bias.  Tracer  Hero  1 2  ran 
HR.  Well  Armed  41. 1.1, 1  'at.  141. 61.  M  Pipe  m 
WeUitgion  Tote  El  1.00.  ££B0.  £3.30. 
£4.90  DF  ££2  70  Tno  E4I970  CSF. 
£3357  Tncasl  £1.161  70. 

S20  |jm  ll  cm  1.  UNGUIDED  WBSSILE  IR 
Dum-.oody  7'<3.  Z  Cab  On  Target  (N 
rtirtamsnn  100-30  lav).  3.  Bertww  (C 
0  Dwyer.  6-1)  ALSO  RAN.  7-2  Call  It  A  Day 
Ktn».  6  All  For  Luc*.  J6ih).  9  Rvel&gh  Builds 
(5tti).  33  Wutfcnp  (pu)  7  ran.  NH:  General 
Pasture  I  'M  31. 1 W.  3. 71  G  Retards  a 
Greysicic  Tote’  £320.  £2.10,  £1.80.  DF’ 
£J  50  CSF  £13  HI  TncasJ  £43.78. 
Jackpot:  £5,919  40. 

Ptettpoc  £609.40  Ouadpoc  £68.90. 

Lingfield  Park 

Gong,  turn  (kit  course),  standard 
laiUveeiher! 

Z2Q  i5f)  1,  Barm  Ingham  Blade  (Martin 
D.yyef.  33-1):  2.  loen  Usd  (33- 1|:  3. 
Flarmria  Ember  (Ml  Days  Qi  Grace  11-8 
:a.  Tran  NR- Nanoushka  Hd  hd  K ivory 
Tote.  £3000-  £3  30.  £5  40  DF-  £6920 
CSF.  £62619 

235  i,e>i  1.  mtisab  (G  Caner.  4-7  Lav).  2. 
Maiau  (5-1).  3.  Deep  Water  113-2).  6  ran 
vi  41  R  ArmsBonq  Tote.  £190.  £1.10, 
£2  40  DF  £4  10  CSF  £388. 


330  (im  21.  AWI  1.  Anak-Ku  [Angela 
Gaitonwe.  14-lj.  2.  Pmonomasla  (33- tj;  3. 
Snanghar  LB  (B-1)  Smeei  Si^^wsin  15-S 
lav  lOran  V-L  1HI  MKsGReiteway  Tow 
E19  60:  £5  40.  £6  30.  £1  10  DF.  £154  50 
Tno  £350  50  CSF  £355  83  Tricasr 
C3.553.44 

4.05  (71)  1.  Barba&on  (Candy  Mortis,  4-11; 
2.  Enlon  (7-2  p-latfl'.  3.  Fiate  (7-2  (t-tev) 
SJatoyoff  7-2  (Hav  7  ran  NR  Sharp 
Shuttle  i  <?i.  sh  hd  GL  Moore.  Tale  £5  SO. 
£2 SO.  £140  OF  ££70  CSF  £1744. 
Tncasl  £48  91. 

4.40  |lm  21.  AW)  1.  DavosW  (M  Hite,  5-2). 
2.  Protocol  (11-8  lav).  3,  Around  ForeAlhss 
tio-l).  7  ran  1  Kl.  r*.  B  Hdb  Tow  £260: 
Ct  40.  E2  10  DF  £2  60.  CSF  £6  02. 

5.10  (61.  AW)  l.Apoflo  Red  (Candy  Monte. 
6- 1 );  2,  Hobo  Mag*:  I6-U.3.  (ntiaasii  (25-I| 
Purple  Ftng  3-1  lav.  12  ran  2yrf.  3  41  G  L 
Moore  Tote  £5  00.  £130.  £400.  £9.00 
DF:  £1860  Tno.  £15720  CSF:  £4869 
Tncasl  £829.76 

Ptacapot  £10.649.70  (part  won.  Pool  Cfl 
CS.83S.49  canted  forward  to  Aintree 

today). 

Quad  pot  £27.00. 

Sedgefield 

Going-,  good  to  hrm 

2.10  On  SI  I  toyd  hctlet  i.  Amazing  Sal  (4 
S  Smith.  B-1 1. 2  Nne  Sprue  150-1).  3.  Canon 
Lady  (6-1).  Mfcfc  The  Yank  3-1  tav  15  ran  5H. 
1*1  Me&MMifoan  Tote  £10  70:  £4.00. 
£89  30.  £2  70.  DF  £284  90  Tno-  na  wan 
(coot  ol  £152  02  earned  IcmMard  to  3  45  at 
Akvree  today)  CSF-  £34800.  ■  Tncasl. 
£2.374  91 

2.45  (2m  If  hde)  1.  S8ver  Minx  (G  Lee. 
6-1).  £.  Domond  Beach  [2-1  lavi  3.  So 
Clerks  (S-g  13  ran  3l.  TUI  MrsMRevetey 
Tote  £6.30:  £2  00.  £150.  £200  DF’ 
£10.30  Tno.  £12  00  CSF  Cl  7  96 
&2D(2m  lltydch)  1.  Tnpafch  jA Dobbin, 
94  Ijv).  a  IMwegaei  Wiflte  (33.11:  3. 
Tram's  Hope  (50-1)  11  ran.  NL  9  MW 
Easlfiitw.  Tote.  £290.  £1.10.  £420.  £6 10 
DF:  £33  10.  Tnof  £169  80  (pan  won  Poolri 
£21764  earned  lorwad  lo  3.45  ai  Amtue 
today).  CSF-  £62.28. 

3.55  (2rii  SI  eh]  t.RUfidcAirlWDwari.g-Ai- 
2.  The  Toaster  (2-1  tav).  3,  Raw  De  Vaise 

S -2)  5  ran  NR-  German  Legend  2H  71  J 
zgeraJd  To»:  £290;  £1.30,  El  20  DF’ 
££  BO.  CSF-  £6.79. 

490  (3m  3(  ch)  1.  Greeranount  Lad  (Mr  P 
Comtorth.  10-1  >  lav).  2.  Lb  Map  11 2-1).  3. 
Upwel(3-1)  Srer.6i.-3i  JComlorth  Tore 
E'. 80,  £190.  £1.40  DF  £1150  CSF: 
£10  44 

5.00  (2m  If  hcle)  1.  Gtenugie  IN  BcnUey, 
5-2  tav).  2,  5Mddaw  Samt«  (3-1),  3. 
Highland  WSy  (5-1).  10  rarj.  1«l.  1  tt.  G 
Moore.  Tote  £340;  £1  40.  £2  40.  £2.10 
DF-  £1520  Tra-  £5740  CSF  E27.U3. 
Trttasi  110594 

PtoCQJOt  £66.40.  Quadpot  £10.50. 

TODAY’S  PCHNT-TO-PCWVT  MEETINGS: 
Bramham  Moor  at  Wctneiby.  Inade  NH 
course  {Ire*  race  1 00):  Ctam  ai  Htwick.  2m 
IV  rt  Chep5Ww  ( 1.00,:  Fa awiam  at  Conen- 
ham,4mNotCamtypdne(1  45).  Royal  Arrt- 
tery  at  LaiMril,  5m  Not  Amesfiuty  n  00) 

TOMORROW:  Botvor  a  Ganhorpe,  fim  E 
ei  Metron  Mowoay  (2001.  Blactmore  & 
SpaMcrd  Vote  at  Charton  Horettiotnc-,  5m 
ME  o(  Shertjome  (2001.  Cheshire  Forest  at 
TaE4ey.  1m  W  ol  Knusfcrd  (2.00),  Jedlorast 
at  Fnars  Haugh,  W  of  Kelso  (2  00).  Silverteh 
ai  Black  Forest  Locfqe.  5m  SVY  ot  Exeter 
ll  30l,  TivysKJe  ai  Pantyderi.  6m  W  ol 
Newcastle  Errtyri  (100).  West  Kent  at 
PenshutM.  2m  Sol  Wwn  (1 30). 

TUESDAY:  Hsyttirop  at  Haytlvop.  2m  NE  ol 
Chipipng  Norton  (2  05). 


A 
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Even  if  you've  never  had  a  flutter,  Ladbrokes  make  it  simple  for  you 
to  join  in  the  fun  with  special  easy-to-complete  betting  slips  and  a 
warm  welcome.  Call  in  today  from  9am.  or,  if  you  prefer,  phone  us  on 
the  number  below  to  place  your  Grand  National  bet  Good  Luck! 


THE  MARTELL  GRAND  NATIONAL 


4m  4f.  Handicap  Chase.  Aintree,  3.45pm.  Live  cm  BBC. 


10/1  Avro  Anson  20/1  Feathered  Gale  40/1  River  Mandate  1D0/1  Nuaffe 

10/1  Go  Ballistic  20/1  Tuming  Trix  Bishops  Hall  100/1  Pink  Gin 

10 n  Lord  Gyllene  25/1  Master  Oats  50/1  Grange  Brake  150/1  Camelot  Knight 

IQ/1  Suny  Bay  28/1  Belmont  King  66/1  Celtic  Abbey  150/1  Dakyns  Boy 

IQ/1  Wylde  Hide  28/1  Killeshin  66/1  Full  of  Oats  150/1  Scribbler 

11/1  Lo  Stregone  33/1  Buckboard  B.  66/1  Glemot  150/1  Spuffington 

12/1  Smith's  Band  48/1  Dextra  Dove  6fi/l  Straight  Talk  200/1  Don’t  Light  Up 

14/1  Antonin  40/1  Evangelica  68/1  Valiant  Warrior  200/1  Over  The  Stream 

14/1  General  Wolfe  40/1  New  Co  100/1  Back  Bar  200/1  Plastic  Spaceage 

10/1  Nahthen  Lad  40/1  Northern  Hide  100/1  Mugoni  Beach  .  ‘Master  Boston 

Trainer  states  nan-runner 

Each  Way  one-quarter  the  odds  a  place  1,2, 3,4, 

In  ths  ewnl  d  any  vrtMrawallsI  SP  ptacs  terms  and  TattarcaHs  rate  4(c)  my  apply 
These  prices  may  fcava  duexi  sircft  (to  amptper  was  priautd. 

For  bemrr  latest  Prices,  page  LaOnkBS  feWed  SOB  (04)  or  can  Into  vj  Latftnttessftop. 

For  all  other  bets,  call  0800  524  524 _ 


LINES  OPEN  FROM  8AM  TODAY 

0990  524  524 


1:  Have  yoar  Switch  or  Delta  card  ready. 

2:  Call  our  Hotline  (win  and  each  way, 
single  bets  only)  any  time  from  8.00am. 

Avoid  the  rash  -  bet  earfy. 

■MinloalCIOEOtadftall  Catorenwst  b*  18  or  over.  UdlmAea  tetephanB  WUrtB  rules  apply  0990  tads  rairawl  raft  HanwHA2  7JW. 

Prica*  3*&(9et  !a  faatiiflm. 


3:  You  bats  most  total  at 
leas!  £10.  (eg:  lx  £10 
win,  or  2  x  £2.50  e/w.) 


For  the  National,  Ladbrokes  are  favourite. 


—  h 
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44  SPORT 


TENNIS:  BRITISH  HOPES  REJUVENATED  AS  DAVIS  CUP  NOVICE  PROVES  TOO  TALL  AN  ORDER  FOR  BLACK 

Richardson  rises  to  the  challenge 


ByAux  Ramsay 

FROM  the  very  depths  of 
gloom  and  despondency,  An¬ 
drew  Richardson  emerged  as 
the  British  Davis  Cup  team's 
imiikeliest  hero  yesterday. 
With  Zimbabwe  1-0  up  in  their 
Euro- African  zone  group  one 
tie,  thanks  to  Jamie  Delgado’S 
spectacular  collapse  in  the 
opening  match.  Richardson 
fought  through  his  first  five- 
set  encounter  to  beat  Byron 
Black  3-6, 6-4, 1-6.64,64. 

Chosen  as  Britain’s  No  2 
player,  he  was  expected  to  be 
little  more  than  cannon  fodder 
against  Zimbabwe's  leading 
player,  who  is  the  only  man 
ranked  in  the  top  SO  to  be 
appearing  at  Crystal  Palace 
this  weekend.  The  only  hint  of 
hope  had  been  Black's  wary, 
approach  to  playing  tall  left¬ 
handers.  When  he  came  to 
London  he  assumed  he  would  ' 
be  playing  —  and  worrying 
about  —  Greg  Rusedski. 
Instead,  while  Rusedski 
nursed  a  wrist  injury  that  may 
keep  him  out  of  Wimbledon 


i-i  - 


JUTS  {G8  names  Brat):  J  Delgado  Ion 
to  W  Bfeck  2-6, 6-3. 6-1.  &3;  A  RS&dson 
bt  B  Black  3-6.  M,  1-6,  M,  6-4. 

TO  PVAY'.Tocte*  OGV.  N  Qroal  andWPt*- 
choy  vBBlat*  and  WBtacJt  Tomorrow  po): 
Ddgado  vB  Black  FfchanteonvW  Black. 


this  year,  he  found  himself  up 
against  6ft  Tin  Richardson. 
The  outcome  was  much  the 
same. 

Richardson  started  nervous¬ 
ly,  losing  his  service  in  the 
opening  game  and  never  able 
to  get  back  on  level  terms.  It 
seemed  to  be  the  beginning  of 
a  fairly  rapid  end  for  Britain, 
especially  after  Richardson 
lost  an  early  advantage  in  the 
second  set.  Eventually, 
though,  be  got  his  booming 
service  going.  In  total  he 
thumped  down  22  aces,  keep¬ 
ing  Black  an  the  back  foot  and, 
by  the  end  of  the  fourth  set.  ft 
was  Blade  who  was  looking 
flustered. 

Richardson’s  reach,  height 
and  strength  were  beginning 
to  pay  dividends.  Going  for 
almost  every  shot  and  show¬ 
ing  little  fear,  he  nailed  Black 


Richardson  shows  the  poise,  power  and  determination  that  took  him  to  an  unexpected  victory  for  Britain  at  Crystal  Palace  yesterday 


with  backhands  down  the  line 
and  across  the  court  He  tried 
his  luck  at  the  net  but  when 
he  was  forced  into  long  rallies 
hum  tiie  back  of  the  court  he 
traded  shots  with  growing 
confidence.  With  neither  man 
able  to  gain  the  advantage  in 
the  fourth  set  until  the  very 
end,  ft  was  Black,  the  world 
No  46.  who  crumbled,  sacrific¬ 
ing  his  service  and  the  set  with 
a  double  fault 
Entering  new  territory  in 
.the  fifth  set  Richardson  had 
the  crowd  —  a  full  house  at 
2300  —  cheering  as  he  broke 
for  a  4-2  lead.  He  lost  his  own 


service  straightaway  but  there 
was  a  feeling  in  the  air  that  he 
was  the  man  of  the  moment 
He  went  all  out  for  the  Black 
service,  puxnpng  two  winning 
forhands  down  the  line.  As  the 
second  left  Blade  stranded,  the 
tall  but  self-effacing  Briton 
looked  as  if  he  could  not  quite 
believe  what  he  had  done. 

David  Lloyd.  the  Britain 
captain,  who  had  had  a  re¬ 
signed  look  about  him  as  the 
match  began,  knew  exactly 
what  Richardson  had  ach¬ 
ieved.  He  had  never  seen  a 
Davis  Cup  debut  like  it  To 
come  bade  like  that  after 


starting  of  nervously ' 
tastic,”  he  said.  “From 


was  fan¬ 
tastic,"  he  said.  “From  there  he 
went  from  strength  to 
strength.  It  was  a  terrific 
performance." 

Delgado  had  only  flattered 
to  deceive  at  the  beginning  of 
die  first  rubber,  against 
Wayne  Black,  Byron  Is  youn¬ 
ger  brother.  Storming  away 
with  the  first  set  he  found 
himself  playing  an  opponent 
pertrified  with  stage  fright 
That  gave  the  20-year-old  Brit¬ 
ish  NoS  a  chance  to  show 
what  he  could  do. 

Taking  Black’s  service  apart 
with  his  backhand  returns. 


keeping  him  confined  to  defen¬ 
sive  duties  on  the  baseline 
with  a  range  of  shots  that 
belied  his  world  ranking  of 
No  260.  When  it  came  to  the 
crunch,  however,  a  set  ahead 
and  serving  to  level  the  scores 
at  44,  he  made  a  crucial 
error.  Jumping  to  put  away  a 
smash  on  game  point  he  took 
his  eye  off  tiie  ball  and 
dumped  it  into  the  net  Two 
points  later  he  was  5-3  down 
and  drowning. 

The  errors  had  already 
started  to  creep  into  his  game 
by  then,  and,  once  Black  had 
taken  the  second  set,  they 


came  thick  and  fast  In  all  he 
served  13  double  faults,  three 
of  them  on  break  points,  as  he 
collapsed  quickly  and  quietly 
to  lose  2-6,  6-3.  6-1,  6-3.  It  was 
rather  as  Black  had  expected, 
in  the  light  of  his  opponent's 
racing  start  “Jamie  was  just 
too  good  for  me  in  the  first  set 
and  I  kind  of  expected  a  let 
down,  but  maybe  not  quite 
such  a  let  down,”  he  said.  “He 
started  missing  his  first  serves 
and  that  gave  me  more 
chances.” 

Lucidly  for  Lloyd,  Richard¬ 
son  was  on  hand  to  revive 
Britain's  hopes. 
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RUGBY  LEAGUE 

Injuries  threaten 
early  surge 
by  raging  Bulls 


By  Christopher  Irvine 


WITH  two  forwards  in  plaster 
and  another  suspended. 
Bradford  Bulls  are  in  a  pos¬ 
ition  where  they  cannot  afford 
any  more  injuries  or  indisci¬ 
pline  to  undermine  their  pos¬ 
ition  at  the  top  of  the  Stones 
Super  League. 

Warren  Jowitt,  who  broke 
his  ankle  in  the  victory  at 
Castleford  on  Tuesday,  and 
Jeremy  Donougher,  injured 
earlier  in  the  season,  will 
definitely  miss  the  Silk  Cut 
Challenge  Cup  final  against  St 
Helens  on  May  3.  Unless 
Brian  McDermott’s  appeal 
against  a  four-match  ban  for 
striking  three  opponents  in  the 
semi-final  defeat  of  Leeds  Rhi¬ 
nos  is  successful,  he  wOl  only 
be  available  for  one  league 
match  before  Wembley. 

In  the  fall-out  from  that 
notorious  semi-final,  Mat¬ 
thew  Elliott,  the  Bradford 
coach,  has  escaped  a  possible 
disrepute  charge  for  his  post- 
match  criticisms  of  the  referee, 
but  his  injury  problems  are 
mounting.  “Our  depth  is  being 
tested  and  we  certainly  can’t 
afford  any  more  injuries,”  he 
said. 

The  London  Broncos  side 
that  Bradford  overcame  with 
ease  on  the  road  to  Wembley 
will  be  a  different  proposition 
at  Odsal  tomorrow  night 
They  are  unbeaten  in  three 
outings  and  are  tucked  behind 
Bradford,  who  have  played 
one  match  fewer,  in  a  clutch  of 
six  teams  on  six  points. 

Shaun  Edwards  must  settle 
for  a  third  appearance  on  the 
bench,  with  Josh  White  in  a 
rich  vein  of  form  at  scrum 
half.  Tony  Currie,  the  London 
coach,  has  named  an  un¬ 
changed  starting  team,  but  the 
addition  to  the  squad  of  Mat¬ 
thew  Salter,  the  Great  Britain 
Academy  prop,  has  further 
strengthened  the  English 
contingent  in  the  Broncos’ 
mainly  Australian  line-up. 

Not  surprisingly.  Waiting- 
ton  Wolves  stick  with  the  side 
that  defeated  Wigan  Warriors 


on  Monday  for  the  visit  of 
Oldham  Bears,  which  wil]  be. 
Darryl  Van  De  Velde'S  first 
game  in  charge  at  Wfider- 
spool.  Oldham  are  without  a 
Super  League  win.  but  the  side 
have  been  reassured  by  Andy 
Goodway  that  he  will  be 
staying  as  coach  until  the  end 
of  tiie  season: 

Goodway  had  hinted  at 
resignation,  joining  the  recent 
trend  that  has  seen  four  of  the 
12  Super  League  clubs  part 
company  with  their  coaches 
after  only  three  weeks  of  the 
campaign.  Goodway  was 
mentioned  in  relation  to  the 
job  at  Castleford.  before  John' 
Joyner's  departure  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  but  that  vacancy  is  being 
advertised  and  Mick  Morgan 
has  taken  temporary  charge 


Bobbie  Goidding  returns  to 
the  St  Helens  team  tonight 
after  serving  a  six-match  ten 
for  a  high  tackle.  Goulding 
will  resume  his  half-back 
partnership  with  Tommy 
Martyn.  who  is  returning 
from  injury,  for  the  Stones 
Super  League  match  away  to 
Paris  Saint-Germain. 


for  the  visit  tomorrow  to 
Sheffield  Eagles. 

Castleford,  who  are  without 
the  injured  trio  of  Dean  Samp¬ 
son,  Grant  Anderson  and 
Nathan  Sykes,  move  Andrew 
Schick  from  the  bench  to  the 
second  row  and  Richard  Rus¬ 
sell  replaces  Lee  St  HDaire  at 
hooker.  Sheffield  have  shuf¬ 
fled  their  back  division  after 
the  defeat  at  St  Helens  cm 
Monday.  Whetu  Taewa  is 
moved  from  the  wing  into  the 
centre  and  Keith  Senior  and 
Nick  Pinkney  are  partnered 
cm  the  left  side. 

John  Pendlebury  is  unde¬ 
feated  in  three  matches  in 
charge  of  Halifax  Blue  Sox. 
who  entertain  a  Salford  Reds 
side  whose  unbeaten  league 
record  will  be  severely  tested. 


Glory  in  absurd 
pillar  of  Wisden 


THE  latest  edition  of 
Wisden  emerges,  and  the 
Editor's  worm  hammer 
mercilessly  at  various  mud¬ 
dled.  confused,  incompetent 
and  bloody-minded  persons 
of  English  cricket,  while 
celebrating  tiie  glories  of  the 
game — many  of  which  lie  in 
its  absurdities. 

The  now  annual  treasure 
trove,  the  Index  of  Unusual 
Occurrences,  includes:  bats¬ 
man  reaches  Test  century 
during  tea  interval  bogus 
batsman  faces  ball;  England 
match  abandoned  through 
boredom;  Muntjac  fawn  in 
members'  enclosures  and 
player  takes  tea  in  middle. 

A  story  that  appeared  in 
this  column,  about  the  Add¬ 
er  who  returned  the  ball  by 
bus.  has  the  honour  of 
appearing-  in  the  Editor’s 
Notes.  The  winner  of  this 
column’s  competition  will  be 
announced  next  week. 

The  latest  Wisden  shows  a 
highly  successful  season  for 
Sussex.  Ranjitsinhji  topped 
the  averages  with  7633, 
from  C.B.  Fry.  The  editor 
was  moaning  on  about  the 
state  of  pitches  in  England: 
“The  climax  was  reached 
diming  foe  past  season  at 
Leyton,  the  wicket  on  that 
ground  being  so  superlative¬ 
ly  good  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  in  fine  weather  to 
play  a  game  out” 

Four-day  cricket?  It  could 
never  happen  here.  This  is  a 
reprint  ' from  the  1902  edi¬ 
tion.  which  is  obtainable 
from  The  Willows  Publish¬ 
ing  Company,  17  The  Wil¬ 
lows,  Stone.  Staffordshire. 

Let  us  play 

“If  you  all  hate  St  Sulpioe 
dap  your  hands ...”  A  kind 
of  World  Cup  for  training 
Roman  Catholic  priests  is  to 
be  held  this  week.  Seminar¬ 
ians  from  Touxnai.  Namur 
and  Ltege,  in  Belgium,  St 
Sulpioe,  in  Paris.  Wonersh. 
in  Surrey.  Allen  Hall,,  in 
Chelsea. .  Usbaw.  in  Dur¬ 
ham.  and  Maynooth.  in 
Ireland,  will  play  in  a  foot¬ 
ball  tournament  that  ends 
with  a  final  on  Wednesday 
at  Oscott  College,  in  Sutton 
Coldfield.  The  cup  will  be 
presented  by  the  Archbishop 
of  Birmingham. 

Weah’s  way 

George  Weah.  tiie  Liberian 
winner  of  the  world  football¬ 
er  of  the  year  award,  has 
long  been  a  hero  of  this 
column,  and  he  continues  to 
build  on  that  heroic  status, 
t 


SIMON  BARNES 


On  Saturday 


Liberia  are  due  to  play  a 
World  Cup  qualifying  match 
against  Egypt  on  Sunday 
(though,  Weah’s  dub,  AC 
Milan,  are  still  frying  to 
change  tiie  fixture  so  that 
their  main  man  can  play  for 
them).  Naturally,  the  match 
cannot  be  held  in  Liberia, 
because  of  the  troubles  there. 

It  will  be  held  in  Ghana. 
The  costs  of  the  trip,  around 
£20,000,  will 'be  bom  by 
Weah  himself  This  has  hap¬ 
pened  several  times  before— 
tiie  Government  always 

promises  to  repay  him,  and 

never  does.  Weah  also  bank¬ 
rolls  a  Liberian  team  called 
Junior  Professionals. 

□  toboggan  run.  from 
swerve  ofsnaw  to  bend  of  ice, 
bring  us  by  commodious 
vicus  of  recirculation  back  to 
Japan  and  the  Olympic 
Games.  Yes.  if  I  may  be 
pardoned  a  jocoserious 
Joycean  reference,  Ireland  is 
to  receive  assistance  from 
the  International  Olympic 
Committee  Solidarity  Fund 
in  order  to  prepare  a  tobog¬ 
gan  team  for  the  winter 
Olympics,  which  take  place 
in  hlagano  next  wutipr. 

Legal  brief 

Memo  to  Middlesbrough 
FC,  which  is  considering 
legal  action  in  an  attempt  to 
get  its  three  points  back, 
points  that  were  deducted 
for  the  failure  to  put  out  a 
team  against  Blackburn 
Rovers:  Augusto  Ledoiro, 
the  president  of  tiie  Spanish 
dub  Deportfvo  La  Coruna, 
took  Fife  to  court  to  protest 
against  his  own  HHnonth 
suspension  from  tiie  game. 
But  the  world  governing 
-body's  stand  is  that  ft  is 
illegal  to  take  legal  action 
against  them.  For  his  temer¬ 
ity,  Fife  fined  ledoiro 
100,000  Swiss  francs. 


SNOOKER:  DAVIS  OR  HENDRY  AWAITS  AS  WELSHMAN  QUELLS  EBPON’S  STUBBORN  RESISTANCE 

Williams  holds  his  nerve  to  reach  final 


By  PHIL  Yates 

MARK  WILLIAMS  overcame  a  con¬ 
siderable  attack  of  nerves  under  in¬ 
tense  pressure  to  beat  Peter  Ebdon  6-5 
in  a  dramatic  condusion  to  their  semi¬ 
final  at  tiie  British  Open,  in  Plymouth, 
yesterday.  He  now  meets  Stephen 
Hendry  or  Steve  Davis  for  fhe  £60,000 
first  prize- 

WUliams,  winner  of  the  Regal  Welsh 
Open  and  Grand  Prix  tides  last  year, 
had  required  only  71  and  61  minutes 
respectively  to  beat  Nick  Pearce  and 
Tony  Drago  in  two  of  the  earlier 
rounds  but,  as  expected,  Ebdon  dis¬ 
played  a  stubborn  streak  after  a  low- 
key  start 

Breaks  of  49  and  87  hdped  Ebdon  to 


enter  the  mid -session  interval  on  level 
terms  at  2-2  but  Williams,  renowned 
for  his  ability  to  seize  any  match  by  the 
throat,  reeled  off  the  next  three  frames 
in  quick  succession  to  lead  5-Z 

Williams,  uninhibited  in  his  shot 
selection  and  dearly  determined  to 
play  to  his  strengths,  pulled  off  a  series 
of  raking  pots  from  distance  that  led  to 
breaks  of  70,  34,  47,  39  and  30. 
However,  Ebdon’s  reputation  as  a 
tenacious  battler  is  well  chronicled  and 
known  to  Williams  from  personal 
experience. 

Ebdon  beat  him  54  in  the  last  16  of 
tiie  International  Open  two  months' 
ago  after  he  had  been  3-1  in  arrears. 

After  failing  to  bother  the  scorers  in 
the  eighth  frame.  Williams  then 


missed  a  red  across  the  top  cushion 
when  22-0  up  in  the  ninth.'  Ebdon 
fearlessly  doubled  a  red  to  a  middle 
pocket  and  wait  on  to  construct  a 
break  of  80  to  reduce  his  defidt  to  only 
54. 

By  now,  Williams  was  feeling 
Ebdon'S  breath  on  the  back  of  his  neck 
and  the  pressure  mounted  for  the 
Welshman  when  his  surrender  of  the 
tenth  frame  ensured  that  the  contest 
would  run  to  tiie  wire. 

Williams,  leading  234 in  the  decider, 
wasted  a  good  opportunity  when  his 
shirt  cuff  grazed  a  red  but,  when 
Ebdon  left  the  blue  over  a  baulk  pocket 
with  a  misjudged  safety,  Williams 
dispatched  it  to  leave  his  rival  needing 
a  snooker  that  he  proved  unable  to  lay. 


"I  should  have  won  a  lot  earlier,  so, 
because  of  that,  and  what  was  at  stake, 
I  was  really  under  the  cosh  on  those 
last  few  oolours,"  Williams  said. 
"I  am  well  aware  that  Peter  never 
waves  the  white  flag  and,  as  he 
fought  back,  he  looked  stronger  and 
stronger.” 

The  prospect  of  playing  Davis  or 
Hendry  —  with  12  world  titles,  135 
tournament  wins  and  more  than  £10 
million  in  total  career  prize-money 
between  them  —  dearly  does  not 
appeal  to  Williams.  Asked  which  of 
them  he  would  prefer  to  tackle,  the 
Welshman  quipped:  “Neither.  I  wish  it 
was  Willie  Thome  instead.” 


Results,  page  47 


EQUESTRIANISM 

Hickstead 
season, 
in  jeopardy 

HICKSTEAD  may  be  dosed 
for  die  1997  season  because  of 
a  financial  crisis  at  the  “Wim¬ 
bledon  of  showjumping"  (John 
Goodbody  writes).  Already  the 
Nations  Cup  has  been  moved 
to  the  Royal  Windsor  Horse 
Show. 

Yesterday,  Douglas  Bunn, 
the  master  of  Hickstead, 
warned  of  closure  if  money  is 
not  found  to  support  the  Royal 
International  Horse  Show 
(July  10-13)  and  the  British 
Jumping  Derby  meeting;  (Au¬ 
gust  14-17. 

David  Broome,  who  won 
tiie  Nations  Cup  six  times  and 
who  is  now  chairman  of  the 
British  Show  Jumping  Associ¬ 
ation  (BSJA),  described  the 
threat  to  Hickstead.  founded 
in  I960,  as  “a  great  shame, 
and  that  is  an  understate¬ 
ment".  Silk  Cut  former  spons¬ 
or  of  the  Nations  Cup,  has 
transferred  resources  into  For¬ 
mula  One  motor  racing.  An¬ 
drew  Finding,  the  BSJA 
secretary  general,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  the  big  sports,  such  as 
football  and  motor  racing; 
were  “sucking  in  a  high  per¬ 
centage  of  sponsorships.  It  is 
not  a  problem  unique  to  the 
United  Kingdom”. 

However,  it  is  understood 
that  the  Royal  Windsor  Horse 
Show,  from  May  14-18,  has 
obtained  sponsorship  worth 
£600,000.  including  backing 
from  Samsung  for  tne  Nations 
Cup.  Simon  Brooks-Ward,  the 
show  director,  said:  "Although 
we  have  to  admit  that 
showjumping  has  seen  better 
days,  with  a  bit  of  initiative 
and  decisive  action,  the  sport 
will  rise  again."  *■ 


CRICKET:  IRELAND  HAVE  TO  PLAY  FAVOURITES  IN  ICC  TROPHY  SEMI-FINAL 

World  Cup  door  ajar  for  Scotland 


From  A  Correspondent 

IN  RXJALA  LUMPUR 

IRELAND  and  Scotland 
reached  the  semi-final  stage  of 
the  ICC  Trophy  for  the  first 
time  yesterday  to  guarantee 
local  opposition  for  England 
in  the  1999  World  Cup.  With 
three  of  the  last  four  assured 
of  an  invitation,  Ireland  and 
Scotland  will  be  forced  to 
play-off  for  a  place  should 
tiny  lose  difficult  matches  to 
Kenya  and  Bangladesh  over 
the  next  four  days. 


Ireland  have  the  unenvi¬ 
able  task  of  tackling  Kenya 
tomorrow  in  the  first  semi¬ 
final.  Kenya  have  proved  a 
class  above  and,  in  Martin 
Suji.  they  have  the  best, 
bowler  in  the  tournament  He 
took  three  for  18  from  his  ten 
overs  against  Scotland  in  the 
final  round  of  quarter-final 
group  matches  to  earn  the 
Kenyans  a  victory  on  run-rate. 

Scotland  had  bowled  out 
the  favourites  for  153  and, 
with  SujTs  quota  of  overs 
completed,  they  might  well 


have  gone  dose  to  a  surprise 
win  from  a  sturdy  base  of  37 
for  three  from  23  overs  had 
the  rain  not  arrived. 

Ireland  have  a  net  session 
booked  for  this  morning  after 
wayward  bowling  contribut¬ 
ed  28  wides  to  Hong  Kong's 
total  of  172.  For  a  while, 
Ireland  had  thought  their  win 
by  51  runs  would  be  enough  to 
avoid  Kenya,  but  Bangladesh 
rallied  to  beat  Holland  in  the 
decisive  match  in  group  F. 

The  Dutch  scored  171 
against  a  tight  attack  and  then 


had  Bangladesh  in  trouble  on 
56  for  four  when  a  storm 
broke  over  the  ground.  Hol¬ 
land  who  would  have  gone 
out  if  there  had  been  no 
resumption,  were  delighted  to 
restart  with  Bangladesh  fac¬ 
ing  a  revised  target  of  141  from 
33  overs.  Akram  Khan  was 
equal  to  the  task,  though, 
hitting  67  not  out  to  get 
Bangladesh  home  with  three 
wickets  and  eight  balls  in 
hand. 
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HOCKEY:  WEEKEND  OF  DECISIVE  ENCOUNTERS  IN  MEN'S  AND  WOMEN’S  LEAGUES 


Teddington  waiting 
for  Reading  to  slip 


By  Sydney  Fris  kin 


Slough  aim  to  keep 
treble  hopes  alive 

By  a  Special  Correspondent 


AFTER  finishing  runners-up 
in  the  European  Cup  Winners’ 
Cup  last  Monday,  Reading's 
next  objective  is  the  National 
League  premier  division  title, 
which  will  be  theirs  if  they 
defeat  Cannock  at  home  to¬ 
morrow.  If  Reading  lose  or 
draw,  Teddington,  only  a 
point  behind,  will  win  the 
trophy  if  they  beat  Canterbury 
at  Chiswick. 

Except  for  Hughes-Row- 
Lands,  who  is  injured 
Cannock  wOl  take  a  foil- 
strength  side  to  Reading.  If 
the  home  side  can  maintain 
their  momentum,  with  Beam 
and  Ashdown  setting  the  pace 
up  front,  thpy  will  be  hard  to 
beat  Teddington  will  miss 
Tyrone  Moore,  their  reliable 
defender,  who  is  not  available, 
but  are  still  expecting  a  win. 


Baiford  Tigers  and  Surbi¬ 
ton  will  be  fighting  for  surviv¬ 
al  at  the  other  end  of  the  table. 
Surbiton,  who  entertain 
Hounslow,  know  that  a  win 
will  keep  them  up.  If  Surbiton 
lose  or  draw,  they  will  leave 
the  escape  hatch  open  for 
Barford,  who  would  need  to 
beat  East  Grinstead  to 

survive. 

Beeston  and  Doncaster 
have  already  earned  promo¬ 
tion  to  the  premier  division. 
Crostyx  and  Trqjans  will  be 
relegated  to  their  respective 
regional  leagues,  fait  three 
other  dubs  —  Oxford  Univer¬ 
sity,  Edgbaston  and  City  of 
Portsmouth — are  not  yet  safe 
and  two  of  theni  Will  end  up  in 
the  inter-league  playoffs  at 
Milton  Keynes  later  this 
'•month. 


JANE  SMITH,  the  Slough 
and  England  striker,  mil  be 
hoping  to  celebrate  more  than 
her  28th  birthday  today  when 
die  plays  against  her  former 
dub.  Ipswich,  in  the  first  of 
two  contests  between  the 
teams  this  weekend  that  could 
set  either  an  tiie  way  to  league 
and  cup  glory. 

With  two  games  remaining 
in  the  premiership,  Ipswich, 
one  point  dear  at  the  head  of 
the  table,  know  that  victory 
over  their  nearest  challoigers 
will  be  enough  to  secure  the 
championship.  Slough,  natu¬ 
rally.  have  other  ideas.  The 
indoor  champions  are  still  in 
with  a  chance  of  lifting  all 
three  domestic  trophies. 

“Ill  have  mixed  feelings 
when  we  get  on  the  pitch 
because  I  hrflS  two  good  sea¬ 


sons  at  Ipswich.”  Smith  said. 
“It’s  weird  being  dubmates 
caw  year  and  rivals  the  next.  I 
had  to  leave  because  I  couldn’t 
keep  commuting  from  London 
and  they  understood  that." 

Smith,  capped  57  times  by 
England,  believes  that  the 
result  today  will  have  a  strong 
influence  on  the  outcome  of 
the  sixth-round  AEWHA  Cup 
tie  tomorrow. 

“The  side  with  the  strongest 
mental  approach  will  tri¬ 
umph."  she  said.  “Both 
squads  are  pretty  evenly 
matched  when  it  comes  to 
skill. 

"It  will  come  down  to  which 
dub  wants  it  tiie  most  We 
certainly  won't  be.  celebrating 
if  we  win  the  league  match, 
because  were  treating  both 
games  equally  seriously." 
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SQUASH 

Nicol  takes 
off  after 
four  years 
of  failure 

By  Colin  McQuillan 


PETER  NICOL,  having  ended 
the  first-round  jinx  that  has 
blighted  his  progress  in  tiie 
British  Open  championship 
for  the  past  four  years,  yester¬ 
day  became  tiie  first  Scotsman 
to  reach  the  semi-finals  of  the 
competition  since  l%3.  when 
Michael  Oddy  went  on  to  lose 
to  Abou  Taleb,  of  Egypt,  in  tiie 
final. 

Nicol,  moving  smoothly  but 
with  electric  sharpness,  over¬ 
came  Brett  Martin,  of  Austra¬ 
lia,  15-10.  15-11.  13-15.  15-12  in 
the  Leekes-sponsored  event  in 
Cardiff. 

An  uncharacteristic  change- 
down  in  gear  by  his  34-year- 
old  opponenr  halfway 
through  the  second  game  took 
Nicol  by  surprise  and  proba¬ 
bly  cost  him  the  third  game. 

“ft  was  a  bit  unnerving  to 
find  Brett  slow-balling  in  a 
British  Open  quarter-final," 

Nicol  said.  "Then  when  I  got 
to  match  ball,  at  14-10  in  the 
fourth,  Brett  suddenly  went 
into  overdrive  and  I  had  to 
adjust  to  a  blitz  of ’shots." 

More  specifically,  Nicol 
had  to  survive  a  backhand 
cross-court  flick  into  the  right 
nick  from  Martin,  then  a 
whiplash  backhand  drive  to 
the  deep  right  comer  and  a 
blindingly  complicated  rally 
that  eventually  left  him 
stranded  inside  his  opponent's 
racket  swing  and  minus  a 
penalty  point 

Had  Martin's  next  crashing 
forehand  not  clipped  the  top  of 
the  tin,  Oddy*s  record  might 
have  lasted  at  least  a  game 
longer.  “Brett  was  tired  by  that 
time,  but  when  he  is  tired  he  is 
so  lethal,”  Nicol  said. 

His  semi-final  opponent 
will  be  Rodney  Eyles,  the  No  2 
seed  from  Australia,  who 
fought  back  from  1-2  down 
against  Jonathon  Power,  of 
Canada,  to  win  15-13, 5-15, 9-15, 

15-12, 15-11  in  95  minutes. 

In  the  women's  event.  Sue 
Wright  of  Kent,  the  British 
national  champion,  defeated 
Linda  Charman,  of  Sussex. 

9-7.  9-5,  94  to  reach  a  semi¬ 
final  against  Sarah  Fitz-Ger- 
ald,  the  No  1  seed  and  worid— — 
champion,  from  Australia.  ^  r 

in  the  bottom  half,  of  the 
draw,  Fiona  Geaves,  of 
Gloucester,  was  due  to  meet 
Jane  Martin,  of  Northumbria, 
with  a  semi-final  against 
Michelle  Martin,  the  No  2 
seed  from  Australia,  awaiting 
the  winner.  v  *'• 
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RUGBY  UNION 


gete<  Callard  omitted  as 
iuiis  Bath  attempt  to 
;a.  climb  from  trough 

■  - *  ■  -■  By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 
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THIS  has  already  been  the 
worst  of  seasons  for  Bath  since 
the  introduction,  ten  years 
ago.  of  league  rugby  to  Eng¬ 
land.  Were  they  to  lose  against 
Wasps  at  Loftus  Road  tomor¬ 
row,  further  salt  would  be 
rubbed  into  an  already  raw 
I  wound,  because  it  would  be 
I  the  first  tune  that  any  ream 
had  achieved  a  league  double 
against  diem. 

Previously,  Bath’s  worst 
performance  in  the  league  was 
in  the  inaugural  season,  when 
they  lost  four  matches.  Defeat 
by  Sale  in  midweek  was  their 
fifth  loss  of  the  1996-97  cam¬ 
paign.  a  sequence  that  in¬ 
cludes  Wasps’  40-36  win  at  the 
Recreation  Ground.  Is  it  mere¬ 
ly  coincidence  that  Bath’s 
slump  has  been  matched  in 
France  by  Toulouse,  who  have 
dominated  their  domestic 
scene  for  so  long  and  who  had 
similar  European  ambitions? 

It  could  be  said  that  Tou¬ 
louse,  champions  for  die  past 
Jithree  years,  were  also  brought 
Tup  short  by  Wasps  when  they 


lost  77-17  at  Loftus  Road.  That 
prompted  a  period  of  intro¬ 
spection  and  since  January  4, 
when  Leicester  ended  their 
reign  as  Heineken  Cup  hold¬ 
ers,  they  have  lost  four  times. 
At  the  same  time  their  leading 
players.  Christian  Califano 
and  Thomas  Castaignede,  are 
being  hawked  around  the 
wealthier  English  dubs, 
which  has  further  disturbed 
them. 

Nothing  in  sport  _  lasts  for 
ever,  as  Toulouse  and  Bath 
would  acknowledge,  but  it  is  a 
painful  process  of  self-discov¬ 
ery.  That  process  extends  to 
Jonathan  Callard,  an  England 
squad  member  this  season, 
but  now  dropped  by  Bath  in 
favour  of  the  promising  Matt 
Perry,  whose  versatility  has 
allowed  him  to  rover  every 
threequarter  position  but  sel¬ 
dom  that  of  full  back. 

Perry,  a  likely  member  of 
the  England  Under-21  tour 
party  do  Australia  this  sum¬ 
mer,  plays  behind  a  pack 
reinforad  by  the  two  Argenti- 


Wales  still  wrestling 
with  eight  of  the  best 


By  David  Hands 


■THE  leading  dubs  in  Wales 
go  into  the  league  programme 
today  with  half  an  eye  on  the 
events  of  tomorrow,  when  the 
Welsh  Rugby  Union  (WRU) 
holds  a  special  meeting  at  St 
David's  HaH  in  Cardiff,  to 
\  explain  the  necessity  for  an 
^.eight-club  first  division  next 
season.  Without  such  an  elite, 
dub  representatives  wiD  be 
told,  prospects  for  the  1999 
World  Cup  —  hosted  by 
Wales  —  will  be  impaired. 

“With  only  two  yean  to  the 
World  Cup.  I  think  another 
season  lost  will  leave  us  in  a 
very  difficult  position.”  Terry 
Cobner.  the  WRU  director  of 
rugby,  said.  “Not  only  will  we 
lose  a  year,  but  the  other 
countries  will  gain  a  year  on 
us.  In  effect,  thafs  a  two-year 
backward  step."  ■ 

The  dubs  contend,  how- 
■  ever,  that  the  automatic  demo¬ 
tion  of  four  dubs  is  too  mud) 


SQuAi’i 

Co!  takes 
ff  after 
jr  years 
failure  « 


in  the  first  season  of  profes¬ 
sional  rugby,  and  that  they 
should  be  given  a  season's 
grace.  Indeed,  the  league 
champions,  Neath,  are  too 
dose  for  comfort  to  that 
relegation  zone. 

Neath  play  Cardiff  in  Car¬ 
diff's  first  match  since  the 
return  of  Alex  Evans  from 
Australia  as  director  of  rugby, 
though  much  of  the  attention 
will  be  focussed  on  Swansea’s 
game  with  Ebbw  Vale  —  the 
two  meet  in  the  Swalec  Cup 
semi-final  next  weekend  — 
and  Llanelli's  drive  towards 
the  top  of  the  league.  They 
have  a  potentially  awkward 
game  with  Dun  van  t  and  have 
withdrawn  three  young  play¬ 
ers  —  Craig  Warlow.  Tristan 
Davies  and  Aled  Thomas  — 
from  Trinity  College. 
Camarthen's  four  to  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  because  of  their 
long  casualty  list 


na  internationals,  Federico 
Mendfa  and  German  Llanes, 
whose  opportunities  have 
been  slim  since  his  arrival  at 
Bath  in  January.  However, 
they  encounter  a  Wasps  side 
whose  confidence  remains 
high,  despite  losing  to 
Leicester  in  midweek. 

Equally  significant  for  the 
league  leaders  will  be  the 
attendance  at  Loftus  Road, 
where  crowds  in  recent  weeks 
have  been  disappointing. 
Having  experienced  the  fer¬ 
vent  atmosphere  created  by 
17,000  at  Weiford  Road  three 
days  ago.  Wasps  would  appre¬ 
ciate  similar  support  and  their 
achievements  this  season  jus¬ 
tify  it 

Francois  Pienaar  had  hoped 
to  return  for  Saracens  against 
Gloucester  today  after  shoul¬ 
der  and  hamstring  injuries, 
but  the  South  African  must  be 
content  to  start  among  the 
replacements.  The  two  Ireland 
internationals,  Richard  Wal¬ 
lace  and  Paddy  Johns,  return 
with  Mark  Evans,  the  director 
of  rugby,  demanding  some 
“major  results"  from  his 
players. 

“First  we  want  Harlequins 
and  Bath  to  show  further 
signs  of  vulnerability  so  that 
they  drop  out  of  the  leading 
four."  Evans  said,  acknowl¬ 
edging  the  jostling  queue  for  a 
place  in  the  Heineken  Cup 
next  season.  Not  that  either 
will  be  in  obliging  mood,  least 
of  all  Harlequins,  whose 
range  of  talent  is  such  that  a 
place  in  Europe  should  be  cut 
and  dried.  They  entertain 
Saracens  next  Wednesday,  so 
take  the  opportunity  against 
London  Irish  today  to  rest 
such  internationals  as  Laurent 
Benezech  and  Gareth 
Llewellyn. 

Having  disposed  of  Rich¬ 
mond.  the  second  division 
leaders,  a  week  ago.  New¬ 
castle  will  be  in  confident 
mood  at  Bedford,  though  they 
will  do  well  to  keep  Mike 
Rayer  in  check.  The  former 
Wales  full  back  has  been 
outstanding  for  Bedford  this 
season  and  has  accumulated 
32S  points,  which  poses  a 
genuine  threat  to  the  club 
record  of  351  established  by 
Neil  Bennett  in  1976. 


Olaz&bal’s  mastery  of  difficult  greens  helped  his  second-round  surge  up  the  leaderboard  at  English  Turn 

Olazabal  strikes  upbeat  tempo 


From  John  Hopkins 
GOLF  CORRESPONDENT 
IN  NEW  ORLEANS 

IN  BOURBON  Street  here, 
old  men  with  white  hair  sing 
about  letting  the  good  times 
roll,  as  clarinet,  "saxophone 
and  trumpet  help  provide  a 
fool-tapping  bear.  At  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Turn  Golf  and  Country 
Club,  about  15  miles  from  the 
city,  the  good  rimes  continued 
to  roll  for  Jos£  Maria  Olazabal 
yesterday. 

By  one  consideration. 
Olazabal  hit  only  one  poor 
stroke  on  the  outward  half  of 
his  second  round,  an  iron 
from  the  fairway  at  the  2nd, 
which  he  dragged  left.  He  was 
as  quickly  into  his  stride  as 
Greg  Norman  had  been  the 
previous  day.  having  also 
started  at  the  unearthly  hour 
of  7.36am. 

Olazabal  birdied  the  3rd.  by 
haling  a  12-foot  putt,  and  the 
8th  and  9th.  Out  in  33.  he 
played  the  inward  half  in  34 
for  a  round  of  67.  five  under 
par.  “I  have  no  complaints  in 
any  department.”  he  said.  “I 
struck  the  ball  really  well." 

Olazabal  likes  New  Orleans 
and  he  likes  the  tesT  that  is 
posed  by  the  Jack  Nicklaus- 
designed  course  over  which 
the  Freeport  McDermott  Clas¬ 


sic  is  played.  “This  course  has 
very  hard  greens.”  he  said  on 
Thursday  evening  as  he  prac¬ 
tised  after  his  first  round,  a 
level-par  72.  "It  is  difficult  to 
put  the  ball  in  the  right  places. 
You  need  a  good  snort  game 
here.  If  you  can  manage  your 
way  around  this  course  it  is 
good  news  for  next  week." 

Next  week  is  on  everyone’s 
mind.  Next  week  is  the  Mas¬ 
ters.  Next  week  is  the  first 
major  championship  of  the 
year.  Next  week  is  as  impor¬ 
tant  for  Olazabal  as  any  other 
leading  player,  but  for  a 
different  reason. 

While  his  peers,  such  as 
Nick  Faldo.  Davis  Love  III 
and  Phil  Mickelson,  are  right¬ 
ly  considered  to  be  genuine 
contenders  at  Augusta, 
Olazabal.  the  1994  champion, 
is  glad  to  be  well  enough  to 
compete.  He  has  no  realistic 


chance  of  winning.  Or  has  he? 
It  would  be  the  comeback 
story  to  end  all  comeback 
stories  if  Olazabal  were  to  win 
in  what  would  be  only  his  fifth 
tournament  in  20  months. 

“It’s  the  comeback  story  of 
the  year  already."  Brad  Faxon 
said,  one  of  many  generous 
tributes  Olazabal  has  received 
from  the  American  players. 
Certainly,  there  has  been  a 
rare  edge  to  his  game,  one  noi 
normally  present  in  one  who 
has  been  absent  for  so  long. 

Olazabal  looked  tired  as  he 
finished  his  post-round  prac¬ 
tice  session  on  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning.  And  so  he  should.  The 
man  who  less  than  a  year  ago 
had  to  crawl  around  his  home 
in  Spain,  had  walked  for  4*2 
hours,  stood  around  while 
being  interviewed  and  then 
subjected  himself  to  a  half- 
hour  session  on  the  range.  As 


LEADING  FIRST-BOUND  SCORES 


US  uHess  stated 

65:  Larry  Rntei.  S  McCanon.  D  Toms  66  H 
hast  (Japan)  67:  G  Norman  (Ausl.  LS**p»a 
6&  N  Lancaster.  R  Tway.  S  Hoctv  B  Hu*es 
(Ausl.  B  Mayfair  B  Faxon.  T  Tryta  to.  J 
Krty,  Y  Kanefco  Uacun).  P  Slraart  BHenmiv 
9<3.  0  Love  L  Wldtons  M  Dawson  70.  D 
Hammond.  DPude  K  Baton.  D  SuxMon  ji. 
S  Pate.  D  Waldofl.  P  JacoDser.  M  Surety.  C 
SuJfivan.  D  Tw»ll.  J  Huston.  M  BrooKa  R 
Cochran.  J  DowOafl.  M  ChnsJw 
71:  S  Smpoan  H  Rcw.  S  Dunlap  S 
EBungion  (Ausl.  F  Dougherty.  B  McCaRstn. 
BGlasaon.  BCfensharr.C  Roeca  itt).  M  Red. 


F  UcUrter.  D  Ban  do.  R  Black.  B  Ewart,  R 
Demon.  P  Ctaxton.  L  Clements.  J  O’kcde.  k 
Sutherland.  E  Johnson 
72- T  Anrow.  M  WeU>  I  Heron,  j  Leon¬ 
ard.  J  Pwnevik  (S*e1.  C  Perry.  D  Han,  P  Jor¬ 
dan  P  Horgan.  P  Tataoangi  (HZ).  J  Qoerv  T 
Perce.  J  .Haves,  S  Han.  D  Srttertand.  P 
Blackmai  C  Bowden.  G  Day.  J  Srftfeiar.  J 
Gallagher,  S  l awry.  J  M  OtazabM  iSp).  K 
Tipton.  H  Somn  J  Edwards.  L  Porter.  A 
Doyle.  A  Rodriguez.  73:  J  Detang.  K  Grbson. 
C  Byrum.  C  fose  M  Springes.  W  Grady 
(Aiej.  M  Hcftcn.  B  Gejberger.  T  Monica,  u 
Ware  (NZ).  O  Browne.  B  Woteolt 


if  that  wasn’t  enough,  he  then 
went  off  to  practise  his 
putting. 

The  first  round  of  this 
tournament  was  notable  for 
the  way  the  early  starters 
benefited  from  the  relatively 
calm  conditions.  The  three 
leaders,  who  had  65s,  all 
played  in  the  morning,  as  did 
Norman,  who  had  a  67.  Thir¬ 
teen  of  the  20  sub-70  scores 
were  recorded  in  the  morning. 

The  leaders  were  Scott 
McCarron.  the  defending 
champion,  Larry  Rinker,  a 
journeyman  professional  who 
played  guitar  in  the  group  of 
touring  professionals  named 
Jake  Trout  and  the  Flounders, 
and  David  Toms.  Each  scored 
32  on  the  front  nine  and  33 
coming  home.  Each  made 
seven  birdies  and  no  bogeys. 
Each  had  25  putts  and  each  hit 
14  of  IS  greens  in  regulation. 

Ben  Crenshaw  showed 
signs  of  a  welcome  return  to 
form,  he  too  benefiting  from 
playing  in  the  morning.  The 
championJiere  in  1994.  when 
Olazabal  finished  second. 
Crenshaw  has  had  more 
rounds  in  the  eighties  than  in 
die  sixties  this  year  and  has 
not  yet  won  a  penny  —  the 
worst  start  to  any  of  his  23 
years  as  a  professional  golfer. 
His  71  must  have  felt  like  a  67. 


SPORT  45 

F:.  '-IN' BRIEF 

Rain  delays 
start  of 
fourth  Test 

HEAVY  showers  delayed  the 
start  of  the  opening  day  of  the 
fourth  Test  match  between 
West  Indies  and  India  in 
Antigua  yesterday.  With  the 
outfield  sodden  and  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  further  rain,  there  was 
no  prospect  of  play  getting 
under  way  before  the  second 
scheduled  session  at  the 
earliest. 

India  received  a  setback 
before  play  was  due  to  start. 
Navjot  Sidhu,  their  opening 
batsman,  was  taken  ill  with 
malarial  flu,  thus  giving  a 
reprieve  to  Venkata  Laxman. 
his  opening  partner  in  the  first 
three  Tests,  who  was  left  out  of 
the  original  12. 

In  Shaijah,  Pakistan  gifted 
victory  to  Sri  Lanka  in  their 
50-over  Shaijah  Cup  match 
yesterday.  Set  a  target  of  244 
by  the  world  champions,  Paki¬ 
stan  were  well  placid  at  173  for 
four  in  the  38th  over,  but 
collapsed  to  224  for  nine. 

Aravinda  de  Silva  earned 
the  man-of-th e-match  award 
with  his  innings  of  97,  putting 
on  184  for  the  Sri  Lankan  third 
wicket  with  Marvan  Aiapatru. 
who  made  94. 

Bowls:  Cyphers,  of  Becken¬ 
ham.  begin  their  defence  of 
their  national  indoor  fours 
title  at  Melton  Mowbray  to¬ 
day.  Whiteknights.  of  Read¬ 
ing,  and  a  strong  Cumbria 
quartet  a  re  expected  to  be  their 
main  rivals.  The  triples  gets 
under  way  tomorrow  with 
Tony  Alirock,  the  world  out¬ 
door  singles  champion. 
among  those  in  action. 

Sluing:  Chemine  Alcott,  15, 
landed  her  third  consecutive 
girls'  title  on  the  final  day  of 
the  British  Land  British  chil¬ 
dren’s  championships  in 
Tignes,  France,  yesterday.  Al- 
cott,  from  Twickenham,  won 
the  super  giant  slalom  by 
more  than  seven  seconds  over 
the  two  runs.  Her-  combined 
winning  time  was  0.45 sec 
faster  than  that  of  the  boys* 
champion,  Toni  Brown,  15.  of 
Torquay. 

Cycling:’ Rob  Hayles  goes  into 
the  fourth  round  of  the  Pre¬ 
mier  Calendar  road-race 
series  tomorrow  with  an  un¬ 
beaten  record  from  the  first 
three  races.  As  well  as  Brit¬ 
ain’s  elite  riders,  Hayles 
faces  a  formidable  challenge 
from  Danish,  Dutch  and 
French  riders  in  the  Cycling 
Weekly  Grand  Prix  over  a 
106-mile  Beaconsfidd-hased 
circuit. 


GUIDE  TO  THE  WEEKEND’S  FIXTURES 


FOOTBAIL 

KEk-ott  3.0  yrrfess  si&ed  .  . 

'  denotes  mate* 

4j)cA  Carting  Premiers^ 

*  (TI'Astan  Vfla  v  Evert  on  . - 

i-lChebeav  Areenai  (11.15)  . 

(2)  Manchesrar  Lfcd  v  Derby  . 

|3)  NewcasUe  v  Sunderland . 

(4)  Nortngham  Forest  v  Southampton 

1-)  Tortenham  v  Wimbteton  . 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pis 
ManLW-...  31  15  9  4  61  33  63 

Liwipod  —  31  17  9  5  53  26.  60 

Useful.  ...  32  16  9  7  52  2B  57 

Natcaslte  30  15  7  8  S9  36  52 

A  Vita.  _ 31  14  5  9  37  27  50 

Chelsea . 31  13  10  B  51  44  49 

S>®5  Wed  31  12  13  6  41  37  49 

Wimbledon  30 12 10  8  42  37  46 
Leeds  ...  32  11  B  13  26  34  41 

TotePam  _  31  11  6  14  38  43  39 

Uw*te..  31  10  9  12  37  44  39 

Bactoum  ...  31  8  t2  If  S3  32  38 

Evenon ...  .  31  9  9  13  37  45  36 

Oertw .  31  811  12  35  47  35 

West  Bam-  31  8  9  14  31  41  33 

Sunderland...  32  8  9  15  29  48  33 

tMtocflesfaro  31  9  S  14  44  52  32 

NottTlF  -  33  6  13  14  2B  49  31 

Cmmy..  .  32  6  12  14  27  46  30 

Iteurisynpton  31  6  9  16  39  51  27 

tMtodtetrouph  dadvclad  three  prints  . 

Nationwide  Longue 
First  division 

[5)  Barnsley  v  Blrmincjhanj . 

(G)  BoBon  v  QPfl . - . 

(71  Chart  on  v  Manchester  Cay  . 

181  Qystal  Palace  v  Hixldersfeld  ..  . 
ftteftictivCXdhan  . 

artiOl  Oxford  Ud  v  Port  Vale  . — 

W1  1)  Portsmouth  v  Gnrnsby  . . 

~tl2)  Shell  LBd  v  West  Bromwich . 

113)  Stoke  v  Rasing . - . 

(t4)Sw«fonvSoutnend . 

(15)  WoNerhanpion  v  Nowoch . 

P  W  D  L  F  A  P» 

Baton  ....  40  24  12  4  88  48  84 

Baweta/.,.  39  19  13  7  64  44  70 

40  19  9  12  57  43  66 

_ 41  18  11  12  69  49  66 


Port  Vale  __ . 

41 

15 

15 

11 

51 

48 

60 

.  CPafece,.. 

38 

16 

11 

11 

68 

M 

Nonwoh  .. 

41 

16 

11 

14 

59 

60 

59 

POflsn*.. 

40 

17 

B 

15 

51 

ST 

40 

41 

15 

15 

13 

12 

12 

14 

55 

55 

49 

55 

58 

57 

State.  .. 

40 

16 

9 

15 

46 

50 

„  Tranmae 

40 

15 

11 

14 

54 

50 

56 

15 

7 

19 

52 

63 

52 

OtfordUW 

41 

14 

a 

18 

£>/ 

59 

39 

14 

9 

16 

46 

54 

51 

39 

13 

12 

14 

43 

45 

51 

Bearing 

40 

13 

11 

1b 

49 

57 

Mon  Qty _ 

38 

14 

8 

16 

48 

49 

Huddaretld- 

40 

12 

12 

16 

44 

Mtea  Sram  . 

40 

Tt 

14 

fS 

67 

66 

47 

Bradtoid_  _ 

40 

10 

11 

19 

42 

^Grimsby  _ ...  39  9  12  18  52  71  39 

WOkfem.__  39  9  11  19  44  53  38 

p  SoutfBto..^.  41  3  13  20  39  75  37 

;  (Nof  retiring  test  nighl's  resist) 

DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE  Pientor  dwfcion: 
AattadyCariarkte  City:  Burton  Ajbanv 
CM syr  Gravesend  and  ‘  Non maa  v 
saktooc  Halesowen  v  Msrty;  Hastings  v 
Dorchester.  Kings  Lynn  v  Owey:  Nunea¬ 
ton  v  Chetenham:  S8WW  v 

Satr^bouna:  SixXw  Tow  v  Qjelriwortt 
Mttanrt-  rb/Um  fiteon  v  Eweehant 
Grwhan  v  hfincMey  Toam:  pteston  v 
Batfsoorttr  Raonds  T  u  R  C  vnmOc. 
ftedrBch  u  Moor  Green;  Shfipsfwd  D  v 
Patti  R;  soWhjB  Boo  v  Ducfley  town: 

tdu vSSStSsum  CDUMdTwji 
V  Stoufcreta  - V.SRbghy  X  Rottww 

southern  dSsKfot  Basrtey  v  toedon: 
BurfdiMftdrrt  fawn  v  Dartfortt  Brttt  and 

Bekwdamv  Havwl;  Farenam  v 

Torn;  Forea  Green  v  Newport  (WW): 
Magaifi  v  Rest  T;  Tonbridge 
W&ney:  J nutate  v  Csidatoid.  Wfesfcxv 
super-Mare  v'S  Leonards.  Weyrhouth  v 

Wanfocvae;  Ytte  v  Fteher  Londcn 
flrEBSBC  SEteOft  LEAGUE:  Premmdi- 
TVmon:  Burnham  RafrtJlere  *  Great 
Waternj  East  Mam  v  Brertwood. 
Hulbridge  Sports  v  Fad  United:  Ssnrcn 
W&fcn  v  Hod.  Sorttwnd  Manor  v 


LONDON  SPAflTAN  LEAGUE  q«ntor 
dvfaton:  Sataroade  v  Walttwn  Abbey. 
Cockfosters'  »  BrtmedDwn.  HanwB  v 
Tffingdon  Boro;  feSngtan  Sr  Marys  v 
Baaconsfefo  SYC06  Rurtfo  Mare*  w 
Croydon,  Wcxjdhsd  v  Amersham- 


Second  division 

116)  Bientiwdv  Stirawsfatsy  . 

(17)  Bristol  Cltyv  Buy . . . 

(18)  BronteyvMBwaU . . . 

(19)  Chestartteld  v  GSdmgham . 

(20)  Palertxjrotgh  v  Bournemouth 

(21)  Preston  v  Rymouth . 

(22)  Rotherham  v  Luton . 

(— )  Slockport  v  Bristol  Rovers . 

(23)  Wadord  v  Crone . . . 

(24  j  Wrexham  v  Watsafl . 

(25j  Wycombe  v  Blackpool  . 

P6)  York  v  Notts  County . 

P  W  D  L  F  A 

Bury .  38  20  10  8  56  34 

Brentford  ....  39  IB  13  B  54  38 


Luton  .  38  18  11  9  62  41  65 

Stockport..  36  17  11  8  50  38  62 

Crewe .  39  19  6  15  49  42  62 

WatfWd .  38  15  17  6  39  27  62 


Burnley . 

MBwaU. 
BrfcioiCrty 
Wateatl.  . 
Blackpool. 
Wrexham 
Boumamth 
CJiaslrBd. 
GAngham 
Presron.  . 
Bristol  R... 
PTymouth . 
Shrwsbuy 
York . 


40  17  9  14 
40  16  12  12 

40  16  10  14 
39  16  10  13 
39  14  14  11 

38  13  17  B 

41  14  IS  15 
37  14  12  11 

39  15  8  16 
41  IS  6  20 

40  13  11  16 
39  11  M  14 

41  11  12  18 
39  IT  12  16 


62  44  BO 
50  4B  BO 
58  47  58 

47  42  56 

50  40  ‘  56 
43  41  58 

37  38  54 
34  32  54 

47  52  53 

43  52  51 

42  43  .  50 
12  5?  47 

49  67  45 
41  56  45 


Wycombe  .. 
Peosrtwo... 
Rotherham 
Notts  Co  ... 


.  39  11  8  20 
40  6  M  18 
40  6  13  21 
40  5  13  22 


30  52  41 

49  69  36 

34  59  31 

27  52  28 


Third  division 

(27)  Bamei  vHu8  ....  ...  -  •••  • 

(28)  CarctM  v  Cambridge  Utd  . . 

(29)  Cartel©  v  Fulham  . . . 

(30)  Chester  v  Wigan  .  - . 

(31)  Darfrngton  v  Doncaster  . - 

02)  Exeter  v  Torquay  •••■•••••  •  • 

(33)  Hartlepool  v  Leyton  Oiert  ..  . 

(34)  Hereford  v  Colchester  . - 

(35)  Ltocolnv  Swansea  .... 

(36)  Northampton  v  Scarborough 

(37)  Rochdale  v  MansfieW  ..  .  • 

(38)  Scunthorpe  v  Brighton  •  •••••• 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pte 

Wigan-..  41  23  8  10  77  49  77 

C^e  ...  .  40  22  11  7  60  36  77 

Riiam .  40  22  10  8  67  36  76 


Swansea..  . 

Chester - 

CardW . 

ScartMWO . 

Cantos  Uld 

Vorthmptn. 

Cofchesisr. . 

Lincoln  — 

Mansfield . 

Scuntrtpe... 

H* . 

Rochdale  .  - 

LOnent - 

Torquay-  - 

Barrier  ... . 
Dartngton  .. 

Ereier - 

Doncaster... 

Hereford. 

HaiUpoat- 


41  20  7  14  56 
4)  16  15  10  48 
39  18  6  15  48 
41  15  14  12  62 


46  67 

39  63 
4B  60 

63  59 

54  59 

43  58 

45  58 

64  56 

39  56 
56  54 

39  53 

64  49 

50  48 

53  48 

40  48 

67  46 

58  46 

59  44 

60  41 
»  41 


40  17  8  IS  50 
40  16  10  14  60 

40  14  16  10  53 

41  15  11  15  50 
40  14  14  12  42 

39  16  6  17  54 

40  12  17  11  38 

41  11  16  14  49 
41  12  12  17  « 

41  13  9  19  42 
40  11  15  14  37 

40  12  10  18  58 

41  12  10  19  42 

40  12  8  20  43 

41  10  11  20  45 
41  11  B  22  42 

TBrtrtUon. ..  -  41  11  8??  ® 

rBrighroh  deduct  mo  fx*^ 

Vauxhafl  Conference 

(— )  Bromsgrcvs  v  Hednastord . 

r— )  Dmw  w  Morecambe  ..  >_ . 

{— )  Gatsshead  v  Famborough  . 

(— IHwesvNorttwnch  . 

l— )  Macclesfield  v 

n  Rushden  &  Diamonds  v  Sarthport 

(— )  sough  v  HflHax  . . 

f— }  S&yor*t£P  v  BaUl . 

FA  Umbrn  Trophy 
Sand-final,  first  tog 

Daq  Red  v  Gloucester . - 

*  WcWno  v  Sauenage . •  ■ 

COURAGE 


SpStoV W^ten  Casuals  v 


B^Ts  Scottish  League 
Premier  division 

(39)  Aberdeen  v  Motherwea  . 

(40)  Hibernian  v  Duncfee  Uld 

(41)  Kidnamock  v  Hearts . 

(42)  Ranh  v  Celnc . 

(43)  Rangers  v  Dunlermfina . 

First  division 

(44)  Ai/dne  v  CVdfitoark . 

(45)  Dundee  v  Falkkk . .  .. 

(46)  East  Rte  v  Pared* . 

(47)  Greenock  Morton  v  St  Johnstone 

(48)  String  v  St  Mnen . . 

Second  efivision 

(49)  Brechin  v  Queen  01  South . 

(— )  Duntoanon  v  Hamilton  . . . 

1— )  Uvinastnn  v  Ayr  . . 

j — )  Stertoc*usem»jr  v  Clyde . 

(—)  Stranraer  v  Berwick  -  . 

Th*d  division 

I— )  Albion  v  Ross  Cowry . . 

( — )  East  Siring  v  Cowdenbeath 

(— jFcrtarv  Alloa . 

t— )  Inverness  CT  v  Monrrose 
(—)  Queen's  Park  v  Arbroath  ..  . 

UNIBOND  LEAGUE:  Premier  revision: 
Axrtngton  Stanley  v  Bunion.  Ban  Jr.'  v 
Coki^n  Bar.  Boston  v  Marine.  Emtoy  v  St'/in 
Spartans.  FrtcWsy  v  Barroer  a«Jge.  Gans- 
borough  v  Wins  lord.  v  Sp ermvwoa. 

h jiotKlsy  v  OiBseley.  Lancaster  v  Runcorn: 
Loek  v  whop  Auckland.  Wioor  v  Chcrtey 
Flret  revision:  Bradford  PL  Ave  v 
Wnmroglon.  Conofcdon  v  Ashton  tinted. 
Cursor  AsJifop  v  Worksop:  EasamcwJ  Town 
v  Atherton  LR..  Great  Harwooo  v  LreaMr. 
Untied:  Lcrgh  v  FlWon.  Mattock  Town  v 
Gretna;  NetherfiBid  v  Harrogate  Town 
Stocksbndge  PS  v  Fareiey  Celtic.  W1wte> 
Bay  v  Radcfltte. 

GILBERT  LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Bangor 
City  v  Hotyw*.  Barry  v  Newtown.  Bmon 
Ferry  v  Aberystwyth.  Caernarfon  v  Inrer 
Caoe-Te)  (230):  Carmarthen  Tcwn  v 
Conrah's  Quay.  Cemaes  Bay  v  Ton  Pentre. 
Cwmbran  v  Rrv;  Flri  Town  v  Lterearaflr&d. 
PDitfvnactog  v  Caersws.  Welshpool  v  Ebbw 
Vale  (2  30) 

SCREWFW  DIRECT  LEAGUE:  Premier 
revision:  Bamslaple  v  Odd  Down:  Bnwol 
Manor  Farm  v  Beckman,  Chropenhean  v 
Bndpart  MangotsfeW  v  Bfoeford:  Paction  R 
v  BnsfirtgWn.  Taunton  v  Bndgwaar  Tiverton 
scans' 


IQS  LEAGUE  Premier  dtviann:  Aylesbury 
v  ftrntee:  Bora-^m  IVood  v  EnSelct 
Sr  write,' Heyondg*'  Carshanon  v  Hendon: 
Gra,*;  v  Duitsxh.  Hanur  v  St  Albans.  Hrtchm 
v  'reading.  Kings! oo an  v  Oxford  Cny, 
Slants  v  Sutton  Unjed  v  Bshop  s 

Stortord  Fast  diwsron:  Basaigstoke  v 
aMnsy.  Berthamyed  v  Wahon  and 
Hersnam.  Carr.ey  island  v  Whyttfoaie. 
Craydor.  v  A&myfon  Town.  Maidenhead 
Untied  v  Uxbridge;  Martow  v  Banon  Rovers, 
Motesev  v  Chesham:  Thame  v  Bognar 
Regis.  Toonng  and  Mlxh^n  v  Aider shw 
Tcw-n;  Wo^xighan  v  Leyton  Pennant: 
Worthing  v  Hsmpton  Second  dsvratcwv 
Barcaeart  v  Eogwor?.  Barking  v  H  Hemp¬ 
stead.  Bedford  T  v  Horsham  Brack ne4  v 
Ware-  Chafont  Si  Peiei  v  Wrtham.  Coiiet 
Row  and  Fcm lord  v  Lerqbton  Town  Dorfong 
v  Tiiojr,-  MenapoM:»i  Poboe  v  Hungertcxa: 
VJemUr.  v  Egtiam.  Wfodsor  and  Eton  v 
Uaatnemead  wivenhoe  v  Cheshurt  Third 
division:  Avetey  v  BramirEe.  Easi  Thurrock  v 
Norttiwood.  Fiact-wcti  Hearn  v  Tung.  Hert¬ 
ford  v  Camoertey.  Horrchtach  v  Ijrigsbury: 
Lewes  v  Clxsbr.  tf/ealdsicine  v  Hanow: 
W'mgfoe  and  fincktey  *  Epsom  jnd  Ewetl 
MINHIVA  SOUTH  MIDLANDS  LEAGUE: 
Premier  revision.  Biggleswade  v  Ron  ere 
Bar  Bracne  Spana  v  Lingiord.  Hoddesdon 
v  Artese,-  LeUevomi  v  Bedford.  London 
Coktey  v  Buckngham  AtfVenc:  Milan 
Keyr.es  v  Harpenden.  Toddiogton  v  Wetwyn 
Garden 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEAGUE 
Premier  division:  Bury  Tc*m  v  Lowestoft 
Feirstowe  P  and  T  v  'JVbbech.  tSreai 
Yarmouth  v  March  Scharr  v  Wooctondge 
Town  Tiptree  v  Dtss  Wartwys  v  Haiwn 
and  Preston-  Wrartvrr  v  SAatmarkei 
JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE  Firs  re¬ 
vision:  Lymnglan  v  lotion  Andover  n 
Gosport  B  AT'v  Dcwnron:  BemKrtm  Heath 
•  ymcclforch.  Chnsfohurch  v  AerosJnxtiaes: 
Cowes  Sports  v  Bournemouth.  Easrttoh  v 
Brockerwsi:  Ponsmouth  »  PeRrshefo. 
Thai  cram  Town  v  East  Cow«s:  Wimtcmc 
icwin  v  ffcmsev 

UNLfET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE:  Rrei 
dMsiorv  Brauass  HU  v  Portfefo.  Eantxxme 
Town  v  Souihwtk.  Horsham  Y  M  C  A  v 
Hassod-s.  Ungnav  Sports  v  Sekey.  Mile 
Cmk  v  Oakwood'  Pag  ham  v  Peacehaven 
ard  Telscomtie.  flngmer  v  ArurxteJ. 
Sail  dean  v  Wire:  Shoretiam  v  HaJsnam 
Three  Bridges  v  Whrlehaw*, 

FA  WOMEN'S  PREMIER  LEAGUE  Nal- 
ronal  demon:  Evenon  v  Wembiev  (at 
Goodcson  Pariv  noon) 


WtNSTONLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE  Fksl 
dvMoa-  Canterbury  v  Ladscuood.  Chatham 
v  Stade  Green.  Cray  v  Ramsgate, 
Crockenhrtl  v  Themesmearf,  Greenwich  v 
Folkestone  Invfoja.  Heme  Bay  v  Sheppey: 
Hythe  v  Deal.  Tuitndpc  Wefts  v  Fwness. 
Whitstafcte  Tcwm  v  Cornhiarr  Woolwich  v 
Beckenham 

HELLENIC  LEAGUE  Premier  diWtton: 
Bunham  v  Fantord.  Endsletgh  v  Bicester. 
Lamboi»nvAbrgdonUniied;Noflh  Leghv 
Wntoury  Swindon  Supernal  ine  v  Banbury 
Tirtfley  y  AknonasOuiy.  Wanrecse  v  Biecktey. 
UHLSPORT  UNITS)  COUNTES  LEAGUE: 
PremiBr  revision.  Boune  v  Potion: 
Cogonhoe  v  Bosion  Desbonxigh  v 
Evnesbury:  Holbeach  v  Long  BicHoy. 
Newport  Pagneli  v  Stotfold  N  S^erxx/  v 
Kemp&fon.  Spalding  v  Woonon.  S  and  L 
Ccrt>v  v  St  Neote.  Wriingoorou^  v 
Sramlord 

INTERLINK  EXPRESS  MIDLAND  ALLJ- 
ANCE  Btakenhadi  v  Persturc  T  Bndgrorthv 
Hafoscnnen  H:  Chasetown  v  Btowfch  Tmvn. 
Hlncljey  Alhtetfc  v  Stape'hsi.  Knypersfoy  V  v 
Barerel.  Roceslcr  v  FfoshaB  O.  Shrtnat  T  v 
Sandwefl.  Stratford  T  v  Botdmera  Si  M:  W 
MkJ  Podoe  v  OWbury  U.  WiFenhaH  *  Pofoal  V. 
ENDQLETGH  MIDLAND  COMBINATION: 
Premier  division:  Ahwchiirch  v  Handrahan 
Timber:.  BofohaJl  S  v  Wadesboume.  Cov¬ 
entry  Sphny  v  CotesW.  David  Lloyd  v  West 
Mrttrnd  Fire  Servee;  Highgate  tf 
WorceeJero,  Kenilworth  v  Shhcv.  Massey 
Feiguson  v  Kngs  Heath.  Scuthem  v  Knowte, 
Srudcy  BN  v  Men  Ka 

BANKS'S  BREWERY  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dhnaioa  Btoxwfoh  S  v  TwriaJe:  Bneriey  Hill  T 
v  Lye  Town  Oeriaaor  v  Mahcm  T.  HJ  Top  R 
v  Weartts Jds.  Smuipai  S  v  Lufcw  T; 
WcJverhampiDn  C  v  WaisaJ  Wood. 
Weonesfeid  v  Cradlev  Tram 
NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE 
Prerraer  cfivtsion:  Armthorpe  Wetlaic  v 
B&aer  Town;  Arnold  v  Pontehxl  Cols-  bngg 
Town  v  ShelTHd.  Halam  v  Ptckewig. 
Harteid  Main  v  Set*,  Uwrsedge  v  Hucknal 
Town  Mahby  M  W  v  Denaty  North  Ferriby 
v  Gtasshooghbn  Welfare:  Osseii  Akaon  v 
ThaokJey;  Ossen  Town  v  Asftftetf 
NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE  First 
division:  Birscough  v  TraHord.  Chadderton 
v  Naniwtch  Town;  CJaheroe  *  Ho#aar  Old 
Beys:  Kidsgiove  v  Eastwood  H:  Mossley  v 
Btackopcof  Hovers.  PCnntti  v  Vau *haS  G  M. 
Rostendale  v  Newcastle  Town.  Si  Hefcjn?  v 
Gtasop  North  End.  Salford  v  AJhertcn  Coir 
AFA  SENIOR  CUP:  Float  Civi  Service  v 
Lensbury. 


TOMORROW 


FOOTBALL 
Kfck-ofl  3  a  unless  staled 
FA  Carting  Prenveratep 

Uverpoot  v  Coventry . 

Coca-Cola  Cup 
Final 

Letcesier  v  Middfosbrou^t 
(a  Wembtey)  . — . 

FAI  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE 
Premier  division:  Home  Farm  v  UCD 
pi5):  St  Patrick's  Alb  v  Finn  Haps 
(20) 

FA  WOMEN'S  PREMIER  LEAGUE  Nal- 
lonal  diviston:  Croydon  v  Arsenal  (ai 
Croydon  Sports  Arena.  2.Q).  *eston  Town 
v  Tranmere  Rovere  (a)  New  Manor 
Ground.  20):  Lrnetpool  v  Dorwasttr  fat 
KWtby  Sport  Slartum.  noon).  MJlwaB  v 
Southampton  (at  Fisher  FC.  2  0) 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 
Kick-off  3  0  untes  stated 


Slones  Super  League 
Bradford  v  London  (6  Ol 

Hobtax  v  Sanord . 

Sheffield  v  Casilelord  (6  35) 
Warrington  v  Oldham . 

First  {fivtson 

Huddersfield  v  Feaheisione  (3  30) 
Wakefield  (3.15) 

Keighley  v  Whitehaven 

WtonesvHtdKR  . 

Workington  v  Dewsbury  . 

Second  division 

Bailey  v  Barrow  (3.15) . 

Carlisle  v  Hunslet . 

Doncaster  v  Lancashire  Lynn  .... 

Prascol  v  L«gn . 

ROGMsfa  v  Bratrie^' . 


RUGBY  UNION 
Krck-ofl  3  0  unless  stated 
Courage  Clubs  Championship 
First  division 
Wasps  v  Bath 

(al  Lottos  Road) -  - - 

Tennants  1556  Cup 
Filth  round 

Boroughmuu  v  Surfing  Couny . 

Dundee  HSFP  v  Hawick  Linden  ..  .. 
Edinburgh  Untv  v  Kirkcaldy  .  .  . 

Gala  v  Walsortans . 

Glesgow  Southern  v  West  ol  Scotland 

Henois  FP  v  Berwick  . ..  _ 

Melrose  v  Kelso  . ..... 

Peebles  v  Mrumoek  . 

TENNENTS  1556  BOWL  Second  round: 
Cariltj  Q  P  v  HIDpead/JordarMi;  Duns  v 
LirtJftngow;  East  Kiltxdc  v  S eftri.  Grange- 
moutri  v  DretfermSTHr  Lrvngslon  v  Prcsion 
Lodge,  Lochabcr  v  Biggar  Morgen  Acad 
FP  v  Trmity  Acads.  Rn&s  High  v 
Suaihendiick. 

TENNENTS  1556  SHIELD:  Fist  round: 
Aberdeen  GSFP  v  Harm'll  on  Acedv 
Corel irphine  v  Glasgow  Hh;  Glenrothes  v 
Glasgow  Acads:  Hawick  v  Sietuans  Mel  FP. 
Hawick  Trade;  v  Cume;  J«  Forest  v  Ayr: 
Mv^eihurqh  v  Edmcugh  Acacto.  St  Bo 
.veDs  v  Siewartry 

HOCKEY 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE-  Prentrer  cSvafon: 
Bertad  Tigers  v  Eesa  Gnnsteed  (ar  Hotynoad 
Centre.  2  301.  Giilftva  v  Havant  |ai 

Kro  Manor  School,  ntwr):  Old  UxqfHoni- 
ansv  Southwte  (ar  Chigwel.  1.30).  Reading 
v  Cannock  iat  Sorrnq  Lane.  2  0):  Su&ton  v 
Hounslow  (al  Sirtden  Road.  2  30).  TedcJng- 
:or, ,  Camstbury  iar  Duus  Meadows  Crus- 
«ck.  2.0).  Rrst  dlvBion:  Beoucn  v  Blue- 
hea£S  (at  Htgrififflfls.  NOOtfUtn.  COl  HJI 
v  '.Vanrgtpn  (s'  Hull  Umvtsrscv.  20).  Indian 
Gynvhjia  v  &oumvi3s  (al  Thomtwy  Ave¬ 


nue.  2  30).  tsca  v  Burnley  (a)  Eietcr  School, 
i  30);  Lewes  v  BrocMands  (al  Southdown 
Chto,  1  30i:  Chckxd  Hawks  v  City  ol  Pens- 
mouth  (at  Bantxay  Roea  12  30).  Oidord 
UntvBrety  v  Crostfois  (a)  Gypsy  Lane  Head- 
ngton.  1 0).  Sheffield  v  Doncaster  (a 
Abbeyifete  Park.  2  0):  Si  Atoans  v  Fittirands 
(at  Clarence  Park.  2  01.  Sroupor  v  Gtouces- 
let  City  lal  KrideBrensler  Sehaci.  3  30).  1 ro¬ 
ars,  v  Hariesion  Magpies  (at  Sianeham 
Lane  Easrfetgh  1301 

AEWHA  CUP:  Quarter Tinafe.  CUttor  v 
Canterbrey  (161;  Doncaster  v  Sutton  <1  0). 
Higrtcnm  v  Aktodge  (1230):  Sfough  v 
Ipswch  (2D) 

AEWHA  PLATE:  Quarts -finak  Ottem  v 
Cambertay;  Decade  R  v  Poynlon;  Si  kes  v 
Lccroinsjer:  Sncnoato-  v  DnttekL 

OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL  Basketball  League:  Shef- 
field  y  Letaester  (BSD);  Brrriwham  v 
Worlhng  (6.30).  London  v  NewcSSlfe  (630): 
Thames  Valley  v  Hamel  and  WaUctd  (6-001 
BOWLS:  Men's  British  champoreftpc  (al 
Morion  Mowbray) 

CYCLING:  "Ceding  MfeeWy"  ir.temaltanal 
grand  pro  (106  rates.  BeeconsfiekJ.  1 1 0em). 
GOLF:  Scrtbth  crampKin  ol  ch3mp«ns  (ai 
Laven  Unte) 

LACROSSE:  Daily  Telegraprt  Senior  Flags: 
FinaL  Melt*  v  HiUcn  Money  (a)  Drisbury 
Cnciet  Club) 

MOTOR  RACING:  Bnush  F3  champronsh(t 
tat  Swersfone) 

SNOOKER:  British  Open  fa  Plymouth 
PjmlonS) 

SQUASH:  British  Open  (a  Cardiff). 
TENNIS;  Daw  Cup:  EuroAftiC*  wk 
Group  one:  Second  round:  Greet  Bnun  v 
ZirTtoatwra  (at  Crystal  Pa«a). 
VOLLEYBALL  National  Cup  finals  Men: 
EVA  Trophy:  Danes  vTonbndgc  Under-18: 
Tcncfiinp  v  Wesse..  Women:  EVA  Trophy: 
Oueensway  v  Purbroak.  Under-IB:  We££» 
v  TameSide  (al  Pond's  Fordo.  SneifiekJ. 
10.0). 


FEDERATION  BREWERY  NORTHERN 
LEAGUE  First  c&vtskn:  Bedtt gion  Terrtere 
v  Eaeington:  CheyorUe-Streei  v  Crook; 
Concert  v  MorpeOi;  Dunoon  Federellon  v 
RTM  NeiNcasile  Guuborouah  v  ShMon: 
Muricn  v  South  SfteJds:  Tow  Lew  v 
Bfltagham.  West  Auckland  v  Ou+iam: 
Whet^r  v  Wuckham 

SMIRNOFF  IRISH  LEAGUE.  Premier  Or 
vision:  CMtonvtfe  v  brrfiefo:  Cotenane  v 
Ftrtadowr:  Gteneron  v  Me..  Qantaan  v 
Crusaders.  First  ffivtston.  Bariydaie  v 
Mev^y.  Bangor  v  D&anery:  Lame  v 
BaHymana:  Omagh  v  Carrick. 

PRESS  &  JOURNAL  HIGHLAND  LEAGUE' 
Devercrwote  m  Ferres  Mecftanws.  Elgn  v 
Wrct.  Academy.  Krth  v  R«etburgh; 
Lossiemoufti  v  Core.  Nakn  Co^nry  v  Hunrly: 
Peterhead  v  Brora:  Rothes,  v  Fort  Witam 
SOUTH  EAST  (XXJNnES:  Firm  dvUon. 
Cfurtton  AthielK  v  West  Kamil  I  0).  M*wf 
v  Leyton  Orient  (11 0):  Rorfomouth  v 
Cdmbndge  Lfotod  (ll.cj:  Ctoeens  Park 
Rangers  Fulham  MIDI  Tottenham  v 
N.?rwKh  Cnv  (1  >  0):  Watford  v  Chelsea 
(11  0)  Second  rftyfafon.  Bamei  v  Odord 
United  til  Or  Boumemoulh  v  Tottenham 
1110).  Brentford  v  Southampton  tit  0): 
Brighton  v  Luton  Town  (1 1  Ol:  Bnstd  City  v 
Ccfchesrer  Unrred  (nocn).  Btgk4  Raiere  v 
Reading  (1 IX*.  Crystal  Palace  v  WrnMedon 

mo) 

OLD  BOYS  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMstore 
OapnamOX  v  GfimOB.  Latymet  OB  vOtd 
Hsmptonsans:  Old  Moadcrnerti  v  CM 
Afovsiane:  Old  Vauphanare  v  Old 
TertMrtare 

ARTHURIAN  LEAGLt  Arthur  Dunn  Cup: 
FinaL  Foresters  v  Selopons  Premier 
dhusron:  Srenmoods  v  ChigweCians. 
Qx*nctelan3  v  Reptonfon&.  Lonoig  v 
WUelans 

HOCKEY 

IRISH  CUP:  Semr-bials;  Usnegarvey  v 
Boncddqt?  (a  Blans,  2  30).  RalMoy  Unton  v 
Pembroke  W  (al  Perfc  Ave.  1  301 
CLUB  MATCHES:  Barit  Buces  v  Mari- 
borough.  Bracknel  v  Wokingham:  Bowne- 
mourit  v  Faraham.  Caidrif  v  Newport; 
Ch chaster  v  Mid-Sussex:  Dereham  v 
Perertwo  T;  High  Wycombe  v  Martow. 
Lansdown  v  Roansoni:  Old  Wateouraane 
v  Woking:  Tunbridge  Wets  v  Beckanham: 
Whitchurch  v  Westbuiy. 

WOMEN'S  NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Premier 
division:  Doncaster  v  CWton  (1230): 
ipswxJt  v  Sfough  (Tuddanham  Ret  neon): 
Sutton  CL  v  Leicester  (11  30|:  Troians  v 
Highiown  (1  30)  First  dhftskxi:  Bedans  v 
Bradford  (12301:  BradmeB  v  Camaibuty 
12  Ci):  Chehnstoid  v  Bkidtarts  (1 130], 
Wimbledon  v  Orion  (noon]  Second  efi- 
visfon:  Ewnouth  v  Sherwood  11.30),  Old 
LOuqhtontans  v  Laughbcrough  Students 
(1  Oj.  St  Afoans  v  Ealing  (1.30):  West  Witney 
v  Woking  (noro) 

EAST  LEAGUE  Bexteyheath  v  WGC,  Buy 
v  Sevenoaks;  Camus  C  v  Ashforcr. 
Hariesfon  v  Ipswch 

MIDLANDS  LEAGUE:  Crimson  R  v  Ket¬ 
tering;  Hampton  v  Aldridge.  Pickwk*  v  N 
Statte.  W  Brom  v  Leteeoter. 

NORTH  LEAGUE:  Blackburn  y  Wehon. 
Lwarpool  v  Caiisltr  Poynlon  v  Sheffield: 
York  v  Chester 

SOUTH  LEAGUE  City  ol  Portsmouth  v 
hLrfnp&tead:  Reeding  v  Horsham.  Sotcn  v 
Winches  la;  Win  Htl  v  LtolWEh-  Worthmg  v 
Tufa?  Hi 

OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL:  Budwefear  Leaoue:  Derby 
v  SwfifeW  (730):  leittster  v  Srrrwjgfiam 

(7.30) :  Hand  and  Waflati  v  Mondteeicr 

(7.30) .  Woithrig  v  Chesa  (8  0) 

BOWLS:  Men's  British  championships  iar 
Melton  Mowbray) 

GOLF:  Scottish  chapter  ol  champ*ons  (at 
Lever  Links). 

SNOOKER  Bnieh  Open  (ai  Plymouth 
Pavtlicnsl 

SPEEDWAY:  Speedway  Star  Cup: 
Bradtod  v  Coventry  (7  30);  Sumdon  v 
Wbhwhampfon  (7^)1.  British  under-21 
champtonship:  Senn-hnal  ia  Berwick,  7  0) 
Pretraer  League  Knock.  Out  Cr^j-  Stoke  v 
Sheffield  [7.301 

SQUASH:  Bn&3h  Open  (a  CanfiH) 

TENNIS:  Daws  Cup:  EuraAftfca  zone: 
Group  onre  Second  round:  Grual  Britain  v 
Zimbebwe  jal  Oysral  Palace- j. 
VOLLEYBALL  National  Cup  BnalK  Merc 
Slot*  v  Tooling.  Boys’:  UndeM6: 
Haughton  v  t/tesse*.  Woman:  London  v 
Salford  Guts’:  Undei-16:  Kuhrook  v 
Tameslde  (a  Porto's  Forge,  awffieki, 
1030) 


RUGBY  UNION 
Kicfc-e#  3  0  unless  stated 
Courage  Clubs  Champtonship 
First  division 

Bristol  v  Northampton . 

Gloucester  v  Saracens  . 

Letcesier  v  Otrefl  . 

London  rich  v  Harlequins  . 

West  Hartlepool  v  Sale . 

Second  division 

Bedford  v  Newcastle  (2  15) . 

Coventry  v  Rotherham  . 

Moseley  v  London  Scottish . . 

Noffingham  v  Waertoo . 

Richmond  v  Blackheath  . 

Wakefield  v  Rugby  . . . 

Third  division 
Ex£4er  v  Fytoe . 

Harrogate  v  CM! on  . . . 

Leeds  v  Moriey . 

London  Welsh  v  Redruth  . 

Lydney  v  Walsall  . 

Reading  v  Cdev  . 

Rosstyn  Park  v  Liverpool  Si  Helens  .  . 

Wharfedafo  v  Havanl . 

Fourth  division  north 

Aspama  V  Manchester . 

Hereford  v  Worcester  .  . . 

Nuneaton  v  sioubridge  . 

Presfon  Grasshoppers  v  UctiHald  . 

Sandal  v  BritnmghanVSofihull  . 

Sheffield  v  Stok&orvTranT . 

Wmrtngton  Park  v  Kendal  . 

Fourth  dfinskm  south 

Askeans  v  Cftaiilon  Park  . 

Camheriey  v  Plymouih  .  — . 

Cheltenham  v  Berry  HB1 . 

Henley  v  Merropofcan  Pofice 
North  WtfshamvHqh  Wycombe  .  . 

TatarO  v  Newtury  . . . 

Weston-super-Mara  v  Barking  . 

SOUTH  WEST:  Firai  rSvlsron:  Bamstepfo  v 
Bradiam:  Bndgealer  v  Camborne:  Gfouces- 
for  OB  v  Torquay;  Matoenhe»d  v  Salisbury: 
Si  hies  v  Matson:  Stroud  v  Launceston. 
LONDON  AI®  SOUTH  EAST:  First  di¬ 
vision:  Esher  vCOaCoheian s;  GuCdtordand 
Godabnra  u  Thurrock:  Notvrich  v  Harlow. 
Rtedp  v  CHd  N%d-Whrtgfttiare.  Southend  v 
Ba&ngsJoLo.  Stamos  v  Sutton  and  Croy¬ 
don.  axfoury  v  Wimbtedon 
MIDLANDS:  First  cflvision:  Barkers  Buffs  v 
Wtttchurch.  Beforave  v  WesJleif^i.  Broad 
Streel  v  Sysicn:  Bufon  v  Stoctvrood  Paifo 


Camp  H®  v  Stafford.  Derby  v  Scunthorpe. 
Hire* Jev  v  Mansfield.  Leammgton  v  Leigh¬ 
ton  Buzzard 

NORTH:  Flrei  diviaton:  Broughton  Pari  v 
Hull  tomans;  Macdesifokl  v  BndSngmn. 
New  Bngrtoo  v  Wkfoes.  Siocfoon  v 
Bradford  and  ftngley  Tynedate  v  Sedgtev 
Part..  Wigion  v  West  Park  Bramhope 

TENNENTS  1556  BOWL  Second  round: 
Loehafcw  v  Brggar 

Walsh  League 

Ftret  division 

Cawphmy  v  Newbridge  (230) . 

Cardiff  v  Neaih  (230)  . 

LlaneSi  v  Ourivant  12  30) . 

Newport  v  Bridgend  1230) . 

Pontypridd  v  Treorchy  (230) . 

Swansea  v  Ebbw  Vale  (2  30) 

Second  dtvtelon 

Aberavon  v  Maesfeg  (2  30) . 

Abwcynon  v  AbertUlery  (230)  . 

Blackwood  v  Pontypool  (2.30)  ... 

Llandovery  v  Cross  Keys  (2.30) . 

Ystradgyrnaa  v  SW  Police  (2  30)  .... 
TURD  DIVISION:  Uwhnian  v  Kenffo  HI. 
Menhyi  v  PBtwnh.  Tent7y  Uld  v  Tcnju 
INSURANCE  CORPORATION  LEAGUE: 
First  dMsron;  Balymena  v  Old  Belvedere 
(2  to):  Cork  ContWiflioti  v  CXjxwnnon 
(3301:  Garvowen  v  Old  WerJey  |230)' 
tnctomanE  v  Young  Munaier  12  30t 
LansdMirv  v  Btoctoock  Colhge  (230/. 
Shannon  v  OW  Crescent  (2301.  Si  May  s 
College  v  Tererwe  Crflege  (230).  Second 
revision:  Elective  Ranaere  v  denial  (2301. 
-  -  -  “);  Hajhfiek' 


(230).  UCC  v 


(230):! 

Sunday 


's  Wefi  (2. 30) 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 

Stones  Super  League 
Parts  Sam-Germaln  v  ST  Helens  (7  0)  .. 
NATIONAL  CONFERS4CE  LEAGUE 
(230):  Ptbubbt  tMoiore  Bevofoy  v  May- 
field.  Lock  Lane  v  Hewcrth;  West  Hull  v 
Saddfowmh:  Woofcson  v  Ofoham  Si  Ames 
First  dhitslon:  Barrow  bland  v  ThomM.  East 
Leeds  v  Easimocr.  MB om  v  Oulon.  Wuiney 
Central  v  BbcUrrooh  Wigan  St  Juries  v 
Leigh  East  Second  rfivialon:  New 
v  Hui  Docken,  Cnenden  v  Feaiherstone 
AmaJeu 

BNFL  NATIONAL  CUP:  OuBifer-flnals: 
Clayton  v  Astern.  Ductey  Hi  v  Mtoord. 
EBenbcroogh  Rgre  v  Wigan  Sr  Pais: 
Normartcn  v  smfeugh. 


WILLIS  CO  Ft  ROOM  INTER  SERVICE 

RUGBY  CHAMPI0WSHIP/O\ 


ROYAL  NAVY  v  ARMY 

Sanmky  12.\pril  199".  KJck-off.^ptn 
12^0pm  U-21  match 
England  Students  v  Combined  Services 

ARMY  v  ROYAL  AIR  FORCE 

Wednesday  16  April  1997.  M±off$pm 
1230pm  match 
Portsmouth  Grammar  School 
v  Kira's  SchooL  Bruton 

ROYAL  AIR  FORCE  v  ROYAL  NAVY 

Wcdnesdaj' J5  April  1997.  Kfdi-off.lpoi 

1 2.30pm  match 

Sissex  v  Hampfittr©  Spools  “U-12S" 

Adufls  CIO  (Juniors  half-pnca)  Family  £20 
(2  adults  &  2  children)  School  Parties  Cl  per  person 


Tickets  from  Credit  Card  Hotline  )  j  ^ 

01705  865575  or  at  the  gate  ^ 
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1  ARSENAL _ | 

■jMaflj  Arsenal  must  hope  David  Sea- 
man,  shaky  on  his  recent 
return  against  Liverpool,  will 
find  his  true  form  Midfield, 
remains  Arsenal’s  problem,  the  more  so 
with  the  loss  of  Paul  Morson.  David  Platt 
has  still  to  show  his  old  form,  Steve  Hughes 
is  still  maturing,  and  too  much  depends  on 
Patrick  Vieira.  Tony  Adams,  the  captain, 
will  miss  the  matdi  because  of  an  ankle 
injury,  but  Nicolas  Aneflca,  18,  will  at  last 
make  his  debut  after  his  transfer  from  Paris 
Saint-Germain.  BO 
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THE  TIMES  GUIDE  TO  THE  PREMIERSHIP  THIS  WEEKEND 


I  »  ASTON  VILLA  j 

Bookmakers  rarely  get  it 
wrong,  but.  VQla  supporters 
had  a  good  old  chudde  recently 
when  they  examined  the  bet¬ 
ting  slip  for  the  game  .against  Bladebum 
Rovers  at  Ewood  Park.  In  the  “Who  mil 
score  the  first  goal?"  section,  Neil  Davis  was 
rated  as  co-second  favourite  of  four  at  8-1. 
Now  Davis,  23,  might  be  a  promising  stri¬ 
ker,  but  he  made  only  three  appearances  for 
Villa,  as  a  substitute,  last  season  and  has  sat 
on  the  bench  once,  without  playing,  this 
season.  Get  real,  Ladbrokes.  RK 


|  ^^BLACKBURN  ROVERS  1 

Has  there  ever  been  a  longer 
mri3B0M  running  saga  in  football  than 
the  managerial  situation  at 
ImtcctuboheJ  Bjadcbum?  Roy  Hodgson,  the 
manager  in  waiting,  wfll  not  now  join  until 
a  month  before  the  new  season  starts, 
according  to  reports  from  Italy.  The 
Intemazionale  manager  was  hoping  for  an 
early  release,  but  the  Italian  dub  wants 
him  to  stay  on  until  the  end  of  June.  Rovers 
have  no  injury  worries  as  they  search,  on 
Monday,  for  the  win  against  Leeds  that 
should  ensure  Premiership  survival.  DM 


|  -  CHELSEA _ 

Chelsea  seem  as  erratic  as  ever, 
so  much  stronger  at  home  than 
taTS,  away,  but,  over  the  years,  they 
■R  R-4  have  always  been  a  problem 
for  Arsenal..  As  usual.  Gianfranco  Zola 
surely  holds  the  key.  Arsenal  may  try  to 
subdue  him  by  using  Martin  Keown  in  the 
marwnarfcing  role  to  which  he  is  well  used. 
However,  with  John  Hartson  no  longer  a 
part  of  Arsenal’s  attack,  it  should  mean  that 
Chelsea's  defence  is  less  embarrassed  than 
usual  in  the  air.  Especially  if  Frank  Leboeuf 
is  fit  again.  BG 


[  covENTRypinr  | 

ft  is  rare  that  dute  gang  up  on 
one  of  their  own,  but  the  dc- 
dsion  to;  dismiss  Middles-  . 
trough's  appeal  against  thdr 
three-point  deduction  was  Ymarmnoosly  > 
welcomed  by  the  Premiership  frethehm.  - 
None  more  so  than  Cdvehtiy,,w4use  ^e- 
carious  position  would,  have  become  dire, 
had  Middlesbrough  been  sudcefefiiL^ff 
that  had  happened,  every  dub.in  the  land  - 
would  be  looking  to  postpone  games  whatf.  . 
ever  they  ran  into  injuiyproWems,?  Liam 
Daish.  the  Coventry  captain,  observed.  RK 


K' 


|  a  DERBY  COUNTY  1 

Mart  Poom,  Che  Estonia  goal- 
YY/  keeper,  makes  his  debut  today 
and  be  could  be  joined  by 
*  Wanchope,  a  striker  from  Cos¬ 
ta  Rica.  Regulations  dictate  that  only  three 
players  from  outside  the  European 
Commm  unity  can  play,  but  an  injury  to 
Stimac.  sustained  in  Croatia’s  World  Cup 
qualifying  match  in  Slovenia,  allows 
Wanchope  to  feature  alongside  Pbotn  and 
Asancvic.  Poom  supported  United  as  a 
child  when  he  watched  games  relayed  to 
Tallinn  on  Finnish  television.  RH 


I  f .  EVERTON  | 

Dave  Watson  is  having  a 
ol  ®  La  baptism  of  fire  as  Everton  "s 
caretaker  player-manager, 
witii  Hinchdifie  and  Grant  out 
for  the  season,  Barrett  and  Barraby  missing 
today  and  Short  and  Branch  facing  late 
fitness  tests.  “Picking  my  first  team  wont  be 
difficult."  Watson  said,  .“because  we’ve  only 
got  about  12  to  select  from."  And  one  erf 
them.  Phelan,  spent  14  hours  travelling 
home  from  Macedonia  with  Ireland  on 
Thursday.  Watson  has  made  one  decisive 
change,  however  Southall  returns.  PB 


I  LEEDS  UNITED _ 

Even  with  two  new  signings, 
msQ?  iijj  Eterek  Lilley  and  Pierre  Lau- 
rent,  George  Graham  is  still 
looking  to  expand  his  squad, 
but  he  denied  an  offer  for  Alan  Mahon, 
Tranxnere's  midfield  player.  Palmer  and 
Mdenaar  are  suspended,  while  Radebe 
and  Yeboah  are  on  international  duty.  Ian 
Rush,  meanwhile,  continues  out  of  pos¬ 
ition.  wide  on  the  right  "I’m  happy  just  to 
be  in  the  team,"  he  said,  “but  I  don’t  want 
to  be  playing  there  next  season.  I  still  think 
my  best  position  is  as  a  forward."  PB 


1  LEICESTER  CITY 

Residents  of  Vallance  Road,  in 
(-jMMB^Jthe  East  End  of  London,  will 
\tgiSg5/  probably  be  cheering  on  Muzzy 
Izzet,  the  Leicester  City  mid- 
field  player,  in  the  Coca-Cola  Cup  final.  Hie 
street  is  remembered  as  the  address  of  the 
Kray  twins,  but  Izzet  hopes  to  add  to  its 
fame,  having  lived  there  as  a  child.  "I  found 
out  about  Ronnie  and  Reggie  when  I  was 
nine  and  to  be  honest  I  was  quite  excited.  At 
that  age  you  like  the  idea  of  reaHife 
gangsters,"  Izzet  said.  “It  was  a  really  nice 
area  —  not  like  the  film."  RH 


LIVERPOOL  -  j 

Four  games  in  nine  days,- 
including  Everton,  Manchester 
United  and  a  Cup  Winners* 


&  United  and  a  Cup  Winners’  ..  j  r. 

Cup  semi-final,  will  probably 

np  I  iwrtw>l,c  emenn  RnV  EvailS.  the  .  *"7  rl". 


shape  Liverpool's  season.  Roy  Evans,  the 
manager,  watched  Steve  McManaman 
limp  out  of  training  yesterday  with  a  thigh 
problem.  McManaman  will  have  treatment 
in  the  hope  of  playing  against  Coventry 
tomorrow,  but  Evans  is  left  rueing  the  fact 
that  he  did  not  withdraw  the  midfield 
player  from  the  England  squad  when  he 
suffered  the  same  problem  last  week.  DM 


1  _^^MANCHESTCn  UNITED 

^^^^D-There^s  a  lot  of  excitement 
Jp  about  the  place  at  the  moment,” 
Alex  Ferguson  said  yesterday. 

*****  "  Being  the  holiday  period,  kids 
are  at  the  training  ground,  we’ve  had 
thousands  at  the  ground  this  week,  and  it 
adds  to  the  buzz  about  the  place."  They  saw 
Gary  Paiiister  and  David  Beckham,  who 
both  missed  the  England  match  last -week, 
back  in  training  and  who  return  against 
Derby.  Gary  Neville  and  David  May,  who 
was  a  late  addition  to  the  England  squad, 
are  both  doubtful.  PB 


1  MIDDLESBROUGH _ | 

Robbie  Mustoe  has  recovered 
Ay  from  a  thigh  strain  and  is  likely 
to  return  for  the  Coca-Cola  Cup 
x ^  final,  probably  at  Clayton 
Blackmore's  expense.  Similarly,  Fabrizio 
Ravanelli’S  tom  hamstring  is  apparently 
repaired  in  time  for  him  to  lead  the 
Teesside  attack.  Reassurance  can  also  be 
derived  from  the  record  books,  which  show 
that,  while  Robson’S  ensemble  have  soored 
22  Coca-Cola  Cop  goals  this  season. 
Leicester  have  managed  only  ten.  A 
statistic  to  ding  to. 


|  ^  NEWCASTUE  UNITED 

.tlA  Shearer.  That  is  the  name  on 
the  lips  of  Newcastle  support- 
e is  this  week.  However,  they 
must  wait  to  see  if  he  is 
available  against  Sunderland  after  a  groin 
injury.  He  trained  yesterday  for  only  the 
second  lime  since  his  operation  a  month 
ago.  but  was  playing  it  cagey.  “I  will  leave  it 
as  long  as  possible.  I  have  trained  and  now  I 
must  wait  to  see  bow  I  feel  in  the  morning," 
be  said.  Kenny  Dalglish,  the  manager,  is 
likely  to  be  even  more  cautious,  and  Shearer 
could  start  on  the  bench.  DM 
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|  ...  SHEmELP  WEDNESDAY  | 

®  David  Pleat,  with  a  new  three- 
year  contract  after  sterling 
work  this  season,  has  set  his 
sights  on  a  place  in  Europe. 
Pleat  believes  62  points  will  ensure  a 
glamorous  venture  on  the  Continent  next 
season,  and  he  has  encouraged  his  players 
to  strive  for  the  four  wins  and  a  draw  that 
will  ensure  a  top-five  place  and  entry  into 
the  Ifefa  Cup.  Pleat  will  have  plenty  of 
money  to  play  with  next  season;  a  proposed 
flotation  could  offer  him  up  to  E17  million  to 
spend  on  new  players.  DM 


I  |  _  j  jj  SUNDERLAND _ | 

SjSfl  Chris  Waddle  returns  to  St 
UralS  James’  Park  wearing  red  and 
white  for  the  Tyne  and  Wear 
derby  today.  Witii  the  dubs  12 
miles  apart.  North  East  families  have 
divided  loyalties  and  none  more  so  than  the 
Howeys.  Lee  replaces  the  injured  Andy 
Melville  in  central  defence  ibr  Sunderland, 
while  Steve  is  a  likely  Newcastle  substitute. 
Lee  is  bracing  himself  to  counter  one  or  both 
of  Alan  Shearer  and  Les  Ferdinand,  but 
Sunderland  at  least  have  Niall  Quinn  fit  to 
lead  their  attack. 


OTTINGHAM  FOREST  j 

Are  Nottingham  Forest  really 


so  well  endowed  for  quality 
that  they  can  afford  to  delay  the 
;  introduction  of  a  player  ranked 

as  the  brightest  prospect  ax  the  City  Ground 
since  Roy  Keane?  John  Bums,  19.  a  midfield 
player,  has  been  offered  a  five-year  contract 
after  being  named  Ireland’s  young  player  of 
the  year.  However,  he  will  not  feature 
against  Southampton  this  afternoon. 
Moore  and  O’Neil  are  more  likely  to  make 
their  full  debuts  for  Fbrest  in  what  is  a 
crucial  fixture.  RH 


SOUTHAMPTON 


I  HOW  THEY  &TAND  V 

/  \  L^-f-  Goal  LaStflwa 

J  J — 1-RiPte  cfiff  Igegssross 

I^ManchestaLlMT. . 31 '  63  '"'+83--  -DWLWyV 

; 2  Liverpool- . 31  60  +27  DLWDW  •  - 

3  Arsenal . . 32  57  +24  LWWWL^ 

4  Newcastle _ 30  52  +23-  WLLWD-  ; 

5  Aston  Villa . 31  50  +10  tJWLDWV  :: 

6  Chelsea . 31  49  +7  -  .  BLVVWL.  -  . 


i*edop . . 30  46 

. ..32  41 


15  West  Hot . IMDOM 

33  '-Wt- ;  "JJNLLD  ■:  -\V:! 
CmMBdcSasbiough  ...aa..  31  32:  V  -8  WWWWD  >  ’* 

-gl  V  IDODD^ 


L  *  "Mettle"  is  the  buzzword  from 
ggg  Graeme  Souness,  the  manager, 

q&Em  who  knows  Southampton  must 
show  theirs  in  attempting  to 
win  at  the  City  Ground  today.  Le  Tissier’s 
foot  iryuiy  has  improved,  while  Dodd  and 
Lundekvam  are  fit  again.  There  are  no  new 
faces,  but  the  refusal  of  Mike  Marsh  to 
rejoin  Souness,  his  manager  at  Liverpool 
and  Galatasaray,  from  Southend  United 
was  apparently  less  a  vote  of  no  confidence 
in  Southampton  than  one  in  favour  of 
Southend,  where  his  family  is  settled.  NS 


31  TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR  | 

^  In  the  Premiership’s  unofficial 
Lgk  five-club  London  league,  Wim- 
bledon  head  the  table,  with  14 
paints  from  six  derbies  this 
season,  and  Tottenham  lie  at  the  bottom, 
with  ratty  four  points  from  seven.  The  sides 
meet  tilts  afternoon,  at  White  Hart  Lane,' 
witii  no  prizes  for  guessing  the  probable 
outcome.  Despite  having  had  13  days  off 
since  their  last  match,  Tottenham  still  have 
injury  doubts  about  Walker,  Sheringhara, 
Anderton,  Campbell  and  Iversen.  What  a 
surprise.  RK 


|  WEST  HAM  UNITED _ | 

Iggn  When  Saturday  comes  to  Up- 
ton  Fark.fbotban  too  often  fails 
to  coincide.  This  season.  West 
Ham  supporters  have  seen 
their  team  in  action  at  home  just  six  times 
on  football's  former  feast  day  and  not  at  all 
in  1997.  Today’s  blank  is  necessitated  by  a 
Wembley  date  for  Middlesbrough,  whose 
visit  has  been  rescheduled  for  Wednesday, 
when  Steve  Lomas  should  make  his  West 
Ham  debut  Peter  Storrie,  the  managing 
director,  said.  “We  are  all  getting  withdraw¬ 
al  symptoms."  KP 


|  j— WIMBLEDON _ J 

H®  *J|  Wimbledon  have  no  fear  of 
derbies  —  they  have  won  four 
and  drawn  two  of  their  six  so 
far  this  season  —  and  a  win  at 
Selhurst  Park  over  Tottenham  Hotspur, 
their  opponents  today,  back  in  September 
launched  thdr  unbeaten  run.  However, 
there  is  talk  of  legal  action  against  the  dub 
by  Vmnie  Jones,  who  wants  to  be  released 
from  his  Contract  in  order  to  pursue  offers 
from  France  and  Belgium.  If  a  writ  is  issued 
next  week;  it  would  hardly  be  the  ideal 
preparation  for  their  FA  Cup  semi-final.NS 


Brian  Gtanvile,  Pater  Ball,  RusseD  Kesroson,  Richard  Hobson,  Nick  Szcaapanik. 
Kstth  Wta.  David  Maddock.  Statistics;  Jufian  Desborough 


ASTON  VILLA  v 
EVERTON 

TICKETS:  sests  av^abte 


CHELSEA  v 
ARSENAL 

TICKETS:  sold  out 


MANCHESTER  UNITED  v 
DERBY  COUNTY 

TICKETS:  sold  oU 


10-YEAR  RECORD:  0-1,  — ,  3-0, 6-2, 2-2, 0-0. 2-1. 0-0, 0-0. 1-0 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

ASTON  VILLA  (from):  M  Oakes,  F  Nelson,  A  Wright,  U  Ehtogu,  S 
Stanton,  G  Southgate,  M  Draper,  I  Taylor,  D  Yoke.  S  Mfosevte,  J 
Joachim. 


EVERTON  (from):  N  Southall,  T  Phelan,  D  Watson.  C  Short.  D 
Unswoth,  B  Dunoe,  G  Speed,  CThorraea  J  Paridnson,  D  Ferguson,  G 
Stuart,  P  Rideout.  M  Hottiger.  M  Branch,  M  Bell,  P  Garrard. 


10-YEAR  RECORD:  1-0. 1-1.  — .  OO.  2-1, 1-1. 1-0, 0-2. 2-1. 14) 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

CHELSEA  (bom):  F  Grades,  N  Colgan,  P  Parker,  D  Granule,  D 
Petrescu,  F  LeboeuJ,  E  Johnsen,  S  Oario,  A  Myers,  E  Newton,  C 
Bliley,  S  Mnto,  J  Moms,  M  Nfchote.  N  Clement,  G  Viafi,  P  Hughes,  G 
Zola. 

ARSENAL  flrotn):  D  Seaman,  L  Dixon,  N  Wrtotxjn,  S  Bould,  M 
Keowa  D  PWt,  D  Bergkamp,  P  Vieira,  I  Wright.  S  Hughes,  NAnefta,  P 
Shaw,  R  Parlour,  S  MarshaS,  R  Garde,  L  Harper. 


10-YEAR  RECORD:  — ,  +1, 02. 1-2. 3-1.  -,  _ 


_  HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

MANCHESTER  UTD  (bom):  P  Schmeichel,  P  Nevffle.  D  Irwin,  D  May,  G 
PNfeter,  R  Johnsen,  D  Beckham,  R  Keane,  N  Butt,  E  Cantona,  R 
Giggs,  O  G  Sdsktaer,  A  Cole.  G  NevSte,  K  Poboreky,  P  Schotes,  B 
McClair,  J  Caiyff.  R  van  der  Gouw. 

DERBY  (bom):  M  Poom.  J  Laursan.  C  Powsfl,  C  DsfBy,  P  McGrath,  M 
Cartxm,  P  Tnoflope.  R  van  der  Lean,  A  Asanovic,  A  Ward,  D  Sturridge,  P 
Smpeon,  D  PowsS,  R  WSarvs,  P  Wanchope.  M  Sofia  R  HoutL 


TOMORROW 


NEWCASTLE  UNITED  v  • 

1  fr  SUNDERLAND  \' 

.  illll  TICKETS:  sold  out  | _ J:' 

10- YEAR  RECORD:  — .  — ,  1-t,~ 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

s  Walson,  R  StbtL.J  Berestord. 
Peaax*,  D  Bstfty,  w  Barton, R  Lee,  D  GinoJa,  K  Gflespie,  A  Shearer, 
Fw*Bnd,  P  Beadsiey,  F  AspriOa,  L  Ctark,  D  Hamflton,  P  SrrtwK 

SUNDERLAND  jtrnm^L  Perez,  G  Hal.  D  Kubidd,  GOrd.L  Howay, 
*  Bai.  P  Bracewafl  M  Gray.  C  Waddle,  P  Sts 
Bn^M,  C  Russell,  N  CWnn,  D  Kelly.  J  Efikssdn,  M  Smith,  C” 
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=5^  FOOTBALL 

J  Leicester 
prepare 
Wembley 
ambush 
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By  Peter  Ball 


a^sui( 


*  rivals 


sh  call 


grow? 


AS  Leicester  City discovered  in 
I%9.  it  is  not  unknown  for  a 
jteain  to  reach  a  cup  final  and 
■  w  be  relegated  in  the  same  year, 
'  but  Middlesbrough,  Leices¬ 
ter's  opponents  at  Wembley 
tomorrow  in  the  Coca-Cola 
Cop  final*  could  yet  make  such 
bittersweet  achievements  pale 
by  comparison. 

They  play  an  FA  Cup  semi¬ 
final  a  week  later,  leaving 
open  the  possibility  that,  after 
failing  to  reach  a  significant 
final  in  122  years,  they  could 
end  the  season  with  two  cups 
in  their  trophy  cabinet.  They 
are  also  in  some  danger, 
albeit  receding,  of  relegation. 
A  schizophrenic  season,  by 
any  criteria. 

tt  is  hard  to  imagine  a 
greater  contrast  than  with 
/Martin  O'Neill's  wholly  admi- 

f— ; - 

FA  hearing  finds 
Stevenage  guilty 

Stevenage  Borough,  the 
Vauihall  Conference  champi¬ 
ons,  have  been  fined  £25.000 
by  the  Football  Association 
after  Vidor  Green,  their  chair¬ 
man.  was  found  guilty  of 
asking  for  a  E30.000  incentive 
from  Torquay  United,  the 
Nationwide  League  third  di¬ 
vision  chib,  not  to  sell  Barry 
Hayies  the  Stevenage  striker, 
last  season.  The  sale  could 
-a  have  led  to  Stevenage  being 
.  J  overtaken  by  Woking,  which 
would  have  meant  relegation 
for  Torquay.  The  fine  has 
r  been  suspended  for  two  years 
but  Stevenage  have  been 
ordered  to  pay  £10.000  to¬ 
wards  the  costs  of  thehearing. 


table  Leicester,  a  side  that 
plays  to  its  maximum,  a  unit 
considerably  greater  than  the 
sum  of  its  parts. 

The  team  of  Ravanelli  and 
Juninho.  of  Emerson  and 
Beck,  have  illuminated  the 
Riverside  Stadium  and.  rather 
less  regularly,  same  other 
imposing  grounds  this  season. 
If  they  can  -reproduce  their 
best  moments  tomorrow,  then 
Wembley  will  be  graced  by 
their  presence: 

On  some  occasions  Mid¬ 
dlesbrough  ;  have  looked  a 
■shambles,  with  a  defence  that 
«*is  one  of  die  worst  at  the  top 
level  in  living  memory,  and  in 
front  of  them  a  bickering, 
unco-ordinated  crew.  “We 
have  had  our  teething  trou¬ 
bles,  but  if  we  win  two  cups 
and  stay  up  this  season.  1  don’t 
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BASKETBALL 

EUROLEAGUE.  Quartar-Enato:  TOd  leg* 
SKfenef  MiUn  (It)  61  OtinpW  Lubtora 
Kta«rta)  77:  Toamsyaem  Batogna  fll)  (2 
BatxSam  (Sp)  87  ( Ljubljana  and  Barcelona 
qu%  tar  final  low*  champioriabtp). 
aUDWEJSER  LEAGUE:  Leopards  109 
[B«Vji23.  VounqUocxI  2D.  Dave.  18.  Bal'er 
1»  Home/  A  IttiKofd  Heyate  B*  /Vogel  £3. 
Sdttda  19,  Ciuashie  11) _ 

BOWLS _ 

SWANSEA-  CIS  (Insurance)  Welsh  Indoor 
torn,  chsnnorctfp:  Fours  Quarter 
■rata  L)ane3(M  Roberts)  w/o  CanSTI  IP 


Fkwtands)  scr.  Rhondda  (J  Janes]  bear 
Cardifl  [M  UimanJ  21-16:  Swansea  (J 
Price)  M  Tortaan  (A  Burges*)  19-11;  Pori 
Taftor  (B  PoweB)  bl  Ogwr  IJ  Hosfcms)  19- 

SHARJAH  cup 

SRI  LANKA  v  PAKISTAN 
SHARJAH  (PsMstan  won  toss):  Sri  LanLa 
bear  Pakotan  by  19  runs. 

SRI  LANKA 

S  T  Jayaanya  Biw  b  Younts  ....  -  3 

tfl  S  Kahjwttharana  few  b  Atom  .  ..  0 

M  Aiapaltu  c  Musrtap  b  Salim  MaBK  . .  EM 

P  A  de  SiVa  si  Moin  b  Saqlain . W 

■A  RanaUmga  c  Rameez  b  Saqlain  ... ..  20 
R  S  Mahanama  c  Yol ns  b  AKrom  .  „  3 

W  P-U  J  C  Vaas  b  Saqlain .  0 


Poacher  and  goalkeeper  relish  Coca-Cola  Cup  final  confrontation 


Australian  rules  the  Middlesbrough  roost 


think  I  can  be  accused  of 
putting  a  side  together  too 
quickly."  Bryan  Robson,  the 
manager,  said. 

With  the  return  to  the  basics 
of  a  back  four,  the  signing  of 
Nesta  and  Schwarzer  and  the 
reappearance  of  Nigel  Pear¬ 
son.  they  are  a  more  compact, 
unified  team,  and  the  cup 
successes  have  begun  to  be 
earned  over  into  the  FA  Car¬ 
ling  Premiership. 

Tomorrow  the  attention  will 
focus  on  Juninho  and 
Ravanelli.  who  could  provide 
one  of  the  more  memorable 
finals  but,  even  on  the  big  day. 
with  Juninho  only  just  back 
from  Brazil  and  Ravanelli  still 
enigmatic  about  his  future,  the 
doubts  cannot  be  pur  aside. 

With  Intemazionale  hover¬ 
ing.  Middlesbrough  may  need 
to  win  a  trophy  —  and  avoid 
relegation  —  to  retain 
Ravanelli.  “Ir  is  so  important 
to  play  in  Europe,"  he  said. 
“When  you  are  used  to  it  you 
miss  it  But  we  must  not  only 
think  about  Europe.  It  would 
be  very  bad  to  get  info  Europe 
[by  winning  the  Coca-Cola 
Cup]  and  be  relegated  at  die 
same  time." 

Ravanelli  stayed  out  of  Ita¬ 
ly’s  draw  with  Poland  on 
Wednesday  to  protect  a  ham¬ 
string  and  ensure  his  fitness 
for  tomorrow. 

As  important  as  the  Italian 
will  be  tomorrow,  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Pearson  will  be  vital  if 
the  treat  of  Heskey  and 
Claridge  is  to  be  contained. 
Four  years  ago.  as  Sheffield 
Wednesday  captain,  a  broken 
leg  cost  Pearson  four  Wem¬ 
bley  appearances  —  a  semi¬ 
final.  two  finals  and  a  replay 
—  in  two  months. 

His  indomitable  spirit  will 
need  ro  be  reflected  by  his 
team,  for  Leicester  demon¬ 
strated  outstanding  resilience 
and  team  spirit  in  their  semi¬ 
final  battle  withvWtmbledon 
(and,  indeed,  in  their  FA  Cup 
matches  with  Chelsea).  They 
might  not  have  a  Juninho  but 
in  Parker  and  Lennon,  they 
have  a  midfield  to  respect 

They  also  have  Wembley 
experience.  If  their  four  FA 
Cup  finals,  all  unsuccessful, 
are  shrouded  in  the  mists  of 
rime,  most  of  their  present 
learn  have  played  in  four 
recent  play-off  finals.  Last 
year  Da  ridge’s  goal  in  the 
dying  seconds  capped  an  out¬ 
standing  team  performance, 
combining  irresistable  det¬ 
ermination  with  some  excel¬ 
lent  passing.  Middlesbrough 
beware. 


The  Imposing  Schwarzer  has  helped  to  transform  Middlesbrough’s  season 


STANDING  outside  the  Riv¬ 
erside  Stadium  on  a  biting 
North  East  evening,  two  skin¬ 
ny  boys  huddle  together,  ner¬ 
vously  waiting  for  a  glimpse 
of  Middlesbrough’s  latest  for¬ 
eign  import.  Striding  into  the 
night  comes  their  quarry,  and 
all  uncertainty  is  dispersed. 

Blond  and,  at  6ft  4in,  im¬ 
posing,  it  is  easy  to  recognise 
Mark  Schwarzer,  even  when 
the  only  previous  glimpse  of 
him  has  been  from  the  bad:  of 
a  stand  through  Teesside 
drizzle.  Then,  when  he  talks, 
his  blinkered  confidence 
makes  it  even  dearer  that 
here  is  a  member  of  that 
strange  breed:  the  last  line  of 
defence. 

“I  am  not  mad.  or  at  least  I 
don't  think  of  myself  as  being 
part  of  that  mad  fraternity  of 
goalkeepers,  but  1  am  outspo¬ 
ken.  I  have  got  my  opinions 
and  I  give  them,"  be  said 
through  a  smile.  “You  hare  10 
possess  that  confidence  and 
be  a  little  eccentric  to  be  a 
goalkeeper.  Maybe  I  am  mad. 
but  then  when  1  see  players 
doing  that  tackling  business 
. . .  that’s  absolutely  crazy." 

Another  laugh  and  Schvvar- 
zer  delivers  the  most  telling 
evidence  of  all.  “Anyway.  I 
am  an  Aussie  and  you  know 
Aussies  —  1  bet  you've  never 
met  a  shy  one." 

Schwarzer  was  bom  in 
Sydney  24  years  ago  to 
German  parents  who  had 
emigrated  in  search  of  a 
better  life.  His  father  ran  the 
local  children's  football  club 
and  put  him  in  goal  “because 
he  reckoned  I  kept  tripping 
over  my  own  feet  as  an 
outfield  player".  From  such 
beginnings,  Schwarzer  has 
become  the  most  unlikely,  yet 


By  David  Mad  dock 

most  significant,  of  Bryan 
Robson’s  exotic  signings. 

The  Middlesbrough  man¬ 
ager's  outlay  on  foreigners  is 
fast  approaching  £30  million, 
yet  it  was  only  after  a  relative¬ 
ly  modest  £1.25  million  invest¬ 
ment  in  Schwarzer  at  die  end 
of  February  that  it  really 
began  io  pay  dividends. 

Before  Schwarzer’s  arrival. 
Middlesbrough  had  won  five 
FA  Carling  Premiership 
games  all  season.  In  March, 
with  his  assured  presence 
generating  calm,  they  record- 


%ALLtf 


ed  four  straight  league  vic¬ 
tories  to  suggest  an  escape 
from  what  had  appeared  the 
certainty  of  relegation. 
Schwarzer  also  produced  fine 
perfo/Tnances  against  Stock- 
port  County  in  the  Coca-Cola 
Cup  semi-final  to  help  his 
club  to  the  first  important 
final  in  its  121 -year  history. 

Tomorrow,  at  Wembley,  he 
will  add  another  twist  to  a 
bizarre  season  that  started 
with  him  sifting  in  the  stands 
in  Germany  and  included  an 
unsuccessful  trial  with  Man¬ 
chester  City.  “1  cant  quite 
believe  what  has  happened" 
Schwarzer  said.  “I  have  felt 
down  at  times,  but  I  never  lost 
my  confidence  and  now  I  am 
playing  at  Wembley.  Mind 
you,  for  all  the  glamour,  our 


main  goal  has  still  got  to  be 
survival.” 

Possessing  a  strong  belief 
in  his  own  ability  as  well  as 
dual  nationality,  Schwarzer 
had  travelled  to  Germany  as 
a  fresh-faced  2J -year-old  in 
search  of  his  fortune.  Instead, 
he  endured  2b  years  “of  being 
messed  about"  by  Kaiserslau¬ 
tern  before  walking  ouL  “I  am 
not  being  arrogant,  but  I 
knew  1  was  worth  a  place  in 
the  side  “  he  said. 

Retreating  to  the  Australia 
squad,  Schwarzer  talked  to 
countrymen  playing  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  three  days  later  was 
on  his  way  to  Maine  Road  for 
a  trial.  Neither  Manchester 
City  nor  he  were  impressed, 
but  his  trial  match  was 
against  Bradford  City  and  for 
three  months  he  proved  his 
brilliance  with  them  in  the 
first  division,  as  well  as  two 
high-profile  FA  Cup  ties, 
against  Erertan  and  Sheffield 
Wednesday.  Robson  came 
catling,  offering  Bradford  a  £1 
million  profit  on  their  invest¬ 
ment  after  just  16  games,  and 
tomorrow  the  fairy-tale  will 
almost  be  complete, 

Schwarzer.  though,  hopes 
that  there  will  be  no  more 
frustrations.  "Kaiserslautern 
won  the  cup  in  Germany,  but 
were  relegated  by  a  goal  with 
just  eight  minutes  of  this 
season  remaining,  and  I 
don’t  want  a  repeat  of  that," 
he  said.  “It  has  always  been 
my  ambition  to  play  in  the 
Premiership  and  even  though 
the  cups  are  a  nice  diversion, 
it  is  vita]  that  we  don't  let 
them  deflect  us  from  the  real 
aim."  Nothing,  one  suspects, 
will  deflect  Schwarzer  from 
his  goals,  figuratively  and 
literally. 


Nothing  tests  the  imagina¬ 
tion  like  a  photo-opportuni¬ 
ty.  It  is  an  occasion  for 
posing  in  contrived  situations  that 
become  less  and  less  relevant  to  the 
event  they  are  intended  to  promote. 
This  week.  Filbert  Street  staged  a 
classic  of  its  type. 

Three  of  the  Leicester  City  players 
were  called  upon  to  publicise  the 
Coca-Cola  Cup  final,  against  Mid¬ 
dlesbrough,  tomorrow.  Emile 
Heskey,  nicknamed  “Bruno",  put 
on  a  pair  of  boxing  gloves.  Kasey 
Keller,  a  United  Stales  intemarion- 
aL  was  handed  a  baseball  bat  But 
what  to  do  with  the  third  man? 

“Perhaps  you  could  put  me  on  a 
horse  and  lead  me  to  the  bookies." 
Steve  Claridge  said  with  a  chuckle. 

It  takes  a  special  kind  of  person  to 
be  able  to  laugh  at  his  own 
misfortune,  but  then  Claridge  has 
needed  asense  of  humour  down  the 
years.  In  his  cathartic  autobiogra¬ 
phy.  Tales  From  The  Boot  Camps, 
he  estimates  his  gambling  losses  at 
more  than  £300,000  since  he  placed 
his.  first  bet  at  the  age  of  11.  There 
are  parts  of  the  book  lhai  might 
have  been  penned  by  Thomas 


First-class  Claridge  back  on  track 


Richard  Hobson  meets  a  Leicester  City  forward 
enjoying  the  best  form  of  his  life  at  Filbert  Street 


Hardy,  such  is  the 
extent  of  the  ill  for¬ 
tune  that  befalls  him.  , 

An  adopted  child.  i 

he  was  diagnosed  as  / , 

having  a  heart  condi-  I, 

non  at  12  (he  still  1 

takes  medication]  \ 
and  released  by  ' 
Portsmouth  at  17.  - 

Alan  Ball,  then  in 
charge  at  Fratlon 
Park,  paid  out  the  remainder  of 
Claridge's  contract  The  £500  was 
gambled  away  that  same  afternoon. 
Since  then,  Claridge  has  played  in 
every  division  of  the  Football 
League,  as  well  as  for  Basingstoke. 
Farehara  Town- and  Weymouth. 

His  addiction  was  exposed  in  a 
newspaper  last  year  shortly  before 
Leicester’s  first  division  play-off 
final  against  Crystal  Palace. 
Claridge  scored  the  winning  goal  in 
extra-time  “Once  it  had  come  out  in 
the  papers,  I  had  no  reservations 
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about  going  through 
with  the  book,” 
Claridge  said.  “1 

)haw  nothing  in  my 
life  to  brag  about 
but,  if  people  ask 
questions.  1  have  to 
be  honest" 

Claridge  31  on 
Thursday,  has  been 
determined  to  seize 
his  belated  opportu¬ 
nity  in  the  top  flight  this  season  and 
has  emerged  as  one  of  the  most 
important  members  of  a  side  that 
has  held  its  own. 

He  said:  “I  knew  my  gambling 
was  an  addiction  for  some  time  but 
it  was  only  at  the  start  of  the  season, 
with  the  challenge  of  the  Premier 
ship,  that  I  realised  it  was  getting 
out  of  hand.  You  feel  unable  to  stop 
yourself  doing  something,  even 
though  you  know  it  is  wrong. 
Unless  you  have  been  there  it  is 
difficult  to  appreciate" 


HP TBefcaraine run oui  .  .  .  .  i 

H  D  P  K  Dhannasera  noi  ou)  .  3 

M  MuraWhaian  rtol  ci'Jl  .  - 

Extras  (IDS.  w  13|  ..  .  .  19 

Total  (B  wktt.  SO  ware) - - - 243 

S  de  Silva  dta  not  Sal 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-3. 2-4.  MSS.  4-222. 

5-232  6-2E.  7-?33  B-C. « 

BOWUNG'  Atom  10-1-53-2  founts  7-1- 
34-1;  Saqlain  1IMW7-3:  MusHaq  10-0-44- 
0:  Alndi  9-1-3M:  Salim  Mate  4-0-2 1-1 

PAKISTAN 

Ramaez  Rata  t  S  de  Silva. - -  6 

Shahid  Alridr  c  S  da  Sh/a  0  Jayaturtva  67 
liaz  Ahmed  c  S  do  SUM  b  Dharmast-na  13 
SaHn  Mali  Ibw  o  MuMfilharan  51 


tnirfriam-Ll-Haa  c  Kalwitharana 

t>  Jayasurya  . 9 

Mcrtammad  iVasm  c  TiUeHarame 

D  MuraJrJxaan  ...  .17 

TMdiri  Khan  nol  oui  30 

'//asm  Atiam  st  '•■fliuv.rffiararu 

b  MutaUitkSran  . - ...  O 

Mushicd  Ahmed  iup  out .  . .  ..O 

Saqlain  Mushtaq  run  a* . 1 

Waqai  fourus  no:  oui  ......  9 

Extras  |lfc  7,  5  w  JJ  .  ,  ....  16 

Total  (9  Wk13,  SO  curare) _ 224 

FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-21.  Z-M.  3-111.  4- 
140  5-173  6-190.  7- ISO.  S-1«J.  9-197 
BOWLING.  Vaas  MHMl.  S  de  Srtva  7-CL 
C4-1-  MirtaMharan  10-0-38-3  Dharmasena 
7-0-39-1.  JavastHiya  IO-tMO-2.  P  A  de  S*ra 
6-1-29-0 

UmC'ires  C  iSourti  AStcO]  and  S 

Lunn  (Mr-.-  Zealand) 

KUALA  LUMPUFt  ICC  Trophy:  Group  E- 
Kem-a  153  (48  2  overei  bl  SsolLand  37-3 
i23i  cn  lasic-t  run  raie.  Denmart.  136  [48 1) 
bl  Caraca  1 19  f2l2i  by  seuen  runs 

P  W  Ab  1  pis 

Kenya  .  .  3  Z  1  0  5 

IcoilariC  3  1  113 

DemtarL  3  1  113 

Canada  30121 

rScartanc  placed  aboue  DenmarV.  as  they 
rr»  march  ecMtw  ihe  rwc,  l earns) 
Group  F.  Bangladesh  141-7  (31  4|  bi 
Holland  1 jag  5j  on  taster  run  rate  Ireland 
233-7  (50/  M  Hong  Kwig  172  |45  3)  by  51 
runs 

P  W  Ab  L  p>s 

SaroiatJa  sh  3  2  10  5 

Ireland  3  2  i  0  5 

Holland  3  0  12  1 

Hjfig  y.orp  3  0  12  1 

ipiaongs  decided  on  rurHalei 
Remaining  gomes:  Serrw-tinab:  fiaiya  v 
Ireland.  (orranoiK  Bangladesh  v  Scotland, 
Tuesday  Thud-placed  final:  Thursday  ID 
April  Final:  Saturday.  AprH  12 


CYCLING 


TROIS  JOURS  DE  LA  PANNE:  Final 
sage:  Sector  ore  iliDm  Irom  La  Pame 
ibCocvdei  1 .  F  Guui  fill.  24*run  33secr 

Z.  M  Sciandn  |GB|  same  t#ne.  3.  E  DekKw 
(Hour  Section  two  (ie.2Km  hme-triai)  ».R 
Sorensen  (Deni,  i9rr»n  39sec.  2.  J 
l.luseeuiv  iSeij  seme  time:  3.  M  Caus  0i>  ai 
)7sec  Final  overaB  standings:  i, 
Mvsee-jra  1 1  w  51  rmn  3fcec  2.  Bomans  ai 
rs«:  3  Mtesi  49.  4.  D  Zap Me  IR|  inw  . 
l£*ec:  s.  S  D«z  iGen  1-SI.  6.  H  De  Ctafcq 
tSeU  a:  2 12.  ?.  De  Sme!  5  20.  B.  A  Tchnw 
|Ulp  a-13.  &  Gu»ji  pjj  same  nine.  10. 
M&grvep  5  45 


FOOTBALL 


Thursday's  laie  results 
1C  IS  LEAGUE  Premier  (fiwsion:  Sun  or 
LL-ce-c  3  Aytesbury  3-  Second  dhrtewrc 
Leaiherhead  3  Banstead  1 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION:  First 
division-  Aisen?J  0  Brisiol  Rovers  i 
CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  LEAGUE: 
j’.-ortoSftjr  Clrr  2  Hertford  7 
WINSTONLEAfl  KENT  LEAGUE:  firs! 
dlusmn;  Canterbury  1  Gieerwwh  2;  Heme 
a*.-  0  Ft  mess  1 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE  Premier  division:  Fatenham  1 
G»66'  taireouin  i  Habicad  4  Hadtogh  3: 
-.'.'ar.dr.  1  Ctss  Z 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES--  tele  Of  WtgW 
Festival:  Doncaiier  5  LCNresiOtl  and  Nath 
Suloik  4-  Roiheiham  1  Luton  6:  Via  01 
WhCB  Horse  I  V.-eKmctortiugh  I.  Reading  t 
VV  j  iliad  2  Biucktum  2  Newf-am  0:  Wirral 
1  jpe  Fardiam  i 

■SOUTH  EAST  COUNTIES:  Second  d*- 
.ision:  Sunndon  Vti  ?  Soulhumwon  Vth  0 
European  under-21  charnpionshsp: 


Qualifying  group  one:  Croatia  2  Slovenia  0 
(m  SSw*> 

NEFfflU  GOLD  CUP:  Ghana  0  China  fl  fn 
Cochri  irdB). 

SPANISH  CUP:  SemMineL  saoond  leg: 
Barcelona  3  Las  Patrick;  0  (Barcelona  wn 
7-0  on  agg) 


RUGBY  L£AGUE 


YOUTH  INTERNATIONAL-  French  Pnsra- 
dwre.  »H  34  G*ea1  Bream  (Barta)  G 


RUGBY  UNION 


Super  12  tournament 

Auddand  29  Canterbury  28 
Auckland  Blues:  Trias:  VtiJn.  R  Brooke. 
Conversions:  Cashmon?  (2)  Penalty 
goals:  Caehmore  |5)  Canterbury  Cru&ad- 
ers:  Tnea:  Nepta,  LiHev,  Gbson  Conver¬ 
sions:  Mehrtens  Z  Penally  goaJs 
Mermens  3 

tai  PiA^ohe) 

ACT  SO  Free  Stale  83 

Austrafian  Capital  Territory:  Tries:  Roll  12), 
Robinson.  Holder*.  Hardy.  Larttfiam. 
Conversions:  Ktck  (4)  Penalty  goals: 
Knos  (4).  Free  Stale:  Tries:  Qoisfce.  Brmk, 
tiendry  By  Conversion:  de  Beet  Penalty 
goals:  de  Beer  Z 

lai  Bruce  SiadMn.  Canberra) 


SNOOKER 


PLYMOUTH:  Brush  Open:  ThW  round: 
Quarter-finate:  S  Hendry  iScort  bt  D  Harold 
(Eng)  5-3  Semi-finals;  M  WJicms  (Wall  W 
P  Ebdon  {Engl  6-5. 


SPEEDWAY 


PREMIER  LEAGUE  CUP:  Sheffield  59  (R 
Kessler  14.  S  Smith  13.  B  Aas  11.  M  Wetter 
IT);  Slake  30  (L  Colins  13,  Stuan  Robson 
9i:  Ipswich  44  lC  Lows  1 2.  J  Doncasiet  9,  S 
Jbhrtsion  S)  EasttBume  46  (S  Demo  1 1.  S 
Anderuon  10) 


SQUASH 


CARDIFF:  Leek  as  British  Opm  Men: 
Second  round:  C  Water  (GBi  cm  D  Evans 
(GB)  13-15.  12-15.  15-9.  1M.  15-1£ 
Ja-Bher  Khan  Pakl  beat  J  Kneipp  (Aus)  1 5- 
9. 15-6, 15-9  uuaiter-finals:  P  Ncol  tSean 
bl  B  Martin  (Aus)  1$-ia.  15-11. 13-15. 15- 
1Z.  R  Eylas  (Aus)  bl  J  Power  (Can)  15-13. 5- 
15.  9-15.  15-12.  15-11.  Wbmon:  Second 
round:  J  Marbn  (GB)  bt  R  Gmnam  (Aus)  9- 
6.  9-Z  9-2:  F  Geavfifi  (GB)  t*  £  Schona 
user)  9-6  10-8  4-0  94.  Quarter-finals:  S 
Fta-Gerald  (Aus)  bl  E  Vvlng  (Aus)  fl-1, 9-3, 

8- 2. 5  VWght  fitgl  bi  L  Chaman  (Eng/ 9- 7. 

9- 5.  9-4  _ _ 

_ TENNIS _ 

DAVIS  CUP;  World  group:  Second  round: 
Ausimia  lead  Czech  Fieput*:  2-0  (in 
Adelaide:  P  Rafter  bIM  Damn  6-1. 7-6. 4-6. 
&4:  M  Phippotasls  bl  D  FUI 6-T.  6-4. 2-6. 
6-4j  Sweden  lead  South  Attica  i-o  fin 
Va^o.  T  Enqvisi  bl  G  Staftcrd  7-5. 2-6. 6-4. 
6-iJ  tfcVy  lead  Spain  1-0  (in  Pcmto.  O 
Carrpoiese  bl  C  Moya  6-7. 6-7. 6-1. 6-3. 6- 
3).  Asia/Oceania  Zone:  Group  one: 
Second  round:  New  Zealand  lead 
Indonesia 2<i  fn  Jakaral:  South  Korea  lead 
duns  2-0  lln  belfingi  Euro/Atncan  Zona 
Group  one:  Second  round:  Great  Britain 
level  win  Dmba&me  1-1  fin  London). 
BaJgwrt  mol  with  Cwmark  1-1  (in  &ua- 
sets),  Slovakia  lead  Israel  SM)  (In  Braieteva) . 
Austna  lead  Croatia  2-0  m  Grazi 
AafiVOcearria:  Group  two:  Relegation 
pley-otts:  Persian  v  Singapore,  no  play 
yeeietday.  ran  (n  blamauad) 


Claridge  believes  that  he  has  been 
at  the  wrong  dub  at  the  wrong  time. 
He  was  sold  by  Aldershot  to  keep 
the  dub  solvent  and  by  Luton  Town 
when  they  needed  to  meet  a  tax  bill. 
A  traumatic  2h  years  at  Cambridge 
United  ended  when  he  punched 
John  Beck,  the  manager. 

Such  tales  of  violence  are  rare. 
Claridge  is  boundlessly  eccentric, 
but  no  hdlraiser.  His  voice  is  soft 
almost  to  the  point  of  being  inaudi¬ 
ble  and,  as  he  recounts  parts  of  his 
life,  his  head  begins  to  sag  as  if  he  is 
a  schoolboy  fearing  chastisement. 

“In  all  honesty.  I  know  that 
gambling  has  not  affected  my  game. 
Drinking  is  a  different  matter.  I 
have  never  hurt  my  body  —  just  my 
bank  balance."  Claridge  said. 

He  is  happier  than  at  any  stage  of 
his  career.  “I  have  rows  with  Martin 
O’Neill,  like  I  have  with  all  the 
managers  I’ve  played  under.  But 
with  him  you  forgive  and  forget,"  he 
said.  “You  have  to  enjoy  times  like 
this  because  there  are  so  -  many 
down  sides  in  football,  particularly 
in  the  lower  divisions.  Nobody  has 
to  remind  me  of  .that"  And  then  he 
grinned  —  again. 
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Claridge:  happy  at  Leicester 
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...and  yachtsmen  should  get  ready  to  change  course.  Dynamically 
designed,  and  written  by  people  with  a  passion  for  sailing,  Sailing 
Today  will  help  you  get  the  most  out  of  your  boat  for  the  least  cost 

•  John  Goode's  Sailing  Skills  only  in  Sailing  Today 

•  Plain-talking,  easy-to-follow,  technical  features 

•  Objective,  star-rated,  new  product  reviews 

•  Ports  of  can  -  where  to  go,  how  and  why 

•  Unique  step-by-step  maintenance  articles 


GOLF  45 

Olazabal  picks 
up  the  swing 
in  New  Orleans 


SPORT 
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FOOTBALL  47 

Leicester  lying 
in  wait  for 
Robson’s  all-stars 
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Irish  challenger  can  extend  growing  influence  of  women  on  famous  steeplechase 


Antonin  looks  answer  to  National 


By  Richard  Evans 
RACING  CORRESPONDENT 

FOR  a  race,  the  public  perception 
of  which  epitomises  machismo  and 
derring-do,  die  Marteli  Grand 
National  possesses  an  enduring 
female  streak.  During  four  decades 
in  the  middle  of  this  century,  Mrs 
Mirabel  Tophara  made  her  formi¬ 
dable  presence  felt  as  owner  of 
Ain  tree. 

More  recently.  Jenny  Pitman  has 
breached  a  long-standing  male 
bastion  by  training  Corbiere  and 
Royal  Athlete  to  win  the  world’s 
most  famous  steeplechase.  In  be¬ 
tween,  Charlotte  Brew  became  the 
first  woman  jockey  to  ride  in  the 
race,  while  both  Geraldine  Rees 
and  Rosemary  Henderson  have 
since  gone  one  better  by  complet¬ 
ing  the  course. 


As  tine  38  likely  runners  face  die 
judge  this  afternoon  for  the  150th 
running  of  die  race,  the  trend  could 
be  endorsed  as  never  before  in 
what  amid  him  out  to  be  the 
Women’s  National.  My  shortlist  of . 
six  for  a  race  expected  to  attract  E65 
million'  in  bets  contains  three 
horses  trained  by  the  fairer  sex. 

Although  Mrs  Pitman  has  suf¬ 
fered  a  disappointing  season  by  her 
standards,  die  victory  of  Mudahim 
in  the  Irish  Grand  National  on 
Monday  showed  that  her  string  is 
returning  to  form  —  and  both  her 
runners  deserve  the  closest  scruti¬ 
ny,  despite  having  been  pulled  up 
on  their  most  recent  outings. 

Nahthen  Lad.  owned  by  a  north¬ 
erner  and  pronounced  appropriate¬ 
ly  “now  then  lad"  as  opposed  to 
“naythen.  lad”,  ended  last  season  by 
winning  the  Sun  Alliance  Chase  at 


Cheltenham,  a  race  that  regulary 
provides  future  National  winners. 
Mr  Mulligan,  second  on  that 
occasion,  went  on  to  win  die 
Cheltenham  Gold  Cup  this  season. 

After  a  delayed  start  to  this 
campaign,  Nahthen  Lad  ran  a 
lacklustre  race  at  Haydock,  after 
which  he  was  found  to  have  a  sore 
foot  He  then  ran  superbly  over  an 
inadequate  trip  at  Chepstow, 
before  bring  pulled  up  on  fast 
ground  at  Cheltenham  last  month. 
However,  die  signs  are  that  he  is 
returning  to  form.  “He's  started 
misbehaving,  which  means  he  is 
coming  bade  to  his  best,”  Mrs 
Pitman  said  yesterday. 

Smith's  Band,  an  outstanding 
jumper,  has  raced  once  this  season 
...  when  he  was  pulled  up  ai 
Newbtuy  five  weeks  ago.  However, 
he  delighted  Mrs  Pitman  in  a 


live  television  coverage  from 
Aintree  begins  on  BBC1  a! 
1.45pm;  the  rare  starts  at  3.45 


private  gallop  at  the  Berkshire 
course  last  Saturday.  Bought  to 
win  the  National,  he  has  the 
assistance  of  Richard  Dun  woody, 
twice  a  National  winner,  but  there 
is  a  slight  stamina  doubt. 


However,  my  selection  is 
Antonin,  trained  by  Sue  BramalL 
Three  seasons  ago  he  was  one  of. 
the  most-unproved  chasers  in 
training,  winning  both  die  Raring 
Post  Chase  and  the  Ritz  Club 
Chase,  before  losing  his  form  in 
dramatic  style. 

After  signing  oft  last  season  by 
finishing  eighth  in  the  National  but 
without  a  win.  Mrs  Bramalf  moved 
from  her  base  at  Hutton  Sessay.  in 
Yorkshire  to  Borleagh  Manor,  in 
Ireland.  The  change  of  scenery  did 
the  trick  and  Antonin  won  the 
Grand  National  Trial  at  Punches- 
town  by  a  distance  six  weeks  ago. 

The  preparation  for  Aintree  has 
gone  perfectly  and,  just  as  impor¬ 
tant,  die  revitalised  horse  is  poten¬ 
tially  well  treated  with  ten  stone  as 
he  has  plummeted  down  the  handi¬ 
cap  during  his  two  disappointing 


seasons.  Having  put  in  a  dear 
round  over  the  National  fences  12 
months  ago,  Antonin  can  provide 
the  Irish  with  their  first  winner 
since  L’Escargot  in  1975. 

Others  to  consider  indude  Go 
Ballistic,  fourth  in  the  Cheltenham 
Gold  Cup.  who  is  the  form  choice 
but  is  not  certain  to  take  to  these 
fences.  Lo  Stregone.  third  in  die 
Hennessy  and  prepared  specifical¬ 
ly  for  this  rare,  stays  well  but  is  not 
nicknamed  “Slow  Stregone"  for 
nothing. 

Suny  Bay  is  a  classy  performer, 
but  relishes  softer  going  and  Char¬ 
lie  Brooks,  his  trainer,  fears  the 
ground  will  be  too  fast.  Should 
overnight  rain  arrive  in  sufficient 
quantity,  he  would  come  strongly 
into  the  reckoning,  along  with 
Wylde  Hyde.  The  prevailing  good 
ground  will  encourage  supporters 


of  Avro  Anson,  who  loves  to  hear 
his  hooves  rattle. 

Lord  Gy  lien  e  has  improved 
throughout  this  season  but  has 
done  most  of  his  racing  at  Uttoxeter 
and  was  no  match  last  year  for-tbe 
likes  of  Nahthen  Lad  or  Mr 
Mulligan.  Killeshin,  an  out-and- 
out  stayer  who  won  twee  beyond 
four  miles  last  term,  has  been 
carrying  big  weights  all  year  and 
looks  the  best  of  die  outsiders. 

However,  the  horse  I  fear  most  is 
General  Wolfe,  trained  by  Tim 
Forster,  who  has  already  sent  out 
die  winners  of  three  Nationals. 
Ignore  his  disappointing  effort  at 
Chepstow  four  weeks  ago  as  the 
race  came  too  soon  after  he  had 
defied  top  weight  when  winning  at 
Haydock.  He  is  reported  to  be  tack 
to  his  best  and  comes  from  a  yard 
in  top  form. 


Preparing 
to  risk  all 
in  ultimate 
challenge 

Rob  Hughes  on  the  dangers  faced 


today  by  jockeys  and  their  horses 


Julian  Muscat 

1.  NAHTHEN  LAD 
2.  TUming  Tibt 
3.  Antonin 
4.  Lord  Gyflene 


Rob  Hughes 

.  Chief  Sports  Writer 

1.  LORD  GYLLENE 
2.  Smith's  Band 
3.  Go  Btfflntic 
4.  General  Woffe 


* 
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Gerald  Hubbard 
Private  Handicapper 

1.  SUNY  BAY 

2.  Go  Baflstic 
3.  Antonin 

4.  Wylde  Hide 


It  is  difficult  to  know 
where  to  place  the  eye  or 
the  heart  at  Aintree  this 
morning.  The  compul¬ 
sion  to  see  and  to  enjoy  the 
150th  Grand  National  pulls  us 
through  the  turnstile  die  prof¬ 
it,  the  pain,  even  the  ultimate 
cost  of  death  in  die  afternoon, 
preys  an  our  minds. 

“This  a  business  which  can 
injure  die  soul  as  much  as  the 
body,"  Steve  Smith  Ecdes. 
that  tough  Derbyshire  former 
National  Hunt  rider,  ooce 
opined.  As  the  three-day 
Aintree  meeting  that  features 
the  Grand  National  evolved 
this  week,  one  could  hardly  get 
the  words  out  of  one’s  head. 

Between  the  jockeys'  room 
and  the  winning  enclosure, 
one  sees  the  human  cosl 
Lorcan  Wyer,  his  face  meticu¬ 
lously  pieced  together  after  a 
crushing  fail  —  a  horse’s  hoof 
having  been  temporarily  em¬ 
bedded  into  the  left  side  of  it— 
is  bade  at  Aintree,  where  he 


Tizzard’s  chance _ 1 

Racing  and  politics _ 20 

Colours  guide - 42 

O’Sul] evan's  last  call - 43 

Richard  Duuwoody - 43 


fell  in  November  back  to  face 
Becher’s  and  the  other  29 
jumps  this  afternoon.  Jamie 
Evans,  a  top  Australian  jockey 
eager  to  make  his  mark  on  the 
world-famous  steeplechase, 
appeared  yesterday,  barely 
aisle  to  hobble  towards  the 
track-side;  yet  he  and  his 
connections  still  intend  to  per¬ 
suade  tiie  Jockey  Club  doctor 
that  his  knee  injury  is  no 
impediment  for  the  National. 

There  is.  heaven  help  him,  a 
I7-yearoId.  Joe  Tizzaro,  riding 
in  the  race  that  visibly 
frightens  tiie  most  hardened  of 
jockeys.  Romance  or 
foolhardiness? 

When  riders  and  horses 
reach  for  the  absolute  limits, 
when  they  dear  the  biggest 
fences  put  before  man  under 
Rules,  and  do  it  with  exhilarat¬ 
ing  grace,  of  course  it  is 
uplifting.  Yet  raring  is  injuri¬ 
ous  to  more  than  man.  Rich¬ 
ard  Dun  woody,  arguably  tiie 


most  successful  rider  among 
the  probable  38  who  go  this 
afternoon,  has  just  experi¬ 
enced  48  hours  that  would 
break,  never  mind  injure,  the 
soul  of  lesser  mortals,  or  less 
obsessed  individuals. 

Dun  woody's  Thursday  was 
horrendous.  In  little  more 
than  an  hour,  he  partnered 
One  Man.  a  horse  going  well 
untO  another  rider  observed; 
“You’ve  burst,  you've  burst!” 
Blood  from  the  nostrils  of  One 
Man,  by  now  flowing  over 
Dunwoody'S  breeches,  sig¬ 
nalled  a  burst  blood  vessel, 
and  Dun  woody  instantly 
pulled  up  his  mount 

In  tiie  next  race,  Mulligan 
gave  Dunwoody  a  dramatic 
fall,  from  which  both  horse 
and  rider  ruefully  got  to  their 
feet  And  then,  in  the  fourth 
race,  the  worst  experience  on 
the  racecourse:  Coonawara. 
taking  a  daring  leap  over 
Becher’s.  came  down  the  6ft 
9in  drop  from  the  top  of  the 
fence  to  tiie  turf,  and  even  a 
layman  could  see  the  hind  fog 
buckle,  could  sense  that  this 
horse  would  have  to  be  shot  to 
put  him  out  of  his  misery.  It 
was  the  first  of  two  fatalities  at 
Aintree  so  for. 

Dunwoody  will  not  offer  a 
word  of  acknowledgement  to 
the  turmoil,  the  emotion,  tiie 
dread  of  race  riding,  or  the 
sadness  that  raust  lodge  inside 
a  man  who  came  down  from 
Becher’s  so  despairingly.  Iron¬ 
ically.  ten  years  ago.  the  same 
Dunwoody  had  written  of 
Becher’s:  “You  need  a  dear 
approach  ...  if  you  take  it  a 
shade  long  or  short  your 
horse  can  comedown  too  dose 
to  the  brook  and  lose  his  hind 
legs." 

Today’s  is  tiie  second  Nat¬ 
ional  of  the  week.  The  Irish 
was  on  Monday,  and  ended 
with  two  horses  dead.  Coq 
Harcti  Affair  and  The  Latvian 
Lark,  and  later  in  that 
Fairyhouse  meeting  with  one 
rider,  Shane  Broderick,  on  a 
life-support  system  in  a  Dub¬ 
lin  hospitaL  He  has,  at  the 
very  least,  serious  spinal  cord 
injury,  and  it  may  seem  too 
little,  too  laze  that  the  Aintree 
race  today  has  as  its  special 
charity  appeal  a  fund  for 
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Stephen  Swiers,  riding  Mr  Boston,  surfers  a  crashing  fall  at  the  second  last  In  the  Marteli  Fox  Hunters  Chase  at  Aintree  yesterday 


precisely  that  type  of  injury 
and  the  welfare  of  jockeys. 

Why  do  they  go  on? 
Dunwoody.  again,  puts  the 
answers  into  action  more  tell¬ 
ing  than  words.  By  the  end  of 
the  card  on  Thursday,  he  was 
a  winner.  By  yesterday  he  was 
the  leading  jockey  of  the 
Grand  National  meeting, 
bringing  home  three  more 
winners  over  these  demand¬ 
ing  obstacles. 

In  particular  on  Cyborgo  in 
the  3.10,  Dunwoody  was  the 
master  with  hands,  beds  and 
knees,  with  the  whip  barely 
flourished,  he  communicated 
his  exceptional  will-power,  his 
determination  to  be  first  past 
the  post,  to  a  talented  but 
allegedly  laay  racehorse.  Dun¬ 
woody  niggled,  cajoled  and 
drove  the  animal  to  carry  him 
through.  It  was  the  pulse  of 


horse  racing,  the  thrill  of  a 
huge  crowd,  perhaps  the  profit 
of  tens  of  thousands  who  tack 
from  afar. 

Two  emotions  in  one,  this 
racing  game,  and  I  was  struck 
by  ate  reaction  to  the  incident 
at  Southwell  on  Tuesday, 
where  a  bolting  horse  had 
kicked  over  an  infant’s  pram, 
miraculously  without  harm¬ 
ing  the  child.  “It  is  time  they 
tarred  prams  from  race¬ 
courses,*'  one  observer  wrote. 
Child’S  play,  it  is  not. 

□  Fanny  A  Day,  trained  by 
Maty  Revdey.  was  put  down 
after  breaking  a  leg  in  the 
Odd  bins  Handicap  Hurdle  ar 
Aintree  yesterday.  The  seven- 
year-old.  winner  of  five  races 
over  hurdles  and  over  E37.000. 
shattered  his  left-fore  cannon 
bone- when  coming  down  ai 
the  eighth  flight. 


Richardson  conquers  Black 


ANDREW  RICHARDSON 
gave  Great  Britain  a  fight¬ 
ing  chance  of  reaching  the 
qualifying  round  for  the 
world  group  of  the  Davis 
Cup  last  night  with  the 
performance  of  a  lifetime  to 
beat  Byron  Black,  of  Zimba¬ 
bwe,  in  five  sets  (Alix  Ram¬ 
say  writes).  It  was 
Richardson’s  first  Davis 
Cup  appearance,  his  first 
five-set  notch  and  his  first 
victory  over  a  player  ranked 
in  the  world’s  top  50. 

Until  yesterday.  Richard¬ 
son  had  been  hidden  in  the 
relative  obscurity  of  the 
satellite  and  challenger 


circuits,  the  first  rung  on  the 
ladder  for  journeymen  pro¬ 
fessionals.  Overcoming 
cramp  in  the  final  set  he 
outlasted  and  outfought  tiie 
more  experienced  man. 

Black,  ranked  No  46  in 


Davis  Cup  report  and 
photograph  _  44 

the  world,  had  been  very 
complimentary  about  his 
younger  opponent,  claiming 
that  Richardson’s  big  game 
could  do  some  damage. 
However,  he  probably  did 


not  expect  that  Richardson 
could  overcome  the  220 
ranking  places  that  separate 
them. 

“I've  never  played  in  an 
atmosphere  like  it”  Rich* 
ardson,  23,  said  afterwards, 
looking  a  little  non-phissed 
by  it  all  “I  just  tried  to 
control  the  things  that*  J 
know  I  can  do  well. 

“I  don’t  think  people 
thought  I  could  win.  but  I. 
always  thought  I  had.  > 
chance.  And  now  we’re  level 
with  Zimbabwe,  1  don't  see 
any  reason  Why  Jamie  fDei- 
gadoj  can’t  beat  Byron  on 
Sunday." 


Until  July,  before  you  fly  you've  got  to  crawl 
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Business  deals  on  the  19th  hole  are  old  hat,  but  new  networkers  are  now  teeing  off.  Kathryn  Knight  reports 
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Rise  of  the  iron  maidens 

rtf  rtiH  unnressuri 


Think  golf.  Images  of 
ruddy-faced  executives 
in  diamond  pattern  V- 
neck  sweaters  may 
spring  to  mind,  networking 
their  way  round  the  course 
wtih  an  assorted  bunch  ot  Uice- 
minded  businessmen  on  a 
Thursday  afternoon  out  of  the 

office.  •  _  , 

Think  women’s  golf,  and  you 
may  be  forgiven  for  picturing 
wdHieeled  housewives  in  pas¬ 
tels,  sna idling  a  golf  afternoon 
with  girl  friends. 

Now  imagine  yourself  a  spec¬ 
tator.  at  Dukesdene  golf  dub  m 


Croydon  on  a  summer  day. 
You  may  be  surprised.  Here, 
instead  of  housewives,  you  will 
see  50  powerful  and  impressive 
professional  women  from  the 
advertising,  marketing  and 
television  industries  hobnob¬ 
bing  and  networking  on  the 
fairwav  for  all  their  worth. 

The  Laser  Udies*  Golf  Day. 

which  began  last  year,  was 
designed  so  that  working 
women  can  gather  to  ' dmk 
clubs  and  swap  industry  Dos- 
sio  Professional  women,  it 
s^'ms,  have  finally  wokenupfo 
the  career  potential  offered  by 


an  afternoon  discussing  pars 
and  birdies.  . 

As  a  sport  and  hobby,  golf  is 
burgeoning  in  popularity.  In 
the  first  half  of  this  decade 
alone.  476  new  courses  opened, 
increasing  the  number  in  the 
British  Isles  by  almost  30  per 
cent  But  traditionally,  like  the 
shooting  party’  and  the  gentle¬ 
man’s  club,  the  businessman’s 
golf  day  and  its  mynad 
networking  opportunities  have 
tended  to  exclude  women,  In¬ 
deed,  women  in  most  golf  clubs 
are  strictly  second  best,  either 
banned  from  playing  on  certain 


days,  or  limited  to  playing  at 
certain  hours.  .  . 

At  Laser,  an  1TV  airtime 
sales  house  and  part  of  the 
Granada  group.  Kerry 
Klopper  was  tired  of  watching 
her  bosses  sloping  off  to  indus¬ 
try  golf  days  and  hogging  all 
the  schmooze  possibilities.  To¬ 
gether  with  Karen  Manley  and 
other  colleagues,  she  set  up  the 
company’s  firet  ladies  golf  day 
for  any  women  in  the  same  line 
of  business  who  wanted  both  to 
learn  to  play  and  get  to  know 
each  other  in  ■  the  process. 
“Almost  all  of  our  management 


and  directors  are  men  and  play 
golf,  so  they  get  the  chanoe  to  go 
to  golf  industry  days  where 
they  can  meet  We  wanted  to 
see  what  all  the  fuss  was  about, 
and  also  we  knew  there  is 
enormous  potential  for  net¬ 
working  on  the  golf  course,” 
Kerry  Ann  says. 

After  mailing  250  women, 
she  received  an  enthusiastic  yes 
from  nearly  half  of  them  in  just 
three  days.  Six  weeks  later,  33 
of  them  gathered  at  Dukesdene 
on  a  hot  July  day. 

“I  think  women  can  have  a 
hard  time  from  men  on  the  golf 


course,  and  while  many  of 
them  want  to  get  involved  in 
these  circles  they  are  a  bn 
frightened  that  they  can’t  pene¬ 
trate  them,”  Kerry  Ann  says. 

Some  of  the  women  were 
novices,  some  experienced  golf¬ 
ers.  Some  had  brought  clients 
with  them,  some  had  brought  a 
friend.  Everyone  wanted  to 
play  the  chaps  at  their  own 
game.  “It  was  really  very  good 
for  business,  because  we  got 
women  from  lots  of  different 
parts  of  the  industry  together  in 
an  informal  setting  so  we  could 
get  to  know  each  other  in  a  free 


and  unpressurised  environ¬ 
ment.  We  had  tremendous  fun, 
and  have  had  lots  of  calls  from 
women  demanding  to  know 
when  the  next  one  is.” 

The  new  woman  golfer  could 
be  a  positive  role  model  for 
aspiring  Nineties  woman.  Well 
dressed,  articulate  and  jolly, 
they  are  all  extremely  busy,  the 
kind  of  people  who  are  skiing 
one  week  and  in  New  York  for 
a  meeting  the  next.  It  is  a 
wonder  they  find  the  time  to 
play  golf  at  all.  But  like  any 

Continued  on  page  2 
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In  the  April  issue  of  BBC  Good  Food 
magazine,  you'll  find  the  start  of  our 
new  wine  course.  We  begin  with  a  tour 
of  the  famous  wine  regions.  And  we 
introduce  you  to  the  basics  of  tasting. 


?:V  EURCSTAR:  2  TICKETS  £99. 

Explore  Paris  with  our  eight-page  guide 
to  the  best  food  in  the  city.  It’s  the  first 
in  our  new  series  on  food  capitals  of 
the  world.  And  don’t  miss  our  special 
Eurostar  offer,  two  rickets  for  £99. 


Goer-  Food:  Never  Go  Wiiriour  It. 

Every  month,  you  will  find  over  70 
delicious  recipes,  ideas,  tips,  features, 
offers,  competitions  and  so  much  more. 

I :  \  .w^£%&£Jh.  -i 
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Much  of  wiiat  l  was  taught 
at  school  has  turned  out 
to  be  useless,  but  seldom 
have  I  found  it  to  be  wrong.  The 
way  1  was  taught  to  put  together  a 
peg  bag  with  my  initials  embroi¬ 
dered  on  die  outer  pocket  is.  I  am 
sure,  as  dose  to  die  correct  method 
as  it  is  possible  to  learn.  Should  I 
ever  have  to  make  a  Norwegian 
upside-down  pudding,  or  Hawai¬ 
ian  beefburgers,  or  a  poker,  or  a 
forged  historical  document  with  its 
edges  singed  in  the  oven,  then  I  am 
confident  my  technique  is  sound. 

There  is  one  piece  of  information 
I  was  given,  however,  that  I  have 
found  to  be  spectacularly  errone¬ 
ous.  ft  was  given  in  a  geography 
lesson.  We  were  studying  town 
planning,  plotting  the  positions  of 
the  Central  Business  District 
(CBD  —  remember  that?),  the 


OBD,  the  suburbs  and  so  forth  on 
maps.  We  were  given  a  list  of 
different  sorts  of  shops  and  a 
blank  high  street  -  and  told  to 
sketch  in  where  we  thought  the 
shops  would  be.  And  they  say 
educational  standards  were  higher 
20  years  ago  than  they  are  today. 

“Obviously."  said  the  teacher, 
with  the  withering  scorn  of  which 
only  geography  and  PE  teachers 
(the  latter  turn  into  the  former 
when  their  cruciate  ligaments  give 
way)  are  truly  capable,  “the  butch¬ 
ers  will  not  all  be  next  to  each 
other,  they  will  space  themselves 
out  along  the  street". 

Wrong.  As  anyone  with  eyes 
knows,  next  to  each  other  is  exactly 
where  the  butchers  —  or  bakers,  or 
department  stores  —  will  want  to 
be.  They  will  crawl  over  broken 
glass  to  site  their  shops  next  to 


HAGGLING 


someone  already  selling  precisely 
the  same  thing. 

I  was  reminded  of  this  lesson  the 
other  day  on  Tottenham  Court 
Road  in  London,  which  proves 
how  hugely  wrong  my  geography 
teacher  was.  It  is  die  mass-market 
electronics  centre  for  London,  for 
Britain,  and  possibly  —  judging  by 
the  number  of  Belgians  and 
Swedes  you  see  there  carting  away 
large  oblong  boxes  —  north  west¬ 
ern  Europe.  The  southern  half  of 
Tottenham  Court  Road  —  aside 
from  cme  or  two  potnographers  — 
only  has  electronics  shops.  In 
theory.  Tottenham  Court  Road 
provides  that  rare  chance  for  the 
British  shopper  —  the  chance  to 


ROBERT  CRAMPTON 


haggle.  Haggling  is  one  of  those 
foreign  arts  of  which  we,  as  a 
people,  are-  deeply  suspicious, 
deeply  in  awe  and  deeply  ignorant. 
But  I  thought  I  should  give  it  a  try. 


I  went  into  the  biggest  shop  I 
could  see  and  found  a  man  called 
Tony.  We  had  a  long  conversation. 
Not  far  into  it,  Tony  had  convinced 
me  without  any  effort  that  the 
portable  CD  player  I  wanted  to 
buy  was  in  fact  a  Sony  Sports 
Discman  with  ESP.  ESP  does  not 
mean  the  machine  can  see  into  the 
future  or  bend  spoons,  it  means  it 
has  Electronic  Shock  Protection  — 
an  anti-jump  device.  Tony 
dropped  it  on  die  counter  as  proof. 
1  was  impressed.  It  cost  £269  — 
well  over  twice  as  much  as  all  of 
the  others.  Nonetheless.  I  derided  I 
just  had  to  have  it. 

Craftily.  I  did  not  tell  Tony.  I 
hummed  and  hahhed.  1  asked  lots 


of  questions,  the  sort  of  questions  1 
always  ask  when  1  buy  something 
whose  working  parts  I  cannot  see. 
do  not  understand,  and  suspect 
don’t  work.  Each  question  was  a 
variant  of:  “Please.  Tony,  tell  me. 
will  it  break?”  Tony  assured  me 
that  it  would  not.  Batteries?  Yes. 
Guarantee?  One  year.  From  the 
manufacturer?  Indeed. 


Now  we  stood  and  looked  at 
the  machine  on  the 
counter  for  a  long  while, 
saying  nothing.  Tony  began  to 
yawn.  Eventually,  he  said  that  he 
felt  he  could  offer  it  at  £242.10p.  I 
said,  right.  Ill  think  about  it. 
Feeling  terribly  sophisticated,  f 
left.  I  was  with  three  friends.  We 
all  dispersed  along  the  Tottenham 
Court  Road  and  sought  die  price  of 
the  same  model  in  the  other  shops. 


Prices  varied  from  E269  less  10  per 
cent  (which,  one  of  my  friends 
pointed  out,  was  what  Tony  bad 
offered)  to  £230.  I  was  terribly 
excited  by  this. 

One  of  my  friends  said  T  should 
buy  the  one  for  £230.  T  said  no,  no, 
no.  There  was  much  talk  of  100  per 
cent  mark-ups,  of  Tony'S  thirst  for 
a  commission,  of  entrepreneurship 
thriving  in  the  spring  sunshine.  I 
went  back  to  Tony.  I’ve  been 
offered  this  for  £230  down  the 
road.  I  said.  He  looked  bored. 
One-year's  guarantee,  batteries 
included.  Tony  stifled  a  yawn. 
“Oh.  right"  he  said.  I  said:  “Wflj 
you  sell  it  to  me  for  less?"  “No."  be 
said,  and  I  realised  that  not  only 
are  British  shoppers  embarrassed 
by  haggling,  but  British  shop 
assistants  nursing  bad  hangovers 
are  too. 
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Making  a  stand  for  umbrellas 


MAKE  a  splash  with  a 
distinctive  umbrella  stand,  to 
instantly  liven  up  the  hallway. 
Just  as  umbrellas  have  become  a 
more  stylish  accessory,  many  of 
these  designs  will  make  an 
impact  come  rain  or  shine,  says 
Sudi  Pigott 


TOP  ROW  (left  to  right);  Natural 
stand  made  from  twigs  wrapped  with 
plywood  bands,  £47.50,  from  Graham  & 
Greene.  4.  7  and  to  Elgin  Crescent,  W11 
(0171-727  4594) 


Harrdwoven,  handpainted  birch  ply  and 
dyed  cane  umbrella  stand  in  bright  shades 
of  blue/yellow/pink  designed  by  Lois 
Walpole,  £52  plus  £4.50  p&p,  from  Rapid 
Eye  (01 71 -53B  5308) 


Gamekeeper  in  Barbour/shooting  gent 
handpainted  cut-out  stand,  £220,  from 
Genera]  Trading  Company,  144  Sloane 
Street,  SW1  (01 71-730  041 1 ) 


Dennison  Drake  Designs  fabric  and  braid 
covered  Mary  Poppins-styie  stand  c&vided 
into  six  compartments  with  brass  ball  or 
handpainted  thistle,  frog,  owf  or  bird  handle, 
£269,  from  Hanods,  Age  of  Elegance  Dept. 
Knightsbridge,  SW1  (0171-730  1234) 


Blue  and  yellow  painted  china  stand, 
£39.50,  from  India  Jane.  131-133  King's 
Road,  SW3  (0171-351  1060) 


Elegant  made-to-order  leather  umbrella 
stands  (allow  six  to  eight  weeks),  from  £249, 
from  Bill  Am  berg,  10  Chepstow  Road,  W2 
(0171-727  3560) 


BOTTOM  ROW  (left  to  right);  Original  tall 
teak  grain  measure,  from  a  selection  around 
£175,  from  India'Jane.  as  before 


Authentics  opaque  blue  pldSHc  Stand 
(available  in  other  colours)  ,‘  £23,  from  the 
Conran  Shop,  Michelin  House,  81  Fulham 
Road,  SW3  (0171-689  741)1) 

Original  1960s  pla^sWWy  rfebtwJesign  foVti 
red  or  orange.  £1 40,  from  Themes  & 
Variations.  231  Westboume  Grove,  W11 
(0171-7275531) 


Chrome  cylinder  in  square-hole  perforated 
design  with  removable  drip  saucer,  £34.95, 
from  The  Source,  26-40  Kensington  High 
Street,  W8  (0171-937  2626) 


Modem  Fomasetti  design  with  black  and 
white  architectural  columns,  £450,  from 
Themes  &  Variations,  as  before 


Photograph  by  Dea  Jenson.  Styling  by 
Caroline  Griffiths.  /Ml  umbrellas  and 
walking  sticks  From  James  Smith  &  Son, 
53  New  Oxford  Street,  WC1  (0171-836  4731) 
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Spring  a 

lovely 

surprise 


‘You  can  short-cut  your  way  to  meeting  senior  people’ 


Continued  from  page  1 
new  convert  they  have  em¬ 
braced  die  sport  with  gusto 
and  when  they  do  play,  they 
make  the  most  of  it 


“Happy  Birthday,  Happy  Anniversary, 
Happy  Retirement  and  many  other  happy 
occasions.”  National  Garden  Gift  Tokens 
say  it  all  and  open  up  so  much  choice.  ' 

These  colourful  tokens  come  in  a  range  of 
values  and  are  so  easy  to  post.  They  can  be 
bought,  and  exchanged,  at  most  Garden 
Centres,  Garden  Shops  and  Nurseries  right 
across  the  UK. 

So  treat  them  to  the  gift  that  grows. 


NATIONAL  GARDEN  GIFT  TOKENS 

Horticultural  Trades  Association  {established  JS98j 
Theale,  Berkshire. 


Rhona  Tridgell.  aged  39, 
a  media  and  commun¬ 
ications  director  for  the 
advertising  agency  Foote  Cone 
Belding.  is  a  keen  preacher  of 
the  golfing  gospel  and  the 
opportunities  if  affords.  She 
attends  as  many  industry  golf 
days  with  media  companies, 
marketing  and  ad  agencies  as 
she  can. 

"You  can  really  short-cut 
your  way  to  meeting  influen¬ 
tial  people,"  she  says.  "I  get  to 
meet  many  more  senior  people 
who  normally  wouldn't  come 
to  my  meetings,  but  as  soon  as 
1  began  playing  golf  I  started 
to  fall  over  them." 

Rhona  started  playing  a  few 
years  ago  after  finding  an 
accessible  golf  dub  that  wel¬ 
comed  women  with  the  same 
warmth  as  it  did  men.  "I  had 
been  toying  with  taking  up 
rolf  for  a  long  time  but  had 
been  a  bit  overawed  by  the 
male-dominated  aspect.  Now  I 

can  easily  go  to  a  golf  day  a 
week  throughout  the  summer. 
I've  made  so  many  useful 
contacts,"  she  says. 

“ft's  nice  to  know  that  if  I 
need  to  I  can  ring  the  top  man 
in  the  company,  or  say  to 
people  you  work  with  ‘let's 
have  a  round  of  golf.  It’S  a 
good  way  of  accessing  people 
as  friends  and  contacts." 

As  a  fundraiser  for  the 
advertising  industry's  charity 
NABS.  Rhona’s  sister,  Helen, 
also  finds  her  ability  to  play  a 
few  holes  very  useful. 

"irs  a  new  format  for 
fundraising.  1  used  to  work  in 
the  industry  itself  and  now  i 
can  call  people  1  used  to  work 
with  and  ask  myself  along  to 
their  golf  days,  because  it's 
good  for  contacts,  and  for 
fundraising  it’s  a  nice  environ¬ 


ment  in  which  to  chat  up 
people." 

For  many  of  these  net- 
workers  there  is  no  feminist 
agenda,  no  "up  and  at  'em" 
attitude  about  men.  They  love 
golf  and  find  the  contacts  they 
make  often  turn  out  to  be  men. 

Natalie  Evans,  the  group 
marketing  manager  for  the 
GWR  direct  marketing  associ¬ 
ation,  says:  “You  don't  neces¬ 
sarily  talk  business  on  the 
course  but  it's  a  great  way  of 
cementing  relationships. 

"Last  year  a  guy  from  Texas 
came  over  to  work  for  us.  He 
played  golf  with  me  and  then 
invited  me  over  to  Texas, 
where  I  met  a  lot  of  people  in 
the  radio  business.  We  had  a 
great  time  and  it  was  good  to 
knew  I'd  made  the  contacts 
over  there.” 

Nonetheless,  the  more  hard- 
headed  win  realise  how  attrac¬ 
tive  the  potential  rewards  are. 
John  Viney,  the  chairman  of 
the  headhunting  firm  Heid- 
rick  and  Struggles,  knows  the 
areas  of  recruitment,  net¬ 
working  and  career  develop¬ 
ment  intimately.  Women,  he 
believes,  are  cottoning  on  to 
advantageous  networking  op¬ 
portunities  that  have  previous¬ 
ly  been  inaccessible. 

"In  the  past,  women  have 
been  barred  from  the  big 
occasions  where  men  got  to¬ 
gether  and  swapped  ideas, 
such  as  the  grouse  shoot  and 
the  gentleman's  dub.”  he  says. 
■"They've  had  to  be  content 
with  social  or  sexual  power. 
But  women  are  learning  to 
network  in  tile  same  way  that 
men  have  done  for  years. 
Obviously  it's  a  slow  process 
but  irs  a  significant  change.” 

Indeed.  Ann  Scott,  who  runs 
her  own  PR  agency.  Ann  Scott 
Associates,  regrets  she  didn’t 
pursue  the  holy  grail  of  busi¬ 
ness  golf  earlier.  "When  1  took 
up  golf  the  business  tide  was 
completely  incidental.  I  just 
wanted  a  nice  way  to  keep  fit, 


DOUGMARKE 


A  swing  to  networking 


JUDY  JACKSON  (above),  a  media  manager  for  Barday- 
card  in  London,  does  not  play  golf.  Saturday  afternoons 
often  see  her  at  a  football  match  with  work  colleagues,  but 
so  far  she  has  been  unable  to  penetrate  their  golf  outings. 
So  she  is  taking  up  the  sport  "It  would  be  worth  taking  a 
few  lessons,  enough  to  wield  a  club  without  embarrass¬ 
ment  and  have  a  day  on  the  course  with  them."  she  says. 

"1  can  see  the  advantages  of  golf  in  business.  My 
colleagues  are  male  and  always  playing  golf.  They  never 
think  to  ask  me  because  it's  not  the  sort  of  thing  you  can  go 
along  to  if  you're  not  a  vaguely  adequate  player.  I  miss  out 
because  or  it  The  great  thing  about  it  is  that  it  gives  you 
time  to  talk.  It's  not  like  squash  where  you're  so  out  of 
breath  you  cant  speak  It  also  creates  a  real  bond. 

“It's  a  good  way  to  cement  relationships  with  colleagues, 
for  external  networking  and  increasing  your  profile.” 


relatively  young  and  it's  nice 
for  me  to  be  able  to  mix  with 
people  much  further  up  the 
hierarchy." ' 

Over  the  past  three  years  the 
number  of  women  members  of 
golf  dubs  has  risen  by  25.000 
in  England  alone.  Sports 
shops  and  department  stores 
are  reflecting  tills  burgeoning 
interest. 

James  Wilson,  the  UK  vice- 
president  of  sales  and  market¬ 
ing  at  Kellaway  Golf,  the 
largest  manufacturer  of  golf 
equipment  in  the  world,  is  in 
no  doubt.  “Ten  per  cent  of  our 
manufacturing  business  in  the 
UK  is  now  for  women,  and  it’s 
growing  all  the  time. 

"Working  women's  golf  is 
opening  up  and  this  is  reflect¬ 
ed  in  our  marketing.  We  use 
more  lady  golfers  in  our 
advertising  now." 

At  Marks  &  Spencer,  the 
natty  range  of  golfing  wear  for 
women  snows  how  the  winds 
of  change  have  blown  over  the 
nation's  courses.  Fran  next 
month,  look  out  for  navy,  pale 
blue  and  lime. 


golf  course,  Helen  Trigdeli  has 
a  revealing  anecdote. 

“I  was  a  guest  ar  a  grand 
dinner  for  the  Solus  dub,1  a 
men-oniy  club  for  very  senior 
people  in  marketing  and  ad¬ 
vertising,"  she  recalls-  “It  was 
a  mostly  male  occasion  but  at 
one  point  I  was  in  the  loos  next 
to  a  highly  respected  business¬ 
woman  and  found  we  were 
chatting  away  about  our  golf  . 
and  how  the  wet  and  windy  1# 
weather  was  playing  havoc 
with  our  plans. 

“It  seemed  ironic  that  at  this 
very  masculine  dinner  we 
were  the  ones  having  the  golf 
conversation,  in  the  ladies’ ".  £ 


1  WOMEN-FR1ENDLY 
1\J  GOLF  CLUBS 


MANY  golf  dubs  stiH  treat 
women  as  second-d  ass 
citizens.  But  those  listed  are 
among  the  best  for  fair  play, 
either  allowing  women  cm  to 
their  committees  or  not 
restricting  the  times  or  days 
they  may  play. 


When  Wendy  Hoad, 
who  runs  a  golf  PR 
business,  started 
playing  a  few  years  ago  and 
was  often  one  of  a  small 
number  of  women  on  com¬ 
pany  golf  days.  Now,  she  says, 
there  is  a  noticeable  surge  in 
women  on  the  course. 

“I  think  there  has  been  a 
gradual  erosion  of  the  mascu¬ 
line  culture  that  used  to  sur¬ 
round  golf.-  It’s  not  that  men 
have  been  hostile  but  that 
women  have  not  chosen  to 
take  pan. 

“Now  there’s  a  cultural 
shift  there’s  much  more  pub- 
liaty  given  to  women’s  golf 
generally,  more  ladies  golf on 
television,  and  dubs  are  open¬ 
ing  up,"  she  says. 

If  you're  left  in  any  doubt 
about  the  relentless  march  of 
businesswomen's  shoes  on  the 


but  I  am  completely  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  professional 
impact  of  playing  golf. 

"Irs  a  great  asset,  to  be  able 
to  play.  It's  a  wonderful  way  of 
getting  to  know  people  better, 
as  you're  sharing  a  great 
common  interest" 

However  at  25.  Laura  Job 
has  seen  the  golfing  light  in 
good  time.  A  diem  manager 
for  the  ad  agency  TMD  Carat, 
she  took  a  client  from  Nissan 
to  the  Laser  day  last  year.  "We 
had  a  laugh  and  it  cemented 
our  relationship  in  an  infor¬ 


mal  environment  in  a  way  that 
was  useful  to  us  both.  She 
could  introduce  me  to  poten¬ 
tial  dienes  and  I  could  intro¬ 
duce  her  to  other  people  from 
tiie  agency." 

Laura  took  her  first  lessons 
last  summer  and  hopes  that  in 
a  year  or  so  she  will  be 
swinging  her  dub  with  the 
best  of  them.  "You  meet  such  a 
wide  variety  of  people  at  all 
levels,  and  it's  nice  to  see  them 
cut  of  a  suit  and  out  of  a 
business  context.  It's  especially 
good  for  me  because  I'm 


■  Coxmoor.  Sutton-in- 
Ashfidd,  Nottinghamshire 
(01623557359)./ 

■  Brockenhursx  Manor. 
BradcenJuirsL  Hampshire 
(0I59O  623332). 

■  St  Enodoc.  Wadeb  ridge, 
Cornwall  (01208  863216). 

■  Trevase,  Padstow, 
Cornwall  (01841 520208)- 

■  Denham,  Denham. 
Buckinghamshire  (01895 
832022). 

■  West  Kilbride.  SeamilL 
West  Kilbride.  Scotland 
E0 1294  82391 0- 

■  Wentworth.  Virginia 
Water,  Surrey  (01344 
842201). 

■  West  HDL  Brookwood. 
Surrey  (01483  474365). 

■  Bristol  and  Clifton. 
Clifton.  Bristol  (01275 
393474). 

■  Vale  of  UangoOen. 
UangoDen.  Denbighshire. 
<01978  860906). 
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Conjure  up  images  of  simple  glamour  in  two-tone  combinations  of  stripes  and  swirls,  says  Heath  Brown 


and  white 

MAGIC 


The  classic  combination  of  black-with  white 
will  always  be  in  vogue.  Shades  and  styles 
go  in  and  out  of  favour  but  monochrome 
remains  a  timeless  investment.  Black  is  flat¬ 
tering.  disguises  those  extra  pounds  gained  over  the 
winter  and  makes  cheaper  clothes  appear  more 
expensive.  But  it  can  look  a  little  dull  worn  on  its 
own  in  die  summer.  By  adding  a  cool,  crisp,  white 
contrast  you  can  create  a  lighter,  summery  look.  It 
instantly  brightens  up  an  outfit  without  looking  gar¬ 
ish  and  gives  a  sophisticated  edge  to  the  simplest  of 
styles. 

Try  wide  palazzo  trousers  with  a  simple  white 
blouse,  or  stripy,  strappy  tops  with  plain  skirts  or 
dresses.  Mixing  the  two  colours  is  an  effortless  way 
of  creating  glamour  and  ' elegance.  This  season  the 
ever-sofash  ion  able  stripe  looks  great  in  black  and 
white.  Dresses  with  vertical  “bars”  are  a  good  buy 


for  those  who  wish  to  appear  taller,  but  beware  of 
horizontal  striping  as  it  makes  you  look  wider  or  an 
unnatural  shape.  The  less  harsh  horizontal  swirls 
and  undulating  stripes,  however,  are  an  exception 
as  they  divert  attention  away  from  the  body  . 

A  black  and  white  capsule  wardrobe  for  the  holi¬ 
day  season  can  take  the  hassle  out  of  packing.  The 
essential  garment  to  go  into  the  suitcase  must  be  a 
plain  black  or  white  swimsuit  This  has  been  a  best¬ 
seller  for  years  and  is  versatile  enough  to  be  worn 
beneath  a  sheer  white  shirt  dr  ess  or  as  a  top  with 
trousers. 

Accessories  are  easy  to  find  with  fabulous  sun 
glasses,  two-tone  bags  and  hair  clips.  Shoes  come 
in  wild  zebra-print  leathers,  or  go  for  sandals 
and  mules  in  brilliant  white  or  matt  black.  But 
remember  not  to  go  too  far  with  the  accessories 
or  it  can  create  a  My  Fair  Lady  costume  look. 
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MAIN  PICTURE:  Swirl  print 
tunic,  £305:  matching  pants. 
£255.  Laurel,  105  New  Bond 
Street,  London  W1  (0171-493 
1153).  Black  headscarf/sarong. 
£12.  Marks  &  Spencer,  selected 
branches  [0171-935  4422j. 
Large  silver  hoop  earnngs,  £22. 
Agatha,  4  South  Molton  Street. 
W1  (0171-495  2779) 

LEFT:  Fins  stripe  stretch  top. 
£18.  Warehouse,  branches 
nationwide  (0171-273  3-191). 
Black  kick-pleat  skirt.  £54. 
Jigsaw.  126-127  New  Bond 
Street.  W1  (0171-491  4484) 
Headscarf/sarong.  Marks  & 
Spencer,  as  before.  Earrings. 
Agatha,  as  before 

RIGHT:  Black  jersey  dress  with 
white  stripe.  El  35.  Whistles.  12 
St  Christopher's  Place.  W1 
(0171 -4B7  4484).  White  tloppy 
hat.  £22,  Dotlararand. 

Selfridges.  W1  (0171-794  3028). 
Palenfthong  sandals.  £27.50, 
Wallis,  selected  branches 
nationwide  (0181-910  1333). 
Headscarf/sarong,  as  before. 
Earrings,  as  before 

Photographs  by  Richard 
Buma.  Hair  and  make-up  by 
Sarah  Gottschack  using 
Glauca  Rossi  Products  (mail 
order.  0171-289  7485.1  Styling 
by  Amandip  Uppal 
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BAGS:  (from  left)  Black  satin 
bag  with  white  leather  cage, 
£215.  Marc  Cain,  28  New  Bond 
Street.  W1  (0171-637  4142). 

Black  raffia  bag,  £12.99, 
Accessorize,  0171-313  3000. 
Black  leather  bag  with  white 
handle,  £44.95.  Klan,  Fenwicks. 

W1;  Settridges,  W1  (0171-629 
1234)  (White  floppy  hat.  E14  99, 
Accessorize,  as  before) 

SHOES:  (from  left)  Black 
leather  wedge  mules,  £59.99, 
Dune.  66-68  High  Street 
Kensington,  W8  (0171-795 
6336).  White  patent  Hat  mules, 
£29.99,  RinTinTin,  Faith. 

74  Oxford  StreBt,  W1 
(0800  289297).  Zebra  print 
mules,  £125,  Armando  PoHini, 
35  Brook  Street  W1  (0171-629 
7606).  Flat  strappy  sandals, 
£20.  Clarks,  branches 
nationwide  (0990  785886) 

SUNGLASSES:  (from  top) 
Black  Jackie  O  frame 
sunglasses,  £1 19.  Fendi,  all 
leading  opticians  nationwide 
(01923249491).  White  frame 
sunglasses,  £62,  Armand  Bast, 
14  Flora!  Street,  WC2  (0171-278 
4843).  Black  and  white 
sunglasses,  £98,  Cutler  & 
Gross.  16  Knightsbridge  Green, 
SW1 ;  Harvey  Nichols',  SWi 
(0171-581  2250) 
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THREE  OF  A  KIND 


A  GOOD  design  never  goes  out  of  fashion  and 
these  three  authentic,  traditional  men’s  watches 
are  classic  examples.  H.B. 

Red  leather  strap  automatic  Speed  master  Racing  watch. 

£950,  Omega.  Mappin  &  Webb.  170  Regent  Street, 
London  Wit  Watches  01  Switzerland.  16  New  Bond  Street. 

\V1  (01703  611612) 

Brown  leather  Strap  automatic  watch.  £69  99.  Next, 
branches  nationwide  (0116-284  9424) 

Black  punched  leather  strap  Heuer  Carrera  Limited 
Edition  watch.  £i,435.  Tag  Heuer,  Welches  Ot  Switzerland, 
nationwide  (01 204  861 1 63) 
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4  •  gardening  weekend-  Saturday  Aprils  19# 


Jane  Owen  rounds  up  the  latest  information  on  what’s  new  and  what’s  happening  in  the  gardening  world  this  month 

.  1  —  -  ~~  VICTOR '.WITS 


Designer 
way  to 
go  organic 


GARDENER'S  UPDATE 


TRADITIONALLY,  organic  gardening  has  not  been  associated  with 
good  design.  It  appears  that  what  it  gains  on  the  high  moral  ground  it 
loses  in  looks  —  the  rotting-carpet  weed  suppressors,  the  strange 
combinations  of  flowers  and  vegetables. 

Now  the  Heniy  Doubleday  Research  Association,  very  much  the  top  of 
die  organic  compost  heap,  has  addressed  this  prejudice  at  its  gardens  at 
Yalding,  Kent,  and  devised  a  way  for  the  rest  of  us  to  blend  our  desire  for 
green-ness  with  chic. 

It  has  brought  together  35  garden  designers  who  are  expert  organic 
gardeners,  including  Lady  Salisbury,  a  garden  adviser  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  doyenne  of  Hatfield  House,  Hertfordshire,  one  of  the  biggest 
and  most  beautiful  organic  gardens  in  the  country,  to  tackle  anything 
from  a  window  box  to  a  landscape  to  a  structure  plan  for  a  municipal 
park.  They  will  also  advise  on  maintenance  and  aim  to  provide  ecological 
solutions  using  local  resources  and  minimising  waste.  A  plan  for  a  small 
back  garden  will  cost  from  £250  to  £500,  which  normally  includes  a  free 
first  site  visit. 

•  Far  more  information  contact  Bob  Sherman,  HDRA  Consultants.  Ryton 
Organic  Gardens,  Coventry  CVS  3LG  (01203308219).  HDRA  Yalding  garden. 
Benovcr  Road.  Yalding.  Maidstone.  KentMElS  6EX  (check  opening  times  on 
01622814650).  Hatfield  House.  Hatfield.  Hertfordshire.  01707262823. 


Fine  foursome 

THE  ROYAL  Horticultural  Society 
is  adding  two  display  gardens  to  its 
existing  two  at  Wisley.  Surrey, 
making  a  permanent  display  called 
The  Four  Ages  of  Man.  The  Family 
Garden  and  the  Garden  for  the 
Disabled  were  installed  a  couple  of 
years  ago.  The  latest,  which  will  be 
opened  on  April  16,  are  the  Garden 
of  Rooms,  for  professionals  aiming 
up  to  retirement  age,  and  the 
Hamebase  Enthusiast's  Garden, 
which  will  have  a  pond,  paths  and 
trees  and  a  wide  range  of  plants. 
Agriframes  has  sponsored  the 
Garden  of  Rooms,  planted  with 
masses  of  David  Austin  roses  and 
plants  to  give  subtle  colours  all 
year.  Whether  or  not  you  fit  into  the 
categories,  the  gardens  are  well 
worth  visiting;  they  are  packed 
with  ideas  which  can  be  copied  in  a 
multitude  of  gardens.  RHS  Garden 
Wisley.  Woking.  Surrey  GU23 
9QB.  Call  01483  224234  for  details 
of  opening  times  and  prices. 

Seedy  discovery 

A  NEW  BOOK  is  to  seed  what  the 
RHS  Plant  Finder  is  to  plants. 
Seed  Search  {published  indepen¬ 
dently  by  Karen  Platt  at  £8.99)  lists 
more  than  33,000  seeds  and  where 
to  find  them.  It  also  gives  advice  on 
how  best  to  store,  save  and  grow 
from  seed.  The  RHS  Plant  Finder 


is.  a  bible  every  gardener  should 
have.  The  latest  edition  is  pub¬ 
lished  on  May  22  by  Dorling 
Kindersley  at-  £1299,  and  has 
70,000  entries,  from  alpines  to 
trees,  suppliers  of  seeds.,  orchids, 
cacti  and  succulents.  The  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  600  nurseries  listed 
includes  opening  times,  location 
maps  and  mail  order  details.  For 
Seed  Search,  contact  Karen  Platt, 
37  Melbourne  Road.  Crookes.  Shef¬ 
field  S10  1NR,  or  the  book’s 
distributors.  World  Leisure  Mar¬ 
keting.  on  01332  343332. 

Summer  colour 

HARDY  ANNUALS  suitable  for 
sowing  out  in  April  (if  you  live 
south  of  Harrogate)  indude  night- 
scented  stock,  sweet  peas;  larkspur, 
safflower,  Virginian  stock,  dwarf 
sunflowers  and  quaking  grass. 
This  will  give  you  early  summer 
colour  and  a  cottage  garden  effect 
For  a  comprehensive  seed  list, 
particularly,  suitable  to  conditions 
in  the  north,  ran  tact  Jennifer  lister 
at  the  Northern  Horticultural  Soci¬ 
ety,  Harlow  Carr  Botanical  Gar¬ 
dens,  on  01423  565418. 

Doctor's  delight 

DR  DAVID  HESSAYON’s  garden 
manuals,  regarded  by  some  as 
being  vulgar,  are  the  top-shelf 
magazines  of  the  gardening  world. 


PLANT  OF  THE  MONTH 

A  NEW  CLEMATIS  variety,  mantana  ‘Warwickshire  Rose',  has 
abundant,  fragrant,  shell-pink  flowers  set  off  by  dark  foliage.  It  is 
most  unusuaffor  new  forms  to  occur  naturally,  but  John  Williams, 
a  garden  designer,  discovered  this  one  sprouting  betweeiLstone 
pavins  near  an  old  conservatory.  The  seed  had  fallen  from  an  old 
specimen  of  C.  montana.  the  stem  of  which  scrambles  through  an 
old  ash  tree.  Mr  Williams  named  the  new-  variety  in  honour  of  his 
mother.  Rose,  and  his  home  county.  For  supply  details,  call 
Highfidd  Nurseries  on  01452  741444. 


Clematis  montana  'Warwickshire  Rose' 


FIND  OF  THE  MONTH 

-  r; 

DEFEAT  the  drought  deeoratively  and  at  a  discount  If  we're  to 
have  another  summer  of  dissipating  water  content  then  why  not  & 
colled  your  rainwater  with  pride?  Capital  Garden  Products  T 

reproduces  antique  designs  for  water  containers  in  old  bronze, 
weathered  terracotta  and  faux  or  real  lead.  For  extra  concentration, 
a  lid  can  be  provided,  or  you  can  gild  the  lily  with  a  fountain 
backplate  and  be  soothed  by  the  increasingly  uncommon  sound  of  ^ 
running  water.  Capital  Garden  Products  usually  sells  direct  to  the  >t 
trade  but  is  offering  Times  readers  a  special  deal  on  a  glass  fibre 
H  ampton  tank  in  any  finish  at  £245,  including  free  delivery  £ 
(usually  £298  plus  10  per  cent  delivery).  Matching  water  spouts,  •-  i 
planters,  urns,  pedestals  are  optional  extras.  For  details,  including  & 
your  nearest  stockist  or  mail  order,  call  Q15S0  201092.  £ 


Lady  Salisbury,  in  the  gardens  of  Hatfield  House,  is  one  of  the  new  organic  garden  design  team 


This  month  he  mil  have  sold  40 
million  of  his  “Garden  Expert" 
series  and  yet  few  admit  to  owning 
them.  It  is  time  to  boldly  display  Dr 
Hessayon’s  books  on  your  coffee 
table,  workbench  and  greenhouse. 
Eighteen  titles  cover  everything 
from  specific  plant  groups  to 
garden  planning,  with  diagrams 
alongside  the  text  should  you  be  in 
any  doubt  New  Experts  for  1997 
include  Rose :  Vegetable  6  Herb: 


Lawn. ;  and  Bedding  Plant ,  all  at 
£5.99,  published  %  Transworld 
and  available  from  most  garden 
centres  and  bookshops. 

Wiped  clean 

THE  DIRT  Trajpper  Mat  does 
what  its  name  suggests  with  much 
greater  ease  than  a  conventional 
doormat  A  brisk  wipe  of  the  feet 
will  draw  nearly  all  the  dirt  on  to 


the  mat  which  can  then  be  tossed 
into  the  washing  machine  when 
necessary,  emerging  refreshed  and 
ready  to  take  on  the  next  grubby 
challenge.  A  heavier,  rubber- 
backed  version,  pugnaciously 
named  “Matador",  is  available  for 
carpeted  floors.  Brochure  listing 
sizes,  -odours  and  prices  from  die 
Turtle  Mat  Company,  92a  King's 
Road,  Kingston-upon-Thames. 
Surrey  KT2  SHT  (0181-541  0569); 


Hampton  67-gallon,  faux-lead  tank,  2812in  x  2Sh  in  x  30in  "" 


The  way  to  fresh  vegetables 
without  the  sauce  bottles 
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DAY1 


DAY  2 -4 


DAY  5  -  7 


DAY  10 -14 
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AgrEvo  ready-to-use  Garden  and  Patio  Weed 
Killers  act  fast  to  kill  a  whole  range  of  common 
weeds  and  grasses  within  days  -  and  without 
damaging  the  roots  of  nearby  plants. 

There's  no  need  to  exclude  children  or  pets 
from  the  treated  areas.  And  because  AgrEvo 
Weed  Killers  are  biodegradable,  they  leave  no 
harmful  residues  in  the  soil. 

In  fact,  just  like  the  weeds,  they  disappear 
without  trace. 

AgrEvo  gardencare  products  are  available  at 
most  good  garden  centres  and  garden  shops. 

For  your  free  product  guide,  simply  call 

0345  413845. 

Easy-to-use,  effective, 
fast-acting  weed  killers. 

#  AgrEvo 


For  larger  areas,  AgrEvo  Garden  Weed  Killer  is  available  as  a  concentrate  in 
easy-to-measure,  squeeze-and-pour  bottles. 

AgrEvo  Garden  and  Paiio  Weed  Kilters  contain  giufosnaie^ammonium.  Read  the  label  before  you  buy.  Use  pesticides  safely. 


Last  year  1  took  my  own 
advice  and  did  very  little 
to  my  new  garden.  I 
watched  and  waited  and  got  to 
know  it  And,  with  only  Sin  of 
rain  from  January  until  Octo¬ 
ber  in  this  part  of  East  Anglia, 
you  might  say  I  had  little 
choice.  When  it  is  as  dry  as 
that,  you  just  concentrate  on 
surviving.  But  eventually  win¬ 
ter  came  and  [  got  started. 

One  of  the  first  jobs  was  to 
dear  a  space  for  a  new 
vegetable  patch,  which  called 
for  an  open,  sunny  area  —  the 
sort  of  place  which  would  be 
good  for  any  kind  of  ornamen¬ 
tal  gardening.  But  there  has  to 
be  space  for  some  vegetables; 
for  salads  and  all  those  easy 
things  such  as  French  beans1 
and  courgettes,  which  must  be 
fresh,  and  for  globe  artichokes 
and  a  dump  of  early  rhubarb. 
And  strawberries. 

So  I  have  reclaimed  a  rect¬ 
angle  12ft  by  36ft  for  the 
purpose.  It  is  in  foil  sun  at  the 
northern  side  of  the  garden, 
against  a  fence.  It  will  sit 
formally  under  the  kitchen 
window,  stretching  down  be¬ 
side  a  path  to  the  garden  shed. 
Left  of  the  path,  by  the  fence, 
will  be  a  new  screen  of  trees 
and  shrubs.  Right  of  the  path 
wil]  be  short  rows  of  veg. 

All  I  had  to  do  was  dear  the 
ground,  which  I  has  done  last 
autumn.  [  weed  killed  the  exist¬ 
ing  lawn  with  glyph osate  and 
dug  out  of  it,  stump  and  all,  a 
moribund  old  apple  tree  and  . 
the  daffodils  underneath. 
From  the  shrubbery-to-be  I 
removed  an  elder  and  three  of 
ley  land  cypresses. 

The  cypresses  might  have 
stayed.  They  gave  privacy  and 
shelter  from  the  north,  but 
their  roots  would  have  been 
perpetually  drawing  an  the 
vegetable  patch.  And,  anyway, 
they  become  vast  and  dreary 
in  a  small  garden.  Better  to  get 
them  out 

In  the  process,  it  was  espe¬ 
cially  pleasing  to  learn  that  the 
long,  straight,  vertical  bran¬ 
ches  ofleylandii,  shorn  of  their 
twigs,  make  excellent  rollers 
for  moving  a  Wendy  house  off 
a  proposed  vegetable  patch. 

Squirrels  we  know  bury, 
nuts.  But  what  is  this  human 
thing  about  sauce  bottles? 
Wherever  I  garden  in  this 
country,  there  is  always  a 
place  where  someone  has  bur- 


Stephen  Anderton  on  the  lessons 
he  learnt  while  clearing  and 
digging  out  a  12ft  by  36ft  patch  for 
the  essential  vegetable  garden 


DENZ1L  McNEE  LANGE 


Stephen  Anderton  at  work  on  his  new  vegetable  patch 


ied  sliards  of  old  china  and 
sauce  bottles.  My  veg  patch 
was  full  of  them,  and  I  think  I 
know  why.  The  convenient  old 
concrete  path,  which  I  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  the  spine  of  the  veg 
patch,  used  to  be  the  central 
path  of  a  lost  greenhouse.  And 
wherever  Victorian  (or  in  this 
case  Edwardian)  man  made 
foundations,  he  buried  his 
junk.  It  is  now  my  privilege  to 
have  to  dig  out  a  total  of 
several  square  yards  of  brick 
and  concrete  and  broken  and 
unbroken  bottles.  L  could  have 
given  up  and  smothered  the  lot 
with  shrubbery.  But  inn  small 


garden,  and  in  this  one  in 
particular,  there  is  only  one 
convenient  place  for  the  vege¬ 
table  patch. 

But  what  to  da  with  all  that 
spoil?  I  could  have  hired  a 
skip,  but  in  these  days  of 
landfill  tax  it  is  no  longer  a 
clieap  option.  I  would  rather 
spend  £60  on  covering  plants. 
So  I  buried  the  rubble.  The 
glass  I  put  in  the  bin.  because 
it  goes  against  the  gardening 
grain  ever  to  bury  glass  in  a 
garden. 

Then  I  dug  deep  holes 
wherever  I  intended  lo  have 
new  paths  —  across  the  top  of 


the  veg  patch,  under  tfw 
intended  new  steps  down  from 
the  terrace,  and  under  the  sjte 
of  tile  relocated  Wendy  house. 

I  used  the  excess  soil  to  levjel 
the  ground  from  which  I  had 
removed  volumes  of  rubbje. 
and  gradually,  by  moving  Aio 
C.  and  B  to  A,  and  C  to  B*  I 
reached  my  vegetable  base 
camp;  soil  where  soil  should 
be  and  rubble  where  paths 
should  be.  And  no  trees. 

The  next  job  will  be  to  dig 
over  the  ground  properly,  by 
double  digging;  to  take  off  the 
top  spadeful  of  soil  and -incUr- 
porate  some  good,  old  manure 
into  the  next  layer  down. 

Spring  is  rather  late  for  the 
job  —  it  would  have  been 
better  done  in  November  — 
but  beggars  cannot  be  choos¬ 
ers.  In  November  I  was  sti-'h 
digging  out  leylandii.  anf? 
hosting  a  Times  gardening 
cruise  to  the  Canaries.  As;  it 
happens,  Bert,  whom  I  met  bn 
the  cruise  and  who  lives  jusf  a 
few  miles  away,  will  supply 
me  with  a  load  or  two  of  muck 
in  return  for  a  lecture  at  His 
local  horticultural  sodeity 
show.  Well  it  all  makes  the 
world  go  round,  doesn't  it?  ; 

Some  separation  will  be 
needed  to  screen  the 
vegetable  patch  from  foe 
main  garden,  which  is  rela¬ 
tively  formal  and  relates  * 
squarely  to  another  face  of  tftt 
house.  So  I  have  decided  |to 
run  a  3fr-tall  hedge  down  tfr^ 
southern  side  of  the  area, 
end  in  my  topiarised  yew  trie, 
which  is  now  making  a  globe  5 
9ft  high. 

1  might  have  used  yew  for 
the  new  hedge,  but  mine  is  riot 
a  grand  garden  and,  for  a  low 
hedge  in  a  country  garden.  1*)* 
has  a  quiet  dignity,  and  gloSs.^ 
and  a  softness  which  jwi 
never  quite  find  in  yew: 

There  is  an  upright  form'of 
box,  Buxus  sempervir&is 
'Handsworthiensis'.  which  will 
give  me  a  fast,  smart  and 
narrow  screen.  So  in  February e 
I  had  a  day  trip  to  LangkV 
Boxwood  Nursery,  at  Li&ql 
Hampshire,  to  collect  a  car¬ 
load  of  36  stocky  Ifr-high 
plants.  1 

The  rear  view  in  the.car  das 
nothing  bur  greenery,  and  ip 
powerful  sweet-sour  btrey 
smell  a  glorious  promise  jof 
things  to  come  at  home.  J 
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A  topiary  castle  fit  for  a  queen 


Stephen  Anderton 


Have  you  ever  bought 
something  at  a  charity 
plant  sale  only  to  find  it 
had  been  stuffed  into  the 
pot  only  a  couple  of  days  beforehand 
and  ail  the  soil  falls  off?  it  happens. 

Before  you  buy,  it  may  be  some 
comfort,  then,  to  know  what  happens 
to  the  semi-mature  trees  costing 


pounds.  In  fact,  it  Is  the  work 
involved  in  caring  for  them  that 
1  J‘  makes  them  eaqpensive. 

'  ;  It  is  a  bit  tike  buying  an  oven-ready 
turkey:  the  tree  must  be  absolutely 
,  ready  to  go  into  the  ground.  The 
;  rootball  should  be  just  filling  the  pot 
-  —  if  l  can  call  something  the  size  of  a 
dustbin  a  pot  —  but  not  pot-bound. 
'  The  best  containerised  trees  will  not 
have  spent  years  being  endlessly 
potted  on,  but  will  have  grown  in  a 
.  nursery  in  the  open  ground  for  as 
:  many  as  ten  to  15  years,  having  the 
:  top  carefully  shaped  and  the  roots 
;  regularly  pruned  and  undercut  to 
keep  them  bushy. 

When  the  time  comes  for 
containerisation,  the  trees  are  lifted 
;  by  machine  and  potted  up  in  a 
1  container  which  the  roots  will  fill  over 
the  next  12  to  IS  months.  A  good 
:  grower  will  aim  to  sell  on  those  trees 
-gin  that  first  or  second  season,  when 
the  roots  have  grown  out  to  grip  all 
.  the  soil  in  the  pot  but  before  they  start 
to  spiral  and  become  pot-bound. 

Moving  a  container  holding  200  to 
300  litres  of  compost  as  well  as  an 
enormous  multi-stem  tree  is  no  easy 
task.  Fork-lifts  and  heavy  machinery 
are  required  both  to  move  the  trees  to 
their  standing  ground  and  also  to 
install  them  at  planting  time. 

At  Walmer  Castle  in  Kent,  English 
Heritage  has  asked  Penelope 
Hobhouse  and  Simon  Johnson  to 
design  a  garden  for  Queen  Elizabeth 
the  Queen  Mother,  who  is  Warden  of 
the  Cinque  Ports.  It  lies  within  a  19th- 
century  walled  garden,  and  this 
month  has  seen  the  lifting  m  of  many 
I?;  mature  lanes  and  yews  to  form  the 
•  *  structure  of  the  garden.  Well,  at  the 
age  of  96  it  is  worth  paying  for  a 
quick  effect,  isn't  it? 

Hie  seven-metre,  broad-leaved 
limes  were  individually  selected  for 
shape  in  Holland  more  than  a  year 
ago,  and  are  being  planted  with  a 
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Penelope  Hobhouse  monitors  the  planting  of  20-year-old  trees  in  the  Queen  Mother's  Garden  at  Walmer  Castle  in  Kent 


large  rootball  but  without  having 
been  containerised.  They  will  be 
given  invisible,  underground  guys  to 
ensure  that  they  stay  upright 

Also  being  installed  are  plants  for  a 
long  yew  hedge  and  a  three-metre 
topiary  castle  of  yew.  Tendercare.  the 
suppliers,  has  been  growing  die 
castle  for  the  past  year  in  a  comer  of 
its  nursery,  ensuring  that  the  roots 
are  ready  for  a  quick  getaway  when 
they  are  planted  on  the  new  raised 
turf  mound.  Thity  have  also  begun 
the  formative  clipping  of  the  yews, 
training  them  to  form  the  three  dense 
arches  and  castellatians  of  the  castle. 
The  jigsaw  was  disassembled  for 
transport  and  reassembled  after  ne¬ 
gotiating  the  garden  wall. 

On  an  instant  box  parterre. 
Tendercare  has  also  been  growing 
die  shape  of  two  Es  (for  Elizabeth). 
The  hedging  has  been  planted  in 
dozens  of  wire  troughs,  clipped  and 
fed  hard  throughout  the  past  season. 
It  was  protected  from  frost  with 
horticultural  fleece  and  is  ready  for 
slotting  into  place  this  spring. 

After  installation,  the  care  of  all 
this  expensive  planting  becomes  the 


WEEKEND  TIPS 


■  Prepare  to  spray  outbreaks  of  aphids  on  greenhouse  plants  as  the 
weather  warms  up. 

■  Clip  summer-flowering  heathers  as  the  new  shoots  begin  to  grow. 

■  Plant  potatoes,  starting  with  the  earliest  varieties. 

■  Plant  gladioli  6in  deep,  and  set  them  on  sand  in  heavy  soils. 

■  Protect  wall  blossom  and  early-flowering  shrubs  against  sudden 
night  frost  with  netting  or  fleece. 

■  Pot  some  roots  of  mint  for  early  growth  on  a  windowsill. 


daunting  responsibility  of  the  new 
head  gardener,  Richard  Squires.  But 
how  does  anyone  look  after  the 
watering  of  acres  of  containerised 
trees  in  a  nursery? 

At  Tendercare,  90  per  cent  of  all  the 
containers  are  on  drippegs,  which 
deliver  a  correct  amount  of  water  to 
the  surface  of  the  pot.  Where  water¬ 
ing  is  by  sprinkler,  the  excess  is 
recycled  from  the  sloping  standing 
grounds.  But  here  is  the  dever  bit:  the 
water  supply  to  the  drip-pegs  in¬ 
cludes  a  gentle  liquid  feed  to  ensure 
that  every  inch  of  growth  is  made.  In 
spring  the  feed  is  high  in  nitrogen  to 


induce  a  strong  leaf  and  shoots.  But 
in  autumn  the  balance  tips  towards 
potash  to  slow  down  and  ripen 
growth.  In  spring  the  plants,  particu¬ 
larly  evergreens,  are  given  a  sea- 
weed-based  liquid  feed  as  well. 

Constant  feeding  realty  does  pay 
off.  and  it  is  a  treat  to  see  the  great 
tubs  of  gunnera  and  phormium  and 
ferns  ready  to  make  instant  foliage 
gardens,  or  rows  of  pre-form  ed 
espalier  apples,  pears  and  phims 
reacty  20  dress  a  tall  wall. 

Is  it  worth  a  gardener  investing  in 
this  kind  of  expensive  planting?  On 
occasion  1  think  the  answer  is  yes. 


The  purchase  of  just  one  big  speci¬ 
men  tree  can  add  enormous  maturity 
to  a  new  garden.  When  everything 
else  is  small  and  low  and  new,  it  lifts 
the  eye  and  calms  the  scene. 

Arid  the  transplanting  of  mature 
trees  is  nothing  new.  The  grand 
Victorian  landscape  gardeners  took 
great  pride  in  it  Then  it  went  out  of 
fashion  for  100  years.  Now,  again,  it 
is  readily  available,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  modern  technology  and 
machinery,  it  is  easier  then  ever. 

Gardeners  on  exposed  sites  should 
continue  to  plant  small  for  greatest 
success,  but  for  impact  in  a  normally 
sheltered  garden,  it  can  be  well  worth 
spending  E100  on  a  big  specimen  tree. 
You  are  not  just  buying  a  tree  and 
someone's  work  on  it;  you  are  buying 
time,  which  cannot  be  priced.  Just 
remember  when  you  go  an  holiday, 
that  whoever  cuts  your  lawn  must 
also  water  the  tree  in  its  first  year. 

m  Tendercare,  Southlands  Road. 
Denham.  Uxbridge.  Middlesex  UB9  4HD 
(01895835544). 

Meet  Penelope  Hobhouse  and 
Tim  Smit,  page  14 


rrfl  I  have  dug  over  two 
L2J  10ft  x  10ft  plots  where 
I  used  to  krep  hives.  1 
would  now  like  to  establish 
wfldflower  areas.  Can  you 
suggest  where  I  might  buy 
a  suitable  seed  mixture  to 
saw  me  buying  individual 
packets  of  wildflowers 
from  a  garden  centre?  The 
soil  is  chalky  and  south- 
facing.  —  M.  Kendall. 
Rarasbury,  Wiltshire. 

Wildflower  meadows 

take  time  to  establish. 
Seed  mixtures  selected  for 
particular  soil  types  include 
showy  annuals  such  as 
poppies  for  the  first  year, 
but  they  are  flowers  of 
cultivated  land  and  do  not 
persist  in  turf.  The  longer- 
term  wildflowers  take  a  few 
years  to  establish.  Also,  if 
the  soil  is  rich,  coarse  self- 
sown  grasses  dominate  at 
the  expense  of  wildflowers 
and  the  lighter  grasses  in 
the  seed  mix.  In  small  areas 
like  this.  I  would  be  inclined 
to  add  plugs  or  plantlets  of 
perennial  wildflowers  as 
well  as  seed.  The  results  will 
be  faster.  Contact  John 
Chambers’  Wild  Rower 
Seeds.  15  West  lei  gh  Road, 
Barton  Seagrave,  Kettering, 
Northamptonshire  NN15 
5AJ  (01933  652562). 

ITT]  1  would  love  to  have 
L*"<J  In  the  garden  one  or 
two  of  those  slender  “fin¬ 
ger”  cypresses  which  are 
such  an  attractive  feature 
of  the  Italian  landscape. 
Five  years  ago  1  was  given 
a  eone  foil  of  seeds  but 
none  germinated.  Win 
they  grow  here,  and  could  I 
boy  one?  1  think  1  have 
seen  them  in  the  south  of 
the  country  once  or  twice. 
—  J.  Lefley,  Stanmore. 
Hampshire. 


plant.  It  is  seriously  under 
threat  from  disease  in  the 
Mediterranean  now.  It  will 
indeed  grow  in  favoured 
gardens  in  the  south  of 
England,  it  is  only  just 
hardy,  and  some  forms  are 
more  successful  than  oth¬ 
ers,  so  it  is  worth  going  to  a 
reliable  nursery-  The  Plant 
Finder  lists  13  suppliers, 
including  Scotts  Nurseries, 
Meriott,  Somerset  TA 16  5PL 
(01460  72306). 

Hardier  alternatives,  if 
less  slender,  might  be  the 
incense  cedar  Calocedrus 
decurrens,  or  a  form  of 
Lawson  cypress  called 
Wisselii’,  which  is  a  dark- 
bluish  green.  .  Don’t  be 
fobbed  off  with  pencil  juni¬ 
pers  such  as  ‘Skyrocket’, 
which  are  only  shrubs. 

[r\l  Have  you  any  sugges- 
[Vl  turns  for  dealing  with 
dog  mess  in  the  garden?  It 
decomposes  very  slowly  on 
the  grass  cuttings  heap.  Is 
there  a  product  to  speed  up 
this  process?  —  S.  Cox. 
Axbridge.  Somerset. 

fTT  It  is  not  a  good  idea  to 
|s\|  add  dog  excrement  to 
compost  heaps.  It  can  con¬ 
tain  organisms  leading  to 
unticariasis.  which  may 
cause  blindness  in  children. 
My  preference  is  to  dig  the 
occasional  hole  in  some 
rooty,  ungardened  comer 
under  trees,  and  put  it  there, 
where  it  can  rot  away  in 
contact  with  no  one. 

•  Readers  should  write  to; 
Carden  Answers.  Weekend. 
The  rimes,  1  Penningion 
Street.  London  El  9XN.  Advice 
is  offered  without  legal 
responsibility.  The  rimes 
regrets  that  any  enclosures 
cannot  be  returned. 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL’ 0171 481 1920 
FAX:  0171 481 9313 


HOMES  &  GARDENS 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171  481 1920 
FAX:  0171 4819313 
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THE  SSCZETg  TO  A  CRBJff  CARDEN 


f  THROUGH- ij 
OUT  A  PLANTS 
LIFE  IT  WILL 
GROW  &ETTER 
ANP 

FLOURISH 
IN  THE 

k  R\€MT  i 

COMPOST^ 


LOOK  OUT  FOR  NEW 

LEVIN&TOM-TOP  QUALITY 
COMPOST  with 

APPEP  STIMULEX.® 
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STitfULtX 

ato- 

Stimuiant 

GIVES  VOUR 
PLANTS 
HEALTHIER 
MORE 
VIGOROUS 
GROWTH. 


LEVINCTON,  STIMULEX  and  THE  LEVINGTON  DIFFERENCE  mi  registered  Trade  Mark*  of  Levington  Horticulture  Lrd.  O  Letnngion  Horticulture  Lid.  1997. 
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“When  I  needed  to  get 
about  after  my  hip 
operation,  Churchill's  gave 
me  the  fastest  service  and 
the  best  value.  If,  like  me, 
you  don't  want  to  move 
home,  /  wholeheartedly 

recommend  them 
loyou-' 

{Tg'  Installation  often  within 
3  days  after  FREE  home 

consultation. 


I  I  customers. 

(Tp  All  stair  types  catered  for 
anywhere  in  Britain,  7  days 
a  week 

J?}''  Peace  of  mind  and  foil 
12  months  comprehensive 
warranty  included. 

|j  jTg*  British  Standards  products. 


t*  ChurchiUL8  Stairllftspic  ■ 

f  f*,  f  y-;  ~y  V  v-y 

i£SSW'  n^^^nowand^  for  Chn^Ctare  or  Joan 


HARD  WATER  M 


The  Scientific  Solution 


Incredible  low-cost  computer  technology! 
Krvstal  is  the  simplest,  most  efficient  answer 
to  lime  scale  problems  ever  devised! 

DISSOLVES  edR ing  limucJt.  INHIBITS  forma  non 
of  new  timescale.  PRESERVES  health-giving  natural 
substances  in  vour  water. 

r  R-^'7]  v/ha:  our  Customers  ssy 


FREEPHONE 

►0800  311 5555 

BROCHURE 

i^es  open  24  hours,  7  days 

*ra£?^THfiWHbL£  HOUSE  FOR  LESS  THAN  £B0 
HOME  TRIAL 


5  YEAR  GUARANTEE 


Krystal  3  0(d  FOrd  Court  Pewsey,  Wilts  SNS  5AQ 
Tel-  01 572  56*1 13  e-mail:  saies@clearflow.wirMJk.net 
TRADE  AND  OVERSEAS  ENQUIRIES  WELCOMED 
Customers  in  Ireland  call  isoo  B75555  (24  hours) 


The  reeuns  are  first  doss. 

I  purchased  your  product  on 
Pncs  and  perfomanee. 
agaim  TWO  other  manufacturers 
-  we  nwda  the  right  chocs 
QUH  Poole,  Donat 


I  puFchaoed  one  or  your  units 
abeerf  a  momh  ago,  and  I  an 
QMl.  London 


i  lave  heen  artremdy  pleased 
the  unnspwtotmanuB.il  was  so 
easy  to  ft  and  uncbtruRvE  to  my 
option  tna  Krystal  uw  shouU  be 
littadtoiflnaw  houses 

CM8,Gtos 


An  ouistancfinfl  success 
SVH,  Hencgoto 
E*ceilBnt  results! 

FjfcfcC  Sbteart-Twff 


last  month  i  msWed  one  ot  your 
ssardsscaias.  midatahtedta 
cftyR  *  whang  as  «Bll,it  not 
bettor,  than  I  expected 
NW.  Twytord,  Betkshm 
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With  quality  of  cut  to  match  the  best  raHer  mower 

ft  collects  comptetety  ever  in  the  teving  that  desirable 
^striped  flrresti.  Riders  and  tractors  for  gardens  from  i/3rd 

acre  upwards.  Asfc  for  3  demonstration. 
a&iSCTd  tar  brockuiB  and  tom  of  osarest  Sealer. 

H  la  Ctertta*.  FREEPOST.  GraK  H»*y.  (MorB  aw  7BH 
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POWERED  BY/ 


SCATTER 

Clears  Cats 

from  your  garden 

NIGHT  AND  DAY,  EVERY  DAY 
Unique  programme  of 
«y  computer-controlled 
ACt,80  ultrasound  expels  cats 
^  from  lawns,  flower  beds, 
hty  shrubberies,  walls 

"  and  patios  sot.... 


Scatter  transmits  random  bursts  UninilP  flflUll 
of  ultrasound  at  a  frequency  that  |llUyt 

cats  avoid.  Thsytl  turn  away  computer-ci 

ultrasound  ei 
KSSI.  fromlawns.  fli 

sensors  to  go  wrong.  Highly  ShrUbbGH& 

reliable,  fully  weatherproofed  anil  M 

mfrifature  computer  circuiL  a,,u  rB 

5lW7Wb«weenlmp>voltaaeiW*worbrttoyop«fB*kjiiiitwtt 
WattartoobWsoroitierpfltsfMAUWBLEtotajraana 
Scatter  Is  completely  sate-  &nrtafled  h  inlntitBS. 

Try  tt  for  90  days  ■  5  year  guarantee 


Brrtrw  nut  I  inn  Bhuh.  Hnh  St  Mattonurfi.  Wits  SN8 1HQD1672  511139  ^mat  saAa®scater  wiiHAna 

TRADE  and  OVERSEAS  onqiArias  waleoinod. _ . 


PARKLAND  GARDEN 
FURNITURE 


lLfaATraf.TtMKl.nj»d 


iTokMKdndl 


(Met  cheqae  pqeHe  m  dr 
COauany  MOUSduotYrd. 


Yadafaire-  DN14SIUL 
Tab  tHOS  7S77fit 
(rfntaDcflQxUnE) 

t*  ii24«  an  13 


fChstetf  PW  Stand 


■apiMW  1^  vSSjmIp 

htohaww  "ff 

WMdpipa  ***■ 

CKBHKOIMXaWBAnRaRSn 

■utatoddeMitan&AJbinan 

KDQUBKMHHBBWIAC& 
OepLTIH  &MatoButaC«to. 
Oocfe{U(yAm[oncins$AIBxAna 
Vt  ora  mot  toe  ocs  nsw 
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COUNTRY  LEE 


Cream  of  Cornish  gardens 


Bampton  Manor  opens  its  gardens  once  a  year  for  charity  when  they  are  at  their  spring  peak 


■  Cotefaele,  St  Dominick,  near 
SaJtash,  Cornwall  (01579  350434) 

Eight  miles  southwest  of  Tavistock 
Open  daily.  Ham-dusk,  £230 , 
family  ticket  £7 

THIS  magical  National  Trust 
properly  is  nestled  into  the  western 
banks  of  the  Tamar  river,  which 
marks  the  boundary  between  Dev¬ 
on  and  ComwalL  Large  herba¬ 
ceous  borders  trace  the  length  of. 
each  of  die  terraces  leading  down 
from  the  15th-century  manor.' 1 

As  you  walk  down  the  steps 
running  centrally  through  this ' 
formal  area  to  what  is  apparently 
the  final  terrace  overlooking  a 
sweep  of  countryside,  look  out  for  a 
small  inconspicuous  tunnel  which 
leads  under  part  of  the  garden  to  an 
informal,  sheltered  valley  with  a 
fish  pond  at  its  head  and  a  grey 
stone,  dome-shaped  dovecote. 

In  typically  fecund  Cornish  style 
the  valley  vegetation  is  huge  and 
seemingly  only  just  being  kept 
under  control:  ferns  sprout  out  of 
walls  and  trees,  moss  and  lichen 
cling  to  every  surface  and  hostas 
and  primulas  thrive.  There  are 
palms,  acres,  hydrangeas  and 
betulas,  and  the  massive  jungle- 
like  leaves  of  gunnera  beside  the 
stream.  You  should  just  be  in  time 
to  see  the  last  of  the  magnificent 
magnolias,  camellias  and  rhodo¬ 
dendrons  in  flower. 

There  are  ten  acres  to  explore 
and  then  the  paths  criss-cross  down 
to  the  19thrcentury  quay  beside  the 
Tamar.  This  is  an  ideal  place  to 
have  a  picnic  and  look  over  the 
outstation  of  the  National  Mari¬ 
time  Museum. 


Cotehele  is  a  magical  garden  near  the  Tamar  river  in  Cornwall 


OPEN  THIS  WEEKEND 


■  Glenwhan  Garden,  Dunragit 
by  Stranraer,  Wigtownshire, 
Dumfries  and  Galloway 
(0158 1  400222)  . 

Seven  miles  east  of  Stranraer,  one 
mite  offiheA75.  Open  daily, 
10am-5pm.  £2,  children  El  JO 

THIS  IS  regarded  as  one  of 
Scotland’s  important  gardens  al¬ 
though  it  was  only  started  in  1979 
by  the  Knott  family.  When  they 
began  work  the  area  was  rigid  with 
gorse  and  bracken,  bur  it  has  the 
great  advantage  of  the  Gulf  Stream 
to  keep  the  dimate  mild  and  make 
it  a  virtually  frost-free  pocket.  By 


now  the  primula  arena  should  be  at 
its  best,  and  the  rhododendrons  are 
providing  colour.  Since  last  year  a 
lot  of  the  vegetation  has  been 
hacked  back  to  give  new  vistas 
across  Luce  Bay  and  the  Mull  of 
Galloway,  and  to  make  a  new 
woodland  walk. 

At  the  centre  of  the  gardens  is  a 
large  informal  pool  which  can  be 
traced  by  the  rushing  stream  that 
feeds  it.  A  causeway  crosses  the 
pool  and  gives  a  better  look  at  the 
packed  planting,  some  of  it  unusu¬ 
al.  around  the  perimeter.  The 
Knotts'  nursery,  which  is  attached 
to  the  gardens,  is  well-stocked  with 
plan  island  very  tempting. 


■  Bampton  Manor  and  Weald 
Manor  Gardens,  Oxfordshire 
(01993  850224)  -i 

On  A409S  Witney-Faringdon  ; 

road.  Open  April  6, 2-5  JOpm.  ‘ 

£130  for  combined  ticket  to  see  \ 

both  private  gardens,  which  open  , 

once  a  year for  charity 

WEALD  MANOR  is  a  three-acre,  j 
garden  with  a  small  wood  and  lake. 1  ■ 
There  is  a  mass  of  spring  bulbs,  a’  . 
few  fritillaries  and  some  topiary/.: 
The  owners  modestly  maintain':, 
that  the  main  point  of  visiting  the*/ 
garden  is  for  the  teas,  which., 
annually  raise  a  great  deal  of  ■: 
money  for  the  National  Gardens  , 
Scheme.  Bampton  Manor,  a  small 
chunk  of  this  garden,  was  owned 
until  her  death  15  years  ago  by  the 
gardener  Peggy  Munster.  The  bulk 
of  the  building  is  Georgian  and  it- : 
has  inspired  the  Department  of  the 
Environment  to  list  the  brick  and 
flint  walls. 

The  garden  opens  once  a  year  for  , 
charity  at  the  moment  when  the 
spring  garden  should  be  at  its., 
peak,  with  daffodils,  blue  wood 
anemones,  dwarf  tulips  and  hya-_ 
cinths.  In  the  rest  of  the  four  acres  </ 
there  are  cream,  pink  and  white  * 
prunus.  a  mass  of  hellebores. 
crown  imperials  and  two  ponds  — 
one  a  circular  stone  with  a  fountain  . 
at  the  centre,  the  other  informal  m 

Yew  and  stone  boundaries  sepa-^ 

rate  one  part  of  the  garden  from  the  • 
next,  structural  work  which  stands 
as  a  memorial  to  Peggy  Munster,  j 

The  gardens  are  open  by  ap-t 
pointment  at  other  times  of  year.  | 

Jane  Owen^ 


r  COMPOST  BINS  . 

YOU  COULD  PAY  FOR  BiKS  OF  THIS  CAPACITY 


HfatapMhrtinL 
dp.lMtu«du«* 
bJUBBIC0  LTD.  (Best  TTCH  ) 

li  Wood  Hill  Maori*,  OH  Bilk  ton  Hntrn,  Ida  If  14 1LX 


Featuring  Agriframes 
structures  plus  hundreds 
■  of  the  very  best  gardening 
products  and  ideas.  / 


I  To:  Agriframes  Ltd.,  Brochure  4457,  Chartwoods  Road, 
■  East  Grfnstud,  Sussex  RH1  9  2HG. 


J  Name _ 

j  Address - 

j  - Postcode-, - 

J  w»M«*dili—lywiOBnaw^i«iii.nWMWI  imofcufcw'MUCTM compare,  G 

| FREE  CATALOGUE  “g*  01342  310000  (24tirs)  FAX: 


QUALITY  TIMBER  BUILDINGSl 


11,.  DUALITY  TIMBEI 

Pounds 


U  your  HAT  ROOF  is  leaking  or  you  think  it  might  leak  non 
you  need  to  contact  A.P.  Coatings  Ltd. 

WHY? 

AJ*.  Coatings  are  the  only  flat  roof  company  who  after  the 
{blowing  in  your  area: 

An  attractive  quality  alternative  to  FELT  or  FIBREGLASS  at  a 
price  dial  won’t  break  the  bank. 

A  system  proven  throu  gout  the  world  for  over  40  years. 

A  20  YEAR  MANUFACHJRBtS  GUARANTEE  from  one 
of  the  worids  best  known  companies. 

Materials  backed  by  the  BBA  (British  Board  of  Ayeement) 

A  FREE  no  obCgztion  written  survey  and  quotation  service. 


A.P.  COATINGS  PRICE  GUARANTEE 
|  We  will  MATCH  cny  competitive  quote  piven  tc  you  with  .i ; 
minimum  TO  Yo.ir  Guarantee. 

1.  Contact  A.P.  Costing,  with  niti:u.'i?rn*.nts  :ind  price- 
quoted. 

Z.  A.P.  Coiitingt  will  MATCH  the  price  quoted  and  you  ,-,st 
the  ,’bovp  qui'ity  svstei". 


FOR  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE  FROM  START  TO 
FINISH  PHONE  FREE  ON 

0800  581054 

AP.  COATINGS  LTD  DO  NOT  USE  OUTSDE  CONTRACTORS 
SPEQAL  RATES  FOR  SENIOR  CmZBMS- _ 


lake  the  direct  route  to  qiuilit 

C7  tin  n  o  ck  G  a  t  es 
at  Factory r  Prices 

Send  for  t our  brochure  todue 


■  Buy  direct  from  the  factory  ■  No  payment 
before  delivery  -  Quality  built  on  50  years 
experience  ■  First  because  they  last 


RING  FOR  FREE  CATALOGUE  01299  266000  ^ 

POUNDS  Deot  T.  COPPICE  GATE.  LYE  HEAD,  EEWDLEY.  WORCS.  DY12  2UX 


Oir  brochure  »  Du¬ 
rango  otquafity  gab 
nvnutacturaeftom 


;  Wij  j  h -id*  c.’cf  tf 


re/rd- mssd&shmt' 


PROBABLY  THE  ONLY  FEATURE  YOU 

■nuiT  HOC  IC  TIIE  B*  VC  AD  ^ Honda 

HH  I  llot  la  lilt  a-itfln 


■  V  ■  Some  Honda  lawn  mowers 

I  F  Ml  DC  feature  electric  starting. 
*  ■■■  Some  are  self-propelled. 

And  some  have  handlebars  that  adjust  to  suit 
the  operator's  height. 

But  almost  aQ  our  lawn  mowers  have 
a  5-year  warranty*  -  from  the  new  1 7"  model 
to  our  lawntraetors. 

It  may  sound  generous.  Until  you 
remember  that  all  our  petrol-powered 
lawnmowers  have  Honda  engines.  So  they 
share  foe  same  reliability  that  made  our  cars 
world  famous. 


Freephone  0300  378086 


. . .  mww  hnw»d  HBBfflsg  the  coupon  for  further  details.  And  peace  of 

■  «■  "■  ™  ™  J™  H  mind  thatwfll  last  into  the  next  century. 

Please  send  me  the  latest  Honda  ride-on  □  lewnmowrer  [_[  brochure  b*»*m  ■  1 

and  the  nama  of  my  nearest  denier. 


HOMES  &  GARDENS 


Home 


forget  rav? I 
YOUR  KEY  fZ 


1 

Cow: 
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Abbwi 

II 
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if  MORE 
'qPIANTS 


TOUGH.  HARDY,  FAST  GROWING. 
IMPENi-TRABLE  FLOWERING  & 
FRUITING  HEDGING 


Free  moss 

FREELAWNS! 


1 


ZZe??. 

mm 


MF  EntaMyBynUUUYS 
F  FAST  BECOMING 
BRITAIN'S 

FAVOURITE  HEDGING 


13  (NormalylO)  £9.65 

BCHJI,  KIRS  FEET 

26  (Kanaly20J  £15.75 
65  (Noma*  50)  £29:50 
All  OftjgHS  PLUS  £135  pflp 


WARWICK 

BUILDINGS 


■  ;i " 

■  ■ 

■diWi 

flradmneeta, 
ftHMmdh  udVdi  pnickacO 
SHOW  SITE  -SOUTHAM  ROM), 
Long  hcMnoton,  Nr  Ructo-, 
Vtarafefcsmra  CV23  BuL 
Tel:  <T. 926  815757 


*  HdiMaginU«l>GsURsH  +  Protect*  pane,  l»n  WVKcr  Wind 

Mown*  up  id  3"  ram  *  Grows  to  12  months 

*  Wondvriuly  fragrant  *  Growa  waflno  matte  how  poor 

-*  Security  erf  Brick  Wa*  yourul 

CrtourfU,  ftacynrt.  •flOSEWALL'  rapfcly  raachas  7tt  hjfx  and  is  so  easy  ta 
grwr.  HantTOto  2«ts  apart,  or  hr  a  nnly  IHcJc  hedge  pt«  In  2  pan*d  raws. 
Kaaps  artmato  M  Wrudtra  ouCXteidouiJoly  rich  rivtamin  "C  can  tw  mada 
from  fries  RooewtiL  NacOTiReatad  onrtna-ut  dp  to  deefcwlheiaK. 
POST  YOUR  ORDER  NCfWI  — 

BRAM LEY’S  NURSERIES  itssi  wacow  | 

331  BENFLEET  HOAD -SOUTH  BBffLEET-ESSEX  OP&17DAYS 
IBM  wwfniwmnmi  — —  I  ^WE0C 


Special  Offer  to  Readers 


Ten  Orange  Geraniums  FREE 
with  every  50  Mixed  Geraniums 


free 

i-tssh 


Stand  wf  to  rm»  ad 
_  weeds  with  a  WA1K0VB 
SHUWHL  U  jpmp 
fannsand  ifaiieamys 
SB  efiacSvelf  aairafal( 
Meaty  nad  quickly  os 
you  duply  sfenlflbe 
gordao.  Nowaacr  bga  your 
bniv  no  baadtag.  M 
|  bodnche,  D05tndnfog,eo 
ndntennna  and  nopniUen. 

The  model  shows  is  foe  24* 
Craandanan  <rt  £279.95  Inc. 
Vfll  Odsr  nodefa  amfodde 
from  £149.95  fob  VAT 


1b  And  m  wan,  pod  tfaa  awyaa  Ik 
tflto  tmm  tqilpawat  M, 

IfoBKafltovDkM.Oto.QniKSKal  ...  YOIIB 

01235  515400  GARDEN  NEEDS 


Meow  tend  m  hnb 
<htaflx  of  mr  naaml 


hwlhor  hdornmHon  on  be  ABon  MAnnriiid 


Isom---  - 
Roll 

r’ ' 

bAip-  ’ 

Bish  Hi-  r.. 
iw«r  "-bre  ’■ 
in  is  u--r .  r 
blkn  in  -At.  -•  -  ’ 
floes Jj  • 
Fmctz’ ’■ '  - 
tazrt.  sn *z 

mnnFiL  T--  .rr.  -- 

moreifijcr”; 
m  it:  : 
inkmiLZI.  .  ' 

*  ftandb  [Tq*:- 

PuRTeS  L-.  - 

WS'lLitKi-  ’ 

- 

baren.  elt  -.  -  • 
tonal  Irt  p-i-  ,• 

1  flIDffi  z 

wlfFsrr^.vr  • 
Jndafej-A-  . 

Hsrtb;  .- 

IflllGiiiie  r 
JWJWi  nn  ,  - 
Kaslnf-.-.  _ 


cct.  ■ 

MBEja--:. 

1  F[0  nyK-r  . .’  ■  ■ 


•  CewsercoimB  twinanhi^pVM  I 
ncflmjW  Fwimnrtog  in  t  pootoolr 
War 

■  Ctmnn  tpecd  adjontde  u 
iodhndui]  naqanHBc&ls. 

•rnmplne  Ukfar£l2J00» 

VAT  for  aHvjear  indooi  nrimmiag 
pcrnia  total  oat  len  Ibm  any 
cocum^fc  cmrventlCTQl  pooL 

-  Opczatim  sid  hearing  coals 
under  £3.00  per  welt. 

Full  infantntioo  Cmm: 


WMW  POOLS"* 
SWMrlMNa  IMCHIMES 
Tel:  oidao  Miace 

Fas:  01430  H1277 


Imagine  a  Summer  of  delicious 
blooms:  stunning  salmon  pi*, 
|Ty^orct*J,vioteL  bright  reels  and 
Ftoo”- -  _  \uDS  Wr  scartet  cherry,  rose  and  snow 
t°r  t’°rTTsx0ts  J  whtta.  Phn,  we  give  you  10 
\  superb  orange  geraniums  In  the 

mix  FREE  with  each  50  ordered. 

Fufl  Instructions.  Rather  than  supply 
smaB  pfogs  jaw  wi  receive  young  ptenflets  in  a  bay,  ready 
for  transplanting  and  growing  an. 

Lock  (award  to  swelling  buds,  bursting  with  colour. 

ORDER  NOW  FOR  SPRING  DELIVERY 


BUY  100  BUSY  LIZZIES  &  GET  10  DOUBLES  FREE! 

100  -  £12,  200  ■  £20,  350  -  £30 


Large  flowers  In  shades  oi  red,  vioM,  cherry,  coral  pn*  and  while 
aB-summer-tong. VWi each  100 ordered  wa  wH suppiy  lOdouWe- 
bkxvned  Impattens  Irm  Ideal  to  hanging  bastets,  window  boras. 
flfl>5  w  holders.  Sijipfad  In  a  icy  rtft  tufl  tetnaatonaw  prow  on. 


,Y  rD  a  01245-327110 


CHEQUESiPO'S  TO:  aiwKWintooBaoPow.toBPwotoiiatrt 

PLANTWORLD  Times  Offer  No.14  ® 

Burnham  Road,  South  Woodham.  Essex  CM3  5QP 


HOME  &  AWAY 

BE  SAFE 
EITHER  WAY! 

3 


6fo5ir£.,- 
Aw  ate 


POST  TO:  HONDA  ADVERTISING  SERVICES.  TO  BOA  8B.  LOWESTOFT  NRJ2  2LQ. 


THE  ONLY  LAWNMOWER  THAT'S 
AS  RELIABLE  AS  A  HONDA  CAR 


Stop  Scale 


jjy 

Sobers 


sure^ ' 


£  S0MFY 


Guardian  slimline 
security  shutters  are  the 
ultimate  deterrent. 

They  are  the  elegant 
way  to  protect  yourself, 
your  loved  ones,  your 
possessions  and  property 
from  unwanted  intruders 
when  you  are  at  home 


Made  from  tough,  mamte 
nance-free  aluminium 
FuHy  msufotetf 
Automatic  lacking 
Operated  manually  or  dec 
trieoUy  from  insMe 
IndMduatty  manufoeturad  for 
a  perfect  fit 

Installed  nornaBf  in  one  <Sv 
Fully  guaranteed 


or  away  on  holiday.  -  Fully  guaranteed 

FOR  A  FREE  BROCHURE  RING 

0W84«Wt0/O!Ll.}|!  4.1*1 

OH  RETURN  THE  COUPON  BELOW  WITHOUT  OBLIGATION 


FREEPOST  .  SEND  TODAY  .  NO  STAMP  REQUIRED 


|  GOABWAH  GMME  DOORS,  FHHPOU  Hf3  re,  HOTOatSHaD,  BB  : 

I  hW/MRS/MS 

, 

I  miSPHONE _ _ _ ^ 

I  ADDRESS 


WaterQKing 

freecall  0500382  111 

IVi'srKrng.  L;*<-scw?i5e  Proiluctti  Lid..  FREEPOST  OF21S3,  Abingdon,  Oxbn,  0XT4  4YU 
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property  ■  7 


‘  Prices  and  a  strong  pound  are  attracting  British  buyers  to  French  property.  Cheryl  Taylor  on  finding  the  bargains 


Three-bedroom  stone-built  house  in  the  village  of  Najac,  Aveyron,  for  sale  at  £63,000 


This  country  house  in  the  hills  behind  St  Tropez  was  on  sale  at  £1.1  million  in  1994  but  with  the  improved  exchange  rate  recently  sold  for  jost  £750,000 


i.  -i*. 

V  ^ 


Homes  with  a  continental  drift 


sua 


V  V 


The  strength  of  the  pound 
against  the  French  franc  — 
having  gained  17  per  cent 
in  value  over  the  past  six 
months  —  and  the  recession  in  the 
French  domestic  housing  market 
have  encouraged  British  buyers  to 
look  again  at  property  across  the 
Channel. 

Unlike  the  UK  housing  market, 
which  has  improved  over  the  past 
two  years,  the  French  market  is  snB 
in  foe  doldrums,  prices  having 
fallen  in  some  areas  by  30-40  per 
cent  since  1990.  Agents  say  prices  in 
France  have  now  bottomed  out  and 
buyers  are  returning,  but  there  is 
no  rush  to  buy  and  purchasers  are 
more  discerning. 

Paddy  Dring  of  Knight  Fritnkt 
international  department,  which 
handles  properties  lor  sale  in 
Provence  and  foe  French  Alps, 
says:  ’‘Until  recently,  foe  strength  of 
the  franc  continued  to  deter  British 
buyers,  but  foe  tables  have  been 
turned.  Low  prices  combined  with 
a  strong  pound  have  suddenly 
made  French  property  an  attractive 
and  affordable  proposition." 

There  have  been  dramatic  price 
reductions  in  Provence,  although 
property  here  is  still  “over-ripe". 
Knight  Frank  has  recently  sold  a 
palatial  country  house  with  75 
acres  in  foe  hills  behind  St  Tropez. 
When  it  came  on  foe  market  in  1994 
at  Fr9  million,  h  would  have  cost 
£1.1  million.  The  price  was  reduced 
to  Frf>5  million  last  summer,  which 
at  the  time  was  worth  E860.Q00. 
Now,  with  the  improved  exchange 
rate,  it  is  E750.000 — a  drop  of  more 
than  a  third. 


There  are  bargains  too  in  the 
Dordogne,  where  there  are  now  so 
many  Britons  with  second  homes 
that  the  French  call  it  “Little 
England".  A  restored  five-bedroom 
house,  with  an  attached  holiday 
cottage,  bam,  garage  and  walled 
garden,  in  a  village  in  the  northeasr 
of  the  Dordogne  was  (to  foe  books 
of  foe  French  Property  Shop  a  year 
ago  at  Frl  million,  then  costing 
£133. OCX).  Now  it  is  priced  at 
FH50.000,  about  £81,000. 

In  the  south  of  France,  British 
purchasers  priced  out  of  Provence 
are  moving  westwards  to  Languc- 
doc  Roussillon  in  search  of  better 
value.  The  area  around  Pfcrpignan 
is  foe  poor  man's  riviera.  with  a 
Mediterranean  coastline  and  a 
rash  of  new  resorts  aimed  at  low- 
budget  Fhench  tourists.  However, 
its  rugged  hinterland  is  scattered 
with  pretty  hilltop  villages  and 
some  lovely  old  houses  for  less  than 
£50,000. 

The  weather  is  hot  and  dry  in 
summer  and  property  prices  are 
much  cheaper  than  on  foe  Cote 
d’Azur.  A  habitable  two-bedroom 
cottage  in  hilltop  village,  near 
Prades,  a  45-minute  drive  from  the 
sea,  costs  about  £35.000.  A  four- 
bedroom  stone-built  farmhouse  in 
good  condition,  with  fine  views  and 
a  swimming  pool,  will  fetch  about 
£120,000. 

There  is  growing  interest  too  in 
the  Aode  Valley,  the  southernmost 
part  of  Languedoc,  inland  from 
Narbonne.  with  its  famous  vine¬ 
yards,  feudal  castles  and  fortified 
cities.  Rustic  properties  are  now  in 
short  supply,  but  you  might  find  an 


old  stone  house  from  £50.000.  But 
avoid  homes  without  water  and 
electricity;  installation  of  essential 
services  can  cost  a  fortune  here. 

Nigel  Paige  of  Authentic  France 
reports  a  brisk  trade  in  village 
houses  further  east  in  the  Herault. 
around  Fezenas.  a  30-minute  drive 
from  the  sea.  Clustered  around  a 
square,  a  church  and  a  boules 
pitch,  houses  cost  about  £25.000  for 
anything  that  is  habitable:  They 
usually  lack  any  type  of  garden,  bui 
often  have  beautiful  views  from 
upper  terraces.  A  six-bedroom  mar- 
son  viticulteur  (winegrower's 
house)  can  be  bought  for  £50.000  to 
£100.000. 

Many  Britons  are  looking  to 
settle  permanently  in  France,  often 
with  a  view  to  retirement,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  southwest,  where  foe 
houses  are  bigger,  the  weather  is 
warmer  and  property  more  reason¬ 
ably  priced. 

According  to  Sarah  Francis 
of  French  property  spe¬ 
cialist  Sifex,  leisure  is  an 
increasingly  important 
factor  for  many  British  buyers. 
Well-located  properties  in  areas 
such  as  the  Gers,  the  Lot  the  Lot  et 
Garonne,  the  Aveyron  and  the 
Tam.  within  a  two-hour  drive  of  the 
Atlantic  coast  and  winter  skiing  in 
the  Pyrenees,  are  sought  after  and 
harder  to  find,  she  says. 

South  of  the  Dordogne,  the  Lot  is 
hotter  and  drier,  with  a  more  arid 
landscape  and  a  number  of  modest 
rural  dwellings  priced  from 
£50,000.  An  old  village  house  for 
modernisation  in  one  of  foe  medi¬ 


eval  hilltop  villages  would  cost 
from  £50,000:  foe  restored  version 
from  ES0.000. 

A  huge  white-stone  farmhouse 
for  conversion,  with  enough  land  to 
graze  a  few  horses,  can  be  found  for 
£70.000  near  Cahors,  an  area 
famous  for  its  full-bodied  red 
wines.  Converted  and  modernised, 
these  fetch  from  £130.000  with  a 
swimming  pool. 

Prices  slip  further  east  in  foe  Lot 
et  Garonne,  where  a  restored  five- 
bedroom  house  in  a  village  near 
Montaigu  de  Quercy  is  on  offer  at 
£57.000  through  foe  French  Proper¬ 
ty  Shop. 

South  of  the  Lot,  the  sunflower- 
filled  dipanemeni  of  foe  Tain, 
between  the  Massif  Central  and  the 
Pyrenees,  is  off  the  tourist  track  and 
prices  are  low.  S rone-built  cottages. 


GOING  FRENCH 


■  British-based  solicitors  who 
specialise  in  French 
conveyancing:  Anthony  Wilkin  of 
Tarings  &  Long.  Baih  (01225 
448494);  Stephen  Smith  or 
Prettys.  Ipswich  (01473  Z3Z12I); 
Sally  Osborne  of  RusseD-Cooke. 
Potter  and  Chapman.  London 
(0181-7899111). 

■  Agents  Authentic  France; 
0125S  8Z1372:  North  and  West 
France  Properties,  0171-386  9826; 
Knight  Frank.  0171-629  8171; 
French  Property  Shop.  01892 
853449;  Sifex  0171-384 1200: 

L  Abritanique.  Hesdin,  00  33  321 
815  979:  Proprietes  Roussillon, 
0121-459  9058- 


farm  buildings  and  village  houses 
around  Gaillac  or  Albi.  about  a  45- 
minute  drive  from  Toulouse,  can  be 
found  for  a  fraction  of  the  price  of 
those  in  Provence. 

The  stock  of  rural  dwellings  has 
diminished  as  more  buyers  move  to 
the  Tarn  in  search  of  better  value, 
but  you  can  still  pick  up  a  small 
village  house  from  E30.000.  For 
£50,000  you  can  buy  a  habitable 
three-bedroom  cottage  with  a 
garden.  A  restored  country  house, 
with  up  to  five  bedrooms  and  land 
around,  costs  about  £150,000. 

The  Aveyron  is  a  sparsely  popu¬ 
lated  mountainous  deportement  on 
the  edge  of  the  southwest,  about  a 
two-hour  drive  from  Toulouse  air¬ 
port  or  ten  hours  from  Calais. 
Situated  between  the  Lot  and  foe 
Tam.  it  is  green  and  fertile,  criss¬ 
crossed  by  rivers  and  full  of  lakes. 
It  has  an  historic  capital  in  Rodez, 
andent  walled  towns  and  villages, 
dramatic  gorges  and  the  limestone 
caves  where  Roquefort  cheese  is 
ripened. 

Despite  its  many  attractions,  the 
Aveyron  tends  to  be  ignored  by 
British  property  buyers  and  prices 
are  low.  There  is  a  good  range  of 
property  from  stone  cottages  and 
farmbuildings  to  large  country 
houses  with  outbuildings  and  size¬ 
able  acreages. 

You  can  buy  a  large  stone 
farmhouse  with  a  rambling  old 
bam  and  a  well,  bur  without  mains 
water  or  electricity,  from  £25.000. 
Restored  with  convened  outbuild¬ 
ings  and  a  swimming  pod.  foe 
same  property  might  fetch  £80,000. 
A  renovated  two  or  three-bedroom 


village  house,  with  a  garden,  costs 
about  E40.000. 

Further  west,  the  Gers.  dose  to 
the  foothills  of  the  Pyreneees  and 
famous  for  its  ibis  gras  and  fiery 
Armagnac  brandy,  continues  to 
attract  British  buyers  in  search  of 
large  Gascon-style  country  houses, 
stone-built  with  wooden  shutters, 
in  good  condition  for  under 
£120.000. 

Now  there  is  renewed 
interest  in  foe  Pas  de 
Calais,  particularly  the 
area  south  of  Boulogne, 
which  has  a  rolling  green  land¬ 
scape  scattered  with  picturesque 
river  valleys  and  some  delightful 
wooded  areas. 

You  could  find  a  number  of 
pretty  villages  and  some  interesting 
old  towns,  induding  Hesdin, 
Samer  and  foe  walled  dty  of 
Montreuil-sur-Mer.  with  its  cob¬ 
bled  streets  and  medieval  ram¬ 
parts.  This  was  the  boom  area  of 
the  late  1980s;  conveniently  placed 
for  a  quick  hop  to  France,  foe  area 
seemed  ideal  for  a  weekend  retreat 
and  many  British  buyers  paid  over- 
tij e-odds  for  tumbledown  proper¬ 
ties  which  cost  too  much  to  restore. 
Property  prices,  which  slumped 
following  the  recession  in  the  UK. 
have  bear  slow  to  recover. 

Maggie  Kelly  of  the  English- 
owned  estate  agency  L’Abritan- 
ique,  based  in  Hesdin.  reports 
increased  interest  from  British 
buyers:  “With  return  ferry 
crossings  from  only  £17,  an  im¬ 
proved  exchange  rate  and  low 
property  prices,  the  Pas  de  Calais  is 


enjoying  a  revival.  These  days, 
however,  buyers  are  reluctant  to 
take  on  ruins,  preferring  something 
ready  to  move  into,"  she  says. 

On  the  books  of  L’Abritanique, 
near  Montreuil-sur-Mer,  is  a  de¬ 
tached  19th-century  house  in  pris¬ 
tine  condition,  with  three  bed¬ 
rooms,  large  restored  bam  and  a 
garden,  a  45-minute  drive  from  foe 
Channel  Tunnel  terminus,  on  offer 
at  E70.000.  There  is  also  a  renovat¬ 
ed  two-up-two  dawn  character 
cottage  at  £30.000. 

Prices  in  the  Pays  Dauge  region 
in  classic  Normandy  countryside 
beyond  Rouen  and  south  of  Lisieux 
to  Alencon  have  fallen  25  per  cent 
since  1990,  says  Vivienne  Bridge  of 
North  and  West  France  Properties. 

A  traditional  half-timbered  farm¬ 
house  in  good  condition,  with  four 
bedrooms  and  an  acre  of  land,  will 
set  you  back  about  £110.000.  About 
£250.000  buys  a  small  chateau  with 
up  to  five  acres. 

Prices  drop  south  and  west  in  the 
Orne  region  of  lower  Normandy, 
about  a  90-minute  drive  from  the 
ferry  port  of  Caen  (Ouistreham). 
where  you  can  still  find  a  habitable 
two-bedroom  village  house  with  a 
garden  for  £25,000.  or  a  restored 
three-bedroom  farmhouse  for 
£40.000. 

Ir  is  important  to  take  indepen¬ 
dent  legal  advice  when  buying  or 
selling  property  in  France.  Any 
money  in  the  form  of  a  deposit  or 
sale  proceeds  should  be  paid  to  foe 
notaire  in  France  or,  in  the  case  of  a 
sterling  transaction,  to  an  English 
solicitor,  in  a  client  account  held  as 
stakeholder. 


Paris  by 
numbers 


When  buying  in  the  capital  make 
sure  you  choose  the  right  postcode 
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itfi  Paris  just  three 
hours  from  London 
,  .  by  Eurostar,  more 

•  British  buyers  are  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  foe  strong  pound  to 
buy  or  rent  a  pied-a-terre  in 
the  French  capital,  where  ar¬ 
chitectural  gems  can  be  found 
around  every  corner,  and  the 
Parisians  duster  together  in 
huge  apartment  blocks  of 
varying  elegance  and  dilapi¬ 
dation.  Because  foe  majority 
of  homes  in  Paris  are  privately 
rented,  investors  in  particular 
are  keen  to  seek  out  properties 
to  buy  and  subsequently  rent 

»  out. 

Although  the  property  mar- 

*  vket  in  Pans  has  beat  in  decline 

T?for  the  past  six  years,  with 

prices  having  slumped  30  per 
cent,  as  elsewhere  in  France, 

,  Leonard  WeiL  a  Parisian  buy¬ 
ing  agent  for  Hamptons  m  tire 
UK,  reports  that  foe  market  is 

.  pidringup.  .  .  „  . 

1  Naturally  the  price  of  a  Hat 
depends  on  its  location,  size 
and  condition-  Prices  are 
worked  out  according  to  the 
number  of  square  metres  and 
foe  price  per  square  metretor 
foe  area,  ranging  from  about 
Frl 5,000  (0670) 
metre  to. Fr40,0QO  (£4 ,460}  for 
a  top-notch  flat 

ttj  Annual  rental  values  for  a 

v  good  quality  flat  range  be¬ 
tween  Frl  .000  (EliQ  per 

square  metre  and  Frl^oo 
(£135)  per  square  metre.  Hence 
a  smart  two-bedroom  flat  in  a 
restored  period  building  in  foe 

centre  of  Plans  will  cost  around 

Fr&000  (£890)  a  month  for  100 
square  metres,  while  a  studio 


suitable  for  a  pied-a-terre  will 
range  from  Fr4,000  (£445)  a 
month  for  30  square  metres. 

Descriptions  of  French 
properties  specify  foe  number 
of  rooms  in  the  living  area, 
rather  than  indicating  haw 
many  bedrooms,  so  a  two- 
bedroom  apartment  with  a 
reception  room  will  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  trois  pieces .  plus 
kitchen  and  bathroom. 

Paris  is  divided  into  20 
arrondissements.  each  with 
more  of  a  distinctive  flavour 
than  a  London  postcode.  Pari¬ 
sians  tend  to  refer  to  a  flat  in 
the  6th  or  7th  (the  Left  Bank, 
near  the  Eiffel  Tower),  or  the 
8th  (the  Right  Bank  near  the 
Champs  Elysees)  with  no  oth¬ 
er  explanation  necessary. 

The  16th.  on  the  Right  Bank, 
in  the  west  of  foe  city  near  the 
Bois  de  Boulogne,  is  a  fashion¬ 
able  area,  with  its  wide  tree- 
fined  avenues  of  Wtfccentay 
belle  epoque  buildings. 

A  two-bedroom  flat  —  trots 
pieces — plus  kitchen  and  bath 
in  an  imposing  hotel 
partiatlier  (town  bouse)  in  foe 
Avenue  Fbche.  built  in  ^rand 
style,  with  high-ceibnged 
rooms  and  French  windows, 
will  cost  at  teas*  £300,000. 

Le  Bastille,  foe  up-and-cont- 
ing  11th  arrondissement  on  the 
Right  Bank,  is  the  Parisian 
equivalent  of  Islington,  where 
you  can  pick  up  an  apartment 
in  an  old  character  building 
from  £150.000  for  70  square 
metres.  Similarly,  Le  Marais, 
an  old  aristocratic  quarter  of 
foe  3rd  and  4th.  is  enjoying  a 
renaissance-  Its  renovated  !7th 


Town  bouse  near  theTrocadero.  Paris  on  sale  at  £23  million 


and  18th-century  mansions  are 
bring  converted  into  trendy 
apartments  for  artists  and 
media  folk,  who  pay  anything 
from  £180.000  for  a  mu- 
bedroom  flat. 

On  the  Left  Bank,  a  flat 
in  foe  centre  of  town, 
in  the  5th.  6fo  and  7th. 
near  Notre  Dame  and  the 
Eiffel  Tower,  is  the  most 
expensive  option,  costing  be¬ 
tween  000.000  and  £500,000 
for  two  bedrooms. 

The  cheapest  areas  of  cen¬ 
tral  Paris,  ro  the  north  and 
east,  are  traditionally  those 
with  a  large  immigrant  popu¬ 
lation.  A  small  flat  on  the  top 
floor  of  an  old  block,  without  a 
lift,  in  less  salubrious  Pigalle 
in  foe  18ih  will  cost  at  least 
£80.000  for  anything  that  is 
habitable. 

Most  Parisians  want  to  live 
at  second-floor  level  for  a 
better  view,  more  light  and 
less  noise,  ideally,  emrv  cour 


et  jardin  —  overlooking  a 
courtyard  and  a  garden.  You 
might  get  a  better  deal  on  a 
ground-floor  flat  or  at  the  top 
of  building  without  a  lift. 

As  far  as  condition  goes, 
elegant  staircases,  marble  fire¬ 
places  and  ornate  ceilings  are 
all  very  fine,  but  ballroom- 
sized  bedrooms  can  cost  a 
fortune  to  heat  and  French 
plumbing  and  wiring  can 
leave  a  lot  to  be  desired.  To 
avoid  the  massive  rush-hour 
traffic  jams,  make  sure  there  is 
a  Metro  station  nearby. 

The  leasehold  system  does 
not  exist  in  France,  where  all 
property,  induding  flats,  are 
owned  freehold.  Hat  owners 
are  jointly  responsible  for  the 
common  parts  of  the  building 
and  decisions  about  mainte¬ 
nance  and  repairs  are  taken 
collectively  by  the  residents.  If 
you  are  planning  to  buy  a  flat 
it  is  important  to  check  your 
share  of  these  maintenance 
costs  before  you  sign  foe 


compromise  du  vente  Isale 
contract). 

Paris-based  agents  Phillip 
and  Patricia  Hawkes  operate 
at  the  top  end  of  the  market  — 
properties  worth  more  than 
E3CO.000.  Leonard  Weil,  who 
operates  a  buyer's  service  for 
Hamptons  clients  spending 
more  than  E160.0CX),  will 
search  for  the  Parsian  proper¬ 
ty  of  your  dreams,  and  negoti¬ 
ate  on  your  behalf.  His  fees  are 
inducted  in  foe  asking  price. 
Buyers  pay  9  per  cent  of  foe 
purchase  price  for  notary  fees 
and  taxes. 

Houses  with  gardens  are 
rare  in  the  city  centre  and 
change  hands  for  fortunes  — 
at  least  £2  million.  Those  who 
wish  to  own  a  home  of  their 
own,  with  a  garden,  usually 
move  out  to  the  leafy  suburbs 
around  Neuilly,  Maisons  La- 
Gtte  and  Versailles,  where 
property  prices  are  more  rea¬ 
sonable.  Something  old  and 
interesting  in  such  sought- 
after  areas  will  still  be  about  15 
to  20  per  cent  less  than  central 
Paris. 

About  13  miles  south  of 
Paris,  a  17th-century  pavilion 
with  a  contemporary  outbuild¬ 
ing.  orangery  and  guardian 
lodge,  in  12  acres  of  walled 
formal  gardens,  is  on  offer  at 
£833,000.  It  comes  with  nine 
bedrooms,  five  bathrooms, 
period  panelling,  original  fire¬ 
places  and  a  wine  cellar.  A 
hypermarket  next  door  is  a 
drawback,  Ms  Hawkes  says, 
but  it  is  a  lot  of  house  for  foe 
money. 

There  are  many  small  firms 
of  estate  agents  in  Paris  but, 
because  mast  owners  who 
wish  to  sell  advertise  the 
property  themselves,  prospec¬ 
tive  buyers  should  study  the 
small  ads  in  foe  French  daily 
newspaper  Figaro  and  spe¬ 
cialist  magazines,  such  as 
Particulars. 


C.T. 

•  Hamptons.  0171*24 8822; 
Phillip  and  Patricia  Hawkes 
CO 33 142681  III; Leonard  Weil 
00  $3 140  SSI  135. 


Renovation  the  French  way 


RENOVATING  a  house  is  a  gruelling 
business,  but  renovating  a  bouse  in  a 
foreign  language  is  even  harder.  It  is  one 
thing  to  realise  that  the  builders  have  put  the 
lavatory  where  foe  washing  machine  is 
supposed  to  be,  but  quite  another  to  explain 
the  problem  in  a  language  that  you  stopped 
learning  when  you  were  15. 

A  few  years  ago,  we  fell  in  love  with  a 
three-bedroom  wreck  in  Burgundy.  It  had 
not  been  lived  in  for  a  few  years,  and  it 
needed  a  complete  renovation.  Undeterred, 
we  bought  it  within  a  week.  What  followed 
was  not  so  much  a  catalogue  of  disasters, 
but  a  series  of  mishaps  that  will  be  of  great 
benefit  to  those  treading  foe  same  path. 

Our  first  mistake  was  to  employ  an 
English  plumber,  whose  wife  had  intro¬ 
duced  us  to  foe  house.  I  first  visited  foe 
house  a  year  after  we  had  bought  it,  and  1 
was  presented  with  water  gushing  from  pipe 
joints,  a  gaping  hole  where  a  sink  had  been 
casually  ripped  out,  and  foe  bathrooms  were 
more  basic  than  those  used  by  a  desert  tribe. 
The  plumber  had  returned  to  Britain,  so 
there  was  little  we  could  da  The  electrics 
which  were  installed  by  a  friend  of  the 
plumber,  felt  —  almost  literally  —  ropey. 

With  a  van  load  of  furniture  arriving  in 
three  weeks.  we  turned  to  the  locals.  They 
were  extremely  helpful  The  previous  owner 
gave  us  a  pamphlet  that  fisted  all  the  local 
tradesmen.  After  seeking  various  quotes,  we 
employed  the  local  builders  (Enterprise 
Generate  de  B&timent)  who  called  on 
specialists  needed  to  plaster,  tile,  shine  up. 
rewire  and  replumb. 

The  co-operation  between  the  tradesmen 
was  unlike  anything  I  had  witnessed  in 
Britain.  At  the  beginning,  they  all  met  in  the 


house  for  a  "council  of  war",  which  1  would 
thoroughly  recommend.  We  discussed  each 
room  in  great  detail  and,  after  plans  had 
been  finalised,  the  work  went  smoothly. 

The  problem  was  language.  Before  every 
meeting,  I  would  rehearse.  Conversation 
classes  are  one  thing,  but  the  French  words 
for  “reinforced  steel  joists”  and  "thrump 
spoke"  are  not  normally  bandied.  The 
catalogues  issued  by  two  large  French  Dry 
chains  —  Obi  arid  Castorama  —  were 
invaluable.  These,  with  a  lexicon  of  building 
terms  found  in  the  Continental  Bookshop  in 
London,  got  me  through. 

Although  foe  work  has  not  yet  been 
finished,  we  can  now  enjoy  our  house.  The 
work  carried  out  has  been  excellent  and  the 
prices  fair.  Most  British  have  the  suspicion 
that  French  builders  are  even  more  on  the 
make  titan  their  equivalents  back  home,  but 
this  was  not  the  case  for  us. 

TO  THOSE  intending  to  undertake  a 
similar  renovation.  1  would  also  recom¬ 
mend  opening  a  bank  account  as  soon  as 
possible.  French  tradesmen  do  not  wish  to 
be  paid  in  traveller's  cheques  or  a  fist  full  of 
£50  notes.  A  French  bank  account  is  also 
useful  for  establishing  direct  debits  lies 
prilevernents  automatique s)  to  pay  the  bills 
of  foe  utility  companies. 

Incidentally,  paying  for  electricity  is 
different  in  France.  There,  you  nominate  the 
number  of  kilowatts  you  wish  to  use  [puis¬ 
sance  mise  d  vofre  disposition)  and  you  are 
levied  on  that  amount.  There  are  also  special 
tariffs,  which  are  useful  for  those  who  only 
use  the  house  in  summer. 

Kerryn  Brooker 


Checklist  of  useful  builder’s  vocabulary 


ENGUSH 

estimate 
wiring  system 
central  heating 
(electrical)  socket 
water  supply 

plumbing 

drainage 

septic  tank 


FRENCH 

ledevis 
r&ectriat& 
le  chaujfage  central 
la  prise 

['alimentation  en 
eau 

la  plomberie 
Evacuation  des 
eaux  us£es 
la  fosse  septique 


ENGUSH 

mains  sewerage 
attic  conversion 

carpenter 
builder's  merchant 

partition  wail 
builder 

roof  check  and 
repairs 


FRENCH 

le  tout-a-Egout 
1'amenagement  du 
grenier 
le  menuisier 
le  marchand  de 
maieriaux 
la  cloison 
le  ma$on 
I'entretien  et  les 
reparations  du  tail 
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The  colonial-style  front  of  Whitton  Place,  complete  with  flagpole  and  Union  Jack,  plus  a  four-car  garage 

In  the  hall  of 
the  gizmo  king 


Cranky  but 


comfortable  or 


terrifyingly  tacky? 


The  answer  is  in  the 


eye  of  the  buyer 


Driving  to  Whitton  Place 
on  a  blusterous  night, 
as  Ow]  in  Winnie  The 
Pooh  might  have  said, 
the  air  rich  and  moist  with  a 
Brighton  sea  fret  that  had  some¬ 
how  managed  to  sneak  over  the 
border  into  Hove.  I  couldn't  make 
up  my  mind  whether  the  house  was 
weird  or  wonderful. 

1  had  studied  the  estate  agent's 
brochure  and  done  my  homework. 
I  knew  they  wanted  El  million  to 
£1.5  million  for  what,  to  my  mind  at 
any  rate,  looked  like  a  jumped-up 
house  in  the  suburbs,  albeit  with 
koi  carp  and  cupolas.  Even  so.  I 
was  pretty  certain  of  the  tack  I  was 
going  to  take:  the  tacky  tack.  And 
my  first  glimpse  of  the  place  didn’t 
do  anything  to  change  my  mind. 
With  its  flagpole.  Union  Jack 
snapping  like  washing  on  a  dothes 
line,  Corinthian  columns  and  topi¬ 
ary  like  a  standard  poodle’s  bottom 
flanking  the  front  door,  the  house 
looked  like  somebody's  idea  of  a 
bizarre  joke  (what  do  you  get  when 
you  cross  the  White  House  with  a 
Barratt  Home?). 

Crunching  up  the  gravel.  I  had 
the  feeling  1  was  being  watched.  At 
first  1  suspected  it  was  King 
Trident,  whose  lifesize  '  sculpture 
dangled  from  the  front  wall  flanked 


The  50ft  pool  has  its  own  bar  and  changing  room  with  sauna.  The 
drawing  room,  right  has  casements  opening  on  to  the  koi  pool 


by  two  giant  dams  holding  hardy 
annuals.  Then  1  realised  it  was  the 
security  cameras,  zooming  in  on 
my  every  move,  which  were  mak¬ 
ing  my  neck  hairs  stand  on  end. 

Derek  Edmonds,  the  retired 
owner  in  his  late  forties,  is  known 
in  the  area  for  having  been  a 
jeweller  and  pawnbroker  in  Brigh¬ 
ton.  He  showed  me  around  the 
house  which  has  been  his  home  for 
nearly  18  years  and  seemed  almost 
as  keenly  aware  of  the  strange 
character  of  the  place. 

Standing  in  the  middle  of  his 
smoked  salmon-pink  master  bath¬ 
room.  he  demonstrated  how.  at  the 
push  of  a  button,  a  jet  of  water 
shoots  out  of  the  bottom  of  the 
chandelier  on  to  whoever  happens 
to  be  lolling  in  the  enormous  round 
tub  below.  “I  was  telling  someone 
about  this  and  as  1  was  doing  so  I 


realised  it  sounded  terrible.  Terri¬ 
ble!  But  it's  not,  really." 

And.  he  is  right  Because  al¬ 
though  Whitton  Place  is  hardly  a 
shrine  to  good  taste,  it  is  indeed 
what  Mr  Edmonds  insists  it  is:  a 
house  for  living  in.  A  house  that  is 
fun.  A  house  for  those  who  crave 
creature  comforts,  and  lots  of  diem. 

There  are  gadgets  and  gizmos 
everywhere.  In  the  peach  bedroom, 
for  instance,  you  can  lie  on  die  bed 
and  use  a  sort  of  Mission  Control 
panel  to  do  everything  from  sum¬ 
mon  tea  (delivered  by  the  gentle¬ 
man's  gentleman,  George)  to  draw 
the  curtains  or  run  the  bath.  “The 
water  has  been  pre-set  to  come  out 
at  just  the  right  temperature,  the 
plug  goes  down  automatically,  and 
when  the  bath  gets  to  the  desired 
level,  the  water  turns  itself  off." 
When  the  water  does  come  out  it 


-v*  ••  '.-.ar::*  :  ^-.  *5 


spews  from  the  beaks  of  swan-head 
taps.  Does  he  ever,  I  wander,  forget 
which  control  button  to  push  and 
wind  up  running  the  bath  when  he 
really  means  to  open  the  safe?  Or 
summon  George  when  he  really 
only  fancies  a  bit  of  EastEnderfl 
And  there’s  more.  Go  through  the 
enormous  en  suite  dressing  room, 
dothes  folded  immaculately  in 
stacks  which,  one  suspects,  bear  the 
loving  mark  of  George,  and  at  the 
end,  hidden  away  behind  what 
looks  like  just  another  wall,  is  a 
sauna.  "Just  a  little  one.  of  course: 
there's  a  bigger  one  downstairs." 

At  the  other  end  of  the  suite  is  the 
fitness  room.  "If  1  used  this  thing 
every  day.  I’d  lose  201b."  Mr 
Edmonds  says  of  a  white-padded 
contraption  which,  at  the  touch  of 
yet  another  button,  starts  thrashing 
about  wildly. 


Downstairs,  in  the  living  room, 
the  centre  of  the  floor  revolves. 
That  was  from  my  crazy  younger 
days."  Mr  Edmonds  admits.  "We 
had  a  round  sofa  and  you  could  sit 
on  it  and  spin:  spin  around  so  you 
could  have  a  cuddle  by  die  fire;  spin 
around  so  you  could  have  a  view  of 
the  garden;  just  spin  around  for  the 
hell  of  it  if  you  liked."  While 
spinning  you  could  gaze  up  into  die 
Carolina-blue  cupola,  with  its 
fluffly  white  clouds. 


One  of  die  peculiarities, 
structurally,  of  the 
house  is  its  three  stair¬ 
cases.  "The  previous 
owner  had  a  thing  about  Fiddler 
on  the  Roof  and  the  song  about  a 
house  with  three  stairways."  Mr 
Edmonds  says.  The  main  staircase 
is  wide,  and  sweeping  down  it  I  feel 


rather  like  a  malnourished  Mae 
West  making  an  entrance. 

The  grounds,  like  the  house,  hide 
myriad  secrets,  tasteful  and  other¬ 
wise.  There  are  little  benches,  a 
metalwork  elephant,  statues  of 
mysterious-looking  Chinese  men,  a 
hard  tennis  court  (“Don’t  forget  to 
mention  the  tennis  court"),  and  a 
cherry  tree  where,  in  summer,  at 
precisely  7pm,  a  flock  of  red  and 
green  parrots  comes  to  visit.  “Don’t 
ask  me  where  they  come  from." 

Alongside  the  house  is  an  enor¬ 
mous  koi  pool,  filled  with  carp  the 
size  of  groupers.  "We  had  a  koi  cull 
recently:  we  had  to  fish  out  about 
500  of  the  smaller  ones  and  give 
them  to  friends." 

The  fish  thrive  thanks  to  filtra¬ 
tion  and  pumping  system  hidden 
under  a  “rockery”  “Oh.  it’s  not 
real.  Irx  like  Disneyland,  really." 


Selling  up:  Derek  Edmonds 


HOUSE  OF  THE  WEEK 


Whitton  Place,  Tongdean  Road,  Hova, 
East  Sussex.  •  Price:  EM  million  to  £1.5 
million  •  Shopping:  Cullens,  foe 
snackaholics.  is  just  two  minutes  away. 
Downtown  Brighton  with  its  chic  Lanes 
and  the  ward  and  wonderful  North  Latne 
area,  is  a  further  five-minute  drive. 

•  Schools:  Roedean  and  Lancing 
College  are  within  easy  reach  •Travel: 
Preston  Park  railway  station  (trains  to 
Victoria  or  London  Bridge)  Is  a  ten-minute 
walk;  Galwick  airport  a  3Ckninuta  drive. 

•  Entertainment  Racing  at  Brighton. 
Plumpton  or  Glorious  Goodwood.  The 
Theatre  Royal  In  Brighton  County  cricket 
at  Hove.  Football  at  Brighton  and  Hove 
Albion's  Goldstone  Ground,  but  not  for 
long.  SaSng  from  Brighton  Marina 


Water  spews  forth  from  swan- 
head  taps  in  the  bathroom 

Mr  Edmonds  says,  gesturing  to  the 
rocks.  There  are  mare  surprises:  a 
50ft  heated  swimming  pool  shaped 
rather  like  a  kidney  bean;  a  pair  of 
palms,  even  better  than  the  ones  at 
his  house  in  Spain:  a  conservatory 
where,  on  reckless  summer  eve¬ 
nings.  one  can  summon  the  bar¬ 
tender  to  dish  up  the  Martinis 
while  above,  in  the  gallery,  the 
gentlemen  play  cards. 

All  of  this  five  minutes  from  the 
centre  of  Brighton.  20  minutes  from 
Gatwiclc,  an  hour  from  London.  So 
why  is  he  leaving  this  utopia  with 
topiary?  “It's  just  too  big.  I  sudden¬ 
ly  felt  it  was  obscene  really,  two 
people  living  in  such  an  enormous 
house.  But  1  shall  miss  it." 

Winifred  Hughes 

•Agent: Hamptons,  Horsham .  IVesr 
Sussex  (01403 3U76N. 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL: 
0171481 1986  (TRADE) 


PROPERTY 


071 481  4000  (PRIVATE) 
FAX:  0171 782  7828  0171 782  7799 


NORTH  OF  THE 
THAMES 


NORTH  OF  THE 
THAMES 


SOUTH  OF  THE 
THAMES 


BRISTOL 


CUMBRIA 


PORTUGAL 


LUXURY  PENTHOUSE 
OiofookiiigHyriehrit 

Top  2  flow*  law  5  i  W 
roof  retraces.  I  hedv.  2  barb  1 1 
e/iL  kitchen,  (faring  room, 
drawing  room.  Porter,  teenre 
garage  spree.  Tube  A  Oxford 
Si  5  mria.  Lease  6lyra 
renewable.  Offers  aver 
£500.000.  0181  9531307. 


goldsmith 

ESTATE  W3. 

Hare  3  bedroom. :  txatamm  flat 
18x17  reception.  taKtieaftfiner. 
Lovell  y  original  futures 

idrirbribed  ro  S  *«y  Ugh 

standard  Over  3  flan  with 
prime  entrance,  crin  1W2-  W 
year  lease.  Acres*  ro  dal  root. 
nSM50m>  offers. 

TEL:  0973  648864 


rxrnt- 


FULHAM 


NEW  KINGS  ROAD 

A  ipyknil  4 

Moray  aeoace  boose.  6  doebie 
bufrooms.  irapfron.  IriUrcti. 
bahroora.pMnprten.Qora  to 
jnikthia  off  Brr  road.  often 

ioc»ct»of£»S*ML 


The  finest  hon<c 
for  i /our  retirement 
in  the  \orth-\\'e*l 


,  Manchester  and  Liverpool, 
yet  with  ail  the  benefits  ot  a 
tranquil  English  village  is 

Ven’  spacious  houses  and 
flats  set  around  beautiful 
landscaped  gardens,  from 
English  Courtyard,  the 
finest  houses  for  your  retire¬ 
ment  an?  now*  available  tor 
viewing.  Prices  from 
£159.1)00. 


a  (xuuouuudi  (aouicc. 

O.LR.O.  £210,000. 

TJ.  A1C1  Mrioasi 


PRIVATE  ADVERTISERS 
SELLING  YOUR  PROPERTY? 

Save  over  £217!R 
Bj  adtcnulflf  jour  bone  in  The  Thae* 

Propem  Smmicmoa  un  WfJmwUy  April  Hi 
Yoor  advertisement  will  appear  as  a  display  box  giving  ym» 
ihe  upponumlv  »  describe  your  borne  fully. 

FOR  ONLY  £140  toctafing  VAT 
To  take  advantage  of  this  special  offer, 
call  before  I0-30am  on  Monday  7th  ApriL 

0171 481 4000 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL- 
0171  481 1986  (TRADE) 

0171 481 4000  (PRIVATE) 

0171 782  7828/0171 7827799 


WEEKEND  SATURDAY  APRIL  5  1997 


PROPERTY 


ELITE  PROPERTIES 

THE  GLASS  HOUSE  I  i  HERTS 


HERTS 

HATFIELD  BKOADOAK 
NR  BISHOPS  ST0RTF0RD 

nv  Greta  ■  itatad  CMto  ton.  S  tedmoot,  4 

lA  tewa  tafrinh.  5  mAranm.  00  ywiH  rt 

i  Qakaata  m.  Mm 


Ad  unusual  and  much  acclaimed  coo  temporary 
residence  set  on  the  new  river  in  Canonbmy  Islington. 
Designed  and  built  in  1993  by  the  architects,  Future 
Systems,  the  Class  House  is  described  as  one  of  the  most 
important  new  bouses  in  London.  Features  include  2/3 
bedrooms,  3  bathrooms,  integrated  entertainment 
system,  electrically  operated  windows,  advanced 
security  system  and  modular  kitchen.  Tire  Freehold  is 
available  through  the  Islington  &  City  office,  price 
on  application. 

Winkworth 

Td:(44)  171-354  2480 
Fa*:f44)  171-354  8370 


tone  VUm  «  % l  Qnrtraota  wm  BMI  M 
BmtuL  liny  flae  fern.  Paddock  h  *  a^nx  « ten. 

PRICE  GUIDE  £600,000. 
for  colour  noemms  apply 
JOINT  SELLING  XfeENTS* 
WRIGHT  S  CO  OF  SAWBRID&EWORIH: 
01279  600400  (10-IP*  SUH) 
SAVH1S  OF  CHaMSFORD: 

01245  269311 


C  R  E  E  kM 


NARROW  •  STREET 
LIMEHOUSE  •  E  1  4 
BETWEEN  THE  CITY  &  CANARY  WHARF 


-t%: , :  «*-•._  .~/v  ..  i 
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ABINGBt  ROAD  CHtiWICK  W4 

A  tour  bedroom  wfnrMaOad  (miy  home  n  the  nvnemcjgr  popubr 

3edford  Pwt  ire*  of  OtuvnOt  rearing  may  erigm  futures  and  ifdncd 

»  provide  frneUu 
ueornmadaUon  with  if* 
degree  .wd  oyle  <rf  the 
Edwitinn 
LA  59,995  FREfHOlD 
0181  9952345. 


.  w:  f* 
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barnard 

marcus 


MANOR  MOUNT,  SE23 


■«’'L  * 


ic^L; 


,vitac&  ■  'nr;  s 


PTTW 


Eight  new  luxury  waterside  apartments 
built  to  reflect  Narrow  Street's  heritage. 


former  vterage  attfcmmfwiiuuii  by  FJ  ffarnfman,  thfe  tea 
ante*,  baodaome.  detached  borne  that  offer.  oedkw  bnO; 
■MimimudMkm.  The  home  bm  many  taUercsUag  taenia  vklti 
dw—  ombtrarc  rarely  fnand  today. 

M*y.  rermonv.  baU.  Roil*,  domaain  doekroom.  drawiog  room, 
dating  roan,  beektaa  room,  kitchen,  mliiy  room..' rtlmp-.  bkoip  Mmom 
wtlh  matt  buhroom.  dreumg  nxae.  *  further  bedrooms,  family  bshoom 
wpan*  WC  4?  Front  ganlen  » A  oB  aicn  pating.  prafe.  fib'iW  Sooth 
Wes  lades  re*  garden.  nugiuficcal  period  Iront. 

Puce  JEUSJXM  frohokL 

Dulwich  Office:  0171  7387622 


STRUTT  Er.lU 
PARKER^r 


NORFOLK 

BETWEEN  SWAFFHAM  AND  FAfCENHAM 

A  listed  Manes  House  in  a  magnificent  setting  with  2  cottages, 
range  of  buildings,  like  &  paddocks  About  20  acres. 

Excess  £550.000 

NORWICH  OFFICE 
TEL:  01603  617431  Fax:  01603  619945 


RADLETT,  Herts  £625,000 

A  choice  of  two  new  home*  both  by  P.C.  Healey  Ltd.  Both  houeo 
bate  been  both  to  (he  hifhr-..  standard  with  cpvnau  family 
arromodniioo  both  benefining  tarn  a  100'  garden.  The  house*  bit 
located  within  walking  of  Radku's  enure.  Aocoau  S 

beds,  4  tecs.  3  bath*  l'  candle).  luuiiy  kilcben/BR.  utility  loom, 
elaikiuom.  double  ympe.  gontea.  geM„  10  year  NHBC. 

Tel:  village  Estates  01923  852434/0831  477654 


COUNTRY  HOUSE  £1-2M  TO  SPEND? 

You  can't  find  a  bouse! 
btf~-  4-  ^  Have  ywr  got  ibe  land 

10  build  on?  A  unique 
liwfc ;  ■=:  £3>ponnaiiy  exist*. 

‘  sut^ect  to  pUimmg.  to 

|._  purchase  and  re -create 

*°  °ne*  a*1B  °UC1 
fcri^*  -  fail  »T  *p-  requimnents  a  mumiog 

iP  :llW  •“  Am.  Geurgua  on  sinne 
bouse  of  6-10£100sq  (l 

0171  589  6677 


Built  as  part  of  the  Narrow  Street 
conservation  area.  Creek  House  is  an 
individually  designed  building  located 
on  one  of  Limehouse's  most 
desirable  riverside  streets.  Convenient 
for  both  The  City  and  a))  the  amenities 
of  Docklands,  every  apartment  has 
been  designed  and  finished  to  the 
highest  standards  throughout  and  is 
available  for  immediate  occupation. 


Each  apartment  ertjoys:- 

■  Views  over  Limekiln  Dock  and  the 
River  Thames  beyond. _ _ 

•  Two  double  bedrooms  and  spacious 
living  area. 

•  Secure  underground  parking  with 

CCTV  monitoring, _ 

•  Westferry  DLR  station  is  a  short  walk 

away  - 10  mins  Journey  to  Bank. _ 

•  Superior  fully  fitted  kitchens/breakfast 
room  with  range  of  German  appliances. 


ONSLOW  COURT 
SWIO 

A  bcJJ  pnxiucd  ibtc 
Mub  apaUM  with 

Korpiaa  menu  oo  Ox 
thud  floor  at  Uu 
period  aw  block. 
2QtadAtaA.Znaph 
bed  3/nmdj.  cflev  Uc  aUBty. 
14yn«ppna  OtOfit 


CLAREVDLLE 
GROVE,  SW7 

lukriac  dedgord  to  a  vay 
|n(b  udad.  h  Ugb  sd  tmgte 
botBC  m  ■  KM£l*  Ulcr  o» 

Moor  Bed.  ob  bath.  2  beta, 
bWh.haa.nnp.4BnH, 
htt,  nmcnaury.  dk. wOty, 
H/TCantm  d*  paMop. 
taWd  B7SJHO 


589  6677 


BECIWE  ^DAVIDSON 


BEOWE  l&L  DAVIDSON 


SOUTH  AUDUEY  G1 

STREET,  WJ  Si 

AacaaUe*  beared  \ 

>pvti»i.ta»  Iko  Mji 

jprtnxxl  q  i  prjue  ccrcc  'i— t . 

psadbAtat  atdooiaij 
6r  Cnmcacir  Qupd  cjflliU 

ihc  bod*  ii  a  aqnne  hi 
STUDIO  flu  w*h  di  Ul  Z'Sbah. 

2tedk2thbdte.cta  kt*  2S 

rrtrp.  kh.  b 

45ynaffna  03^00 

0171  589  6677 


SQUARE,  W! 

\  nbal  pzsi  Coe 

»u2i«scdy 

««»  mufaftaa  S^==r- 
^np-Pid'ocod 
tiH  CjIi  X3d  j  F®kiz*  ipKx. 

n  bt&.  2  rf!  baU.  dh.  2 
kt  ♦  2  SC  Urn  -6b  MaAo  nn  • 
balk.  Paritoj  ipaa- 
3mappn  IXJSfttl 


BEVERSTON  MEWS, 
UPPER  MONTAGU  STREET,  W1 

A  choice  of  4  newly  buit  mewa  houses  wl*  garages  in  an 
exclusive  and  secure  gated  cul-de-«tc. 

TTne  bona  fufljr  Aamsbed.  Rices  £59SJ100  each. 

Oae  house  with  carpels,  curtaww  A  kit  egnipmeaL  Price  £575.000 
FREEHOLD. 

VIEWING  TODAY  1030am  a  430pm 


PGRTMAN  HERITAGE  i 

B5S555ffS 


■  w-  VF!  I  IS 


0171 581 7654  0171 493  0676 


VIEW  THIS  WEEKEND  -  UAM  TO  3PM 
10  FITZJOHNS  AVKWE,  HAMPSTEAD,  NW3 

The  restoration  and  careful  convcrsor  of  to  Victorian 
Mansion  has  resulted  in  5  spectacular  apatmtents  combining 
elegant,  wen  planned  and  superbly  fitted  accommodation  - 
within  1/2  mile  of  the  village  and  15  minutes  from  the  West 
End. 

3x3  Bed  apartments  with  2  Bathrooms.  Fabulous  Living 
Room,  Kitchen  and  private  garden. 

2x2  Bed  Penthouse  duplexes  -  one  with  large  Terrace. 

From:  £285,686  to  £495,900.  125  year  lease. 

Greene  &  Co:  0171  483  2551  or 
Goldschmidt  &  Howland:  0171 435  4404 


.VR  SLOAN'S  setri4R£ 

Suptrvr  Kmt*r4n*tr  “  P"*r 

6  teJrxxm m.  I  raccfdJa  nxMB.  Lam  Loan. 

Zl.'M 

HYDE  PARK  VIEWS 

3  MO  If  fl  MkuBiiriri  apt  attrLakmg  Hyde  Par\  m  p<mpM  parioi 
Ugdk  4  btjnam.  2  .format  rttrpacr i  nm.  Lam/  Loam 
£1  *M 

KXJGHTSBJVDGE 

Eurptwu/  miffw  Jtttgrml  apt  nur  HamJs.  Late  urcta  iota 
Idiot  iwi  irniBWn.  2  Wiw,  I  wiftt*  nmm 
C.1SH  BL-YERS  OXLY 
UauhM.  fWMO 


VIRGINIA.  WAXES 

WATERLOO  45  WNS 
Ckrae  Sunningdale  & 
Wentworth.  Easy  access 
Heathrow.  Former  Mffl 
House  In  25  wooded 
acres  on  River  Bourne. 
Half.  3  recaps,  Mich,  6 
beds,  3  baths,  oB  CH. 
Secondry  house  avail 

Offers  in  Excess  of 
£500,000  Invited. 
JOINT  AGENTS: 
Style*  &  Whitlock 
01865  244637- 
BodderBCo 
0193X00X1. 


AB  jgiwftuoiito  dog^gnarf  tor  maxtoum  Bght  and  apace. 


Many  apartments  have  large  tafeomes  and  river  views. 


Luxury  Marina  Properties 
For  Sale  in  Gibraltar 


2  bp  tedk  bedim.  ihj-kQ  i-^w. 

dmwAxnWiid.diniliin 

dfciroMV  po{*.  ^icSOT- 
Exwlkid  donas:  bdp  nabHe  it 
R^nlcsl 

bid  £58*  pa  wbidi  kU»  gntow 

PaDytum  bjJufaaSinl 

Tel:  01206  24I4I4 


SW6WWCBBURTPARR 

Brad  ue* 

Ife,  2  dw*** 6b*.  2  “ 

no8 + tato*T>  * 
(fsJiwasTer,  taOif&l-  4* 
■^t^tmhelOSP.N- 

£275p-. 

0171 3S8635^/W18 149737. 
Ayjiwrewforifr 


.1  i 

EAST  SUSSEX 

Imxramlett  farmhouse  in 
idyBc  rural  posidoo 
surrounded  by  woodland  & 
bkes.  Rradied  to  highest 
sandard.  capes  &  curtains. 
3  recep  b/fast  rm.  4  bed.  2 
bath.  rtOO/weeL  Mat  lec  I 
year. 

01825872265 


Front  line  sea  views  over  private  marina  to 
Spain  and  North  Africa.  One  of  the  most  lux¬ 
urious  developments  in  Mediterranean  Europe, 
having  tu>o  and  three  bedroom  apartments,  plus 
time  and  Jour  bedroom  penthouses  all  bush  to 
dv  highest  specification  in  majestic  colonial  style. 

Inspection  visits  arranged 


!  Apartments  from 
!  £160,000-  £240,000 
Penthouses  from 
!  £255,000  -  £450,000 

:  Investment  opportunities 

;  &  eouiwaaA  mag  avaSabk 


For  tun  details  &  colour 

Tsnbfi wsoonra  brochure -call now  mmwKBBBM 


TEL:  0181  477  5505  FAX:  0171  702  2377 


Sot  In  a  prime  waterfront  location,  at  the  heart  of  London's  “Second  City *  and  adjacent  to 
Canary  Wharf,  Dundee  Wharf  is  one  of  the  last  great  residential  developments  on  the  Thames. 
Finished  to  an  exceptionally  high  specification,  Dundee  Wharf  offers  a  broad  range  of 
apartment  types,  both  on  and  off  the  river,  together  with  a  small  number  of  town  houses. 


FINAL  phase  of  luxury  APARTMENTS  &  TOWN  HOUSES 


1  Bed  Apartments _ THREE  ONLY  from  £93,000 


2  Bed  Apartments  ......  EIGHT  ONLY  from  £109,995 


3/4  Bed  Town  Houses  ...  FIVE  ONLY  from  £229,995 
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SHOPAROUND 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171 680  6860 
FAX:  0171 4S\  9313 


HERALD  &  HEART  MATTERS 

STOWAWAY 

HAT-IN-A-TUBE 

From  Hnld  •  Hurt  Hatton  eomaa  m  ImrJ 
WMringSumaMrMtttotratoupM&tocmn 

Itoda  from  gtaad  "papor  panama  etmC  thfc 
toy  aoJourad  aun  hat  comaa  camplatowBli 
to  own  ahafl  M  pin  Bid  MoraB*  tuto. 

Tha  prtea  at  *m  aownny  la  Juai  QUO 

(mctotoglMCpap)- 


eila  Maid10 

.  .  .  *ewn*Ai«aa*«s> 

EvervltUng  you  need  to  totci 

tffctnerov  Saving- 


«Will 


SAVANNAH  DIRECT 


•feS n% : 


Solid  Oak  Classic  Range  “Monksbench” 

With  hinged  seat  for  storage.  Available  with  23 
or  4  panels. 

Contact  us  by  phone,  or  write  for  more  details  of 
our  collection,  which  includes;  tables,  chairs, 
dressers,  cabinets,  storage  chests  and  more. 

Our  showroom  is  open  7  days  a  week  for 
you  to  visit. 

IS,  Rising  Sun  Industrial  Estate,  Blaina, 

Gwent  NP3  3JW. 

Telephone  01495  292777. 


Duniopillo  fl 

LATEX  a/so 


THE  LADYS 
NORFOLK  HAT 

At  last!  A  beautiful  100%  cotton  cool  and 
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For  48hr  Despatch 

0171 371 8998 

Norfolk  Hats,  Unit  7. 

The  Talina  Centre,  Bagleys 
Lane,  London  SW6  2BW 
Fax  0171  371  7011  .... 

Dm  ifaib  If  yon  do  not  wiA  la  ncahw  4 auto  at 


NEW  CUSHIONS 
For  chairs,  suites, 
bench  seating  etc. 
Uncovered  or  with 
our  own  fitted  covers. 


MATTRESSES 
Made  to  measure 
any  size  and  to 
your  individual 
comfort. 


A  separate  2  in.  deep 
layer  for  instant  relief 
on  a  too  hard  bed. 


■  EVERYTHING  DELIVERED  SAFELY  TO  YOUR  DOOR.  (Fax:  0113  230  1089) 

¥T  PHONE  0113267  8281  ® 

or  past  coupon  Mon-  for  JO  page  colour  brochure,  measuring  guide  and  data  prices. 


. . . Postcode .  _  a 

£im,  FOAM  for  comfort*  DEPM2  1 

FFC  401  Qtley  Old  Rd.  Cookridge.  Leeds  LS16  7DF.| 
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Hanigaay  18ft  Cwtoy  Repast  SoMKafaogaByVIdortnRaflla 

Bresktat/Dtalag  TiWe  and  Fitted  Lag  Dining  Mia  nd  BaRon 

KapphmUts  Chairs  Back  Chain 

Over  SO  dining  cables  on  display  in  our  ihowrooott  n»dn  by  master 
craftsmen  to  ■  standard  unsurpassed  ft™  ceuiury  together  wfafa  100  styles 
of  Chain,  also  Sideboards,  Desks,  Fiting  Cabmen,  Cocktail  Cabinets,  TV 
&  Video  Cabinets,  Tether  Chans,  Chesterfields  A  Looking  Glasses. 

AQ  available  in  three  separate  ranges  ro  soil  ill  life  styles  &  income  groups. 
Specialist  Export  Packing  &  Shipping  Dept 


7IV>/  nPC  +  INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT 
£\J  /o  urr  +  FREE  UK  DELIVERY 
OFFER  EXTENDED  BUT  DEFINITELY  MUST  END  19«fa  APRIL 


Visit  our  factory  St  showrooms  to  sec  the  world’s  largest  display  of 
English  Antique  Repfica  Furniture  or  phone  Car  brochure.  _ 

Man-Sac  9am-5.30pm  ^*8^ 

BRmSH  ANTIQUE  REPLICAS  Wi 

NTT  SCHOOL  CLOSE.  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  AVE,  BURGESS  HILL.  I 

(SETWesm  gatwick  &  BWtarTos'  WEST  SUSSEX  RH15  9RX _ 

_ Tel:  01444  245577 _ 3^ 


MANShape 


THEf  1H0R  EIRE  N0BIAL  SHORIS 
These  unqsc  brieh  by  Uaehipe* 
o0h  eohn  km*  tai  appon  «Mc 
ftefstopeands&njourbwer 
aWoraen  Their  d^tayUMdi  Uric  is  ~ 
nude  at  qnodeniyion  Mapped  in  § 

axtan  for  sursisaw  consort.  Ihnabie  t 
briefs  tap  their  stupe  after  rtpmcd  I 
wtoig  and  drying. 

Made  in  to  USA.  Speedy  mid  an. 

M  (T4-3S).  Ml  084QX  L  (4244}, 

A  MMnXA  (SK2L  XXXL  (S4S9. 
ONIY  £2935  +  £235  pftp 
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SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW! 


New  ‘Super  Dryer’  gives  you  51 
feet  of  drying  space  -  INDOORS 7 


JPUm  ONLY 

mnsss 


•  Folds  Oat  for  easy  storage 
when  not  in  use 

•  SI' of  drying  space 

•  Sturdy  construction 

•  lightweight 

•  Can  stand  anywhere: 
Bedroom,  Bathroom, 
Kitchen,  Laundry  etc. 


ACORN  MEANS 

FREEDOM 


Let  Acorn  give  you  back 
the  freedom  you  once 
enjoyed.  Our  safe,  reliable 
stairlifis  can  transform 
your  life.  And  ihcy're  a 
lot  more  affordable  than 
you  might  think. 


Ftv  \  iur  far  tidcai  guide  to  tlwurJny  j  MJiriifl 
«i  m<>re  inliirmailun.  vJll  ircvlnnc 

0800  19  19  19 


G  I  V  fc  -S'  O  UR  LIFE  A  LIFT 

IRWB 


TIDY  RAIL 


fOU  don’t  have  aocess  to  an  outdoor  ckXhes  hoe  of «  a  wo  dsy, 
i  need  somewhere  indoors  to  hang  your  washing  to  dry.  The 
Man  is  diem's  never  enough  space  inside  sesuhiag  in  every 

tre  nidi  of  radiator,  every  doorknob,  rail  and  book  being  ttoped 

washing.  And  dim  die  long  clothes  Hte  trousers  and  ihns 
1  things  like  sheets  and  towels  trail  on  the  floor  qnte  often 


ORDFR  W*  f't  1ST  TODAY  OK  1  11: 

pay  0161  238  0076 

</UO TING  I>h  PI'.  -I DU  I)>l7il 


lUg  IU  LA  WtDIA^  , 

'Sana'  Dryer'  is  die  answer  to  your  problems,  giving  you 
icdvety  51  feet  of  drying  space  -  indootvl  And  becauseof  ihc 
nr  design  you  tan  change  the  anangemert  of  super  dryer  to 
ommodaic  your  difleteni  type*  of  washing  so  long  domes 
*'t  (tog  on  the  Boor.  Stand  *Snper  Dtyer'  in  W  txnvement 
ce  in  your  home:  Bedroom.  Bathroom.  Hall.  Landing. 
aervMoy. 

&.  Size;  35ms  x22'/t  ins  x  31  msbign- 
iett  22Vi  ins  x  34  ins  high- 


j"  SEND  NO  MTHVEY.  POST  COUPON  TODAY. 

I  PoatfexThidhig  tqrttoattramJD  WtomsaCa.Lad,rjnwrvrL 
j  D4X.JOW0078.PO  Box  123, 
i  saototoMCtowtotorWOiHS. 


SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW! 
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I  PLEASE  SBC  ME  THE  ITBISUSTHTGN 14  DAYS  HOC  APPROVAL. 
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TOTAL  PRICE 
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w^ITH  THE  PIONEERING  NEW  .  f  v'-' 

R'ANIMXl  <ha$er 


urunvfted  cats  and  dogs  can  prow  a  nuisance,  damaging  young 
shrubs  and  folding  lawns.  Evm  fences  offar  Ifttte  protaeflon.  Now  the 
Ulti  asm  iluAitfanaf  Chaser  offers  a  revolutfonary  near  sohdionl 
This  clever  British  invention  produces  blasts  of 
kiaudble  ultrasound  which  only  cats  and  dogs  can 
hear,  gives  a  no  -go  area  of  upto  2^00  sq.ft,  hi  a  50ft, 

90°  fan  shaped  area.  Unlike  other  uBrasonlc  repeSers, 
the  Animal  Chaser  produces  a  constantly  varying 
frequency  of  19-25  MHz.  so  pests  cannot  get  used  to 
the  blast.  Used  by  professional  horticulturists.  Animal . 

Chaser  is  guaranteed  to  protect  gardens,  aviaries,  l>me* 
and  fish  ponds  from  damage  or  fbukig  -  24  hours  per 
day!.  Animal  Chaser  is  fuBy  weather  resistant,  and 
maintenance  free,  is  easily  fitted  to  a  wet,  post  or  i 

tree,  and  comes  complete  with.12v  mains  adaptor  i  _ 

and  extension  cord.  Low  power  consumption  Qivea  round  the  dock 
protection  for  6p  per  week.  5  year  guarantee.  Only  £393SfrC2J5  p&p 

30  DAY  MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE 

24  HOUR  HOTLINE  -  01325  469181 

fjSTi  Tensor  Marketing  Ltd,  Yann  Road  Ind.  Esi,  mum 
-  J  Dariinwfnn.  Cn  flnrham  Dl1  -XX  •  — • 
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0181  688  G323 
call  FREE  0500  52C  000 


For  N  E  W  colour  brochure 
PHCWE 

(01233)  850214 


GUARAKIM) 

MITE  FREE  PDLL0WS, 
DUVETS  &  COVERS 

Allergy  Rdkf  Prtxtos  Ud. 

Mandoa  Rrad.  SoothnuptcB.  S0153BP. 
Td/Fu  81703  332919. 


The  Loden 
Collection 

Traditional  style  and 
natural  warmth 


j  FREE  B.xchu.T- 
IlHHEiDS  OF  S'LK 
C0LLECTIDH 


'■  p}-V>  resistance 
— ^>u5i  and  long 

\y  lasting  shape. 
rSmart  classic  style 
vrim  lull  badk.  two 
pockets  with  pleat  and 
adjustable  neat  back-strap. 
In  Navy,  Wine.  Black.  Beige. 
Crimson  and  Bottle  Green. 
Chest  sizes:  M  (38~4Cn 
I  L  (41-43*)  XL  (44-46"). 
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BIBLES  BIBLES 

BUes  In  the  Aiptorised  (Nng  JWne^ 
Vareton  from  E530.  TWs  to  the  Verson 
Shakespeare  read.  Also  Foreign 
Bttas.  Ptaasa  ring  DI71 234  3B4  or 
write:  tttoa  Dtoct,  Freepoat  40, 
LON  8561,  LONDON  W1E7DA. 

FREE  WITH  EACH  OROBt:  BIBLE 
WORD  LIST  AND  READING  SCH9I& 


Classic  Loden  Coals  and 
Shooting  Jackets  tram  £195.00 
Skirls  from  £69.00  to 
Hunting  Green  Loden 
Telephone  01768  8991 11 
Far  01768  899222 
or  write  far  your  free  colour  brochure 

BORN  for 
B  LODEN  m 

Bam  Tor  Laden.  Penriib  Estate. 
Penrith.  Cumbria  CAJ I  9EQ  TT 
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A  SHIRT  b 


is  individually 
made  to  measure 

EXACT  SLEEVE  LENGTH - _✓ 

CORRECT  BODY  SIZE. - ✓ 

CHOICE  OF  COLLAR  SHAPES — S 

CHOICE  OF  FRONT  STYLES - V 

CHOICE  OF  CUFF  STYLES - 

CHOICE  OF  SHOULDER  FIT. - ✓ 

CHOICE  OF  BODY  LENGTH - ✓ 

CHOICE  OF  400  FABRICS - / 

TAILS  OR  SQUARE  BOTTOMS  V 
FULL  STANDARD  or  SLIM  FITS  V 

AFTBR  SALES  SERVICE - ✓ 

IMPECCABLY  HAND  CUT  A  SEWN  _✓ 
And  of  coarse 

THE  FINEST  QUALITY - ✓ 

ALSO  MADE  TO 


FACTORY  SHOP 

SOFAS  &  SOFA  BEDS 

From  Factory  to  yon!  NO  MIDDLEMAN! 

Styled  &  made  to  yon-  tnra  requirements.  Dewier  unto-: 
lower  backs  Soft  or  Ann  cushion.  A  choice  of  hundreds 
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Free  Prostate  Advice 

To  introduce  their  new  series  of  Prostate  Books  and 
Products ,  Caraell  isoffering  FREE  -  with  no  obligation 
now  or  ever  -  valuable  prostate  advice  on  any  of  the 
following  topics  to  readers  of  this  publication: 

’□The  Warning  Symptoms  '□  Prostate  and  Cancer 
O  Bladder  Control  *Q  Prostate  and  Diet 

tH  Enlarged  Prostate/BPH/  IU  Alternative  Prostate 
Prostatitis  Treatments 

Prostate  and  Impotence  *□  Prostate  Surgery 

Please  note  that  this  offer  only  applies  to  readers  who 
respond  within  7  days  of  thus  announcement  being 
published.  To  claim  your  FREE  Prostate  Advice,  tick  the 
subjects  of  your  choice  and  return  the  whole  of  this 
announcement  together  with  your  name  and  address  to 
Camell  Ltd,  Free  Prostate  Advice  Offer.  Alresfond,  or 
Colchester.  Essex  C07  8AP. 


Poetry  Competition 

£18,000.00  prize  money  to  be  won 


The  International  Library  of  Poetry, 
an  affiliate  of  the  widely  respected  US 
National  Library  of  Poetry,  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  an  International  Open  Amateur 
Poetry  Competition.  There  will  be  a 
new  contest  each  month,  and  each 
contest  will  award  one  Grand  Prize  of 
£1,000,  plus  ten  Second  Prizes  of  £50 
each.  The  closing  date  for  entry  is 
30th  April  1997.  Another  competition 
begins  on  1st  May  1997.  The  com¬ 
petition  is  open  to  all  and  entry  is  free, 

“It's  always  exciting  to  discover 
new  talent  We  have  been  sponsoring 
competitions  in  the  United  States  for 
more  chan  ten  years  now  —  and  it's  a 
special  pleasure  to  be  running  these 
events  in  the  UK,"  stated  Howard  Ely 
of  The  International  Library  of  Poetry. 
“We’re  especially  interested  in 
receiving  poems  from  new  or 
unpublished  poets.” 

How  to  Enter 

Anyone  may  enter  the  competition 
simply  by  sending  in  one  original 
poem,  any  subject  any  style,  to: 

The  International  Library  of  Poetry 
Dept  9015 

FREEPOST  LON  2229 
SmxNGBOURNE 
Kent  ME10  3BR 

(No  damp  required; 

The  poem  should  be  no  more  than 
20  lines,  and  the  poet’s  name  and 
address  must  appear  at  the  top  of  the 
page.  The  entry  must  be  typed  or  neatly 
handwritten  and  will  not  be  returned. 
All  poets  who  enter  will  receive  a  reply, 
along  with  complete  competition  rules, 
within  nine  weeks. 


77te  Coming  of  Dawn,  featured  above, 
is  one  of  the  Library's  recent  deluxe 
hardbound  anthologies. 

Publication  Opportunity 
All  of  the  poems  entered  into  the 
competition  will  also  be  considered  for 
inclusion  in  one  of  The  International 
Library  of  Poetry’s  forthcoming 
anthologies.  Every  poem  remains  the 
exclusive  property  of  its  author. 
Anthologies  published  by  the 
organisation  have  included  A  Passage 
in  Time,  Voices  on  the  Wind,  The  Other 
Side  of  the  Minor,  Between  a  Laugh 
and  a  Tear  and  The  Coming  of  Dawn, 
among  others. 

World’s  Largest  Poetry 
Organisation 

The  International  Library  of  Poetry 
was  founded  in  1987  to  promote  tile 
work  and  achievements  of  conteni- 
porary  poets  —  and  is  now  recognised 
as  the  largest  organisation  of  its  kind  in 
the  world.  In  recent  years  it  has 
awarded  more  than  £60,000  in  prize 
money  to  more  than  5.000  poets 
worldwide.  In  the  next  twelve  months 
£  1 8,000  in  prize  money  will  be 


nmcweeKS-  awarded  in  the  UK  alone. 

Ro^,  Doi[&o  PiA,  San^xiure,  Kat  ME103KB 
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A  taste 
of  Devon 
Hams 

The  downshifters  have  set  their 
sights  on  a  comer  of  the  South  West. 
Christine  Webb  finds  out  why 

After  the  Easter  holi-  three-bedroom  house  with  es- 
day.  when  the  golden  tuary  views  at  E225.000. 
promise  of  summer  “There  was  a  sea  change  in 
beckons,  a  city  dwell-  marker  mnHmnn,  ioo*  - 
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After  the  Easier  holi¬ 
day,  when  the  golden 
promise  of  summer 
beckons,  a  city  dwell¬ 
er's  fancy  can  turn  to  an  idyllic 
retreat.  Now  one  area  of 
Devon  is  proving  to  be  a 
magnet  for  downshifters, 
those  wanting  to  escape  to  a 
simpler,  healthier  life. 

According  to  the  Economic 
and  Social  Research  Council, 
90,000  town  dwellers  a  year 
are  heading  for  the  country, 
which  suggests  that  these 
dreams  may  be  becoming 
reality.  In  the  South  Hams 
area  of  Devon  the  trend  is  so 
marked  that  agents  say  prop¬ 
erty  prices  are  returning  to  the 
heady  heights  of  the  late  1980s. 

In  Salcombe,  for  example,  a 
terraced  cottage  on  Custom 
House  Quay,  with  one  recep¬ 
tion  room,  two  bedrooms,  a 
third  in  the  loft  space,  and  a 
running  mooring,  is  for  sale  at 
£175,00)  through  Fulfords’ 
Salcombe  office;  which  also 
offers  a  modem  detached 


three-bedroom  house  with  es¬ 
tuary  views  at  E225.000. 

"There  was  a  sea  change  in 
market  conditions  in  1996." 
says  Philip  Marchand.  of 
Marchand  Petit  of  Kings- 
bridge.  “Last  year.  64  per  cent 
of  our  sales  went  to  people 
from  outside  the  area,  mostly 
from  dries  in  the  South  East 
and  the  Midlands.  Such 
people  are  fed  up  with  crty  life 
and  the  lifestyle  here  is  more 
relaxed,  so  they  work  from 
home  or  live  in  properties  that 
have  income  potential,  such  as 
farmhouses  with  bams  con¬ 
verted  into  holiday  cottages." 

So  why  is  this  triangular 
area  south  of  the  A38,  east  of 
Plymouth  and  west  of  Torbay 
so  appealing?  For  a  start,  it  is 
at  the  limit  of  an  easy  trip  from 
London  by  train  or  car. 

The  area  is  also  exceptional¬ 
ly  beautiful,  says  Colette 
Charsley-Whire  of  Knight 
Frank’s  Exeter  office.  “It's 
rural,  but  not  too  rural.  You 
are  never  far  from  Plymouth 


Dennis  and  Jill  Norman  left  dty  life  for  tbe  good  life  of  running  holiday  flats  and  a  tearoom  at  South  Hall  sands.  Devon 


PROPERTY  NEWS 


■  IVY  HOUSE  FARM,  near  Diss.  Norfolk,  once  home  to 
Roger  Bacon,  an  ancestor  of  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  is  for  sale 
at  £240.000.  Amanda  Loose  writes.  The  original  deeds  to 
the  six-bedroom  Grade  11  listed  farmhouse,  with  parts 
dating  from  1480,  are  held  by  the  Bacon  Foundation  in 
Chicago.  Details  from  Savills.  01603  612211. 

■  MOST  AMERICANS  in  London  choose  to  rent  a 
house  in  Chelsea,  while  tenants  in  Wapping  and  (he  Isle 
of  Dogs  remain  resolutely  British,  according  to  a  survey 
from  Knight  Frank.  More  than  40  percent  of  tenants  in 
Chelsea  are  Americans:  the  Brits  IS  percent 

■  A  GRADE  11*  listed  converted  Norman  church  at 
Little  Oakley,  near  Harwich.  Essex,  the  setting  for  Arthur 
Ransome’s  Secret  Water,  the  sequel  to  Swallows  and 
Amazons,  is  for  sale  at  about  £225.000.  Dating  from  the 
12th  century,  die  church  was  converted  in  the  1980s  but 
retains  many  features,  including  its  Gothic  archways. 
Details  from  Strutt*  Parker.  01473 214841. 


or  Exeter.  Tomes  is  a  lovely 
Elizabethan  market  town  full 
of  artists,  potters  and  weavers, 
and  Dartmouth  has  some 
artists  and  writers. 

“When  someone  dreams  of 
living  in  Devon,  you  can  bet 
that’s  the  area  they  picture. 
Some  people  commute  weekly 
to  Bristol.  Birmingham  or 
London,  reluming  at  week¬ 
ends.  while  their  children 
grow  up  by  the  sea." 

The  investment  market  is 
strong,  too.  with  holiday  lets 
giving  a  good  return. 

Mrs  Charsley- White  deals 
with  cottage  complexes,  and 
says:  "About  75  per  rent  of  our 
inquiries  are  from  outside  the 
area.  60  per  cent  from  the 
Home  Counties.” 

On  her  books  is  a  complex  of 
seven  holiday  cottages  con¬ 
verted  from  a  group  of  listed 
bams  at  Waddeion  Home 
Farm,  six  miles  from  Tomes, 
with  a  thatched  cottage  nearby 
to  provide  the  owners’  ideal 
accommodation.  The  price  of 
the  package  is  £550.000. 

Knight  ~  Frank  and  Mar¬ 
chand  Petit  are  marketing 
Maeloombe  House  at  East 
Prawle.  which  has  magnifi¬ 
cent  sea  views  and,  with  its  ten 
bedrooms  and  25  acres,  the 
potential  for  use  as  a  guest 
house.  It  for  sale  at  E6S0.000. 

Dennis  Norman,  aged  45. 
and  his  wife.  Jill.  44,  took  the 
plunge  last  October,  paying 
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Salcombe  ‘  East  Prawle 


£430.000  for  a  large  house. 
Trouts,  in  a  spectacular  pos¬ 
ition  at  South  Hallsands,  near 
Start  FbinL  The  house  is 
converted  into  eight  holiday 
fiats,  with  recreational  facili¬ 
ties.  a  tearoom  and  gardens. 

Mr  Norman,  who  formerly 
lived  in  Woking,  Surrey,  and 
worked  in  the  City,  thinks  the 
house  was  a  bargain.  But  he 
and  his  wife  have  yet  to 
discover  how  they  will  cope 
with  their  first  season. 

“We  geared  up  for  Easter, 
when  we  were  frilly-booked." 
Mr  Norman  says.  “In  high 
season  our  smallest  two-bed¬ 
room  fiat  lets  For  £380  a  week, 
our  largest,  which  sleeps  eight, 
goes  for  £770.  ft  will  be  hard 
work.  But  now.  instead  of 
catching  the  S.15am  to  Water¬ 
loo,  I’m  here  with  my  tray  of 
fresh  crab  sandwiches." 

Lynn  and  Richard  Mickle- 
wright.  both  48.  hare  rerendy 
bought  Knowle  Farm,  a  17th- 
century  farmhouse  with  three 


holiday  cottages  at  Rattety, 
near  Tbtnes,  for  £550,000. 

"My  husband  worked  in  the 
City  for  30  years,  and  has 
always  said  that  was  not  the 
way  to  live,"  Mrs  Mickie- 
wright  says.  “When  Richard 
got  the  chance  to  leave  the  City 
we  decided  we’d  do  something 
different  We  see  it  as  a  change 
of  direction,  a  new  challenge. 

“It’s  a  long  way  from  the 
Home  Counties  and  it  may 
seem  like  being  on  holiday 
initially  but  we’ll  have  a  lot  to 
do.  because  we’re  booked  for 
the  whole  of  July  and  August. 
For  us  it's  in  at  the  deep  end.” 


The  marker  for  second 
homes  in  the  area  is 
rising,  too.  Martin 
Lamb,  of  Knight 
Frank,  says:  “In  1989,  second 
homes  were  the  first  thing 
people  got  rid  of.  but  now  they 
are  coming  bad:.  We've  just 
sold  a  Regency  rectory  in  three 
acres  with  water  frontage  at 
East  Portlemouth.  near  Sal¬ 
combe.  for  £950.000. 

“The  sailing  in  these  areas  is 
an  enormous  pull  and  a  view 
or  access  to  water  adds  a 
premium  of  20  to  40  per  cent 
The  most  valuable  areas  are 
Dirtishani.  Stoke  Gabriel  and 
Waddeton.  on  the  Dart,  where 
big  houses  with  water  front¬ 
age  sell  for  £2  million.  Sal¬ 
combe  comes  next" 

Micliael  Weller,  a  Salcombe 


agent  who  is  selling  a  two- 
bedroom  flat  at  £199.000,  says: 
“It’s  a  pretty  town,  a  very 
middle-class  holiday  area,  and 
popular  with  sailors.  Holiday 
lets  can't  satisfy  demand  in 
July  and  August,  when  tbe 
town's  population  swells  from 
2,000  to  about  20,000." 

Inland,  too,  business  is 
brisk.  Philip  Hughes,  of 
Hands  Hughes,  Totnes.  says 
so  much  property  has  changed 
hands  in  the  last  year  that 
there’s  now  a  dearth.  "There 
are  more  people  looking  for 
holiday  homes  here  and 
there’s  more  disposable  in¬ 
come  around,  which  we  had 
nor  seen  until  six  months  ago 
when  the  market  took  off. 
People  want  second  homes  as 
investments.  Period  character 
properties  have  got  back  to  the 
level  they  were  at  their  peak. 

“But  this  area  has  always 
been  relatively  expensive.  I've 
just  sold  a  1960s  four-bedroom 
village  house  in  one  acre  that 
needed  £30.000  spent  on  it  for 
£192500.  People  often  come 
house-hunting  and  realise 
they  can’t  afford  it.  Prices  are 
especially  rising  in  the 
£200.000  to  £400,000  range." 

•  Marchand  Peril.  Kinesbridge. 
Devon.  01548857588;  Knight 
Frank.  Exeter.  01392 423111 ; 
Fulfords.  Salcombe,  01548 843731; 
Michael  Weller.  Salcombe.  OI548 
843246:  Hands  Hughes.  Totnes. 
000386381 1. 


SHOPAROUND 


HEALTH  BRACELET 


NO  RISK  TRIAL  PERIOD 


We  are  so  convinced  of  the  therapeutic  effects  of  the  Health 
Bracelet  that  we  will  give  you  a  tuli  refund  if,  within  3  months, 
you  feel  no  significant  improvement  in  your  general  state  of 
health.  Simply  return  the  braceiet.You  have  nothing  to  lose,  so 
why  not  try  it  for  our  3  month  trial  period  at  no  risk. 


AUTHENTIC  TESTIMONIALS 


For  eight  years,  the  Health  Bracelet  has  been  sold  with  long- 
lasting  success.  Here  are  many  testimonials  (full  names  and 
addresses  are  registered  in  our  archives  as  legal  evidence) 
which  confirm  the  extraordinary  effectiveness  of  magnetother¬ 
apy.  (The  Health  Bracefet  is  effective  for  5  to  7  years) 
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surpnse,  out  pain  went  owuy.  i  no  longer  rone  me  pom  renews*  ui  sleeping 
pills  because  the  pain  has  disappeared  and  I  can  sleep  normally  ogam.  I  also 
digest  better  end  don't  have  intestinal  problems  anymore.  My  wife,  Mory,  is  no 
longer  suffering  and  is  very  happy.  We  hove  both  worn  out  bracelets  for  several 
years  and  recommend  it  to  everyone.  Mr  and  Mrs  G. 

HWhen  1  starred  weamg  the  HraWi  Bracelet,  mv  freodocteswaitcwy. 

I  ob  Mud  o  dumge  in  my  iteumolk  pan,  ora  l  am  not  os  tied  omr 
more.  My  whole  altitude  has  changed  as  o  resdL  I  tod  a  couple  of  friends 
fly  if:  (to  plain  truth  is  they  wets  completely  astonished.  I  wfere  h  the 
Hedth  Bracelet  end  I  encourage  people  to  get  one.  RJL 

Bl  admit  I  ddn't  befeeve  the  HedA  Bracelet  could  mk.  I  feh  tent 
bie  pain  in  my  back  and  legs.  1  ordered  the  Bracelet.  I'd  been  waring 
if  for  one  week  when  I  started  feefinq  the  pain  go  away.  Ate  one 
month  the  pain  was  completely  gone/ 1  recommetuied  Its  BracaeMo 
sevens  of  my  fiieiid^  they  were  ofl  pfeased  wrtfi  ils  effeds.  Whafs 
more,  you  compony  is  honest  and  very  reGuUe.  A-P- 
I  hod  consulted  four  dodoes  for  an  Erdfommation  of  the  joins;  yet 
the  pain  petisfed  to  the  point  that  1  could  no  longer  sleep.  With 
your  Heaftb  Bracelet,  I  am  in  heaven  because  I  now  sleep 
forouahout  the  attire  night.  Thanks  to  you  Hedib  Bracelet  I  am 
no  lorfger  in  pon  oral  ( cm  new  wtsk  rvomofiY-  Tfxmk  you. 

My  firfend  and  f  have  been  suffering  from  stiff  and  painful  joinls  for  a 
{dig  rime.  To  our  great  surprise,  rfter  using  the  Hedtb  Bracelet 
oiiy  two  wedks,  ihera  was  an  udtelievaDle  iQfei^Ke.  I  tniy  rec- 
ommend  this  wonderful  Hedth  Bracelet  to  everyone.  T.C 

TRY  IT  AT  NO  RISK 
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HEALTH  bracelet 

Rps  •hrrzsc.i.iic  e-'ec!s 


The  Moatth  Bracelet 
an  Btedro-magrwlic  force  to 
mur  Wood  flow  and  ads  past 
Uvety  on  aH  body  parts  local 
ed  in  its  magnetic  fiefcLTne 
therapeutic  effects  of  the 
Health  Bracelet  are  Wt  on  aB 
parts  of  toe  body  and  eqitato- 
rujmotthe  person’s  magnetic 
hefd  restored  resulting  in  a 
general  well-being.  Finally, 
magnetotherapy  s  ungues- 
lionabiy  very  effective:  it  is 
absolutely  narm/ess.snd  the 
success  rate  is  very  high. 

ONLY  £19.95 
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POWERFUL  MAGNETS 


ORDER  NOW 

CARNELILTD 

MAIN  road;  ALRESFORD,  COLCHESfER  COT  3AP| 


_ body _ to  km _ towno  i 

lHe#Bmdd£n954£3[Ptf|M££2L95 
i?ffaiiiBnufefem£D$J  Wsfc£  4Z.W 
j3Had6Bnokh(smSU0l  Mi  E  61.95 
|4ifa&Bnx4fet3ftnil5)  Wat  £79.95 


^MOW  | WSSSSii 

VSSfF&ZtK 


mm 


.  nos  FULL  RANGE  OF  FAMOUS  MAKE  GARDEN  PLAY 
I  EQUIPMENT  Write,  ’phone  or  cal] JOB  omom  SH0WS8DIM} 
■  for  FREE  BROCHURE  No  TP:  01A83  223188  (ANHDK) 
1  PETWORTH  HOUSE  LTD,  POLESDEN  LANE, 
\J11PLE£Nr  WOKINGjSURREY  GU23  GLR 


ritain 

biggest 

DISCOUNTS/ 


CORNWALL 

Canicknatf),  The  Square.  St  Marvee.  Detached  single- storey  Grade  11 
fisted  budding,  fronting  St  Mawes  harbour  and  overlooking  St 
Anthony  Head  and  Pendennis  Point.  Three  bedrooms  (all  en  suite}, 
two  reception  rooms,  two  kitchens  and  garage.  Lower  store/drying 
room/storage  for  sailing  equipment  Offers  invited 
(Mitier  &  Son,  01579  344401). 


BATH 

21  Sydney  Butkfings,  Bathwick  HiH.  Early  19th-century,  semi-detached 
house  wtth  fine  views  over  Bath  and  canaf  frontage.  Five  bedrooms, 
two  bathrooms,  dressing  room,  sitting  room,  dining  room, 
kitcherVbreakfast  room,  nail  and  cloakroom.  Cellars  and  gardens. 
About  £325.000  (Savills,  01225  444822). 

CHERYL  TAYLOR 


INCONTINENCE? 

-WE  CAN  HELP 

temmM 


BOOST  YOUR  CONnoatCEt 
l— » Qaw  MmHNcmw  HttWSr 
PRtsn.Prm^onPRSSBR 
FREEPHONE  QM04UM0. 


MALE 

IMPOTENCE 


THE  SOLUTION. 

The  solution  can  be  much  easier  than  you 
think.  Discover  why  so  many  men  have  already 
resumed  normal  loving  relationships  thanks  to 
discreet  new  treatments  that  are  simple,  safe 
and  effective.  No  longer  should  any  man  suffer 
alone  -  the  answer  to  impotence,  premature 
ejaculation  and  any  questions  you  may  have 
can  be  found  at  the  Central  Clinic,  To  obtain 
your  copy  of  our  confidential  free  booklet 
within  48  hours,  please  FREEPHONE  one  of 
our  experienced  male  advisors  on: 

0800  357581  / 

or  return  (he  FREEPOST  coupon  below.  I 


e  Central  Clinic 


M5 

CLINICS 
NATION¬ 
WIDE 


or  work.  Versatile  &  practlcar 
Good  value  varnished  BEECH 
phone  formal  I  order  catalogue 
Cu  best  ore 0181-994 6016  24hr 
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|  Postcode _ _ Tel  No - - 1 
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ecreating  the  period.  Perfectly, 


At  William  Tillman  our  craftsmen  lovingly  create 
modern  masterpieces  that  reproduce  tbe  finest 
examples  of  English  18th  and  39th  century  furniture 
to  perfection.  Call  now  and  let  us  introduce  you  to 
quality  that  cannot  be  surpassed  anywhere. 


WILLIAM  TILLMAN 


When  only  perfection  i-S  good  enough. 


30  St  James's  Street,  London  SW1A IHB. 
Telephone:  0171 839  2500  Fat  0271 930  8106 

1424  Croudi  lane,  Boraagh  Green,  KentTNla  8LT 
Tdepbme:  01732  883278  Far  01732  884439 


12  •  features 


My  priceless 
Staffordshire 


Megan  lost  a  leg 
when  she  fell,  or 
jumped,  through 
a  second-storey 
window  —  an  absurdly  irres¬ 
ponsible  way  for  a  mother  of 
lour  to  behave. 

On  Easter  Monday  after¬ 
noon  —  blissfully  unaware  of 
her  handicap  —  she  sat  de¬ 
murely  on  her  owner’s  knee  in 
the  front  row  of  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  Bull  Terriers’  Rescue 
charity  auction.  For  one  after¬ 
noon.  on  behalf  of  a  supremely 
good  cause,  she  was  mixing 
with  the  elite  of  her  breed. 

Jemima  Proper  Lady  had 
won  a  prize  at  Crufts  —  the 
exact  name  of  which  her 
young  walker  for  the  after¬ 
noon  could  not  remember. 
Domino  Flashy  Lad  (better 
known  as  Amie)  laid  claim  to 
being  the  Best  Bull  Terrier  in 
the  World.  He  had  28  chall¬ 
enge  certificates  and  once  won 
the  Best  of  Shaw  at  die 
National  Terrier  Club  Cham¬ 
pionship. 

The  auction  was  part  of  the 
Stafford  Bull  Terrier  Rescue 
annual  get-together  —  a  cele¬ 
bration  of  ownership  com¬ 
bined  with  a  much-needed 
contribution  to  the  income  of  a 
small  and  voluntarily-run 
charity.  The  dogs,  next  to  their 
owners  in  orderly  rows, 
looked  as  if  they  were  posing 
for  a  Landseer  group  portrait 
Only  once  throughout  die 
entire  afternoon  was  there  a 


Not  the  china, 
the  terrier. 
Roy  Hattersley 
joins  rescuers 
of  the  breed 

sudden  bark  and  snap  of  jaws. 
A  hundred  heads  turned  and 
said  instinctively  "sit”, 
“dawn”,  or  “stay".  The  reflex 
over,  the  auctioneer  sold  a 
huge  sack  of  proprietary  dog 
food  for  twice  its  usual  price. 

There  are  dog  refuges  all 
over  the  country.  Blue  Cross 
and  the  RSFCA  look  after 
strays  and  victims  on  a  grand 
scale.  The  “rescues”,  which 
specialise  in  specific  breeds, 
usually  board  out  their 
charges  with  volunteers  until  a 
permanent  home  can  be 
found.  The  need  for  rescues  is 
a  condemnation  of  our  society 
but  their  creation  goes  some 
way  towards  redeeming  its 
reputation. 

They  are  not  a  cheap  or  easy 
way  of  acquiring  a  dog.  For  at 
least  a  month  or  two,  dogs 
which  have  been  neglected, 
abandoned  or  abused  are  no¬ 
toriously  difficult  to  handle. 
But,  in  tiie  end,  they  settle 
down,  even  though  it  is  never 
possible  to  make  up  the 
missed  weeks  of  early  train- 


Floss:  blinded  by  accident 


ADOPT  ME 


FLOSS  is  an  18-montb-old 
black  collie-cross  spaniel 
who  was  brought  to  the 
centre  after  a  road  accident 
She  is  blind  but  does  not  let 
this  dent  her  enthusiasm 
for  life.  Contact  NCDL 
Rescue  Centre  Roden, 
Roden  Lane  Farm,  Roden. 
Telford,  Shropshire  TF6 
6BP  (01952  770225). 


ing.  The  main  weakness  with 
rescue  dog  owners  is  a  ten¬ 
dency  towards  sentimentality. 
There  are  many  worse  faults. 

I  was  not  at  Newby  Bridge 
on  Lake  Windermere  last 
Monday  simply  to  be  in  the 
company  of  admirable  people 
— understandable  though  that 
ambition  would  have  been 
after  33  years  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  have  a  rescue  dog 
myself  —  a  Stafford  Alsatian 
cross  which  was  found  wan¬ 
dering  on  Paddington  Station. 

Buster’s  behaviour  was  im¬ 
peccable,  possibly  because  he 
was  overawed  by  the  pedigree 
company  which  he  kept.  But 
then,  so  was  the  conduct  of  the 
other  dogs.  Staffordshire  Bull 
Terriers  are  notoriously  good- 
tempered. 

Some  turned  up  for  the 
morning  sponsored 
walks  with  studded 
collars  and  bucca¬ 
neer’s  bandanas  round  their 
necks.  But  they  foiled  to  live  up 
to  the  message  of  their  finely. 
Although  they  did  not  walk  at 
their  owners  heels  with  a 
discipline  of  the  guards  offi¬ 
cers’  dogs  that  I  see  in  St 
James's  Park,  they  enjoyed 
themselves  in  almost  perfect 
peace.  There  was  the  occasion¬ 
al  tug  on  the  lead  or  sniff  at  a 
tree.  But  there  was  never  a 
hint  of  trouble. 

The  uninitiated  observer  — 
looking  over  the  assembled 
dogs  and  owners  hurrying 
across  Newby  Bridge — would 
not  have  anticipated  a  quiet 
day.  The  paradigm  dog  was 
Aiistaff  Tranquila,  a  muscular 
black  and  white  bruiser  which 
his  owner  called  Naz  because 
of  his  admiration  for  Prince 
Naseera.  the  boxer  who  holds 
three  world  titles. 

But  Naz  was  notably  short 
on  the  aggressive  instinct 
which  is  essentia  (  to  success  in 
the  fight  game.  He  bait  his 
head  to  enjoy  scratching  be¬ 
hind  his  ears  and  leant  indo¬ 
lently  against  his  owner.  Naz 


Roy  Hattersley  (left,  with  Buster)  joins  the  Staffordshire  bull  terrier  walk  at  Newby  Bridge.  The  money  raised  will  help  rescue  abandoned  dogs 


—  not  a  rescue  dog,  but  there 
to  support  his  less  fortunate 
relations  —  was  “good  enough 
to  show".  But  he  is  kept  “at 
home  as  part  of  the  family’’. 

The  Stafford’s  equitable  rep¬ 
utation  is.  ironically,  one  of  the 
reasons  why  it  is  sometimes  in 
need  of  rescue.  It  is  not  a 
beautiful  dog.  Even  when  it  is 
fit  it  has  a  barrel  chest  and  a 
rear  end  broad  enough  to  be  a 
coffee  table.  Its  muzzle  is  too 
short  and  its  ears  bend  over. 
But  “staffies"  —  the  affection¬ 
ate  diminutive  illustrates  the 
point  —  do  possess  an  obvious 
anthropomorphic  artraction. 
They  appeal  to  people  who 
imagine  that  they  would  iden¬ 
tify  with  a  dog  that  tells  risque 
jokes,  rides  a  motor-cycle,  likes 
a  pint  and  can  look  after  itself 
in  a  scrap.  When  they  turn  out 


to  be  just  another  member  of  a 
medium-sired  canine  breed  — 
tirelessly  good  Tempered, 
though  shamelessly  attention- 
seeking  —  the  owner’s  disap¬ 
pointment  often  turns  to 
rejection.  That  is  where  the 
rescue  steps  in. 

Last  Monday,  some  of  the 
successes  were  on  show  — 
winning  prizes  of  their  own  as 
the  year’s  most  improved  dog 
or  as  partner  to  the  best 
juvenile  handler.  The  greatest 
achievements  were  on  display 
from  those  dogs  which  were 
there  just  to  prove  that  rescue 
(and  in  some  cases  redemp¬ 
tion)  is  possible.  A  young 
couple  were  certain  that  their 
brindle  bitch  had  recovered 
from  the  abuse  which  has  sent 
her  original  owner  to  jail  and 
the  tawny  four-year-old. 


whose  back  legs  had  both  been 
broken  in  a  car  crash,  walked 
with  barely  a  limp.  The  white 
and  tan  Stafford  that  had 
suffered  a  stroke  dragged  one 
leg  and  wore  a  boot  to  protect 
its  paw  from  grazing.  But,  said 
its  owner,  it  is  happy  again. 

You  might  argue  —  as  my 
rescue  dog-owning  mother 
certainly  would  —  that  some¬ 
times  the  best  solution  for  the 
animal  is  extinction.  The  Staf¬ 
fordshire  Bull  Terrier  Rescue 
has  decided  that  only  three 
times  since  1990.  But  it  has 
saved  a  hundred  lost,  aban¬ 
doned  and  ill-treated  dogs 
each  year.  When  you  want  a 
dog,  forget  the  pet  shop  and 
remember  the  rescue. 

•  The  Kennel  Club  has 
details  of  rescued  SBTs  in  your 
area.  (0171-493 6651  ext  212). 


A  VET  WRITES 


When  I  watched  Crufts  on  TV  I  was  shocked  to  see  so 
]  many  dogs  with  docked  tails.  I  thought  this  was  illegal  — 


or  is  the  Kennel  Club  an  exception?  The  commentators  said 
they  liked  Co  see  tails  wagging  —  when  tails  are  there  to:  wag. 
What  is  the  law  about  docking? 

Before  July  1, 1993.  anyone  could  dock  a  puppy’s  tail  before 
its  eyes  were  open.  Since  then,  docking  a  dog  at  any  age 


has  been  illegal,  except  when  done  by  a  veterinary  surgeon.  The 
Guide  to  Professional  Conduct  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary 
Surgeons  says  it  is  “strongly  opposed  to  docking  by  anyone 
unless  for  therapeutic  or  prophylactic  reasons”  This  allows  for 
amputation  of  part  of  the  tall  if  it  is  crushed.  The  “truly 
prophylactic"  phrase  permits  a  vet  to  dock  a  puppy  if  there' is  a 
high  probability  that  a  full  length  tail  will  cause  trouble  in  adult 
life.  I  believe  docking  should  cease.  It  is  a  totally  unnecessary 
mutilation.  The  Kennel  Club  could  stop  it  immediately.  Tails  are 
important  in  dog  to  dog.  and  dog  to  man.  communication. 

James  Allcock 

•  Write  to  The  Times  Vet.  Weekend,  The  Times,  /  Pennington  Street.- 
London  El  9XN.  Advice  is  offered  without  legal  responsibility. 


Grand  National?  The  election?  Spread  betting,  the  latest  fashion  for  a  flutter,  can  mean  serious  gains  or  losses 


Spread  your 
bets  please 


Its  not  often  that  you  can  make  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  charity 
in  a  short  time  with  little  effort 
and  have  fun  at  the  same  time.  I  had 
been  invited  by  City  Index  to  tty  the 
fastest-growing  form  of  gambling  in 
the  country  (including  the  National 
Lottery)  —  spread  betting.  The 
winnings  would  go  to  charity  and 
any  losses  would  be  forgotten. 

Spread  betting  can  be  complic¬ 
ated  (see  panel,  right).  When  you 
lose  you  can  lose  big-time,  but  if  you 
are  lucky,  losses  can  be  recouped 
quickly.  The  financial  markets, 
horses,  rugby,  cricket,  cur  the  elec¬ 
tion.  anything  is  fair  game  unless  it 
is  deemed  “morally  dubious" 

I  arrived  in  the  City  Index  offices 
in  London  with  a  plan  to  bet  on 
several  races  from  a  meeting  at 
Hexham  and  then  have  a  stab  at  the 
Arsenal  v  Liverpool  Premiership 
match  that  evening.  I  started  by 
betting  money  on  the  horses.  Al¬ 
though  he  is  not  normally  allowed  to 
advise  customers,  in  the  interest  of 
charity,  Paul  Austin,  the  director  of 
sport,  was  guiding  me  away  from 
the  three-legged  variety. 

Normally  you  simply  bet  on 
which  horse  will  win.  Here  it  can  be 
hew  many  lengths  there  are  at  the  ■ 


finish  between  the  first  and  second 
horse,  or  how  many  times  favourites 
in  all  tiie  races  will  win,  come 
second  or  third. 

In  football  you  can  punt  on 
anything  from  tiie  time  of  the  first 
goal,  how  many  comers  there  will 
be  or  tiie  total  shirt  numbers  of  all 
the  scorers.  The  first  three  races 
were  a  disaster.  I  had  a  series  of  £10 
bets  on  tiie  favourites  and  by  the 
fourth  race  found  myself  £85  down 
and  desperately  needed  a  win. 

I  had  never  had  tiie  slightest 
interest  in  horse  raring  before  but 
when  my  horse  was  running  in 
second.  I  prayed  for  the  leader  to 
stumble,  throw  its  jockey,  or  just 
disappear.  Someone  may  have  been 
listening.  My  horse  staggered 
across  the  finishing  line  first  and  I 
had  recouped  some  of  my  losses  to 
leave  myself  just  £65  down. 

With  the  responsibility  on  my 
shoulders,  this  was  no  longer  fun. 
As  I  became  more  and  more 
involved  it  was  dear  how  quickly 
you  can  become  entangled.  With 
spread  betting  you  are  always  only 
one  bet  away  from  recouping  all 
your  losses  even  though  you  are 
using  the  same  stake.  It  was  time  for 
a  change.  I  was  still  £65  down  so  I 


Adam  Fresco,  left,  betting  at  City  Index.  He  made  £185  for  charity  by  gambling  on  horses  and  football 


looked  at  what  bets  could  be  placed 
on  the  Arsenal  v  Liverpool  game.  I 
felt  the  ref  would  let  the  game  flow, 
so  I  dedded  to  bet  on  the  amount  of 
yellow  and  red  cards  that  would  be 
shown,  believing  there  wouldn’t  be 
many. 

The  company  were  also  offering  a 
spread  of  between  24-27  for  the  total 


shirt  numbers  of  the  goal  scorers. 
With  some  or  the  most  prolific 
strikers  in  the  premiership  playing  1 
was  sure  Fowler  (9).  Coilymore  (8)  or 
Wright  (8)  would  hit  the  net  several 
times,  i  just  needed  Tour  goals  from 
these  players  and  I  would  be 
making  some  money  (if  the  shirt 
numbers  were  added  together,  and 


if  they  all  scored  once  and  one 
scored  twice,  it  would  come  to  over 
27  points  and  I  would  make  £10  per 
point). 

Coilymore  missed  three  chances 
that  he  would  normally  have  bur¬ 
ied.  Being  a  Spurs  supporter  1 
would  normally  love  to  see  Arsenal 
get  beaten,  but  all  allegiances  had 


disappeared  as  I  cheered  Ian 
Wright,  the  Arsenal  striker. 

At  half  time  there  had  been  two 
bookings  so  I  sold  the  bet  back  at  a 
profit  of  £150.  1  was  now  £85  up. 
There  were  still  no  goals  so  I  decided 
to  bet  £10  on  an  early  goal  in  the 
second  half.  City  Index  had  their 
spread  at  68-70  minutes.  Then 
Coilymore  found  his  golden  touch  in 
the  51st  minute.  I  was  ecstatic.  I  had 
won  another  £170  making  £255. 

At  65  minutes.  Liverpool  were 
awarded  a  penalty.  But  joy  turned  to 
despair  when  Fowler  began  telling 
the  referee  it  wasn’t  a  penalty. 
Thankfully  the  ref  saw  sense. 
Fowler  missed  the  spot  kick  but 
another  Liverpool  player  scored  on 
the  rebound.  Unfortunately  it  was 
number  4.  I  had  13  points  and 
needed  another  15  to  make  money 
on  the  shirt  bet.  With  H  tense 
minutes  to  go  Wright  (8)  managed  to 
poke  the  ball  into  the  net,  another 
eight  points.  The  final  moments 
were  unbearably  tense  but  sadly 
there  was  no  further  goal. 

I  was  juggling  so  many  balls  in 
the  air  I  wasn’t  sure  where  I  was 
when  the  game  ended.  In  fact  I  took 
a  loss  of  £70  on  the  shirt  numbers 
but  made  a  grand  total  profit  of  £185. 

City  Index,  as  a  gesture  of 
goodwill  as  they  expected  me  to  win 
more,  is  also  putting  a  straight  £100 
bet  on  Smith’s  Band,  number  14  in 
the  Grand  National  today.  If  it  wins, 
the  Marc  Fisher  Trust  stands  to  win 
a  further  £1,600  or  so.  depending  on 
the  odds.  Cheer  him  on.  please. 

Adam  Fresco 


BET  BOX 


■  Spread  betting  is  not  for 
the  faint  hearted  or  for  - 
those  who  only  have  an 
occasional  flutter.  Every 
customer  who  Opens  an 
account  has  to  prove  they 
can  afford  to  bet  by  • 
showing  bank  statements, 
proof  of  salary  and  have 
liquid  proof  of  funds  three 
times  greater  than  the  credit : 
asked  for.  It  started  in  die 
City  but  you  can  now 
spread  bet  with  several 
High  Street  betting  chains.  • 

■  Horse  racing:  there  are  - 
several  bets.  On  any  card  of 
six  races  City  Index  will 
give  25  points  to  every 
winning  favourite.  10  for 
second  and  5  for  third.  If  > 
they  think  that  the  total 
points  scored  will  be  60  (two 
wins  and  a  second)  they  will 
give  a  spread  of  say,  5M2. 

If  you  believe  all  the 
favourites  are  going  to  win 
you  will  buy  at  62 at  £10  a  •• 
poinL  So  if  this  happens  the 
total  would  be  150  and  you  ■ 
would  win  (50  minus  62 
equals  SS  times  £10  is  £880 
But  if  not  one  favourite 
finishes  in  the  top  three  yon 
would  have  to  pay  them  62 
limes  £10. 

Football:  They  were  giving 
25  points  for  every  red  card 
and  10  for  yellow  and  had 
their  spread  at  35-38  points. : 

1  felt  it  would  be  lower,  so  I 
sold  at  £10  a  point  If  there  \ 
■were  no  bookings  1  would  , 
win  35  times  £10. 

Feeling  ludotf  City  Index 
0I71-4SQ-5685. 
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CALL:  01716806860 


ANIMALS  &  ACCESSORIES 


01717827799 


CATS 


HORSES 


DTT  HORSE  MATERIALS 

72m  wlda  12oz  Peir  Bad  oMn. 
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Sc  fvw.  Cornwafl  7*26  5ND 
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FEED 


Chews 


Oar  special,  aD-naoml 
chews  and  neau  -  delivered 
straight  to  your  home! 
£10  worth  tor  £7 
iact  VAT  and  PbH 
FREE  pack  cf  3 

■‘DUpaCrA-Scaap"  ptyoper- 
senopen  wtlh  rack  order 

Phase  caD  01475  522018 


DOGS 


k9netuk 

httye//wJJm.tik  i.ittifiJr  hfm 
Wndar 
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GROOMING  SERVICES 


GROOMERS  SUPPLIES 

'The  Original* 

•  High  quality  -A  wide  range  of 

itampoo*  for  afl  yoor  gnomuiiis  equipment 

needs,  mdwfing  Q  iocfrfag  tables,  bark. 

moAtkm  .  posttambes. 

atanpoo  |  coufe,  sensors.  Maks 

at  excellent 
prices 

1  No  high  pressure 
sales 


CONTACT 

US  FOB  YOUR 

free  nuts  un¬ 


friendly,  bdpfnl  staff 

Mail  onler  available 
oa  all  prefaces 

BfS'SCn1-  tfDNtll 
ffwnw  ■  ■Firrerre.a* 


Sharpening  and 
servicing  available 

-Visits  by  appointment 
only  with  friendly 
service 

•  Free  defivoy  oo  orders 
over  £4040  when 
visaing  year  area 


DOGS 


PETSAFE 

DOG  COLLARS  & 

“Iteepncne  no.  embroidered 

onto  quaSty  coloured 

webbing  from  ElB 

NO  MORE  LOST  TAGS. 

FREE  catalogue  from  Green 

Farm  Tnacfing:  01473  737877 


ACCESSORIES 


PET  DOORS 


for  anew  S  exterior  noon. 

pngpesAvnfa 

•  KE-HMUM 

•  SUMUBac 

•  LOCKABLE 

MKATJOTW 
■  OUET.StfE. 

EASY  TQ  USE 

•  szEsrouanu 
GREAT  OWE 
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TCL  tOl 3721  &43MB 

racfOUTOfrMOM 


DOGS 


5*“faa«e  pod.  KC  no.  Anil 

[gad  April.  Td!  Olgl  aoi  MS3 


CHARITY 


CAPRICORN  ANIMAL 
RESCUE 

(Charity  No  1048S11) 
o*aa  fa  d  qpa  «T  aAufa.  from 
[J™  to  Hedgehogs,  Gores  to 
?*aipiU.  Rdte  to  Cats, 
fatal  to  IXdx  od  re 
Mfafatre  oir  worii  we  dopatady 


Write  for  reiwtfanrr  n 
Arina!  Rescue 
Pfafeswood  Lake  Rood 
hdtmood,  fftohaa 
CH7  4HZ 


SAFE 

;LEJ 

COLLARS 


Cat  £1:59  each 
Dug  £1.99  owh 
Including  ftcP 

to  re  AMI  fa  Hi  wnh  ■  wQettKc  dine. 

•■tow  ar  font  Brtp  TletOfcdfanr 
brardof.  Mloreeoibn 

Me  ■*  red  rrmm  oo  rainre 

reuaitii  ■  M  for  dredi.  m  POSTAL 
iYr  rxexHxm.  is  Screa  area.  tree. 
Mil  Joa  T*t  ai«si  ssuo 


DOES  TOUR  DOC  (OK  MAN)  WIFE  BIS  PEER 

&«  tto*  Jtlt/J«rw  km  ArenV  —red  irn.  I 

■SUARAVTEED  FOR  z  YEARS  1 

-HEAVY  duty  rubber  bacxmg 
MCWItarTTON ABSORBS !  Ml*.  WATER,  OIL  ON  CONTACT 
•REDUCES  DUST  LEVEL  «  TT£  HOME  BY  UP  TO  TDK 
"NON-SUP.  VIRTUALLY  WE5TRCTOLE  , 

•Mads  Mr  as  under  a  BSt  APPROVED  BO  90QQ  QaMi  1 
Sysarn* 

■COMPLETELY  MACHINE  WASHABLE* 

Many  Uses  In  tha  HOME.  GARAGE,  SHED. 

_  KHWELS.  CONSERVATORY.  CAR.  BOAT. 
CARAVAN  OR  CAMPING  BRITISH  MADE  IN  S  SIZES  i 
AND  5  COLOURS 
Prlcres  from  £11.99 

Tafaphone  or  sand  SAE  tor  colour  samatea  and 
ftmharhfarnreBon 

TELEPHONfc/FAX  017QJ  2T7634 


ATTENTION 

ALL  SNUGGLERS! 


•-Jc- 


‘  £34.50  WF 

prorr,;  Bones  Deg  *  Cutaiogu*.  Upper  Mill.  Coin  St  Atdwyns.  Nr 
Cirencester,  Gios  GL7  5AJ.  Tel:  012S5  75CC07  Few:  01235  750100 


"2  am  so  pleased  with  your  Keeper's  Mix. 
My  rescue  dog  Lollipop  was  constantly  pulling 
and  tugging  at  her  fur  which  was  very  loose 
and  weak.  After  only  three  weeks  on  your 
Keeper's  Mix  she  Is  much  more  comfortable, 
is  looking  really  well,  and  has  now  developed 
a  lovely  coat"  Mrs  Goldring.  Sussex 


KEEPER'S  MIX 

Herbal  Conditioning  Supplement 

250g  -  £6.95,  500g  -  £12^0,  lkg  -  £23.50 

for  demib  of  your  nearest 
Stockist  and  our  prompt  mail-order  service. 

(for  mail-order,  please  add  £1.50  p&p) 

dorwest  herbs 

STPl°nn^°(fJBR1DP0RT-  Dorset  DTS  4 UP 
Tel.  01308-897272  Fax:  01308-897929 
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home  life  *  13 


‘We  fed  the  ducks. 

I  LIT*  haPP«iin8  a  few  weeks  ago, 

X  taftLS- preciseIy  *“ 

walkmg  across  the  com- 
IEh  a  brcak  from  wwk.  blithely 

nmiding  my  own  business,  when  ft 

** 

S^^hadhoped  was  a  random  attack 

*™  ** Slcreisa  Panem. 
A  small  boy  is  accompanied  by  someone 

who  is  obviously  his  nanny.  The  nannies 
are  always  sweet  and  kjving  and  very 

die  child  always  looks 
supremely  contented.  3 

I  must  haw  wimessed  this  sort  of  scene 

hundreds  of  times  since  I’ve  been  a 

'  EE*-.  bu*  has  never  made  an 
i-mipression  before.  Having  worked  since 
.our  first  son  was  three  months  old.  it  has 
•flways  looked  entirely  normal.  But 
Jecentty,  for  some  reason,  at  the  sight  of  a 
tonny  little  boy  gabbling  away  to 
simeone  who  is  not  his  mother,  running 
wi?-  j  r  arms  or  playing  hide-and-seek 
jbirvd  an  avenue  of  trees,  I  am  shot 
ttrongh  with  sadness.  More  peculiar 
j”  Mnnerving  still,  it  suddenly  looks 
T°ng-  ™  question  is  “Wliy?”  and 


watched  the  boys  kicking  a  ball  around . . .  and  I  suddenly  thought  that  I  could  have  lived  a  completely  other  life’ 

The  working  woman’s  lament 


^Why  now?”  This  is  not  one  Df  those 
-feminist  recants”  confessions,  which  are 
a  particular  delight  to  the  forces  which 
are  so  eager  to  turn  back  the  clock  and 
transform  us  into  cake-baking  apron- 
wearers  from  Stepford. 

But  1  do  think  that  in  one's  reluctance 
to  give  any  ground  to  the  “woman's  place 
is  in  the  home*  brigade,  it  has  felt  safer  to 
deny  the  obvious.  Which  is,  that  for  every 
mother  who  has  young  children  and 
works  full-time  there  are  moments  when 
she  feels  fom  or  guilty  or  regretful. 

For  years,  I  have  sought  to  deny  or 
repress  this.  Since  most  women  are 
obliged  to  work  —  either  as  the  major 
breadwinner  or  the  sole  earner  or, 
simply,  to  help  pay  the  bills  —  there  is  not 
a  Jot  of  choice  about  it.  And  since  1  am 
privileged  enough  to  be  able  to  earn  my 
living  from  home,  it  has  felt  more 
comfortable,  and  certainly  kinder,  not  to 


explore  the  downside 
of  working  mother¬ 
hood  with  friends 
who  have  to  go  to  an 
office  every  day. 

Actually,  1  have  to 
say  that  nearly  all 
my  female  friends 
who  have  children 
have  pushed  or  are 
pushing  to  work 
part-time  or  to  spend 
part  of  their  working 
week  at  home.  It 
should  be  the  case 
that  the  more  senior 
you  become,  the 
more  confidence  you  have  to  mould  your 
working  week  to  suit  yourself.  While 
your  colleagues  might  prefer  to  have  a 
long  and  bibulous  midday  break  than  to 
leave  the  office  at  six.  you  should  be  able 


LIFE  AND  SOUL 


GINNY  DOUGARY 


to  skip  lunch  and  get 
home  for  bathtime. 
But  office  culture 
rarely  works  like 
this.  Ifyouwanttobe 
a  player,  you  must 
play  by  the  rules,  not 
invent  your  own. 

My  friends  divide 
rattier  evenly  into  the 
high-powered  and 
reasonably  affluent 
self-employed,  and 
the  low-powered  and 
often  slant  self-em¬ 
ployed.  Both  camps 
can  work  flexible 
hours  and  tailor  their  work  to  suit  their 
lives.  In  theory,  they  should  be  able  to  see 
as  much,  or  as  tittle,  of  their  children  as 
they  like.  In  practice,  it  rarely  works  out 
this  way.  Most  of  us,  who  are  fortunate 


enough  to  have  work,  are  wage-slaves  to 
some  extent  —  which  means  that  we  are 
often  fagged  out  and  irritable  when  we 
come  to  play  with  our  children. 

I  remember  keenly  a  former  colleague 
telling  me  that  she  was  so  accustomed  to 
handing  her  children  over  to  her  nanny, 
or  sharing  the  parenting  responsibility 
with  her  husband  at  weekends,  that  the 
thought  of  having  sole  charge  of  them 
really  alarmed  her. 

Last  half-term,  for  the  first  rime  in 
ages,  we  had  no  childcare,  1  had  no 
deadline  and  my  husband  was 
working.  Of  course,  there  have  been 
times  in  the  past  ten  years  when  I've 
looked  after  the  bqys  on  my  own.  But  to 
spend  a  whole  week  with  them,  just  my 
sons  and  me,  was  something  of  a  novelty. 

On  one  of  the  days,  we  had  a  picnic  on 
the  common  with  another  mother  and 


her  sons.  It  was  a  rare,  early  spring  day 
when  the  sun  shines  full  beam  and 
everyone  looks  happy.  We  fed  the  ducks, 
watched  the  boys  kicking  a  football 
around  and  talked  idly  about  this  and 
that.  There  was  a  great  sense  of  female 
cameraderie,  as  other  mothers  we  knew 
and  their  offspring  stopped  by  to  chat  or 
steal  a  sandwich.  It  was  such  easy  and 
uncomplicated  pleasure,  and  I  was 
suddenly  struck  by  the  thought  that  I 
could  have  lived  a  completely  other  life.  A 
life  which  1  had  never  really  considered 
that  I  was  equipped  to  enjoy,  and  now  it 
was  too  late. 

There  is  no  way  round  this  problem.  I 
don't  feel  that  I  was  bom  lo  be  a 
hausfrau,  but  neither  does  it  seem  quite 
right  that  1  have  missed  out  on  so  much 
of  my  sons*  childhood .  The  overpowering 
sense  of  regret  I  feel,  when  1  see  those 
tittle  boys  with  their  nannies,  however.  Is 
not  to  do  with  my  sons  growing  up  so 
rapidly  —  but  with  the  fact  that,  at  40.  f 
am  unlikely  to  find  out  if  I  would  have 
been  happier  if  I’d  done  things 
differently. 


elp  for  the  mother  of  all  tantrums 


an  good  parenting  be  taught? 
sceptical  Jill  Parkin  squeezed 
onto  a  new  course  to  find  out 


MAHTN BEDOALL 
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jhere  is  a  great  British 
supermarket  tradi¬ 
tion  which  goes  some¬ 
thing  like  this: 
ssed  mother.  “Do  you 
a  -smack?"  Naughty 
dufl:  “No.  Hate  you!"  Smack! 
Ws  ah!  Other  shoppers 
fur  ter  their  breath):  "What  a 
ter  ble  mother." 

s  many  mothers  flunk 
se  :ral  times  a  day,  there  must 
beji  better  way.  You  may  not 
a  supermarket  smacker, 
you  may  be  a  shouter  or 
frustrated  and  stressed  by 
daily  battle  of  wills.  Can 
inting  be  taught? 

iting  courses  are  catch- 
on.  And  you  wouldn't 
jeve  the  prob- 
some  people 
*ve.  Or  maybe,  if 
t>uYe  a  parent 
would.  I  went 
long  to  a  session 
tt  a  health  centre  in 
Maidenhead. 

One  mother 
bid:  "There  was  a 
feme  he  would  only 
kr  in  his  toy  car. 
ihen  it  was  only  in 
jbed.  Now  it's  only 
putside.  And  a  rit-  ' 
jual  has  developed 
—  I  have  to  sit  on  a  tree  stump 
•while  he  eats.  Thank  goodness 
jit's  spring." 

1  I've  never  gone  in  for  group 
therapy  before  and  had  the 
idea  we  would  sit  round 
chatting  for  a  couple  of  hours. 
/JI  very  cosy  but  not  much 
«xxl  when  the  tree  stump  is 
l«ur  inches  deep  in  snow. 

Stories  were  swapped.  Me- 
tio  noises  were  made  about 
tamper  tantrums  (ours,  not  the 
children's).  But  there's  more 
tian  that  to  this  seven-week 
plot  course,  which  is  run  by 
East  Berkshire  Community 

Fealth  NHS  Trust. 

Rachel  McHugh,  the  health 
vsitor  who  was  leading  the 
session  and  had  just  been  role¬ 
paying  on  the  carpet  with  her 
ci  1  league,  Angela  Baldwin, 
aid:  "There  is  a  framework. 
Tie  course  does  move  you  on." 
techel  was  the  naughty  child 
drawing  her  toys  around  the 
fbor  and  Angela  was  by  turns 
tie  supermarket  mother  and 
tie  successful,  post-parenting 


We  had  to 
close  our 
eyes  and 
imagine 
holding 
our  child 


course  mother.  Each  session 
takes  a  situation,  gives  exam¬ 
ples  of  right  and  wrong  ways 
to  handle  it,  and  asks  you 
what  you're  going  to  do  to 
improve  things.  This  session 
was  about  how  to  talk  to  your 
chDd. 

The  general  idea  is  that  you 
don*!  say:  “I  don’t  believe  this! 
You’ve  made  a  mess  again. 
Tidy  it  up  now.  Daddy  will  be 
so  cross  when  he  hears."  You 
use  what  the  experts  call  an“I" 
message.  Something  tike:  “I 
spent  a  long  time  tidying  up 
this  room.  Let's  do  it  again, 
then  it  will  look  nice  and 
Daddy  will  be  pleased  to  hear 
you’ve  been  good."  Apparently 
“l”  messages  are 
used  a  lot  in  asser¬ 
tiveness  training. 

Buzz  phrases 
abounded.  “I"  mes¬ 
sages.  something 
called  “noticing  be¬ 
haviour”.  “sham¬ 
ing"  and  "blam¬ 
ing"  —  I  never 
knew  I  was  doing 
so  much  between 
the  breakfast  por¬ 
ridge  and  the  bed¬ 
time  story.  But 
.  perhaps  that's 
I'm  not  being  “re- 
(another  parenting 


because 
speerful’ 
buzzword)  enough  to  my  three 
under-fives. 

Parenting  itself  is  a  hot 
topic.  Making  parents  respon¬ 
sible  for  their  children's  be¬ 
haviour  is  the  latest  idea  from 
the  politicians  and  there  are 
bound  to  be  more  as  we 
approach  May  I. 

East  Berkshire  Community 
Health  NHS  Trust  believes  it 
is  the  first  statutory  body  to 
offer  courses.  At  just  £10  a 
head,  they  Ye  within  most  peo¬ 
ple’s  reach.  According  to  the 
trust,  national  research  shows 
that  60  per  cent  of  parents 
would  like  to  attend  a  course. 

Two  of  the  women  who 
finished  the  East  Berkshire 
course  were  full  of  praise  for  it. 
Loma  Stewart,  an  accountant 
and  now  a  full-time  mother  of 
one-year-old  Andrew  and 
Matthew,  two  and  a  half,  was 
fed  up  with  getting  cross. 

“1  was  finding  it  a  bit 
difficult  with  the  older  one 


Max  Ring  (left)  and  Matthew  Stewart  with  their  mothers  Loma  Stewart,  with  baby  Andrew,  and  Jane  Ring  after  their  parenting  course 


who  was  challenging  my  au¬ 
thority.  He  played  up  when  1 
was  changing  nappies  or 
breastfeeding  the  younger 
one.  I  was  shouting  and 
getting  annoyed.  1  thought. 
' there  must  be  better  way  to 
deal  with  this’. 

“The  course  is  much  more 
flexible  than  reading  a  book. 
because  you  feed  off  each 
other.  I  don't  have  a  local 
network  of  family  and  friends 
at  home  with  children.  1  cant 
walk  down  the  street  and  see 
six  other  mothers  and  duld- 
ren.  And  the  older  generation 
can  give  you  outdated  infor¬ 
mation.  I  think  they  relied  on 
smacking  or  being  really  hard 
on  their  children."  Loma  is 
grareful  to  have  learnt  to 


ignore  bad  behaviour  (unless 
it's  dangerous)  and  encourage 
good.  “If  Manhe«r  throws  his 
Lego  into  the  air  now  I  don't 
rush  in  to  tell  him  off.  If  he’s 
playing  quietly  with  it  1  go  in 
and  chat  about  what  a  good 
tower  he’s  making,  rather 
than  just  seeing  it  as  a  chance 
to  go  and  get  on  with  the 
washing.  That  way  he  gets  my 
attention  for  being  good." 


J 


ane  Ring  gave  up  her  job 
in  the  marketing  depart¬ 
ment  of  a  computer  firm 
to  be  at  home  full-time 
with  her  son  Max,  who's  now 
three.  She  has  no  partner.  She 
says:  “You're  never  really  sure 
if  you  Ye  doing  it  right.  1  have 
no  one  to  discuss  it  with.  In  my 


house,  what  1  S3y  is  right. 
When  Max  was  two  going  on 
three,  he  turned  into  a  mon¬ 
ster,  always  challenging  my 
authority. 

“It's  very  easy  to  get  carried 
away  in  the  day-today  run¬ 
ning  of  life.  The  course  taught 
me  to  take  more  notice  of  him. 
1  thought:  T  must  slow  down 
and  give  him  more  rime.*  He  is 
a  person,  and  the  course 
raised  my  awareness  of  that.  I 
wasn't  giving  him  enough 
respect. 

“1  learnt  to  avoid  confronta¬ 
tion  by  giving  him  choices  — 
limited  choices  —  about  what 
he’d  like  to  do.  On  the  course 
everyone  opened  up  and  f  was 
surprised  to  discover  that  ev¬ 
eryone  shouts  at  their  kids. 


My  only  criticism  was  that  it 
could  have  been  broadened  to 
take  accounr  of  single 
parents." 

The  talk  in  our  session  was 
free  and  easy.  Relationship 
problems  got  an  airing  as  well. 
“The  night  without  TV  went 
well,"  one  woman  said.  “We 
talked  and  we  read.  It  was 
good."  After  all  if  the  men 
want  come  onto  the  course  — 


and  they  haven’t  appeared  yet 
—  they  can  expect  to  be  talked 
about. 

Each  generation  has  its  own 
ideas  about  bringing  up  child¬ 
ren.  One  woman  was  bitter 
about  her  mother’s  advice  on 
her  second  child.  “She  kept 
saying:  ‘Don’t  keep  picking 
that  baby  up.  You’ll  spoil  him.' 
and  'If  I  had  him  he’d  be  a 
different  child*.  1  felt  out  of 


control.  I  was  labelling  him  a 
problem.  'My  health  visitor 
suggested  coming  here.  I  had 
felt  trapped  into  bringing  him 
up  the  way  my  mother  want¬ 
ed.  Now  I’ve  sorted  out  wharis 
important  and  what  isn't  And 
I  know  that  cuddling  him  isn't 
going  to  spoil  him." 

Parenting  courses  need  to 
sort  out  their  image.  The  worst 
sort  of  parent  is  unlikely  to 
enrol  but  some  people  think 
that  only  bad  parents  need  a 
course.  Judging  by  my  sam¬ 
ple,  we  could  all  learn 
something. 

The  session  l  attended  was  a 
fairly  middle-class  affair  and 
consisted  of  seven  mothers 
and  two  health  visitors.  We 
began  —  you  just  have  to  take 
a  deep  breath  and  get  on  with 
it  —  by  telling  the  group  one 
thing  we'd  tike  our  children  to 
leant  from  us.  Most  of  us  said 
kindness.  1  didn't,  but  then  I'm 
an  old  hack. 

At  the  end  of  the  session 
Rachel  turned  out  the  lights 
for  our  relaxation  period,  and 
asked  us  to  close  our  eyes  and 
imagine  holding  our  youngest 
child.  I  expected  to  feel  a  total 
lemon,  but  found  myself  smil¬ 
ing  down  at  my  absent  baby 
instead. 

It*  easy  to  knock  the  whole 
idea,  of  course.  The  British 
don't  feel  at  ease  with  self- 
conscious  self-improvement. 
Especially  if  it  involves  relax¬ 
ation  and  role-play.  But  1 
derided  to  try  the  "1”  message 
with  my  elder  daughter,  who 
usually  goes  deaf  every  morn¬ 
ing  when  told  —  in  ever 
shriller  maternal  rones  —  to 
get  dressed  for  school. 

Now  I  say  to  her:  "I'd  tike 
you  to  get  dressed,  l  want  us  to 
be  on  rime  for  school."  And  she 
does  ft.  I  may  have  been  saved 
from  the  tree  srump. 

•  Information  on  the  East 
Berkshire  course:  01753  038423. 
Parent  Network  is  a  national 
charity  which  runs  parenting 
courses  around  the  country.  They 
cost  around  £100.  For  details  of 
your  local  courses  ring  0171-485 
8535 for  England  and  Wales  and 
0131-332  0893 for  Scotland. 
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Ruth  Gledhill  meets  a  riotous  rector  with  cause  to  confess:  ‘All  vicars  are  failed  actors’ 

A  pun-filled  Easter  message 


UNUSUALLY  for  a 
church  service,  the 
congregation  was 
laughing.  A  succession 
of  Christmas-cracker 
style  jokes  made  me 
wonder  whether  the 

- - -  youthful  rector  had 

missed  his  true  vocation  in  panto¬ 
mime.  “All  vicars  are  failed  actors, 

he  confessed  later. 

The  children  bad  been  called  to  the 
front  and  sat  at  his  feet  on  the  chancel 
stops.  “Where  is  Jesus  todayT  he 
Sfed  them.  “Behind  you,"  replied 
oneof  the  boys,  pointing  at  the  aw 
nn  the  altar.  The  rector  jumped,  and 
looked  a  little  taken  aback.  "In  the 
sky. “another  child  suggested-  At  the 
right  hand  of  God."  a  tturd  said 
Eggs,  the  rector  suggested,  could  be 
related  to  anything-  He  invited  the 
dridren  w  challenge  him.  Choco- 

jKS-^ne  said.  “Eggscellent,  he 
“fed.  -Homework?-  sajd  anoitar. 

‘^SSs  conttoued.’jWta 

Tta,  tad 

i  -{*|[  give  you  a  clue,  he  was 
the  Bible.- we 

j^ed  baffled  -Nicodemac-  he 

"^r'tinlighr  poured 

the  stunning  stained  glass 
"'•^^th^and  west  ends. 

The  feeling  0f  being  in  > 

“•SSL  rtttw  than  3  ^ 

t^thedral  raut  r  arch>- 

sist'sssrtss 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 


★A  five-star  guide  ★ 

RECTOR:  the  flev  Adrian  Newman 

ARCHITECTURE:  Victorian  Gothic, 
designed  by  Alfred 
Chatwin. 

SERMON:  The  rector  acted  out  the 
story  ot  Simeon,  an  early  church 
"village  idiot' '  —  using  an  Eddie  Grundy 
accent,  kirkk 
MUSIC:  The  mixed  choir  sang  a 
folk-style  anthem  krkirk 
LITURGY:  A  new  version,  relaxed  but 
powerful,  krtrkk 
SPIRITUAL  HIGH:  Mixture  of  the 
comic  and  the  serious,  ickirk 
AFTER-SERVICE  CARE: 

Coffee  and  tea. 


Jocular  the  Rev  Adrian  Newman 


this  church  was  not  in  London  but  in 
Chatwin's  home  town,  Birmingham. 

We  were  welcomed  by  the  peal  of  16 
bells,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the 
country,  but  even  when  there  were 
only  half  that  number  the  bells  of  St 
Martin's  were  used  to  drown  out  of 
John  Wesley  as  he  preached  in  the 
Bull  Ring  outside  the  church  in  1745. 

In  the  13th  cenrury.  a  smaller 
church  stood  on  this  spot,  near  the 
castle  of  the  de  Berrningham  family, 
granted  a  charter  for  a  market  by  the 
king-  Church  and  market  flourish, 
though  the  castle  has  long  gone, 
replaced  by  underpasses,  flyovers, 
offices  and’  the  bleakest  of  modem 
shopping  centres.  Easier  has  seen 
further,  predictable  challenges  to  the 


truth  of  Christianity,  but  future 
generations  will  surely  find  the 
message  of  the  church  more  credible 
than  the  devastation  wreaked  on 
Birmingham  city  centre  this  century. 

The  children  were  sent  off  to 
■  junior  church”  and  we  listened  to  a. 
woman  read  from  Luke's  gospel.  On 
each  side,  women  stood  holding 
candles.  We  heard  how  women 
visited  the  tomb  of  Christ  and  found  it 
empty,  apart  from  dazzling  angels, 
but  their  report  was  not  believed. 

The  rector  preached  on  how  to 
recognise  the  risen  Jesus.  "For  some 
people  it  can  be  through  preaching." 
he  said.  "For  many  others  ir  is  in  the 
Eucharist,  in  sharing  the  bread  and 
the  wine." 


St  Martin’s,  named  after  The  popu¬ 
lar  4th-century  Gallic  saint  who  gave 
hal  f  his  cloak  to  a  beggar,  has  recently 
suffered  a  mass  exodus  of  its  staff. 
The  Rev  Adrian  Newman,  aged  38. 
arrived  only  six  months  ago.  Two 
curates  are  expected  to  arrive  in  the 
summer,  but  Mr  Newman  is  still 
seeking  a  music  director  and  an 
associate  rector.  Standing  steady  in 
the  wings,  keeping  things  ticking  over 
during  this  period  of  change,  were 
two  beadles,  as  the  vergers  are  known 
at  St  Martin’s. 

We  prayed  for  those  in  hospital, 
prison,  the  unemployed  and  The 
homeless  before  singing  a  traditional 
Easter  hymn.  The  head  that  once  was 
crowned  with  thorns,  when  the  collec¬ 
tion  was  taken. 

The  eucharisric  liturgy  was  beauti¬ 
ful.  “From  the  beginning  you  have 
created  ail  things  and  all  your  works 
echo  the  silent  music  of  your  praise," 
the  rector  said.  "Pour  out  your  Holy 
Spirit  over  us  and  these  gifts  which 
we  bring  before  you  from  your  own 
creation." 

The  church  was  crowded  and 
everyone  let  themselves  go  for  the 
final  hymn.  Thine  be  the  glory. 

As  I  left  the  church,  Birmingham 
city  centre  somehow  seemed  a  Ittle 
less  hideous  than  it  had  been  when  I 
first  arrived. 

TTie  Bull  Ring  is  about  to  be 
redeveloped,  l  was  told,  surely  some¬ 
thing  to  make  even  the  most  hard¬ 
ened  sceptic  believe  in  the  possibility' 
of  a  resurrection. 

•  St  Martin'S'in-the-Bull  Ring . 
Birmingham.  West  Midlands  B5SBB 
(0121-4.540119). 


SHADE-LOVING  HOSTAS  LOOK  FABULOUS  IN  ANY  GARDEN 


T  TOSTAS  are  one  of  today's  mast  popular 
fjLand  versatile  perennials.  Their  artistic 
beauty  and  richness  is  unequalled  in  any  other 
shadefoving  plant,  giving  bold,  colourful  and 
often  fragrant  flowers.  Ideal  plants  for  cutting 
they  grow  well  in  shady  or  sunny  positions. 
We  have  four  different  varieties  on  offer  to 
Times  readers. 

Honcybefls  with  mid-green  leaves  and  off- 
white  flowers  in  August,  and  a  height/spread 
of  34". 

SieboUiana  with  large  heart-shaped  talue- 
grey  leaves  and  lilac  flowers  which  appear 


Hostas 
at  half 
normal 
price 


early  summer,  2-3ft  in  height  and  a  2ft  spread. 

Anreomaiginata  with  medium-sized  green 
leaves  edged  in  silver-white,  lilae-purple  flow¬ 
ers  which  grow  July-August  and  a 
height/spread  of  15-18". 

Albo  Kda  with  medium-sized  pale-green 
leaves  broadly  variegated  with  buff-yetiow  and 
pale  violet  flowers  in  eariy  spring.  Height  J8- 
24"  and  spread  HT. 

Each  park  has  three  roots  and  costs  just 
£5.99.  Alternatively,  treat  yourself  to  one  pack 
of  each  variety  for  only  £11.98  —  giving  you 
four  paries  for  the  price  of  two. 
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14  ■  country  life 


WEEKEND  ■  SATURDAY  APRIL  5  1997 


Tom  and  Barbara  Good  of  the 
classic  television  series  The  Good 
life  had  a  pleasant  detached  house 
with  a  neat  garden,  and  Tom  left  for 
work  every  morning  wearing  a  suit  But 
a  few  months  into  self-sufficiency,  their 
cheeks  were  tanned,  their  figures  trim, 
the  garden  resembled  the  Somme,  and 
the  kitchen  was  piled  high  with  rotting 
vegetables. 

Of  course,  the  Goods  weren’t  really 
coming  at  self-sufficiency  from  the  rigid; 
angle,  as  Evelyn  Green  Is  quick  to  point 
out.  Mrs  Green  is  chairman  of  the  Meon 
Valley  Seif  Sufficiency  Group.  Hamp¬ 
shire,  and  she  is  side  of  comparisons  with 
the  inept  Surbiton  oouple. 

"There  is  more  to  self-sufficiency  than 
sowing  a  few  packets  of  seeds  in  die  back 
garden."  she  says.  Instead,  her  group’s 
members  aim  to  provide  for  as  many  as 
their  food  and  energy  needs  as  possible, 
while  preserving  the  old-fashioned  as¬ 
pects  of  country  and  village  life. 

Not  surprisingly  with  BSE  and  healthy 
eating  in  the  public  mind,  a  MORI  pod 
this  week  confirmed  that  60  per  cent  of  us 
would  prefer  to  eat  organic  food  if  it  were 
more  readily  available  in  supermarkets. 
Organic  product  sales  are  up  fay  a  third 
on  last  year. 

Mrs  Green  says:  "People  think  we’re 
all  a  bit  loopy  but  we’re  just  normal, 
hard-working  people  who  are  trying  to 
promote  a  particular  way  of  life.  Our 
members  are  aged  from  their  thirties  to 
their  eighties,  and  most  have  full-time 
jobs  —  there  are  doctors,  solicitors, 
builders  and  nurses.  But  we  work 
together,  share  our  skills  and  promote 
the  best  things  about  country  life." 

The  Meon  Valley  group  was  started  in 


Even  better  than  the  Good  Life 


1982  by  Joy  Pratt  who  had  been 
practising  her  own  form  of  self-sufficien¬ 
cy  for  IS  years.  She  put  up  posters 
advertising  the  new  group's  first  meeting 
and  35  people  turned  up.  The  group  now 
has  more  than  100  members. 

Mrs  Green  admits  that,  living  in  the 
depths  of  the  countryside  in  the  Nineties, 
it  is  impossible  to  be  entirely  self- 
sufficient  Electricity  and  a  telephone  are 
essential,  as  is  some  form  of  powered 
transport  However,  the  members  of  this 
localised  collective  promote  self-suffic¬ 
iency  to  varying  degrees.  Many  keep 
small  animals  and  the  group  arranges  a 
monthly  bulk  order  for  feed. 

In  recent  years  die  group’s  annual 
turnover  has  been  around  £35,000, 
putting  it  on  the  same  footing  as  some 
local  mil-time  farmers.  Some  members 
spin  their  own  wool  and  produce  leather 
goods,  and  all  aim  to  be  seif-suffioent  in 
basic  vegetables  and  fruit  although  they 
are  at  the  mercy  of  the  weather  and 
sometimes  limited  by  the  type  of  soil  on 
their  Land. 

However,  this  is  where  die  group 
comes  into  his  own:  “If  you’re  trying  to 
grow  things  organically,  and  not  use 
pesticides,  you  might  lose  seedlings 
because  pigeons  get  them  or  slugs  find  a 
way  in,"  Mrs  Green  says.  “But  even  if  I 
lose  all  my  lettuces  like  that  someone 
down  die  road  might  have  a  couple  to 
spare,  which  1  can  exchange  for  some¬ 
thing  else." 

Members  sell  surplus  stock  at  group 


A  self-sufficiency  group  of  ordinary  working 
people  is  in  rude  health,  Sarah  Edghill  reports 


GEORGE  BROOKS 


Members  of  the  Meon  self-sufficiency  group  with  Ella  the  pig 


meetings,  and  exchange  goods  and 
services.  At  any  time  die  monthly 
newsletter  might  offer  for  sale  or  ex¬ 
change  anything  from  muscovy  duck¬ 
lings  to  fleeces  for  spinning  or  goat’s  milk 
as  well  as  printing  recipes  for  old- 
fashioned  lemonade  and  rose  petal  wine. 
“It  works  so  well  that  you  don’t  know  it’s 
going  on."  Mrs  Green  says.  “Then 


someone  mentions  that  they  had  a 
leaking  pipe  and  another  member  came 
out  and  fixed  it  in  exchange  for  51b  of 
honey." 

As  well  as  working  her  land,  Mrs 
Green  and  her  husband  need  a  constant 
supply  of  wood  for  the  range  that  heals 
their  house  and  for  cooking.  “This  time  of 
year  is  also  one  of  the  busiest  because  so 


much  preparation  needs  to  be  done. 
Animals  are  expecting  their  young  and 
we  are  planting  seeds  for  the  crops  we 
hope  will  come  up  later  in  the  year." 

Kate  and  Andrew  Goldsmith  and  their 
three  small  children  live  in  Denmead,  a 
village  which  has  grown  to  the  size  of  a 
small  town.  “We  are  right  in  the  centre  by 
the  shops  so  the  bottom  of  our  garden  is 
virtually  in  the  car  park,  but  we  manage 
to  do  a  lot  with  a  small  amount  of  space. 
About  three-quarters  of  the  garden  is 
down  to  vegkables,  and  I  also  keep 
chickens  and  rabbits. 

“If  we  need  advice  on  any  aspect  of  self- 
suffidency  there  is  always  someone 
around  happy  to  help." 

Such  work  is  extremely  hard  work. 
“Every  night  during  the  summer 
there  is  something  that  needs 
picking  or  freezing  or  turning  into 
chutney,"  Mrs  Goldsmith  says.  “Even 
small  animals  like  ours  take  an  hour  a 
day  to  look  after." 

Zara  Bampton  started  growing  her 
own  fruit  and  vegetables  because  she 
was  worried  by  health  scares  and  wanted 
her  family  to  eat  as  well  as  possible.  She 
is  now  self  suffident  in  a  wide  variety  of 
vegetables,  as  well  as  in  lamb,  beef  and 
poulty.  However,  with  the  demands  of 
children  aged  four  and  two.  she  was 
finding  it  difficult  to  devote  the  necessary 
time  to  her  land,  so  now  she  shares  both 
work  and  produce  with  a  friend  who 
lives  nearby.  “Sandra  had  always  want¬ 


ed  to  learn  more  about  self  suffidency, 
but  ditto*  have  the  confidence  to  do  it  on 
her  own."  Mrs  Bampton  says.  “We 
joined  up  about  a  year  ago.  and  1  have  y 
been  able  to  show  her  how  everything 
works,  and  she  is  always  on  hand  to  help 
out  if  I’ve  got  a  problem  with  the  children 
or  we  want  to  go  on  holiday." 

The  only  doud  on  the  horizon  for  the 
entrepreneurs  in  the  Meon  Valley  is  the 
increase  in  EC  directives.  In  the  early 
years  members  dealt  with  milk  surpluses 
by  producing  everything  from  yoghurt 
and  cheese  to  ice-cream,  but  increasingly 
strict  hygiene  regulations  meant  many 
were  unable  to  cany  on.  “You  can  no 
longer  sell  ‘green’  milk,  as  opposed  to 
pasteurised,  which  predudes  some  mem¬ 
bers  from  sharing  homemade  produce." .. 
Evelyn  Green  says.  “What  used  to  be  so/ 
easy  ten  years  ago,  is  now  riddled  withf 
restrictions.  It’S  a  similar  story  wi 
meat  ' 

“If  you  take  your  beasts  to  an  abatto 
you  aren't  guaranteed  to  get  your  or 
meat  back,  because  everything  is  done 
masse.  Because  of  that,  most  memfr 
now  use  home  slaughterers:  but  if 
animal  is  slaughtered  at  home  you  ar 
allowed  to  sell  the  meat,  which  peo 
used  to  do  to  cover  some  of  their  cosj. 
Now  some  people  share  ownership  ofla 
steer,  but  the  European  directives  ' 
made  everything  more  tricky." 

The  Meon  Valley  group  won’t  all 
such  legalities  to  restrict  their  activnes, 
and  new  members  are  joining  all  the 
time.  “Once  you’ve  experienced  the 
satisfaction  of  self-sufficiency,  you’ll  lev- 
er  want  to  go  bade  to  any  other  wa;  of 
life,"  Mrs  Green  says. 

Surbiton  never  had  it  so  good. 


HULTDN  DEUTSCH 


Readers  fear  country  life  is  threatened  by  declining  numeracy  —  how  will  farmers  count  the  moles? 

Dilemmas 
without 
number 


JANESENCER 


Out  of  a  pile  of  letters 
received  in  the  last 
month  —  thank  you 
—  there  is  one 
drawing  our  attention  to  yet 
another  great  rural  tradition 
that  is  about  to  disappear 
down  the  rathole  of  technol¬ 
ogy.  This  one  is  of  the  mind 
rather  than  the  hands,  but  no 
less  important  1  shall  not 
reveal  it  at  this  stage  lest  you 
be  too  shaken  to  continue 
raiding,  but  I  stress  that  it  is 
as  vital  to  the  numeracy  of  the 
nation  as  any  com pu termed u- 
cation  election  promise. 

Let  me  tell  you  first  about  a 
1930s  booklet  I  have,  called 
Farm  Reckoning ,  which  was 
an  aid  for  those  having  to  do 
sums  in  their  heads.  The  only 
flaw  in  this  booklet  is  that  the 
laws  of  nature  often  take 
precedence  over  the  principles 
of  mathematics.  Anyone  who 
grows  anything  knows  that 
the  answer  to  "how  many 
beans  make  five?"  depends  on 
whether  the  crows  have  any¬ 
where  to  go  for  breakfast  other 
than  the  field  where  you  have 
sown  the  bean  seed.  When  this 
booklet  poses  questions  such 
as.  “A  small  Dock  of  14  hens 
laid  2,730  eggs  in  a  year.  What 
was  the  average  annual  yield 
of  each  bird?"  The  correct 
answer  is  not  necessarily  the 
mathematical  one.  Something 
along  tiie  lines  of  “all  depends  " 
might  be  nearer  the  truth. 

But  Mr  Thompson  of  Hol¬ 
combe  near  Bath,  Somerset, 
draws  our  attention  to  a  more 
modem  threat  to  rural 
numeracy.  He  writes: 

Has  it  occurred  toyou  that  the 
placing  of  mechanical  or  elec¬ 
tronic  scoreboards  next  to 
dartboards  in  pubs  will  also 


DOWN  TO  EARTH 


RAUL  HEINEY 

do  away,  eventually,  with  a 
traditional  skill?  The  most 
innumerate  peasant  used  to 
be  able  —  without  hesitation 
—  to  subtract  any  number 
from  301  and  announce  the 
possible  combinations  that 
would  lead  to  a  finish  as 
surely  as  the  expert  can  in  TV 
darts  competitions. 

He  is,  of  course,  right  Learn¬ 
ing  to  do  such  calculations  was 
tiie  first  step  along  a  bumpy 
road  which  eventually  leads  to 
a  foil  understanding  of  the 
average  yield  of  a  small  flock 
of  hens.  A  campaign  to  eradi¬ 
cate  the  electronic  scoreboard 
might  therefore,  be  time  well 
spent  But  more  broadly,  is 
the  preservation  of  village  life 
a  worthy  cause?  It  is  widely 
assumed  that  it  is,  but  Sir  Neil 
Pritchard,  writing  from  Dagl- 
ingworth  near  Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire,  offers  an  in¬ 
teresting  view.  He  writes: 

The  earlier  raison  d'etre  of 
villages  has,  of  course,  disap¬ 
peared.  But  it  has  not  left  a 
vacuum;  it  has  been  replaced 
by  “ commuter  settlements,  re¬ 
tirement  enclave S"  etc.  with- 


The  traditional  rural  skill  of  being  able  to  subtract  any  number  from  301  without  hesitation  has  been  undermined 
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out  which  the  village  would 
have  been  deserted  years  ago. 

Why  should  it  be  assumed 
that  these  are  evil,  nihilistic, 
giving  no  new  life?  1  retired  to 
this  village  20  years  ago:  / 
have  been  active  in  many 
village  activities.  Is  it  self- 
evident  that  it  would  have 
been  better  for  the  village  if  I 
had  been  shuffled  off  to  a 
retirement  home  elsewhere? 

Bringing  villages  “ up  to 
date,  injecting  new  life,  fact  ti¬ 
des  and  work  opportunities " 
sounds  a  bit  like  “ make-our- 
vtilage-a-mi mature-town".  Is 
this  necessarily  a  good  thing? 
The  future  of  villages  requires 
serious  thought,  not  woolly- 
minded  shibboleths  and  cli¬ 
ches  which  do  not  acquire 
validity  from  repetition. 

I  offer  you  that  letter  in  the 
hope  of  farther  suggestions  on 
the  revitalisation  of  villages: 
no  cliches  allowed. 

Finally,  we  must  return  to 
moles:  creatures  for  which  I 
expressed  some  admiration  at 
their  skilful  burrowing  and 
their  ability  to  bring  to  the 
surface  the  crumbliest  soil 
from  deep  within  the  tough  old 
land.  Meg  Kingston  writes  to 
me  of  an  invention  for  catch¬ 
ing  moles  alive  and  thereby 
ridding  oneself  of  them,  but 
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allowing  the  mole  his  freedom 
to  labour  elsewhere.  She  first 
of  all  raises  a  philosophical 
point  when  she  notes  that  we 
always  talk  of  moles  invading 
“our  garden"  when  it  is  just  as 
much  the  mole's  garden. 

Anyway.  Mrs  Kingston 
sends  me  a  cutting  from  her 
local  newspaper  which  offers  a 
“Live  Catch  Mole  Trap".  I 
rang  Nigel  Shearing  of  Long- 
Meadow  (the  manufacturer) 
hoping  that  he  had  a  way  of 
easing  my  conscience  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  tiie  pests.  He  has.  It  is 
a  re-invention  of  a  17th-century 
trap  originally  carved  of  wood. 
It  consists  of  two  tubes  with  a 
one-way  door  at  either  end.  He 
explained  what  you  do: 

Prod  the  ground  with  a  in 
rod  to  find  the  direction  of  the 
mole  run.  They  are  usually 


about  9in  deep.  With  a  spade, 
open  up  the  run  and  place  the 
trap  along  it  making  sure  it 
sits  at  the  bottom  of  the  run 
and  the  mole  hasn’t  got  to 
take  a  step  up.  There's  no  need 
to  cover  it  up. 

Here  comes  the  unsavoury  bit: 

When  moles  are  caught,  they 
get  so  angry  that  they  pee  a 
lot.  What  you  want  to  do  when 
you  catch  your  first  mole  is 
save  a  bit  of  that  pee-ed  on 
soil,  dry  it  and  save  it  for 
future  use.  Next  time  you  want 
to  catch  a  mole,  place  the  trap 
then  take  a  bit  of  twig  and  wet 
the  end  of  it  by  putting  it  in 
your  mouth  . . . 

please  be  careful  to  do  this  in 
the  right  order 

. . .  then  dip  it  in  the  dry,  pee- 
impreg rated  soil  Then  drop 


the  twig  in  the  trap.  Moles  are 
aggressive  little  creatures  and 
ifthey  think  another  mole  has 
been  in  their  run.  they'll 
charge  around  and  be  in  the 
trap  before  you  know  where 
you  are.  And  still  alive. 

This,  of  course,  raises  the 
question  of  what  to  do  next 
Most  towns  and  villages  have 
recycling  sites  for  newspapers 
and  bottles,  but  have  yet  to  see 
a  mole  bank.  Mr  Shearing 
thinks  the  law  allows  you  to 
release  them  anywhere  with 
permission,  and  due  care  and 
attention  to  the  mole’s  future 
prospects.  An  old  meadow 
might  be  best. 

There  again,  we  could  turn 
this  into  a  national  debate  as 
to  where  moles  should  be  sent 
after  being  forcibly  removed 
from  their  homes.  Will  it 
necessarily  be  a  better  life  in  a 
rural  environment  than  it  was 
in  those  town-like  tunnels 
beneath  the  vegetable  bed? 
Could  a  proper  consideration 
of  their  needs  and  neighbour¬ 
hoods  lead  us  to  new  ideas  on 
our  own  rural  problems  of 
retirement  villages,  commun¬ 
ity  spirit,  unwanted  new  struc¬ 
tures  thrown  up  overnight, 
and  how  many  moles  make 
five?  Let  me  know. 

•  LongMeadow,  01747 82S357. 


The  American  blown  ashore 


ON  EASTER  Sunday  I  saw  a  rare  bird  in 
a  somewhat  unlikely  place.  The  bird  was 
a  pied-billed  grebe,  and  the  place  was 
South  Norwood  Lake  in  London,  just 
south  of  Crystal  Palace. 

I  knew  the  bird  was  there,  and  I  walked 
from  Crystal  Palace  station  through  leafy 
streets  to  this  public  pond,  which  is  in  a 
small  park.  People  were  sitting  about 
eating  icecreams,  and  robins  and  even  a 
chiffchaff  were  singing  in  the  flowering 
primus  trees.  At  the  lakeside  I  turned  my 
field-glasses  hopefully  on  to  several  coots 
and  mallards  before  I  saw'  what  I  was 
looking  for  —  a  dumpy  brown  bird 
floating  on  the  water,  with  little  to  remark 
on  except  its  wedge-shaped  white  beak 
with  a  black  stripe  down  it. 

Still,  there  it  was  —  a  pied-billed  grebe. 
If  I  had  been  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic  I  would  hardly  have  looked  at  it. 
because  it  is  found  throughout  the 
Americas.  Here,  though,  only  a  few  have 
been  recorded,  all  of  them  birds  which 
have  been  blown  across  the  ocean.  It  was 
first  seen  in  December,  when  a  local 
birdwatcher  saw  it  emerge  from  the  mist 
over  the  lake.  It  must  have  beat  the  shock 
of  his  life  when  he  realised  this  dingy  ball 
of  feathers  was  not  a  little  grebe  but  a  rare 
transatlantic  vagrant. 


FEATHER  REPORT 


PETTIER  BROWN 


Expert  angler  the  pied-billed  grebe 


Now  it  floated  behind  a  small  island, 
and  farther  round  the  lake  I  found  a 
group  of  twitchers  watching  it,  some  of 
whcrni  had  already  “ticked"  a  little  crake 
in  Kent  earlier  in  the  day.  and  were  a  bit 
blase  about  a  pied-billed  grebe.  However, 
it  was  to  give  us  a  wonderful  show. 

It  was  evidently  quite  at  home  on  the 
lake.  It  was  as  indifferent  to  human 
beings  as  it  was  to  the  Canada  geese  who 
were  creating  a  racket  all  around  iL 
honking  and  rearing  up  and  splashing 


their  heads  into  the  water  as  they  courted. 
After  a  while  it  started  diving.  Now  it 
came  close  in  to  the  shore  and  we  could 
see  all  its  distinctive  features  easily  —  its 
tufty  white  tail  (quite  unlike  the  straight 
stem  of  the  little  grebe,  which  is  like  a  loaf 
of  bread  with  a  slice  cut  off),  its  blade 
forehead,  the  bright  white  ring  round  its 
eye,  and  its  curious  beak. 

On  about  its  sixth  dive,  it  caught  a  fish 
almost  half  as  long  as  itself,  and 
swallowed  it  headfirst.  With  meals  as 
easily  obtainable  as  that,  it  was  not 
surprising  that  it  had  taken  up  residence 
here.  However,  it  is  not  likely  ever  to  get  a 
mate.  The  male  and  female  birds  are 
similar,  so  it  is  not  known  which  sex  this 
one  is,  but  either  way  another  pied-billed 
grebe  is  hardly  likely  to  turn  up  in  South 
Norwood.  This  pied-billed  grebe  may 
have  found  a  comfortable  home  after  its 
adventures  —  but  its  life  is  likely  to  be  a 
lonely  one  from  new  on. 

Derwent  May 

•  What's  about:  Birders—  took  out  for 
swallows  overwater.  Twitchers  —  a  surf  scorer 

at  TiichwelL.  Norfolk;  a  blue-winged  teal  at 
Bawling  Green  Marsh,  Devon:  a  rough-legged 
buzzard  at  Dunsop  Valley.  Lancashire.  Details 
from  Birdline  0891 70O22Z  Calls  cost  40p  a 
minute  cheap  rate,  SOp  at  all  other  rimes. 
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ON  THE  SPOT:  NORTHUMBERLAND 


Rural  recommendations 

The  place:  Dunstanburgh  Castle,  near  Embleton. 

The  view:  Climb  to  the  top  of  the  gatehouse  tower:  east,  the  gny 
sweep  of  the  North  Sea:  north.  Bam  burgh  Castle  and  the  Fane 
Islands:  south,  the  pretty  fishing  village  of  C raster. 

The  appeal:  What  is  more  romantic  than  a  ruined  castli? 
Northumberland  is  crowded  with  castles  but  this  is  the  best  aid 
most  isolated. 

Aficionados:  Turner  was  a  fan:  his  are  the  finest  and  mox 
majestic  views  of  die  castle.  Seagulls  enjoy  the  high  cliffs  tha 
serve  as  the  castle's  seaward  battlement  ; 

Historical  interest:  With  its  walls  enclosing  il  acres,  it  is  thf 
largest  castle  in  England.  Built  in  1313  by  Thomas,  Earl  o' 
Lancaster,  it  was  the  stronghold  of  John  of  Gaunt  (1340-99)  aftei 
his  return  from  the  Hundred  Years’  War:  from  here  he 
effectively  ruled  England. 

Time  of  day!  time  of  year  to  visit:  Winter  when  the  howling 
winds  recall  the  ghosts  of  vanished  knights.  I  have  gone  al 
midnight,  too.  when  the  full  moon  makes  the  castle  spookil 
splendid;  English  Heritage,  however,  won’t  let  you  in  at  night 
How  to  get  there:  No  access  by  car.  Park  at  Craster  and  walk  1 
miles  north  along  the  tops  of  the  dunes,  or  park  at  Embleton  ar 
walk  about  the  same  distance  south,  first  along  the  deserte . 
white  beach,  then  along  the  dunes. 

OS  reference:  260221. 

Also  nearby:  Fine  crab  sandwiches  to  be  had  in  the  Joty 
Fisherman  at  Craster.  Dunstanburgh  Castle  Golf  Com ; 
(dubhouse  in  Embleton)  is  a  fine  links  course  designed  by  Jam  s 
Braid  and  is  open  to  non-members. 

Erica  Wagner 


THE  TIMES  & 

Gardening  forum 

with  Tim  Smit 
and  Penelope 
Hobhouse 

READERS  are  invited  to  a  forum  with  two  of  Britain's  leading 
gardeners.  Tim  Smit  and  Penelope  Hobhouse,  on  Tuesday. 
April  i5  at  7-30pm  at  the  Royal  Geographical  Society, 
IKensmgton  Gore.  London  SW7.  Chaired  by  Stephen  Anderton, 
The  Times  Gardener,  the  forum  marks  the  publication  of 
Hobhouse  s  book.  Garden  Designs  (Frances  Uncola  £25)  and 
Snurt  The  Los/  Gardens  of  Heligan  (Vidor  GoUancz,  £20). 
Questions  will  be  invited. 

Hobhouse,  a  designer,  plantswoman  and  colourist,  will  reveal 
how  she  has  created  a  range  or  successful  gardens,  from  a 
courtyard  garden  in  Paris  to  one  oa  a  windswept  Scottish  island. 

^haeolog^record  producer  and  composer, 
wiU  teU  of  his  discovery  and  recreation  of  the  magnificent 
Victorian  gardens  at  Heligan  in  Cornwall.  Tickets  at  £10. 

and  to  unemployed,  with  ID. 
E75(flindude  £2  off  both  books,  are  available  by  pluming  0171- 
by  taxing  the  coupon  below  to  017M94 1313  or  0171-287 
on  187pia@hatchardsxo.uk  or  by  sending  the 

WlV  ,t0  Hatchards.  187  Piccadilly. 

a?Ha£imx£  L  ^  arc  8,50  available  personal  callere 

TH  £  TIM  ES/HATC HARDS  GARDEN  FORUM 
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Zwinger  Palace,  Dresden 


Germany  is  the 
church  organ.  In  the  course  of 
three  days  I  visited  a  church  in 
Torgau  where  an  organist  was 
practising,  attended  morning 
service  in  Wittenberg  and  an 
organ  concert  in  Meissen  Ca¬ 
thedral:  As  if  in  continuing 
celebration  of  the  end  of 
communism,  the  people  of 
Meissen  gather  every  day  at 
noon,  for  about  20  minutes,  to 
listen  to  the  cathedral  organ. 
Organ  recitals  are  also  fre¬ 
quently  held  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  cathedral  in  Dresden. 

The  student  of  geography 
will  know  what  else  these 
towns  have  in  common:  they 
are  all  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Elbe.  I  was  on  a  seven-day 
cruise  an  the  MV  Dresden. 
downriver  as  Jar  as  Magde¬ 
burg,  then  upstream  from 
Dresden  through  the  moun¬ 
tainous  region  of  “Saxon  Swit¬ 
zerland**  and  into  the  Czech 
Republic  We  were  well  looked 
after  and  well  fed,  and  if  the 
passing  landscape  was  on 
occasion  uninspiring,  there 
were  always  herons  and  storks 
along  the  riverbank. 

Our  first  stop  was  Witten¬ 
berg,  where  almost  every  his¬ 
toric  building  commemorates 
Martin  Luther.  Catholic  visi¬ 
tors  to  the  Lutherhalle  may 
feel  overwhelmed  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  pictures  and  manu¬ 
script';  in  celebration  of  his 
life;  but  the  Renaissance-tiled 
oven  which  the  great  man 
apparently  used  is  an  impres¬ 
sive  sight  Next  door,  the 
curious  finger-gabled  house 
occupied  by  Luther's  contem¬ 
porary,  Philip  Melanchthon. 
is  now  overhung  by  cranes. 

The  building  work  in  this 
part  of  Germany  Is  another 
testament  to  its  emergence 
from  die  dark  night  of  commu¬ 
nism.  It  is  not  only  new 
buildings  that  are  going  up  in 
every  town,  but  churches  and 
historic  monuments  that  are 
being  restored.  Most  notably, 
die  great  domed  Frauenkirche 
in  Dresden,  destroyed  by 
bombing  in  1945.  is  being 
rebuilt  at  a  cost  of  some  £70 
million  and  over  a  period  of 
ren  years.  In  Magdeburg, 
which  was  another  victim  of 
Allied  "area  bombing"  at  the 
end  of  the  war.  the  ruined  St 
Johanniskirche  is  also  to  be 
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Dresden  from  the  Elbe.  The  city  used  to  be  known  as  “Baroque  Florence"  and,  although  it  was  very  heavily  bombed  during  the  war.  it  has  been  restored  to  something  approaching  its  former  glory 


restored,  as  a  museum, 
though  many  wanted  h  left  as 
a  war  memorial. 

On  either  side  of  its  bomb- 
scarred  twin  towers  the  soul¬ 
less  monuments  to  Stalinism 
—  flat-roofed  office  and  apart¬ 
ment  blocks  —  are  grotesque. 
Magdeburg  used  ro  be  known 
as  the  greyest  of  the  grey  cities 
of  East  Germany:  now  some  of 
the  worst  examples  of  commu¬ 
nist  construction,  such  as  the 
featureless  rows  of  one-room 
flats  in  the  cathedral  square  — 
are  to  be  demolished.  The 
cathedral  is  the  largest  in 
eastern  Germany,  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  Gothic  edifice  which  lost 
most  of  its  stained  glass  in  the 
Thirty  Years'  War  but  escaped 
serious  damage  in  1945.  Per¬ 
haps  it  was  protected  by  the 
spirit  of  Edith,  the  English 
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wife  of  the  10th-century  Em¬ 
peror  Otto  the  Great  whose 
elaborate  tomb  is  behind  the 
altar.  Among  the  remarkable 
sculptures  in  the  cathedral  is  a 
striking  wooden  memorial,  by 
Ernst  Barlach,  to  the  dead  of 
the  First  World  War.  In  the 
1980s  it  became  a  focus  for 
prayers  for  reconciliation  and, 
in  1989.  for  the  peaceful  mass 
demonstrations  which  preced¬ 
ed  the  breaking  down  of  rite 
Berlin  Wall. 

From  Magdeburg,  capital  of 
Saxony-Antialt  and  only  75 
miles  from  Berlin,  we  turned 
south  to  Torgau,  where  Ameri¬ 
can  and  Soviet  troops  met  on 
the  banks  of  the  Elbe  on  April 
25.  1945.  Here  also  is  the  first 
Pratesiant  church  (built  in  the 
1540s  and  consecrated  by  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther)  which  has  recently 
been  given  a  new  organ.  The 
church  is  within  the  precincts 
of  a  renaissance  castle,  with  a 
bear  pit  at  its  entrance  that  is 
once  again  inhabited  by  bears. 

Having  stopped  at  Meissen 
—  to  admire  the  cathedral,  the 
Albrechtsburg  and  the  glori¬ 
ous  rococo  porcelain  figures  of 
J  J  Kaendler  —  our  cruise  ship 
returned  to  Dresden,  giving  us 
a  day  to  visit  this  stunning  city. 

Despite  carper  bombing  by 
the  RAF  in  February  1945, 
much  of  historic  Dresden  —  it 
used  to  be  known  as  “Baroque 
Florence"  —  has  been  and  is 
still  being  restored  to  some¬ 
thing  approaching  its  former 
glory.  The  Zwinger  palace, 
though  badly  damaged,  was 
rebuilt  soon  after  the  war.  Its 
fabulous  art  collection  had 
been  removed  from  Dresden 
for  the  duration.  The  opera 
house  was  reopened  more 
than  a  decade  ago. 

The  Residenzschloss  (the 
Palace  of  the  Electors  and 
Kings  of  Saxony)  is  now  being 
renovated,  and  the  jewel  in 
Baroque  Dresden's  crown,  the 
Frauenkirche.  will  once  again 
dominate  the  city  skyline.  It  is 
surely  impossible  not  to  be 
moved  by  the  sight  of  Dresden 
today.  More  than  half  a  centu¬ 
ry  after  it  was  demolished  by 
Allied  bombers,  blackened 
stone  walls  and  church  towers 


still  bear  witness  to  the  terrible 
firestorm  that  swept  through 
the  city  in  1945,  killing  more 
than  50,000  people,  many  of 
them  refugees  from  the  east. 
Around  the  ruin  of  the 
Frauenkirche.  devastated  buil¬ 
dings  still  stand,  within  yards 
of  a  Hilton  hotel. 

As  the  ship  moved  away 
from  the  quay,  we  passed 
another  survivor  from  the 
wartime  air-raid  —  one  of 
eight  paddle  steamers,  more 
than  100  years  old,  which  are 
still  in  operation. 


Upstream  we  came  to 
the  grandiose 
Schloss  Pillnitz. 
which  has  two  “ori¬ 
ental''  palaces  and  an  English 
garden  where  red  squirrels 
play.  It  was  built  for  Augustus 
the’ Strong  by  the  same  archi¬ 
tect,  Marthaeus  Pppelmann. 
who  designed  the  Zwinger. 
Then  we  were  into  the  strange 
landscape  of  Saxon  Switzer¬ 
land  —  vertical  projections  of 
rock  and  deep  gorges. 

Wartime  memories  were 
never  far  away:  built  into  a 
rock  above  the  Elbe,  the 
Konigstein  fortress.  Colditz- 
like  in  its  appearance,  served 
as  a  prisoner-of-war  camp  in 
both  world  wars.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  the  pretty 
village  of  Hohnstein  is  known 
as  the  centre  of  puppet-mak¬ 
ing  —  and  as  the  site  of  a 
concentration  camp  for  polit¬ 
ical  detainees  in  the  1930s. 

Our  cruise  continued  a  short 
way  into  the  Czech  Republic  — 
the  Elbe  rises  near  the  Polish 
border  and  flows  east  of 
Prague  —  before  we  turned  for 
home.  It  was  a  surprise  to 
learn  that  we  had  covered  little 
more  than  a  third  of  the  river's 
total  length  of  725  miles.  The 
Elbe  is  the  third  longest  river 
of  middle  Europe  (after  the 
Danube  and  the  RhineJ:  now 
that  it  has  emerged  from 
behind  the  Iron  Curtain,  it  is 
well  worth  getting  to  know. 

Simon  Courtauld 

•  The  author  was  a  guest  of 
Peter  Dei  I  matin  River  and  Ocean 
Cruises. 


Mother  Russia  has  been  blessed  with 
numerous  vast  rivers,  lakes  and  inland  seas 
which  from  the  earliest  of  rimes  were  the  first 
und  natural  highway*.  The  adding  of  canals 
to  these  natural  assets  allow  us  to  travel  great 
distances  from  the  remote  forests  of  Karelya  to 
Moscow' and  beyond  aboard  comfortable  river 
vessels  which  make  for  a  perfect  moving  hoieL 
^his  H  night  river  voyage  links  the 
great  cities  of  the  Tsars.  Kutsu’t  two  most 
famous  cities  are  also  the  greatest  repositories 
of  Russian  art  and  architecture.  Moscow,  the 
medieval  and  20lh  century  capital  has  a 
wonderful  heritage  of  early  buildings,  while 
St  R?lcrsi»urg,  the  creation  of  Ffeter  the  Great, 
benefited  from  the  inspi  ration  of  Europe’s 
greatest  1 8th  century  archiletiaand  craftsmen. 

'J'hree  rewarding  dors  will  be  spent  in 
each  of  these  great  cities.  In  between  we  will 
cruise  Lbc  intricate  pattern  of  connecting 
rivers,  conak  and  lakes  that  link  St  Petersburg 
with  Moscow.  Having  explored  the  wonder*. of 
the  city,  we  will  sail  through  the  enchanting 
countryside  with  its  tranquil  and  lime  leva 
quality  which  huv  so  inspired  writers  and 
musicians  over  the  centuries. 
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THE  MS  KRASIN 

'J'his  sleek,  modern  riverwrutw  vessel 
was  built  in  Ccrmony  in  1989  and  is  under 
a  long  term  charier  to  a  Californian  based 
company  Unlike  many  river  vessels  in 
Russia  the  ‘Krasin*  is  only  available  in  ihe 
UK  and  USA.  English  is  the  only  language 
used  on  board,  thereby  avoiding  seemingly 
endless  announcement  in  other  languages. 
The  vessel  was  completely  refurbished  in 
1995  with  quality  imported  furnishings  and 
the  public  rooms  which  include  three 
lounges,  bars  and  a  splendid  concert  hall 
arc  the  finest  afloat  in  Russia  today. 

There  is  accommodation  for  up  to 
250  pa«engere  and  all  cabins  have  outside 
views,  shower  artd  toifeL  Upgraded  meals  are 
prepared  under  the  supervision  of  a  Western 
chef  and  complimentary  wine  is  served  with 
dinner.  The  ship  provisioned  with  Wrslrrn- 
stylc  amcnilic*  imported  from  the  USA. 


THE  ITINERARY 

DAY  1  London -Si  IVuribnrg  by  scheduled  flight*. 
Drive  la  ihe  MS  Krasin  nod  embark. 

DAY  2  St  Petersburg  Morning  city  rxrunaon 
including  the  ftiw  and  Riul  Fortraav  Afternoon 
wunwn  to  the  great  Rococo  Mare  of  Pushkin, 
buih  for  the  Empress  Elizabeth. 

DAY  SSt  fttrruburg  Morning  vial  lo  ihe 
Hermitage  Museum.  AJteronon  bnr.  Evening  haJJei 
performance  at  ihe  Hermitage  Theatre  in  the 
Winter  Rtlsne. 

DAY  4- Si  Petersburg  Day  free  until  Ute  afternoon 

-ailing. 

DAY  5  Lake  Ladoga  A  relaxing  day  rrvbang  across 
this  van  lake. 

DAY  6  KJxhi  ■  IVlroravodsW  Today  wn  will 
rail  across  Lake  Onega,  making  a  stop  at  the 
beautiful  bland  of  KizhL  Visii  the  hn poring 
22  domed  Churrii  of  the  Transfiguration,  a  marvel 
of  18th  ecu  lory  Russian  wooden  architecture. 

In  the  evening  we  will  moke  a  call  at  IVuwnudxk. 
the  capital  of  Kareliya. 

DAY  7  While  Lake  Cruising  the  While  lab  and 

thcUilga. _ 

DAY  8  Irma  We  will  moor  in  this  pretty  rivrrwdr 
setllrmeiU.  Explore  thr  rourt ryridc  wi  fool  and 
enjoy  a  Ruwiiin  barbecue  by  ihe  rivet 

DAY  9  Yaroslav!  VTsil  ifii-  well  preserved  'Golden 
Kin*'  rrty  and  r*r  the  magnifier nl  Church  of  Elijah. 


DAY  10  Kostroma  <Vne  of  die  loveliest  ritiv  of  t/ir 
‘Golden  Ring'  und  home  lo  lb*  noble  fatnilhw  uf 
CoduiMW  and  Romanov. 

DAY  U  llgiich  A  delightful  'Golden  Kin*'  riit,  its 
skyline  is  dominated  by  the  blue  and  gold  cupolas 
of  the  cathedral 

DAY  12  Moscow  Morning  un  ihr  Muorow  Canal. 
Arrive  Moscow  at  lunch  time.  \flenir*,n  oily  drive. 
Evening  visit  lo  the  Vfo*r>jw  Cirrus. 

DAY  13  Moscow  Morning  vhH  id  the  Kremlin 
including  the  Cue  mllcrtion  «f  imftrna]  regalia  in 
the  Armoury  Museum.  Afternoon  free. 

DAS’  14  Moscow  Morning  rvurrirm  to  .Sergiev 
FbwxL  Afternoon  free.  Evening  mnrrrt- 

DAY  15  Moscow  Disembark  in  thr  morning. 

Tune  for  shopping  and  individual  righLveing. 

After  lunrh  continue  to  airport  for  late  sflernimn 
departure  to  London. 

1997  DEPARTURE  DATES 

25  May:  8*  June;  13  July 
27+ July;  31  Angtim  I  t- September 


IN  TWIN  BEDDED  CABIN 

Lower  deck  £1395  Boat  deck  £1795 

Main  dock  £158(1  Suite  Goal  deck  £230.5 

Upper  deck  £1670  Single  Butt  deck  £1995 

Prim  subfret  to  ainharge.  IVrl*  nubjrei  to  change. 

*  Three  departure  1U17  operate  in  reuexe  under  miling 
fnim  Moscow  to  St  tarrrimrp. 

f  Thi.  date  afao  uperadre  >a  ihe  mow  order  frum  Mumtum 
In  S  rWiTr-Uirg  and  u>  one  da  -hurter  II  night  lew,  in 
St  (tombing)-  rtednrl  £79  per  prr*Mi  foqn  all  grade-. 

Price  includes  Economy  doA>  air  travel, 
aoroaunodaiion  and  full  board  on  ihr  MS  Krasin, 
wine  with  dinner.  «hore  cxru ftfoR*.  entrance  foes, 
ballnt  and  conrert  pertnrmanre  and  a  virii  In 
Mttacow  Qreiiv  pon  Uuh.  l.K  departure  hue.  local 
guides  Guest  Speaker  and  Cnuw  Diniior. 

Not  included:  Travel  i tut t retire.  RtuMan  viva, 
optional  evramnnt-s  lips  to  crew. 


Please  telephone  Ul7)-4f)9  0376  (7  Jays  a  week) 


l  WOBlf  [inilffr 


II CHABIE5  STREET.  MAYFAIR,  LONDON  WlX  Bl£ 
TafWONE  0171 -4C»  0376  FACSIMILE  DlTl-AWOKW 
24  HOOK  BROCHURE  ANSWETPHC3NE  017V355  U34 
ATCA3HM  -ABTAV321X 


WEEKEND  SATURDAY  APRIL  5  1997 


TRAVEL 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL- 
0171 481  1989  (TRADE) 
0171 481 4000  (PRIVATE) 
FAX:  0171 782  7824 


Because  we  think  the  world  of  you 


current  best  buys  on  the  world's  finest  airlines 


(Ml  Bras) 

SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

SAIGON 

TOKYO 


mcMF  ssun 
tom 

£297  £569 
£325  £594 
£363  £599 
£363  £595 
£238  £395 
£388  £492 
£242  £399 
£249  £415 
£297  £495 
£275  £495 


NEW  YORK 
BOSTON 


IDS  ANGELES 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

LAS  VEGAS 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

CARIBBEAN 


£122  £189 
£149  £195 
£165  £221 
£217  £256 
E217  £256 
£256  £256 
£256  E256 
£143  E215 
£265  £287 
£243  £265 


MEXICO  CfTY 

MANILA 

DELHI 

JO'BURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 


DUBAI 
CAIRO 

AROUND  THE  WORU)  £742 


oos  way  mm 

£251  £282 
£274  E449 
£198  £341 
£277  £365 
£297  £468 
£297  £489 
£197  £319 
£182  £283 
£122  £204 


TRAIL 


ERS  >-)- 


worldwide  attention  to  detail 


the  travel  experts 


CALIFORNIA  SUMMER  SPECIAL 

LOS  ANGELES  £499  RETURN  WITH  VIRGIN 
JULY  AND  AUGUST  DEPARTURES 
PLUS  50°o  OFF  TRAVEL  INSURANCE  FOR  UP  TO  17  DAYS  COVER. 

BOOKINGS  MUST  BE  MADE  BY  30  APRIL 


For  the  real  iowdown  on  worldwide  | 
travel,  Trai [finders  is  your  one  stop 
travel  stop. 

Traflfinders  offers  more  low  cost 
flights  to  mors  destinations  than 
anyone.  Experts  in  airfares  since 
1970,  we  can  tailor-make  your  very 
own  package  with  up  to  65%  discount 
on  hotels  and  car  hire  worldwide. 


plus  discounted  quality  accommodation  per  room  per  night  from 


AUSTRALIA  £36  ■  USA  £31  •  AFRICA  £37  •  PACIFIC  £42  •  ASIA  £30 
USA  CAR  HIRE  FROM  E12  Pffl  DAY  ■  CALL  NOW  FOR  OUR  WORLDWIDE  OR  NORTH  AMERICA  TAILDRMADE  BROCHUIff 


HOTELS-  Glff^ 


OfS*5 


& 


FOR  YOUR  FREE  COPY  OF  THE 
NEW  TRAtLFIHDER  MAGAZINE 
CALL  Q171-93S  3366  ANYTIME 


Ann.  1458  IXTA  ABTAG9701 


42-50  Earls  Court  Road  •  LONDON  W8  6FT 
Long  Haul  Flights:  0171-938  3366 

194  Kensington  High  Street  •  LONDON  WB  7RG 
Long  Haul  flights:  0171-938  3939 
first  &  Business  Class:  0171-938  3444 

215  Kensington  High  Street  •  LONDON  WB  6BD 
Transatlantic  &  European:  0171-937  5480 
22-24  The  Priory  Queensway  •  BIRMINGHAM  B4  6BS 
Worldwide  Flights:  0121-236 1234 
48  Com  Street  •  BRISTOL  BS1  THQ 
Worldwide  Flights:  0117-929  9000 
254-284  Sauchiehall  Street  *  GLASGOW  G2  3EH 
Worldwide  Flights:  8141-353  2224 
58  Deansgate  -  MANCHESTER  M3  2FF 
Worldwide  flights:  0161-839  KM 
First  &  Business  Class:  0161-839  3434 


All  aur  she?;".  arc  oae."  Mon-Sfil  S-5p~  •  Timurs  9- Turn  •  Sun  T 0 - 5 p ~ 


Trailfinders  does  not  impose  charges  on  credit  cards 


.  W*' 


1S°D 


/A' 


Dar-es  Salaam  fr£393 

Entebbe  £393 

Lagos  £370 

Johannesburg  £420 


/fp  F 

■» 


Accra 

Cairo 

Lusaka 

Harare 

Lilongwe 


.  people  think  the  world  of  us! 


Algg  SPECIAL  CLUB  CLASS 

£5°o  !  NAIROBI  DIRECT . £  1 485 


£500  BOMBAY/DELHI  £880  BANGKOK  £1325 

;  MIDDLE  FAST 


ASIA 


Bombay/Dellri 

Bangkok 

Singapore 

Seoul 

Beijing 

Tokyo/Osaka 


fr  £380 
£415 
£400 
£420 
£325 
£510 


NAIROBI  ^£31 5 

MANCHESTER  to  ^  jw- 

MOMBASA  £350 
MOMBASA  ^£290 


> 


USCOOmSAUOON  INSURANCE.  CRSMTCARD  SUKHMGESA1TUCABL& 


EUROPE 


I  SYDNEY /MELBOURNE /BRISBANE  £695  -  PERTH  £670  I 

FREE  STOPOVERS  ON  ROUTE  I  ,1  l.tM 

MANY  MORE  DESTINATIONS  AVAILABLE  I  ■  !!  hi  malAg.WHi. 


ABERDEEN 

GLASGOW 

EDINBURGH 

INVERNESS 


from 

£29 

£29 

£29 

£29 


AMSTERDAM  £35 

NICE  £49 

BARCELONA  £49 

Ail  bres  single  exd.  tax  from  LorxJonkiion  Airport 

easyJet 

Call  01582  700  058  anytime 


iDVENTURE  TRAVEL  AND  FLIGHTS  AT  AFFORDABLE  PRICES 


»  -  CURRENT  BEST  BUYS  -  Siter/t t/ 

a/W  KIN  O/W  KIN  <VW  KIN 

smwr - O1OU0K  SMGMP0KE_£34a_£3fS  HNMKE _ OM-fittS 

CMN _ OTO_£5*S  HONOKCMOJMO  WO  JOHJRG _ ftM-CMS 

huh _ imp  mt  mom _ cms-mm  ok  town _ an^Buo  -» junAni 

MJCXLMO em_£S90  BAU _ &M- £KO  MBOOOCBT— £215-019  NAiKMDI 

mm _ civouaw  saigon _ mo„raao  robuwmmm um .  'riaiALi  . 

BOMBAY. _ B*O_£n0  CARO _ CKV_£ZW  TORONTO _ £B»_£230  •H5’- 

MACHS  ww  KJN8— .«7a_£S44  MW  YORK £K9_£tf9  *  NMVr*PP 


£349™ 


COUOMBQ _ OA&JD77  TOKYO _ fflOJfttO  IBS  AN6BB— £2»„£25T 

BANGKOK _ 4Z20-CMS  NHROBt _ £2W_£ST9  MMMKKR_J210 

-  AROUND  THE  WORLD  - 

London  *  MankoCUy  ★  Los  Angolas  *  Sydney  ★  Hong  Kong  *  London  *  £775 1 
Mwftwryou  oBholdmfcg  ondKnfl  hen^vrauld  Be  to  go  sMgH  orwii  a  bred;  al  NaBnum  Trawl 
we  cfa-mcwBghls  via  mandestoaloniddfierigNpioes  to  sut  your  nqwEmentsL 


LONG  HAUL:  0171  937  5122  TRANSATLANTIC  &  EUROPE:  0171  937  2654 


52  EAf&S  COURT  ROAD,  KENSMGTOH.  LONDON  W86£J 
OPBfc  MONDAY  TO  FMOAY  9AM-6PNL  SATURDAY  KMM-2PM 


★  USA  AND 
CANADA  * 


★New  York 

Iran  £189 

★Boston 

fron£200 

★Baltimore 

froa  £200 

hilurTisirnra 

from  £205 

★WMhingtDO 

isEsa 

★Miami 

ton  £230 

★Chicago 

Iran  £230 

★Orlando 

★Daflas 

(ran  £230 

★Sastte 

Iran  £250 

★San  Francisco 

from  £250 

★ire  Angela 

Ban  £250 

♦Toronto  from  £175 


♦  Montreal 


♦  Calgary 


fa- £184 
tram  £245 


♦Vancouver  from  £245 


*  *  SPECIAL  OFFER  *  * 

TORONTO  £175 


Eclfpse 


Our  fares  are 
ridiculously  small. 


AMSTERDAM  from 


£69  return 


BELFAST  from 

£65  return 

BERGEN  from 

£145  return 

BRUSSELS  from 

£76  return 

DUBLIN  from 

£69  return 

EDINBURGH  from 

£62  return 

FRANKFURT  from 

£128  return 

GLASGOW  from 

£62  return 

GOTHENBURG  from 

£205  return 

NICE  from 

£149  return 

OSLO  from 

£163  return 

PALMA  from 

£180  return 

PARIS  from 

£79  return 

PRAGUE  from 

£164  return 

ZURICH  from 

£99  return 

Return  Cues  few  London  Heathrow. 

Contact  your  local  trawl  agent  or  esa  for  tMtuTs  on 

0345 

554554 

M  British  Midland 

The  Airline  for  Europe 

SarcM  bn  Ml*  tm  HfeeM  Acs  rod  H0K.  SOfed  la  MilHW  tad 
Ml  kttfefe  *  5»*y**«  tor  Itamvo  im  tm  *"el,i  *■*»  ■» 
Ou  HWOlr  tea  U  MUk  Lrc«  BMIM  ItaMb  ter" 
rod  rod  Ovadtagm  «»■«<  ***  ***■ 


10990  329  326 


_  Son  Ites-Spas. 

M Iws  arc  kromimmua  B0«,  tAjaiu  anliWq  aododafe  tktoK  m. 

itrtOoiaUofcfammtoUd.  Aipurpo  waac 


rWORLDWIDE  JOURNEYS  PLC-, 

Americas  Worldwide  Caribbean  Euro  Breaks 
01713882000  01713886000  01713889292  01713880888 


NEW  YORK  fctlM 
WASHINGTON  1« 

BOSTON  199 

CALIFORNIA  2S9 

CHICAGO  US 

DALLAS  239 

LAS  VEGAS  259 

DeUVBt  259 

MIAMI  235 

TAMPA  23S 

TORONTO  159 

VANCOUVBI  259 

CALGARY  2S9 


GATWICK -ORLANDO 

26»£l99*g 


BANGKOK  fr  £319 
CAPETOWN  <70 

DELHI/BOMBAY  JOT 

DUBAI  2S5 

HONGKONG  <29 

JO'BURG  360 

KJJJUMPUR  »9 

MAUfOTTUS  5W 

NAHtOBI  325 

SEOUL  429 

SYDNEY  579 

TOKYO  479 

BUENOS  ARES  455 


ANTIGUA  fr  029 
BAHAMAS  339 

BARBADOS  309 

BERMUDA  389- 

GRB4ADA  329 

aCAYMAN  479 

MONTEGO  BAY  319 
P.  OF  SPAM  379 

SAN  JUAN 
ST.  LUCIA 
ST.  MARTIN 
ST.  VINCENT 
TOBAGO 
VIRGIN  SUES 


379 

319 

429 

399 

319 

439 


AMSTERDAM  1" 
BARCELONA  3~ 
MADRID  2- 
ROME  3’ 

LISBON  3* 
BUDAPEST  2 - 
VIENNA  3* 
DU  BUN  3- 
VEN1CE  2* 
PRAGUE  3- 


fr  £149 
175 
179 
249 
199 
199 
229 
179 
259 
2» 


EUROSTAR 
PARIS  V  fr£lZ9 

WUltB—Nn 

BRUSSELS  3*  fr  125 


lnlnri^-htlpyAirwiw.MwQtaworW.C0t7VJo«IiTKiys  OPEN  SATURDAY  9 -4poi 


MwkiMalAHnNM 
ABrmreore  *nxss37  wax 


IVEWTOBK  i>  Cl  66 
WBSmCOTOK  £195 
BOSltnr  £195 

TORONTO  £216 


csHscaco 


UUSVEGBS 
MEXICO  CZTT 
PTOM 
VAafOOUVEK 

mpia 

saaaiaL 

RSNGBDK 

SDVGBPOBE 

HONGKONG 

TOKYO 


£231 

£251 

£251 


B5A& WORLDWIDE  FLIGHTS 

017  22  22  72  22 
RDSXRKUa  &  NEW  ZE3SUn<D 

0X222  722  227 

BDSHESS &nOTO£SS  01222  7ZZ  H2 
ROONP  THE  TTOBUP  BUZZ  227  222 


[THIS  WEEKS 
SPECIALS 

Hnhta  ir  £236 
Teas  tr  £236 
CaBfBvta  tr£2S6 
JtftziKa  fr£256 

DapBto36Mfl 


LOB  ANOELES  _ 
oinu. 

BANGKOK, 
jorw^, 
MWCALdlB’tnU  E37S 
SSkUPORE^.  -  £375 
'SYDNEY- 
.JAKARTA  . 

TOKYO 


aaaaonal  pfci  hx 


in  MALAGA  ten 
tt»  MN.n 
OtMMGEUES  tW 

Iconenocn  cut  Muu  t7i 

ru*  pmoc  cm 

or  pc* room.  ml 

cn  stooowlm  m 

EM  TUWEr  DM 

ITALY  HI  USA  Ctnf 

MNMO  ms  2U0CH  m 


For  the  holiday  of  a  lifetime 


Umm  akfanta Amb&cMM  and  Naw  Znlmdan  quMRy 
■rtmliABd  Blrfin—  In  Economy  or  BubAic—  Chw. 

•  HOTELS  •TOURS  •  GAR  &  CAJUPER  HIRE 

•CRUISES,  ISLANDS,  OUTBACK  3,  REEFTHfPS 

BRIDGE  THE  W0RLD 
♦0171  734  7447 


CALL  NOW  FOR  OUR  BROCHURE 

4  Roger:  P.acc-.  Fo^Tn;  S:rt*<?!.  condor  iV ;  =!  $SH 
Fa*  Cl”*  “3-2  6455  r -• ;  -  . ; . .‘.'a  3 


Direct  Travel  Insurance 


UK's  best 
single  trip 
rates  Hum 
EUR  e6j38 
USA  £14.63 
SN  Cl  1 415 


[Worldwide  AnmialMuJti^^P 


01903  893333  2 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


£10 

every  policy  sold 

ItfadfUfimnski  Dfliren 


01243  787835 


C^CUIB 

nDBECT 


Fans 


CAPITAL  FLIGHTS 

OfwnlMytokM 
bibs  Tokay  cas 
CSB  Cypnff  EBB 
CTO  I MM  EK 
EBB  Otoada  GIBB 
£39  NawYaifc  ElflB 
£U9  AwkM>  ESS5 
Wartd  km  raMO  M  Out 
Cv  Mx,  HaNk  and  knnianca 

01712094000. 

MTA  BBS  Md  vm  to  AM  tokfcn 


Prices  from 
New  York  £189 
Florida  £215 
S.Fran’co  £249 
L  Angeles £249  Boston 
Chicago  £230  Denver 
Dallas  £230  Toronto 


Annual  Mult/f  r/p 

T  raveilrt5urance 
Europe  fr  £U8 
Worldwide  fr  £6^ 

inc.  Insurance  PremiufnTax 


Prices  from 
Bangkok  £419' 
Singapore  £399 
Jo’burg  £365 
£189  Australia  £550  Harare  £475 
£249  New  Zealand  £639  Nairobi  £319 
£215  Hong  Kong  £480  India  £325 


FLIGHTBO 


Americas  &  Europe 

0171  757  2000 

Best  Valuer-Air  Fares-Car  Hire-Hotels-lneurance 

1  tares  »re  rGKn  Bjglia,  aAject  to  waaabgty.  BBasaial  &  regloBal  nraptmiaiti.  cj.  smdwmei  &  Imb  wham  ippflcaMt^ 

ASIA  D060Q/V8800. 


AT0L2S62  1ATA 


01^^568^00 

Op«fl  7  days  7am-10pro 


And  GLASGOW 

0141  2041919 


GUARANTEED  LOWEST  AIRFARES  ON  SCHEDULED  AIRLINES 


OPeN  7  DAYS 


fHJ;t-lHU:WAV.-asl 


air  travel  pic 


Flights  &  holidays 
throughout  the  world 


USA  GETAWAYS  2  WORLD  GETAWAYS  I 


Amsterdam  £69  Milan  £109  Boston  £178  N.  Orleans  £276 

Athens .  £139  Paris  £69  Chicago  £252  NewYort  £165 

Budapest  £165  Rome  £129  LA/SFO  £259  Odaodo  £236 

Istanbul  £U9  Tel  Aviv  £169  Miami  £236  Tampa  £260 

Madrid  £99  Zurich  £99  Momreal  £219  Toronto  £224 

0171  629  2700  0171  629  4090 


Bangkok  £345 
Beymg  £359 
Cape  Town  £369 
Delhi  £300 
Hog  Kong  £439 

0171 


629 


Jofrag  £339 
Manila  £432 
Mexico  £299 
Nairobi  £346 
Tokyo  £492 

7890 


AUSTRALIA 


a:e^:de  im 


PERTH 


.VELLr-TC;,® 


■SURAIKE*  CAB  BfflE  «  WIBS  ■  PACKAGE  BOUtMIS  •  SFECUIUSI5  Bl  LAIE  AKAIABUTV  PACKAGES  ft  FUGHT5 


L  L  V  G  0  V  £  f?  N  M  E  •"  7  6  0  L  D  E  0  ■  A  L 


P  T  E  G  -  I  A  i 


eoncunum  on  OMMa  h  bota 
n>  tan  DBA  *  mom  <featt»- 
UaiM.  Dlplanul  Tm»l  MiiIum 
u*.  om-yao  2201.  abta 
2S7Q3  lATA/ATQL  1355. 


■Bestsnjpoirwdwtaf- 
fti  East.  USA  *  non. 

■  Afc  nfl  A  coach  passes. 


AUSTRALIA 

FARES  FROM 

£567 

RETURN 


NEW  ZEALAND 


FARES  FROM 

£653 


mises  mwss 


IBA 

Canada 

TMH-lMdcSdf^Mto 
pKfcags 

1  A«*  Of,  sate,  destination 
•Cud)  faun 

hpiiadsieostDdayaflkdy 


USA 

FARES  FROM- 

£185 

R  F  7  U  H  M 


CAtUADA 

FARES  FROM 

£270 


la  G1420’8838Q  or  0171-287  5S59 


TWVELMC  PUIS- 
A  miqw  ungt  of  wted 

benefits  to  Dialot  your 

touRwycMkr 


AB  the  options,  ton  budget 
to  tb*  mst  kmuriow 


rmnlc  tear  nd 
dgMsceftig  nidue 


ftB*  choke 

KheduMiMMS 


Wtarad  UkMfaite  U 
jnormctiaMiB 
VYEHXIT  ALL 
Car  and  aenpavsn  Wrt, 
coach  Hms  and  hauls 


1RA/BBAG 


OFFICIALLY  APPOINTED 
ofwrnMM  HIGg|iSnK.AlBM.haaU.G0M1W 
52lk9«S&e*tlandOB.Wilfim 
3T3-3T$TbeSiBHL  London  WGB  Off 


AGENT 


«d  (n  <M)|kx  to  awaMqc  «rtakH»  au  tor  MA 


FLIGHT  CENTRE 

WORLDWIDE 

DISCOUNT 

FLIGHTS 


WORLDWIDE 

TRAVEL  INSURANCE 

SAVEONANNUAl.  SINCU  TRIP,  LONG  STAY, 
SKJ  a  CAR  HIRE  LIABILITY  TOP-UP 


W  OV®l?29.?1.^ftEKT  U5A  DESTINATIONS,  FLYDUVE,  1 

r  SPECIAL  WEEKEND  BREAKS,  HOTELS  fr.£Upp  ' 

BUSINESS  &  FIRST  CLASS  FLIGHTS 

CALL  FOR  OUR  1997  BROCHURE 

f- — (NEW  YORK 

£189) — (ORLANDO 

Mil 

" — (CHICAGO 

tZOUJ  iMIAMI 

£230)-  UOS  ANGELES 

HP 

-  (ATLANTA 
Dallas - 

£235)  (S. FRANCISCO 
£230] — (WASHINGTON 

£250) 
£225] — A 

W  0171  8281137^1 


FEATURING:- 

•  Verona 
• Bregenz 
• Macerata 

•  Puccini  Festival 
HOLIDAYS  INCLUDE.- 

•  FREE  excursions  &  visits 

•  Reserved  opera  ticket  for  1  or  2  performances 
(upgrades  available) 

•  Superb  hotel  awrommodation 

•  Travel  by  coach  or  scheduled  flight 

•  Services  of  an  experienced  tour  manager 

FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS  CUP^ THE  COUPON  OR  CALL 

oi  709  839  839 

WEEKDAYS  MOam  ■  7.30pm 

1000am  -  2.00pm 
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Amazonian 

adventures 

A  RAINFOREST  holiday  staying 
as  the  guest  of  a  family  who  have 
set  up  an  ecological  reserve  in  the 
Amazon  (£695  for  seven  days)  is 
offered  by  Imaginative  Travellers 
(0181-742  8612)  in  its  South  Ameri¬ 
can  programme  for  the  truly 
adventurous. 

Other  unusual  trips  include  an 
Inca  Trail  Tour,  camping  in  less 
well-known  sites  (£575  for  eight 
days)  and  a  IfKfay  (£855)  Hidden 
Ecuador  Tour,  visiting  “Cloud 
Forests",  volcanoes,  markets  and 
swimming  holes.  You  stay  in  basic 
hotels,  hostels  and  palm  tree  huts, 
and  travel  by  local  bus.  train  and 
on  foot,  wiil)  porters  or  Hamas 
carrying  the  luggage. 

There  are  opportunities  to  go 
riding,  rafting  and  biking  on  most 
of  the  trips.  Meals,  entrance  fees 
and  local  transporrare  included  in 
the  price,  but  not  international 
flights. 

■  NUT  AS  part  of  an 

ecological  programme,  but 
to  celebrate  a  wedding 
honeymooners  at  the  Pangkor 
Laot  Resort  in  Malaysia  can  take 
part  in  a  tree-planting  ceremony 
in  the  rainforest  with  their 
names  inscribed  on  a  plaque 
which  Is  placed  on  the  tree. 
Offered  by  Asia  wo  rid  (01932 
820050).  the  seven-night  B&B 
holiday  on  a  private  island  costs 
£Z  152  per  couple,  including 
flights. 

Horse  talk 

TWO  NEW  riding  holidays  from 
Andalucia  Trails  (01892  730706) 
are  based  around  local  festivals  in 
May. 

The  seven-night  Jerez  Feria 
centres  on  Europe's  largest 


horsefair.  with  half  the  holiday 
spent  riding  on  beaches,  old 
drover  trails  and  into  the  Sierra  de 
la  Plata,  the  rest  joining  in  the 
celebrations  and  sherry  sampling 
at  the  fair  itself.  The  cost  is  £595, 
fares  excluded. 

On  the  1 4-day  El  Rocio  Ride, 
holidaymakers  ride  along  with 
other  pilgrims  on  horseback,  in 
covered  wagons  or  on  foot,  on  the 
traditional  “Romeria",  following 
an  ancient  trail  through  the  Cofo 
Donana  Nature  Reserve  ro  El 
Rocio  for  the  Feast  of  the  Virgin  of 
Rocio.  Picnics,  dancing  and  feast¬ 
ing  round  campfires  are  part  of 
the  fun.  The  cost  is  £1.295  (£1.095 
for  non-riders),  fares  excluded. 

■  THE  Youth  Hostel 
Association  (YHA)  is 
looking  for  people  over  18  who 
are  able  to  work  from  April  to 
October  in  its  240  hostels.  No 
qualifications  are  required  apart 
from  an  ability  to  deal  with  the 
public  and  assist  with  catering 
and  clerical  work.  The  pay  is 
£335  a  month,  phis  full  board 
and  accommodation.  Details 
from  the  YHA  (01629  822074). 

Irish  sights 


Raleigh  International  is  looking  for  people  to  join  marine  scientists  on  underwater  research  to  help  to  save  coral  reefs  off  Belize 
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CflE  Tours  Interna¬ 
tional  (0990 143910) 
is  offering  one  free 
flight  to  every  two 
holidaymakers 
who  book  before 
April  30  cm  its  new 
eight-day  Hidden  Ireland  coach 
tour  between  May  and  September. 
The  itinerary  includes  sightseeing 
in  Dublin  and  visits  to  the 
Guinness  Brewery  before  heading 
south  to  Galway,  Kill  am  ey  and 
the  National  Stud  Farm.  The  price 
is  from  E620. 

If  you  prefer  travelling  ai  a 
slower  pace,  Stena  Line  (0990 
747474)  can  set  you  up  with  a 
gypsy-style  caravan  and  an  Irish 


draught-cross  mare  of  guaran¬ 
teed  sunny  temperament,  oats, 
instruction  and  suggestions  for 
overnight  stays  at  country  pubs  or 
farmhouses.  The  cos!  for  a  week  is 
from  £338,  which  also  includes 
ferry  crossings  for  a  car.  two 
adults  and  a  child. 

■  LATEST  election  hideaway 
from  Kuoni  (01306  740500) 
is  the  Robinson  Crusoe  “no 
news,  no  shoes'*  island  of  Ari 
Beach,  one  of  the  most  remote 
atolls  in  the  Maldives  where  you 
sleep  in  thatched  huts  with  open 
showers  and  spend  your  days  in 
a  hammock  swinging  between 
palm  trees  on  the  beach, 
occasionally  exerting  yourself 
enough  to  go  night  fishing  or 
diving  among  spectacular 
tropical  fish.  The  price  in  May  is 
£703  half-board  for  a  week. 
Including  flights. 

Florida  homes 

TRADITIONAL  Florida  homes  in 
low-key  destinations,  away  from 
the  razzmatazz  of  the  Orlando 
theme  parks,  are  on  offer  from 
Florida  Vacations  101727  84I56S). 


JILL  CRAWS  HAW’S  TRAVEL  TIPS 


On  the  six-mile  long  Captiva 
I  Island,  clapboard  stilt  houses  are 
,  a  short  boardwalk  from  the  beach 
through  tropical  foliage.  They  cost 
from  £689  for  each  of  five  sharing 
for  a  week.  Other  quaint  man¬ 
sions  are  available  in  Sanibel, 
Naples  and  Marco  Island. 

In  Key  West,  Conch  Homes  cost 
from  EW9  for  each  of  five  people. 
Prices  include  flights  and  basic  car 
Itire  (with  compulsory  “extras"). 

Chateau  nights 

KEYTEL  International  (0171-402 
SIC),  which  acts  as  UK  agent  for 
the  paradors  in  Spain  and 
pousadas  in  Portugal,  now  also 
represents  450  chateaux  through¬ 
out  France. 

Comforts  and  costs  vary  from 
approximately  Fr300~Fr  1.200  (£35- 
£140)  per  double  room  per  night  A 
room  for  two  in 'the  Chateau  du 
Roc  Chautru  in  Perigueux  costs 
Fr259-Fr500  {£30- £59):  at  the  Cha¬ 
teau  Scandaillac  in  Bergerac  3 
night  costs  between  Fr50OFr560 
(£59-166)  and  from  Fr4l0-Fr995 


(E48-EH7)  in  the  Chateau  Pi  al 
Lannec  in  Brittany'S  Trebeurden. 

■  THOSE  staying  near  La 
Pcra,  about  20  miles  from 
Gerona  in  northeast  Spain,  can 
now  visit  the  recently  reopened 
Castillo  de  PuboL  where  Dali 
spent  his  final  years  with  his  wife 
Gala.  Decorated  in  surrealist 
style  with  some  of  the  couple's 
original  furniture,  the  castle  is 
open  until  October  from  1030am 
to  730pm  and  in  November  until 
6pm.  Admission  is  600  pesetas 
(about  £230)  per  person.  Details 
from  the  Spanish  National 
Tonrist  Office  (017W99  0901). 

And  so  to  work 

WORKING  holidays  on  National 
Trust  properties  this  summer 
involve  conservation  work  and 
construction  projects  using  an¬ 
cient  and  traditional  skills. 

At  Ludshon  Common  in  Surrey, 
the  warden  needs  help  to  improve 
the  habitat  for  protected  birds, 
while  on  the  Marsden  Moor  Est¬ 


ate  in  West  Yorkshire,  fit  volunt¬ 
eers  are  needed  to  work  on  moor¬ 
land  restoration,  heather  and 
grass  seed  propagation,  bracken 
control  and  footpath  maintenance. 

Prices  average  £50  for  a  week, 
E20  for  a  short  break  to  cover 
accommodation  and  meals.  For 
details  call  the  NT  Brochureline 
(0891  517751).  Calls  are  charged  at 
50p  per  minute. 

On  a  budget 

ALTHOUGH  there  is  now  no  LTC- 
based  reservation  agency  for  the 
budget  Formule  )  hotel  chain,  a 
list  of  the  431  Formule  1  and  Etap 
hotels  worldwide  is  available  by 
phone  (0181-741  1001)  or  from  the 
French  Government  Tourist  Of¬ 
fice  on  its  France  Information  line 
(0891  244123).  Calls  are  charged  at 
50p  a  minute. 

Modem  and  strictly  functional 
with  a  double  bed.  single  bunk 
and  wash  basin  (but  no  shower  or 
WC).  colour  television  and  alarm 
clock.  Formule  1  rooms  cost  FrlI9. 
Frl29  and  Frl39  (E14.  £15.20  and 
£16.35)  for  one,  two  or  three 
people.  Continental  breakfast 
costs  Fr22  (£2.60). 


TRAVEL  HEWS 


■  WITH  THE  ITALIAN  fire  contin¬ 
uing  to  fall,  package  companies 
specialising  in  Italy  are  pressing  its 
claims  as~  somewhere  to  make 
holiday  spending  money  go  a  long 
way.  Magic  of  Italy,  for  example, 
says  that  a  typical  holidaymaker  in 
Florence  would  spend  only  SOp  on 
an  ice-cream  compared  with  £2.60 
if  he  were  in  Paris;  £5.u0  on  a  pizza 
meal  with  a  beer  compared  with 
£10.40;  and  £17  on  a  three-course 
meal  compared  with  E26. 

■  TOUR  OPERATORS  are  consid¬ 
ering  applying  for  a  judicial  review 
of  the  173  per  cent  Premium  Tax  on 
holiday  insurance  sales  through 
travel  agents  and  tour  operators. 

Desperate  lobbying  by  the  indus¬ 
try  failed  to  persuade  Parliament  in 
its  dying  days  to  amend  the  plans, 
which  means  that  the  tax  on 
insurance  policies  bought  through 
agents  will  be  13.5  per  cent  higher 
than  those  bought  through  bro¬ 
kers,  banks  or  building  societies. 

The  imposition  is  unlikely  to  be  a 
priority1  for  wltichever  party  wins 
the  election  so  an  appeal  to  the 
courts  is  now  seen  as  the  only  way 
to  have  it  withdrawn. 

■  TWENTY  of  Britain’s  attractions 
are  offering  Granny-free  days  dur¬ 
ing  summer. 

Mindful  that  grandparents  are 
now  taking  more  responsibilities 
for  child-care,  the  British  Associ¬ 
ation  of  leisure  Parks.  Piers  and 
Attractions  is  offering  free  admis¬ 
sion  when  accompanied  by  a 
parent  and  child(ren). 

The  offer  is  valid  on  midweek 
days  until  July  IS. 

Those  taking  part  are:  Banham 
zoo:  Blackpool  Pleasure  Beach: 
Blackpool  Tower;  Brean  leisure 
park  in  Burnham.  Somerset; 
Crealy  Park,  Exeter  Dinosaur 
World.  Colwyn  Bay:  Drayton  Man¬ 
or  park  and  zoo.  Staffs:  Dreamland 
Fun  Park,  Margate;  Flamingo! and. 
Maiton.  N.  Yorks;  Frontierland. 
Morecambe  Bay:  Funland  and 
Laserbowl,  London;  Grand  Pa¬ 
rade.  Eastbourne:  Lightwater  Val¬ 
ley  Park,  Ripon;  Loudon  Castle. 
Ayrshire;  Mumbles  Pier.  Swansea; 
New  Metroland.  Gateshead;  Para¬ 
dise  Wildlife  Park.  Herts;  Peter 
Pan’s  Adventure  Playground. 
Southend;  Pieasurdand.  South- 
port;  Rollenvorld.  Colchester 
Sega  world.  London;  Twycrass  zoo. 
Athersione:  West  Midland  safari  & 
leisure  park.  Wicksteed  leisure 
park,  Kettering. 


■  TyT  aren  Brown  must  be 
1^  oneofthemostindefat- 
X^-igable  travellers  of  all 
time.  She  and  her  team  have 
visited  small  hotels  and  bed- 
3 nd -breakfasts  around  half  of 
Europe  and  most  of  Califor¬ 
nia.  and  have  produced  a 
series  of  neat,  dear  guide¬ 
books  giving  their  recommen¬ 
dations,  to  all  of  which  they 
append  the  label  “charming". 

For  example,  they  have  an 
Italy:  Charming  fnns  and 
Itineraries  and  an  Italy: 
Charming  Bed  and  Break¬ 
fasts.  The  first  gives  maps  of 
enjoyable  routes,  such  as  a 
winding  trail  through  the 
northern  lakes  and  mountains 
from  Aosta  to  Venice,  and  fol¬ 
lows  it  up  with  details  and 
line-drawings  of  attractive  ho¬ 
tels.  The  second  has  no  itiner¬ 
aries.  but  picks  out  cheap 
B&Bs  such  as  a  farm  near 
„  Orvieto  with  views  of  (he  Urn- 
-  briun  valley,  2nd  a  farm  out¬ 
side  San  Gimignano  where 
breakfast  on  the  patio^  is 
served  by  “jovial  hostesses". 

Others  in  the  series  are 
France,  which  has  two  books 
with  similar  titles  to  Italy: 
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Derwent  May  on  the  latest 
guides,  from  B&B  to  backpacking 


England,  Wales  and  Scotland 
together,  with  “Charming  Ho¬ 
tels  and  Itineraries";  and  Eng¬ 
land  on  its  own  with  “Charm¬ 
ing  Bed  and  Breakfasts”. 
There  are  also  inns  and  itiner¬ 
aries  —all  charming,  too — for 
Ireland.  Spain. and  California. 
(All  titles  Travel  Press.  £9.99.) 

In  the  Rough  Guide  series  is 
First-Time  Europe  by  Louis 
CasaBianca  (Penguin.  £7.99). 
a  hard-headed  account  of  such 
things  as  money  belts,  thefts 
on  trains,  alcohol  and  Euro- 
toilets.  Romance  creeps  in  here 
and  there.  Far  Horizons:  Ad¬ 
venture  Travel  For  All  by  Walt 
Unsworth  (Cicerone  Press, 
£8.99)  sets  out  a  tempting 
panorama  of  jungles,  deserts, 
islands,  and  long-distance 
walks  such  as  the  King  Lud¬ 
wig  Way  in  Bavaria. 

Rock  and  Roll  Traveler 
USA  by  Tun  Perry  and  Ed 
Glinerf  (Fbdor's.  £12.99) 
guides  fans  not  only  to  tire 
music  venues  of  New  York 


and  Los  Angeles,  but  also  to 
historic  street  comers  and 
Irish  whiskey  bars,  and  even 
the  place  where  Jan  is  Joplin 
hit  Jim  Morrison  over  tire 
head  with  a  battle  of  Southern 
Comfort  Backpacking  in 
Mexico  by  Tim  Burfard 
(Bradt.  £11.95}  leads  you 
through  tiie  silver  mines  and 
the  rattlesnakes.  Europe  By 
Train  1997  by  Katie  Wood 
(Ebury.  E10.99)  is  a  fat  book  on 
lightweight  paper  fhar  tells 
you  not  only  how  to  get  there 
but  also  what  you  will  find 
when  you  do. 

The  Ordnance  Survey 
has  provided  the  maps 
for  A  Guide  to  Garden 
\risirs  by  Judith  Hitching 
(Michael  Joseph.  El  2.09). 
which  suggests  50  visits  to 
places  in  Britain  with  good 
gardens.  The  author  also  rec¬ 
ommends  attractive  hotels. 
American  Walks  in  London 
by  Richard  Tantes  (Wind rush 


Press,  £9.99)  has  ten  step-by- 
step  itineraries  through  Lon¬ 
don  that  could  be  followed 
with  pleasure  by  anybody  — 
Lord  Rosebery  and  Thomas 
Arne  come  into  it,  as  well  as 
Woodrow  Wilson  and  Sidney 
Bechet.  Going  the  other  way. 
the  new  Blue  Guide  Museums 
and  Galleries  in  New  York  by 
Carol  von  Pressentin  Wright 
(Black.  £17,99}  is  splendidly 
informative  and  up-to-date. 

For  France  there  is  a  richly 
illustrated  handbook  to  The 
Loire  Valley  (Everyman 
Guides,  Elb.py).  and  one  of  the 
most  specialised  guides  1  have 
met.  Around  and  About  Paris: 
The  I3ih-20rh  Arrondisse- 
ments  by  Thirza  VaJlois  (Iliad. 
£15.95).  This  takes  you  through 
Hausmann's  Paris,  bringing 
its  history  ro  life  in  a  wealth  of 
detail,  just  as  the  author  did 
for  her  earlier  books  on  arron- 
dissements  1-7  (inner  Paris) 
and  8-12  (the  Paris  that  ex¬ 
panded  after  the  Revolution). 
This  volume  leads  you  to 
many  of  the  “secret  places"  of 
Paris,  from  the  old  vineyard  of 
Vaugirard  to  the  couscous 
restaurants  of  BelleriJle. 


More  thoughts  on  Jules  Veme 


A  LETTER  from  a  disgruntled  couple 
who  took  a  Voyages  Jules  Veme 
holiday  to  Cuba  provoked  a 1  flurry  of 
response  when  printed  in  Weekend  two 
wcSs  ago.  The  Glazers.  of  Hertford¬ 
shire.  changed  hotels  at  (bn -am 

expense,  citing  filthy  rooms  and  ml tat 
water.  Their  flight  was  a  so  13  hwrs 
late.  VJV  replied  that  local  advice  was 
that  the  company  switch  hotels  and 
suggested  the  couple  may  have  been 

included  one  from  Lady  Engferf 
t  nnrt.m  N6  “We  also  travelled  with 
flight  .»k.S 

hours  instead  of  nine  as  stated  in  te 
brochure  Changes  oftwo  out  of  the 
three  hotels  advertised  had  Jo  be 
accepted  without  demur.  A  third-class 

&Si*SSC53S  Salt  Bury  S. 

Edmunds:  “The  journey  to  Cuba  was 
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number  of  stops  en  route.  Who  wouiu 
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they  have  had  some  sort  of  reply.  The 
time  from  reporting  at  Gatwick  to 
arrival  al  the  hotel  was  25b  hours.  On 
arrival  we  were  told  we  had  no 
reservations.  We  did  not  see  the  rep 
until  our  departure  a  week  later.  To 
blame  the  Cubans  is  quite  wrung." 

From  Keith  and  Margaret  Wilkes  of 
Kippax,  near  Leeds  "We  visited  Cuba 
for  two  weeks  with  Sun  world.  We  had  a 
first-class  guide,  driver  and  coach, 
hotels,  room,  catering  and  service.  Our 
chalet  was  spotlessly  dean  with  ail 
amenities,  plenty’  of  hot  water,  linen 
and  towels  changed  regularly.  The  food 
was  plain  but  with  a  large  choice.  I  fell 
safer  than  in  Italy  —  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  Cuba  to  anyone." 

From  I -A.  McCaflum  of  Bridge  of 
Weir  Renfrewshire:  “We  arranged  !o 
do  n  trip  to  the  Royal  Cities  of 


Rajasthan  on  December  24.  On  die  18th 
we  were  told  the  itinerary  had  been 
changed,  giving  us  no  alternative  —  it 
turned  out  to  be  a  disaster.  Jules  Veme 
had  the  temerity  to  say  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  was  as  advertised.  They  will  not 
accept  they  are  in  the  wrong.  We  are 
applying  through  the  small  (dahnsj 
courts  for  compensation." 

From  Sheflagh  and  John  Jukes  of 
Cumnor.  near  Oxford:  “We  have  re¬ 
cently  returned  from  a  VJV  tour  of  the 
Royal  Cities  of  Rajasthan  and  have 
nothing  but  praise  for  the  way  the  trip 
was  organised.  We  were  informed  of 
changes  to  the  schedule  well  before  the 
departure  date.  Hotels  had  been  up¬ 
graded  and  the  ambitious  programme 
fur  a  14-day  tour  covering  1.600  miles 
run  like  clockwork." 

From  J.G.  Greenly  of  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton:  "My  wife  and  1  have  been  on  six 
holidays  with  VJV  and  on  only  one  was 
there  a  change  to  the  original  dates  — 
wc  were  offered  either  our  money  back 
or  transfer  to  another  holiday.  It  may 
be  that  the  couple  who  complained 
would  have  been  happier  with  a  more 
de\  eloped  place  like  Honda." 

•  H  *■  hvIcuitk  letters  on  holiday  travel.  Send 
jheat  /<■>:  Letters.  Tmwl  Department.  The 
T/niL-:*.  I  Fenningtan  Street.  London  El  9XN 
,.r  fo  P  17 1 -702 5 124. 


Beijing  Forbidden  City  :  Great  Wall  of  China  Chenga 

10  Day  Escorted  Tour  from  only  £665 

•  Escorted  fitim  London  by  an  experienced  Tour  Manager. 

•  Medium  grade  accommodation  throughout. 

•  Comprehensive  sightseeing  programme. 

•  Full  breakfast  daily- 

The  perfect  introductory  tour  of  Beijing’s  principal  highlights, 
including  the  Great  Wall  of  China  and  the  incomparable  Forbidden 
City,  combined  with  a  scenic  journey  by  rail  to  the  former  summer 
capital  of  the  Chinese  Emperors  at  Chengde. 

Itinerary 

1st  Day  Depart  Loudon  Heathrow  in  the  early  afternoon  on  Air 
China  for  Beijing. 

2nd  Day  On  arrival  in  the  early  afternoon  transfer  to  the  Gloria 
Plaza  Hotel. 

3rd  Day  Morning  tour  of  the  Forbidden  City.  Afternoon  optional 
excursion  to  die  Temple  of  Heaven. 

4th  Day  Morning  Visit  to  the  Great  Wall. 

5th  Day  Day  at  leisure. 

6th  Day  Travel  by  train  to  Chengde.  2  nights  at  the  Mountain  Villa 
Hotel. 

7th  Day  Full  day  sightseeing  in  Chengde. 

8th  Day  Return  by  rail  to  Beijing.  2  nights  at  the  Gloria  Plaza  Hotel. 

9th  Day  Day  at  leisure. 

10th  Day  Early  afternoon  departure  by  Air  China.  Arrive  London 
Heathrow  late  the  same  day. 

Meals  Full  breakfast  daily.  _ „ _ 

Departures  on  Tuesdays 


29th  April  1997 
27th  May  1997 
5lh  August  1997 
9th  September  1997 
30th  September  1997 
28th  October  1997 


£663 
£693  j  £22 
£793 


Bbshoi  Ctaii  Aitjarr  Sfcfpfawat'  f  WJ 


Cali  Bales  Worldwide  on: 

Reservations  (01306)  884409  (Ansaphone  outside  office  hours) 
Opening  Hours:  Monday  to  Friday  9.00am  -  5.30pm, 
Saturday  9.00am  -  12.30pm 
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The  Antipodes:  Southern  Australia  has  untouched  bush,  dusty  roads  and  empty,  golden  beaches 


Stroke  a  euro, 
grow  a  yacka 


LEAVING  Heathrow  airport 
close  to  midnight  on  the  first 
day  of  die  month.  I  arrive  at 
Adelaide,  South  Australia,  24 
sleepless  hours  later  at  six  in 
the  morning  of  the  third  day. 
feeling  spectral  At  the  airport. 
I  am  met  by  a  smiling  chauf¬ 
feur  behind  the  wheel  of  a 
1950s  stretched  Chevrolet  a 
gigantic  machine  which 
whirls  me  into  town.  I  check 
in  at  the  Hilton  hotel  and  eat  a 
second  unnecessary  breakfast 
then  take  a  dazed  stroll  in  the 
dazzling  sun. 

The  streets  are  wide,  laid 
our  in  a  grid  by  the  far-seeing 
Colonel  Light  in  the  1830s. 
Traffic  runs  smoothly:  there 
are  no  jams.  Public  buddings, 
such  as  the  town  hall,  are 
unmistakably  British  colo¬ 
nial;  other  buildings  form  a 
mini- Manhattan.  Local  he¬ 
roes  deemed  statue-worthy  are 


explorers,  such  as  Charles 
Sturt.  The  pace  an  the  streets 
is  unhurried.  There  are  few 
men  in  suits.  I  return  to  die 
hotel  and  lie  down  on  die  bed. 
It  is  II  o’clock  and  I  feel 
obstinately  wakefuL  The  next  I 
see  of  my  watch  it  tells  me  I 
have  been  asleep  for  more 
than  five  hours. 


UP  AT  730  the  next  day, 
feeling  disconcertingly  nor¬ 
mal.  Rae  Grierson,  from  the 
travel  company  Fruits  of  In¬ 
heritance,  picks  me  up  and 
drives  rae  to  the  Barossa,  an 
hour  away. 

This  is  where  the  wine 
comes  from,  including  Jacob's 
Creek.  Britain's  favourite  Aus¬ 
sie  tipple,  alas  not  my  family 
vineyard.  The  Barossa  is 
green,  toiled  over,  lived-in, 
ripe.  We  pick  our  way  through 
wineries,  sampling  as  we  ga 


Treasured  Islands 


Treasure  Trove 

When  you  visit  the  Cayman  Islands,  a  peaceful 
British  Crown  Colony  in  the  Caribbean,  you  can 
roam  around  and  discover  our  treasures  with 
complete  peace  of  mind. 

Apart  from  smiling  faces  you  can  discover  Grand 
Cayman’s  Seven  Mile  Beach,  a  beach  of  powder 
white  sand.  On  Little  Cayman,  with  only  50  full  rime 
residents,  you  can  discover  the  true  definition  of 
serenity.  Nesting  Red -footed  Booby  and  Frigate  birds 
abound.  Tarpon,  Tuna  and  Wahoo  cruise  close  to 
shore.  While  on  Cayman  Brae  you  can  experience 
the  thrill  of  diving  or  snorkelling  the  330ft.  wreck  of 
a  Russian  destroyer. 

Holidays  in  the  Cayman  Islands  start  horn  only 
£599  for  one  week.  And  treasured  memories  are 
guaranteed. 

Call  0171*491  7771  for  free  brochures. 

ICmiAA 

ISLWDS 

WARMED  BY  MORE  THAN  THE  SUN 

Cayman  blonds  Department  of  Tourism 
6  Arlington  Street,  London  SW1A  IRE 
Telephone;  0171-491  7771  -  Fax:  0171-409  7773 


After  not  much  of  this  I  am 
unsure  whether  it  is  renewed 
jet  lag  or  booze  that  is  making 
me  groggy. 

We  have  lunch  at  an  excel¬ 
lent  small  restaurant;  £5  for  a 
main  course  that  would  cost 
three  times  as  much  at  home. 
I  settle  for  chicken  in  pastry 
but  nibble  at  somebody  rise's 
kangaroo.  This,  I  am  told, 
should  be  compared  to  a  piece 
.  of  well-hung  Charollais  beef: 
h  lacks  fat  and  is  good  for  your 
cholesterol  leveL  After  a  few 
more  experiments  I  find  I  do 
not  much  Like  “native'*  foods, 
such  as  emu  pdte,  except  for 
the  fish  (especially  whiting) 
and  the  fruit  and  vegetables, 
which  are  magically  robust, 
big  and  fresh. 

On  the  way  back  to  Adelaide 
we  pause  on  a  hilltop  and  look 
down  at  the  valley.  It  is 
Germanicaily  neat,  which  is 
not  surprising  because  the 
church  spires  are  Lutheran 
and  the  village  is  formed  on  a 
|  German  pattern,  with  houses 
I  side  by  side  and  cultivated 
land  laid  out  in  long  strips 
behind  them.  The  valley  looks 
as  if  it  had  been  lived  in  for 
ever.  But  the  Germans  have 
been  here  barely  150  years. 


A  DROP  OF  rain  foiling  into 
this  river  in  Queensland  will 
take  five  months  to  reach  the 
Southern  Ocean,  a  few  miles 
downstream  from  where  I 
board  the  Proud  Mary  for  a 
short  cruise.  The  Murray  is 
part  of  one  of  the  world’s 
largest  river  systems.  But, 
shame  on  me,  I  have  never 
heard  ofiL  It  is  broad,  muddy, 
willow-banked.  Fish  rise  and 
sulphur-crested  cockatoos 
squawk  raucously.  Etelicans 
flap  by  expressionless.  Water 
skiers  swoosh  along. 

My  cabin  is  comfortable  but 
too  small  for  more  than  one 
person  to  dress  in.  All  passen¬ 
gers  are  issued  with  name 
badges.  We  display  first 
names  only,  out  of  respect  for 
Australian  mateyness,  a  style 
of  behaviour  I  rather  like. 

We  take  a  bus  trip  and 
embark  on  a  non-energetic 
walk  to  some  waterfalls.  Our 
guide.  PiauL  points  out  the 
difference  between  trees  and 
plants  that  live  in  or  near  the 
water  and  others  that  live  on 
the  (usually  very)  dry  land. 
Trees  that  would  die  standing 
in  water  have  learnt  not  to, 
and  have  learnt  to  survive 
long  dry  seasons  as  well. 

It  seems  the  craggy  land¬ 
scape  was.  half  a  billion  years 
ago.  a  mountain  range  as  high 
as  the  Himalayas.  Erosion 
continues.  That  tall,  waisted  ■ 
rock  over  there  will  one  day  be 
worn  through  and  the  top  half 
will  topple  down  to  join  all  the 
other  boulders  scattered 
about.  But  I  shall  not  be  here 
to  see  it  At  the  end  of  our  walk 
Paul  tells  us  we  have  seen  at 
least  eight  varieties  of  bird  and 
16  trees  and  plants. 

After  dark  we  get  bade  on 
the  tour  bus.  now  equipped 
with  a  lamp  for  spotlighting 
wombats.  They  seem  to  me  an 
unattractive,  pig-like  creature, 
often  scarred  from  fighting 
over  females,  but  the  old  ladies 
aboard  “ooh"  and  “aah"  as 
though  the  wombats  were 
cuddly  cats.  Caught  in  the 
light,  the  wombats  stumble 
about  foolishly  or  scuttle  down 
their  burrows-  In  the  distance 
I  see  my  first  kangaroos.  Paul 
tells  us  a  kangaroo  with  two 
“joeys"  in  her  pouch  can 
provide  than  with  different 
milks  to  suit  their  maturity.  I 
imagine  a  row  of  taps,  as  on  a 
pub  counter. 
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On  the  $heep  stations,  as  farms  are  called,  the  “paddocks”  are  fields  of  several  thousand  acres  where  the  only  way  to  get  around  is  by  bike  or  truck 


IAN  CLARKE  meets  me  off 
die  brat  and  drives  us  to  his 
station,  as  farms  here  are 
called.  The  wool  market  is  in 
poor  shape.  What  it  needs,  I 
hear,  is  another  world  war,  so 
we  can  all  get  bade  into  khaki. 
Failing  that,  the  Clarkes  have 
.  diversified  into  hospitality,  re¬ 
storing  their  home  and  adding 
a  kitchen  and  a  dining  room/ 
sitting  room.  There  is  a  chef. 
We  eat  hogget  in  considerable 
style. 

In  the  morning  Ian  takes  me 
on  a  brat  trip  through  the 
creek  at  the  bottom  of  his 
garden,  out  through  a  lagoon 
into  the  Murray  River,  dr- 
ding  back  to  foe  creek  through 
another  lagoon.  Ian’s  creek  is 
a  genuine  billabong:  though 
fed  from  the  river,  it  never 
dries  up.  f  hope  I  have  at  least 
this  bit  of  Oz  lore  right 

Later  we  drive  through  Ian’s 
paddocks,  as  he  calls  fields  of 
several  thousand  acres.  I  am 
beginning  to  realise  that  the 
plant  ana  animal  life  in  the 
two  environments  —  river  and 
land  —  are  completely 
different 

(an,  I  notice,  carries  a  gun  in 
his  truck.  Why?  To  shoot 
kangaroos  and  stray  (feral) 
dogs.  The  dogs  kill  the  sheep 
and  the  kangaroos  eat  their 
grass.  We  see  no  dogs  but 
several  kangaroos.  The  first 
two  or  three  Ian  poops  off  at 
hop  away  into  trees.  But 
fixing  from  the  drivers  seat 
he  gets  a  line  on  a  kangaroo 
that  is  slower  off  the  mark. 
We  drive  doser  and  Ian  puts  a 
last  shot  through  its  head.  He 
gets  out  with  a  knife  in  one 
hand,  a  steel  in  the  other.  He 
cuts  up  tiie  dead  animal  and 
throws  the  pieces  in  to  the 
truck.  Back  at  the  station  they 
are  fed  to  a  bunch  of  pups. 


■  Singapore  Airlines’  return 
flights  to  Adelaide,  from 
London  or  Manchester,  start  at 
£649  in  low  season  (April  16- 
Jnnr  19  and  are  available 
Ihroogh  the  long-fiau]  specialist 
Austiavd  (0171-734  7755).  The 
airline  occasionally  runs  special 
offers.  Information  from  its 
reservations  line  (0181-747  0007). 
Ground  arrangemaits  are  aD 
bookable  through  AnstreveL 

■  Adelaide  Hilton.  £50  per 
person  a  night,  based  on  twin 
share.  Room  only. 

■  A  two-night/ three-day 
Murray  River  cruise  an  board . 
th e  Proud  Mary  paddle- 
steamer.  costs  £260  per  person, 
based  on  twin  share,  including 
aQ  meals,  shore  excursions  and 
activities. 

■  POrter  Station.  Blancbetown. 
from  £58  per  person  a  night, 
based  on  twin  share;  and 
including!  breakfast  and  three- 
CDorse  dinner. 
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■  Arkaroola  Tourist  Resort. 
Northern  Flinders  Ranges.  £45 
per  person  a  night  twin  share. 
Room  only. 

■  Kangaroo  Island  Odysseys 
(wildlife  safaris),  with  Anna 
Howard,  cost  £264  per  person 


AS  THE  little  plane  flies  north 
from  Adelaide  and  the  coast, 
green  fields  become  great 
brown  stretches  of  desolation, 
crossed  by  meandering  dry 
river  beds  and  occasional 
straight,  untarred.  empty 
roads.  I  suppose  I  must  have 
known  that  Australia  is  very 
big  and  very  dry;  even  that 
these  are  the  two  things  that 
define  the  nature  0?  the  place. 
But  you  have  to  see  it,  prefera¬ 
bly  from  7,000ft  to  realise  just 
how  big  and  how  dry. 

Nearly  500  kilometres  from 
takeoff  we  land  at  an  un¬ 
manned  airstrip  and  motor  on 
to  Arkaroola.  This  is  a  moun¬ 
tain  range,  a  huge  private 
property  dedicated  to  conser¬ 
vation.  We  take  a  long  drive 
through  the  range  in  an  open 
truck  where  we  see  all  kinds  of 
things.  I  could  go  on  about 


these  but  will  mention  only 
two:  a  small  variety  of  kanga¬ 
roo  called  a  euro  (yes.  really) 
and  a  plant  called  a  yacka. 
This  is  not  much  to  look  at, 
reminding  me  rather  of  a  fat 
pipe-deaner  sticking  out  of  a 
bunch  of  leaves,  but  I  am  told 
it  grows  at  the  rate  of  18  inches 
every  100  years.  So  some  l  am 
looking  at  must  be  300  years 
old  or  more. 

In  the  bouncing  truck  l  am 
so  busy  keeping  the  hat  on  my 
head  and  the  sun  off  it  that  I 
fail  to  bother  about  the  hands 
that  are  holding  the  hat  down. 
They  fry,  or  perhaps  boil,  and 
by  the  morning  are  seriously 
swollen.  But  they  don’t  hurt. 

•V,"  CUW>lMUra^A^  ;•/ 

AIRBORNE  again  in  foe  little 
plane,  we  head  for 
Curdimurka,  a  patch  of  arid¬ 
ity  straddling  an  old  railway 


fora  two-day,  one-night  (our. 
based  on  twin  share. 

■  Barossa  Valley.  Lamerac 
Country  Estate,  from  E45  per 
person  per  night,  based  on  two 
sharing,  including  dinner  and 
breakfast 

■  Barossa  Valley,  self  drive 
wine  (noring  10  the  Barossa.  A 
four-day/ three-night  round  trip 
from  Adelaide,  including  rental 
car  and  accommodation,  from 
£128  per  person,  based  on  two 
travelling  together. 

■  For  general  information  on 
holidaying  in  South  Australia, 
cafl  the  Aussie  Helpline  on 
0990022000). 

■  Reading:  Maiming 
Claris  History  of  Australia,  by 
Manning  Clark  (Pimlico.  EI5). 
Cooper’s  Creek,  by  Alan 
Moorehead  (Penguin. 

Lb.9%  South  Australia,  by 
Denis  O'Byrne  (Lonely  Planet 
£8.99). 


line  where  there  is  to  be, 
improbably  enough,  a  ball,  for 
which  1  have  dragged  my 
dinner  jacket  all  this  way. 
Dropping  into  places  by  plane 
is  getting  to  be  a  casual 
experience,  like  stopping  at  a 
garage  or  supermarket  We 
join  maybe  30  planes  on  foe 


Curdimurka  strip:  Across  foe 
railway  line  from  foe  airstrip, 
a  tented  camp  has  arisen. 
Perhaps  4.000  people  have 
come,  mostly  by  road,  bring¬ 
ing  their  tents  and  campers 
with  them.  Queues  for  show¬ 
ers  form  at  a  huge  truck.  The 
toilets  are  of  the  improvised 
variety.  i.e„  horrid,  smelly 
holes  in  foe  ground.  I  am 
awarded  a  place  in  a  tent  for 
two  and  a  swag  (sleeping  bag). 

Darkness  falls.  I  struggle 
into  ray  dinner  jacket,  eat  a 
barbecued  dinner  and  ride  in 
an  open  wagon  a  few  hundred 
yards  up  foe  railway  line  to 
foe  ball.  There  is  a  large 
springy  dance  floor,  soon 
covered  by  swaying,  gyrating, 
slightly  manic  people  of  all 
ages.  Alongside  the  flocf  is  a 
platform  from  which  -  the 
night’s  chief  entertainer,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  deafening  corps 
of  musicians,  is  belting  out 
songs  that  sound  vaguely  fa¬ 
miliar.  He  is  Patrick  Mao 
Mahon  and  is,  I  learn,  a  Neil 
Diamond  singalike.  My  sense 
of  unreality  increases.  Here  I 
am.  out  in  the  desert  and  all 
dressed  up.  a  million  miles 
from  anywhere  familiar,  and  I 
am  watching  not  a  singer  but 
Continued  on  next  page 
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^while  the  North  Island  of  New  Zealand  has  vast,  thriving  farms  and  cities  with  metropolitan  chic 


I 


Russell  Pier,  jutting  out  into  the  tranquil  waters  of  the  Bay  of  Islands,  was  not  always  so  serene:  It  has  a  steamy  past  As  the  country’s  first  capital.  Russell  was  a  brawling,  bawdy  port  described  as  “the  hell-hole  of  the  Pacific 


Continued  from  page  18 
his  doppelganger.  I  marvel  at 
the  willingness  of  Australians 
to  toil  after  their  pleasures. 
These  are  people  who  will 
drive  200  kilometres  for  lunch. 
Only  the  Irish  can  march  their 
pursuit  of  good  rimes. 
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HERE,  another  short  plane- 
ride  from  Adelaide,  is  South 
Australia  in  a  nutshell.  There 
are  dusty  roads,  stretches  of 
untouched  bush  and  empty, 
golden  beaches.  Sheep  graze 
in  what  might  be  English 
meadow's  if  it  were  nor  for  the 
koalas  above  them  in  the  trees. 
We  come  across  a  team  of 
conservationists  plotting  the 
spread  of  the  koala  population 
hy  satellite  and  computer,  it 
seems  there  are  loo  many  of 
them.  They  strip  trees  bare 
and  make  life  hard  for  other 
animals  and  birds.  So  they 
will  have  to  be  culled. 

I  see  penguins  noisily  set¬ 
tling  down  for  the  night  after  a 
day  feeding  at  sea,  and  walla¬ 
bies  hopping  by.  A  kangaroo 
allows  itself  ft?  be  stroked  and. 
at  a  picnic,  one  wallaby  even 
accepts  a  slice  of  avocado. 
Huge  sea  lions  stretch  out  on  a 
beach.  One  little  fellow  toddles 
anxiously  among  them  look¬ 


ing  for  its  mother.  He  tries  to 
cuddle  up  to  one  but  is 
snapped  at.  and  waddles 
away.  We  humans  are  kept  at 
a  distance  so  we  will  not 
disrupt  their  ancient  colony. 

Flying  home.  I  ruminate  on 
why  Australians  have  caught 
the  heritage  bug.  Every1  >hack 
in  ihe  outback  seems  to  be 
being  tarred  up  and  touted  as 
a  site  of  historic  interest.  Bui 
Australia’s  real  history  is  in  its 
pre-history,  in  the  creation  of 
its  landscape  and  the  slow 
evolution  of  its  plants  and 
trees  and  animals  —  and  in  its 
Aboriginal  peoples,  of  whom  1 
have  seen  almost  nothing 
(apart  from  one  man  waving  a 
beer  can  enthusiastically  "at 
the  Neil  Diamond  singalike). 

I  find  myself  wishing  that 
Australia  would  devote  more 
of  its  energies  to  preserving, 
say.  the  several  varieties  of 
kangaroo  that  are  dying  our 
and  less  to  propping  up  the 
vanity  of  Europeans’  interest 
in  their  own  brief  occupation 
of  the  land.  My  peevishness 
about  this  on  getting  home  is  a 
dozen  times  intensified  by  jet 
lag.  which  is  fearsome. 

Eric  Jacobs 

•  The  writer  was  a  guest  of 
Singapore  Airline*  and  the  Sc-uth 
Australia  Tourism  Commission 
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On  Kangaroo  Island  excess  koalas  are  being  culled 


Where  the  tree  god  rules 


“Imagine  drifting  along 
the  romantic  Rhine. 
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maden  your  horizons,  broadax  your  mind 

.«**■  - 


Between  Auckland  and 
the  Bay  of  Islands, 
along  i he  sometimes 
unsealed  road  which 
runs  through  Dargaville.  the 
centre  of  New  Zealand's  Dal¬ 
matian  community,  stands  all 
that  is  left  of  the  great  kauri 
forests  which  covered  the  land 
before  the  loggers  came  from 
Europe  and  laid  them  waste. 
The  greatest  individual  survi¬ 
vor  isTane  Mahutaor"God  of 
the  Forest”,  a  ZOOO-year-old 
tree  which,  according  to  Maori 
lore,  is  die  son  of  the  AH  Sky- 
Father  and  the  Earth  Mother, 
it  is  certainly  a  big  rree  — 
nearly  140ft  rail  and  almost 
40ft  in  girth. 

By  the  roadside  nearby,  a 
signpost  advises:  "You  are  in 
the  heart  of  a  small  remnant  of 
Earth’s  most  ancient  eco- sys¬ 
tems.  Breathe  deeply  and 
tread  softly.”  Standing  in  the 
presence  of  a  living  object 
which  was  a  sapling  during 
the  life  of  Christ.  I  w  as  inclined 
to  do  just  that:  Tane  Maiiuta 
certainly  made  a  century  and  a 
half  of  Western  civilisation  in 
these  remote  islands  seem 
puny  by  comparison. 

Later.  I  read  in  the  North 
and  South  magazine  that  the 
postwar  generation  of  New 
Zealanders  are  just  hitting  the 
50-year  mark.  47.524  of  them 
boro  in  194o  alone.  'In  our 
time.’  die  author  wrote.  “New 
Zealand  has  been  transformed 
from  a  green  and  sleepy 
over-protected  agricultural 
economy  to  a  rambunctious 
South  ftjeific  casino.” 

Tane  Muhuta  and  the 
"rambunctious  casi¬ 
no"  seemed  light 
years  a  pan  and  yet. 
travelling  from  top  to  toe  of  the 
North  Island.  1  saw  enough 
metropolitan  chic  and  raw 
wilderness  to  suspect  dtar 
there  was  room  for  both. 

My  first  image  of  New 
Zealand  was  an  obviously 
oumtuded  one  of  buner  and 
sheep.  Sir  Edmund  Hillary 
and  the  All  Black  rugby  for¬ 
ward  Colin  Meads.  1  was 
aware  of  Kiri  Te  Kanawa 
(whose  appearance  in  Pnn 
Giovanni  w  as  a  sell -our  dur¬ 
ing  my  visit).  Kerry  Hu!  me 

and  die  Booker  prize-winning 

The  Bone  People-  Katherine 
Mansfield  and  Ngain  Marsh, 
but  they  paled  before  my  sense 
of  rugged  farmers  and  VC- 
winning  Anzacs. 

In  a  tour  just  Cfter  a  week 
long  1  stayed  only  one  night  in 
a  large  hotel,  and  even  that 
was  a  complex  of  timber 
cabins  set  around  a  “lodge"  in 
thick  bush  at  the  foot  of  the 
Curomandel  peninsula.  The 
rest  of  the  time  I  was  in 
accommodation  o!  a  lcs>  im¬ 
personal  kind,  ranamg  from 
urban  B&B  or  "boutique  ho¬ 
tel"  to  two  rural  “farm  stays”, 
where  one  me  with  the  family 
and  slept  in  their  spare  room. 

The  two  farms  could  iwr 
have  been  a  more  enmptae 
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contrast  The  first  was  in  the 
far  north,  a  few  miles  inland 
from  the  first  capital.  Russell, 
now  a  quiet  seaside  resort  but 
once  a  brawling,  bawdy  port 
described  as  “the  hell-hole  of 
the  Pacific".  Across  the  water 
lies  Waitangi.  where  the  Brit¬ 
ish  and  the  Maoris  signed  a 
famous  land  treaty,  now  wide¬ 
ly  deplored.  Waitangi  also  has 
a  lush  and  spectacular  golf 
course. 

Sam  Ludbrook  was  a  for¬ 
mer  captain  of  the  golf  club 
and  fulfilled  my  expectations 
by  being  an  accomplished  all¬ 
round  sportsman  and  country¬ 
man.  robust  in  attitude  and 
speech.  Once,  we  stood  out¬ 
side.  his  home.  Ludbrook 
House,  gazing  across  the  cro¬ 
quet  lawn  and  the  ha-ha  to  his 
grazing  beef  cattle  and  the 
luminous  blue  of  a  campers' 
tent,  pitched  by  the  hank  of  his 
creek.  Sam  was  gratified  by 
the  campers  because  they  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  call  at  the 
diwr  and  ask  his  permission. 
This  was  gladly  given  and  he 
had  advised  them  on  the  best 
spot  to  choose. 

Many  other  campers,  how¬ 
ever.  did  not  ask.  On  one 
occasion,  driving  to  gulf  with 
his  wife  Chris,  he  came  across 
four  of  his  bullocks  sauntering 


down  the  main  road,  running 
the  gauntlet  of  cars  and  trucks. 
The  nearest  gate  was  swinging 
free  and  there  in  his  field  was  a 
family  enjoying  a  picnic.  Sam, 
not  mincing  words,  explained 
to  them  that  they  had  released 
thousands  of  dollars  worth  of 
his  assets  on  to  the  public 
highway,  were  eating  their 
lunch  on  his  property,  and 
would  they  remove  them¬ 
selves.  They  left,  muttering. 

Sam  also  has  trouble 
with  mushroom-pick¬ 
ers.  Once,  after  spying 
a  man  gathering  up 
artnfuls  of  fungi  on  his  land, 
he  pursued  the  man's  car  for 
two  hours.  Eventually  it  drew 
up  outside  a  suburban  house 
in  Whangarei.  Sam  got  out  of 
his  car  and  cut  two  cabbages 
from  the  garden.  When  the 
mushroom-picker  remonstrat¬ 
ed.  Sam  said:  "You’ve  been 
helping  yourself  to  my 
veggies,  now  I’m  helping  my¬ 
self  to  yours." 

Although  Ludbrook  House 
was  built  only  in  the  Twenties. 
Ludbrooks  have  been  fanning 
that  land  since  the  pioneer 
days  of  the  last  century.  Many 
of  them  lie  in  the  graveyard 
outside  the  white  church  at  Te 
Waimare,  where  Bishop 
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Christ  Church.  Russell,  said  tc  be  the  country’s  oldest  church 


Selwyn  briefly  had  his  head¬ 
quarters.  Inside  the  church, 
the  hatchment  of  the  58th  Foot, 
the  Rutlandshire*,  commemo¬ 
rates  their  service  and,  some¬ 
times,  death  in  the  Maori  wars 
of  1845. 

So  the  Ludbrooks  are.  in 
every  sense,  part  of  the  soil. 
New  Zealand  born  and  bred. 
Not  so  the  Ellises,  of  Water- 
ship  Down.  Roland  and  Claire 
have  a  350-acre  sheep  farm 
overlooking  Lake  Taupo  with 
Mount  Ruepohu  on  the  hori¬ 
zon.  This  supposedly  dormant 
volcano  erupted  last  year  af¬ 
fording  the  Ellises  a  grand¬ 
stand  view  of  the  ensuing 
pyrotechnics.  Pumice  and  oth¬ 
er  volcanic  residue  are  part  of 
rhe  landscape. 

Roland,  or  ’‘Roly”,  was  the 
fifth  generation  of  his  family  to 
play  rugby  football  for  Rugby- 
School,  and  subsequently 
served  as  a  major  in  the 
15th/19th  Hussars.  After  many 
years’  contract  farming  in 
Britain  he  decided  this  was  a 
mug’s  game  and  that  he  must 
have  his  own  property.  Britain 
was  too  expensive,  so.  in  1992, 
he  bought  a  small  part  of  whar 
had  once  been  the  station  of 
Prime  Minister  Keith  Hol- 
yoake  and  set  about  building  a 
house  and  establishing  his 
own  farm. 

In  appearance,  ruddy,  burly 
and  corduroyed,  with  a  plum¬ 
my  voice,  he  seemed,  at  first, 
the  ultimate  Pbm.  Yet  in  his 
idenrification  with  the  land  he 
farms  he  seemed  as  much  of  a 
Kiwi  as  Sam  Ludbrook. 

Outside  the  house  every¬ 
thing  is  still  quite  raw:  the 
wood  of  the  single  storey 
house  still  bright,  the  saplings 
along  The  newly  gravelled 
driveway  pliant  in  the  breeze. 
Inside,  however,  photographs 
of  cavalry  officers  and  race¬ 
horses.  family  silver,  exposed 
timber  and  a  comfortable  sofa 
make  one  feel  that  Roly  and 
Claire  must  have  been  in  situ 
for  as  long  as  the  Ludbrooks. 

The  farm  is  named 
Watership  Down  after  proper¬ 
ty  in  Berkshire  owned  by 
Andrew  Lloyd  Webber  that 
Roly  once  looked  after.  Appro¬ 
priately.  the  place  is  ankle- 
deep  in  Hazels  and  Thumpers, 
or  “blcody  rabbits"  as  Roly 


said  with  feeling  The  linle 
beasts,  he  added,  were  almost 
as  pestilential  as  possums. 
Possums  were  kepi  under 
marginal  control  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  regular  "carrot 
drops",  in  which  poisoned 
carroLs  were  dropped  from 
aircraft  in  a  Pyrbonesque  at¬ 
tempt  to  cull  them.  Roly  didn't 
think  either  possums  or  bun¬ 
nies  in  the  least  bit  cuddly. 
Like  the  thistles,  which  no 
amount  of  spraying  could  el¬ 
iminate.  they  w  ere  the  enemy. 

After  breakfast,  we  drove  in 
his  elderly  Japanese  truck  to 
the  kennels,  picked  up  his 
three  working  dogs,  and 
toured  the  property.  It  could 
almost  have  been  a  hiU  farm  in 
Wales  or  Scotland. 

Despite  ihe  dodgy  clutch,  we 
negotiated  every  steep  hillside 
to  rhe  summit  and  the  view's 
were  stupendous.  Standing 
there.  Roly  pointed  to  his 
boundaries  and  charted  the 
progress  of  the  surrounding 
farms.  One  over  there  one  had 
just  been  sold  for  forestry: 
another  was  being  turned  over 
to  dairy.  Before  long  he  was 
afraid  he  would  be  rhe  only 
sheep  farmer  left  in  the  vicini¬ 
ty.  He  wasn’t  happy.  A  whole 
way  of  life,  his  way  of  life, 
seemed  to  be  under  threat. 

There  has  been  a  drift  from 
the  land  to  the  city  in  New 
Zealand,  and  yet.  despile  the 
magazine  article  positing  the 
notion  of  the  “rambunctious 
casino".  1  was  unconvinced.  In 
Auckland  I  stayed  in  an  ele¬ 
gant  “boutique  hotel"  run  by 
Mariette  Henning-Wells.  It 
was  the  epitome  of  suburban 


chic,  with  a  Kiwi  twist  —  a 
pool  overlooked  by  kumquai. 
hibiscus,  mandarin,  oleander 
and  palm,  and  a  breakfast 
menu  which  began  with  the 
message.  “I  would  like  to  greet 
the  day  in  slow  motion." 

fn  Wellington,  the  B&B  was 
3  modem  apartment  overlook¬ 
ing  the  harbour.  It  was  owned 
by" the  country's  leading  man¬ 
ufacturer  of  liquorish. 

In  both  cities  there  were 
modem  shopping  mails, 
cool  new  restaurants  on 
converted  quaysides, 
local  seafood  and  Sauvignon 
Blanc.  1  was  impressed  but  not 
awed.  One  morning  earlier  I 
had  woken  at  dawn  and  set 
sail  across  Lake  Tarawera 
under  ihe  gaze  of  an  old 
volcano  and  sacred  Mauri 
forests  id  breakfast  in  Hor 
Water  Boy.  where  the  sand 
was  baking  underfoot  and 
steam  rose  off  the  waters. 

Halfway  across  I  plunged  a 
line  off  the  stem  of  the  yacht. 
Clearwater  Pride,  and  a  71b 
rainbow  trout  obligingly  sank 
its  jaws  into  the"  hook  and 
emerged  in  lime  to  be  baked 
for  lunch  with  a  stuffing  of 
fresh  mint  and  kiwi  fruit.  The 
experience  made  me  fee)  al- 
mosi  as  dose  to  nature  as  the 
farmers  with  whom  I  had 
stayed. 

Civilised  though  its  cities 
may  be.  New  Zealand  is  still, 
essentially,  the  land  where 
Tane  Mahuta  reigns  supreme. 

Tim  Heald 

•  The  author  mis  a  guest  of  Silk 
Cut  Trawl  and  Air  New  Zealand. 
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WEEKEND  ■  SATURDAY  APRIL  5  1997. 


Weekend  break:  Sintra  is  one  of  Portugal’s  architectural  gems  and  well  worth  the  short  journey  from  Lisbon 

— - - - — - _  TCL  '  ! 


Byron  was  on 
the  right  line 


It  is  of  the  essence  that 
England's  most  famous 
Romantic  approved  of 
Sintra.  In  1809.  after  a 
week  of  losing  his  breakfast  on 
the  Lisbon  packet  from  Fal¬ 
mouth,  Byron  landed  in  Portu¬ 
gal.  “I  am  very  happy  here, 
because  I  loves  oranges,  and 
talks  bad  Latin  to  the  monks, 
who  understand  it  as  it  is  like 
their  own  —  and  I  goes  into 
society  (with  ray  pocket-pis¬ 
tols).  and  I  swims  in  the  Tagus 
all  across  at  once,  and  I  rides 
on  an  ass  or  a  mule,  and 
swears  Portuguese,  and  have 
got  a  diarrhoea  and  bites  from 
the  mosquitoes.  But  what  of 
that?  Comfort  must  not  be 
expected  by  folks  that  go  a 
pleasuring.” 

The  boy  wonder  stalked 
about  Lisbon,  found  it  filthy 
and  was  directed  into  the  hills. 
The  lush  heights  of  Sintra 
were  in  peril  of  getting  a  tacky 
name  for  themselves  as  a  place 
of  refuge  for  bored  merchants 
and  apostles  of  decadence; 
such  as  William  Beckford,  but 
the  young  poet  instantly 
caught  a  dose  of  brochure- 
writer's  hyperbole. 

“The  village  of  Sintra  about 
fifteen  miles  from  the  capital  is 
perhaps  in  every  respect  die 
most  delightful  in  Europe,”  he 
wrote.  “It  contains  beauties  of 
every  description  natural  and 
artificial,  palaces  and  gardens 
rising  in  the  midst  of  rocks, 
cataracts  and  precipices,  con¬ 
vents  on  stupendous  heights,  a 


distant  view  of  die  sea  and  the 
Tagus. . 

I  went  to  Sintra,  in  part  to 
test  Byron’s  description,  and 
was  surprised  to  find  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  truth  in  it  That  he 
hadn’t  yet  seen  anywhere  else 
in  Europe  is  beside  the  point 
his  egotism  made  him  an  un¬ 
cannily  good  judge.  Certain 
places  effortlessly  embody  our 
dreamscapes.  Sintra,  for  the 
British,  loomed  over  by  crags 
and  fissured  by  wooded  ra¬ 
vines,  encrusted  with  way-out 
Baroque  and  Moorish  fanta¬ 
sies,  is  a  romantic  counterpart 
to  the  sobriety  of  our  Otrie 
island.  This  is  Tangiers  with  a 
smell  of  Kent  woods: 
Sevenoaks  with  a  fever. 

To  a  British  visitor  with  the 
remotest  vestige  of  propriety 
there  is  a  set  itinerary  to  Sintra 
imposed  by  its  remarkable 
architecture. 

The  town  can  no  longer  be 
described  as  a  quiet  hill  vil¬ 
lage.  Tour  buses  drizzle 
through  its  streets  and  the  best 


way  to  enjoy  its  faintly  be¬ 
sieged  charms  is  to  take  the 
train  from  Lisbon  and  walk  or 
hire  a  taxi.  (You  should  stay 
overnight  at  the  Hotel  Central, 
or  use  the  Turismo  for  guid¬ 
ance.  A  glass  of  white: 
Burgemester  port  and  the  fall 
of  dusk,  and  the  town  centre  is 
suddenly  blessed  by  peace.)  I 
arrived  in  a  hire  car,  a  sin  that 
offered  the  advantage  of  lazy 
access  to  the  places  that  must 
be  seen. 

Sintra'S  architectural  curios¬ 
ities  are  out  of  aU  reasonable 
proportion  to  its  size,  its  chief 
attraction  being  the  bizarre 
centrepiece  of  die  Pal  ado  da 
Pena  on  the  hilltop  of  the 
pretty  Fata  park,  proof  that 
many  Germans  were  quite 
mad  150  years  ago.  Ferdinand 
de  Saios-Coburg-Gotha’s  sum¬ 
mer  residence  (he  was  married 
to  Maria  II)  puts  Disneyland's 
cardboard  turrets  and  ram¬ 
parts  in  the  shade,  and  must 
be  one  of  the  greatest  follies  of 
Europe  after  Neuschwanstein. 

There  are  further  oblig¬ 
atory  sites:  on  two 
rocky  hills  to  the 
north,  the  orit 
Castelo  dos  Mourns, 
which  the  12th-century  Moor¬ 
ish  commander  viewed  with 
dismay  the  barques  of  foe 
arriving  Crusaders;  another 
palace,  the  Seteais,  a  former 
monastery  now  a  hotel  de  luxe 
for  the  corpulent  likes  of  movie 
executives  and  Formula  1 


Sintra’s  chief  architectural  curiosity  is  the  Palado  da  Pena,  summer  residence  of  Ferdinand  de  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 


teams.  As  if  to  make  amends 
for  such  ostentation,  foe  cork- 
lined  cells  of  foe  Convento  dos 
jchos.  which  lies  at  foe 
of  a  snaking  birch-lined 
road,  all  doumess,  muffled 
walls  and  penitential  quiet 
There  must  have  been  some¬ 


thing  in  the  nature  of  foe 
Portuguese,  a  stoicism  laced 
with  Catholic  tolerance,  which 
has  let  foe  extravagance  of 
Sintra's  visitors  pass.  (Possibly 
it  was  the  damp.  The  sun 
shines  most  days  but  I  noticed 
the  atmosphere  robbing  me  of 


Stockholm.  If  you  want  to  impress  your  friends. 


indignation  at  the  flocks  of 
other  tourists,  a  fact  I  put 
down  to  the  soothing  humidity 
of  the  surrounding  woods.) 

To  a  heritage-saturated  Brit¬ 
ish  visitor  it  seems  incredible 
that  a  town  which  has  seen 
what  Sintra  has  seen  should 
have  stayed  so  unselfconscious 
and  calm. 

One  result  of  its  memorable 
calm  is  that  foe  town  itself,  not 
foe  follies  round  it,  is  the  best 
part  of  a  visit  I  could  turn  two 
comers  and  there  was  not  a 
foreigner  about  Another  two 
comers  and  it  was  a  mere  ten 
yards  to  theTulhas  Bar  in  Rua 
Gfl  Vicente,  with  its  excellent, 
languidly  served  pinches  de 
gambas  and  chips. 

These  reminders  of  funda¬ 
mental  southern  slowness, 
and  the  charming  if  haphaz¬ 
ard  domestic  architecture  of 
Sintra- Vila,  are  a  more  than 
adequate  justification  of  By¬ 
ron’s  uninformed  enthusiasm. 

However,  it  is  a  curi¬ 
ous  fact  that  the 
town's  most  mag¬ 
nificent  building 
does  not  feature  in  most 
guidebooks.  Five  minutes’ 
walk  from  foe  Tulhas  Bar  on 
the  road  to  the  coast  is  a  grand 
and  fantastic  quinta  of  many 
towers,  foe  Belvedere. 

Subdued  by  the  total  war  of 
tour  buses  and  their  regi¬ 
ments,  the  centre  of  Sintra 
cant  be  what  it  once  was,  but 
strolling  past  the  Belvedere 
after  lunch,  which  I  did  sev¬ 
eral  times,  offers  proof  that  foe 
Sintra  of  your  imagination  is 
still  alive. 

Even  among  the  competitive 


facades  of  Venice’s  smaller 
churches  T  don't  think  I  ever 
saw  a  more  obsessively  deco¬ 
rated  execution  of  a  Baroque 
building  than  this  splendid, 
damp-sneaked  masterpiece. 

The  game  may  be  almost 
up;  but  better  late  than  never, 
pal  —  as  Byron  so  succinctly 
put  it  about  a  completely 
different  amatory  encounter. 

Julian  Evans 

•  The  author  was  a  guest  of 
British  Airways  Holidays. 


FACT  FILE 


■  Howto  genhae  British 
Airways  Holidays  (01293  723100) 
offers  a  three-night  Lisbon 

City  Break  at  the  three-star  Hold 
Capitol  (about  five  minutes 
from  Edward  VJI  Park,  dose  to 
the  city  centre)  from  £295  per 
person  (until  July  I),  including  ;  ; 
scheduled  return  flights,  bed 
and  breakfast  and  transfer.  __  y. 

■  Where  to  stay:  Hotel 

Central.  Praca  da  Republicans.  -  -•  ;j 
2710 Sintra (00 3511923006$;  ; 

double  rooms  from  9.700  •  i" 

escudos  (about  £42).  Quinta  -f? : 

das  Sequoias,  App  104, 2710  • 

Sintra  (00  3511 924  38  21),.  ^ 

■  For  further  information  on.  i . 

hotels  at  all  prices,  and  places  ' 
visit,  call  at  the  Turismo,  dose  i 
by  the  Praga  da  Repiiblica,  whtefe  1 

is  open  9am-8pm  Jun-Sept,  -  • ;  ■  j' 

and  9am-7pm  Oct-May.  Or  *  ■* 
phone  00  351 1923  39  19.  ;  •  \ 

■  Car  hire  in  Lisbon  can  be  '?•  ; 

arranged  with  Hertz  through  '  l 

British  Airways  Holidays  and 
costs  about  £35  a  day  for  the  first 
five  days,  £28  thereafter. 

■  The  journey  from  Lisbon  to 
Sintra  takes  45  minutes  by  car. 

The  train  leaves  from  the 
Rossio  station  in  Lisbon  (E1.48 
return)  and  takes  about  an  ..  . 
hour.  Sintra's  station  is  15 
minutes’  walk  from  S  intra- 

Vila  centre. 

■  In  southern  Portugal  — 

Lisbon  to  the  Algarve  — the  - 
weather  is  hot  from  May  to 
November  (20C  upwards)  and  . 
remarkably  mild  the  rest  of 

the  year.  In  the  high  season  (June- 
Sepf)  booking  is  strongly 
recommended. 

■  To  travel  with  Portugal 
The  Rough  Guide  (Rough 
Guides.  E9.99)  at  times  seems 
like  going  armed  with  the 
equivalent  of  a  liquorice  pistol 
(eg,  the  country  market  is  on  the 
first  and  third  of  each  month, 
not  the  second  and  last). 

Nevertheless,  it  is  the  most 
comprehensive,  practical  and 
reliable  of  all  those  available. 

■  Recommended  reacting: . 

Portugal,  by  David  J  J.  Evans 
(Cadogan.  £14.99).  Lisbon. 
photos  and  text  by  Manfred 
Hamm  and  Werner 
Radasewstry  (Nicolai.  £14.99). 

The  Year  cf  the  Death  of 
Ricardo  Reis.  byJosi  Sanunago 
(Harvifl,  £8-99). 
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The  following  tour  operators  have  package  tours  to  Stockholm: 

Scantours  WOM  ■  frwebcme  '  '  (WBpp| 

-  A VortAaf Short Brmmta  S 


SCANDINAVIAN 


For  their  special  full  colour  brochure  contact  the  Stockholm  hot-line  on  0800-99  22  22.  Send  your  next  postcard from  Stockholm. 


Lisbon  &  Oporto 


£138 


plus  3  days  free  car  hire  when 
2  adults  travel  together. 


Far  reservations  and  full  conditions 
contact  your  local  travel  agent  or 
TAP  Air  Portugal:  0171  828  0262  The  best  deal  Hying 
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iv  #  Brittany:  Under  canvas  on  a  luxurious  site,  and  walking  in  Arthur’s  footsteps  L0  CROSS 
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Th  16th-century  Manoir  du  Cleuziou,  not  far  from  Bel  1  e-I sle-en-Tenc  in  central  Brittany,  whose  splendid  grounds  contain  magnificent  camping  sites  that  are  ideal  for  families 


Remember  that  depressing 
smell  of  damp  tent  as  you 
unrolled  it  on  arrival  at 
your  camping  site?  The 
disappearance  of  those  two  crucial 
pegs  so  that  it  flapped  all  night  in  the 
wind?  The  ground  with  a  bump 
under  your  hip  and  a  hollow  under 
your  head?  The  wet  that  came 
through  because  the  fly  sheet  had 
mysteriously  disappeared  since  the 
last  time  you  camped?  And  that  was 
just  the  first  night. 

Times  have  changed.  Now,  when 
you  tell  friends  you  have  just  re¬ 
turned  from  camping  with  die  child¬ 
ren,  and  they  say  “Oh,  great",  with 
that  half-disguised  look  of  pity,  you 
can  keep  your  secret  to  yourself. 

The  tent  at  our  Brittany  campsite 
was  already  ser  up  for  us.  a  spacious 
affair  with  a  sirring  and  kitchen  area 
in  front  and  two  sleeping  areas  to  the 
rear  (one  with  two  beds  for  the 
children,  the  other  with  a  double  bed 
for  the  parents),  with  a  thin  area 
between  for  hanging  up  clothes.  The 
rent  pegs  were  all  in  place.  The  floor 
was  firm  and  flat  A  proper  gas  stove 
with  four  rings  and  -  a  grill  sat 
reassuringly  next  to  the  fridge,  with  - 
crockery,  cutlery,  pots,  pans  and 
corkscrew  stored  in  units.  There  was 
even  an  electric  light  which  worked. 
A  dining  table  could  be  moved 
outside  and  set  up  with  a  sun 
umbrella.  This  was  tough  camping. 

The  Manor  du  Clevmou.  not  fer 
from  Belle-lsle-en-Terre  on  die  road 
between  Gu  in  gamp  and  Morlaix  in 
central  Brittany,  was  our  choice.  The 
camping  sites  in  the  grounds  of  the 
manor  house,  dating  back  to  the  16th 
century,  are  secluded  behind  hedges 
and  flowers.  All  the  facilities  of  the 
manor  — .  swimming  pool,  tennis 
court,  billiard  room,  volleyball  court, 
grassy  play-area  for  children,  shop — 
are  available  to  the  campers. 

The  sites  belong  either  to  die 
Manoir  or  to  one  of  two  camping 
organisations.  We  were  with  French 
Country  Camping,  which  makes  a 
point  of  having  two  “mature"  cour¬ 
iers  to  look  after  their  campers.  Ours 
were  Bill  and  Win,  a  good-humoured 
couple  who  were  more  like  parents, 
always  there  to  help  out.  Bui  could 
usually  be  found  repairing  bicycles 
(rental  was  free,  with  helmets), 
preparing  the  ground  (one  mole  was 


Camping  for 
connoisseurs 


Campers  enjoying  the  swimming  pool  at  Manoir  du  Cleuziou 


in  residence,  too)  or  advising  on 
places  to  go  or  which  restaurants  ra 
visit.  The  children  rook  ra  Win 
instantly.  Campers  with  the  other 
organisations  said  how  much  they 
envied  us  our  two  organisers. 

This  is  a  holiday  for  families. 
Within  about  8.6  seconds  of  pulling  in 
after  the  drive  from  the  ferry  at  Caen, 
five-year-old  Laura  had  rushed  up  to 
our  daughters  and  whisked  them  off 
to  the  playground.  Her  family-  we 
later  discovered,  had  postponed  their 
trip  south  to  stay  on  longer  because 
they  liked  Cleuziou  so  much.  Child¬ 
ren  adore  the  freedom  to  rush  where 


they  want  around  the  spacious 
grounds,  though  you  may  have  to 
keep  them  awaj  from  the  pool.  The 
Manoir  is  miles  our  in  the  country 
and  parents  accustomed  to  consiant 
vigilance  suddenly  find  themselves 
relaxing.  .Another  pleasure  fur  town- 
dwellers  being  su  far  out  in  the  sacks 
is  the  complete  absence  of  light 
pollution  ai  night.  Hale-Boppers  at 
Cleuziou  will  be  in  heaven  at  present. 

Cleuziou  is  well  signposted  along 
pretty  lanes  running  past  farmland 
where  cows  easily  outnumber  people. 
This  is  Brittany  off  the  beaten  track, 
where  you  have  to  drive  half  an  hour 


FACT  FILE 


■  French  Country  Camping, 
Canute  Court  Toft  Road. 
Knutsford.  Cheshire  WAI6  ONL 
(01565  6262b6). 

■  A  tent  at  Manoir  du  Cleuziou 
for  two  adults  and  up  to  four 
children,  return  ferry  crossing 
and  travel  pack  costs  £591  a  week 
in  peak  summer,  029  in  late 
August  Mobile  homes  and 
country  chalets  also  available. 

■  Ferry  and  Le  Shuttle  crossing 
are  arranged  through  the  leading 
operators.  Muld-site  holidays  can 
also  be  arranged.  There  are  sires 
in  Italy.  Switzerland  and  Spain  as 
well  as  all  over  France.  Sites  are 
chosen  for  their  character  and 
tend  to  be  small  and  secluded. 

■  Reading:  French  Enrrie  — 
Brittany,  bj  Patricia  Fenn 
(QuOler.  £6.951-  Everyman 
Brittany  (Everyman,  £16.99). 
Camping  COmmning:  Le  guide 
(Michelin.  £850). 


to  reach  the  pink  granite  coast.  The 
villages  are  picturesque,  houses 
yellow-stoned  or  whitewashed,  with 
Immaculate  displays  of  geraniums 
when  we  visited  in  late  August 
We  were  newcomers  to  the  plea¬ 
sures  of  Brittany.  The  Concorde 
restaurant  near  the  church  in 
Louargat  has  good  food,  with  menus 
from  about  FrbG  ra  FrIOO.  The  tiny 
market  there  prorides  delicious 
pates,  mussels  and  other  produce  for 
a  cook-up  ai  the  campsite,  live 
rabbits,  ducklings  and  chickens  were 
a  further  disrraction.  but  not  for  the 
pot.  Neighbouring  Belle-lsle-en- 
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Terre  has  an  unpretentious  charm 
and  is  worth  a  visit,  especially  when 
the  arcus  is  in  town.  Camels  and 
llamas  were  grazing  on  the  green 
when  we  wandered  past 
But  the  short  drive  to  the  pink 
granite  coast,  which  stretches  from 
Tregastel  in  the  west  to  Brehat  in  the 
east  yielded  all  kinds  of  pleasures. 
One  of  our  favourite  spots  was  St 
Michel-en-Greve.  where  the  beach  is 
vast  and  there  is  a  gorgeous  view 
from  the  churchyard  with  its  elabo¬ 
rate  and  colourful  gravestones.  For 
those  willing  to  drive  further  afield 
the  whole  of  west  Brittany  lies  ready 
to  explore. 


Back  at  the  campsite  after  a 
day  out  you  can  eat  at  the 
snack  bar  by  the  pool  and 
there  is  a  creperie  in  the 
cellar  of  the  Manoir.  but  for  a  treat 
one  night  the  restaurant  is  excellent 
Fillet  of  red  mullet  with  crispy 
artichoke  chips,  potato  stuffed  with 
crab,  rabbit  in  a  caramel  sauce  . . . 
this  made  a  change  from  the  honest 
fare  we  had  cooked  bade  at  the  tent 
There  was  also  a  two-stage  main 
course:  demi-canette  rotie,  where  a 
quarter  of  the  dud;  comes  in  a  sauce 
made  from  chouchenn.  the  local  spicy 
spirit,  followed  by  a  crispier  quarter 
with  lettuce.  The  five  set  menus  range 
from  FrtiO  to  Fr225.  where  you  leave 
the  choice  to  die  chef.  Children  can 
have  three  courses  for  FrbO. 

Camping  in  this  style  is  a  relaxing 
way  to  spend  a  holiday  and  will  not 
break  die  bank.  We  will  be  back,  if 
the  clamouring  oi  small  voices  is 
anything  to  go  by. 

Timothy  Rice 

•  The  author  was  a  guest  of  French 
Country  Camping. 


In  the  Gallic  footsteps  of  King  Arthur 


The  forest  of  Faimpont  is 
ail  that  remains  of  the 
great  medieval  hunting 
forest  of  Broceliande,  a  setting 
filled  with  folk) are  in  the  green 
country  west  of  Rennes. 
Legend  has  it  that  Joseph  of 
Arimathea  sheltered  in  Broce¬ 
liande  after  the  Crucifixion, 
taking  with  him  the  Holy 
Grail,  the  cup  Christ  drank 
from  at  the  Last  Supper. 

The  French  also  believe  that 
King  Arthur,  Merlin.  Sir  Lan¬ 
celot  and  the  rest  were  Bretons 
who  lived  in  the  forest,  and 
never  came  to  England  at  all. 
This  may  seem  unlikely  to  a 
iru e-blue  BriT,  but  to  add 
lustre  to  this  claim  the  local 
people  have  recently  en¬ 
shrined  their  Arthurian  leg¬ 
ends  in  the  form  of  a  circular 
walk  m  the  woods.  The  three- 


day  trek  is  a  quest  in  itself, 
through  a  countryside 
crammed  with  romantically- 
named  places,  like  Folle  Pfcn- 
s6e  and  la  Val  Sans  Retour, 
Merlin’s  Tomb,  The  Golden 
Tree  and  the  Rock  of  the  Goat; 
these  names  alone  should 
make  you  want  to  go  there. 

The  walk  began,  as  all 
walks  should,  with  a  very  long 
lunch.  This  was  taken  at  the 
Relais  de  Broceliande.  a  small 
logis  by  the  lake  at  Paimpont. 
Seafood  and  crepes  and  a 
battle  or  two  of  local  ridre- 
bouche  did  not  prepare  us  for 
the  walk  or  the  sight  of  the 
hotel  parrot  drinking  beer 
from  a  tap  on  the  bar. 

Paimpont  is  pretty,  with  a 
medieval  abbey  and  a  great 
lake  and  plenty  of  walks  in  the 
surrounding  woods.  Our  walk 
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that  afternoon  was  a  rather 
long  13  miles,  mostly  on  forest 
tracks.  It  might  have  been 
shorter  but  we  got  lost  and 
saw  not  a  sign  of  a  knight  or  a 
fairy.  Eventually  we  emerged 
from  the  woods  and  found 
signs  to  our  first  night  stop,  the 
Manoir  de  Terrre.  a  romantic 
hotel  on  the  outskirts  of 
Paimpont. 

Parts  the  Manoir  date  back 
to  the  Middle  Ages,  and  a 
recent  owner  was  a  leading 
light  of  the  Breton  Druids,  but 
today  the  hotel  attracts  lovers 
who  dine  by  candlelight  with 
fingers  entwined  and  mud- 
spattered  walkers  from  the 
surrounding  woods  who  sit 
about  in  their  socks.  There  is  a 
dog  and  a  big  log  fire,  a  useful 
bar,  a  flock  of  sheep,  four- 
poster  beds  and  a  very  muddy 
walk  to  a  spot  in  the  nearby’ 
woods  where  the  Druids  used 
to  gather. 

We  squelched  down  there 
after  breakfast  next  day  and 
learnt  tftar  the  essential  re¬ 
quirements  for  Druid  gather¬ 
ing  are  holly,  beech  and 
chestnut  trees,  a  rushing 
stream,  mistletoe  and  a  flat 
rock;  lay  on  that  loi  anti  you 
will  scon  be  waist-deep  in 
Druids.  All  this  was  good 
colourful  stuff  but  our  quest 
was  for  King  Arthur  and  we 
pressed  on  for  rhe  Fontaine  de 
Barenron  and  another  dose  of 
Arthurian  legend. 

The  Fomaine  lies  deep  in  the 
woods  and.  because  we  were 
once  again  lost,  we  got  ihere  in 
the  end  by  following  a  crcrap  of 
French  schoolchildren  out  For 
a  cultural  ramble.  The  story  ol 
Barenton  concerns  Merlin. 
King  Arthur's  personal  wiz¬ 
ard.  who  fell  in  love  with  ihe 
fairy  Vivaine  who  lived  here¬ 
abouts.  For  reasons  yel  un¬ 
known  she  shut  him  in  a  stone 
by  the  Fontaine  de  Baremun 
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Fontaine  de  Barenton.  where  Merlin  is  said  to  be  captive 


where  he  still  lurks  and  works 
his  magic. 

Locaf  legend  has  it  that  if 
you  pour  water  on  Merlin's 
Stone  at  the  Fomaine  it  will 
start  to  rain.  Since  it  rains 
every  five  minutes  in  Brittany 
at  the  bft>r  of  times  this  seemed 
a  fair  bet.  bur  the  snag  is  to 
find  the  right  stone. 

In  the  cud  we  poured  water 
on  every  stone  around  the 
Fontaine  and.  sure 
enough,  it  started  to  rain. 
Wiihin  five  minutes  it  was 
coming  down  like  stair-rods. 

It  was  still  raining  when  -  ve 
checked  into  ihe  Auberge  de  la 
Table  Rond  ai  Meant  sur  Yvel 
That  evening  and.  when  -vie 
went  down  iu  dinner,  water 
w  as  pouring  across  the  floor  of 


the  bar  from  a  leak  in  an 
upstairs  bathroom.  Pouring 
water  on  Merlin’s  Stone 
should  only  be  done  with  care. 

The  final  leg  of  the  walk.  19 
miles  back  to  the  car  at 
Paimpont.  is,  frankly,  some¬ 
thing  of  a  slog.  On  the  other 
hand  the  scenery  is  superb 
and  tiiis  day  offered  the  finest 
walking  of  the  trip,  up  the 
Valley  of  No  Return  to  the 
castle  of  Lancelot  du  Lac  at 
Trecesscm  beside  rushing 
streams,  along  ridges  above 
valleys  cloaked  with  gorse.  We 
managed  ra  get  lost  yet  again 
above  the  Val  Sans  Retour  but 
were  rescued  by  the  same 
schoolchildren  we  had  met  the 
day  before:  they  are  now 
convinced  that  Folle  Pens^e 
was  founded  by  the  English. 


FACT  FILE 


■  Brittany  Ferries  (0990 
360360)  offers  a  five-day 
excursion  fare  to  St 
Mato  from  £152. 

■  The  dosest  port  to 
Parmpom  is  St  Mato,  which 
is  served  by  Brittany 
Ferries  from  Portsmouth. 
Full  details  from  any 
ABTA  travel  agent  or  from 
Brittany  Ferries  on  the 
number  above. 

■  Walking  holidays  in 
Brittany  can  also  be 
arranged  through 
Inntravd  of  Hovingham. 
Yorkshire  <01653  628SII). 

■  Walkers  in  Brittany 
will  need  boots  or  stout 
trainers,  a  rainproof 
anorak  and  a  small 
daypack.  The  Michelin 
Green  Guide  to  Brittany,  in 
English,  explains  the 

his  lory  and  legends  of 
Broceliande. 


This  three-day  trek  through 
the  woods  of  Broceliande  is  a 
good  introduction  to  the  plea¬ 
sures  of  walking  in  France. 
The  daily  stages  are  ratfter 
long,  at  13. 16  and  19  miles,  but 
the  countryside  is  gende  and 
there  are  villages  on  every  side 
equipped  with  bars  and  a  few 
Arthurian  legends.  The  hotels 
are  comfortable  and  the  food 
was  excellent  but.  best  of  all, 
this  is  a  walk  with  a  theme. 

Merlin  may  or  may  not  be 
locked  in  a  rock  but  these 
Dark  Age  tales  hang  over  the 
woods  of  Broceliande  and 
make  this  walking  holiday 
that  tittle  bit  special.  Just  go 
easy  with  the  water  around  the 
stones  of  Barenton. 

Robin  Neillands 


BaRgams 

of  ’97. 


fRQm 

£59f 

RetjjRN 


fabm 

£8 9 • 

RettJRN 


w 

Lowest]  pRices 
guaR^Nteea 


Dikestone  -**■ 


-*►  Calais 


For  reservations  call 

0990  700  800 

or  your  travel  agent. 


tWc»  Quoted  «  nW  hr  deptmnt  Iran  FofanontlUh  bnbxft  HOT  In*.  -Savar  Wd  -  mua 
7  day*  in  adwaaca  and  ty  3D  Aprt  BS7.  U  Shull*  paramu  d*  lowen  Dun  Free  t* lew 
H  van  Bad  *»  IfenKil  Duty  Free  proOud  ini  uta  cheaper  hurt  toother  eKn&Ourw«l  o 
iMi*y«na  iSK  from  the  dma  lev  itaKftued  t  from  le  Sftunft  men  refund  rfa  difiat 
tacmoaoW  prior  a  pres*  itoj  are  umtil ond  upon  retime  cflw  puditees.  Alt  ct 
nude  nothin  WteayelBlii  dm  s*  WdW>  horn  Le  Shunt  Prka  includes  tor  end  < 
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TRAVEL 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL: 

0171 481 1989  (TRADE) 
0171 481 4000  (PRIVATE) 
FAX- 0171 782  7824 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


UAL  &  OMAN  SRI  LANKA  MALDIVES  THAILAND 


SPECIAL  OFFERS  DUBAI 

From  £299  4*fakdBtr&MEl 

14nts  DUBAI  +  BANGKOK  + 
PHUKET -from  £998 
16nts  DUBAI  +  BANGKOK  + 
SINGAPORE +  H0HG  KONG 

from  £1149 

(MnrMMb). 

Wb  offer  the  bigot  Mtocttai  at  city  ft 
bocti  ho  tab  &  lours  in  UAE  &  Oman. 
Hnrasnmi  othar  combinations  with  tha 
Far  East  also  tatuml. 


From  £775  7 nts  FB 

flflaa  Enfant  and  Mr  Lanks 

9  nts  MALDIVES  +4oti  DUBAI 
from  £960 

7nts  SRI  LANKA  TOUR  + 
Sals  MALDIYES-from  £1129 
4nts  SINGAPORE + 

7ats  HALDIVES-from  £997 

Choke  of  fstaritis^inMskUws  is  offend, 
together  with  numerous  other 
aaiinafiooswlth  tha  Far  East  & 
MhftieEasL 


SPECIAL  OFFERS 

(CdkrMaadq. 

Prices  from: 

lOnte  CAPE  PMWA  PHUKET-  £58( 

14«s  IHPERML  BOAT  HOUSE.  KOH 

SJUM  -  £882  (7nhs  btst  An  led.) 

A  tame  selection  of  bobfe  in  Bangkok, 
Ptatat  Koh  Saraui,  Cba-Am  &  Hua  Hin 
art  featured  at  some  of  the  best 
price*  wafaMc. 


JS 

- -  HOLIDAYS 

Our  new 

Middle  East  &  The 
Orient  brochure  now 
available.  Please 
contact  your  travel 
agent  or  call... 

Tel:  0181 423  3000 

ATOL  ABTA  AITO 


MALAYSIA  SINGAPORE  HONG  KONG  Wljr  BANGKOt 


SPECIAL  OFFERS  PENANG 

Prices  fronu 

7rrt$  GOLDEN  SANDS -£589 

(20%  FSB  tamd  etaomBabie) 

7nts  PENANG  MUT1ARA-  £619 

lOntsCASUARWAt*.— rH89 
(5  days  Brad  &  1  dnurtfsomcfeaM) 

14iitS  BAY  VIEW -£609 

(OMBatoiy  Blur- per  JocaBrmpmt 
£7  pp  pentO 

Other  hotels  &  noawrous  moiti-  centres 
aka  available. 


From  £725 

tea  tor  Haste). 

Eight  hotels  are  featured 
in  Hong  Kong,  together  with 
a  variety  of  tours  in  China. 

Also  offered  are  a  full  range 
of  multi-centre  combinations 
with  other  destinations 
in  the  Far  East 


SPECIAL  OFFERS 

(CttferMMdd. 

Roots  osJy  prices  rroat 

7nts  S/UHffi  BAU- £644 
7rtsBAU  DYNASTY- £655 
7 nts  BALI  HH.T0H-  £746 
7ntsBAU  HYATT- £788 


MIDNIGHT  SWN 

.  fop/ktoffRh 


OSLO  (TTY  BREAKS 

ZMGvn  ROM  A 

ONUf  £249 


S4S 


For  more  information 
contact  the  Norwegian 
Tourist  Beard  on 

0171  321  0666 

or  correct  your  Ices; 
firavvl 


NEW  YORK  £185 
BANGKOK  £329 

rrr 


0171  439  4181 


OrJES 

0171  916  1100 

CHEAPEST 

FLIGHTS 

0121  698  9898 
0161  476  4764 

SUfJSHARE  VACATIONS 


01476  592095 


m 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


% 


Start  your  holiday 
with  a 

Cruise  Night  out 


umm-amrnm 
WMUHNUE  0171 730  Bill 
EHOK  01717303402 
MHHNHKft  0171 7302101 

■BSTOl  01179292484 
flm  01 K5  242  067 
EDMnUU  01316603303 
■HQESTB  01612731721 


o 

BREA 

oii  cliies  Iron  2G  UK  iiircorc 


|Q ITI  MO^I  M| 


APRIL  FLIGHTS 

Euti'Di1  s>  '■.'inrld'.iidu 


Afcante  fr£99  Mahga  fr  £99 
Athens  £139  Is ON  £139 
BwBfaa£tQ5  Palma  £99 
Madrid  £US'finrifc  £129 


tnghams  y; 


Luxurious  ramcdB  kxlges. 
Walking,  canooing,  ricfingsnd 
vbHcIs  safaris  with  »v  very 
beet  guttoe.  Supert)  wfcflfe. 
Adventure  wttti  comfort.  Cal 
us  to  create  your  ideal  safari 

I  Rnm  or  tax  arc 

Tel:  (D1604)  23979  Fanc3B879 


honaaa  with  pools  In  nnspallx 
atmaa.  Souh-Ent  &  Folteooe. 
01954  261431.  Awl  2787  Atto 


CANARIES  &  MADEIRA 


JOS  QKUUfnSi  TanuifB.  Vllta 
far  rant  in  ndtSW  B 
Katqora  eemplra.  3  doabh 
bad*,  2  bathroom*  folk 
aqvlppvd  Mich—.  wrariw 
noon  ftriiain,  E350pw.  ThL 
003422862146 


01276  686808 


Outer  HJeni  nil  hafafay  tens 
taaB  Agon  far  AK&bafckn 
Vim  -  Miami  ■  Swfch  -  UuCCQa— 


We  prawdea  lull  range 
of  sereins  far  youth  and 
student  travelen,  induing 


lLstf’1  low^t^Son. 


car  hire,  ID  aids, 

adventure  tours- 


07000  337743 

P&D  T  North  Sea  Ferries 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


*teMdBnakw 


MADBKA  Spado—  —a front  pn 

|  AUSTRALIA 
ll  &  NEW  ZEALAND 


Te'ephone: 

0181  681  3612 


EASTERN  EUROPE 


soumAFna 

ZWRABWE,HNTA,  BOTSWANA,  | 
|  NAlfiBLLUKZAKU 
FUOTS.SAHBS,  HOTELS,  KHMX^  '■ 
CODRTBr  HOUSER  CAB  HIRE  . 


bllkceelikrnfanhfak 

10171388  6211 

niMawiV  a  ragnwoiu*  1| 

BALEARTCS 


IBKMCA  Amactiio  iDh(  / 


BoUbm  001903)  234024 

fMInri  ABTA  V4424X _ 

■IJlUaCA  Lon  ftuiaMpn—  in  5 
waUad  acre*  la.  Mahmi.  2  ■ 
San  laid.  40ft  pool,  4  dbia 
Mxxaa  (3  nn-auinj  and  mack 
man.  Id  aw  uoA  OO  335 
57464823/  Pax  B746S087 


How  can  you 
see  the  best 
of  Australia  in 
just  one  holiday ? 


Visit  South  Australia. 

Oiios  you've  read  our  comprehensive  guide, 
you'll  see  why!  For  your  free  copy  call: 


Holiday  aAA 

lb  Zakopane  In  the  . 
Beautiful  Tatra  Mountains 


New  MflJenRhim^Hftlids^ 

Brochure:. 012  t-TlI  3269'] 


CRUISE  &  SAIL 
ABROAD 


MKH  GMUU8  aatf  drtra  4-12 
barth  Fanttfrattaa  ten  21 


Grata—. 
■ATTO  ATOL 


South  Australian  Tourism  Commission 


acute  fa  mnnia 


Zahnthoa.GnMca.lU  (01243) 
511499.  Broch  Has  513661. 


From  the  Castilian  plains  through  vibrant  Andalusia  to  the  unforgettable  splendour  of  Madrid,  we  invite  you  to  discooet 


SPAIN 


S  D  \  v  r scour//) 
rot.  R  /ROM 

£499 


THE  BEST  IN  QUALITY  ESCORTED 
TOURS  WORLDWIDE 

The  Complete  Escorted  Toar  Experience  With  Our  VIP  Local  Departure  Service  Offered 
Free  From  Over  1100  UK  Points  On  All  Dates!  Now  booking  through  to  March  1993. 

Titan  clients  have  always  appreciated  the  attention  to  quality  in  economy  hotels  for  their  tours  -  often  with 
transport  and  accommodation  as  wefl  as  service  that  characterises  en-suite  shower  only  and  no  bath.  It  is  why  in 
our  tours.  And  nowhere  is  this  more  important  than  when  you  are  South  Africa  we  stay  at  Mala  Mala,  probably 
.  travelling  perhaps  half-way  across  the  woiid  for  the  world's  most  celebrated  game  lodge,  which  ^ 

ifipr  a  rardy-to-be-repeaied  holiday  experience.  That  is  why  has  hosted  many  stars,  statesmen  and  •  V- 


in  Australia,  for  instance,  we  use  die  luxnrious  millionaires.  It  is  why  we  include 


^Kdbj^pVSoutheni  Pacific  Hotels  group,  boasting  such  the  greatest  attractions,  stunning  '  'v(iMBESX 

magnificent  properties  as  foie  five-star  Sails  locations  and  top  hotels  in  New  Zealand,  Fiji  and  a  i 

™  *e  DesCTt  Hotel  at  Ayers  Rock,  host  of  other  exotic  places.  We  want  you  to  return  home 
wide  most  other  operators  choose  feefii^  that  your  Ix^hy  of  altfetime’ has  been  precisely  tha. 

THE  BEST  OF  AUSTRALIA 

With  such  a  variety  of  beaatifhl  scenery  and  so  many  unftpe  experiences  to  coaches,  foe  best  in  the  wodd,  driven  by  highly  trained  driver  guides,  our 
enjoy  our  Australian  tours  have  been  praised  kw  seeding  the  mas  vrefl  informed  tour  managers  on  call  24  hwns  a  day  and  file  bet  dca  we 
outstanding  and  including  them  all  in  holidays  which  have  beoi  hailed  by  select  the  best  rooms  and  INCLUDE  the  sights  ihai  everyone  would  want  to 
ftottsaodsof  diems  as  the  very  best.  They  have  appreciated  the  excellently  see,  winch  other  operators  offer  as  expensive  optional  extras.  We  could 
located  four  and  five  star  botds  and  die  opportunity  to  take  a  refaxmg  bah  have  put  together  pared-down,  bare-bones  tours  and  offered  them  ai  a 
in  en-suae  luxury  as  opposed  to  the  shower-only  fadMescoaunmiiy^ found  cheaper  price.  But  that's  not  our  style  -or  yoors!  Tb  find  out  more  about 
in  tower-grade  hotels  used  bf  other  operators.  Then  there  are  the  hinny  what  the  BEST  reaDy  means,  send  lor  our  brochure. 


locked  four  and  five  scar  hotels  and  the  opportunity  to  take  a 


BEST  OF  AUSTRALIA- 22  days  from  £2995*  NATURAL  WONDERS  OF  AUSTRALIA 

Mefcoume  •  Island  •  Great  Ocean  Road  •  Mount  Gambier  25  days  from  £3875* 

AtteWde^/^ws  Rock#  Alee  springs  Cove  *Cafrns*IOaBrda  Perth  •Ayers  Rock.  ASce  Springs  •  Kakadu  National  RarkuDarwin 

Great  Barrier  Reef  •  Sydney  Daintree  Rain  Forest  •  Great  Barrier  Reef  •  Brisbane 

BEST  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  &FUI- 21  days  from  £27975*  L^PMKbMSanaMy.s^.aw™ 

CMsfcfrrtheDuneduiulfeAnauulflfadSoirideCfcjeenstoM  BEST  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA -20  days  from  £2945* 

VVhAtotan* Tan uTloloruauWaukxTn  Canes uAuddandu Nad -F^ Hands  Johannesburg •  Pretoria .Knjger  MaSoral  PaA.iiafetere Mate  Mala 

New  Zoteid  tea  coontry  where  realfly  soipa»es  imaginaikHL  Tbeamtrasis  of  Rrt  •  Ulundl  •  Umlblazi  •  Port  BzabeSi  Dtsban  •  Outflshoom 

kndsoqjes,  from  ghders  lo  boifing  mnd  pools.  Qords  to  fertfle  pfalns  and  forests  WSdemess  •  Geoige  •  Knysna  •  Cape  Town 

[o  ri^TTtinp  borboiire,  combiae  lo  mate  this  an  nnSjTgeoahle  experience.  Add  to  The  grandoir  of  the  scenety,  the  breathtakinR  beauty  of  the  coag&ne  and  bcachg 
this  ibe  Maoi  enhore.  the  namral  beamy  and  serenSy  rad  of  coarse  ihe  hospitaEiy  md  the  uKomptrable  wOdtQe,  mnke  Somh  Africa  oae  of  the  world’s  top  louring 
oftbe-BwT  people  and  you  hare  the  ingredients  for  a  irafr  manwsMe  holiday  dftainaiions.  We  hare  oontbtned  top  goaHty  acconuaodaiioo  with  the  major  sigh 
WciUno  >mHi  Worfa  and  Somh  islands,  the  holiday  poodndes  with  a  three  njghi  stay  and  a  say  at  probably  ooe  of  Africa's  mou  Emwos  privae  g*me  resenc.  Mala 
on  the  Pacific  paradise  eland  of  FiJL  Mala,  aeonig  a.  toarwhki  cm  reaDy  boast  ofbehjg  the  Best  of  Somh  Africa. 

IT5I  JAI  Tb  receire  yom  lanchura  aid  detais  af  hew  !■ 

LS  book  plea^j  ofl  aur  Z4  hwr  brachme  boffin 

fSo  SaTTaI  w  retarn  to  caapWed  coupon  bdow. 


and  a  say  at  probably  ooe  of  Africa's  mas  Ennoas  privaie  g*me  resere.  Mala 
Mala,  aeonig  a  War  whk±  can  reaDy  boas  of  beiqg  the  Best  of  Somh  Africa. 
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1 2850 [  AtBTAi 
British  Aikwats 


^Aflt  MEW  ZEALAND 


01737  760033 

OflFICE  0PEHINB  HOURS 


Safanday— - s® 

moral  wpnrt  ft*»  prao^nCiyF«aanral»»»ra;uail«* 

«rawh*eiricM«fBi«lioliWai»«tefaadiJB«**»«i»fart 


4V 

sr 

Our  Service  Makes  a  World  of  Difference! 

{Pe^  mndiSraSon  oriflie' tafcwtag  ioura:lpk^  ~~  Titif# 

[  AmifaQ  New  ZeOandQ  So*  rttaQ'nBbriauSfl.aCartaiJaaBiopoa  Qiise  liar  Qj 

‘Name— _■  _  ; _ i 

[Address.. _ _ _ { 


.ftjsfcode. 


•nw  IKOMOHM  oraaMAUwi 

WraSwiaiSfJjeBOlWUWlnfaejifciarttelwMW* 


J  Titan  im.  ^ffTours  House;  ^*30  Ht&nefltorpe  Avenue,  RsttU,  Suney  RH1 ■ 


DAY  1  -  SATURDAY 


Fly  from  Heathrow  in  die  rooming  to 
arrive  in  Madrid.  You  join  your  luxury  coach 
and  scr  off  south  for  Merida. 

As  you  sweep  across  the  plains  you'll  pass 
Trujillo,  home  to  Pizarro  the  infamous 
Conquistador  and  conquoor  of  Peru.  Merida 
is  one  of  Spains  oklesc  Roman  towns  and  she 
of  their  most  important  remains.  Your 
accommodarion  is  the  4  star  Hotel  Lac  f 

DAY  2  -  SUNDAY 

From  Merida  your  journey  continues 
south  towards  the  Extremadura  region, 
crossing  the  stark  and  austere  Sierra  Morena 
a  sanctuary  for  roe  deer, 
partridge,  lynx,  buzzards 
eagles.  Heading  for  SevOi 
you  enter  Andalusia,  a 
region  of  Bery  fiestas 
and  folklore. 

In  fact  the  nam** 
is  derived  from  the 
Moorish  word  al-Andalus 
meaning  ‘Country  of  rh. 

Vandals’  who  ransacked  Sf 
in  die  5th  century. 
acxDommodanon  will  be  either  one  of  the 
3  star  hoods.  Hotel  America  or  Hotel  Derby. 

DAY  3  -  MONDAY 

A  guided  tour  of  Seville;  dry  of  operas 
from  Mozart's  Marriage  of  Figaro  and  Bizet's 
Carmen  to  Rossini's  Barber  of  Seville. 

And  overlooking  ir  all  is  the  800  year 
old  Ciiralda  Tower  from  where  once  the  cries 
to  prayers  rang  for  die  dry's  moslems. 

DAY  4  -  TUESDAY 

You  now  travel  east  and  onwards  to 
Gnnada,  Bibulous  dry  of  a  turbulent  past. 
Once  die  thriving  capital  of  the  Moorish 
kingdom,  its  spirit  is  captured  in  the  graceful 
arches  and  cool  cloisters  of  The  Alhambra. 
Here  you  will  stay  for  2  nights  in  the  3  star 
Hotel  Guadalupe 


DAY  5  -  WEDNESDAY 


Today  you’ll  enjoy  a  guided  tour  of 
Granada,  a  dey  of  fantastic  sights  and  places 
of  interest. 


Take  a  peaceful  stroll  through  The 
Alhambra.  Then  go  on  to  the  14th  century 
Alc&ar,  richly  decorated  by  the  affluent 
Moors.  Meander  through  the  Court,  of  the 
Myrtle  Trees  and  Hall  of  the  Ambassadors. 
In  the  Rdace  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V  soak 
up  the  beauty  and  then  wander  through  the 
vibrant  Generalife  Gardens.  For  lunch,  why 
nor  sample  the  local  tapas? 

DAY  6 -THURSDAY 

Today  you  leave  Granada  and  h»ad 
north  over  the  Rio  Guadalquivir  to  the 
historic  region  of  New  Castile. 

The  route  skirts  Valdepenas,  renowned 
for  its  wine-making,  and  ends  in  Toledo, 
listed  by  UNESCO  as  part  of  mankind’s 
cultural  heritage. 

Perched  high  on  a 
rocky  crag,  Toledo  is  an 
interesting  marriage 
of  architectural  styles. 
Gothic  sits  side  by 
side  with  buildings  by 
the  Moois. 

After  a  tour  of  the 
city  you  move  on  to 
hdrid  where  you  stay  for 
nights  in  the  3  star 

VagjL 

DAY  7  -  FRIDAY 

_  A  fitting  finale  to  your  tour  of  Haa^l 
Spain  is  a  day  spent  in  Madrid. 

Europe’s  highest  dry,  it  stands  in  the 
centre  of  a  vast  plain  relieved  at  the  northern 
horizon  by  the  purple  peaks  of  the  Siena  de 
Guadarrama. 

The  city  is  a  &sq  taring  of  narrow 
streets,  alleyways  and  beautiful.  Rower-filled 
jardinillos. 

Induded  in  the  price  of  your  holiday  is 
a  half  day  sightseeing  tout  YouTI  visit  the 
Palaao  Real,  the  Plaza  Mayor  and  many 
more  places  of  historic  interest. 

DAY  8  -  SATURDAY 

Today  you  fly  back  to  Heathrow  with  a 
week  of  wonderful  memories. 


fM ■<’ '  - 


Whytmvel  with  U511an»  Amnld? 

With  70  yean’  experience  behind  os,  yon 
can  trust  us  to  ensure  you  have  a  truly 
memorable  holiday.  Our  friendly  and 
experienced  driver  and  tOUT  wMMgpf  malw 

you  are  looked  after  ail  the  way  Add  to 
mar  some  wonderful  company  a  link:  old- 
fashioned  courtesy  and  you’ll  see  that  ax 
Wallace  Arnold  we  think  of  everything. 


SINGLE  ROOU  SUPPLEMENT  £90  PQl  FESSON.  FuGHT 
™®S  WIU  M  SENT  TO  YOU  WITH  YOUR  tfOLUMT 

confirmation.  Please  note  entrance  pees  to 

flACES  Of  INTEREST  ARE  NOT  INCLUDED. 

Votbo’Best  UK  A  European  Tour 
Programme  1995/6 m 
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Norfolk:  The  empty  north  coast  full  of  pleasures;  the  medieval  county  town  full  of  churches  and  pubs 
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The  windmill  is  the  giveaway  that  you  are  in  Norfolk,  and  between  Cley  next  the  Sea  (above)  and  Bomb  am  Market  you  will  find  almost  every  pleasure,  from  walking  the  wfld  and  stunning  coastline  to  eating,  from  golf  to  riding  to  watersports 

Where  to  live  off  the  flat  of  the  land 


It  is  said  that  the  art  of  taking  a 
break  lies  in  nor  breaking 
your  neck  when  you  take  one. 
The  surest  way  of  returning 
from  a  break  in  a  state  of  nervous' 
collapse  is  to  go  without  a  plan, 
misting  only  tcTserendipity.  which, 
in  my  experience,  inclines  more  to 
dips  than  serenity. 

There  is  nowhere  within  a  three- 
hour  drive  of  London  or  the  East 
Midlands  that  is  at  once  so  empty 
and  yet  so  full  as  the  north  Norfolk 
coast,  between  Burnham  Market 
and  Cley  next  the  Sea.  Empty 
(comparatively)  of  traffic  and 
people,  full  of  almost  every  possible 
pleasure,  from  walking  the  wild 
and  stunning  coastline  to  eating, 
from  golf  to-riding  to  sailing,  from 
windsurfing  to-  sightseeing.  Even 
the  most  hyperactive  child  can  be 
reduced  by  the  sportier  pursuits  to 
a  little  pile  of  exhaustion. 

Burnham  Market,  within  almost 
a  longbow-shot  of  the  salt  marshes 
and  the  sea  beyond,  is  as  good  a 
place  to  stan  as  any,  a  Go-Between 
village  with  a  single  road  bisecting 
the  wide  village  green.  On  either 
side  of  it  the  Georgian  facades  are 
unchanged,  although  many  of 
them  now  conceal  fine  restaurants, 
food  shops,  galleries,  bookshops. 


Seafood  is  king  at  Welis-Next-Hie-Sea 


NORTH  NORFOLK  COAST  FACT  FILE 


■  The  Hoste  Anns.  Bamham  Market.  Norfolk  PE3I 8LD  (01328  738  7T7.  fax 
0132S730 105):  three-course  dinner  about  L20  a  head,  excluding  wine. 
Weekend  break  (two  nights)  £76-£84  per  person,  with  breakfast  Single  room 
with  shower,  £  J 10.  Lotwseason  midweek  breaks  available. 

■  Bed  and  breakfast  at  the  Bretringham-Smiths.  Glebe  Farmhouse.  Wells 
Road.  North  Creake.  Fakenham  NR21 9 LX)  (01328  730133,  fax  01328  730  444: 
en  suite  double  room  £40  a  night,  attic  double  E32  a  night.  Also 
recommended:  The  Old  Rectory,  West  Beckham,  Nr  Holt  NR2S  6NZ  ( 01263 
824394)  £20  per  bead.  Fine  supper  £15. 

■  Gurney's  Fish  Cafe.  Market  Place.  Burnham  Market  (01328  738967):  bring 
your  own  wine,  no  corkage  charge.  £10- El 5.  Yetman’s  Restaurant,  Norwich 
Road.  Holt  {01263  713320):  av  £30-35  per  head  ind  wine,  closed  Tues.  The 
Moorings  (Bernard  &  Carla  Phillips).  Freeman  Street,  Wdls-Next-The-Sea 
(01328  710  949):  av  £30  ind  wine.  Ring  for  opening  times. 
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and  Mike  Gurney^  legendary 
fishmongery.  with  Miv  Wattes  stil¬ 
ish  Fish  Cafe  above  —  a  perfect 
place  to  lunch  on  oysters  or 
bouillabaisse,  or  perfect  plaice. 

Bearing  in  mind  that  your  first 
imperative  will  be  to  find  a  bed  for 
the  night,  and  a  good  dinner.  The 
Hoste  Arms,  on  the  green,  offers 
you  the  choice  of  a  spacious  four- 
poster  or  cozy  chintz  bedrooms  (all 
en  suite,  and  all  supplied  with 
walking  maps).  It  has  five  attractive 
eating  areas  and  almost  as  many 


ethnic  cuisines,  including  tradition¬ 
al  English  which  you  can  enjoy 
un pasta ’ed  and  unpolemed. 

On  Sunday  mornings,  and  at 
night,  the  bar  is  a  “local”  not  only 
for  the  occasional  Royal  and  their 
guests  from  nearby  Sandringham, 
but  for  more  beautiful  faces  per 
square  foot  than  anywhere  else  in 
Norfolk.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you 
w  ould  prefer  the  quiet  of  a  rural 
farmhouse,  and  a  B&B  that  far 
transcends  those  modest  initials, 
then  at  North  Creake.  just  slightly 


inland  from  Burnham  Market  you 
wfll  find  the  gentle  and  civilised 
Jeremy  Bretiingham-Smith  and  his 
wife  Mary  McCarthy  (daughter  of 
the  Old  Bloamsburyite  Desmond 
MacCarthy)  and  herself  one  of  the 
leading  stencillers  in  the  country. 
Delights  of  their  farmhouse  include 
either  an  enchantingly  decorated 
double  room  en  suite,  or  an  almost 
equally  enchanting  attic  bedroom, 
just  as  sweet  but  not  quite  so  en  — 
thehathroom  is  two  paces  down  the 
corridor.  Breakfast  (as  late  and  as 


leisurely  as  you  like)  is  a  serious, 
homemade  event,  served  with  as 
much  solitude  or  conversation  as 
you  like.  I’d  plump  for  the  conver¬ 
sation  if  I  were  you;  by  the  time  she 
sweeps  you  out  with  the  crumbs. 
Mary  wfll  have  arranged  for  you  to 
rent  a  sailing  dinghy,  a  horse,  a 
bicycle  or  a  sand  yacht,  or  booked 
you  on  a  boat  trip  to  seethe  seals  at 
Scolt  Head,  while  drawing  you  a 
frameworthy  map  of  how  to  get  to 
the  endless  beach  ai  Holkham  or  to 
the  wild  bird  sanctuary  between 


Blakeney  and  Cley  next  the  Sea. 

If  lazing  among  little  shops  better 
suits  the  tenor  of  your  break,  then 
the  little  town  of  Holt  is  a  Domingo 
aria  for  the  acquisitive  (though  very 
quiet  on  Sundays).  This  narrow- 
laned  Georgian  spidertown  in  the 
web  of  north  Norfolk  offers  every¬ 
thing  from  stylish  clothes  (The 
Warehouse)  to  three  floors  of 
secondhand  and  antiquarian  books 
(Tristram  Hull). 

Did  I  hear  “Lunch”?  The  choices 
are  as  endless  as  the  pubs  that 


spring  out  in  the  nick  of  time  from 
toe  sides  of  tiny  roads  or  village 
greens,  and  such  prandial  plea¬ 
sures  could  be  followed  by  an 
afternoon's  wandering  among  toe 
endless  ancient  churches  along  the 
coast  (B inham  Priory,  Cley  and 
Blakeney  churches  are  particularly 
memorable),  or  among  the  grounds 
and  garden  centre  of  Holkham 
Hall,  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester. 

At  night  when  your  tastebuds 
flower,  you  can  treat  them  to  the 
finest  food  at  Yetman's  of  Holt  or 
at  Bernard  and  Carla  Phillips.  The 
Moorings  ar  Welis-Next-The-Sea. 
or  let  them  blossom  among  unhur¬ 
ried  curries  at  the  Taste  of  India, 
also  in  Holt  before  slipping  quietly 
through  Great  Snoring  on  your 
way  back  to  bed. 

Let  no  one  tell  you  that  Norfolk  is 
flat  It  rises  from  climax  to  climax 
while  keeping  in  perfect  tune  with 
you,  whatever  your  mood  and 
however  sharp  your  mind  may  be. 
You  prefer  hills  and  dales?  The 
skies  at  sunset  are  as  beautiful  and 
mountainous  and  as  snow-capped 
as  the  Alps,  and  are  guaranteed  to 
break  nothing  more  substantial 
than  your  heart 

Simon  Gough 
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Hi-tech  wizardry  takes  a  pew 


Se  spire  of  St  George's  in  Norwich,  where  there  used  to  be 


iSTANSUL  TO  CAPETOWN  22  OCTOBER 
39  NIGHTS  FROM  £4.065  IN  MARCO  POLoj 
THROUGH  PMC 


Take  the  foil  cruise  or  select  Aegean  Odyssey. 
Egypt  and  Africa  or  Southern  Africa  plus  free 

cabin  upgrade  to  30  April. 


a  church  for  eveiy  Sunday 


Once  upon  a  time,  Nor¬ 
wich  could  boast  a 
church  for  every  Sun¬ 
day  and  a  pub  for  eveiy  day. 
This  was  reason  enough  for 
toe  annual  fortnight  messing 
about  on  boats  on  the  Norfolk 
Broads  to  be  tempered  with  a 
few  days  ashore  to  explore  the 
most  complete  medieval  city  in 
England. 

The  ary  skyline  is  peppered 
with  spires;  but  although  the 
pubs  are  as  full  as  ever,  the 
same  cannot  be  said  of  the 
churches.  That  is  to  say,  they 
are  not  full  with  the  faithful 
petitioning  the  Lord  with  pray¬ 
er.  Many  of  the  buildings  are 
now  redundant  but  some  have 
found  other  uses. 

One  of  the  most  imaginative 
is  at  the  former  St  Michael 
Coslany.  a  church  whoa  fine 
inlaid  flint,  typical  of  toe 
region,  has  been  compared  to 
the  ivorywork  of  old  cabinets. 
The  building  has  been  given 
over  to  Inspire,  part  of  the 
Sa’ence  Project  Federation,  an 
educational  charity,  which  has 
transformed  it  into  a  hands-on 
science  centre.  Where  once 
were  pews  there  is  now  all 
manner  of  high-tech  wizardry 
guaranteed  to  occupy  toe  most 
curious  of  young  minds. 

Norwich  is  easily  negotiable 
on  foot  and  this  is  toe  best  way 
to  discover-  its  architectural 
gems,  hidden  down  winding, 
cobblestoned  alleys.  The  jewel 
in  the  a'ty’s  ecclesiastical 
crown  is  toe  cathedral,  a  place 
of  immense  beauty  and  seren¬ 
ity.  It  is  made  of  pale  Caen 
stone  from  Normandy,  and  is 
a  soaring  testament  to  Nor¬ 
man  building  skills. 

Inside  are  many  treasures. 
Its  chapels  are  rich  with 
ornaments  and  paintings;  and 
a  reliquary  arch  (in  which, 
until  toe  Reformation,  relics  of 
the  saints  were  kept)  now 
houses  a  glittering  array  of 


FACT  FILE 


■  The  author  was  a 
guest  of  the  Hotd  Norwich 
(01603787260).  Dinner, 
B&Bfrom  E3250per 
person. 

■  Norwich  Area 
Tourism  Agency  (01603 
763062)  has  a  free 
holiday  guide  containing 
defalk  of  discounted 
courtesy  breaks. 

■  Other  places  to  visit 
the  Sainsbury  Centre  for 
Visual  Arts.  University 
of  East  Anglia,  has 
sculptures  and 
paintings  from  around  the 
world.  The  building. 
designed  by  Sir  Norman 
Foster,  has  won  several 
awards.  Open  Tuesday- 
Sunday  (01603  592467). 
Norfolk  Rural  Life 
Museum  &  Union  Farm. 
Gressenhall.  Award¬ 
winning  museum  with 
working  farm.  (01362 
860563). 

Thrigby  Hall  Wildlife 
Gardens.  Fflby,  Great 
Yarmouth,  has  rare 

animate  from  Asia  in 
landscaped  grounds 
wQiow  pattern  garden  and 
crocodiles  in  the  swamp 
house  (0)493  369477). 

■  The  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Festival  takes 
place  In  October. 


silver  chalices  and  commu¬ 
nion  plate  on  loan  from  toe 
diocese’s  churches. 

One  of  the  cathedral's  more 
intriguing  artefacts  is  toe  Sax¬ 
on  bishop’s  throne  behind  toe 
high  altar.  A  recess  directly 
underneath  probably  once 
contained  reties  whose  es¬ 
sence.  it  was  believed,  could 
rise  up  through  the  “flue”  and 
give  the  bishop  seated  above 
some  divine  assistance.  Until 


the  Reformation  toe  cathedral 
was  toe  home  of  Benedictine 
monks.  The  monks’  door  leads 
directly  from  toe  cathedral 
into  expansive  cloisters.  In  toe 
dappled  sunshine,  these  are  a 
haven  of  tranquillity  in  a 
bustling  city. 

When  it  came  to  building, 
toe  Normans  thought  big. 
Norwich  Castle,  an  impressive 
stone  keep  built  as  a  Norman 
garrison,  is  now  the  largest 
and  finest  of  toe  many  local 
museums.  It  houses  the  Col- 
man  Collection  of  works  by  the 
Norwich  School  of  artists,  toe 
world's  largest  collection  of 
British  ceramic  teapots,  and  a 
fascinating  geology  gallery 
with  a  complete  ichthyosaur 
and  a  limestone  slab  with  a 
dinosaur’s  footprint. 

Strongly  recommended  is 
toe  guided  tour  of  the  battle¬ 
ments,  for  glorious  aerial 
views  of  the  city  (not  for  the 
vertigo  sufferer  but.  if  you  do 
go,  take  binoculars),  and  toe 
dungeons,  which  have  toe  full 
panoply:  whipping  posts, 
thumbscrews  and  a  ducking 
chair  (popular  with  the  child¬ 
ren  in  the  party). 

There  is  also  a  gruesome 
display  of  the  death 
masks,  tufts  of  hair  and 
all,  of  those  who  swung  from 
toe  gallows  on  nearby  Castle 
Green;  and  only  nervous 
laughter  met  toe  guide’s  dis¬ 
closure  that  what  were  once 
toe  condemned  cells  are  now 
the  women’s  lavatories. 

The  entrance  ticket  to  the 
castle  includes  admission  to 
the  adjacent  Royal  Norfolk 
Regimental  Museum,  which  is 
reached  through  the  former 
prisoners’  tunnel,  now  a  realis¬ 
tic  reconstruction  of  a  First 
World  War  communications 
trench. 

Norwich  is  no  great  distance 
from  the  coast,  and  toe  coun¬ 


ty’s  northern  shores  have  sev¬ 
eral  pleasant  Victorian  seaside 
towns.  So  we  drove  north  in 
toe  morning  sunshine  through 
what  is  known  as  “toe  Garden 
of  Norfolk".  It  was  here  that 
the  last  man  was  hanged  in 
England  for  sheep-stealing. 

Our  destination  was  Lang- 
ham  and  its  glassmaking  fac¬ 
tory,  although  toe  complex  of 
18th-century  red-roofed  flint 
hams  give  it  more  of  a  cottage 
industry  feel.  Here  was  some¬ 
thing  quite  different:  to  look 
down  from  a  viewing  galleiy 
as  the  master  glassmaker. 
who  provided  a  running  com¬ 
mentary,  blew,  teased  and 
fashioned  glistening  crystal 
creations  of  exquisite  beauty 
from  molten  globules . 

After  lunch  in  the  rustic, 
beamed  restaurant  —  and  an 


energetic  spell  (for  toe  child¬ 
ren.  that  is)  in  the  adventure 
playground  in  toe  walled  gar¬ 
dens  surrounding  the  complex 
—  we  took  toe  coast  road  east 
to  Sheringham.  The  town  is 
home  to  toe  North  Norfolk 
Steam  Railway,  a  full-size 
affair  which  meanders  to  Holt 
through  countryside  desig¬ 
nated  an  Area  of  Outstanding 
Natural  Beauty. 

On  our  return  to  Shering¬ 
ham  we  allowed  ourselves  a 
bracing  walk  along  the  sea¬ 
shore  ctifftops.  until  toe 
lengthening  shadows  of  toe 
setting  sun  sent  us  back  to 
Norwich  and  the  creature 
comforts  of  our  hotel.  There 
we  had  rime  for  a  leisurely  dip 
in  the  pool  before  dinner. 

Patrick  O’Hanlon 
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write  or  (Hione  0800  181771 
feJ  0171  434 1110. 
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■  BOOK  A  PRIZE:  plug  in  to  the  boom  in 
cottage  holidavs  and  win  one  of  25  free  sets 
of  the  When  to  Stay.  England  97  series  of 
books  from  the  English  Tourist  Board.  The 
three  books  -  Self-Catering  Holiday 
Homes.  Bed  B  Breakfast  and  Hotels  B 
Guesthouses  -  list  3.000  properties  each 
and  together  cost  more  than  £25. 

To  win  a  set  of  books,  answer  the  following 
question:  Which  old  county  became  Britain's 
newest  this  week? 

Send  your  answer  on  a  postcard  marked 
“ETB"  to  PO  Box  4AP  London  W1A  4AP. 

■  MOOR  RAMBLING:  the  walking 
specialist  Moorland  Rover  (01598760523) 
offers  sivdav  walking  breaks  on  Dartmoor 


TRAVEL  EXTRA 


and  Exmoor  from  April  28  to  May  2  for 
L349.  The  trip,  taking  in  Taika  country  and 
the  north  Devon  coast,  and  covering  ten 
miles  a  day,  is  led  by  guides  from  the  Devon 
Wildlife  Trust.  Halfboard  accommodation 
is  included  in  the  pride. 

■  SUNDAY  TEE  the  four-star  Five  Lakes 
Hotel  Golf  and  Country  Chib  (01621 868888), 
near  MaWon,  Essex,  offers  golfers  a  Sunday 
Driver  break  for  £85.  including  two  18-hole 
rounds  on  Sunday  211(1  Monday  morning. 
Sunday  night  dinner,  and  accommodation, 
breakfast  and  use  of  the  hotel’s  other  leisure 


facilities.  The  offer,  based  on  two  people 
sharing  a  double/twin  room,  is  available 
until  December  22. 

■  LUXURY  PADDLE-  Heritage  Touring 
(01305  26644(9  Offers  a  weekend  break  in  the 
four-star  Thorabury  Castle  hotd  near 
Bristol  on  May  3  for  £329.  induduig  a  trip 
down  the  Bristol  Channel  aboard  toe 
Woverley,  a  restored  paddle  steamer.  The 
Wavtriey  will  join  a  Sotills  accompanying 
toe  Matthew,  a  reptica  of  the  ship  skippered 
by  John  Cabot  which  is  repeating  his  voyage 
of 500  years  ago  lo  discover  Newfoundland. 
The  price  indudes  two  nights*  holel 
accommodation  with  dinner,  breakfast,  and 
buffet  on  the  Waverley. 


7  nights:  first  das;  hotel 

Visit  China's  fasrinatmg  Capital  City  of  Beijing. 

Optional  excursion  programme:  £S7 
Great  Wail /Ming  Tombs:  full  day  including  lunch. 

Forbidden  City:  half  day. 

Grand  View  Garden  Hotel:  first  class  hotel.  3  restaurants, 
bar.  Indoor  swimming  pod.  Located  in  south  Beijing,  approx 
15  minutes  from  the  city  centre.  Rooms  with  heating/ 
aircondirioning.  TV.  telephone,  minibar,  bath  and  shower. 

BRITISH  AIRWAYS  FLIGHTS 
Departure  dales:  Price:  Departure  dales:  Prices 

21  Apr '97  £459  07,1 4 Jul  £429 

28  Apr  £429  28Jul  £529 

05  May  £399  04,11  Aug  £529 

19  May  £439  25  Aug  £499 

26  May  £499  01  Sep  £499 

02  Jun  £399  15.22  Sep  £549 

23  hm  ’  £399  O&20Oet  £H9 


Departure  dates:  Price:  Departure  dales:  Price 

21  AprW  £459  07,14Jul  £429 

28  Apr  £429  28Jul  £529 

05  Maty  £399  04,11  Aug  £529 

19  May  £439  25  Aug  £499 

26  May  £499  01  Sep  £499 

02  Jun  £399  15.22  Sep  £549 
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CHESS 
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by  Raymond  Keene 
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I  OFTEN  hear  the  complaint  that 
chess  is  rendered  unnecessarily 
difficult  by  the  proliferation  of 
modem  opening  theory.  If  you  do 
not  know  the  theory  of  the  openings 
and  face  a  player  who  is  well- 
prepared  you  may  find  yourself 
playing  the  middlegame  with  one 
hand  oed  behind  your  back. 

Bobby  Fischer’s  innovation. 
FSscfterartdom,  was  designed  speci¬ 
fically  to  combat  this  problem.  In 
fischerandom  the  starting  order  of 
tfie  pieces  is  shuffled  randomly, 
with  both  sides  adhering  ro  the 
piece  array  which  is  thus  selected. 
At  a  stroke,  opening  theory  is  abol¬ 
ished.  However,  a  drawback  is  that 
several  pieces  may  end  up  cm  quite 
inappropriate  squares. 

An  interesting  alternative  has 
been  suggested  to  me,  namely  that 
enthusiasts  might  play  from 
specific  opening  positions  in  which 
development  There  is  a  precedent 
for  this.  Arabic  players  of  a 
thousand  years  ago  established 
"Tabiyas".  or  fixed  opening  posit¬ 
ions.  which  they  quickly  set  up  on 
the  board  with  little  thought  as  to 
move  order  or  subtleties  of  se¬ 
quence.  This  week,  therefore,  I 
intend  to  propose  three  modem 
Tabiyas  in  which  you  can  try  your 
hand  with  either  colour. 

Tabiya  I 

King's  Indian  Defence 
White  to  move 


on . . .  f5,  . . .  f4,  . . .  g5  and  . . .  g4. 
Tabiya  2 

Nimzo- Indian  Defence 
White  to  move 


This  is  reached  by  1  d4  Nf6  2  c4  e6 
3Nc3  Bb44e30-05Bd3cS6Nf3d5 
7  0-0  Nc6  8  a 3  Bxc3  9  bxc3  dxc4  10 
Bxc4  Qc7.  White's  plan  is  drop  his 
c4-bishop  back  to  a2  or  d3  and  then 
advance  in  the  centre  with  moves 
such  as  e4  and  d5.  Black's  various 
counter-measures  indude  an  inst¬ 
ant  central  counter-punch  starting 
...  e5  or  the  fiancherto  (flank) 
development  of  his  remaining  bish¬ 
op  with  . . .  b6  followed  by . . .  Bb7. 

Tabiya  3,  Rny  Lopez 
Black  to  move 


This  follows  1  d4  Nf6  2  c4  g6  3  Nc3 
Bg7  4  e4  d6  5  Nf3  0-0  6  Be2  e5  7  0-0 
Ncfi  8  d5  Ne7.  White's  plan  is  to 
attack  on  the  queenside,  with 
moves  such  as  b4  and  c5  and  quite 
often  Nel-d3.  Black  will  counter  on 
the  king's  flank,  moving  the  king's 
knight  either  to  h5.  e8  or  d7.  This 
frees  the  black  Ringside  pawn  army 
for  a  general  mobilisation,  based 


This  is  reached  by  I  e4  e5  2  Nf3 
Nc6  3  BbS  a6  4  Ba4  Nf6  5  CM3  Be7  6 
Rel  bS  7  Bb3  d6  8  c3  0-0  9  h3  Bb7 10 
d4.  Black  will  consider  moves  such 
as  . .  .  h6. .  .  .  ReS  and  . . .  BS  to 
shore  up  the  centre  and  the  king- 
side.  White  has  several  aggressive 
ideas:  a  counter  at  Black's  queen- 
side  based  on  a4,  perhaps,  or  dos¬ 
ing  the  centre  and  chasing  off 
Black's  queen's  knight  with  d5. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  of 
readers'  experiences  from  these 
pattern  positions. 


WINNING  MOVE 


By  Raymond  Keene 
White  to  play.  This  position  is 
front  the  game  Speyer  -  Couvee, 
Holland  1902. 

The  blade  king  has  already 
been  forced  to  move,  and  now  his 
pawn  cover  has  become  loosened. 
How  did  White  now  make  him 
swiftly  regret  these  deficiencies? 

Send  your  answer  on  a  post¬ 
card  to  The  Times ,  I  Pennini 
Street,  London  El  9XN.  The 
correct  answer  drawn  on  Thurs¬ 
day  will  win  a  year’s  subscription 
to  the  Staunton  Society,  which 
includes  a  free  invitation  to  die 
annual  dinner  at  Simpson ’s-irt- 
the-Strand.  The  answer  .will  be 
published  next  Saturday. 


Last  weeks  solution:  1  Qg8+ 

Last  weeks  winner  E  M  Nowell, 
Guildford,  Surrey. 


PUNCHLINE 


READERS  are  invited  to 
write  an  amusing  caption  for  the 
cartoon  (right),  from  The 
Strand  Magazine  (reproduced 
from  Westminster  Libraries, 
Sherlock  Holmes  Collection. 
Maryiebone  Library). 

The  cartoon  will  be  printed 
again  next  week  with  a  caption 
from  those  submitted. 

Send  caption  suggestions  on 
a  postcard  with  your  name  and 
address  to:  Strand  Caption 
46,  Weekend,  The  Times. 

I  Pennington  Street, 

London  El  9XN. 

The  Editors  derision  is  final. 

The  dosing  date  for  entries  is 
Wednesday,  April  9. 


“The  master  says  you  can  only  stay  one  night 
Mr  Merchant,  then  you  must  move  on” 

The  winning  caption  for  last  week's  cartoon  (above) 
was  submined  by  A.  Smith  of  Higher  Tranmere,  Birkenhead 


WORD  WATCHING 


By  Philip  Howard 
VERATRUM 

a.  The  rip  of  a  ploughshare 

b.  A  true  cave 

c.  A  son  of  lily 

WITTICASTER 

a.  A  winy  broadcaster 

b.  A  feeble  wit 

c.  A  perennial  purple  shrub 

VASQUINE 

a.  A  heifer 

b.  A  little  jug 

c.  A  petticoat 

WHINNOCK 

a.  Gorse 

b.  A  dropscone 

c.  A  runt 


Answers  on  page  21 


BRIDGE 


by  Robert  Sheehan 


FROM  time  to  time  l  am  asked 
which  is  better,  the  weak  1NT  or  the 
strong  JNT  opening.  “Nature,  red 
in  tooth  and  daw"  will  usually 
ensure  the  most  efficient  method 
survives  and  becomes  dominant 
when  different  methods  are  in 
competition.  For  example.  Culbert¬ 
son’s  original  1930s  system,  with  its 
high  standards  for  an  opening  bid. 
is  now  extinct.  Similarly,  the 
Strong  Two  opening  bid  has  all  but 
disappeared,  replaced  by  the  Aral 
Two  and  the  Weak  Two.  In  its  turn 

the  Aral  Two  is  something  of  an 
endangered  species  in  the  tourna¬ 
ment  world,  as  players  switch  to 
the  Weak  Two. 

Nothing  of  this  sort  has  hap¬ 
pened  with  the  weak  and  strong  No 
trump  openings:  they  have  co¬ 
existed  for  50'  years.  Hence  the  test 
of  competition  doesn't  seem  to  have 
detected  any  marked  overall  differ¬ 
ence  in  performance  between  the 
methods.  It  seems  likely  that  their 
advantages  and  disadvantages  bal¬ 
ance  our. 

So  what  are  the  main  pros  and 
cons?  I  will  consider  12-14  as  the 
range  for  the  weak  No-trump,  and 
15-17  for  the  strong  No-trump. 

The  case  for  the  strong  No-trump. 
1.  The  most  important  gain  is  that 
many  15-17  point  hands  are  awk¬ 
ward  for  the  weak  No-trump,  e.g. 

*Q432*J863*AK4*AQ. 

Haying  -a  weak  No-trump  your 
choice  is  to  open  One  Heart  —  un¬ 
satisfactory,  as  you  are  bidding  a 
poor  suit  with  a  good  hand  —  or 
One  Diamond  on  a  three-card  suit, 
also  not  ideal.  Take  away  the  king 
of  diamonds  and  the  strong  No- 
trumpers  open  One  Heart  —  not  a 
problem  on  a  weak  hand. 

Even  if  you  have  a  four-card 


COMPUTER  GAMES  AND  PASTIMES 


IN  Micro '  Machines  V3.  Code¬ 
masters  has  once  again  reinvented 
the  wheel  to  deliver  a  timeless 
classic.  Racing  along  three-dimen¬ 
sional  courses  now  gives  the  gam¬ 
ing  magnificent  depth  equalled 
only  by  its  beautiful  designs  and 
witty,  atmospheric  sound  effects. 

Codemasters  released  its  S-bit 
Micro  Machines  on  an  unsuspect¬ 
ing  world  in  1990.  The  tiny  raring 
machines  had  to  dodge  unlikely 
obstacles  in  theeveiyday  settings  of 
tiie  courses  —  like  breakfast  tables, 
d uttered  workshop  surfaces,  sci¬ 
ence  labs  and  school  desks.  What 
soon  placed  the  title  head  and 
shoulders  above  other  raring 
games  was  an  unheard-of  abflrry  to 
accommodate  up  to  eight  players 
on  a  single  console. 

For  the  next  five  years 
Codemasters  stayed  with  8-bir  then 
16-bit  formats  for  a  durch  of  quality 
sequels,  including  Micro  Ma¬ 
chines  2.  Micro  Machines  96  and, 
just  before  Christmas.  Micro  Ma¬ 
chines  Military.  If  there  are  any 
regrets  for  the  V3  it  is  that  it  marks 
the  end  of  the  era  for  the  lesser 
consoles,  since  Micro  Machines  Vi 
has  been  completely  reworked  io 
make  the  most  of  Sony  Play¬ 
Station's  32-bit  capabilities. 

The  results  are  stupefying.  The 


flat,  overhead  racing  action 
has  been  replaced  by  swoop¬ 
ing  and  zooming  camera  cov¬ 
erage  adding  great  impetus. 
Vehides  don't  just  fall  off 
surfaces,  they  plunge  into 
Axminster  carpet  ravines.  In 
the  restaurant  setting,  the 
cars  dodge  wine  bottles  and 
cutlery  to  the  sounds  of  un¬ 
seen  mumbling  diners  and 
the  tinkering*  of  the  lounge 
pianist  turning  out  a  continu¬ 
ous  melody  of  elevator  times. 

Most  of  the  settings  are 
effectively  miniature  works  of 
art  The  mesmerising  garden 
courses,  for  instance,  show  off 
glassy  ponds  reflecting  sunny 
skies  and  banks  inhabited  by 
jumping  frogs  and  buzzing 
dragonflies. 

Here  the  action  is  set  to  a 
sublime  garden  cacophony  of 


by  Tim  Wapshott 


Micro  Machines  V3  allows  up  to  eit 
players  to  compete  against  one  anon 


birdsong  and .  noisy  but  realistic 
frog  ribbets.  V3  serves  up  30 
vehicles  to  race,  with  campervans 
among  those  added  to  the  more 
familiar  line-up  of  power  boats, 
hovercraft,  sports  cars,  tanks, 
trucks  and  so  on. 

Hidden  weaponry  lurking  along 
the  courses,  appearing  as  small 
green  parcels,  includes  power-ups, 
force-fields,  fireballs  and  the  new 


soorpion-like  grabber  daws,  to 
snatch  the  vehide  ahead  and  hurl  it 
further  back  in  the  line-up.  I  could 
do  without  some  of  the  gimmicks. 
There  are  fewer  player  characters 
to  chose  from  (Jethro,  Dwayne, 
Spider,  Cherry  et  al)  but  those 
remaining  are  frilly  rounded, 
puffed-up  figures  who  trade  insults 
before  the  start  of  a  race  —  except 
Spider,  who  had  laryngitis  in  my 


version.  His  lips  moved  but 
nothing  came  out. 

However,  the  title  does 
boast  Codemasters*  superla¬ 
tive,  almost  trademark,  multi¬ 
player  options.  Up  to  four  can 
race  on  one  PlayStation  (or 
eight  with  two  linked  -con¬ 
soles).  with  two  people  shar¬ 
ing  one  controller.  Racing 
options  indude  single  events, 
tournaments,  head-to-head, 
time  trials  and  chases.  As  well 
as  the  50  or  so  racing  circuits, 
there  is  also  a  tutorial  Driving 
School  for  first-timers. 

Codemasters  must  be  con¬ 
gratulated  for  never  resting 
an  its  laurels.  Micro  Ma¬ 
chines  V3  will  be  one  of  the 
year’s  most  successful  console 
tit  games,  if  not  the  best-selling 
er  PlayStation  tide  of  1997.  If  you 
have  not  yet  entered 
Cyberspace  Thirty-One  there  is  still 
time  —  but  you  will  have  to  be 
quick  as  the  deadline  is  first  post  on 
Tuesday,  April  8.  The  star  prize  is  a 
luxury  weekend  in  Rome  fit  for  an 
Emperor,  courtesy  of  GT  Interac¬ 
tive.  Our  lucky  winner  plus  a  guest 
will  be  flown  to  Rome  and  met  at 
the  airport  to  be  whisked  off  to  the 
city’s  five-star  Grand  Hotel,  your 
home  for  the  next  three  nights. 


minor  and  a  four-card  major,  you 
can  have  difficulties  with  the  weak 
No-trump.  Say  the  opener  has 
hearts  and  clubs  and  16  points,  and 
the  sequence  starts  1C-1H,  How 
high  should  opener  raise? 

2.  The  strong  No-trump  gives  away 

fewer  penalties. 

3.  It  gains  on  15-17  point  hands 
where  weak  No-trumpers  have  to 
start  IX  —  1NT: 

(i)  Marginal  games  (e.g.  17  opposite 
8  or  9)  will  always  be  played  by  the 
big  hand,  a  definite  advantage. 
There  is  no  compensating  gain  for 
the  weak  No-trumpers:  when  the 
points  are  distributed  say  13  opp¬ 
osite  12,  it  doesn't  matter  who  the 
declarer  is. 

(ii)  Weak  No-trumpers  will  not 
reach  game  with  16  opposite  9:  after 
1X-INT,  the  opener  will  pass. 

The  case  for  the  weak  No-trump: 

1.  The  least  informative,  and  hence 
best,  sequence  to  3 NT  is  1NT-3NT. 
That  leaves  the  defence  in  the  dark 
as  to  what  to  lead.  It  occurs  more 
often  with  a  weak  No-trump  —  a  12- 
14  point  hand  is  dealt  about  twice 
as  often  as  one  with  15-17  points. 

2. 1  NT  has  a  good  preemptive  effect 
—  it  is  often  difficult  for  the 
opposition  to  get  together  if  their 
strength  is  evenly  split,  in  practice 
disastrous  penalties  don't  seem  to 
occur  veiy  often. 

3.  When  a  weak  No-mimper  opens 
one  of  a  suit,  his  partner  knows  he 
has  shape  or  extra  strength. 

These  latter  points  persuade  me 
to  play  a  weak  No-trump  through¬ 
out  at  duplicate.  However,  at 
rubber  bridge.  1  find  losing  even  an 
occasional  1.100  penally  too 
dispiriting,  so  1  prefer  weak  not 
vulnerable  and  strong  vulnerable. 


You'll  also  be  booked  on  three 
sightseeing  tours  of  the  city,  taking 
in  Ancient  Rome  and  the  Sistine 
Chapel.  The  prize  is  worth  £1.200. 

Ten  runners-up  will  win  copies  of 
SPQR:  Tfae  Empire's  Darkest 
Hour  and  SPQR  merchandise.  To 
enter,  you  are  invited  to  review 
either  a  new,  favourite  or  frustrat¬ 
ing  game  in  your  collection.  Entries 
must  be  highly  legible  and  between 
100  and  150  words.  Please  give  the 
fuU  tide  of  your  selection,  the 
formal  on  which  you  have  played 
and  the  producer  of  the  product. 

We  are  looking  for  succinct, 
entertaining  and  informative  en¬ 
tries  and  marks  will  be  awarded 
for  constructive  observations  and 
wit  Send  your  entries,  with  your 
name,  address,  postcode  and  day¬ 
time  telephone  number,  to 
Cyberspace  Thirty-One,  Computer 
Games  and  Pastimes.  Weekend, 
The  Times.  1  Pennington  Street 
London  El  9XN.  Normal  Times 
competition  rules  apply  and  the 
judges  will  not  enter  into  any 
correspondence. 

This  week's  Top  Tip,  winning 
him  a  Microsoft  title,  comes  from 
Peter  Hambley  of  Gateshead,  Tyne 
and  Wear  “Kidnap  a  policeman 
just  out  of  training  school  and  tell 
everyone  you've  got  the  latest  PC.” 


No  1060 


ACROSS 

3  Spinal  column  segment  (8) 

7  Desert  illusion  (6) 

8  Not  sympathetic  (6) 

9  Attractively  old-fashioned 
(6) 

10  Way  to  get  17;  card  game 
(6) 

It  Ribbon:  type  of  window  (4) 
13  Artificial  human  (Jew. 

legend)® 

IS  Get  higher  (4) 

17  To  the  other  side  (6) 

18  Work  for  seven  players  (6J 

19  NY  river  Mrs—.  Holmes’s 
landlady  (6) 

20  Straight  manage  (6) 

21  Tiny  details  (8) 


DOWN 

1  S.  Am.  mammal,  its  wool 
(6) 

An  outcast  (6) 

Giddy  feeling  (7) 

Temper  outburst  (7) 

Port  on  heel  of  Italy  (8) 
Right  to  be  heard  (8) 

Angels  (S) 

12  Richard  Brinsley  -.  drama¬ 
tist  (8) 

Not  have  enough  (2.5) 

14  One  programme  in  series 

m  ,  .  , 

Prince-,  17C  admiral;  - 
Bear  (6)  • 

16  Quick  drawing  (6) 
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THE  LISTENER  CROSSWORD 


No  3404:  Memorable  Occasion  by  Monk 


AN  AUTHOR  and  a  novel  (both  spelt  as  in  ODQ4)  run 
clockwise  in  peripheral  squares.  Every  clue  comprises  a 
normal  definition  and  a  subsidiary' indication  which  gives 
the  defined  light  to  be  entered  plus  one  extra  letter, 
appended  either  before  or  after  the  light.  In  the  cyclic 
order  in  which  the  dues  are  presented,  but  not  starting  at 
9  across,  the  extra  letters  spell  out  a  message  concerning 
several  clued  lights.  24  down  is  in  the  OED,  and 
Chambers  (1993)  contains  ail  other  necessary  informa¬ 
tion.  including  the  components  of  a  rwo-word  light. 
ACROSS 

9  What  might  move  small  ones  to  reach  out  and  aluur.  grabbing 
anything  very  small? 

11  Odd  job  around  east  wing  of  adequate  crumbling  country 
house? 

12  Affected  with  fear  in  historic  journey  round  about  centre  of 
Leeds. 

13  Wife  has  forgotten  Germans 

14  Mildew  rotting  one  lost  mignonette  in  the  Grampians. 

15  Exercised  wickedness  surrounded  by  squaddie  renegades  with 
braces  regularly  removed. 

Itj  Spenser's  their  heartless  shocker. 

IS  Supercilious  contemptible  persons  mostly  regularly 
accommodated. 

20  Biner.  Laity,  worn-out. 

22  Spurious  cause  of  wear  on  the  toileil 

23  Following  a  type  of  cat  around  the  continent  gives  abnormally- 
dry  hair  condition. 

25  A  god's  endless  element? 

26  Supplies  deaths. 

30  Bill  in  Dublin  is  in  common  role  as  a  poet. 

32  Old  firm  heroes  reportedly  split  by  edges  of  stage. 

33  Victim  of  a  psychosis  of  one  without  the  ego? 

35  Dried  ginger  root,  for  instance,  needs  perennial  plants. 

40  It's  a  shame  it's  a  non-irigonamerric  function. 

41  Disentangle  knotted  annular  piece  or  string. 

42  Search  thoroughly  for  mark  of  the  Beast  in  a  hoax. 

43  Reword  without  a  passage. 

44  Dunkirk's  true  invasion  (see  earlier). 

45  A  particular  speed  of  a  ring,  but  not  one  in  engines. 

46  Query:  “What  might  make  a  connection,  catching  hunt  of 
pullover?" 


DOWN 

1  Exert  strength  jumping  up  round  a  tree. 

2  Ghastly  headless  US  stale's  university  foot  Ohio). 

3  What  is  unusually  common  to  slaughterer  and  stallholder? 

4  One  deer  on  Ecstasy  broke  down. 

5  What  would  make  one  so  itchy  with  signs  of  hard  scaly  skin? 
b  A  bane  from  a  bird  swallowed  in  mounting  confusion  in  parts. 

7  Locally,  one  invalid  without  a  type  of  base  of  an  overgrowth. 

8  Be  contained  by  outskirts  of  Ullapool  at  end  of  week  one  there? 
10  Violent  cause  of  quarrel  showing  no  sign  of  gratitude. 

14  Seeks  to  gain  wife  aver  Jock's  bit  of  fluff? 

17  Slanting  cut  first  seen  in  pollarded  ebony,  fir,  larch,  ash  and 
aspen? 

19  Some  Africans  use  it  (heroin)  after  heading  for  Tanzania. 

21  Glasgow  Herald's  supplement's  right-of-centre  section  in  32. 

22  Indirect  reverse  index  in  a  dictionary. 

24  Abandoned  pursuit  opening  with  last  upset- 

25  Deaths  or  old  took  effect,  buried  in  trench  for  the  most  part. 

27  Lest  unfledged  hawk  on  byways  (every  second?). 

28  Chapter  in  a  story  on  centre  of  reused  round  old  coins. 

29  What  floats  and  can  barely  be  seen  in  a  service  station  in 
London. 

31  Has  heartless  Pagjiaca  not  included  her? 

32  Rush  about  and  be  cordial. 

34  Romany  woman  (old  dear)  seen  around  first  of  September  and 
pans  of  November  and  December  in  the  Middle  East? 

36  A  sequence  in  succession,  neither  beginning  nor  ending. 

37  Almost  seating  restless  beings. 

38  Question  leaders  of  kids'  fashion  about  hair  styled  as  a  crop. 

39  Man  appearing  on  quiz  regularly  makes  female  cross. 
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Solution  to  No  3401 
Enigma  Variation  by  Swan 

ACROSS:  1.  bantam:  6.  siesta:  U.  blanket:  14. 
ludo;  15.  hawk:  16.  prolyl;  17.  parry:  25.  acini;  28. 
abattis;  31.  jills;  34.  legit. 


The  winner  is:  C.Ro&sington  of  North  Hykeham, 
Lincoln. 


The  five  runners-up  are:  M.Harington  of 
Warminster,  Wiltshire  B.Nuttall  of  Crawley, 
West  Sussex;  GAspin  of  Swindon,  Wiltshire; 
Roy  Abrey  of  Epsom.  Surrey;  MArnold  of 
Harpenden.  Hertfordshire. 

Statistics  relating  to  199b  crosswords,  including 
personal  record,  are  now  available  to  senders  of 
an  SAE  (from  overseas  stamp  exempt)  at  least 
220mmxll0mm  to  J.E.Green.  do  63  Green 
Lane,  St  Albans,  Herts  AL3  6HE.  It  would  be 
helpful  if  applications  could  be  kept  saparately 
from  current  puzzle  submissions. 
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LISTENER  CROSSWORD  No  3404 
in  association  with  Waterstone’s 

NAME . 

ADDRESS . 

Cut  out  and  send  the  completed  crossword  and  coupon  above  to  The 
Listener  Crossword  No  3404,  63  Green  Lane.  St  Albans.  Hertford¬ 
shire  AL3  6HE,  by  Thursday,  April  17. 


w 

WATERSTONE’S 


The  winner  will  receive 
a  Waterstone’s  book 
token  worth  £75.  Five 
runners-up  wDJ  each 
receive  a  book  token 
worth  £10 

WaiersUWs  lira  opened  a  bookshop  in  1982,  and  now  has  a  brnutii  in  virtually  every 
major  town  and  city  in  the  UK  and  Ireland.  Each  of  its  lOOodd  branches  has  at  least 
50,000  titles  in  stock  and  can  order  any  book  currently  in  prim  in  the  UK.  Out-of-Print 
Booksearch.  01892  522700.  Mailing  Service  and  Signed  First  Editions,  01225  448590.  For 
your  nearest  branch  of  WatcrsioneS.  call  0181-742  3800. 
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SATURDAY  RENDEZVOUS 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171 680 6868 
FAX:  0171  481 9313 
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SATURDAY  LADIES 

RENDEZVOUS 


GENTLEMEN 
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PERSONA'-  INTRODUCTIONS 


‘VI  stunning  success  rale... 
(omit less  lun g  term  relationships 


Kill.  ON  SUNDAY 


»  \i  "A  file  of  grateful  letters  and  a 

\\  (  !  wall  full  of  wedding  photographs  ” 
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INDEPENDENT  ON  SUNDAY 
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Windsor:  0 1753  830350  London:  0171  499  9626 
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VIRGINIA 

CHARLES 


The  exclusive  introduction  agency  for 
people  of  quality  and  integrity 


The  Old  Brewery,  Btaford, 
Oxfordshire  OX18  4SG 


Telephone 
01993  824500 


LONDON  AND  NATIONWIDE 


*  00 c 
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■  COMING  * 


drawing  down  the  moon  l 


The  original  personalised 
introduction  agency 


?::£  S:ST  -G£.f;0-  IS  Tr*s  WORLD 


Adam  &  Eve  Mews,  Kensington 

0171-937  6263 

24  cows 


m 


i 


w  S  '  [ 


FJi'Jin  ’.  1  •  ST0C -I £S0K:*.G  •  ACvioiiSmQ  •  AC.A3E:.  iC5 


!a  ■.  Sir.  Po. 


r* 


m 


/in 

M  v> 


^4 


YOOR  Oat  flMM  ouallcy 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


OI442  879074 

Exdea(«c  Sooai  DiactgCl 


latrudatUom 

Tailor-made 
introductions 
exclusively  for 
professional  A 
business  people 

•  Southeast  •  Northeast 

•  Midlands  •  Notrfiwcsi 

Call  free 
0800435922 


Haas*  cal  Chary!  Brown 

»  01713715535 


SATURDAY 
RENDEZVOUS 1 


“DOYENNE  Or 

matchmakers-” 

KATHARINE  ^LL£N 

“SttSSB"  ' 


(8  Thayer  St. 
London  W  IM.5LD 
0171  935  3115 
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The  search  for  your  perfect 
partner  starts  here.... 


Our  members  come  from  all 
walks  of  Hfe  and  from  all  over 
ibe  country  -  we’re  sure  to 
know  someone  who  could 
be  right  for  you. 


For.  Free  Details  with 
No  Obligation  Write  To: 

23  Abingdon  Rd 
London  W8  6AL  or  Call 


(01869)  324  100 
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0800 
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NUMBER 
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SHOULD  BE 
ADDRESSED  TO: 
BOX  No:- 
c/o  THE  TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
LTD 

P.O.BOX  3553, 
VIRGINIA.ST. 
LONDON.  El  9GA 
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My  name  is  Kim.  I  have  wwted  for  two  of  the  top 
introduction  services  in  the  UK,  one  of  which  was  die  largest 
in  the  world.  I  thought  I  could  ran  a  service  better  than  this,  so 
I  set  up  my  own  service  called  Personal  Touch.  Indeed,  it  was 
one  of  the  finest  services  in  the  UK.  However,  it  was  always 
second  to  one  other  organisation.  They  always  attracted  higher 
quality  people  and  had  such  a  large  selection  of  members.  Not  content  with 
running  the  second  best  agency  in  Britain,  1  thought  if  yon  can’t  beat  diem,  join 
them!  So  I  did.  I  asked  The  Executive  Club  of  St  James’s  to  absorb  our 
membership  so  they  too  could  have  die  finest  choice  of  unattached  people  in  the 
UK.  I  am  now  proud  to  be  woridng  for  an  organisation  I  honestly  believe  to  be 
the  finest  dating  sendee  it  is  possible  to  join. 

By  offering  to  refund  your  membership  fee  towards  any  other  dating  service  in 
the  world  should  you  not  agree  that  we  are  the  best  organisation  available  should 
tell  yon  volumes  about  the  service.  I  would  be  pleased  to  tell  you  more  about  our 
unique  service  -  call  Natalie  on  0171  499  8833  for  an  appointment 

Regards,  Kim 


Dinner  end  Dances 
Cocktail  Parties 
Personal  Introductions 

Herts  Essex  Suffolk 
Combs  Kent 

Ask  (or  Brochure 
Co*  SSe  01277  352  742 


ASSIGNATIONS 

Lesley  Hudsort-Jessop 

(ex  Profeanooal  HexOlnatsn) 

Home  interview*  md 
professional  ikOh  Iced  to 
tailor  made  tefoduakm 
LONDON  AND 
M4  CORRIDOR 

01225  482905 


Meeting  people 
has  never  been 
easier,  call 
Rendezvous  on 
0171 680  6868 
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ar  Fax;  6171  4J1  93U 
TE^ua.PingnWMft#Mt.jtoUMJc 


Call  now  lor  details  of  special  otter  rate1 


You  iriD  also  receive  drtaffg  on  our  superb 
“*W-ou"  tdephooe  feature  fodttdiog  insUnctioas  on  bow 
to  record  jour  Free*  voice  greeting  and  bow  to  retrieve 
m*5Ba*es,  abo  tor  Free* 
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A  taste 
of  life 
with  the 
fast  girls 
at  Brands 

Page  5 
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The  car 
that  takes 
the  strain 
of  quick 
braking 

Page  10 
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Bespoke  Bentley  that’s  a  brute 


Would  you  do 
this  to  a  shiny 
new  limo? 
Ian  Morton 
drives  with  the 
Italian  who  did 


In  Crewe,  they  scarcely 
believed  it.  They  had 
gone  to  ail  that  trouble 
over  fine  lines  and  facets 
to  make  a  big  car  look  power¬ 
fully  compact  yet  graciously 
poised.;  TTiey  had  lavished 
upon  it  coach  work  of  unri¬ 
valled  quality  and  had  sculpt¬ 
ed  a  wood  and  leather  interior 
in  the  finest  English  tradition. 
They  called  the  result  die 
Bentley  Continental  R.  and 
they  were  charging  a  mere 
£193,428  for  it 

Then  along  came  this  fellow 
from  Milan  who  wanted  al¬ 
most  everything  modified, 
with  a  great  brutal  metal  and 
wire  mesh  face  on  the  front 
the  rear  seats  removed,  the 
•  trim  stripped  out  and  replaced 
with  machined  aluminium 
and  leather  quilting,  and  the 
engine  enlarged  to  seven  litres. 
And  lots  more  —  over  SO 
features  were  to  be  radically 
changed.  And  when  they  told 
him  it  would  more  than  dou¬ 
ble  the  price,  he  shrugged  and 
said.  “OK." 

It  was  their  own  fault  Rolls- 
Royce  and  Bentley  have  taken 
to  inviting  customers  to  re¬ 
quest  individual  treatment  on 
their  cars,  and  have  an  exten¬ 
sive  department  Muiiiner 
Park  Ward,  to  cany  out  spe¬ 
cial  work.  But  work  this 
special  was  unheard  of. 
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He  had  his  own 
way;  of  course. 
Carlo  Talamo  is 
not  only  their  best 
customer  in  the  whole  of  Italy, 
but  the  man  in  whose  bands 
their  fortunes  in  that  country 
effectively  rest  So  the  car  he 
wanted,  the  one  they  call  the 
Bespoke  Sports  Bentley,  is  a 
reality  —  about  £500,000 
worth  of  reality,  the  most 
expensively  customised  Bent¬ 
ley  ever. 

And  die  company  has 
grown  proud  of  it.  calling  it  a 
"high-performance,  light¬ 
weight  road-and-track  deriv¬ 
ation  of  the  Continental  R  with 
prominent  Bentley  sporting 
tradition,  visual  features  and 
styling  cues". 

Yes,  plenty  of  those,  though 
in  sheer  performance  terms 
the  car  seems  at  first  _  to 
provide  a  graphic  illustration 
of  the  law  of  diminishing 
returns.  All  that  work,  all  that 
expense,  and  on  paper,  the 
Bespoke  looks  only  modestly 
quicker  than  the  model  on 
which  it  is  bared.  The  Conti¬ 
nental  R  shows  0-bOmph  in 
just  over  six  seconds,  for 
example,  while  the  Bespoke 
pulls  the  time  down  to  5.4.  The 
standard  car  is  credited  with 
!51mph.  while  the  Bespoke 
hauls  160.  Useful,  bur  worth 
all  that  money? 

The  power  emerges  in  real 
traffic.  The  enlarged  VS  unit. 
Cosworth-prepared  with  new 
camshaft  and  turbocharger 
and  tuned  to  take  super- 
unleaded  petrol,  develops 
6701b  of  torque  at  only  800rpm 
(the  standard  engine  gives  553 
at  2,000),  and  delivers  425bhp 
over  the  original’s  385  via  a 
seamless  automatic  box. 
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Proud  owner  Carlo  Talamo  with  his  Bespoke  Sports  Bentley.  The  beefed-up  engine  and  weight  savings  make  for  awesome  acceleration — a  good  thing,  because  T alamo  plans  to  let  his  mother  drive  it 


BUILDING  A  BESPOKE  BENTLEY 


us** 


Just  a  trim:  out  went  the  traditional  sculpted  wood  of  the  original  Continental  R,  left,  and  in  came  machined  aluminium  and  quilted  leather 


Much  of  the  expense  has  been 
incurred  by  weight-shedding, 
and  the  car  is  240kg  lighter 
than  the  R.  That  is  like  not 
having  the  fattest  of  those 
three  tenors  in  the  back.  . 

The  resultant  ability  of  the 
Bespoke  to  respond  to  a  bit  of 
free  road-space  has  to  be 
experienced.  Where  the  fac¬ 
tory  model  takes  about  35 
seconds  to  surge  from  50  to 
TOrnph,  the  Bespoke  needs 
little  over  two.  the  process 
accompanied  by  a  great  rising 
chord  of  exhaust  wail  fit  to  fill 
a  cathedral.  You  are  thrust 


into  your  seat  and  you  stay 
there,  a  helpless  captive,  until 
the  accelerator  lifts. 

Come  the  curves  and  the 
lateral  forces  are  equally  as¬ 
sertive,  for  the  road-holding  is 
monumental.  The  racing  har¬ 
nesses  which  have  replaced 
normal  seat  belts  are  no 
conceit.  Nor  is  the  huge  leath¬ 
er-dad  roll-cage  which  re¬ 
places  the  rear  seats. 

The  creaking  of  the  roll- 
cage’s  leather  against  the 
leather  of  the  thickly  padded 
roof  lining  is  the  loudest  and 
most  persistent  sound.  “I 


could  stop  that  by  using  leath¬ 
er  cream,  bur  I  like  it."  says 
Talamo.  "It  is  the  sound  of  a 
living  car." 

Other  oblique  attitudes  sur¬ 
face.  Though  it  Will  live  in 
Italy,  the  car  is  right-hand 
drive.  “If  my  business  goes 
wrong  and  1  have  to  sell  it,  that 
will  be  easier  in  England  or 
Japan."  he  explains.  There  are 
no  airbags.  “With  the  harness¬ 
es.  you  don’t  need  them,  but 
there  are  too  many  rules 
anyway  —  let  me  die  in  my  car 
if  I  want  to.” 

And  the  suspension  is  softer 


than  standard,  so  that  the 
body  cants  through  bends.  “C 
like  body  roll  —  roll  is  natu¬ 
ral,"  says  Carlo.  “Cars  ride  flat 
and  suddenly  they  quit.  Roll 
gives  you  more  signals." 

The  softer  ride  pays  off  over 
Milan's  tram  lines,  which  is 
handy  because  the  Bespoke 
will  be  daily  transport  Not 
that  it  is  unwieldy  in  close 
traffic.  After  a  few  minutes  of 
familiarisation,  i  had  no  hesi¬ 
tation  going  for  rush-hour 
gaps  let  alone  seizing  opportu¬ 
nities  on  the  autostrada. 

I  was  encouraged  by  the 


sharp  reactions  of  the  keen 
Italian  drivers,  plus  their  obvi¬ 
ous  respect  for  a  very  special 
motor  car. 

“It  is  like  driving  a  boat." 
says  Talamo.  "Your  mother 
could  drive  it."  His  mother 
will,  he  says.  Signora  Talamo 
is  74  and  has  lost  her  licence 
three  times  for  speeding.  He  is 
proud  of  his  mother  and  his 
cars.  A  true  son  of  Italy. 

His  cars.  Definitely  plural. 
He  has  more  than  50.  mainly 
British,  including  “six  or  sev¬ 
en"  Minis,  four  AC  Cobras. 

Continued  on  page  2 


■  TAKE  ONE  6.7-litre  Continental  R  (list  price  £193.428) 
and  modify  as  tallows. 

■  EXTERIOR:  flare  front  and  rear  wheel  arches,  shorten 
sill  strips.  Remove  bonnet  and  replace  with  polished,  ducted 
aluminium.  Remove  chromed  radiator  shell  and  replace 
with  aluminium.  Install  mesh  grille,  blank  off  inner  headlamps, 
and  cover  with  mesh,  upgrade  other  lamps,  blank  otf 
direction  indicators.  Replace  headlamp  surrounds  and  door 
minor  caps  with  polished  aluminium.  Delete  all  bumper 
brightwork.  mount  flush  direction  indicators,  apply  mesh  to 
lower  apertures.  Install  Aston  Martin-style  aluminium  filler 
cap.  Fit  18-inch  live- spoke  wheels  with  low-profile  Goodyear 
tyres.  Finish  in  Milano  Green  with  white  racing  decaJs. 

■  INTERIOR:  remove  rear  seats  and  all  rear  comfort 
items,  refit  area  In  black  diamond-quitted  leather,  install 
leather-covered  roll-cage.  Replace  front  seats  with 
manually  adjusted  seats.  Remove  door  trim,  carpets,  rear 
console,  and  driver's  armrest,  and  install  black  diamond- 
quilted  leather  on  doors  and  black  quilted  everflex  on  floors. 
Install  oak  door-capping  and  waist-rail  to  achieve 
continuous  "bath-tub"  effect.  Remove  standard  fascia,  install 
engine-turned  aluminium  panels,  revise  all  switches 
Transfer  lock,  window,  and  boot  latch  controls  to  cfervef's  door 
only.  Replace  standard  gearshift  with  aluminium  cranked 
stem  and  knob.  Remove  airbags,  install  three-spoke  steering 
wheel,  remove  tilt-steering  facility.  Install  drilled  stainless- 
steel  pedals.  Remove  fuel  tank,  install  18-gallon  racing-spec 
fuel  cell.  Remove  spare  wheel,  reposition  battery. 

■  MECHANICAL:  Enlarge  V8  engine  capacity  to  seven 
litres  with  new  camshaft,  new  turbocharger,  revised  cylinder 
heads.  Install  ram-air  intake,  extra  cooling.  Tune  for  super 
unleaded  98-octane  fuel.  Install  traction-control  system  and 
high-performance  brakes.  Remove  cruise  control.  Modify 
exhaust  system  with  no  main  catalyst  and  twin  tail  pipes. 
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Modem  cars  are  more  reliable  —  which  means  we  can  rely  on  them  to  break  down  because  we  neglect  the  little  amount  of  maintenance  they  need 


To  travel  in  hope 
is  not  to  arrive 
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More  reliable  cars 
mean  more  break¬ 
downs:  now  there  is 
a  paradox  to  start  us 
thinking.  But  there  is  no  other 
logical  explanation  for  the  fact  that 
the  motoring  organisations  were 
as  busy  as  ever  over  the  Easter 
weekend.  Manufacturers  sell 
heavily  on  reliability,  so  why  is 
that  chap  standing  at  the  side  of 
the  road  with  steam  coming  out  his 
radiator  (and  his  ears)? 

The  answer  is  dial  cars  may 
change,  but  people  don't.  We  put 
more  faith  than  we  like  to  admit  in 
machines,  in  spite  of  the  second 
law  of  natural  physics:  if  it  can  go 
wrong,  it  will  go  wrong.  Although 
the  British  are  inclined  towards 
pessimism,  we  make  a  touching 
exception  for  cars. 

We  believe  that  a  vehide  that 
has  taken  us  from,  say,  Chiswick 
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to  Wembley  every  day  of  our 
working  year  will  cheerfully  chug 


working  year  will  cheerfully  chug 
from  Chiswick  to  Penzance  ana 
back  in  a  weekend  at  speeds 
ranging  from  the  untaxing  70m ph 
of  motorways  to  the  taxing  crawl  of 
holiday  jams. 

Part  of  the  problem  is  the 


sophistication  of-  the  machine -it¬ 
self.  it  must  be  at  least  ten  years 
since  X  did  anything  in  the  engine 
compartment  more  difficult- than 
changing  a  fan  belt  lift  the  bonnet 
of  most  modem  cars  and  we  might 
as  well  be  looking  at  the  propul¬ 
sion  unit  of  a  Boeing  747. 

Sealed-foMife  batteries  mean 
that  we  ignore  diem  completely, 
forgetting  that  the  battery  may  be 
all  right  but  the  terminals  can  be 
altogether  a  different  matter 
(smear  them  with  petroleum  jelly, 
or  even  Vaseline,  when  you  buy  die 
car  and  you  wont  regret  it). 

Indeed  a  survey  sent  to  me  by 
the  RAC  shows  that  in  1996,  more 
than  10  per  cent  of  call-outs 
involved  either  a  flat  or  a  faulty 
battery.  That  means  that  325.000 
drivers  had  Co  summon  the  RAC 
because  of  battery  problems.  This 
is  a  case  where  developments  in 
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technology  have  worked  for  us  and 
against  us. 

Modem  batteries  are  better  than 
they  once  were  but  they  give  little 
warning  before  packing  up.  Any 
sluggishness  in  starting  usually 
means  the  battery  needs  replacing. 
And  sealed  for  life  means  sealed 
for  the  battery's  life,  not  the 
driver’s.  A  battery  lives  for  three 


years  and  after  that  both  it  and  its 
owner  are  on  borrowed  time. 

Water?  The  advent  of  header 
tanks  means  that  we  no  longer 
have  to  open  the  radiator  itself.  In 
fact  the  last  time  1  had  to  do  that 
was  in  Saudi  Arabia. nearly  20 
.years  ago:  the  cap  came  off  with 
such  force  that  it  knocked  a  dent  in 
the  underside  of  the  bonnet. 


Thar  fearsome  prospect  is  long 
gone,  yet  any  AA  or  RAC  patrol 
will  tell  you  that  the  first  time  some 
of  the  Easier  travellers  thought 
about  water  was  when  it  had 
turned  to  steam  and  was  obscur¬ 
ing  their  vision.  “The  funny  thing 
is."  one  AA  man  told  ine,  “people 
will  have  umpteen  bottles  of  water 
inside  the  car  in  hot  weather  but 


they  haven't  considered  giving  the 
engine  any." 

Tyres?  The  standard  advice  is.to 
check  them  at  least  once  a  week 
and  before  every  long  journey,  but 
who  does  that?  No.  nor  me.  Large 
capacity  fuel  tanks  and  highly 
efficient  engines  mean  that  drivers 
spend  less  time  at  petrol  stations, 
where  we  are  most  likely  to  check 
oil  and  water  levels  and  tyre 
pressures. 

Another  interesting  aspect  of  the 
RAC  survey  is  that  alternator, 
carburettor  and  starter  motor 
problems  come  fourth,  fifth  and 
sixth  in  the  causes  of  breakdowns. 
1  am  not  sure  what  to  make  of  this: 
either  these  cars  are  not  serviced 
often  enough,  or  the  service  does 
not  always  cover  these  items.  X 
have  no  idea  exactly  what  a  10.000- 
mile  service  on  my  car  covers  and  I 
doubt  that  many  of  us  do. 

But  1  ought  to  know.  The  bottom 
line  here  is  that  engine- manage¬ 
ment  systems  and  generally  more 
sophisticated  cars  ought  not  to  be 
treated  as  if  they  are  infallible  or  as 
if  they  will  bite  us  if  we  touch  them. 
This  summer,  nobody  with  a 
serious  and  unavoidable  break¬ 
down  wants  to  wait  several  hours 
for  help  because  50  people  who 
haven't  attended  to  the  basics  are 
being  sorted  out  elsewhere. 


One  less  cylinder  —  that’s  the  Corsa  Sting 


AA  GRIDLOCK  GUIDE 


Stuart  Birch  enjoyed  finding  that 


good  Vauxhalls  come  in  threes 


Just  turn  the  ignition  key. 
drive  a  few  yards  and 
you  will  know  that  the 
Vauxhall  Corsa  Sting  is 
not  like  most  other  cars. 

The  distinctive  beat,  beat, 
beat  from  beneath  its  bonnet 
raps  out  the  message:  there 
are  only  three  cylinders.  As 
speed  rises  it  sounds  almost 
tike  a  turbine.  It  is  unobtrusive 
and  surprisingly  smooth. 

Bar  those  who  reckon  value 
for  money  includes  at  least  a 
four-cylinder  engine,  the  fact 
that  Vauxhall  has  had  the 
temerity  to  lop  off  a  cylinder 
might  cause  a  fit  of  apoplexy — 
but  ir  works.  It  is  designed  to 
save  money  and  reduce  pollu¬ 
tion.  and  Vauxhall  believes  it 
is  very  much  how  small  cars' 
engines  should  be. 

The  well-equipped  Corsa 
Sting  goes  on  sale  on  May  2 
and  is  expected  to  be  priced  at 
about  the  level  of  tire  four- 
cylinder  Corsa  1-2  litre,  £8,000 
-  £10,000. 

With  973cc  and  four  valves 
per  cylinder,  it  produces  a 
modest  55bhp  but  that  is 
enough  to  get  the  Corsa  to 
93mph.  although  reaching 
that  takes  some  time.  But  each 
gallon  of  fuel  should  take  the 
Corsa  an  average  of  almost  50 
miles. 

The  reasons  for  giving  the 
Corsa  Sting  only  three  cylin¬ 
ders  centre  on  the  pursuit  of 
economy  via  mechanical  effici¬ 
ency.  Three  cylinders  instead 
of  four  means  less  friction,  less 
weight  and  more  response  at 
low  engine  speeds. 


Just  losing  a  cylinder, 
though,  was  not  enough  to 
achieve  a  really  meaningful 
gain  in  efficiency.  Developed 
In  General  Motors  Europe’s 
German  Technical  Centre 
(Vauxhall  is  part  of  GM)  the 
engine’s  list  of  technology 
highlights  is  long.  Its  hydrau¬ 
lic  tappets  are  said  to  be  the 
smallest  ever  developed  .for  a 
production  car  engine.  And  its 


STING  STATISTICS 


Engine:  Three-cylinder,  973cc.  55bhp- 


Performance:  Top  speed  93mph,  0-62mph  in  18 
seconds. 


Fuel  consumption:  Urban  372mpg;  extra-urban 
S8  _3mpgt  combined  48.7mpg. 


Equipment  Three-spoke  alloy  wheels,  radio/cassette, 
metallic  paint,  sunroof. 


Price:  To  be  announced. 


fuel  injection  is  a  sequential 
type,  producing  tine  jets  of  foe! 
and  air  to  aid  both  economy 


and  air  to  aid  both  economy 
and  cleaner  emissions. 

“Smart"  electronics  help  the 
engine,  start  more  quickly, 
which  is  another  foe!  save r. 
The  engine  is  carefully  bal¬ 
anced  to  reduce  vibration. 

All  this  advanced  technol¬ 
ogy  may  sound  impressive, 
but  typical  Corsa  owners  are 
unlikely  to  be  that  interested; 
they  will  just  know  that  the 
engine  is  not  “normal".  Won't 
they  be  a  little  waxy?  Nick 
Retily,  Vauxhall’s  chairman 
and  managing  director,  be¬ 
lieves  they  have  no  need  to  be; 
"A  threocylinder  engine  is 
obviously  very  different  But 
achieving  low  fuel  consump¬ 
tion  and  emissions  is  very 
important  to  us  and  the  new 
engine  gives  big  advantages  in 
these  areas."  . 

So  that's  the  technology  and 
how  Vauxhall's  boss  regards 
the  new  power  unit  But 
converting  advanced  automo¬ 
tive  engineering  theory  into 
every  day  practice  for  the 
school  run  or  100  miles  on  the 
motorway  may  be  something 


Balanced  triple  engine  is  unobtrusive  and  miserly 


else.  General  Motors  Europe 
could  have  presented  -the  new 
engine  in  Holland  —  all  flat 
roads  and  smooth  surfaces. 
Instead  it  chose  Tenerife,  all 
mountain  roads,  hairpin 
bends  and  bumps. 

I  took  the  little  Corsa  Sting 
on  a  punishing  drive  from  sea 
level  into  the  lava  strewn 
landscape  of  Teide  National 
Park  and  up  to  the  observatory 
perched  more  than  7,000  feet 
up  the  mountains. 

The -Corsa  is  no  Hale-Bopp 
comet  but  it  moved  onward 
and  upward  manfully,  its  little  - 


engine  revving  hard  for  miles 
in  second  ■  and  third  gears. 
Winding  its  way  down  to  sea 
level  again,  it  coped  very  well 
with  tortuous  mountain  roads. 


Lotus  has  worked  to 
improve  the  suspen¬ 
sion  of  all  the  latest 
Corsas  and  handling 
is  good.  On  the  motorway  it 
cruised  happily  at  75mph. 

The  car  I  tried  was  also 
fined  with.  Vauxhall’s  new 
optional  electric  power  steer¬ 
ing.  It  has  been  designed  to 
take  the  effort  out  of  steering 


without  demanding  too  much 
engine  power.  Fitted  with  an 
electronic  control  unit,  it  only 
takes  power  when  needed, 
which  saves  fuel. 

The  three-cylinder  Corsa 
Sting  also  benefits  from  revi¬ 
sions  that  are  applied  across 
the  Corsa  range,  including 
front  and  rear  styling  changes,  . 
improved  ride  and  handling, 
and  the  option  of  air  condition¬ 
ing  on  some  models.  The 
range  also  now  includes  a  new 
120mph  1.6-litre  sport  model. 

The  Corsa  Sting’S  three- 
cylinder  engine  was  first  re¬ 


vealed  in  General  Motors 
Europe’s  MAXX  concept  car  at 
die  1995  Geneva  motorshow. 
Now  it  is  a  production  reality. 
Variations  on  the  theme  are 
expected  and  the  three  cylin¬ 
der  is  a  modular  design  which 
could  form  the  basis  of  a 
larger  capacity  four  cylinder. 

Although  many  companies 
have  researched  thre&cyfin- 
der  engine  designs,  until  now 
Daihatsu  has  been  one  of  the 
few  makers  to  put  them  into 
production  cars.  Now  Vaux¬ 
hall  has  joined  them.  Others 
are  likely  to  follow. 


‘What  would  W.  O.  Bentley 
make  now,  I  asked  myself 


Continued  from  page  J  . 
a  bevy  of  Morgans,  and  his 
ultimate  choice  for  twisty 
mountain  roads,  a  Caterham 
Super  Seven.  And  Bentleys 
a  yellow  Azure,  a  vermillion 
Brooklands,  and  a  blade  Con¬ 
tinental  R 

He  hardly  needed  another. 
But  to  comprehend  the  Be¬ 
spoke.  you  must  understand 
the  man.  A  self-confessed 
“crazy  and  desperate  guy” .  he 
comes  from  a  wealthy  family 
whose  money  evaporated 
when  he  was  ten.  but  he  had 
already  developed  a  love  of 
dassy  British  vehides. 


"My  head  was  full  of  en¬ 
gines,  nothing  but  engines,” 
he  says.  “If  they  ever  set  up  a 
hospital  to  treat  enginede- 
pendency,  l  shall  be  their  first 
patient" 

In  19S4,  aged  25.  he 
capitalised  on  his  enthusiasm 
and  some  motorbike-rad  ng 
success  and  persuaded  Har- 
ley-Davidson  to  let  him  be¬ 
come  their  Italian  importer  — 
no  great  deal  it  might,  have 
seemed,  for  the  previous  year 
they  had  sold  precisely  three 
bikes  in  Italy.  Now,  thanks  to 
Carla  there  are  24,000  Har- 
leys  in  the  country.  Later,  he 


added  Triumph,  and  now 
sells  600  a  year.  Today  his 
bike  firm,  Numero  Uno,  ac¬ 
count s  for  a  third  of  all  big- 
bike  sales  in  Italy. 

Then  he  persuaded  Rolls- 
Royce  and  Bentley  that  he 
was  their  best  bet  in  a  previ¬ 
ously  dull  region  —  again 
only  three  sales  in  a  year  — 
and  in  its  first  year,  his  new 
firm,  Gmlloquaranta  (it 
means  Yellow  40)  shifted  33, 
mainly  Bentleys.  Carlo  thinks 
Italy  win  take  100  cars  a  year. 
Crewe  is  not  inclined  to  doubt 
him.  No  wonder  be  gets  his 
own  way. 

He  works  for  it.  "I  live  cars 
and  bikes  24  hours  a  day. 
seven  days  a  week,”  he  says, 
“and  sometimes  longer  than 
that.  {  have  no  family,  no 
villas,  no  servants.  I  live  in  an 
hotel  next  to  my  showrooms. 

“I  have  been  buying  cars  as 
a  drug.  1  have  been  buying 
happiness.  Cars  are  every¬ 
thing.  Cars  are  passion,"  he 

declares. 

“I  asked  myself  what 
W.O.  Bentley  would  make 
now.  and  sol  did  this  car.  Ttis 
a  toy,  a  Mini-Cooper  for  rich 
guys.  The  factory  was  shy  of 
it,  and  still  is,  I  think.  They 


•  LONDON 

A406  Upper  Edmonton; 
major  roadworks  on  Angel 
Road  (North  Circular 
Road). 

A306  Hammersmith  Bridge 
dosed  both  ways. 

A2400  Bloomsbury;  work 
on  Upper  Woburn  Place  and 
the  east  side  of  Tavistock 
Square. 

A5  Kiibum  High  Road 
reduced  to  one  lane  both 
ways,  with  no  right  turn  into 
BelsizB  Road. 

M4  junction  2  and  A4; 
weekend  and  overnight 
closures. 

Ml  junction  2;  major 
roadworks. 

A3  Kingston  Bypass; 
Northbound  lane  dosure 
between  Shannon  Corner 
(A298)  and  Coombe  Lane 
Junction  (A238). 

A307  Kingston  upon 
Thames;  off-peak  single 
alternate  traffic  on 
Richmond  Road. 

A232  Wellington;  . 
roadworks  on  Croydon  Road. 

•  SOUTH-EAST 
M40 /unctions  la-3; 
contraflow. 

A130  Sandon;  roadworks 
on  Southend  Road. 

M27  junctions  8-10; 
contraflow. 

A31  Ringwood;  contraflow. 
A41  Watford;  lane  dosed 
eastbound. 

M20  junction  4  West 
Mailing;  roadworks,  and  slip- 
road  lane  closures. 

M25  junctions  8-10; 
restrictions  and  lane  closures 
both  ways. 

A272  Haywards  Heath; 
temporary  lights,  long  delays. 

•  SOUTH-WEST 
M5  junctions  18-19; 
contraflow. 

A30  north  of  Bodmin; 
contraflow. 

A35  Christchurch  Bypass; 
lane  closure. 

M5  junction  13;  only  one 
lane  open. 

A40  Cheltenham; 
temporary  fights. 

A41 7  Bam  wood  Bypass; 
contraflow  in  place  between 
the  Zoons  Court  and  C&G 
Roundabouts. 

A37  near  Shepton  Mallet; 
temporary  lights. 

•  MIDLANDS  AND  EAST 
ANGUA 

A1  Alconbury;  only  one 
lane  northbound. 

A6  Lockmgton;  temporary 
lights  between  Ml  and  Sawley 


lights  on  Stoney  Stanton 
Road. 

M6  junction  6;  slip  road 
from  Salford  Circus  to  the  M6 
north  dosed.  Diversions. 


•  NORTH 

A62  Hollinwood;  one  lane 
northbound.  Major  evening 
delays  expected. 

A627  BardsJey;  roadworks. 
A585  near  M55junction  3; 
roadworks  on  Fleetwood 
Road. 

M53  junction  2:  bridge 
maintenance  work.  Only  one 
lane  open  each  way  on 
Moreton  spur. 

A567  Bootle;  closed 
northbound  between  Merton 
Road  and  The  Strand. 

A19  Middlesbrough;  lane 
closures  weekends  and 
overnight 

A1058  Newcastle;  lane 
closures  on  the  Cradlewell 
Bypass  at  the  comerhouse 
junction. 

Ml  junction  47;  lane 
closures  and  speed 
restrictions. 

Ml  junction  42;  narrow 
lanes  both  ways. 

•  WALES 

A48  Carmarthen; 
temporary  lights  and  lane 
restrictions  on  Pensam 
roundabout  (A484). 

A494;  Drws-y-Nant, 
Rhydymain.  Temporary  lights 
A5025  City  Dulas;  one-way 
system,  width  and  weight 
limits. 

A4077  Gilwem  Viaduct 
closed  both  ways. 

A44  between  Uangurig  and 
Eisteddfe  Gurig;  temporary 
lights. 

A483  Fabian  Way;  lane 
closures  both  ways. 

A4067  Mumbles  Road; 
major  roadworks. 

A483  Roresl-fach;  lane 
closures  both  ways  on 
Carmarthen  Road. 

A472  Porrtypool; 
contraflow  between 
Pontymoile  and  the  Heron 
Roundabout. 


Roll-cage  replaces  rear  seats;  weight  saved  equals  the  heaviest  of  the  three  tenors 


A18  near  Broughton; 
roadworks  at  Brig  gale  Lodge 
Roundabout. 

A1 064  Ade  Way  Bridge; 
maintenance  work. 

Ml;  temporary  lights  at 
Sandfora  Bridge. 

A50Q  Stoke  area; 
contraflow. 

A5  west  of  Ml  junction  12; 
roadworks. 

A41  Wolverhampton; 
temporary  lights  on  Bllston 
Road. 

B41Q9  Coventry,  temporary 


Scotland 

A96  Bridge  of  Don;  only 
two  lanes  available  in  peak 
periods. 

M8  junction  2;  major 
roadworks,  with  lane  closures. 
A923  Dunfermline; 
roadworks  on  Bothwell  Street 
at  Saint  Leonards  Street. 

AS  Port  Glasgow; 
eastbound  lane  closures  at 
Newark  RoundabouL 
A710  Straiton  Road; 
contraflow  between  Captains 
Road  and  the  A720  City 
Bypass. 

A 78  Wemyss  Bay; 
temporary  lights  on  Greenock 
Road. 

A9  Calvine;  roadworks  on 
Perth  to  Inverness  Trunk  Road. 
MS  junction  30  (Erskine 
Spur)  closed  eastbound. 
Contraflow  westbound. 

M898  Erskine  Spur; 
overnight  roadworks  with  lane 
closures. 

A17  south  of  Girvan; 
temporary  lights  for  roadworks 
at  Ardmillan.  Expect  delays. 


ftiB 


C?  April  | 


treated  me  like  a  crazy  guy  at 
first,  but  as  the  car  started  to 
take  shape  they -started  to  say. 
This  is  good.’ 

"They  are  crazy  too,  a  crazy 
factory  which  easts  outside 
the  rules.  But  1  wanted  to 
demonstrate  my  confidence  in 
the  factory.  We  need  to  keep 
tins  factory  alive." 

So  will  the  Bespoke  remain 
unique?  Conscious  that  he  is  a 
Bentley  dealer  as  well  as  an 
enthusiast  Carlo  has  declined 
his  right  to  exclusivity,  and 
given  the  factory  permission 
to  produce  other  Bespoke 


Sports  Bentleys.  It  may  well 
happen:  An  English  fan  of  the 
marque  who  spotted  the  car 
during  construction  instantly 
offered  £100,000  over  cost 
And  last  week,  a  distin¬ 
guished  visitor  who  had 
heard  of  Carlo’s  car  turned 
up  at  the  Milan  showroom  — 
none  other  than  the  Sultan  of 
Brunei,  the  world’s  richest 
man  and  Crewe’s  most  ardent 
collector  of  its  cars.  He  asked 
to  see  the  Bespoke.  It  would 
be  unusual  if  His  Serene 
Highness  did  not  add  one  to 
his  legendary  hoard. 


Carlo's  imagination,  mean¬ 
while,  has  still  some  way  to 
run.  "I  am  trying  to  persuade 
the  factoiy  to  take  an  initiative 
and  build  a  shorter,  wider, 
lower,  two-seater  version  of 
the  Azure  with  more  power 
and  a  tougher  name,"  he  says. 
“We  would  call  it  the  Blue 
Train  Bentley  after  the  fam¬ 
ous  Wolf  Hamate  car.  ft 
might  appeal  to  maybe  ten 
guys  worldwide.” 

He  would  certainly  be  one 
of  them.  I  dubbed  him  the 
Sultan  of  Milan.  He  Liked  the 
sound  of  that 


major  roadworks 


.  .v  ■?/  «r>?s 


Lindsay  Haynes  is  one 

of  a  breed  of  men  who  i 
love  stretch  marques. 

Now,  after  a  long, 
ong  haul,  spending  IS  months 
Testing  a  radically  elongated 
rersion  of  the  car  originally 
amed  for  its  small  size,  his 
ustomised  Mini  is  being 
>illed  as  one  of  the  big 
ittracrions  at  a  motor  show  in 
3inmmgham  this  summer. 

The  )4ft-long  Mini,  with 
eather  and  walnut  trim,  took 
iim  4,000  hours  to  build,  at 
;he  same  time  as  he  was 
holding  down  a  full-time  job. 

He  limited  himself  to  just  four 
Co  five  hours'  sleep  a  night 
while  his  obsessive  mission 
was  underway. 

So  why  has  Haynes  gone  to 
such  lengths  to  transform  a 
car  which  is  normally  perfect¬ 
ly  happy  at  10ft  long?“Because 
people  know  I  am  interested  in 

cars  that  are  not  _ 

quite  normal,  a 
chap  in  the  pub  T.lie 

suggested  I  make  a 

stretch  Mini."  he  Lottery 

says.  “There  have  J 

STwK  wantedit 

SSthta  to  be  even 

By  file  end  of  the  lnnopr’ 

week  I  had  bought  longer 

a  couple  of  Minis  _ 

for  £200  and 
started  cutting  the  bodies  up  to 
make  the  front  from  one  and 
the  rear  end  front  another.” 

The  final  result  sparked 
such  interest  in  the  Mini 
Eraiemity  that  the  National 
Lottery  contacted  him  to  ask 
whether  he  could  make  it  even 
longer  for  its  television  adver¬ 
tisement  for  scratchcards.  He 
couldn't 

The  point  was  that  Haynes's 
pride  and  joy  is  a  pampered 
car  which  has  had  masses  of 
luxury  touches  lavished  on  it, 
while  the  lottery  people  want¬ 
ed  a  35-foot  model  which 
merely  looked  convincing  on 
the  outside  —  and  would  be 
ready  within  two  weeks  of  tbe 
request 

; There  was  big  money  in¬ 
volved.  but  there  was  no  way  I 
could  do  that  in  such  a  short 
time  and  eventually  they  had 
one  built  elsewhere,"  he  says. 

Elsewhere  transpired  to  be 
Wimbledon,  where  a  model¬ 
making  company  came  up 
with  the  purple,  neon-lit  ver¬ 
sion  which  is  used  to  illustrate 
one  of  the  more  bizarre  uses  to 
which  a  £50.000  win  on  a 
scratchcard  could  be  put  _ 

The  organisers  of  the  Mini 
World  International  motor 
show,  at  the  National  Exhibi¬ 
tion  Centre  in  Birmingham, 
say  they  hope  that  this  stretch 


Mini  will  also  be  put  on  show 
on  July  5  and  6. 

Haynes.  26.  from  Groby, 
near  Leicester,  began  his 
project  after  a  relationship 
with  a  girlfriend  ended  “and  1 
needed  something  to  occupy 
me".  So  no  one  had  to  wait  in 
the  wings  while  he  spent 
almost  every  free  moment 
working  on  the  car  and  just 
snatching  meals  when  he 
could.  He  is  now  engaged  to 
someone  else. 

“The  hardest  aspect  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  car  was  to  get  it  to  look 
right  looking  down  the  side  of 
the  car.  The  Mini  is  built  of 
curves,  you  have  one  big  curve 
from  the  front  to  the  back.  It 
took  a  lot  of  painstaking  work, 
using  a  very  delicate  high¬ 
speed  cutting  tool,  an  airsaw. 

“I  was  slicing  slivers  and 
welding  them  in  place.  Com¬ 
pared  with  the  sides,  the  roof 

_  was  easy,"  he  says. 

The  cost  of  maieri- 
'ig  als  to  build  the 

stretch-Mini  was 
py-y  about  £10.000,  but 

it  is  now  believed  to 
if  be  worth  around 

H  £50.000. 

Haynes  says  he 
even  now  uses  the  car  to 

,  raise  money  for  a 

*er  children’s  charity, 

partly  by  selling 
advertising  space 
on  the  cart  elongated  exterior. 

The  scratchcard  Mini, 
meanwhile,  cost  about  £15,000 
to  build,  according  to  Frank 
Farman,  one  of  the  two  part¬ 
ners  at  Eagle  Models  in  Wim¬ 
bledon  who  made  it  "We  also 
used  two  Minis  for  the  front 
and  rear,  but  then  we  used 
fibreglass  for  the  middle  and 
installed  windows  and  sun¬ 
roof.  It  was  all  done  in  about 
three  weeks,"  he  says.  “It  has  a 
standard  Mini  engine  —  but  it 
is  a  pain  to  steer." 


Haynes  chauffeurs  his  new  fiancee  in  the  Mini  limousine.  He  decided  to  build  it  after  he  brake  up  with  a  previous  girlfriend  and  needed  something  to  do 


The  35ft-iong  scratchcard  Mini  was  spaaally  buDt  in  response  to  a  request  by  tbe  National  lottery  otganisets.  But  purists  aren’t  so  enamoured  of  these  grotesques 


Mini-enthusiasts 
have  mixed  feel¬ 
ings  about  the 
elongation  of 
their  favourite  veihicle.  Monty 
Watkins  of  MiniWorid  maga¬ 
zine,  says:  “I  love  the  idea  of 
Lindsay  Haynes  doing  it  as  a 
curiosity,  but  in  general,  what 
is  the  point?  The  Mini  is  about 
being  small  and  economical." 
Watkins  believes  there  are  just 
five  or  six  roadworthy  stretch- 
Minis  in  Britain,  and  only 
about  a  dozen  in  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

They  gD  the  other  way  as 
well."  he  adds,  “they  are  called 
shorties  and  are  only  about 
five  or  six  feet  long  and  there 
are  a  lot  more  of  them  " 

The  longest  stretch-limo  in 
Britain  in  believed  to  be  a  new 


HYUnOHI; 


Stunted  Minis,  however,  are  quite  another  thing 


35-foot  Lincoln  Super  Stretch 
run  by  Londoner  lan  Berne, 
which  can  be  hired  for  £S0- 
£100  an  hour.  And  the  most 
stretched  in  the  world  is 
reputed  to  be  a  65- ft  long. 
£500,000  monster  called  the 
Ultralimo,  which  is  based  in 
California.  It  is  the  length  of  a 
cricket  pitch,  though  it  has 


been  said  of  this  36-sea  ter  “the 
difference  is  that  you  can  get 
movement  out  of  a  cricket 
pitch”. 

Mini  World 
International,  Mike 
Kennington  0121-767 3536; 
Jan  Berne  Limousine  Hire, 
0ISJ-500  9469. 
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Hedgehog  April  Fool  falls  flat 

_ _ I  front  bumper.  Animal  Alert  whistles  cw 

r  .1 _ _ i.  I  _  -  n  I  __  r  * _ Ku  met  fne 


Get  something  more 
useful  than  free  glasses 
from  a  petrol  station. 
Free  petrol. 


BMW’s  spoof  advert 
missed  the  point, 
savs  Helen  Mound 

- 1  was  Hie  April  Fool's  trick  tha  fell  as 
flat  as  the 

_  mocked  —  the  stwallwl  BMW  that 
mmunicates  with  the  animals  • 

A  foil-page  advert  placed  in  Tfte  77i mes 
AnrilTdaimed  that  ‘In  duldrart 
tinn  it  was  Doctor  Dolittle  who  talked 

animals  Today,  thanks  to  doctors  at  the 

ainpf-n  at  BMW."  It  went  oi  to  explain 
a^BMW taddei/elOPed  VWld  Acousnc 

Cation  link  (WAIL)  that «£■ 
Amine  to  scare  animals  off  me  roan. 


find  a  safe  place 
j  GPoSS 


IIM  H  - 1 

stffiMMgfe 


front  bumper.  Animal  Alert  whistles  cost 
ES.59  for  a  pair.  Delivered  by  post  they 
come  with  fitting  instructions  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  one  tester,  who  bought  a  pair  after 
his  dog  was  run-down,  they're  so  effective 
that  he  hasn’t  hit  an  animal  in  eight  years. 

However,  following  calls  from  riders 
worried  about  Animal  Alert  startling  theur 
horses,  the  British  Horse  Society  carried  ; 
out  trials  at  speeds  from  35mph  to  bOmpn. 
They  say  they  failed  to  get  any  response, 
from  any  animal  and  reported  a  “nega¬ 
tive"  result 

The  British  Field  Sports  Society  also 
conducted  trials  and  failed  to  get  a 
reaction  from  horses  or  hounds, 
and  stated:  “Riders  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  these  devices.  It  would  appear  that 
they  have  absolutely  no  effect."  But 
during  both  tests  no-one  saw  any  hedge¬ 
hogs.  so  perhaps  the  whistles  were 
working.  ,  ,  . 

Squashed  hedgehogs  have  long  been 
the  butt  of  motoring  jokes.  The  British 
Hedgehog  Preservation  Society  wasn’t 
surprised  by  BMW’s  prank,  but  they 


fc °"iy .  niwiwiyir-n -  the  butt  of  motoring  jokes.  The  Bntisn 

SfigHs&fiSJ 

accidents  va*  -«■ ."«  “J  ^ 

gs  for  nearly  BPJ  f  ^  smrtle  animals  to  make  than  ran  off.  hedgehogs  in  a  £500,000  road 

Sng  nm-over  ********  lrs  not  a  lot  of  use  if  your  tads  want to  "gnlr  H  to  ,2-year  olds, 

dreds  of  thousands<rf  _ geno@s ^  ^  wildlife  from  rhe  The  characters  appear  on  television,  in 

up  flattened  of  the  other  farm  animals  being  cinemas  and  on  children’s  videos,  shcrw- 

r.  And  pickrng  , The  road  aren’t  spooked  by  the  whistles  ^  0  ^  a  ^  ^  and  “arrive 

i isn’t  much  fort  enner.  i  nc  manufacturers  say  they  don’t  in-  j  ,  t  ramnaion- 


r.  And  picking  ^ad  aren’t  spooked  by  me  t7™s  a  bus>- road  and  “arrive 

it  bumper  isn’t  much \va!L  because  the  m^u  faro  rers  say  ey  aj.-ve-  ^  ^  other  side.  Safety  campaign- 

April  Fbols  wh°  pb_  .Qn  before  work  at  speeds  tmder  35mph.  efg  ^mpiained  that  the  replacements  to 

line  for  more  mf  igreed  Per-  faster  speeds  are  they  design  ^  Green  cross  Code  man  and  Tufty  the 

Iday  on  extra  at  a  pitch  inaudfole  birds  and  Squirrel  had  no  road  sense  and  were  poor 

«  BMW  should  rethink  m  a  dog  whistle  -  sendtng  birds  an  q  Bul  since  when  have  squir- 


S  BMW 

SSfcrass 
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animals  scurrying  into  the  hedgerow. 

Attached  to  both  corners  of  the  cars 


suuniti  iiuu  - - - 1 - :  *  . 

role  models.  But  since  when  have  squir¬ 
rels  been  good  road-crossers? 


Hyundai  Cor  (UK)  Ltd.  St  J»hn  s  nwcfllcsAfa^  ohwci  ^  (tine  ol  gong  to  'Fiw  Pflftcf  avaiobte  In  tann  of  a  ctaque  lor  £500  DO  ironi  Bie  menulachKi  Caiafcfton 

^  ««***].  umn,  m«1  -rmumpaon  o!  3J  Ampg  flourin®  m*d  Cai*.  February  1W7)  and  an  aiwrwc  enrol  oJ  d  or 

tuasad  on  an  jwrage  6  mMft  Hyundai  Aatararitai,  bmnol  ol  Wuwakwn  wahiB  Oftw  avatebi*  le  privaie  buyer;  only  MO  mua  M  las!  n^rswaHJ  wtrpa 

**"  ™  -  I48ftS4  ^  Wund*fd  SSSS  Mo lJS  t.3  97  «1 31  5.97. 
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CAR  97 


BMW 


CORVETTE 
Convertible  1997. 
Delivery  mileage  only, 
not  yet  registered,  white, 
black  leather  interior, 
black  hood,  vctyjjngh 
spec,  sensible  otters. 
0181  368  1681(H) 
01818865737(0) 


mustang 

GT 

ConvW.DkgnMiuo 
n»C460wCD.  leather* 
all  oprioOB- 

nw«. 


nt— *  luoMi  0660 


AUDI  APPROVED 


Audi  at  Dovercourt 


Z3(x2) 


BATTERSEA 


QUATTRO 
TURBO 

20V 

90K  Whne/ful  p*T  Mv,  41k 
FSH.  1  eww.(w|*t 
£23,950 

01932  232035  (hV 
0101  941  9818  (**). 


2-6  Cabriolet 

MauiAOODber'te 
□art:  HueXraKc 
Euu  Iralhfr,  ampuw 
Alrjy  wh«fc  honed  seats 
Pom  hood. »*a™ 

CD  ailD  danger.  6am 
Sports  Beers*"*** 

Other  omOS^OO 
1*T.B«T»d«gh 

TshOIVI  5AS  M2S 

(Toa-mw  WOpra.n*»4rf) 


[Paying  over] 

£300 

to  insure 


Adanu  btaa  &  rod.  Both 
cars  have  the  faiovnng  *p«= 
Manual,  leather,  ah'  con, 
computer,  drrome.  Z  tor 
aOoys. 

0802  787701  (mobBe)/ 
0181  2908838 


Convertible.  Montreal 
blue,  black  leather,  round 
spoke  alloys,  dmnnepack, 
delivery  mileage.  POA. 

01794  368303  or 
0860  960837  Hants. 


Z3 

Ctemos  Hack.  met.  Z 
alloys,  hhr  int.  dwome 
spec,  stereo,  tracker, 
alarmed,  defivery  miles 

only,  offers. 

0370  696955. 


.  Bond  colours, 
every  poss  extra, 
delivery  mileage, 
offers  over 
£26,500- 
nisi  4424880. 


H  WUE«Bli.la»«»*n  ar  ailfc«d*U*M» 
M  LMlWlllllMmMiliMiMvfcril  TTT'“"~r 

ip  MunamNiHi  mi ni'u 


Dovercourt  Audi 


Franklin  GSSD 


We  require  tne  very  best 
high  spectfeation  AuGs. 
Plaase  tdephcna  Simon  Fennel 
lor  en  anthusresac  response. 

01483  272  451  . 
or  0836  52  55  52 

A  Sytnor  Company 


Franklin  Audi  ..  follow  the  stars. 

1 II w?  svi  rrp”  '1  il 


ravpaul  |  your  Audi? 

It’s  time 
you  had  the| 
Privilege. 


gtv 

TWIN  SPARK 
9ff.  Met  paint.  ESR. 
innmcslaie. 

£2(1500 
01280815673/ 
0976  84941U 


Wilson  Purres  Ltd 
THE  Mid-Supsex 
Alfa  Romeo  Dealer 
cm  Hbo  A  apacUBr 
AHh  MS  ft1  OH  *  VAT  pa 

aj£  ■  Mt  U  on  ♦  VAT  fa 
75.  » — ■  10  a  aw  *■  vat  fa 
MlSnM  10k  a0»  PA 

CdMMeaMW*"* 

hr»i|iiidVin 

*«0rftte»mAfc8aiwtar 

B»ma  MBwhahm 


^0113 
292  5555 


2^T  ^b.ssa  £6P  3.4  l.cT  ■ 

23T  n  6.500  I  06P  34  1.8  SE  «** 

ST  £17  250  95N  A4  1.6  AUTO  +* 

n9  ’50  i  97P  ^VmBRIOLET  *■»*»* 

371  £16.500  I  0511  2.6  E  CABRIOLET  3UT0  *  *  *  * 

5T  fpO  A  •  C€K  2.G  CAEBIOLfT  *  » 

...  At  2.6  SEfiUTO  **  '  »T  02. W  9ft  „ 

0402  6541 7! 

EASTER  SUNDAYTE^  Monday  cr.  words  OPEN  7  DAYS  SUNDAY  11 -x 

(  Q  1 J  0113  263  343 U^nercompa^ 


yj-l  *0  H-"'-  “ 

96M  A3  4.2  nuattjo  *»»** 

9611  2.6  E  COUPE 

95M  2.0  16V  COUPE  ** 

96H  A6  2.6  EST  AUTO  *  « 
95M  A6  2.5T01140EHP  ** 
94 M  A6  2.0  Sc  AUTO  EST  .* 
97?  A4  2.8  St  AVAST 
9CH  44  2.6  $£  AUTO  ** 


9T  £19.750 
7T  £10,560 
OT  £16,000 
1  GT  £15.500 
4T  £P.0.A. 
10T  £27,000 
9T  £25,500 
26T  £22.500 
OTAL  SPEC 


Northfield  Audi 

01666  5024/3 


2JB  Model 

Be  the  first  take  my  Aug  del. 
•  Your  spec. 

■  Oa  £3000 +■  1st 

0585  203406. 


Paying  over] 

£300 

to  insure 
jyour  BMW? 

It’s  time 
[you  had  the 
Privilege. 


92  J  Coape  20.  Lago  btoe. M-- - 

94  L  8019TT8  Saloon.  Black,  eftfr - 

93  LConpe  16  Saver,  eft/t.  Minn  - - - J1*”* 

94  L 100 18  quanto  Estate.  Emoald.  dih  — *  W 

95N  80 2.6SE  Saloon  A«o  Volcano - 

96  P  BO  16  EEsnie.  Laser - r  .  ;rr-grS 

95NA41.8SE  Stkwo.  Walnut  &*«.  Black  --£7.6*5 

93  L 100 18  Quamo  Eswe.  Ruby,  ecx - £ 

41 1  SICnope.  Laser  ted - -}!IS 

93  LCabtiokt  13.  Red.  atloy*-—-- - 1 J  J™ 

92  K  S2  Coupe.  Imfigo  Wue,«/sfr.  31k— —a'tjW 

London  Road,  Tetbury 

Gloucs  GL8  8HN  _ 


95N  A6 15  HR  M0  SEE*ar.  Silver,  ate. —£23^95 

96  N  A62J  TDI140  bhp  Esatt. 

anrirr.  alloys, - - ,  A* 

46  P  A6 15  TOl  SE  140  bhp  Saloon.  Ruby  ted.  tahet 
- - - — £34-W3 

97  p  A4  1.9  H>1  110  SE  Avam.  OwttL  Spons  smr 
watnn.  comp.  aDoys.  CD  affijchangei + more  -tP-O-A. 
97  P  A6  TDl  Quauro  Estate.  Ahnnimum.  exjc  n_Lw. 

removable  row  pack - - - 5’  °  ?' 

97  P  A4 1.8  SE,  Qmo.  PJEB_  RXJ - -CP-OA. 

97  P  Afi  1.8  SE  Estate.  Ming.  EC.C. - £P.O  A 

Audi  _ 


’S' 0113 
292  5555 


ALFA  ROMEO 


CALEDONIA.  SOUTHAMPTON  *  01 7'.;o  _i_CL^. 


AON  Aha  1B42JT«Sapw.  Titanium,  Sm.Atoys-^S^OS 

MM  AH*  1C4M  V8,  Blua,  Atann.  5  Spake  Alay*—- EMJMS 

9GP  AMn155  IJIT/Spartt  Mot  Plum.  Atann.  ADoy»~Et*,™® 

MU  Ata  15B2J0  TWIn  SpasfcAUa  Rad.  ABS - *M*> 

MU  ARa  145 1JH,  Black.  ABS.  Alarm.  PAS - »*» 


CALEDONIA.  WA3RINGTQN  »  01S2S 


D.  C.  COOK  MANCHESTER  «  0161  273  4411 


gyp  Alfa  Spfctor,  Motatt:  Ab»  - - P 

9GP  Alfa  164 10  Super  Luwo,P«tre1  Bue,  Laamw-CIWOO 

«7P  AH*  14S  ctovertewt,  ProfcoHad.  Swwat  SpqHw.-P4)^. 

MH  Alto  1461,  MeiaBe  Proteo  Red.  ABr^ra - — Efl£» 

94U  AS«  33 1.7  TuHano.  Dakar  Grey.  sm.  Aloys— 


ERIC  ASHMOL5  SWANSEA  ■  01752  794561 


HP  AMa  164 10  Super.  Genoa  Bbw.  Aloys.  Sfftari-n6^96 

gSP  AH,iM.U»«tlrtAfcR«tCaPA&«D0.-n^ 

BSN  /uh15SUVkAUH«tWoiaBa«ta.Moyi.fW.n3^B6 

MM  Alta  148 1J,  Alia  Red.  PAS.  FSH - »•**» 

ML  Alfa  33 1.71a,  WMfl,  PAS.  FSH—--  tlAW 


=VANS  HALS  HAW.  S.HEFRlELD  •  01  1 4  272  13?0_ 


“Only  an  Alla  Romeo  Auto  Export 
Dealer  can  offer  you  an  approved 
used  Alfa  Romeo  with  guaranteed 
peace  of  mind.  For  your  nearest 
Dealer  ring  0800  719000." 


♦  '2  :.'cr'.h'.‘.'L ♦n..'  A  A  Ccvf' 

♦'.•STCi':  .3-s 3=  Ji'-e;.-. 

♦25.  Point  Ov-rA.  ♦30  CIrv  Excr-SRC--  ^  «■ 
♦— i.j;1  Sorucs.  ♦Fv'.'.y  Volf.ec. 

HALLs’-VELL.  AMESSHAM  •  0U04  T22191 


MN  Altai  SB  10  twin  SperttOTver.  Mot*.  ABS.—  n2^#5 
967  AM  155  W 18*  Twin  Speak,  A8a  Red.  Aloy«-.C12*«S 

96P  AM  146L 1JB,  SUvet.  ABS.  B«MC  SuirooLC-OI^BS 

MNAM146LljBrABaRed.ABS - tS^OS 

OT.  AM  156 1J  TPrtn  Spetfc.  Mat  Dark  Green.  S/R.— E7.9P0 


M7  AJta<nVLBe»0,Ata 

fte-miaJS— rUi«eoAniB,ltalSrae n.Lae»wr-PUW 

MP  AM 184  za  Si0er  Luaao,  Alta  Red.  Um#ier— £1 W»6 
HP  M1SSUm^WCtaMdCWc»P-I1WS 
991  AM  145 1.S,  Boota  Green,  Atom  Alt  BAB— -W®5 


540i  Auto, 

1993 1.  n*. 

43,000  mflea  FCBMW1SH. 
Calrfwn  R«l>  Sflver/Grey 

leaifaer.iport.9eai.BMVr 

wnmaty,  air  on  fcW  ■ 

X -Spoke  alloy*.  Mulu  CD. 

BMW  alarm. 

£8*50- 

Tel:  0115  945  5452 


GSM  1 

Offers  over 

£10,000 

0171242  5303 


Man. 

im  61k  mk.rcH.  hoary 

faxed  a/c,  nwrtPte  abnw. 

£10J50 

0181  9S3  1429  aft. 
830pm/ 

0831  85 SI  99- 


23 

IMMEDIATE  DBJVBRY 
■  Jtodwidi  Bbdt  leather,  moit 
-eons. 

£30,000. 

0973 174648  Andy 


Z3  AUTO 

BWt  beige  kadMr.  Z  wbeeis. 

honed  drarmnare 

£29,500ono. 
Tel.  01737  219955 
or  0181  949  7620 


Evolution  2 

1888. 36.000  mites. 
FBMWSH.  rad  priaftto 
condhloaallpnivtaus 
MoTsOHerory- 
£14.750. 

Eve  0161 761 3412 
Pay  0966  257988 


JAGUAR 

XK140 

DHCV55.  ted.  tan 
interior.  MoT.  vgc. 
£35.000onO- 

Tel. 

0171  221  3768 


EASIER  SUNIiAY  TEL:  CJ2 

c;*iH  HjLIAY.'Snin:'  C'r.VAaic 
G1EQS23SS 


JAGUAR  240 

MkIL  1967  Saloon 
coupe.  MOD.  mnnac 
cond,  old  English  while. 
Red  testter.  CWW.  s/r, 
SS  exhaust  72k.  all 
original.  FSH. 
£9^50ooo. 

TeL  01 16  27 1  6408 


ETYPE 

smvi2 

FHC1973 

nmuxL  Gi«>  smd.  42k.  «aal 
cond. 

£12,000  ono 
Chdteidiaai  01242 
522826  (eves). 


mondeo 

GbwEstTD.8/96.mel 
red,  8500  mis.  n/c.  ESR, 
alloys.  1  owner,  inunac 
ennd,  3  momh  wtwy. 

£13.195. 

01925  721053. 


IfTVUlKW 


heritage 

Softail  Nostalgia  FLSTN. 
1993, 1  ofl2  in  coonby. 
MKk/whiie.  as  new.  1200 
miles  only.  £I5J908. 

01223  812296 

or  0836  211210 


PLATTS.  S-C<s-C:<-R£V  -017D2  503000 


SEG  VAR0Y.  LEICESTER  .01ist853  SBU; 


MN  AM  GTV,  Alta  Red.  Swvool - - 

94M  AKe  164  3X  Super  Lnaeo  Auto - 

MP  AM  155 14  TS.UetUlc  Northern  Btaa- 

MN  AM  155 14  TS,  M*aBo  Phm.  Siavool. 
MP  AM  146 14L,  Red.  Smiwl - ■■ 


jORDtliS.  HULL  •  01432  22250C 


MP  AM  GTV  24  T8  Uwso,  Mat  SBvw,  As  Con - P.ttA. 

VBP  AM  155  24)  16v  TB,  Met  Rad.  SIB.  fVSpo»or.-E15,4M 

MP  AM  i«i4L.Red.  SIR,  Homo  Aloys.  Atom.  ABS.  El  24» 
MN  Alta  148 14.  ABa  Red.  ASag.  Ramolo  LncWnB-XlO^M 

ML  /Ufa  164  24  TISpi*  Soper.  Had.  Sm.ABoys.  ABS- C0.9M 


MASSHALLS.  PETcnBORO  UGH -  01733  653033 


WILSON  PURVES.  HORSHAM  *01403  221302 


MN  AM  164  84  Super  IM4  «aclc. 

MN  AM  1480  2J),  Mel  Gray.  Ab  CoreStW*iB - C14,<9S 

MH  AM  164  34  V6  Supvr  Lneen,  Bttek,  Air  Con—  E13^05 

9SU  AM  146 1.7 16v.  MetaBe  Green.  Sonrod— . Cl*W»s 

MU  AM  164  Z4Sup«f,  SAW,  SIR.  ASnys - 194*5 


YORK  CASS.  YORK  *  01 204  527709 

mrm 


Sw 

V 

Ss, 


MERCEDES 

230SLMan. 

1963,  English  wUte.  new 
blnellbrinL 

alarm/immob.  excel  cond. 
£12,000 
01819049528. 


328  GTS 

1987E.RoPQ/t»n.  10k  mh. 
fiM.  knmaiitoe.  OHM  »nn. 
CD. 

£42.995 
01753859290 
No  canvasser*. 


FERRARI 

AUTHORISED 


Roadster,  red  39 
miles,  best  offer 
over  £25,000. 

Secures. 
01235  848660. 


ARE  vim  bBjtaB  OV  wHUtofl 
CenozL  so  am  I  100%  Off 

SS!oini»«  Wctoirt  too*  « 

SOHStOM  of 

01625  S22M2  Man  -  M. 


Lancaster 


348  SPIDER 

LHD.  93L.  Rosso  /  Nero. 
FFSH.  Pristine.  5k  mis. 

£514*0 

01712659143. 


approved 
USED  CARS 


Z3 

ROADSTER 

Roam  Green.  Tm  leatfter 
ZoaraUafv 
Grad  tinted  windscreen 
Conquer.  Sweo 
bmanBatedcSveiy. 
£25458. 

T«fc  #1254  774404 


lnmnnern  delivery,  as  yel 
tmrcgiaeJTd.  supexh  spec, 
for  more  details,  ring 

0860  314617 

gamine  private  sale. 


Contact  Sieve  Coekctt 
or  Steve  Hu:n 

01206  855500 


TESTAROSSA 

91H  Btadc/bbdc  hide.  21k 
mis.  service  history.  - 
immaculate. 

£56.950 

01621  828169  (Essex). 


TESTAROSSA 

1992  K-  Rosso/crem*. 
adarm.  tracker.  CD.  FSH, 
11k.  immaculate. 


01932  232035  < ft)/ 0181 
941  9818(e). 


CIVIC  1.5  LSI. 

Auto,  3  door,  N  reg,  rod, 
7,000  ndes 

£10,900 

0171 602  2027  home  or 
0181  569  9252  office 


THE ALL  NEW 
HONDA 
CR-V(4x4) 

ctchunefyfrtmEmrolB* 
(high  tpecffiaakmt 

pr£t  am- £19.095 
fJdtvny  mileage] 

HONDA  INTEGRA  ZX 

price  OTX:  £12.795 

{delivery  mileage I 

01923  227122 

0410980220 

euroljnk 

lar/MBtdmAmotariCjrirepOee^ 


MN  Howto  NSX  T  M eaul  ■#! 


NSX 

Manual  93L 

Seixtegslwr.  12,000  mSfB.  1 
ovmar.  FSK  as  now,  vWTW«» 
151999. 

£44,500. 

0116261  0101  (W) 
0116  276  6890(H) 


LANCASTERS  ARE  BEST 

BUYERS  FOR  YOUR 
FERRARI  £2, 000, 000  to 
spend.  1987-97  CALL 

Richard  Brsmvisil  QS31  7319  /  9 


FERRARI  WANTED 


111*  1 

V  Mill 

1  j  i  1  1 

SKSF"”'?! 
SESSf”™™®" 

S5SS.“SI“E"%. 


tor  :i  comgleti!  l-it  Dy  li*  Open  Dji*  HoUAay  N^^xLny 
1  1  1  1  9.30  am-340  pm 

V.-C  HAVE  M0VCDT0:  52-9=  CntAT  NORTH  ROAD.  IQNPQH  N- 


Oxford  Green  with  Light 
Silver  Grey  Leather, 
Sport  Kit,  Air 
Conditioning,  BMW 
Stereo  System. 
2,500  miles 


W.  01865  319000 
sun/Evm:  0850  55^16 


BMW 


318Ti  COMP 

PlCglWjtiOB 

Automatic 
Metallic  Blue 
Electric  sunrooC.  top. 
Rear  vpoilier.  alloy*,  atom 
9400  miles. 
£17.995. 

Tel:  01344484466(0) 
01734464650th) 


J  r^!9l)  cherished 
conditioa,  metallic  laser 
btue,  whh  Schtntzer  alloy 
wheels,  45JXX)  mile*. 

E2LOOQ- 

01223  837783(0) 
83490001) 


M3 


Coupe  95M  Daytona 
violet  Cream  Iftf. 
23,000  miles  FSH 
.  £29.750. 

Tel:  01474  873663. 


3281  cabriolet 

Bright  Red.  Black  leather 
Hewed  sport*  sa» 

*  steerine  “bed 
Aireon.  phH  Ln  pack 

■  Sony  10  CD 
Only  3  weeks  old 

UawaniBdgiB. 

£33.750. 

Teljfiil  132  390982(0) 


1987 

32 5i  auto  convex  whit^Wa* 

Ww.49fl00fn'mocox«*. 

Private  plaw- 
C7000. 

01978  351  555. 


318i  i 

auto  convertible,  K  t*8 
93.34K.wbitt,M^ 
bood,EW^AS.FMS&- 
Dcwtyxes- Just  serviced- 

£13,995. 

01494522849- 


^  I 


?  £ 
|  ? 
:  1 
? ; 
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CAR  37 


l 


Seat  sells  out  to  girl  power 


MICHAEL  POWELL 


tt 


Model  driven  Jo- Arm  B reckon,  a  former  Miss  London,  races  in  the  Fiesta  Challenge  and  is  part  of  the  team  teaching  potential  Seat  buyers  how  to  drive  on  racetracks 

Demonstration  drives  with  a  difference:  a  specially 


picked  team  of  top  women  racers  is  touring  Britain’s 
tracks  to  show  off  Spanish  cars,  reports  Iiz  Turner 


The  eyes  beneath  the 
crash  helmet  were 
smiling,  almost  kind¬ 
ly.  Yet  they  belonged 
to  a  monster  who  could  throw 
a  tin}'  car  around  a  race  or 
rally  circuit  like  a  woman 
possessed. 

Barbara  Armstrong.  World 
Formula  Two  rally  champion 
in  Seat'S  Ibiza  Cupra  Sport  2.0 
I6v  rally  car,  knows  when  to 
bark  —  and  when  to  bite. 

For  she  is  one  of  a  bevy  of 
star  female  drivers  gathered 
by  the  Spanish  carmaker  for  a 
six-month  tour  of  Britain, 
teaching  the  public  to  drive  on 
the  track  and  offering  a  taste  of 
rally  driving. 

All  were  gathered  by  the 
energetic  Heather  MrAlpIne, 
possibly  the  best-known  Brit¬ 
ish  fast  female  who  has  won 
trophies  for  truck  racing  and 
the  fiesta  Challenge,  among 
many  others. 

The  girls  throwing  the  men 
around,  on  the  tarmac  include 
petite  Amanda  Whitaker,  bet¬ 
ter  known  for  her  prowess  in 
single-seater  Formula  Vaux- 
hall,  Andrea  Hall,  who  won 
the  Ladies’  RAC  Cup  in  19%. 
and  Barbara  Babbage,  who 
began  racing  at  14  and  build¬ 
ing  engines  at  16.  and  went  on 
to  become  the  first  woman  to 
win  a  round  of  the  British 
Touring  Car  Championships. 

Former  beauty  queen  Jo- 
Ann  Bretkon  has  proved  a 
formidable  opponent  in  the 
Fiesta  Challenge.  She  says:  “I 
was  Miss; London  when  I  was 
asked  to  t^ke  a  celebrity  drive 


in  a  Fiesta,  raising  money  for 
the  Cancer  Trust  WOMAC, 
and  I  found  I  was  hooked.” 
Her  goal  now'  is  to  get  into 
BTCC,  the  motorsport  with 
probably  most  contact  bar 
figure-of-eight  banger  racing. 

So  how  do  men  react  to 
being  advised,  cajoled  or  bel¬ 
lowed  at  for  braking  too  early 
or  being  rough  with  the  clutch 
by  young  and  pretty  women. 
“Most  men  find  it  easier  to 
take  criticism  from  a  woman." 
says  my  instructor,  Natalie 
Barren.  “They  don’t  have  to 
feel  competitive  with  us." 

“Some  get  a  bit  grumpy." 
says  Jo-Ann.  “They  don’t  like 
being  told  what  to  do  by  a 
woman,  but  most  are  fine." 

Indeed  most  of  the  men 
seemed  to  be  thoroughly  en¬ 
joying  both  themselves  and 
the  scenery.  Being  taken 
around  at  speed  by  Barbara 
Babbage  has  rattled  a  few 
fillings,  but  no-one  has  been 
travel-sick  yet. 

“So  how  come  you  like 
cars?"  one  of  the  chaps  asks 
bluntly  at  lunch,  interrupting 
a  conversation  between  the 
instructors  of  their  worst 
crashes,  spins  and  offs. 

“I  don’t  think  it’s  strange  to 
like  cars,”  says  Nazal/e;  “1 
think  it’s  normal.  1  was  at 
university  when  I  decided  I 
wanted  to  have  a  go,  so  I  went 
to  Si/verstone  and  took  a 
racing  course." 

“It’s  die  adrenaline  rush 
that  gets  you."  says  Jo-Ann. 
“It’s  addictive."  Suzie  Hart- 
Banks  who  has  taken  the 


chequered  flag  in  a  Ginetta 
G27.  an  MGB  CVS  and  lOOcc 
karts,  also  admits  that  she  gets 
a  kick  out  of  beating  men  on 
the  racetrack. 

Among  the  other  competi¬ 
tors.  most  of  the  w  omen  agree 
that  the  younger  men  treat 
them  as  equals,  but  the  older 
drivers  can  be  patronising. 
They  call  you  Pet.  or  Love.  I 
hate  that,"  says  Natalie. 


G 


ettrng  a  good  car 
can  be  difficult, 
because  these 
women  have  to  per¬ 
suade  the  sponsors  or  manu¬ 
facturers  that  they  are  the  very 
best  driver  available  --  and  a 
man  will  very  often  get  that 
precious  seal 

“Women  have  to  be  more 
determined  than  the  men." 
says  Heather  Bailie.  "I  abso¬ 
lutely  reject  the  idea  of  a 
women’s  series  because  these 
girls  want  to  be  taken  serious¬ 
ly  and  treated  equally.  I  got 
into  n  through  my  dad  and  he 
was  pleased  his  little  girl 
wanted  a  go.  He  never  pushed 
me.  but  he  was  always  there 
for  me." 

Just  like  the  men.  all  these 
girls  work  out.  run.  swim  and 
do  aerobics  at  least  three  rimes 
a  week  to  stay  fit  and  strong. 
They  know  ’they're  unlikely 
ever  to  face  rite  likes  of 
Michael  Schumacher  or 
David  Coulthard  on  the  FI 
track,  because  at  the  very  top 
level,  strength  is  an  issue  and 
a  man  wiU  always  have  an 
advantage,  but  they’re  going 


ALMOST  CONVINCED 


End  of  the 
road  for  one 
sexistentialisl 


World  Formula  Two  rally  champion  Barbara  Armstrong  prepares  to  do  her  stuff 


Helene  Gwynne  is¬ 
sued  her  orders  as 
we  approached 
one  of  Brands  Hatch's 
more  difficult  comers: 
“Third  gear  —  start  turning 
in  now!"  writes  Stuart 
Birch . 

1  did  as  1  was  told.  There 
is  no  arguing  with  people 
like  Helene  —  nor  with 
Amanda  or  Jane.  Their 
conversation  came  in  stac¬ 
cato  bursts,  like  a  well- 
mannered  machine  gun: 
“Drift  to  the  left  drive  to  the 
right  take  third,  brake  in  a 
straight  line,  straight  ahead 
now,  look  for  the  cone  on  a 

late  apex.  Very  _ 

smooth. 

Lovely." 

But  hang  on  a 
minute.  I’m  a 
bloke  and  I’ve 
been  driving  for 
years.  I  might 
have  even  made 
the  occasional 
joke  about 
women  drivers 
and  now  bere  l 
am  on  one  of  the  ” 
world’s  most  famous  race 
tracks  being  told  what  to  do 
by . . .  women. 

The  big  problem  is  that  if 
1  am  entirely  honest  this 
trio,  each  of  whom  took  it  in 
turns  to  show  me  the  quick¬ 
est  safest  least  dramatic 
way  around  the  circuit 
knew  what  they  were  talk¬ 
ing  about  In  fad  —  and  1 
hardly  know  how  to  phrase 
this  —  they  seemed  not  (n  be 
merely  competent  but  to  be 
positively  talented  at  the  ait 
of  wheel  twirling.  1  said  so 
and  got  a  verbal  “nuking": 
“No.  we  don’t  twirl  it’s  all 
about  smoothness.” 

Chastened.  I  kepi  quiet 
Next  they  would  be  telling 
me  they  could  even  reverse 
a  car  —  not  something  for 
which  women  drivers  are 
renowned. 

Anyway,  1  knew  a  thing 
or  two  about  these  ace 
drivers  who  spend  much  of 
their  time  hurtling  around 
tracks  and  rally  stages. 
Helene  also  does  some 
photographic  modelling, 
Jane  some  nanny  work, 
and  Amanda  is  employed 
in  an  accounts  office:  So 
perhaps  they  really  were 
only  pretending  to  be  rac¬ 
ing  drivers  after  all. 
Weren’t  they? 

After  many  laps  being 


They  are 
talented  in 
the  art  of 
wheel 
twirling 


driven,  and  then  instpicte 
by  these  women  drivers, 
realised  dial  they  definite 
were  not  pretending:  th> 
were  professionals.  IV 
progress  around  the  ra 
track  was  being  analyst 
and  criticised  with  pi 
tision. 

Smoothness,  safely,  ax 
responsibility  rather  tin 
sheer  speed  are  the  to 
points  of  tiie  team’s  a 
vanced  driving  instructio 
But  for  me  there  was  to  I 
mom  Barbara  Babbage  I 
worked  in  a  Luton  bank  f 
13  years  to  pay  for  n 
racing")  also  teaches  tl 

_  science  of  mot- 

racing.  Barba 
took  me  rour 
Brands  in 
240bhp  seve 
speed  Cupi 
Sport  2-litre  Se 
Toledo.  Tl 
words:  “Bral 
now!"  kept  La 
ing  over  n 
brain.  After  se 
eral  wfairlir 
laps,  1  emerge 
car.  thorough 
and  —  yes 


from  the 
impressed 
reluctantly  willing  to  ador 
that  women  drivers  a 
wonderful 


S 


eat,  though,  decide 
to  hammer  home  tl 
lesson,  and  works  n 
ly  driver.  Barbara  An 
strong,  then  gave  me  tl 
treatment  on  a  simulate 
stage  in  the  Ibiza  she  hi 
driven  in  the  RAC  Rail 
“Are  you  comfortable?."  si 
asked,  as  I  strapped  in 
her  noisy,  dusty,  raucoi 
machine.  Of  course  I  wasr 
comfortable  —  but  we  we 
off,  stones  hammerir 
against  the  Ibiza's  undt 
side,  the  car  sliding  rigl 
left,  right,  at  daft  speed; 
trees  moving  towards  tl 
windscreen,  comers  a 
preaching  at  impossible  a 
gles.  At  the  end  of  it 
struggled  from  the  ca 
vowing  never  again 
think,  or  say.  anything  rut 
about  women  drivers. 

Later,  as  1  drove  sedate 
from  die  track  in  a  Se 
Cordoba  SXE,  my  bra 
cooled  by  its  air  conditio^ 
ing.  a  simple;  comfortin 
fact  occurred  to  me,  and 
broke  that  promise.  It's  Ol 
chaps  —  none  of  diet 
reversed. 


to  get  as  high  on  the 
motorsport  grid  as  they  can. 

Rallying  is  one  area  where 
women  often  excel  —  in  fact 
Michele  Mouton  was  within  a 
whisker  of  winning  the  World 
Championship  in  1982.  This 
year  the  bottle  is  hotting  up 
between  Barbara  Armstrong 
and  the  fabulous  Simmonite 
Sisters.  Watch  out  too,  for 
Natalie  skidding  sideways 
through  the  forests,  as  she’s 
just  come  off  the  tarmac  and 
has  taken  to  gravel  tike  she 
was  bom  to  it. 

Jonathan  Zammett,  public 


relations  manager  for  Seat 
UK.  admits  that  the  tour  aims 
to  get  people  to  sit  in  his  cars 
and  think  about  buying  one. 
He  says:  Test  drives  are 
important,  and  people  will 
remember  it  more  if  they’re  on 
a  track.  It’s  a  very  rare 
opportunity  to  drive  on  a  race 
circuit  and  there’s  less  resis¬ 
tance.  less  machismo,  if  the 
teacher’s  a  woman. 

If  you  would  like  to  I  earn 
from  Sears  A -Team,  call  the 
24-hour  Hotline  on  0500 
222222  as  soon  as  possible, 
because  places  are  limited. 


One  of  the  team's  240bhp  seven-speed  Cupra  Sport  2-litre  Toledo  demonstrator^ 


q: 


Jeepster  hankers  for  a  Mustang  salh 


^^^^J*^^^8Fo^Mustan^dtyhisfamflydo""see  the  attraction 


You  would  expect  to  hear 
the  man  who  is  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  Chrysler 
Jeep  Imports  enthusing  about 
American  cars.  But  when  he 
waxes  lyrical  about  his  metal¬ 
lic  green  V8  dream  machine,  it 
is  not  what  you  think. 

As  a  teenager  growing  up  in 
J960s  Lancashire.  Richard 
Mackay  espoused  the  Ameri¬ 
can  dream  through  a  fondness 
for  Stateside  rock'n'roll  and  a 
fascination  with  V8  muscle 
cars  like  the  Ford  Mustang. 

But  now  that  he  owns  one, 
deliberately  choosing  a  31- 
year-old  four-seater  to  enable 
him  to  share  a  bit  of  Califor- 
nia-style  fresh  air  motoring 
with  his  family,  his  two  teen- 
aged  children  rarely  want  to 
travel  in  it. 

So  Mackay.  whose  motor 
industry  career  has  included 
spells  with  Renault,  Daihatsu 
and  Alfa  Romeo  before  mas¬ 
terminding  die  launch  of  Jeep 
on  the  British  market,  enjoys 
the  Mustang  on  lone  outings 
of  nostalgic  escapism. 

How  did  yon  first  learn  to 

drive? 

My  driving  life  began  in 
Leeds.  The  first  first  car  that  I 


Chrysler  Jeep  Imports  boss  Richard  Mackay  tells 
Sue  Baker  of  his  passion  for  1960s  American  icons 


owned  that  worked  was  a 
Singer  4AB  Roadster.  Much  1 
shared  with  a  mate.  It  was 
always  on  L-plates  as  we  both 
had  provisional  licences  and 
only  drove  it  when  accompa¬ 
nied  by  foti-tioence  holders, 
preferably  girlfriends.  BSM 
came  to  the  rescue  and  I 
actually  passed  my  test  on  a 
Mkl  Cortina. 

What  was  the  first  ear  yon 
owned? 

The  Singer,  which  was  bought 
for  £15  and  if  memory  serves 
me  right,  sold  for  £20.  It  was  a 
bright  red.  four-seater  convert¬ 
ible  and  the  windscreen  used 
to  fold  flat.  I  loved  it 

What  car  do  yon  drive  now, 
and  why? 

The  Jeep  Grand  Cherokee  V8. 
Although  it  goes  with  the  job.  / 
love  the  car  —  it's  very  smooth, 
very  powerful  and  with  loads 
of  image. 

What  is  your  most  hated  car? 


STEERING  COLUMN 


i  don’t  think  I’ve  ever  hated 
any  car.  Tliey  have  been  my 
livelihood  and  passion  for  too 
long. 

What  is  your  dream  car? 

A  Ferrari  275  GTB4.  I  cant 
possibly  afford  one.  but  to  me 
it’s  the  ultimate.  Tremendous 
looks,  tremendous  perfor¬ 
mance.  ail  with  a  wonderful 
badge. 

What  is  your  worst  habit  in 
die  car? 

Shouting  on  my  hands-free 
car  telephone  brcause  1  don’t 
think  people  can  hear  me 
properly  —  this  is  my  secre¬ 
tary’s  view  as  well. 

Wh at  infuriates  you  most 
about  other  drivers? 

It  maddens  me  when  other 
drivers  don’t  adequately  indi- 
cate  their  intentions  and  also 


when  anybody  throws  rubbish 
out  of  a  car. 

What  is  the  most  unusual 
thing  you  have  ever  done  in 
your  car? 

I  drove  a  Triumph  Herald  into 
and  through  the  door  of  the 
service  manager's  office  in  a 
garage  where  1  worked  when  1 
was  much  younger.  1  hit  the 
wrong  pedal.  The  event  caused 
a  great  deal  of  noise,  dust  and 
confusion.  Worst  of  all,  the 
owner  was  sitting  inside  the 
office  at  the  time  and  was  not 
amused. 

Have  you  ever  had  points  on 
pur  licence? 

Six  points,  for  speeding,  but 
it’s  all  dear  now. 

What  do  you  listen  to  in  your 

car? 

Really  good  rock’nYoli  music. 
Particular  favourites  are  Little 
Richard.  Chuck  Berry  and 
Status  Quo. 


If  you  were  the  Secretary  j 
State  for  Transport.  whaG 
the  first  tiring  you  would  • 

I  would  pass  Draconian  n 
sures  punishing  all  vehi_ 
that  produce  appalling  er; 
sions  and  1  would  also  in: ! 
on  immediate  attention  be.' 
brought  to  bear  to  finish  • 
roadworks  currently  be 
performed  on  the  M23/f 
junction  north  of  Gatv 

airport. 

What  is  your  favourite  caij  | 
advertisement?  5* 

The  Neon  television  advert !  - 
mem  because  h  was  our  1  •_ 
and  because  it  worked 
brilliantly  that  we  actually  1 
to  stop  advertising. 

How  and  why  did  yon  bir 
your  Ford  Mustang? 

1  bought  the  Mustang  ■ 
American  Independence  c  i. 
1989.  I  love  the  colour, 

shape  and  the  noise,  and  o 

hate  the  fact  that  l  don’t  ge 
use  it  more.  Its  a  mets 
green  convertible  model  wii 
ziu  brake  horsepower  VS 
gine.  automatic  gearbox,  a 
er  steering  and  power  hoc* 
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SATURDAY  APRIL  5  1997 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


JAGUAR  APPROVED 

To  gain  our  ‘seal  of  approval'  all  used  cars  must  first  pass  a  120  point 
mechanical  Inspection.  Only  then  are  they  jaguar  Approved. 

•  12  months  mechanical  insurance  (Optional  24  Months) 
o  Extended  warranty  available  •  fiill  RAC  membership. 

•  Flexible  finance  packages  available  ^ 

Please  ask  for  a  test  drive.  JAGU, 


Lancaster 
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J.  JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 


XKI  Crw<itflil*i  apttftraUoa  ot 
Dtnur  choice,  daUverv  Md«  Marl 
Off«*  CmU  0*A8-0&317j.  T 


XKB  Coupe  or  CamwttUa 
Beqnlrad.  01387  2B3841 


95N 


3-2  sport  auto,  BRG. 
cream  lthr,  cruise,  a/c. 
Full  spec.  7K. 
£29,750. 

01159  787073. 


XJ12 

New  shape,  pristine  amduioo. 
many  extras.  94  M.  Low 
mileage.  Jaguar  3  year 
100.000  mile  wnmij'.  Met 
steel  cream  htar 
£29,995. 

01189770911. 


XKI  50 
3.8 

DHC  HOD  SE 

I960.  indigo  Hoc.  A1  candhfcn. 
mpmitim  rrrTnnrtnn  ITWr 
a6JN0  one 
Ring  01405  862853/ 
0860  74381  &. 


XK8 

Conv  Feb  '97  3,000  mfles 
TUarrium,  Sports  &  Cold 
Climate  Pack.  CD.  CVC. 
18”  Alloys,  Tracker 
and  ini  N&  plate. 
£62400. 

Tel:  01279  812130 


"  STUNNING  " 

x* 

3.2 

Sport  Auto 
95  (N).  turquoise/ lthr.  3  yr 
wrnty,  many  extras,  1 
owner,  14k,  FSH. 

£29,950 
01625  828613. 
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LAMBORGHINI 


COUNTACH 

ANNIVERSARY 

90G.  Black,  cream  hhr, 
sports  exhaust.  F5H. 

1 8.000km- 
£52,500 

(o>  0171  327  3392/  (h) 
0181  429  4916. 


LEFT  HAND  DRIVE 


MIDLAND  LEFT 
HAND  DRIVE 


MI  01543  414.: 


FERRARI 


CAR  CLUB  &  SELF-DRIVE  HIRE 

TTie  Ultimate  Ride  from  only  £ 99 1 


CONTRACT  HIRE 
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Simply 
The  Best 

DEALS! 

LOOK  AT  THESE!!! 


FMTGNQUECENTO 1J  SPORTING . 
CITROEN  SAXO  1 J1 X.  5  Door 


-£15322 


£176.74 


VI  i  WJU1  umw  ioi  #»,  -F  uwi  . . . ZZ’iT'- 

YAUXHALL  ASTRA  1.4  EXPRESSION,  5  Door - C1156 

nWV.MMt>  rkAnni  I  I  «  9  PTlAimR  C  n«A.  niQ  Oil 


TOYOTA  COROLLA  13  SP0RT1F,  5  Door 
FIAT  BRAVA  1.4  SX. 


_ £218.88 

£244.19 


TOYOTA  CARINA  l^e  S0LAIR.  5  Door  - - Q58.» 

RENAULT  LAGUNA  13  RX  Air  Con,  Sunroof - £27156 

CITROEN  XANTIA  LS  LX - E77JW 

FORD  M0NDE0  l.ffi  LX  Air  Con - £304.78 

HONDA  ACCORD  10  Si - - - QU-M 


VW  GOLF  U  2  Door  Cabriolet - 

AUDI  A3 15  SPORT - 

ROVER  620  SDi,  Stmroot - 


_ £336.82 

£338.72 


FORD  PROBE  2  J)  16? _ 

VW  GOLF  25  VR6, 3  Door 


.£34436 

J34&53 


TOYOTA  CAMRY23L  4  Door. 


SAAB  900  2.0  S,  1  Door  Cotwotible  _ 
ALFA  ROMEO  20 164 SUPER  LUSS0 
AUDI  A8  25  AUTO. 


J375.46 
-£376.68 
„  £42857 
—£428-71 
-178559 


36  MONTHS,  60,000  MILES  WITH  FULL 
MAINTENANCE  -  PAY  PLAN  3  +  33 
EVERY  MAKE  AND  MODEL  SUPPLIED 

FREE  NATIONAL  DELIVERY! 

SALE  &  LEASEBACK  SPECIALISTS 

fiiuinen  U sen  Only,  subject  to  status- 

ms 


Evans  Halshaw 


OPENING  TIMES 

_ _ _  Mon-Rfi 

Fax:  0121  625  0126  cw*cgx*»« 


Tel:  0121  717  7333 


Contract  Hire 
Finance  Lease 
Persona!  Contracts 
Hire  Purchase 


Direct  Rentals 


ISHORTAMHONG  TERM  COMMCTSPICMUSB 


ANY  MAKE.  MODEL,  MILEAGE  OP  PPOFILE  QUOTED 
BUSINESS  USEES  ONLY  -  VOUff  CAP  FUPCHASSD  TOR  CASH  , 


PRC-NEW  VEHICLE 
CLEARANCE 


ALL  VEHICLES 
MUST  60! 

QOHTeACr  HIM  -  ALL  DEALS  3  X  35  10K  HA.  NON-MAMT 


KEEP  YOUR  COOL? 


Limited  offer  on  Xonttea  whSe  stocks  last 
Check  out  die  best  priced  afreon  vehicle  aroumfl 


'96  P  LACUNA  2.0  RT 
'96  P  M0NDE0  1.8  LX 

From  0-..V  £43  r:s  WEEK 


^  ly-Pv/N/S. 


'96  P  CITROEN  ZX 

Pe'rci  Dip'ei  -  Rtc-C:  her. 

£35  PER  WEEK 


WHRANGt  ™ COMMERCIALS  AVAILABLE 


AS  PM  IB  IBUf  8FW«»W»r  ■ 

WEgsssSSSSS^fSS9^ 


Tel:  01902  353393 

Fox:  0T  902  3537  50 


BMW  3  Series  from  — : . £229  pem 

BMW  3181  S  Coupe.  M/Paint.  S/R  ....£290  pem 

BMW  528i  SE . -£466  pem 

Rat  Bravo  1.8  HLX,  M/Paint,  A/C. — £260  pem 

Honda  Accord  2.0  ES  Coup6 . £299  pem 

Jeep  Cherokee  2.5  Sport . ^.•..’?../€279  pKra  J 

Mercedes  Benz  C1S0  Classic.'. . S2 79-pcm 

Mercedes  Benz  C230  Sport . X408'pcm 

Mercedes  Benz  £200  EleEpncDAK®  -£412  pen. 
Mitsubishi  Shegwi  2.S  TO  QfcX  3i»f ..^70  pent 
Peugeot  4064rawj.:wt.t«Ift»i  .rn.  Jgjffiicm., 
Renault  Luuna.^R.AN  Sdwnt.ijw.£lw' pem 
Renault  LegUrt#  -Erferte  from . .V... £222" pem- 
Rover  6 0 0. --£25C  pcm 
VW  Golf  GTi 1 99  pem 

Fax:  01473219672 


O  01473  221288/99 


S 


SPECIALISTS  IH: 
CONTRACT  HUE 
UEASE  PURCHASE 
HIRE  PURCHASE 

mmmnMTBuukaaamoasimmauuy-  REEJMUU&MBiT 

-KOBOrUMGaHI 


PLATINUM 


STOP  &  LOOK 


BAtW  840  a  SPORT 
MMOMHVWKKAjnXLUmT  j 
ROM  E8BA38  +  VW 


DMSaCftSH  »  DEBT 


—  BMW  -I 

w£272\ 

■  mbicbdbsI 

[w£319 

\w£269 

H  1R0V3  - 

\m£530 


•UD5SE  — 

38  £239 \ 

SOBtt— 

w£236\ 

-St NBKC 

SB  £270 

—  BAUUff — 

w£320 


se£569\ 

— TVR - 

ss£673\ 

-JAGUAR  X16 - 

\9ff£585 

-  V  OASS  — 

\m 635 


I  sb£134 

ntssxr  - 

m£249 

sumo— 

m£254 

—-U6UNA-- 

r£239 


SSBbTw^S  SmS  Smub  mmi 


FOH  IN  rO^Pt' ATI  ON  £  OUOTLS 

TEL:  (0S00)  07  33  t23  v  •  : 

THE  CONTRACT  HIRE  AND  LEASING  SPECIALISTS 


ALL  ELECTRIC 
CONTRACT  HIRE 

...BATTERIES  INCLUDED! 


P  REGISTERED  EXECUTIVE  CARS  (NO  MILEAGE) 
IMMEDIATE  flKUVKftY  r.PAKANTCTD 

BUT  3VI5 

Raver  3201,  Red.- - - 812,918  --S 284.01 

Rover  8201.  Grey... _ _ _ 812.531  ..8276.99 

Rover  S20L  Blue - 812,249  --S267.40 

Rover  820L  Green - - - 812.531  .J8276.99 

Rover  8201,  Bed . . . . -81Z.S3I  ..£276-99 

3TRS 

- -8332-45 

— -848930 

- 8526.50 

- 8485.53 

- 8248.41 

8537.22 


NEW  Andl  A4  1.8  Saloon  . . 

NE4F  Grand  Cherokee  Laredo  - - 

NEW  Rover  MGF  1411 


NEW  Mere  C  Class  Elec  Anto - 

NEW  VW  GOIT  2-0  GTi  - 

NEW  Saab  900  S  Coupe - - - 

NEW  Suzuki  Ylcara  JX  Estate - 

NEW  XanUft  1*1  IX  EM,  AAI _ 


- .....-£274.18 

. . -8285.07 

FULL  MAINTENANCE  INCLUDED 

ON  ALL  THE  ABOVE  VEHICLES 

triune  t»MM*—itfUB.tal9'iTiHVHia*M<rjMb««dlra. 

An— fMhyqfCrfM— *M  nli«  inii.flHnOfc>toi 

Edk  to  Paul  JacJcson  or  Jo  Ferguson 

ALL  ELECTRIC  GARAGES  GROUP  PLC 

Fleer  A  Coninn  Manigemmi  tXvtaton 
HIGH  STREET,  HARBORNE,  BIRMINGHAM  B17  OEB 

Telephone:  0131  427  5352 

Facsimile:  OV2V  427  4451 
Sat/Sun  Tel:  01543  492494 


MG,  ROVER,  PEUGEOT,  NISSAN,  JEEP,  CHRYSLER, 
DAIHATSU,  SUZUKI,  MAZDA,  SKODA 
Delivered  Nationwide 


TOM  Utnoivy  LHDTOi  6  dow, 

KMlOOAh  fiT 

t,  Jftonfik  5] 

mw.  ns, 

cwn«rt  t. 


ns,450. 

01226  77*079  '  “ 


04  K0 


Rh—  R(«r  DT  2/95.  . 

WOfadtRS. - OWS0 

Dttcomy  HJoorTDfi  wkh 
ekaricpsdirfafcM 
1/76  Aub  Banta.  15*»<><a.  i/c. 

S hi  ABS. - £17.R0 

11/94  Am  Mb.  <7.000hni,7. 
StnA8S.SRS.Svr «*.  .£H*» 
TDB  9/91.  Cknfpdb.  S7*Mhn 

Uq  76an  Sgnraob, - HOMO 

S)6an  oinet  Imatudond  Ud 

T*+*iwiK5J7*W 

Twt  -H4  (CH6«  IMWS 
Ft*  44  (IniS&S  37900 


LEXUS 


COUPES  Una  Cron  fro—,  debt 

tawl  ddn  VB,  mta  turbo  ud 

3  Dm  nww»  new  ad  md. 

launar  1—14*  and  South 

-  0181  203  3399.  No  HanOa- 

tor  SbuuTTXCT  OI61  764  0061. 


GS300 

96N.  Aspen  Green,  Grey 
leather,  13,800  mis, 
immM  Tracker,  FSH, 
£28J250. 

01344  866654  W/ 
0410 169427  M 


LS400 

J  reg,  92K,  pearf 
wtiiw  beige,  FSH, 
wty  August  97. 

£16,500ono. 

01963 

440560. 


LOTUS 


EUSE 

Dec96P 

AUminuim/  Grey  hide 
Full  spec 
5,000  mites 
£25,950, 
private  sale. 
Teftf  1367  243205 
or  0385  718056 


ESPIRIT 
Turbo  S4 

95L.  mOOmflca 

FSH  mniK-nlin»-  rmBriaa 

Red  wi*  Black  leadwr  iatorior 
Aipme  Kcnso 

MB  canka  1 7n>v  EB*mm 
S30JD04. 

TcfcOlli  2736239  (lfc—-4p«! 


MAZDA 


MAZDA  Cbdca  Wo  cboksa  w  - 
itM*  rule— .  ltodi  Chafe* 
hwnaumm  0800  323A26 


WSlAUbTmmtoHaeftar 

BTyirt  a  01491  876644 _ 


SSSSSSSSJ 


^  o«oo  aUasa 


MX5 

Conv.  Red,  l.SiS. 
CD,  5yr  wnty.  FSH, 
9K  mis,  as  new. 
£15,995  ono. 
01698  841981. 


MX5 


SE  1.6  93L  Black,  beige 
lthr,  walnut,  alloys,  PAS 
ABS  FSH  38K  5  yr 
warranty,  extras.  £14k 
inc.  hard  top.  View  S. 
coast  or  London. 

01243374191. 


MX5  1.8iS 

BR  Green,  B5M,  17V,  FSH, 
OaraoBd.1  lady  owner. 
kmacuMu 
£14*95. 

0181423  9570(h) 
0181  4Z7  6879(0) 


MG 


TEL:  0171  43-40801 
TEL:  0465  505623 


MITSUBISHI 


MX5 

3000GT 

1.6i  SE  May  92, 
30.000m  FSH.  black. 

L  reg,  Red  wrth  Black 
leather.  fiJioec.  44k  tides. 
Tracker,  F5H.  IB  month 

tan  leather  seats,  ABS, 

alarm  CD  player. 

esenmded  warranty. 

hardtop 

£22,995  ono.  Ring 

£12,000. 

01706  876044. 

01299  8S1445. 

DRIVING  TUITION 


What  price 


J 


h-.:.-  ;•  . •  •  :  v  .  -  lw 

-•  /.  •  •  ---•••  /  v  ■ 

v  •  -  _  lo.'.er 

;•  • . . ;  :.-:i 

..  -  r- 

scicircsy  :r  yo'.r  Local  I  AM  Group 

rriiurn  t:'.e  ccuoon  Freepost 


LAM.  Freepost,  SW1965. 359  Chiswick  High  RtL,  London,  W4  4BR. 
Tet0tn-9M4403  FaJC81B1-S94  92«  er  wfwwiwuwg.uk 

Name - - - — — 


Address. 


_ -  _j _ Past  Coda -  ■ 

a»D— „J| 


LAND  ROVER 


DISCOVERY 

I995M  TChES  Caprice, 
leather,  a/e,  air  bags.  CD, 
twin  dec  sfr,  FSH,  68k 
miks,  SlSpSOOL 

01428606164. 


JEEP 


GRAND 
CHEROKEE 
LTD. 

LHD,  94,  met  fafate,  cream 
lthr,  CD  +  it  usual  extras.  1 
lady  onr  fr  ntm.  25k,  mint. 
£18*00 
01268282288. 


ep/ 


OBCOVHtYinSf  mUMaM-fii 
ah.  Oxford  bint.  S  door  ebatra, 
WHO  Gajsoa.  01277  338^15. 


DISCOVERY 


we  «* 
t  Laud  Honor  Ckofeo 
0800  4X434 


r  DISCOVERY 
TDiES 

5  dr  M«n.  95N  (96  model). 
Avalon  blue.  14k  mis,  usual 
ES  spec.  FSH,  wmty  12/97. 
£23,000 

01883  722240(h)/ 
0T732  868111  (w). 


DISCOVERY 

V8 

J  Reg.  Low  mileage.  FSH. 
12  months  MOT,  side  & 
rear  steps,  twin  son  roof 
bike/ski  rack.  Excellent 
condition.  £  1 1 ,000. 
Tel:  01296  88736 
(Eves  only). 


m 


wwniafioKj 

Hi  tonka  T  J 


HWB7UMJR0VER 

DBcovstnuBo  naa. 

FAHTltSIlC  SAVJNBS  ON  ALL 
MODaSWKYPAYWKE? 

HIE  ALSO  Stfmy  0881 MODOS 

ONnRMCT  hoe  ooai>nms 

muu 
TH.  01703  47S2H  OR 
MX  ft  783  <71 707 
PART EXCHANGE 


RANGE  ROVER 


SB  VofliM  ST  Art)  K  Smg  02 K 

—  wmotiw  gsfgto 


r  DISCOVERY  ^ 
TDiES 

M  re®,  Avalon  bkie,  hhr,  i/c, 
low  mSeago.  Ml  spec, 
tmnraculatc,  FSH. 

£21,750 


RANGE  ROVER 


HMHE  Ision  AaboJkB  EmIh 
4G  lUtb  CZ7DBHPJ  aSjOOO 
mllM,  W— mbvui  Qny,  IHo- 
cOotror  Sail  tanfur  tnc  dub, 
Mwhra  Spac,  Conmmfotai  Oon 

CE30.00CTV  E28J0OO  Grayiml 

Tel:  OLS09  232233  (SoadaY 
Mr  0448  S2S0507 


l  L  no,  \ 

Gnr,  Mb  Utar.  31k 

Btot.  C19J9S  Qlddd 


Start  Ico 


4.0SE 

93M.  27Kmls,  auno.  ESR, 
ISin  3  <tpafce  aBoys. 
Mack.  1  owner.  2nd  car. 
£29.250  or  consider  px 
SL  Mere. 

01423  734866/ 
0468588200. 


VOGUE 

SE  3.9  Auto,  94L, 
Plymouth  blue  met,  dark 
sable  lthr  ittf.  Tracker. 
Extras.  25,000  m.  FSH.  1 
owner  Lnmac.  £21 .500. 
Colchester 
01206735672. 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


PLUS  8 

1985  35  pi.  25k.  2  own. 
ex  cond.  almn  bdy,  twin 
s/s  ex.  yell  blk  upbolst 
FSH  Must  be  seen  & 
heard  to  be  approv'd. 
£18,500. 

01908  S83  318, 


NISSAN 


3WJZX  Twin  Ttarto.  Wtato.  wy- 
Oi  94L.  48*.  FNSH,  £2SK  P»- 
“  watte  Cam  0831  430522 
181  SS4  8300 _ _ 


Bor  H 
or  Oil 


SXnnE  GTB  now  In  Uia  UX.  row 

h  ued  Skrtlna  flnet  now 
inMrcbrOiai  203  3399. 


PERFORMANCE  CARS 


sMtswftadfflUiswsr^ 
tow  Wtflt  1.000  mvOneiOJ&V 
Honda  01643  SQ4999 

AC  Cotna  t4»n«l«hc  C199°) 
(320BHn  Obctaotor  HlW 
W»H>  Lautxr.  WW  Mgg 

£s£m®.  Cnrypaul  Ttat  01609 
232333  CSanday  Only  0468 
52SOSO? _ | _ 


5/100  mJS@»  E39JBSQl 
Dfanct  OllB  924  1144 


Pfp*«. 

Sytiw 


MAZDA  8X7.  New  (tape.  9». 
39k.  FSH.  rad  talk  lthr  A/C  CP 
sra  entao.  min^EZ2.995 - 0171 
221  0441  or  0835  5954S7. 


r  The  deea'sovm  car 
Dodge  Viper,  1994. 

S  naming  red  with  less  than 
4,000  miles  oo  the  dtxt. 
omriv  imported  from  USA 
£39,950. 

May  consider  pan  exchange. 
No  dreamers  please. 
Office  01 704  539300, 
Home  01704  834164, 

.  Mobile  OSJi  627433.  . 


PEUGEOT 


«MU  2j0  I997TP)  EWUrary  “dJe- 

—  fan - ■ - — 


uaiT,  alncao.  ABS,  twin  — — — . 

•to,  en.  FAS.  a»lMrt  colour 
£12-750.  0181  28 6  7745  T 


PORSCHE 


Paying  over 

£300 

to  insure 
your  Porsche? 

It’s  time 
you  had  the 
Privilege. 


privilege 


INSURANCE 
totM  D|  tin  Bo*  rf  Santana  l*. 


911  S8B  Catazlotat,  1989,  Onfc 

tlna.  High  Spoc.  EmwiVHit  caa- 

dtdon.  £27400  Pm  wichaWfla 
8  Tvp».  XX,  MkOT  B  Typ*  Con¬ 
te*  01827  373247  _ 


GAMBIA  2  Coup*  '94L  Gauds 
Bad t  Black  Laotliu,  Higb  Spoc. 
-  17*00  nUta  £47jOOO.  Sytxrar 
dram  0118  924  1144 


B0XSTER 

zenith  met/grtiphite. 
17"  wheels,  CD. 
April  97.  Avail 
burned.  Offers 

01355  238366. 


RANGE  ROVER 


VOGUE  SE 

1993  (L), 

All  elec,  lthr,  air  susp. 
FRRSH.  41,000  miles. 
£16,950. 

Tel:  0181  950  6185. 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


rDufton-Forshaw-i 


AYLESBURY 


- RANGE  ROVER 

WPHSE.Epnw.7T . 


StP  USE  Ai«,  ESR  CO.  Atop.  STB1JW 
SBP  USE  Asia,  Ma^a.  9T  ...X37JJS5 

KH  USE  Alto,  Antan.Yr . 43S#S 

WHOSE  Ado,  RMLIZT  . XJS^BS 

WI48MLBd.eSn.lSr  ..  J29JJB5 
94H  CtanfcTDI  9E  A  Umt  J2«8W 
«L  ttagraLSE.fVadi,3rr  .J2MK 
DISCOVERY 


SSPTOBA8B.FMRa.ST  .  £a*S 
BBH  MBS  MU,  Stow  ST  .  X2t*3 

95H  TOES,  Epsom,  3ZT . X2L4K 

WPTDtEdT Ada, Bop,  12T  ... 221^95 

01296  395919 

M7 IPBIIBI M 
1BLMre-3w 


ASSURBO 


M  UHBAUTOtUriJgMwos.MT  ■ 

M  UDKMTOliagjaLjjrSS 

on 

fvuoT«nonfr3nito«csT  tn 

reuflSEwroSwSSCin  mm 

m  uznjid  kUMMnaa  sn 
HHUDTIHJIButVGapliST  J 
TAX  FREE  &  gm 

D^OMAIX;  SALES 


•1VI;  017  1  ( 

uml.n  :  II  I! 


911  Ta «9»  «',^!rSpori»  S*““- 
tJu  GrOf  Tint  SesmK*. 

Ban*  Wpe*. JgJP  4jooo  nlW 

SkS  OllB 

BOX3TER  mem  amg 

scSSssr'saSttSt 

gfli' 353  aV«X_ 


9j1  R5  TOURINU 

1d5nwJt3A»Wta2T' 

jtssajssi 

■n  Jtm.  nan?  Ptra_w™t 
iiinmri/m-axitSoat. 
UL75Qeno- 
0121  MOVIE- 


91  IT 

L»69  2^  Coupe-  N)r>  wuh  bl^L 
l— rh^r  iuericr.  A  tire 
cmnpleteiy 

rons  beaunfolly.  e«*Uem 
btsoxy.  Gsra^d  nnl  tetaf  nsed. 
Only  2  tswaers. 

£12800. 

Tel:  0181 940  4026. 
or  0468  036793. 


928  S4 

auto  1988.  marine 
blue,  FPSR  CD, 
S8K.  £12^95. 

01357  529694  or 
01355  900900. 


96  N  PORSCHE 
911  Cabriolet. 

tiptroiric  S  with  17’  alloy 
wheels,  dr  con,  PA  1000 
alarm.  radio/CD.  In  Polar 
Silva",  midnight  byde/bood. 
1  owner  bora  new.  12.000 
mffr«  only.  £69.995  ono. 

TeU  07000  220556. 


928  GTS. 

Feb  95  1 8k  miles 
blk/blk  lthr 
£42r500- 

Phone/Fax 

01635200843. 


911  C2 

Taiga,  91H,  30K  nth. 
red/wtu.  lthr,  FSB,  immob. 
tracker,  CD  stereo,  immac 
£33^00. 

01923  835717 
or  0802  408025 


911 C4S  COUPE 

96  N.  his  Who.  nratale  leather, 
spans  teas,  lowered  tuspensioa. 
engine  sound  pack.  10  (poker 
system,  sound  processor.  10  stack 
CD.  ScmreoC  tar  cmfifloning.  Cat 
1  Alarm,  tmddwck.  12k.  mile*. 
FPSH 

£69595  oooPX  HP 
0181  B48S866 

or  8882611566  w  01342  W2664 
BenUuvw  BMW  Lad 


911  C2 

Jan  94,  Iris  blue,  grey 
leather,  FPSH, 
26,000mls.  mint  £43k- 

Tel:  01709  895696  or 
0374  630377. 


911 


Carrera  Super  Sports, 
Turbo  body,  33k, 
FPSH,  GJ.  White,  87, 
Immac  £26.950. 

01452770140 


CajwBIA  4  Coop*  »1H 
Brooktond*  (Bram  HtaMUef 
Black  LBattrar.  B3B,  Afar  Cond. 
12.000  mil**  £38,500  SjtMt 
StoCT  OHS  724  1144 

TURBO  32  V6.  gnu  ptaj 
WtaJrc/  Sine  lttui78K  ml*,  PSEL 
(iiimirr  end.  01*6  0171 
Si  3511/  038S  277772  i 


911 
CARRERA  2 
COUPE 

1989  G.  Met  VsJwk  rad, 

I  Awn  hhr  int  spons  BMhaint, 

FPSH,  39k  mb. 

£29.995 
01189  343548. 


911 

Carrera  Cab. 

1987  D  reg.  LHD,  Burpmdy  I 
red.  firf  spec  100k  mb, 
VGC 
£16050 
01717302713/ 
0410138246. 


PORSCHE  WANTED 

1ST  CaD  X  ■iH-araW-  Daftaihely 
Britain*  Host  Portcta*  Borers. 
^T^tos.  oa&o - ^ 


WAMTEb  Wantad.  AO  POmCto*. 
an*  Mtflaa  1  condition  0162B 
412/  0831  X23VH  now.  T 


RENAULT 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY 


BSVnEV  B.  Bad I  Black  Mde, 
rtxrbo  alloy*.  78JC.  JSH  *84,  Pvt 


COamNBKTAL  I  Turbo.  Dm  *93. 
Black  /  ton  Mda  £300/300. 
01344  275QP/ 0834  S44000T 


TURBO R 

1989f90md0 
Balmoral  Graon  with  Black 
hide  pewd  green,  44.000 
mSBB.  nil  Service  History. 
Immaculate  Condition 
£38*00 

VW  PX  tor  Range  Hover  4.8 
HSE  or  other  vehicle. 
01543  480476/ 360868  T 


CONTINTALR. 

August  'SON  (96  spec  adjust 
steer  wheeUCSM  phone)  + 
taiUtjonal  extnts,  WlkJhory/ 
Cream  lestbo;  15.000  anJes. 
immacnlata  ccaxfiiion. 
£149.950  one.  0161 

8323666 
/0831 277534. 


MULSANNE  S 

J  91.  MMiaghrMw.  piped 
beige  kit.  68k  mb,  LWB, 
trial  welcome. 

£39,995 

01815308802/ 

0956  604798. 


FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE 


RANGE 
ROVER  HSE 

4.6.  M  reg.  47.000  miles. 
FSH-  Epsom  gnxn/ian. 
immac. 

£29,950. 

Tel:  01347  822827  h. 
01347  821545  w. 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


BSISK.29 
mVSSSSStr- 

k  TO«S(ktotoGBWto1Br..5S 

|flW  TO  B  A  CnidcalQonta,  zt i 

TOESABatMalcn.  IT 
twi  wESASSiffr .  ;;; 
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Paying  over 

£300 

to  insure 
your  4x4? 

It’s  time 
you  had  the 
Privilege. 


privilege 
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SPARE  PARTS 


Premium 

precautions 

■  MANY  MOTORISTS  donl 
realise  how  much  they  could 
save  on  insurance  premiums  by 
taking  simple  precautions  to 
prevent  theft,  doing  a  bit  of  extra 
driver  training  or  just  keeping 
their  car  in  a  garage,  says  the 
Touch! ine  insurance  group. 

By  passing  the  Institute  of 
Advanced  Motorists'  test. 
Touch  line  policyholders  get  an 
automatic  10  per  cent  reduction 
in  premiums  while  fitting  a 
Thatcham-approved  security 
device  attracts  a  15  per  cent 
reduction,  says  Touchline.  A 
voluntary  excess  of  just  £50  for 
accidental  damage  is  another 
way  of  keeping  costs  down. 
Similar  reductions  are  available 
from  other  insurers. 

■  irs  ONE  OF  the  most 
mariio  cars  on  the  road  in  the 
United  States  and  it  goes  on 
sale  here  this  month.  The  eight- 
litre  Chrysler  Viper  GTS 
coupe  comes  In  only  one 
colour  metallic  blue,  with 
double  white  stripes  running 
from  front  to  rear.  It 
combines  the  raw  power  of  the 
original  Viper  roadster  with 
refinements  such  as  air 
conditioning  and  a  roof.  . 
On-the-road  price  is  E68.SO0. 
The  bad  news  is  that  only  15 

of  these  177mph  coupes  will  be 
imported  this  year  and  H  of 
them  have  already  been  sold. 


CARMARtTyOUR  GUIDE  TO  WHAT’S  NEW,  AND  WHAT’S  USED,  ON  THE  FORECOURTS 

Magic  motor  beats  the  bland  .a 


■  MORE  THAN  100  Jaguars 
and  Daimlers  will  be  gathering 
in  the  Guildhall  Square  at 
Portsmouth.  Hampshire,  an  the 
evening  of  May  23  for  the  start 
of  the  Entente  Cordiale  Nor¬ 
mandy  rally.  Entries  are  still 
open  to  owners  of  Jaguars  old 
and  new  for  the  event,  which 
lasts  until  May  27  and  is 
organised  by  Jaguar  World 
magazine.  Details  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  0181-658  3&3I. 


Alan  Copps  drives 
Mazda’s  Xedos 


From  the  outside  there  is 
nothing  remarkable  about 
the  Mazda  Xedos  6.  It’s  a  nice 
smooth  shape,  neat  but  the 
styling  is  no  head-rumer,  like  a  lot  of 
cars  on  the  road. 

Inside  it's  soundly  finished,  well- 
equipped  and  carefully  thought  out 
It  comes  with  a  Three-year  or  60.000- 
mile  warranty  and  promises  the  level 
of  reliability  and  build  quality  we 
have  come  to  expect  from  Japanese- 
made  cars. 

But  when  you  start  up  the  Vb 
engine  you  realise  this  is  something 
more  than  another  bland  “get  you 
from  A  ro  B  in  comfort”  car.  The  V6 
engine  is  by  far  its  best  feature.  It 
produces  I41bhp  and  takes  the  car 
from  0  to  62mph  in  just  0.4  seconds, 
competitive  but  not  outstanding  in  a 
class  where  rivals  include  the  BMW 
3-Series.  But  it  does  so  with  real 
smoothness  and  refinement.  There's 
no  fuss,  no  boy-racer  type  noises,  as 
there  are  in  some  of  the  more 
obviously  sporty  versions  of  its 
competitors.  The  unit  just  provides 
power  in  an  entirely  predictable 
pattern,  which  is  exactly  what  you 
want  of  an  engine,  especially  when 
overtaking. 

Mazda  says  that  the  car  is  selling 


ROADTEST 


Smooth  styling  is  no  head- turner,  but  the  refined,  frugal  V6  provides  a  much-needed  touch  of  class 


well  against  rivals  like  the  BMW.  the 
Rover  bOO  and  the  Honda  Accord. 
But  somehow  the  Xedos  doesn't 
capture  the  imagination  in  the  same 
way  as  a  3-Series,  despire  the  fact  that 
the  majority  of  British  buyers  proba¬ 
bly  identify  Mazda  most  with  the 
sexy  JiftTe  MX5  sports  car. 

Where  it  does  score  is  on  price.  The 
Xedus  b  Sport  version  starts  at  just 
under  £20.000  and  fur  that  you  get  a 
lor  of  car  as  well  as  a  lot  of  warranty. 
Alloy  wheels,  electric  windows  and 
sunroof  are  standard  on  all  cars,  even 
the  base-model  four-cyclinder  ver¬ 
sion.  which  is  priced  at  under 
£17.000. 

The  power-assisted  steering  has 
engine-speed  sensing  so  it  automati¬ 
cally  gives  the  driver  more  help  at 
low  speeds  for  manouevring  and 


Sweeney  motor’s  25-year  blag 


■  NISSAN  may  have  spoofed  The 
Sweeney  for  its  latest  Almera  TV 
advert  but  it  knows  the  world 
remembers  that  Jack  Regan  and 
George  Carter  drove  a  Mkf  Ford 
Granada.  launched  25  years  ago 
this  month.  Russell  Hayes  writes. 

The  name  went  in  19Q5,  but 
today's  Ford  Scorpio  started  life  as 
a  Granny,  and  an  early  Granada 
is  now  a  "sought-after  item. 

Riding  the  wave  of  1970s  cool. 
Nissan  launched  the  ad  by  show¬ 
ing  the  1976  film.  Sweenty!  Says 
TBWA  account  director  Philip 
Holliday.  “Out  goes  the  Granada, 
in  goes  Nissan.  The  car  was 
always  essential  ro  the  storyline 


Granada:  now  sought-after 

Coppers,  villains  and  reps  all 
loved  the  1972-1977  Granada.  It 
was  front-engined,  rear-wheel 
drive,  and  with  three  litres  of  V6 
engine,  a  Granny  provided  the 
option  of  going  round  comers  and 
wet  roundabouts  sideways. 


MAZDA  XEDOS  M5  SPORT 


Engine:  Two-litre  24-valve,  V6  giving  141bhp  at  b.OOOrpm. 
Transmission:  Five-speed  manual  or  four-speed  auto. 
Performance:  0-62mph  in  0.4  seconds.  Max  speed  I33mph. 
Economy:  Urban  26.9mpg;  constant  5bmph.  47.  fmpg;  constant 
75mph,  37.7mpg. 

Equipment  Electric  windows,  mirrors  and  sunroof.  Height- 
adjustable  driver’s  seat.  60/40  split  rear  seat.  RDS  radio/cassette, 
alarm/immobiliser,  anti-lock  brakes. 

Price:  E19.590  on  the  road. 


parking.  Anti-lock  braking  is  stan¬ 
dard  as  is  an  engine  immobiliser  and 
remote-controlled  central  locking 
with  a  built-in  feature  that  prevents 
its  code  from  being  “grabbed". 

The  other  great  virtue  of  the  engine 


FORECOURT 


■  THE  TOYOTA  COROLLA  a 
car  well  known  for  its  reliability 
and  excellent  build  quality,  has 
long  been  a  firm  favourite  with  the 
used-car-buying  public,  reports 
CAP  Black  Book. 

The  Corolla  (1987-92)  also  keeps 
its  value  very  well,  and  even  high 
mileage  cars  tend  not  to  look  their 
age.  writes  Vaughan  Freeman. 

Best  buy  for  the  second-hand 
customer  is  the  13-litre  GL  five- 
door.  and  for  a  1992  K-reg  exam¬ 
ple  with  average  mileage,  expect 
to  pay  around  £5300.  The  Corolla 
has  one  serious  problem;  it  has 
earned  an  unwanted  reputation  as 
an  “old  man's”  car. 


must  be  one  of  the  car's  best  selling 
points.  For  despite  the  performance 
that  it  offers,  the  V6  is  a  frugal  unit; 
Mazda  claims  up  to  47mpg  at  a 
constant  56mph  and  nearly  27mpg 
around  town. 


Avoid  cars  with  GTt  or  Execu¬ 
tive  badges.  Corollas  need  to  be 
bought  with  a  full  service  history. 
Beware  gearbox  whine. 

■THE  SUZUKI  V1TARA  thret- 
door  stQl  rates  as  an  automotive 
fashion  accessory,  although  it  Is 
also,  within  its  limits,  a  capable 
off-roader.  Insurance,  at  group 
seven  for  all  models,  is  low.  The 
Vitara  enjoys  good  build-quality 
but  like  most  soft-top  models  at 
die  moment,  second-hand  values 
of  late-plate  models  are  suffering. 

Even  so.  the  best  value-for- 
money  buy  is  any  Vitara  built 
between  early  1989  and  up  to  late 
1994.  Expect  to  pay  around  £5.000 
for  an  average-mileage  1990  H-reg 
JLX  bard-top  Vitara. 


Ford  Fiesta 

A  radical  overhaul  of  the  Ford  Rests  two  years  ago  revolutionised 
Britan's  favourite  small  car.  First  launched  in  1976.  the  Fiesta  has 
always  been  popular,  but  the  new-look  version  added  drivability  and  fun 
to  its  basic  merits  of  economical  motoring.  The  range  of  three  and 
five-door  hatches  Is  huge,  with  i -litre.  1.1, 13. 1.4. 1.6  and  13  petrol 
engines  as  welt  as  1.8- Mrs  dtesaf 


GOOD  NEWS 
The  range  is  huge  and 
the  chowe  imprasstvB, 
parts  are  plentiful  and 
cheap  and  servicing 
through  the  Ford  network  at  nearly 
1 ,000  dealers  is  economical  and 
convenient  The  Fiesta  is  as  easy  to 
sell  as  tt  is  to  buy  while  build  quality 
is  generally  good  ■ 


LOOK  FOR 
Latest  Fiestas  with 
new  Zetec  1  _25-6tre 
engine  which  helped 

■■■■P  revolutionise  the  car. 
giving  surprising  pep  as  well  as 
40m pg  tor  a  meaty  7H*hp.  Newer 
car  also  benefits  from  a  far  airier 
and  roomier  feel  to  tha  Interior 
which,  in  the  Ghia  versions,  can 
also  boast  air  conditioning  and 
leather  tnm 


dpB|  BAD  NEWS 

Cars  without  power 
steering  can  make 
heavy  weather  ot 
parking  and  nde  too 
can  be  harsh.  Exciting  the  Fiesta  is 
not,  except  in  RS  guise,  and  with 
more  than  two  million  sold  in  the 
UK  since  launch,  the  Fiesta  is  far 
from  a  rare  sight  on  the  roads 

AVOID 

Diesats  without  power 
steering  and 
performance  cats, 
such  as  the  XR2i  which 
arB  likely  to  have  been  used  and 
abused  and  win  push  up  your 
insurance  premiums.  Older  cars 
with  five-digit  odometers  can  hide 
true  and  much  higher  mileages 


0RB4ACEMB4T  PARTS 

(Prices  include  VAT}:  . 
clutch  £90;  toll  exhaust 
£95;  catalytic  converter 
£200;  front  brakepads 
(pair)  £45;  alternator  (exchange) 
£150;  front  damper  £65;  rear 
damper  £60;  starter  motor  £165; 
electric  window  motor  £100 


INSURANCE 
Cover  from  AA 
Insurance 
(0800444777)  on  a 

_  1993 1.3  Ghia  costs  a 

55-year-old  professional,  male  or 
female,  living  in  Winchester  with  . 
toll  no  daims.  £1 52  annually  fuBy 
comprehensive.  A  22-year-old 
male,  with  one  year  no  daims  in 
south  London  pays  £775,  and  a 
female  £628 


SAFETY  RATING 
The  Department  of 
Transport  gives  the 
Ford  Fiesta  an 
average  safety 
ranking,  alongside  the  Rat  Uno 
and  Renault  5.  but  behind  the 
Renault  Clio  and  Peugeot  206 


PRICES 

Pre- 1890  Fiestas  can 
be  bought  (or  under 
£2.000.  Expect  to  pay 
£3,500  for  a  1.1  LX 
three-door,  £5,000  lor  a  1 993  K-reg 
1 .3  Ghia  CF1  five-door.  £7,700  for 
the  1995  N-reg  1 .25  LX  three-door, 
£7,250  tor  a  1996  N-reg  1.3  ER  LX 
five  door  and  £7.150  tor  a  1995 
N-reg  1 .8  diesel  Encore  three-door 


OVERALL 

For  fairly  mundane,  middle  ot  the  road  motoring  on  a 
budget  there  are  few  cars  that  do  H  better  than  tne  Rasta. 
It  does  everything  that  Henry  Ford  wanted  of  his  cars, 
offering  affordable  personal  transport  to  everyone,  except 
that  nowadays  the  choice  at  colour  is  a  btlle  wider 


MERCEDES 


MOTORS 


illiliilsi 


GRIFFITH 

500  97<Pi  red.  grey  hhr 
4,000  miles  under 
manufacturer  warranty,  ns 
new.  £34.495.  Save  £1 .000 
on  for  and  beat  a  6  month 
waning  list  by  calling  01 4S3 
747061  00181  S75  9942. 
Finance  can  be  arranged. 
Private  sale. 


TOYOTA  SPORTS/ 
AUTHORISED 


SL300 

87E.  polar  ufmefnavy  hood 
&  interior,  CD  player. 
FMBSH.  MOT  Jt  warranty 
unlit  August.  76,000  miles, 
immaculate  condition. 
£18.950. 

01494  681823  or 
01491  614476. 


300SL 

1988.  no  expense 
spared  in  maintaining 
this  immaculate 
example.  Full  MBSH. 
£22,500  ovno 
01772  601740. 


MERCEDES 


CELICA 

2LCT.9IJ.  27.300  miles. 
Gloss  Black.  2  Owners.  RDS 
Radio.  Electric  sun  roof. 
Alann/immob.  Toy ora 
mnmuiined-  Long  tax  & 
MOT.  £10.000. 

Tel:  01252  873314. 


Mm 


24  V  while  with  cream 
trim  rear  seats  and  CD 
92  K  reg  33,000  miles 

£41,000. 

Tel:  01306  730992. 


*********** 


MERCEDES  E  320 
ELEGANCE  95N 
5  SPEED  AUTOMATIC 


EBueBecKMeJaat.Grwteairy,. 

alectric  glass  twnrool.  cfcrcare 
ccnutn.  eteewe  memory  seas. 

?fiOO  rules  £39500 


CLASSIC 

250  Turbo  Diesel 
Rcdsiabon  number  P5 
APW.  DarV.  Mue. 
Immaculate  Air  Con.  radii 
CD  pU/er,  10.500  mrfes. 
Cost  £25300  new. 
Price  £22,750. 

Tel:  0146245280a 


C220 

Diesel  elegance,  onyx 
auto  Aug  95  11000m 
sterecVCD  immaculate 
condition.  £21 .000. 

01737  370188. 


560SEC 


Jan  91H.  79k  mis.  Signal  red. 

cream  hide,  esc  cetane 
condition,  fuB  spec  FMBSH. 


01277  230086  (erts). 


C220D 

L  1994  M  Manual. 
blue/Mack  metallic. 
28.000m.  many  foamy 
lined  extras.  1  owner 
from  new.  private  sale. 
£18300  ono 

01522  723113. 


230  TE 

Anw.  «J.  FSH.  Black 
7  voB.  ABS. 

Electric  Window; 
Electric  sunroof 
Alarm,  alloys.  R/T.  67k  mites. 
£15.758. 

Tel:  01252  614647  (w/endsl 
01252  811772  (o/hi 


500SL 

93  Every  MB  option. 
Guo  metal  metallic, 
FMBSH  perfect  in  every 
way.  35,000m, 
£49.000.  ovno. 

01712892165/ 
0031654  250237. 


Sri;;??  M  m 


‘A 


Performance  wheels 

need  high  performance 


ft  ' 


them  for  brake 


dirt.  Just  apply 


mu  CAR  ?  -  No.  I 
AUTO  EXPRESS  ■  RATIO  No.! 

RCVS  MA0AZINI  ■  BIST  BUY 


ISB 


Vii.  -.in, ;  -iMr-.n,  m 


Elegance.  96N.  only  5000 
miles.  1  owner,  auio.  ESR, 
air  con.  leather  seats,  ratfio 
casseue.  alloy  wheels, 
electric  rear  head  rests. 
Mercedes  approved  alarm, 
metallic  maroon.  £28.950. 

01483232387. 


For  Wheels  You  Can't 

See  for  Dust 


420  SEC 

«J.  Beryl  Blue 
Mushroom  leather  interior 
ftilly  loaded,  private  reparation. 
Alloys.  CD.  aircon. 
Electric  van  and  sunroof 
FMBSH.  40.000  miles. 
Immaculate.  CMWom 

Tel:  0181  6450569 
or  0468  902326 


S320  UMO 

NiegOcrt5.Sfcer.Uadr 
bather,  8  hob  rims  cruise 
oanrraf.  dearie  sears.  Jeff 
dosing.  17000  miles. 
£4X500 

01582454284 


Angus  90 

Red  »eh  Cicmn  tewber 
All  MB  cura  plui  CD  player 
FMBSH.  2  owners  from  new 
Only  20,000  wanvaud  mfles. 
CttjOM. 

Td:  01993898431(h) 
0186584L3Q0ig 


230TE 

K  reg.  Auto,  FMBSH, 
Air  con.  R/seats, 
Walnut,  63,000  miles, 
1  owner.  Excellent 
cond.  £16,950. 
01494  722037. 


SL320 


95  Full  spec.  9k.  lady 
owner. 

£54,000 
0121  455  0657/ 
0370  756274. 


200TE  Estate 


1983  L  reparation 
Automate.  simel 
ABS.  10  CD 

Lady  owner 
£15,995. 

Tefc  01704 
549341(0) 

anytime  0585  349610 


if  you  would  like  more 
information  about 
Thule  and  its  product 
ranae.  oiease  chons 

us  on:  01275-340404 
or  contact  us  at: 
Thule  Ltd-  Units  4-5 
Concorde  Drive 
5C  Business  Centre 
Clevedon 
Bristol  BS21  6UH 


Thule  Idea  no.  623  -  Alpine  700 

Aerodynamic  roof  box  with 
variable  Quick-Release  fittings  and 
central  locking  system. 


OFFICIAL  PORSCHE  CENTRES 


TURBO  BOOTY 

9SN  911  Turbo  4  Spaed  YMbw..7T 
SSJt  911  Turbo  4  Mar  Star  .  .1ST 

96N  911  C4S*«n0J 4T 

SEN  911 C4S  Black lief . ST 

981  911 C4  Site  Bub . 14T 

931  9T1  . .  -31T 


SOI  SU GTS Auto MOWN..  ST 
9M  B11  Cab  Arana  Red.  Aic,  IT  6T 

9GN  911  Tega  Uthghr  . 21 

9W  911  Tv^a  Anna  Red  ....St 
9EN  911  Cab  Peter  Sh*.l7\  lT 
96H  911CpaSfcetAir,ir  .  .  .11T 
«N  911  Cpe  Arana  Red.  A4.tr  10T 

95N  9TI  Cab  Shan  Gray . ST 

93L  gesepe  Cobaft.  Ai . ,«T 

FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE 
96N  911CabSBHr.Ar.ir  ...3T 
9W  911  Cab  tijnqW.  Air.  19" .  .IT 
Wf  911  Cpt  Anna  Red.  ta.  IT  10T 
FERRARI 

93  It  512TB  RossoCrana  .  . . .  JT 
OPEN  BANK  HOUOAY  MONDAY 


0181  983  4444 
0850  968911 

•aY.v/.  ::  m  :  t:  nr. ;  j.-:c  t  r  scr  7 


CO LC H  ESTER 


gABffiPLSS 

95N  911 C4  Arena - ....7T 

9GN  911  Carrera  his,  Air - ST 

9411  911  Canws  Bbck,  Ait  22T 

94L  911  Carrera  Sfcer - 12T 

93K  911  C2  Corel - 19T 

93L  SlinTiptSfcfif - 20T 

9ZJ  911  C4  Sitvar - 24T 

COUPES 

96N  911  Turbo  4  UrdraghL..„7T 

95N  911  Tuit»4  Sfcer - 0T 

SSL  911 25  Tlbo  Burgundy  „3BT 

96N  911 C4S  Iris.  Air, - 12T 

S5H  911  C4  Mktnight,Air. — 30T 
95N  911  CarTera  Tursf,  Air  ^16T 
95U  9111^1  S  Black,  Air . — 13T 
95N  911  Tipt  "S'  UdrigN—IBI 

9411  911  Carrera  Sate - 10T 

B4M  911  Carrera  hla,  Air  ..~25T 
9511  911  Carren  Black,  Air  __9T 
94L  9111^1  ‘S'  SfcH,Ar...3ZT 

88F  911  SE  White - 41T 

TABGA 

96N  911  Canen  Iris,  Air . ,6T 

9fiN  911  Carrera  Ins,  Air - 8T 

93L  911  flotiO  Bladt - 1ST 


01206  85S500 
0850  71 6911 
08S0  71 591 1 


C  A  M  B  R  I  D  'G  E 


SUN  911  Canen  Coopt  Aram.  AC  2T 

96N  911  T*igi  TcrquocE . £T 

901  Bit  Carrera  Up 'S' C04B  Si;  2t 
95N  911  Carrera 4 SStast AC  .  .31 

m  9t1  Turbo! SMe  . 4T 

991  9nrp?QfctaBliwa  14T 
991  911  Carol  Cab  Tip’S1  Guards  9T 
991  911  Carol  TpSCab  ha  ..  1ZT 
95S  an  Carrera  Cab  Bed.  itr  .  1ST 

95U  OT1  Cam  Cope  State  ...221 

9511  911  CarazaCptSiKr . 271 

94U  911  Carrara  Cab  Rad.  VC  .S5T 
ML  911  Cirrea  Cpe  IMrglt.  AC  MT 
ML  511  Canw  CpaTf  Grey.  WC?7V 

93K  9rt  C4  XargB  Whab  . 12T 

93X  SM  Carrera  2  Coepe  Red  .  2B1 
m  9nC2C*rpWMe.VC.  24T 

91J  911C2  WfRed . 3ST 

9IH  WCoupoHnacrtVC . .461 

90G  M4TintoGre».«C  .  ...  491 
89G.944SZWMB  .  .  .  iST 

ML  90S  S^nrt  Rsd . JfiT 

ML  MCWlSjmtYBi*  .  ..1ST 

93L  BBS  CU  Sport  W* . 3DT 

93L  9GB Crape Tp Red.  .  .  43T 

9U  Femn hstararaa rehw  ...1ST 
B9C  UreborgHniAniw  Reo  .  IDT 
AlSMteteavoUA  fDTdiBpntbatiaa 


01223  872872 
0589  789446 


We  pay  top  prices  for  your  quality  used  Porsche. 
**  Please  call  lan  Clark  on  0831  344705. 


wm 

Stratstone 

■f 

W  I  L  M  ‘  5  L  O  V/ 

511  Tl’S:4  ,7::i;'dck _.?.0a 

SSN  rlt  T:rt?4F.l'r'i;k . . 

w‘;:517:-jsT.-«|J:«i'2i - BOA 

KN  ill  Cl  Co::;i  ‘.’idr";5!':  1C  I......  P.O  A 

%‘i  01 T?  S  Ci5  Ik ........ ...r.OA 


■:n  i 


r“M:l5Tx  S  C;Lp6!-ii2ik. . .£545:5- 

M '■  £4  C:  Lie-  E1  & .=,0  355 

=1M9;;C2C:Lf6!ris^._  ... -159:5 
3:1  f.U:.oTi-ri-iA-r«j,i:l'. 

=Jl  5’1  Grind  -GL.  &ZH 

:IJ  S!lT;h:4  Giis:dJ  Zi1- _ £6D5: 

S3K  911 C2  GiB  FclirS:':urZ7k..  £41=95 

X'H  S‘1  ti  Ct j;!:  S'ji-T Is  $1  k. _ C5:25 

51 E  5 1 1  S  t  C Wf.  ?  C  jj  r^r.  tl  x .  _  ..£225=5 
i5L  &£'SC:L^GLirJ:3i<  _.;....0!535 
“L  Ci_h SpG.i Y=  Ifc-.v 2;k.....£2;£25 
Gio  SHTL.'tcCASSiojklik — £2355; 
5?G  S44Tuftc  Sir,::-:  5-2!-: _ 

07000  for  911 
07000  3G7911 

;  .X’4--  -  A nev  A -'3 

crciv'.d  K:bs:n  - 

01625  522222/ 
0468  383803 

SCiJOAVS  ICAM-IPiV. 


Wm 

EASTER 


r,xo  *7_\i 


10.00am- 

3.00pm 

Call  Keith  Lacey 
with  your 
requirements 


0115 
942  0944 


Famous  names 
lead  Italy’s 
renaissance 


Ducati’s  new 


sports-tourer 


shows  Latin 


bikes  are  now 


back,  Roland 


Brown  says 


The  world's  motorcycle 
press  has  been  gath¬ 
ering  at  Jerez  for  the 
launch  of  a  new 
superbike.  There  is  nothing 
unusual  about  that  —  Japa¬ 
nese  manufacturers  have  un¬ 
veiled  bikes  in  sunny  southern 
Spain  so  frequently  that  many 
journalists  could  act  as  guides 
at  the  customary  viewings  of 
sherry  bodegas  and  dancing 
horses.  But  this  launch  is 
different:  the  bike  is  not  from 
Japan  but  from  Italy. 

The  machine  is  the  ST2 
sports-tourer,  Ducati’s  first 
truly  new  model  since  the 
stunning  916  three  years  ago. 
And  behind  the  Bologna  firm’s 
decision  to  splash  out  on  its 
first  launch  on  foreign  soil  is  a 
growing  confidence  from  not 
just  Ducati  but  the  whole 
Italian  industry. 

Many  of  two-wheeled  histo¬ 
ry's  great  marques  are  Italian. 
GQera.  MV  Agusta  and  Moto 
Guzzi  were  giants  in  the  1950s; 
Laverda,  Ducati  and  Bimota 
made  their  mark  more  recent¬ 
ly.  But  a  few  years  ago  the  first 
two  were  gone  and  the  rest 
were  struggling,  victims  of 
Japanese  success  and  their 
own  problems. 

Suddenly,  though,  the  Ital¬ 
ian  industry  is  roaring  bade 
Leading  the  charge  is  Moto 
Guzzi,  once  the  country's  larg¬ 
est  bike  firm.  After  going  bust 
In  1966,  Guzzi  was  run  for  two 
decades  by  car  baron 


t 


Due all’s  944cc  V-twin  ST2  is  the  first  major  new  model 
to  emerge  from  the  firm’s  Bologna  factory  in  three  years 


Laverda  despite  1970s  superbikes  such  as  the  Jota  triple.  Now  the  revitalised  firm’s  new  twin-cylinder  range  includes  this  650cc  Gh 


Due  for  release  this  year,  Bimota’s  V-Due  is  powered  fay 
a  revolutionary  dean-burning  500cc  two-stroke  engine 


Alejandro  De  Tomaso,  who 
failed  to  supply  the  finance 
needed  to  keep  Guzri's  V-twins 
competitive. 

In  1994  De  Tomaso  relin¬ 
quished  control  to  a  Milan- 
based  merchant  bank,  which 
appointed  bike  enthusiast  and 
farmer  banker  Arnolfo  Sacchi 
as  the  new  managing  director. 
Sacchi  aims  to  increase  the 
1993  production  total  of  3,000 
bikes  to  20.000  by  the  year 


2001.  So  far  he  is  on  target. 
Guzzi  built  more  than  6.000 
machines  last  year  and  the 
1997  total  will -be  higher  — 
aided  by  new  models  includ¬ 
ing  the  striking  Centauro 
roadster  and  the  roadbuming 
1100  Sport  Injection. 

In  contrast.  Ducati’s  recent 
problem  has  not  been  lack  of 
competitive  machines  —  the 
916  remains  arguably  the 
world’s  most  exciting  sportster 


—  but  the  factory's  inability  to 
produce  them,  thanks  to  the 
Cagiva  group’s  huge  debt 
Last  summer  that  was  relieved 
when  Cagiva  sold  51  per  cent 
of  its  stake  in  Ducati.  The  ST2, 
a  944cc  sports-tourer,  will  be 
built  on  anew  production  line 
at  the  Bologna  factory,  whose 
1997  output  is  scheduled  to 
increase  sharply  to  almost 
30.000  machines. 

Laverda’s  mighty  lJXXkc 
Jota  triple  was  the  fastest 
superbike  on  the  roads  in  the 
mid  1970s  But  financial  fail¬ 
ures  and  failed  recoveries  fol¬ 
lowed  —  imtQ  three  years  ago 
Laverda  was  bought  by 
Francesco  Togn  on,  a  take-mad 
local  businessman,  who  has 
succeeded  m  reviving  its  for¬ 
tunes.  Laverda  has  developed 
a  series  of  twin-cylinder  ma¬ 
chines  based  cm  former  mod¬ 
els,  and  later  this  year  will 
launch  its  most  promising 


bike  yet:  a  sleek  sportster 
called  simply  the  750. 

Bimola  has  remained  in 
business  during  the  last  two 
decades,  but  the  tiny  Rimini 
company  —  famed  for  its 
exclusive,  hand-assembled 
sports  machines  —  has  had 
serious  problems  too. 


Five  years  ago  Bimota 
built  just  500  bikes, 
which  sold  for  little 
profit  despite  high 
prices.  Since  foe  arrival  of  new 
managing  director  Walter 
Martini  in  1993.  Bimota  has 
trebled  production.  And  it  has 
not  lost  its  edge:  this  year's 
most  significant  machine  is 
Bimota’s  V-Due,  powered  by  a 
"dean-burning"  500cc  two- 
stroke  engine. 

Discussion  of  revivals 
should  not  exclude  Aprilia. 
which  in  recent  years  has  won 
numerous  road-race  world 


Powerful  992cc  Moto  Guzzi  Centauro  V-twin  was  the 
first  model  developed  by  the  firm’s  new  management 


titles  and  seen  production  and 
profits  increase  dramatically. 

Nor  have  there  been  serious ' 
problems  to  overcome  at  thriv¬ 
ing  Piaggio.  which  is  by  far ■ 
Europe’s  largest  producer  of 
powered  two-wheelers,  albeit 
scooters.  But  Piaggio  owns 
Gflera.  one  of  the  great  names 
of  Italian  motorcycling  liist- 
ory.  and  saddened  many  enth¬ 
usiasts  when  it  dosed  its  ailing 
factory  in  1993. 

The  Gflera  name  is  now 
used  only  for  scooters  —  as  is 
that  of  Benefit,  another  > 
marque  that  has  won  wuf  1 
titles,  and  which  built  a  glarh-  - 
orous  six-cylinder  750cc  ■■■■ 
superbike  in  the  1970s  before 
going  bust.  Benelli  reappeared 
in  January  with  a  50cc  scooter, 
amid  rumours  that  it  is  devel¬ 
oping  a  new  900cc  superbike. 
Given  the  Italian  boom  such  a 
dramatic  return  would  not  be 
surprising. 
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IF  YOU  CANNOT  FIND  THE  VEHICLE  YOU  DESIRE  CONTACT  YOUR  AUTHORISED  DEALER  LISTED  BELOW 


— THE^#feTTMES== 

DEALERSHIP  AT  A  GLANCE 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON  HOW 
TO  ENTER  YOUR  DEALERSHIP  IN  THIS 
SECTION  PLEASE  CALL  OR  FAX: 

TEL  0171 481 4422  Fax  0171 782  7827 


OVER  1  THIRD  OF  TIMES  READERS  BOUGHT  A  USED  CAR  IN  THE  LAST  YEAR. 
THE  TIMES  IS  THE  FASTEST  GROWING  DAILY  NEWSPAPER. 

 fS*m:HKSA*t  -  Jm  S7) 


DEALERSHIPS  AT  A  GLANCE 

WILL  BE  APPEARING 
EVERY  WEEK 
IN  CAR  97 

TEL  0171  481  4422  Fax  0171  782  7827 


ROLLS-ROYCE  &  BENTLEY 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY 


Murray 

M  o  1  O  P  C  O  M  P  A  N  V  J 


I  he  ,\.niiL  on  ’he  XO 
Finest  (  ,<.  <  ITT 


92  Rolls  Royce  Surer 

92  Rolls  Royce  Silver 

93  Rolls  Royce  Silver 

90  RnQs  Royce  Silver 
87  Rolls  Boyce  Silver 

91  Rolls  Royce  Silver 

94  ~  ’  ~  ’ 


n-  lull  Demi!  nt  \<ieeifi\'M- 
■u live  ie>H  Ins  n„>-  ( 


(  ;.//  (){  ,  /  ;i- 


•ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


WmtftoMRKftoaaL  only 
aora*.  Swaeft . 


SwjJto/Prrdroat  Sqpare 
Contffcn, 43400 mM  ...HMSD 


TURBO  R 


S*x95.P*aoodctta.BattriBi 

•Mibh-HwawiMT/WD 

nfeCioaOANtirit. 

fTfcBMun 

0191373  4485 

MooFri  9-ttwn. 


1990  SILVER 

SPIRIT  n 

Midnight  Etoc.  MagnoSa 
iiBCmX-  77,000  mOcs- 
CbiflDHtarftrOian 
FftitfiM  eaxfaifiQ 


96 P  BENTLEY 
CONTINENTAL  R 


In  peacock  blue, 
sandstone  trim 
with  blue  piping, 

1  owner, 
only  500  miles. 

Fufl  spec  vehicle, 
full  dealer  facilities. 

Huge  saving  from  new 

£155,000 

or  sensible  offer 


■WljRF'A  FK-ASfcR 
ini  0  mi)  574.)  1 7 
ur 0421  442200 


HOVER 


SAAB  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


900  SE 

Turbo  Con venable.  Nov 
’94fM),  13k.  Black/ 
Cream  Ithr,  A/C,  Veneer 
Dash.  £24,250.  Superb. 
0181 9583911. 


9000CSE 

1993K,  Metallic  Grey 
Aircon,  CD/  radio 
Electric  windows,  2  owners 
49K  miles 
ExceUsar  condition 
WjtINsi 

Tel;  0121  3001472(b) 
or  0385  727446(o) 


^  10000  miles. 
Moouaker  Black/  FuH  Hide, 
12CD  changer  stereo  with 
70t-70W  aa^ifer,  £28000. 
0171 3700785^0385351578. 


Sensonic,  p  reg. 
IS.OOtn.  grey  ter, 
climate  control,  S h. 
£22.000. 

01628  478819. 


500 Aug  SNSfP)  cobalt  Wue. 

wool  carpet,  fan  byde.  A/C. 

hotted  seals.  Pioneer  05 
syaem,  F5H,  l  owner. 
£33395. 

01206854656 
0370  816901. 


CHI  MAE! 

■4.0, 1995  (M). 
met  Magnolia  I 
10k,  1  own? 

£27300. 
01256  8515 


GRIFFITH  50 

M77’nm.gtarmi3t 
bm^iofee,  pas, 
Kenwood,  CD,  17k, 
ftvhsh, 
£28^95. 

SSSS85850® 

0161  633  5315  Ev 
Private  sale 


\ 


SATURDAY  APRIL  5  1997 


MERCEDES 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


•  ■  V'4:  '  •-  •'<'1  • 

-  -w .. 

•>,£v&x£.[+.  :S:;v.: 

, 

‘.V  v  i-. ; 

r«:  rfj~: 


.  ■**!  -  ;  o 


... 


■  * 


'  ’4ir:  ?  f 


:,V*  ■  i  fcc  v‘- 


CRUICKSHANK  -  ALWAYS  EXCEPTIONAL 


93L  S5H  COUPE  A'  Uei  I4i  Daft  tort) 

Sfi  5E8  SE£  'A*  UeT  L9n  Air  coi.  •  man 
9U  428 SET  UsUmteHB.EFS&IK 

smsufflu  un urn Oba PASS 
Misuses  Mu  Lk  Urai.Hftijc  ffs  Smites 
SRI  SHSL'A1  Ua  LSa  tfuraej  CoOngg’ 
gissua-f  IMUuOntt  VLaaSffc 
9BH  SIXS'A'  Aain&  Lnu  Orate  ftsoc  tf5  33£ 
SHSUa-A  Ua  UK  Ornam  Riem  am 
mi  SJEfl'A1  w  in  cum  teas  im 
SB.  SUZD'IT  HB.US  dme.r&z. Sinks 

gatssassm-t-  UmiteCtaiUWei 

3»  BamWSHV*  Ute.LUutaimS  holes.  EDS 
9U  SKEW  SPOT  IfeUto  teem.  BIOS  Smmire 
SIR  3MQ2K T  Ma  LJittoua.oSte1  *ww 
saSDBCE'ir  Ufl.  Lfti.  Nr  co*.5twitac 

l‘K  Sfrd rpd ItiL 5 bote  .raw* 


Ml  E2S COUPE 'A'  UeLSUK  .iBH 

'A'  URUU.B&iROR 
■A'  tame.  iw.t  rot 
OS  SSO'ff  Ifci.lfeDBfe.'MSiec'.lflHMP' 

SIS  E3B  A  ttUfc  ftHcai,  ’Stn^tji  S&Baoq' 

STS  mmmMBE'K  IfelttiCiBteAUSawu 
96P  ESSnUTGIflOE  A  IteiarlneN.M 
9a  m  CUSaCBIUE-A-  Un  7u»  EGSfl  «■ 

831  32K-A'  Ub  LftcEiJ5.fciiiii.CC  *«W 
9BG3MWA'  3SdhtM.SKrttatASR.wi! 

sa  atmn  uo.  otg.  -Snpeiti  naigtai' 
wtEwnrr  u» »» *,?(»« 7 .. 

959  EZZBT'A’  Mei  Air  cm,  .sure 
821  ZXTEVU  KateBUwtLESRAflHipa 
96B  CSV  Ua.ufcDmlt.EF5fi 
SIS  C7SS  SPOfiT  'A  tfci  latte  CM.  fiS.»i»M 


iznzrjn 

lit  09,500 

n  DASH 

ttuOfeOBD 

a  ip.ojl 

<T  E4AJS5S 
Tito* 
rr.DBjsa 

46T  E2AJBD 
AST  CT7J58 
57T  E18JSB 
.  &TE2.H 
3ZT  mt» 

wmjM 

TT  EU.758 
ITffiOA 


TEL:  (0117)  966  9331 
EVES:  (03&5)  M8357 
7DAYSA  WEEK 
24  HOURS  A  DAY 


. :  *fc  ''  ^  ■  ■  -  V.  *  v'/./-  ..  v.  ■  .  ,v.  ;  ;•  :  ^  >':■  S*C.  #■■  •>  ■■■•■• 

£  -:W  ^  ^  fc*  ^ 


Sunningdale 

CARMACK  ©COMPANY 


:>■:  .* : SSTsSs^yH:  ^ 


nji^in  mtamBBu  H8&  CPQTC<M85 

S 

a5a*5s^JR^-®-M 

UH.SniM.eCVM 


hwamwas 
&wnw» 

■  <TEO» 

bdcjmI 
snaiw 
asssasjtess 

MHmHwbCD  tTOUB 


Driving  Heme  Quality 

iff  8LS0B  Alta  Btak,  Buck  HM,  ACC.  Hnbp.Elt<&l8HRW  .7T  ES2JK0 

H«tCOTBiBUlFii9|K . •  2CT  E72J50 

Sc  Bteeh.  FWRiif  ETSk.  CfcnfflB.  JUtoia,  Cruisa  StfT  QBJGO 

W  mB?lta«%EAV!iOTM«HW  &  »» 

WS^Ftaaitett.BHtatACC.R^lBSMRl  OT  HM 


mi  niffin  P#  wWri5bm.mxw.bswi*  .  . . ht  v— 

OT  S 25S»Sm iZSfcACC.  WSMtlHAW.  &S«B. .  5T  m#D 
not  E320 QM^AdoSJEfc«.WC«».aiifl SKIS  ..  ._9T  0>™ 
"  ™35SpSlBfc-.WtaM.8HAW.ESaBW . 3ST  Cl 

■h.  ptart  MV  BW.  EBH.  SHIP . SCT  O&ttQ 

HTngnMlH.ACavAiBHBi.CD  BT 

Auto  E*».  ACon.  E  “:~  QTG  . 5T 

an,  imiMn-'  AJCoa.  ESfl.  EM  ...MT  B 

01753  554444 


B  &  K  THOMAS 


MH  CIS)  Bagonea  Auto  meL  tew  d  g.  rA 
B4M  C20D  StKKt  5  Spd  spoter.  aloyi.  tn. 
SON  C200  Begance  Agio  mo.  air.  cfc.  ife 
BEN  C220O  Ebon*  Auto  marta  .  . 


iM  . .  .29T£19£9S 

.ar«  ...  19TC19fl35 

rid . .7TC2S.5K 

. . 1ZTC23JK 

Sport  meL  *s  ria  . 1 1T  £28^85 

_ Spanmn.SspMd . TT  LZ7.995 

Auto  meL  as  con.  lOhotoys  ,13T£3Q^M 

SSL.  20BTE  Auto  esr.  lea . JST£19^K 

94U  E220  Auto  meL  lea.  vralmd  . JBTE20^S5 

9411  BEUAutoma.  lEozaltays.  duch.  WstySng  50T  £20^K 

98tt  E230  Bsgance  Auto  m«L  ar.  Sid.  i/sl . I4T  £31595 

96P  E2»A*Brtg*dBAutontt.M.BnLiM . 5TC32JK 

KP  E230  Estate  Auto  met  ar.  srd.  hte . 1CT£33^K 

94L  E20O  Auto  met.  stack  ani23,9SS 

SEP  E2S)  Avantoarde  Auto  met.  air.  snL  ittl . 10T  535^95 

moLh«to.eds  +  m«  sc.od  ..5TOE^B5 

SEP  EaKOEtogonee  Auto  ma,  at . ,4TOI^95 

«GP  ESOOO Qqpince ma. hide. ». rid  . ■£22'“! 

9SN  E320  Bagance  Autohde.  ar.  esr.  e*  ..  .  .I3TE38,8» 
SEN  E320  Bb»bk«  meL  hide,  ate  +  m.  dmato ...  ST  07  .MS 
BEN  E320  AuvBnuida  3  Spd  Auto  met  hda.  es  ..ST  C39^9S 
S-CI-A^S  &  SU 

KN  S280 met  rite,  dmuto.  esr  »i.  rW . 

SSN  S2B0  meL  piped  tide,  esc  dm.  met  atoys  ...16TCS9fl95 

SEP  SL290  meL  Me.  hb.  riEeal . 

SS4  SL32D  5  Spd  Agio  meL  lute.  (E.ct8h . £T£SS^95 

S3K  SS00  m*t,h«Je.  efe.dm.dosas.  8h.  sJaclCOSQT  09^ 
SEP  SEW  mu.  too  lone  htoa.  Myac .  -ST  CB4£95 


CWI 


btoacMate.tn-2OTnB#5 
C1S0  Bag  Auto  Gram  buck,  gray  dnlv  ofc — i5T 

CIBOBMMEaAutoSini.UueelaELafc - STEM^K 

C2W  BhU  Gwi  Uta*.  rn  (Ml.  afc.._ST  C2SJW 

C2Q0  Beamc«  Auto  SJrar.  btoBCOivafc.CC  _13TC23JBS 

C2D0BBgancc  Auto  AzumUue.ai  ran. . ST  E23JKS 

SSL  C220  Wide,  Wuedoh  BSf,  TO  te.  8*3®-- 
94L  C22g£tratH» Atfo Uabchte green. hkta. crtJT C2tJK 
95H  C280  a»B  Auto  Azirte  b!lia  bA  do»v  aisrtf  6T 
96N  C2B0  Beg  Aoto  Toannine.hidB,  ait  con,  cd-.Jrr  E3l^K 

E-CLASS 

95U  EOT  Eitata  Auto  Wlite,  grey  dcCiBS.ew... JOT  m^S 

94L  EOT Etate Auto MMtyt BUM. tb»S88I  —AST E^K 

93K  220E Auto Pearibta. grey dott.B».» - 23TCTJ^ 

ml  EOT  Auto  UkHtte  Mue.  grey  <mi*ite_J0Tm«5 
EOT  Estate  Auto  meufc.  rear  seat  wainul_JffT  £23^K 

BEN  EOTEetetoAutoGHOT«eek«teretl*M.~1BTOTflK 

SEN  EOT  Efcg  Auto  Shrer.btackcWLB.lC - HIT  09,995 

S5M  EOT  Hes  Auto  Ruby  red.  btadtefcEvafc - ISTOO^ 

SEN  EOT  Beg  Auto  Aarto blue,  btaedfflh.  at....  1ST  OlflK 

96?  EOTBeganegAutolixiBiaSna.  tade.Bfc.ear.STOT.OT 

82J  SHOE  Peart  pay.  grey  ctottv  «a.  «*.  cc.  a* — 53Tn6^ 
SEN  EOTDieeel  EitreeAiito  MiyiBd.7Beali-~lSTI2M95 
SEP  EOT  Basel  Beg  Auto  Stm.  IA  hite.Btt,  fl»  ST  OTflK 

93L  EOT  Pearl  due.  hide,  ar  con,  Baw.  ed - 5BTBI^ 

9EN  EOT  Beg  Auto  Green bbck.tik)&  ate - 1ST 08,945 

S-CtASS  &  SLs 
97P  S280  Azinte  tbe.  h«l».  Saw,  ilgj.  el 


SIP  Clio  E^ril  Auto  Gnai^i  esr.^s  beta  TTm^ 

S 

OaSStoShlw  *.«f.uiusto.  ST S2*^»5 
iBSluto&Beni*. hide. efcab con  .10TCM595 

^iwStcd  . 

HtwHiar  bteAttoEimialc  .ITTCSO^K 
Beg  Auto  Aaida,  ctati.  ita.mata5T  04,995 

AutoAaate.We.*«n.*  .ajag 

5  Sod  AtBn  Shrer.  Nde,  ekv  afc  TT  09^95 
IlS.MAElMHWe..  |T  POX 
Bide. be. etewLDd 

. 1  tan  £72,995 

_ le.gmylSr^aafcys. music  ■]«£«,« 

SOT  Lino  VMa.  grey  N*.  eta.  aSoys . 

SL20O Aarta. W*. dm. adoyt tfw BOf r.  ...7TC99OT 
SOT  Green  Uadi.  hide.  dm.  ek*m.  Eh.  cd  ..ATCwJffi 
SLOT  K  IM  Imperial  red,  hide.  I2tv  dt  res  .I1T 

SLOT  ShreLVey  hide.  eAntaeae.  dm . ItSS^S 

aOT  Fhliy  retlWcIfl.  hfe.8n.dm  . .  . d!SS 

SUMWitohe.hkte.h«s.eh.gisBlBP  ■••■SSJ'S 

SLOT  S»rer,  grey  hide,  96  mo«y.cfc.cd . 7TM4OT 

MasoRnwn hfadt  bfacfchde. M spec  ... . JTEE9J95 


96N 

SSN 

SEP 

asp 

SEN 

S5H 

HEP 

SIP 

SEN 


I  ML 
95N 
9SM 
I  SSL 
94M 
9GN 
9« 
94L 
B2J 
Imm 

BEN 

SSN 

BEN 


.*» _ 2TCPI 


0114  2753391 

& 'HOURS  OtOl  148145  CLOSED  EASTER  SUNDAY 

vnvw.lancasteiplc.conv'shetlicld.'mcr  codes 


privilege 

INSURANCE 
Ba*«  j  s»  n*  *»»  B—  o<  I* 


4 


Si 


01708  861321 

OPEH  MONDAY  10»m-4pm  PH  iHOURS  0<i0  464SDT 

w  ww.lancastorplc.com.  lakeside,  mcrcedcs 


:w«;  Amo.  -94  LT-T.  FSH.  I  m* 
Bine/  Cream  Iniertor,  BO.OOO 
mle.  gXEjqS.  01603  2P919Q  T.  | 


0181  983  4444  ' 

A  HOURS  STEPHEN  PEARCE  C4EB  7CB 
www.lancastcrplc.com'bow.'merccdes 


BESffiap-V-:&S| 

SSMw*'  . 

. .9TEZ7.SK 

E-CLASS  1 

OTTC  Auto  meL  «,  awT  neta.  Bteyt  «S  ■  -«OT 

SSSSft““^*"«f3S 

EOT  Coupri  Auto  Nde,  titoy*.  *»■  r® iSS'S 

BsaTAS#iiieLB*r.eM.7t*retrid^ 

EOT  Etagrema  Auto  met  hdt  3  ihr,  at  iW  JOT  OTOT 
EOT  Awrtgarde  Auto  "£h*j8’j£  «■  *>  -JJ 

BWT  Auto  meL  M.  B  hota.  7  -MT 

OTTE24VAutomBLe.hfet6  7sad8.ttat  «Tm3» 

E30STD  Auto  mu.  •%  ok  (tai  ■■  . ^ 

E300D  Etaffux*  Auto  mat  hit  d*  . . 

EOTT  Auto  mat  «fc.  7  seats,  ofc  ttt 1  ..••-«»  [ 

EOT  Bbmiw  Auto  met  hite.  hfe«fe».ed  471- 

EOT  Btffutca  AM)  tML  hde.  ah.  mfe  ttaJ . ,  .TT  £41, 
■^^SttASS  A  SLs  . 

300SL  21V  Auto  Ms,  air.  ict  8  hobs.  CD  .OTW9SJ 
SLOT  Auto  meL  hda.  net  are.  ed  ■■  v- -■■ 
sua  Auto  (ML  hide,  act  glass  ml.  thLra  -5TI  . 

500SL  Auto  met  hidt  M  lata  «a».aK.ed  £7T  »JOTl 

SLOT  Auto  met  hkfe  attics,  a  hotat  cd  • 

SOT  Odom  Auto  mat  hda.  asp.  ware  -  •  - -w  oaWI 
Ktto  mAhta.8hataS.tte  JBTC4UK1 


,  01473  232232 

f  A; HOURS  02 to  a-3004  OPEN  MOKDtY 
v:ww.lanc«TStC‘Tplc.cctmj'pswi^h.mcrccdoi. 


-  C-CLASS 

caan  ^flEet  Ban  Aaatehtaa.  mush  Wda  -TOT  »JK| 

OflOT  Bag  Est  Iten  Gai  btack.  gray  data,  e  JT  OTOT 
COT  Beg  Ado  MmanSne.  grey  doth,  itt.oto  351 OM® 

1  ^MBaaAutoQrereil*.imreihitta.afcecteiijTmOT 

I  C2BJ  Bag  Auto  Rnby  red.  btadictaft.  ate.  ds.13T  £29995 
E-CLASS 

E2QgT  Aren  Wte^yay  eiom.Mr.reE  fc  -iL*n 

I  E20BT  Beg  Auto  Grew  bX  grey  dodi  its.  nteOTOLEe 

^*BtabtatfegrBy^w*- 
i  H20 Auto Aareht grey datomjfc  /.^"SSlw 

i  SSSffiSSSKU' 

:  assss£ssMS£*«S 

1  “‘““SSSVsii . 

N  OTOSnMtartiMBiMaicnHte.afawrere  ^ 

P  SOT  Btae  bt^Chte*  hide,  dt  «s  . "JlrSw 

f  ^LStaUE  btack  life,  rfe . - 

p  CLOT  Azudta.  mushfoora  hds,  preteonic  . . . .  4n 
M  SSHffl  Azate, mushexun hide, M 6p«  .■■  ■ 

S  OTOUno  Smote  stare. mnh  Wdt  iLedm  ■ -10J 
a  SLOT  BriBM  shw  bM  Bir.  tfc  wx  Eh  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■%  04^6 

iP  SLOT  TbuaiiBhiB.mnshiiaaoijedft  Wt  B  Was  *rE7BOT 

sp  oa  gw  Totfn^w,  Boudirooni  hda.  M*.  B  *ioteB  4T  E/«,»p 
*  blue. hide. AMG wheat  . 

SwaOT are  Mack  Wda.M  spec  . aSTOMOS 


\  01992  514444 

)  A  HOURS  C'2iL'  5195Cfl  OPEN  MONO  AY 

'wwiv.lsncasteiplc.com  hcrtfordimcrce-ci 


on  Begwee  IK  N  Asm  BreDMi,  Astandc  tonawsim.  Fattfl 
mnoB,  13,155  Whs 
Began  Btta196S 

CD  sytem.  8  aiedea,  7,500  «*s  _ 

3EK  24»  W  J  taadre  ItadIWtoxAdoaeL  SdBML  Qtede  tmpBtare 


pyffliBMi  ihhtMNCMh.AitorBEc.  Cntaacortml.  B*Ui.*dw.Fqw 

catareamBsLtehOTwBafeHBaifcBPOTWrpe.3SiiS"*® 

E320  CMriotet  UK  N  taste  BMLffllw.  Ado.  Omde  eartri.  Betealy 
afcBRfcdmHendiiasseiigBtMkBKlialyafeateBeB^fl 
cotouvCO  diregH.  ANG  body  shtatg.**  wvtam ieed!l^9.«lB« 
ESZDEkgamT 

emtowa  EWk  annoUUn  *te 

E300D 1990  ti  Green  BariAjHtto. 

doer  and  presaga  aat,  O*opaedc  ditert  sea.  Heated  tart  MX 

SnBAtoHfcfliimLHeB^  _ 

E220Esltal9KLWtefGre!dofeWcBafclBii6istaaiii,Bec*i:M,n*’Hflt*,c 

ntetMal  rex  Rrertwigttal,  tat  ftv,  VS® 

SLOT  WlK  Btae  BteMaaftet,  Adom*.  teba^Bectoalra^sttitettaw 

W  pbssevi  sals.  R»  did  afe  Bhde  **■ 4UM  ida 
SLOT  I9M  H  ■fiMn4reftjea#i«i  Aatanafe  Ch*  conW.  Onhmaetfc  draws 

Itei»^w±tope.373li*a 

M  preemd  ad  BaagMiiyeidM  com  hDi  a  one  yaraamnfc 
Itao  ad  Em  year  retanded  wnadas  cn  rwjresL 


0181-5297077 

After  Hours  0976  402781  Open  Sunday  11  am-4pm 

www.rdHancelondon.co.uK 


Cut  Cm 

THE  NEW  MERCEDES 

SLK230 

For  Daily  Hire 

Mm  Ftani  348IS  ad  TVR  Ctanma 

.  am  MCtodm  oar  rtob  mmE 

1)7000  MoSST" 


E220 

esuie.  Amo.  95  M.  Imp 
red. Cream  m.  It* 
miles. 

£22^00- 

Tel:  01664  424209 


500SL 

M^pa.jmbk-Sl.tadynnr. 
^«S.  SrefUNrefa*  . 

mem.  ^neertnj/lm:  minor.  */c 

^.r/MaVtorcte^euc-tTVl 

gm.  nris,  FMflSH- 
£41,950 
01745  832 144  (pat). 


500SL 

1990C,bk«/«tec.bbtkl*le. 

FMBSH.  tul  ipcc.  B  Me  jfc»|%  •/L 
|  hemed  memory  man.  rrer  mats.  10 1 
nxkCD.  hnmaafcie  conddon. 

£38,750  omo. 

01608  652690 
0831  332904. 


E300D 

Elegance 
96  (P).  3,000  miles, 
Leattier  interior 

£32,250  ono. 

|  Tel:01704  501446 


C280 

Elegance  saloon,  June  94. 
peart  Blac/blue  doth.  2 
a/bags.  5  spd  anm.  AC, 
8  speaker  raJ/cass. 
16k.  FSH.  Pristine 
£25.750. 


CAR  IB 

On  retention. 
Offers  over 
£7,000. 

01224582465 
01224  626021 


TVR8V 

£3500.  On 
retention. 

Tel: 
0370  266  566 


Tel:  01242  512901  J  |  STS  20 


500SL 


LHD,  91, 33  k,  lonr.dk 
gray  met  Wk  hhr,  10  dsc 
CD.  Cfiff  alrm+imm,  trior, 
alloys,  exed. 


E280 

Begante  Stepteniber 

1996.  only  6900  mdes. 
metalic  green,  boge 
interior,  all  etecrics. 
remote  alarm.  exceDent 
condiwn.  £35.000. 
01502  317783. 
(;ffice  hours-!. 


MERCEDES  WANTED 

1ST  Call  Lancwtn.  Do*lnU«flT 
Brittons  best  Hmcedos  Kmc. 
nS)mM»a33i3.  0831  B447<fe_ 

|  WAVTSD 

nay  mllse  /  coadlHce.  01678 
AAQ413  7  0831  133911  no-  T 
JOHN  WATSON' win  W 

your  cat  Top 

llexcedes-Ben.  Can  Today 
04AB  508490 


£2750. 

TEL: 
0181  6580167 


CNDA 


L5NNY 

£4^50ono. 
Immediate  transfer. 

0191  2855302 


N1  SLK 

On  retention, 

£2,600  ono. 
0141  8897606 
after  8.00pm 


N19  SLK  uStmSS 

Q1Z96  682940- T 


222  BOB 


KA KJiC 


LEN  6 

On  white  Daihatsu 
F  50  Diesel  Jeep. 
£6,000. 

Tel:  01937  572485. 


CENTURY  REGISTRATIONS 

!’()  Iir»x  R< nirm' mouth  P.H11  ^/.l> 


SL500,  S0OSU8L33O.300SL24V 

aaOSLSUh).  Do  !**  toy  An 

BU  Spans  unw 
OtocUshank 

Dbpbn  Ad  «  Call  Oil” 

9331  Today 
E320  Cooyo  A  *98  tete**’ 
HVmu  tSr,  Superb  OMtolrton. 
Gnat  WM  41000  toitos 
(5z£SO  Cwlrtjnok  0117 
9t*  P331 


E200 

Avam  Garde  N  Reg.  Black 
green,  leakher.  amo,  endsc. 
stereo,  folding  minora, 
alannAmraobfliser.  19k. 
FMBSH.  As  new.  C8JOO- 

Tel:  01142  555999 
04190  19242 


Stephen  James 

Mercedes  500SL  93K 
Blue  Black  with  Grey 

Lthr.  A?C,  Rear  Seat,  6 
Hole  Alloys,  E/Seats 
with  Memory,  FSH, 
53,000  miles 

£49.995 

Cali  Matthew  Cooper 
0131  367  2626mc.,-au 
0860  855850  «i !.«■* 


i.trfn  Ivory,  cream  leather 

jlstcfloe  MierriceWnayl 

every  ceocetvable  ezm  - 

loo  many  to  Ifad 


AMG 


4 


i  © 


* 


Specialists  in 

Mercedes-Benz 
Sendee,  Repairs  & 

Automatic  Gearboxes 

<& 

0181  795  1055 

Wembley.  Middtese* 


Mercedes 

OWNERS 


from  £170 

01179294971 

Office  Hours 


SJ.  60  remawfac  LHJ> 'WO. 
CMtf  sees,  rap  «P«*d  |S5  mpn. 
i  388  BHP  Every  cwucervaNe 
ooudo.  FMBSH,  only  39k  mis. 
Thtarttewnnena1  car  cost  over 

1  £ 100.000  new  aslcnig  pnee 

£50X00. 

0171  289  2165/ 

0031  654  250237. 


CaMBeMM 
m  rufl.  stared  MetaEw  W“*" 
Btack.  any  tototwr.  CO 
reoetnc  minora  a 
windows.FMBSa  30.000 
miles 

£18.500 


C180 

Elegance  auto 
midni^u  blue  64K 
FSH  1994L  supeiti. 
rear  spoiler  £14^50. 
01283  791 874/ 
0370774798. 

|  KS 

|B54  ABT.X1150 

llC0AET..J900 

■  TZ7ACF ..  X800 
■me ADO  XT75D 
1*82  ADG  X1 190 

■  S31AFD..X80B 

■  AFP1Y...X750 

osmcT-xm 

G2  DUa .  ■  HOT 

905  WN  41360 
H7D0N  .-X7W 
72SDPO.XB9D 
DR6OT  .43950 

anm  J30SO 

US  0041  ■  X1490 
DT2237  .11800 

HVU4..JB9S 
116 HOD  .JOT 
13  HOT  .1550 
nun  ..JOT 
60901  .1990 
*1919. .11390 
HU  5079  ..JOT 
316 HUT  .JOT 

2 KID  ...11800 
B2KJE...X400 
372  OK  .  sssn 
Win  7  .  .12400 
4347  RD.  .Sm 

rm  M> .  moo 

9942  KP  .ma 

IH9BS. 11350 
turn  .  .  .0450 
HSI4JU  ..J390 
UK  5631 .  J2250 
IBM  S3. 11990 
mown  12650 
U10ODY  HOT 

|a0UM  XI 480 
IaLBBIY  -X390 

Iaitgaa  .  .xaoo 

100TO.  HOT 

DV  7739  .11650 
93EDY0..J3OO 

|  MOST  ONLY  EtW9  | 

_  — 1  l  MW ALY  ..JOT 

wm 

GE  ... .125000 

r^TRNYl  YOUR  INITIALS  |U4MEXj 

-  IW(n(«niN"i"ri  - - - 

J9ROQ1  PREFIX  +  1-20  U«”SJ 


RUM  FOR  THE  VH1Y  BEST  PRICES 
ON  THESE  BRAND  NEW  W-AT*® 

Nurribers  shmm  aie  e»amptes  '?nly 
All  vibiea  io  VAT/DOT  Fey'A««mihiv 


PLATES  WANTED  NOW 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  CASH  PURCHASE 

Mi  QMHJESS  &SUFRX  PLATCS  REQIMRBD 

eg-flBC123.408  262W,BJM4V 

not  in  a  hurry  7 

COMMISSION  SALES  ALSO  AVAILABLE 
Ring  us  today  for  your  FREE  mitten 
quotation  with  no  obligation 


iftisnT  .xt«i 
19PM  -.1330 
IPKBHO.JOTQ 
604  PM*  moo 
HUPW  -OTO 
PNOB8S  -SOSO 
ST7PO..X185D 
PPB«..XaiH 
BIG P80  -XBOO 
ID  PS  ...XWO 
PS38Z7  .  J22M 
pgl  ...JEEM 
PTDtB7  .  flSSB 
PTF307  ..  JSOO 
PU2m  ..X8» 
BIB  PUB  £MDD 
Bis  put  mas 
pv  9162  .nao 

B11PVX..XW 

xpwsu.mo 
iDDpr.  xcao 
PV8«S.n4S0 

PYAB82 . .  X7S0 

BIG  PTE  .iMO 


.JOT 


0181 874  5433 
0836275751 


C220D 

Auto,  blue/beige, 
esr,  FMBSH,  1995. 

excellent  condition, 

high  mileage,  hence 

£16.300. 

Tel.  01908691450 


560  SEC 

88Freg. 

beige  seals,  full  spec,  n/s 
in  df  «w*  new.  1  owner, 
FMBSH. 

£18,000 

0162824788. 


IU  HOW  .X750 
BIG  HOW  JOT 
iniFFY  .Jrtia 
HUSH  .JOTO 
HT76SC  .12250 
HVD7  .. J2E50 
GW....nK0 

94IK...JCT 

■a 

KHMAA  .. 

BIB  NAP - 

iBFia.mw 
MCM130  .JOT 

11NE...43NI 
WELL  . .  J3G00 
A320NEW  XBSQ 
9TON0..JOT 
MGD7B  .  X2SS0 
NH«17.J22Sa 
20IW...JOT8 

25NM...X*a» 

KEWW  -X70B 
him  ire  -TOT 

N1ALS  ..S3— 
higb-w  n 
H11KKK..J — 

HUB  544  JM1D0 

904  IMF  ‘ 

wans .— 

HOY  1  ..XOSO 
nov  53  naa 

NS  540  .  JT19B0 
KSV3SO.-OTO 
SMNTD..X7D0 
HTNB7..~ 

9NY - S 

0 

032S5  ..  J34BG 
B16DD8  .non 
K1SOFF  n400 
OGASU.JXSra 
OUG29  ..1850 
DP  A  725  .XSB 
DRV  S3  .ITS) 
1OU...X21000 


BHRAP 
HAFSG8  . 
HATSSD* 

SBBA  -J - 

S9TRHW  nW 
S58RBU  XI 490 
REF  en  ..0350 
52  REX  ..£700 
RFOH9..JOT 
BFO  751 . .  XJ30 
RW4  ...OMO 

5TRKL .  .XTT50 

RME9Z7.X22M 
BHV510  .X700 
nM32T  O10B 
RHY2J5..JOT 
DO  2709. OOT 
HB4R0..XOT 

merer  .jot 
toe  sir  .JOT 
B16R0L  .JOT 
ES6MH  .JUS e 


T2  .... XB950 
TA73S5  .  X1B0B 
42  TAB.  ..JOT 
BHTAF..XM 
TAG  7*  ■ -JOT 
TAX  *7  -£3000 

TAXE88-OHB 

4TAY  ...JOTS 
IBP  BU.. JOT 
TBH1 ...  JS960 
AT TCE  -JOT 

TW907..JW 
TPS  64.  .XI  ESI 
tows  .'. Xzaoo 
TW2S..XI9M 
TFO370  ..  J75D 
TGL1  ...  JOTS 
TH05T  ..JOT 
TMB..OTI 

TJGM.XWB 

TKC5B . .  XlOT 
MW..» 
nen— J»5 
U2TLG  -JOT 

436  TWO  XTSO 
TUS 9X  ... 

TOY  ....J - 

S12TPE..JOT 

491PG..X1OT 
TPHT2..X2OT 
221  TPM  .  OBOB 
5MTHB.XI2S8 
TTH37S  ..XEBB 
74BTTT..JOT 
IUB15..X2850 
TUF1E ..  XAIM 
B16TUF..  JOT 
TUI  HOT. JOT 
TWI 249X- 1450 
TWA2  ..J345B 
TYT462  . .  X7S0 

,  El 

7260  UA  . .  JOT 
laGBUG..xian 
UHA1B0  X1OT 
UBGS...JOT 
UU0M4  .X450 


HOOS  .EOT 
ML711L..C800 
(WOTMB.EMO 
BBMH..Cnul 
upnGm.aao 

2MHWRSOO 

FOB  IBS  SI  SOU 

BT7PW..IES0 

UTPKjcusa 


7NG74B  -CBW 
(HUMS?) 
BEBteBBUS 
BQUBC..E2JS 
4H9Ui.tere 

MHff...09<]| 

ausu.sca 

KW  *00..  1760 
Ta.7WK-«SOO 
U6J  art..  5375 
ULP  q. . .  C7SO 

wnw^E 


8EAN^ 

Tut  0121 


777  ELCiT'ft 

R7QR77 


M  on  Mitow  ia 

JEL  77  fMSlly  40  y«n 

“Mi  war  OA°0  „  mnnit-l 

_ Tul:  01625  820843. 


A8JM 

WB810B 


ADB1M 
AXIL  733 
410  ADU 


»ZR 

27NHD 


tfflW 

Bren 


RtSStol 

RUB  91 


BAG 


JMTBE 

JHU 


B7MAR 
nUMT 
on  max 


AM  672 
MOM 
MU11 
WAS 
HAW 
1 ASJ 
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CAR  97 


Mercedes  launches  the  car  so  smart  you  no  longer  need  a  back-seat  driver,  reports  Vaughan - _ 

E-Class  swot  with  all  the  answers 


MERCEDES-i 


:-class 


Engine  V6 18-valve  3.2-litre  petrol  producing  224bhp 
atS600rpm  through  five-speed  automatic  transmission. 
Performance  Top  speed  I50mph,  MOmph  in  less 
than  8  seconds. 

Economy:  183mpg  in  town.  37 .7mpg  out  of  town, 
27.4mpg  overall. 

Equipment  Radio.  Brake  Assist,  anti-lock  brakmg. 
airhapg  for  driver  and  front-seat  passenger,  seatbelt 
pre-tensioners,  side  airbags.  child-«at  recognition  (this 
identifies  when  a  child  seat  is  in  the  front  passenger  seat 
and  disarms  the  airbag  which  might  otherwise  cause  . 
injury  in  an  accident). 

Price  £40,000  (ESP  option  £846  extra). 


If  the  new  Mercedes  E- 
Class  were  a  schoolboy, 
it  would  be  one  of  those 
dever-dogs  who  always 
does  their  homework,  knows 
all  the  answers,  and  brings  an 
apple  foT  teacher. 

Loaded  with  technology,  the 
E-Class,  which  goes  on  sale 
this  month  seems,  like  the 
classroom  swot,  to  have  most 
of  the  answers. 

Strangely,  it  has  taken 
Mercedes  more  than  a  century 
to  answer  one  of  the  most 
basic  questions  posed  by  cus¬ 
tomers;  after  more  than  a 
hundred  years  in  business. 
Mercedes-Benz  has  finally 
provided  a  radio  as  standard. 

fr  has  also  done  away  with 
that  irritating  piece  of  pocket¬ 
tearing  technology,  the  car 
key.  Instead,  drivers  gets  a 
wedge-shaped  piece  of  technol¬ 
ogy  known  as  the  ELCODE 
which  uses  radio  and  infra-red 
beams  to  dial  to  the 
cart  computer  brain. 

■  ELCODE  (Electro- 
me  Code  System)  al- 
lows  owners  to  unlock  ■Eapi 
just  one  door,  all  the 
doors,  or  doors,  win- 
dows  and  sunroof, 

-  from  a  distance  so 
that  the  car  can  be  cooled 
down  on  hot  days  before 
climbing  in.  And  it  makes  a 
serious  stab  at  trying  to  put  car 
thieves  out  of  business. 

When  the  wedge  is  inserted 
into  tiie  ignition  slot,  the  car  is 
able  to  interrogate  it  to  make 
sure  it  is  the  right  one  before 
the  engine  is  started.  The  key 
and  car  even  play  a  high-tech 
version  of  University  Chall¬ 
enge,  and  set  each  other 
advanced  mathematical  prob¬ 
lems  which  must  be  answered 
correctly  before  the  car  agrees 
to  start.  All  of  this  takes  just 
half  a  second  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  key  has  been  inserted 

into  the  ignition  slot 
While  ELCODE  will  do 
much  to  thwart  the  thief,  the 
E-Class  also  features  the  new 
Brake  Assist  System  as  stan¬ 
dard,  which  recognises  when 
the  driver  is  braking  for  an 
emergency-  and  appties  full 
braking  pressure  to  reduce 
braking  distances  by  up  to  45 
percent 

Brake  Assist  is  supported  by 
the  Electronic  Stability  Pro¬ 
gramme,  which  allows  drivers 
whose  ability  falls  far  short  of 
their  ego,  to  drive  safely. 

The  ESP'S  on-board  sensors 
constantly  monitor  the  car’s 
speed  and  direction;  when  it 
detects  that  the  car  is,  for 
example,  going  into  a  corner 
too  quickly  .or  starting  to  skid, 
it  automatically  reduces  power 
to  the  engine  or  applies  the 
brakes  to  one  or  more  wheels, 
overriding  what  the  driver  is 
.  doing.  The  system,  which  I 
tried  on  the  ice  and  snow  of 


ROADTEST 


mountainous  roads  in  Austria, 
is  quite  extraordinary. 

Since  the  car  does  not  know 
whether  or  not  the  driver  is  on 
a  cliff  edge  when  he  is  about  to 
lose  control,  the  system  as¬ 
sumes  the  worst  and  kicks  in 
abruptly.  But  it  works  incredi¬ 
bly  well,  stopping  skids  and 
slides  on  snow  which,  without 
ESP,  would  have  had  the  car 
pirouetting  out  of  control 

Head  of  E-Class  develop¬ 
ment,  Dr  Bemd  Harioff  says: 
“With  ESP,  sensors  register 
tiie  speed  of  the  wheels  ana  the 
steering  angle,  as  well  as  the 
yawing  movement  of  the  vehi¬ 
cle,  plus  lateral  acceleration 
and  brake  pressure. 

“A  microcomputer  uses  this 
data  to  compute  continuously 


Electronic  wedge  replaces 
ignition  key — and  talks 
to  the  car's  security  system 

the  maximum,  permissible 
speed  for  the  selected  driving 
direction,  and  corrects  driving 
errors  and  skidding  and  slid¬ 
ing  tendencies  duerto  icy  or  wet 
conditions,  loose  drippings  or 
other  adverse  conditions  in 
whidi  the  driver  would  nor¬ 
mally  have  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  keeping  his  vehicle  on 
course." 

Though  the  E-Class  is 
loaded  with  systems 
and  initials,  the  key  to 
the  car  is  the  new  25- 
litre  and  3.2-litre  V6  petrol 
engines,  whidi  improve  fuel 
consumption  by  up  to  13  per 
cent  and  double  the  normal 
9,000-mile  service  intervals. 
The  platinum  spark  plugs 
(there  are  two  to  each  cylin¬ 
der),  only  need  to  be  changed 
every  60,000km. 

The  car  feels  completely 
secure  on  the  move,  and  the  V6 
engine,  50kg  lighter  than  cur¬ 
rent  E-Class  engines,  is 
smoothly  unobtrusive  and 
matched  to  the  automatic 
transmission.  It  makes  for 
relaxed  motoring  —  even 
when  hopelessly  lost  on  a  test 
drive,  the  ease  of  driving,  the 
unflustered  V6  engine  and 

automatic  gearbox  combina¬ 
tion  provided  a  soothing  anti¬ 
dote  for  escalating  “where-are- 
we"  panic. 


DR  DASHBOARD 


[7*=T]  So  these  intelligent 
lvl  brakes  think  more 
quickly  than  a  driver. 
What  about  the  one  behind 
in  the  banger  whidi  has 
just  scraped  its  MoT? 

rr~i  He  shouldn't  be  driv- 
l/Vl  ing  too  dose.  The 
Highway  Code  stopping 
distances  are  based  on  an 
average  car  and  average 
driver.  The  average  car  on 
Britain's  roads  is  about 
seven  years  old. 

[7^1  That  means  that  most 
iVI  of  os  don’t  have  a  cat 
in  heirs  chance  of  stopping 
as  quickly  as  an  BCtass. 
Would  my  Insurance  com¬ 
pany  understand  if  1  hit  the 
back  of  one  in  an  emergen¬ 
cy  stop? 

S  There's  absolutely  no 
reason  why  they 
should.  The  distance  be¬ 
tween  cars  has  to  be  based 
on  how  long  it  might  take 
the  following  car  to  stop. 
The  stopping  power  of  the 
par  in  front  is  immaterial. 
You  need  to  be  able  io  brake 
to  a  standstill  even  if  the  car 
in  front  stops  dead. 

[7>1  But  Whenever  I  try 
IVcl  leaving  that  sort  of 
gap  on  the  motorway 
someone  dives  into  it 

What  should  1  do? 


SDrop  back.  We're  talk¬ 
ing  about  safety  here, 
not  about  feeling  hard  done 
by  because  others  want  to 
drive  dangerously.  Tail- 
gating  is  one  of  the  worst 
habits  among  British  driv¬ 
ers.  Look  at  the  carnage  in 
the  fog  last  month.  In 
America,  driving  too  dose  is 
a  specific  offence. 

[7T[  So  instead  of  making 
cars  brake  more 
quickly,  why  don't  they  try 
to  keep  cars  the  right 
distance  apart? 
nr]  Funnyyou  should  ask 
1AI  that  The  Prometheus 
project,  whidi  is  backed  by 
■  many  major  manufactur¬ 
ers.  is  already  working  on  a 
collision-avoidance  system. 

iTxl  You  mean  it  stops yoa 
from  getting  too  dose 
to  the  car  in  front? 

Hfredsehr.  It  uses  a 
form  of  radar  which 
measures  the  distance  be¬ 
tween  vehicles.  If  it  senses 
the  gap  dosing  it  will  either 
apply  the  brakes  or  lift  the 
throttle  automatically  to 
maintain  a  safe  distance. 
No  one  is  saying  how  soon 
it  will  appear  on  a  produc¬ 
tion  car,  but  given  the  speed 
at  whidi  technology  moves, 
watch  this  space. 


New  E-Class  keeps  ova^enthusiastic 


SHORTEST  STOPPING  DISTANCES 

9m  thinking  distance  14m  braking  distance 


9m  dtatBne* 


ic  drivers  off  skid  row  with  an  intelligent  system  of  sensors  that  applies  the  brakes  before  the  car  is  cornered  too  fast  for  the  conditions 


Mercado* 


Total  13m 


50mph  . 

15m  thinking  distance 


15m  thinking  distance 


70mph 

21  m  thinking  distance 

21m  thinking  distance 


A  recipe  for  countless  rear-end 
shunts  it  might  seem,  but 
Mercedes-Benz  insists  that  its 
new  device,  which  gives  motorists 
the  reactions  of  a  jet-fighter  pilot,  is 
not  part  of  a  plot  to  boost  sales  of 
their  rear  bumpers  and  boot  lids. 

Drivers  .of  the  new  E-Class  saloon  ■ 
from  Mercedes  will  be  able  to  stop 
faster  than  anyone  else  on  the  road 
thanks  to  its  Brake  Assist  System. 
Mercedes  claims  the  system  reduces 
braking  distances  by  up  to  45  per 
cent  to  ensure  that  the  child,  dog  or 
cat  that  steps  out  unexpectedly  in 
front  of  you  has  a  far  better  chance 
of  surviving. 

The  problem  is,  what  happens  to 
the  drivers  behind? 

The  German  manufacturer  came 
up  with  the  idea  after  research  found 
that  in  90  per  cent  of  emergencies, 
when  the  brakes  had  to  be  applied 
.fast,  hard  and  consistently,  drivers 
either  did  not  hit  the  brakes  hard 
enough,  did  not  keep  the  pressure  on 
for  long  enough,  or  were  hesitant 
about  their  braking. 

.  Dr  Bemd  Harioff,  head  erf  E-Class 
development,  says:  “We  are  the  fast 
manufacturer  in  the  world  to  use  the 
I  Brake  Assist  System,  whidi  cuts 


38m  braking  distance 


THE  INTELLIGENT  BRAKE 


HOW  BRAKE-ASSIST  WORKS 

@A  travel  sensor  dotacts  av*ry .  - - 

movement  of  ttw»  diaphragm 
between  the  brake  servo  chambers 

®By  constantly  comparing  — 
data,  the  microcomputer 
detects  instantly  when 
the  brake  pedal  has  been 
pressed  taster  than 
normal  In  an  emergency. 

It  activates  the  solenoid  f 

valve,  Instantly  ventilating  \ 

the  rear  chamber  to  apply  < 

lull  brake  pressure  I 


.IflghiwayOod* 
Total  53m 


©Pressure  Is  transmitted 
by  the  pedal  to  the 
brides  servo,  or  brake 
booster,  which  consists 
of  two  chambers  (the 
work  chamber  end 
vacuum  chamber) 
separated  by  e  floodble 
diaphragm 


oodoo, 


As  soon  as  the 
v-/  driver  takes  a  f 


75m  braking  distance 


"  i"  ~r'~-  ■-  \ 


:'v-  .  ,.■  »  .  •  \ 


32m  braking  distance 


brske-ssatsted  | 
Total  5am 


1-fighwayCode 
Total  86m 


The  mechanical 
control  valve  in 
the  brake  servo  la 
opened,  so  air 
rushes  Into  tits 
vacuum  chamber 


Vaughan  Freeman  on  Mercedes’  new  state-of-the-art  stopper 

For  crises:  an  even  brake 


emergency  braking  distances  by  up 
to  45  per  cent  from  a  speed  of  lOOkph 
(62mph). 

“Brake  Assist  goes  into  action 
when  the  driver  steps  on  the  brake 
pedal  too  hesitantly  or  too  gently  in  a 
critical  situation.  In  this  event  the 
maximum  brake  power  boost  is 
developed  automatically  in  fractions 
of  a  second.” 

By  continually  examining  data 
from  the  system’s  pedal -trawl  sen¬ 
sor,  Brake  Assist  is  able  to  recognise 
when  the  brake  pedal  is  operated  at 
a  speed  which  exceeds  the  normal 
limits.  It  then  concludes  that  an 
emergency  braking  situation  has 
arisen  and  assists  the  driver  in  the 
proposed  emergency  stop. 

“Our  scientists  found  that  almost 
all  drivers  step  on  the  brake  unusu¬ 
ally  quickly  when  a  critical  situation 
arises,”  says  Dr  Harioff. 

In  effect,  the  system  identifies  an 


emergency  by  “learning"  the  driv¬ 
er’s  usual  driving  habits,  and  reacts 
when  in  an  emergency  the  brake 
pedal  is,  understandably,  pressed 
much  faster  than  usual. 

Brake  Assist  measures  the  speed 
at  which  the  brake  pedal  is  de¬ 
pressed  using  a  pedal-travel  sensor 
whidi  monitors  every  use  of  the 
brake  pedal.  When  the  pedal  is 
pressed  quickly  enough  to  indicate 
an  emergency,  a  solenoid  valve  is 
triggered  whidi  ventilates  one  of  the 
chambers  in  the  brake  booster  and 
full  brake  pressure  is  instantly 
applied. 

In  practice,  when  testing  the 
system  in  rainy  and  near  freezing 
conditions,  BAS  responds  in  an 
unfussed  manner.  In  non-emergen¬ 
cy  conditions,  without  the  instanta¬ 
neous  surge  of  adrenalin  that  an 
impending  crash  triggers,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  make  die  Brake  Assist 


kick  in  since  the  braking  foot  seems 
unable  to  move  fast  enough. 

Given  the  right  simulated  emer¬ 
gency  conditions  however,  with  a 
barrier  dropped  in  front  of  the  car 
without  warning  on  a  test  strip,  BAS 
comes  to  the  rescue  without  any 
major  alarm  as  it  intervenes. 


What  is  apparent  is  the 
noticeably  reduced  stop¬ 
ping  distance,  and  at 
lOOkph  (62m ph)  the  the  car  takes  as 
little  as  40  metres  to  come  to  a  halt — 
dose  to  half  the  Highway  Code's  73 
metres  shortest  braking  distance  for 
a  60mph  stop. 

Normally,  such  rapid  braking 
would  mean  an  instant  skid,  but  as 
well  as  Brake  Assist  as  standard  on 
the  E-Class,  anti-lock  braking  is 
provided,  which  prevents  skids  and 
ensures  that  the  car  can  still  be 
steered  without  loss  of  control 


driver  takes  a  foot 
off  the  brake 
pedal  the  release 
switch  closes  the 
solenoid  vahra 


If  the  driver  touches  the  \ 
brake  pedal  lightly,  the  'vA m 
pressure  difference  between  \1 
the  two  chambers  remains 
low  and  the  braking  effect 
Is  correspondingly  weak. 

Full  braking  power  Is  obtained 
when  the  rear  chamber  Is  fully 
opened  by  the  brake  pedal 
being  pushed  right  down 

Sounx:  Metuodm-Benz/Wgtrway  Code 

In  the  long  run,  as  well  as  fitting 
the  system  to  other  cars  in  its  range, 
Mercedes-Benz  intends  to  licence 
BAS  so  that  it  will  be  available  to 
other  manufacturers. 

But  if  your  car  is  the  one  stopping 
quickest  in  the  M25’s  outside  fane  in 
an  emergency,  doesn't  that  mean 
that  everyone  behind  will  end  up 
smashing  into  your  blazing  brake 
lights? 

Mercedes-Benz  spokesman  John 
Evans  says  not  “When  disc  brakes 
were  first  introduced,  those  cars 
which  were  the  first  to  be  fitted  with 
them  were  able  to  stop  more  quickly 
than  those  fitted  with  drum  brakes, 
and  when  anti-kick  braking  systems 
were  first  fitted,  ABS  cars  could  stop 
faster. 

“The  number  of  rear-end  crashes- 
did  not  soar  when  disc  brakes  were 
introduced,  but  what  they  did  offer 
when  they  were  first  introduced  was 
massively  shorter  stopping  dis¬ 
tances,”  argues  Evans. 

“We  do  not  envisage  a  problem  of 
numerous  rear-end  collisions  with 
Brake  Assist  What  we  will  have  is 
E-Class  drivers  and,  of  course,  other 
road  users,  who  will  be  much  safer, 
and  able  to  stop  more  quickly." 


CLK-GTR  is  a  development  of  the  new  CLK  coup*.  It  will  compete  in  the  international  FIA  GT  scries  have  to  cost  less  than  $1  million  each. 


MERCEDES-BENZ  LAUNCHES  GT  RACER 


■  The  revival  of  GT  racing,  one  of  the  most  spectacular  forms  of 
motorsport,  continues  apace.  Most  recent  entrant  is  Mercedes-Benz  who 
this  week  unveiled  the  CLK-GTR  a  racing  development  of  the  soon-to-be- 
Iaunched  CLK  coupS  which  has  been  produced  in  cooperation  with  the  AMG 
tuning  company.  It  will  compete  in  the  new  international  FIA  GT  Series  for 
sportscar  raring.  It  carries  a6.9  litre  V12  engine  producing  560bhp.  It  has  been 
developed  from  the  plant  that  powers  the  company’s  S-Class  limousine  in 
conjunction  with  the  Bnnsh-based  Ilmor  company,  which  also  provides  the 
Mercedes  engines  for  McLaren  Formula  One  cars. 

■  The  car  had  itefirst  test  last.  week,  mainly  in  the  hands  of  Bemd 
.Schneider,  the  1995  German  Touring  Car  champion,  and  is  said  to  have 
met  all  performance  targets.  It  is  likely  to  make  its  race  debut  at  the  first  FIA 
meeting  at  Hockenheun,  Germany  next  weekend.  The  car  is  in  the 
tradition  of  the  famous  gull-wing  Mercedes  300SL.  which  dominated  sports 

SMS  ^  ^-taking  on  entries  from  Porsche.  Lotus. 
Ferrari.  Nissan  and  others.  To  qualify  for  the  international  series  the  company 
has  to  make  at  feast  one  road-going  car  of  the  same  design.  The  chances  are  it 
wtil  make  a  hmit^  senes  of  ten  or  50,  and  to  comply  with  regulations  they  will 
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THOUSANDS  MORE  AVAILABLE. 

CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED. 
FREE  QUOTES.  NO  OBLIGATION. 


7}lcTfUi  &  e*  j£td 
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Kevin  Eason  on  our  BTCC  team’s  strong  start 


—  now  they  just  need  better  luck,  more  gnp  and  less  debris 


‘The  first 
two  races 
showed 
how  good 
the  Volvos 
looked’ 


Despite  our  logo  on  the  car,  they  wouldnt  let  us  peek 


This  will  do  nothing  to 
convince  customers 
about  Volvo's  service 
schedules:  for  when 
Rickard  Rydell  needed  a  new 
engine  in  his  S40,  it  took  the 
mechanics  minutes  instead  of 
days. 

Rydell  discovered  that  the 
slings  and  debris  of  outra¬ 
geous  fortune  can  cost  dear  in 
motor  racing  on  his  first 
outing  in  the  British  Touring 
Car  Championship  for  the 
TWR  Volvo  team,  whose 
progress  is  being  followed  this 
year  by  CAR  97. 

The  fabulous  Volvo  S40s 
started  the  weekend  looking 
unbeatable  with  Rydell,  the 
team’s  lead  driver,  posting 


record  practice  times  on  the 
Donington  circuit. 

On  race  day  though.  Rydell 
and  teammate  Kelvin  Burt 
discovered  just  what  their 
Formula  One  rivals,  Williams, 
had  up  their  sleeves  with  the 
■  Renault  Lagunas  —  which 
won  both  the  first  rounds. 

In  race  one.  Fydell  was  hard 
on  the  heels  of  race  leader. 
Alain  Menu,  and  Renault 
teammate.  Jason  Plato,  when 
everything  went  wrong.  Sud¬ 
denly  a  secure  third  place 
turned  to  nothing  when  Plato* 
Laguna  flicked  track  debris 
into  Rydell’S  radiator.  Half  a 
lap  from  the  finish,  Rydell’S 
engine  gave  up. 

That  gave  the  pit  crew  less 


TWR  Volvo  tram  driver  Kelvin  Burt  readies  for  the  race. 


Interior  shows  how  his  Volvo  is  no  family  saloon  -  the  engine  tuning  includes  tricks  that  are  kept  strictly  secret 


than  two  hours  to  whip  out  the 
remnants  of  Rydell’S  race  en¬ 
gine  and  put  in  another  for  the 
second-round  race. 

Forget  the  idea  that  this  five- 
cylinder  two-litre  is  just  like 
the  one  you  have  in  the  family 
Volvo  at  home  though;  the 
taring  S40s  have  300bhp 
'  available  to  generate  neck- 
breaking  acceleration,  thanks 
to  clever  tinkering  by  TWR*s 


engineers.  They  take  a  normal 
family  five-<ylinder  and  create 
a  lightweight  power  pack  that 
generates  loads  of  power  but 
also  costs  a  fortune;  nobody 
could  say  how  much  but  you 
wouldn’t  want  to  pay  the  pnce 
for  your  family  estate  car. 

•  So  secret  is  their  tuning  trick 
that  even  we  —  CAR  97,  which 
has  The  Time s*  logo  on  the  S40 
—  were  not  allowed  to  see  the 


Now  w 


ve  have  your  attention,  we'd  like 


to  point  out  that  most  DVLA  personalised  registrations 
are  available  from  the  all  inclusive  price  above. 


Forgive  us  for  being  so  loud  but.  First  choose  a  prefix  letter  and  one 
the  fact  is,  an  attention  grabbing  DVLA  of  our  special  numbers.  Then  add 
personalised  registration  could  be  yours  any  3  letters,  except  I,  Q  and  Z,  to 

for  a  lot  less  than  you  might  think,  form  your  own  unique  registration. 
Our  prices,  inclusive  of  VAT  and  Experience  the  thrill  of  bargain 
an  £80  assignment  fee  start  from  hunting  without  leaving  your  chair, 
lust  £250  except  for  F  and  B  prefixes  Call  the  DVLARegistration  Hotline 


engine  changeover.  That  is 
kept  strictly  under  wraps  in 
case  of  leaks  to  other  teams 
desperate  to  replicate  Volvo's 
increasing  BTCC  success.  In¬ 
stead.  the  pit  garage  .doors 
came  down  while  the  mechan¬ 
ics  worked  furiously. 

Meanwhile,  Kelvin  Burt,  in 
the  second  Volvo,  was  cele¬ 
brating  third  place  after 
Rydell’S  demise,  but  com¬ 
plained  of  a  lack  of  grip  that 
dogged  both  drivers. 

That  they  should  fret  the 
only  worrying  was  among  the 
rest  of  the  field,  for  this  first 
I  BTCC  weekend  showed  how 
good  die  Williams-prepared 
Renaults  and  TWR  Volvos 
looked  against  the  opposition. 

Only  Honda’s  Ac¬ 
cords,  turned  out 
by  Prodrive,  the 
team  based  in ‘Ban¬ 
bury.  Oxfordshire,  which 
makes  Colin  McRae’s  Subaru 
tally  car,  looked  fast  enough 
for  a  fight. 

In  the  second  round,  the 
Renaults  and  Volvos  again 
tore  away  from  the  field, . 
though  Jason  Plato  went  off, 
leaving  Rydell  to  come  in  three 
seconds  behind  Menu.  Burt 
could  only  manage  ninth,  still 
plagued  by  a  Lack  of  grip. 

So  it  is  back  to  the  drawing 
board  for  TWR’s  experts, 
though  they  believe  the  next 
round  at  Silverstone  could  tell 
a  much  different  story.  The 
Volvos  are  powerful  and  well- 
prepared  and  every  race 
brings  a  new  set  of  data  to  tell 
the  engineers  where  to  find 
another  ounce  of  power. 

Then,  with  a  little  more  luck 
and  less  debris,  Rydell  and 
Burt  could  take  their  first  win. 

BTCC  Drivers’ 

Championship  table:  I,  Alain 
Menu,  30  points:  2 ,  Jason 
Plato,  14;  3,  Kelvin  Burt,  John 
Bintdiffe  (Audi)  and 
Rickard  Rydell  12. 
Manufacturers’  table: 

Renault  30pts ;  2,  Volvo,  24;  3, 
Audi,  I8;4,  Nissan,  14;S. 
Honda,  13  Next  race  at 
Silverstone  on  April  20. . 
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Anxious  moments  with  the  pit  crew  as  the  team  waits  to  show  Burt  how  he  is  doing 
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Volvo's  strength  shows  in  Rickard  Rydell's  grid  position,  left.  Burt  takes  third  prize 


Classic  gathering  hits  the  roads 


which  start  from  only  £399. 
Prefixes  A,  B  and  H  with 
numbers  1-20,  or  J,  K,  L,  hi, 
N  and  P  with  all  53  special 
numbers  are  available. 


Driver  and  Vehicle  _  .  . 

Licensing  Agency  Monday  to  irnday. 

0181 200  6565 - 


quoting  Ref:  T0504,  with 
your  cheque  book.  Visa  or 
MasterCard  handy.  Lines 
are  open  8.00am  to  5-30pm 


_  _  «  vhUR  INTENTION  TO  mis -space  or  misrepresent  your  registration  in  ANY  way,  do 

Mf-vr  ni  TY  All  numbers  shown  and  the  examples  used  are  for  illustrative  purposes  only.  DVLA  reserves  the  right 
thhold  certain  registrations,  some  of  which  may  be  offered  for  sale  at  auction.  Numbers  are  sold  subject  to 
of  Registration  Marks  Regulations.  Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  prior  ^ 

016  i*"r.  ^—mUirtations  outside  the  scope  of  this  DVLA  sales  scheme  are  not  mm 

notice.  Finn  re  comDina'*016  u  .  .....  ..  ..  .  the  department 

gj,]  Registrations  cannot  be  used  to  make  a  vehicle  look  younger  than  it  is-  or  tkanstout 


■  ONE  OF  the  widest  selections  of  classic  cars  to  be  seen  on 
the  roads  sets  off  from  111711X100  race  circuit  near  Andover, 
Hampshire,  on  Friday  April  18  for  the  Haynes  -Publishing 
Two-Day  Classic.  The  475-mile  non-competitive  event  has 
attracted  a  capacity  entry  of  330  cars  for  a  scenic  and  historic 
tour  of  the  West  Country.  Oldest  car  in  the  field  is  the  1926 
Bentley  3-litre  of  John  Bond-Smith  from  Oxfordshire.  At  the 
other  end  of  the  field  Aston  Martin,  Ferrari.  Porsche,  Jaguar 
and  Triumph  from  the  1970s  are  ail  represented.  Haynes 
Motor  Museum  in  SparkfonJ,  Somerset,  hosts  the  Friday 
overnight  stop  and  displays  a  fabulous  collection  of  other 
historic  vehicles.  Further  details  from  01963  440804. 

■THE  CLOSING  date  for  entries  to  77ie  Times  Lease  Plan 
Company  Car  Driver  of  the  Year  competition,  our  annual 
search  for  Britain’s  best  company  car  driver,  has  been 
extended  to  April  11.  Entries  are  invited  from  teams  of  three 
who  drive  a  company  car  or  other  vehicle  as  part  of  their 
remuneration.  Entrants  must  be  over  24  and  have  the 
backing  of  (heir  fleet  manager.  First  prize  is  a  trip  for  two  to 
the  Portuguese  Grand  Prix.  Details  of  regional  heats,  the 
Silverstone  finals  and  entry  forms  can  be  obtained  from 
Lease  Plan  01753  797284. 


Classics  from  the  1920s  to  the  1970s  meet  at  Thruxton 

■  MITSUBISHI  has  launched  the  “Campaign  for  Galant 
Driving*  to  coincide  with  the  introduction  of  its  new  Galant 
range.  Every  Galant  buyer  or  company  car  driver  and  partner 
will  be  offered  a  half-day  course  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Accidents  to  learn  about  the  performance  of  the 
car  and  about  hazard  recognition  and  driver  perception.  “It  is 
designed  to  improve  individual  driver  performance  and 
promote  safer  driving  through  practical  examples."  says 
Stephen  Dixon,  managing  director.  .  .  . 


